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FIRST BhlCX IIUIJSE
IN THIS COUNTV

Said to be ths One hi Which John D.
Horsman .Rpsid6s-M,|«ilt 

Pilot to 183?. :
, The house owned,. and ^occupied by 
Mr. John D. HbrtJjiAnj' Kiihg1 street 

: rush js auiil tc> ‘tb‘av-ij4j2<ip’ the. first 
, brick iMras^-jbUili' ;ip^-, l^b-lCpiii^ty, of
Oxford. ‘.

’ .Standing In ific iuldsbof ^picturesque 
i surroundings, nnd q.u<iint! and my is 

appcartvuco there M H.blxelU.I.ely nd out' 
; ward sig-n llvict such- in • thei cfc/ie ns 

one might imagine. ' The ^.rdliiceeture 
is not unlike .Jha.t in rogue .to-daj1, 

’ and It is ini /a/.vWtX of- pbefler- 
: votlou '. ’■ '■ I ' . x • ■." • ■

Ac.c-ordUiig to buir ishfOfjoo^tidn'.which 
i fjrbm iC rviih.bld'Abuhodjtjio.;-- House 

was built some' time' prief - to. tlx1 $ear 
1837. It was'erected by:;.tb<C Id.tc 
Elisha Hall who then,'owj^d the■ prb- 

. p.tcty, aind in. \vhiieh; it;‘ 1st ^nitl hei re
sided during tbo .wur oi J837-8. The 

'brick used m i.tg .construe, tian ia Hijid 
. io have been xuitnufact deed'by-;;-
Hall, the kiln heaving boon butf.’OAjrjr£ 
distance.back of where.M-rv Ilorirrmn’s 

; barn now stand#. As",tic ricdrlyi till 
of the pioneer 'work o'x<pn' were used 
in working the clay :hitp shape, and 

J it was then hiwtti moulded into buivks.
In oud' respect; tjie interior, of the 
house differs greatly, to those built 

’ in the early, day*,  uxrd ' jhut.vf in - the 
height of the \ ceilings,, they being 
much higher, ahd in f«6t higher than 
the highest ones of to-day; 'The floor 
in one of the ropjpis ki also composed 
61*  u largeslZQ brie In very; nicely laid; 
whik. fioiii' (i jroiut of.ouniVctJience all 

, Qie -rooms ware '-careftilly' planned, 
j With few exeeptioms (lie housc'-lA to 

bv seen as >( wuis bull I. Tim ing re- 
cent yeiii'd H wii.a pnUiicd nJ, mul <>»iv j 
ur Ivro nilnor all.i’ini Lana wiu t nude i 
<o <’( i lui-H purls; i ’
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Homes Date to Early Ingersoll :

Still an imposing structure, this IngersoH house was the first brick home in the com
munity.’ It was built in 1836 by Elisha Hall.

Even older than the oldest brick house is this Ingersoll horjne, built between 1828 and
•- 1835 as described below. ‘ . •_
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Built by Elisha Hall in1836, this home still stands at 170 

King Street East, pictured above as it appeared in     

September 2012 



tngersoll Dates First Brick House- 
To 1836; Early. Names Recalled

By M. E. Cro^y^

i The early ' settlers of Candda 

West were in no hurry. to leave 
their log homes for more , preten
tious ones of brick or stone, Or
even of squared logs. There were 

; no taxes on unfinished log houses. 
■' In 1828 ’ Ingersoll had 20 settled 

। families. Family names consisted 
'of Canfield, Hall, Carrail, Smith, 
' Hallock, Sherman, Bronson, Wick- 
wirc, Maynard, Kennedy, Under
wood, Burdick, Doty, Ryan, Briggs, 
Chalmers, Maricle, Ingersoll, Park
hurst, Schofield, Van Every, Miller, 
Titus, Boyce, Whiting, Merrick, 
Swartz and Stimpson.

The male population numbered 
58.

Industrial Concerns
There was a blacksmith shop 

owned by John Sherman, who also 
made whiskey barrels for the dis
tillery. Also in the village were a 
barrel factory and cooper shop, 
also a carding mill.

Operated by the Ingersolls there 
was a. distillery, an ashery, a gen

way. He went to California, 
Years later he came back, disposed 
of his property, and returned to • 
the United States,

The Crane home, next to the 
Ferguson place, is one of Ingersoll’s 
oldest buildings, having been built 
between 1828 and 1835. .

Incorporation Dates L

In 1852 Ingersoll had a popula
tion of 1,190 and was Incorporated 
as a village. In 1854 its chief ex-' 
ports were lumber and pearl ath. 
In 1857 It became a town. ? .

In 1862 its newspaper, the 
Chronicle, advertised . itself in 
Sutherland's Gazetteer as the old
est newspaper in tha country, with 
a circulation nearly double that 6f 
any other country newspaper in 
the province.

Noxon's foundry, also adver
tised, was then on Thames street, 
south of King, where the furniture 
factory now stands. Later the 
plant was moved down by the, 
tracks and grew Into the New Idea 
plant. The old Noxon home served 
for years as the Ingersoll Hospital, 
and was more recently torn down.

The Eastwood foundry ,of 1862 
wa? then on Thames street. Its 
successor Is the garage on Charles, 
street east.

Fifty professional and trades-' 
men from Ingersoll inserted ad>< 
In the 1862 Gazette.

eral store and post office, a saw
mill, a grist mill, and a tannery.

The only building south.of King 
street and west of Thames, was the 
log school near the corner. The 
tuition at this time was eight dol
lars per pupil per year, and a turn 
at boarding the teacher. Many 
families sent only the oldest child 
who was then supposed to teach 
the younger children, as money was 
scarce. Books used were Mur
ray's grammar, Woodbridge's geo
graphy, Dabol's arithmetic, an 
English reader and Webster’s spell
ing book.

The teacher must be a British 
subject and be able to teach the 
above subjects.

Lasted Until Fifties
This system was not changed un

til the 1850's, when everyone who 
paid taxes had to contribute to edu
cation.

This log hamlet of 1828 was lo
cated along King street, which was 
part of the old stage road, the 
road which Thomas Ingersoll had 
had cut at his own expense from 
Burford In 1793-4. The village 
was centred by the creek which 
runs through Dr, Carrol’s Park, 
which was then Sam Ingersoll’s 
pond.

1836 Brick House 
’ The first brick house in Ingersoll, 
now the gracious home of J. W. 

'Ferguson, was built in 1836 by 
'Elisha Hail, from bricks made on 
:hls own farm. The cellar was 
ipaved with ■ square bricks two 
inches thick which were only re
moved when the present owner 
took possession. Photographs of 
these early houses show that ver
andas were not added until later.

Elisha Hall was a staunch sup
porter of the Reform party. When 
the Rebellion of 1837 broke out he 
was held a prisoner in his own 
house, guards surrounding it night 
and day. Every night his wife 
took two pails and went to the 
house next door (now the home of 
Mrs. Crnne) for water. One night 
Ulisha Hall, dressed in his wife’s 
Rothes and taking the water paiis, 
valked through the guard and got 
iway. Leaving his wife's hoops in 
be bush he made his way south 
,o the lake. Upon one occasion 
vhen he was hiding in a barn a 
jearch party came up, but the 
,'armer kept them talking and Hall 
vas able to ^escape by the back

ELISHA HALL
- Ingersoll pioneev



LETTER RECEIVED FROM PATRICIA ROBERTS TO THE INGERSOLL. PUBLIC 
LIBRARY
RE: ELISHA HALL

May 9, 1994

Dear Mrs Lewis:

Thank you for your gracious help when we were doing research in 
the library the other day. I want to let you know that we did 
find Elisha. Hall’s brick home. The houses have apparently been 
renumbered over the years and it is at 170 King St E.
Mrs. J.W. Ferguson, 90, has lived there for 50 years. When I 
went to the door to confirm the houses history she invited us in 
to see the house. She is a dear lady.
The first frame house in Ingersoll is right close by - also built 
by Elisha senior. Elisha iunior married Almenia Carroll, 
daughter of Daniel Carroll L Clarissa Hall. They were parents of 
my grandmother Maude, who was born in Ingersoll, T noticed Hall L 
Carroll Streets and one little alley named Maude. I would like 
to think it was named for my grandmother but. of course I don't 
know that.
We found the brick house in spite of the different numbering by 
comparing it with the sketch we got from you. Ingersoll is a 
pretty town and it was fun seeing it.

Best wishes to you. 
Sincere]y, 
Patricia Roberts 
Newcastle, California
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The oldest brick house in town, depicted in sketch by Harry Whitwell, built in 1836 by Elisha Hall.



• Ingersoll’s ■ oldest, brick resi
dence, 255-..Thames street, north 
’was built in 1838 for William 

Barker, senior. Mr. Barker was 
Browett's merchantile business. 
The house is now occupied by

Mr. and Mrs. Lin cutler. (Stat 
Photo) . .

This home was demolished in the 1980s





The former Mansion Hotel at 34 Canterbury Street, as 

it was pictured in September 2012.  It was moved 

from the south-west corner of Thames & King Streets 



Sketch by Harry Whitwell shows house that once was a hotel and called The Mansion 
House.

Old hotel gets new uses
; INGERSOLL - All but one of 
i the 15 hotels that dotted the Old 
; Stage. Road (King Street West) 
i when Ingersoll was a pioneer 

settlement have either fallen 
f beneath the wrecker’s hammer 
' or been destroyed by fire, 
i However, a few of the historic 

• buildings like the one in the 
J above sketch by Harry Whitwell 
( are still being used as duplexes 
J or apartment buildings.
[ This house on the south side of 
■ Canterbury Street just west of 

the bridge was moved from the 
corner of King and Thames 
Street where the Imperial Bank 
now stands.

Built in 1861 it was originally' 
called O'Grady’s House after 
the first owner. Later the hotel 
was bought by Bob Reid who 
renamed it the Mansion House.

The yellow brick stable behind 
the Mansion House at King and 
Thames Street is still standing. 
It is now being used as a 
warehouse by Underwood’s

Shoes Limited.
The former Trick’s Hotel on 

the north side of King Street 
West at Merritt Street was built 
in 1918. Today it is a converted 
apartment building.

Trick’s Hotel was a regular 
stopping place for farmers 
coming into Ingersoll along the 
unimproved Culloden Road. 
They used to stop to flush their 
throats of dust before coming 
into the business section of town. • 
Then they would stop at the hotel 

again for protection against the 
dust on their w^y home.

Members of the Augustus 
Jones Survey Party that came 
through the settlement about 
1790 used to dry their wet clothes 
at the fireplace of the Oxford Inn 
operated by Samuel Smith at the 
corner of King and Mill streets.

- The building is today occupied 
by the Canadian National 
Advertising Company and 
apartment tenants.

x\



'■ -This'frame’-: residence 
!z north ■ Thame?,■ street- 
^for "Joseph and Edward Barker,; 
y in' 1839, to be.-used as a Baptist' 
^mission. Due to ;'the * small con--7
tgregation' the pastor was the 
rRey, W.. H' Landon. Woodstock,

RESIDENCE ONCE 'A BAPTIS’O®
idence at 221 w^jo alternated with the Barke^ capped! 
reet-’.was "built brothers as elders every ' :twb'- f<y-’ aaqf.<r .

^the home
•Smith and'l^/,,^/ ’
Smith. (Staff PhotoY^

weeks. Mr. Landon always rode;,
• horseback and was known as the;’ 
'’'Travelling Preacher”. Up to a 
few' years ago this building was

3O.x



221 Thames Street north as it appeared in September 2012



Erected In 1836

Served as First Registry Office, 
Ingersoll Building Still in Use

A jeweler and butcher now occupy what was once the first registry office in the 
interior of Upper Canada. Built in 1836, it is situated at the corner of Ingersoll's 

Market Lane and King Street. (Photo by Longfield) 
communication' running fromi

By Stanley J. Smith ’ Quebec to Detroit, bisecting the

One of the oldest commercial! 
buildings situated between the] 

Niagara frontier and the west-j
■ ern Limits of the province orlgi-i 
:nally the first registry office. In 
•the Interior of Upper Canada 13 
1 still used today for business. 

old Indian trail traversing the 
bush between Lake Erl® and 
Lake Huron,

It is on a site known today as 
the corner of Market Lane and 
King street, Ingersoll, (formerly 
known as Oxford Village), and 
Is occupied by a jeweler and
butcher. This building was 
erected In 1830- by the order of. 
Co], B. Askin, of London, and it’ 

iwaj to be the office of the now- 
;ly appointed registrar of deeds

. . > James A. Ingersoll, Esquire. . 
At that time, King street was!

known only as the Old Stage ’ 
Road and the order for the new 
building directed that the regis-i 
try office would be situated on' 
a traveled road and easily ac-; 
cessible to the public. Less than!
200 yards east of this old build
ing Is the oldest crossroads of 
Upper Canada, namely, King and 
Thames street , . . originally 
Cadillac's wintertime line of X



Town Hall Could TelffiSny 
Stories Of PastZPreseht ’ ;

. -* * ’ ' <
By GEORGE JANES

In .the near century of its exist
ence much of excitement because 
of its central position has involv
ed; around the'.town hall in whirli
gig fashion.

While outmoded in many re
spects, 'the old; pile of brick and 
mortar has harried a new look 
for some time and improvements 
and conveniences made to the in
terior, especially to the council 
chamber, and in other respects 
■which'have greatly increased the 
accommodation and added to the 
general a ttra ctivenes s,

Hie old building, revamped to 
temporarily sat least delay the 
erection'.of a more modern struc
ture fob economic reasons has 
what is undoubtedly a unique re
cord. '

For .a long period it has been 
the quarters of the volunteer fire 
department housing the men and 
thb equipment, just as it' did in 
earlier years when a fixe team 
was maintained with their stalls 
having, overhanging hajness a- 
bove each of the spirited Animals.

It also has practically since its 
construction held the ? municipal 
offices in connection 'with -ch 
the names of the ‘ late Wx R. 
Smith town clerk, and the late R. 
J. Robertson, town’treasurer,, are 
recalled.. . : >. ,rt‘

For more than six ty< yeard the 
office of the town’s police Jorce 
as well as that of the town magi
strates were in the building,4 
INDOOR ■ MARKET '

There also was foi’ many of ttie 
earlief- year^ an indoor market m 
the building with entrance on the 
west side off Oxford street. 

; The old building has looked 
down on many of the most excit
ing and strange scenes in the- 
history of the town. •

Runaway horses in earlier 
years sped up and'. down King 
street and, also;flanked' fhe?build
ing on either';, side 1 frequently, 
driverless and with.'vehicles, 
overturned,, and 'clattering • as -if 
they would*  be broken , jo piece?, 

| There were times • .following

hockey" games in' the old King
street rink when there were em
bittered factions that there were 
near riots almost at the entrance 
to -the building and when there 
were several hotels functioning in 
its shadow often an inebriated 
one walked jerkily pttst the win
dow of the police office and cast
ing a furtive glance probably sol
iloquized '‘you don’t get me this 
time.”

The old building has a grand 
and proud record of service. In 
its auditorium it has held tre- 
mendours and tempestuous gath
erings at municipal nomination 
meetings, political meetings dur
ing parliamentary campaigns and 
on other occasions.

Year in and year out the old 
building looked down Monday 
mornings to the parade of of
fenders who entered to face the
magistrate in connection with 
Saturday night indiscretions, 
NAUGHTY SHOWS

Many of gfe itinerant stock 
companies presented their shows 
of fifty and sixty years ago to a 
packed house and some of the 
burlesque variety started tongues 
a-wagging in the town.

Hotels close to the town hall 
were the Daly House, now an 
apartment building; the Thomp
son House, both on King street 
West; The Oxford House, also oh 
Oxford street, a short distance 
to the North; the former Dere- 
ham House, where the Brewers 
warehouse is now located and the 
former Mansion House, at the 
corner of Thames and King 
street. Many musical concerts 
were held in the Town Hall over 
a long term of years, together 
with amateur performances of a 
parted nature.
\ 'There also were many interest
ing sports events including box
ing/wrestling, weight lifting, ac~ 
rt^batic feats and exhibitions with 
Indian Clubs and dumb-bells,

the years many parades 
'have formed up and moved off 
from tliexfnarket .square passing 
the old .Town Hall; medicine men 
for years .also held forth o.i. the 
market- square near the building 
spieling about their wares and 
often'doing a thriving trade.

Yes, the Town Hall has seen 
much' of Ingersoll life^day and . 
night-. Its rafters have echoed 
the tumultuous applause that was. 
giveq on some occasions and it’s 
stairway has vibrated to the 
weight of moving feet, but it still 
seems to be firmly Implanted, un
abashed at antiquity and physi
cally fit to continue its service 
for-no one can say how long.



Plaque To Be Placed On 
The Historic Town Hall
On Wednesday, Sept 4 a pla

que commemorating the histor
ic Ingersoll town hall will be 

[unveiled os the wall of that 
.building beside the main ent- 
' rance. This plaque is one of a 
scries being erected throughout 
tlie province by the department 
of Travel and Publicity, acting 
on the advice of the Archaeo
logical and Historic Sites Board 
of Ontario, ,

The ceremony Is being ar
ranged and sponsored by the 
Oxford Historical Society, whose 
director of research, Stanley J, 
Smith, will act as program 
chairman. Mrs. Bernadette 
Smith of Woodstock, will repre
sent the province’s Historic Sit-1 
es Board.

Among those taking part in 
the ceremony will be: Ills Wor
ship R, R, Fewstcr, Mayor of 
Ingersoll; Gordon W. Innes, 
MLA; for Oxford, and Wallace 
Nesbitt, MP for Oxford, The 
plaque will be unveiled by Miss 
Winnifred L. Williams, Presid
ent of the Oxford Historical Soc
iety and dedicated by Rev. 
Ralph King, Chairman of .the 
Ingersoll Ministerial Associat
ion.

Following the establishment! 
of Upper Canada in 1791, and
the arrival of the new Lieulen- "f thu‘ rL hrlnrh n? iL n- s ant-Governor, Colonel J o h ^Thames whFch
Graves Simcoe, the following S furnili? ‘°Ug^ i1,
year, a vigorous policy design ?wo t m 2° supply 
.cd to cncour.ec ImmieralTo, S «"saw: 
wa? iniliafed Grants of lane Th.’ a Riding machine and 

fulhng mill. The village alsowere "offered to prospective 
settlers, many of whom came

.......mill. The village also 
contains a foundry, tannery, dis
tillery, etc. and five churches —ied°SUtePSr0VinCe h'Om Uni|®P«

ted biates. i]eyaQ , Methodist, ' Episcopal
Methodist, and Roman Catholic; 
and has a daily post”.

During the 1790’s a setllcmen' Tins vigorous community pe- 
was founded in tlie original Oktitioned the government for tne 
ford Township under the leaded status of an organized mumci- 
shlp of Major Thomas Ingerpalitv in 1851, and a proclama- 
soli, and the nucleus of the prei tion dated Sept, 12 of that year 
sent community, which bear/set up Ingersoll as an incorpor- 
his name, was formed. 1 ™----------,amahnr

gersoll, George O’Hayra was 
s»=i up chosen as the builder, and the
ated village. The proclamation structure was designed by the 

Although Thomas Ingersoll stated that the new legislation architect John McNiven.
imLUrLHo? Th”1 ‘n \8.?4’ hiiisAa 10 Uke 6 CC °° ’ CRITICIZE ARCHITECTURE
en™eoSf ffeZ^oBB^C ^1 adopted^^MeNiven'gU^S
. of the War of 1812 and eon-1]R^yal Exchange Hotel onito some criticism in the com-

1 Afnrtrlav Ion*  C nrl I ri Pin flulll*  I mtiniiv A Frirtl I g jra|e
frihufoH ■ i... ♦{.«! m< livne rvoyai nxcuange xwiei nu io some criticism ii service! f«UCHo b/nnHe^ 1611 Monday, Jan; 5, and John Galli- munity. Apparently 
Lnt 4 rapid develop-> for(j w. A. Ramsey, Thomas ratepayer referred
ment. The first post office in the 
community was established here 
m 1821 and named Oxford after 
the township Shortly thereafter, 
the name of the community was 
changed to Ingersoll in honor of 
its founder. , ■ • ,
I^ELLS OF INGERSOLL ’

By 1851 a thriving centre had 
become established and a re
port in Smith’s Gazetteer of that 
year gives an account of Inger ■ 
soil. It reads “In entering tlie 
County of Oxford from Lpndon, 
the first place you reach is Ing
ersoll, which is twenty-one mil
es from London; it is a consider- 
able village, containing : about 
1,000 inhabitants. It is well situ
ated the greater part of it be - 
ing built op the sides and sum- 
|mit of the high gravelly banks

_ , _A. Ramsey, Thomas ratepayer referred to it as a 
Brown, Charles Parkherst and “slab-sided Dutch barn”. The 
James Murdock were elected clerk, Charles E. Chadwick, 
as Ingersoll’s first council. This commented that “the style of 
body appointed Edward Dotty • - ■
as Treasurer, and James Barrie 
as village clerk.

Shortly after the incorpora - 
tion, plans were drawn up to 

, Build a town b.all. or as it was 
referred to. locally, a market 

, building. Land was acquired in 
I a central location, and It is be - 
Jlieved that the first municipal 
.office building was completed in 

1853.
• DISASTER HITS 
, Disaster struck this proud 
new community centre and the

1 sad event was fully reported in 
the Feb, 8, 1856 edition of the 
Ingersoll Chronicle. The article 
states; “The Town Hail of this 

1 place was totally destroyed by 
fire on Friday morning last, 

f about one o’clock shortly after 
• our edition had been worked off.

The belfry attached together 
with tlie newr bell, which had 
been recently erected, were al
so destroyed. Ilie fire Is suppo
sed and very justly too, we 

; think, to be the work of an ’’in
cendiary as tlie Clerk, Captain. 
Barrie, informs us that there 
bad been no fire in the building 
after five o’clock tlie previous 
night. This fact, taken in con- 
.nectioa with the fact that the 
/fire originated in the part of 
itho building where no fire 

is ever required, leaves no other 
alternative than to believe that 

tl th.e premises were fired b y 
someone.

‘.‘The official records and pap
ers of Municipalities of Ingersoll 
and W Oxford Township were 
destroyed, together with many 
valuable documents belonging 
to the Clerk. The building was 
insured in the ‘Equitable Insur
ance Company’ for only 200 
pounds which will, of course, 

I cover but a very small portion 
I of the loss”.

The destruction of this build-
ling was a blow for Ingersoll,, . .
!but discussions were immediat-!day a chararlerislu’ example of 
ely started on plans to build a'P'e province's early municipal 
new town hall. Additional pro - buildings.

perty was conveyed to tli.e mu -I 
nicipality, since it was found, 
that the old site would not con -] 
lain a larger building. A ne w| 
bell was ordered from the Tvoyi 
Foundry. Troy, N.Y., and tlie । 
council awarded the overall con
tract to W iliam M. Long of In-

architecture was one better suit
ed to the age of our great-grand
fathers than the present; and 
as wee ould not have many pub
lic buildings in town, it behoov
ed us to consult the style of ar- 
chitectun? prevailing in our age. 
rather than go back*  s'leW" gen
erations.” The result of those'
public deliberations was that thei 
plans were changed, and the 
building was designed in th e 
Itallanate style, so popular at 
th,at time.

The new town hall was com
pleted in December, 1857, and it: 
contained a large public mect-j 
ing hall capable of holding about 
500 people. Since it was t h e j 
most spacious meeting place in 
the'immediate area, it was used 
for a great variety of public oc
casions.

In 1858 the famous Americani 
abolitionist John Brown, while; 
on a recruiting trip to Canada, 
held a public meeting there, 
and spoke on the evils of slav
ery, and “border ruffians” in 
Kansas. I

The b.all became a centre of 
political activity in Oxford 
County and outstanding states - 
men and politicians who spoke 
from its platform included Sir 
John A. Macdonald, Canada’s 
first Prime Minister; Thomas 
D’Arcy McGee and George, 
Brown. Fathers of Confcdera - 
tion; Alexander Mackenzie: Sir 
Francis Hincks and tlie radical 
reformer, Robert Gourlay.

The auditorium was constant
ly in use and one evening the 
local Inhabitants were entertain 1 
cd by a stage performance giv
en by General Tom Thumb and 
Company,

Thus over a period of some 
104 years the Ingersoll Town 
Hall has played host to a varie
ty of individuals prominent in 
the history of Canada and I h c 
United Stales, and it ylatHh i<i-

ni ■



Sketch by Ingersoll artist Harry Whitwell, who died Sunday, shows Ingersoll 
Town Hall.

Town hall an active centre
INGERSOLL - The Old Town 

Rail depicted in. the above 
sketch by Harry Whitwell has 
come full circle as a gathering 
place for local residents.

The main yellow brick, 
building was constructed in 1857.

The spacious auditorium built 
later above the fire hall addition 
became the focal point of town 
activity.

It also was the scene of many 
historic events. The walls have 
echoed with speeches by famed

American abolitionist John 
Brown, Darcy McGee, radical 
reformer Robert Gouley, 
George Brown, Alexander 
McKenzie, Sir Francis Rinks 
and several of the Fathers of 
Confederation.

But as the years passed, social 
functions at the Town Hall 
became fewer and fewer.

With the coming of the railway 
along the north bank of the 
Thames River, focus of the 
village shifted away from the 
StageCoach Road (King Street) 
where the Town Hall was 
located.

But the original Town Hall 
today designated an historic 
site, and referred to as the Old 
Town Hall, has once more 
become a focal point of activity 
in this town.

Council meetings and court 
sessions are held in the upstairs 
council chambers.

Ingersoll*  Creative Arts 
Centre, with the help of a 
Canada Works Program grant 
three years ago had the main 
floor offices and basement 
renovated and the auditorium 
restored.

^“1^



Above, the Ingersoll Town Hall on the north-east corner of Oxford 

& King Streets, as it appeared circa 1920.  Below, pictured circa 

1965.  This building was demolished in the late 1980s 



Historical Old Building^Is Gone, 
As Sea Cadets Take Over Armories

The old officers’ mess section 
of the former Ingersoll Armour
ies building, Charles Street west, 
has almost disappeared. The last 
of the large stones are being 
rolled away by members of the 
Royal Canadian Sea Cadet Corps, 
“Ingersoll" who purchased the 
entire former building that was 
known, as the Ingersoll Armour
ies.

The drill hall and office sect
ions of the Armouries building 
have been moved to Wonham 
street to be used, as beadquart
ers for the Ingersoll Sea Cadets.

1 Members of the corps are 
i working both on the cleaning of 
J their new building and cleaning

up of the old building site.
Some background on the stone 

building was provided by a local 
historian, Stanley J, Smith.

He said that the building was 
constructed in 1839 for a chemist 
by the name of Berry and he 
used the rear part of the house 
for a dispensary. His two sons 
look over the pharmacy upon 
their father's death and opened 
a chemistry on Thames Street, 
and one of the sons continued to. 
live in the house until 1855. The 
house was then occupied by a 
Dr. S. S. Cole, a young 23 year 
old graduate, who nine months 
later died suddenly only two days 
before his wedding day. Dr. Cole 
died at noon, and on the 2:30 
o’clock train from Toronto arriv
ed his bride to be and she was 
unaware of his death until 
friends of the doctor advised 
her of the sad event.

“In 1956, Dr. J. J. Hoyt took 
over the premises and continu
ed to practice there until he 
joined partnership with Dr, Wil
liams (father of the late Dr. 
Ralph Williams) and opened 
their offices on King Street, op
posite Winder’s bakery shop. It 
then became a part of the old 
Charles Street Methodist Church 
which many of the older citi
zens of Ingersoll can recall be
fore it was dismantled earlier 
in this century."

- 1^60
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The Ingersoll Armory /
■- 1

' I ■»;

The Ingersoll Armory dates back to aboAt 1913 and was located on the site of the present post office.
. Prior to that date, the Charles Street Episcopal Methodist Church was located on the site of the Shoppers 

Drug Mart. The flrill hall was moved to Wonhirri Street where it is now the Ingersoll Pipe Band Hall. ,■ 
When the new post office was erected on the site of the armory grounds, the old stone’ (wilding was / 
demolished. Ip spite of its limited size,Jt served the regiment during two wars and the drill hall continues / 
io be an asset to the .Ingersoll Pipe Band an0 to the community, (photo cojrtributed)-30-.
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Historical
Highlights

there was limited interest in

■

By J. C. Herbert

mililig, the'Oxford Rilles along 
with the signal detachment con
tinued their regular training at the; 
armory as well as attending'sumy 
mer camps. .— 7

At the outbreak of the /Secorul 
World War, many j people 
responded to tht call for recruits' 
and there was a beehive of activ/ 
ity at the local armory/ The b4- 

' partment of National Defence

THE INGERSOLL ARMORY 
The Ingersoll Armory dates 

back to about t 1913 and was 
located on the site ot the present 
post office. Prior to that date, the 
Charles Street Episcopal Method*  
ist Church was located on the site * 
of the Shoppen Drug; mart. 
\ffctWedn the church and Oxford 
Labe was a cottagcdype stone 
buiklinf, occupied at various 
times as\a 'doctor’s office and a> 
private dwelling. The- church 
property wm fairly Urge since 
there was r parsonage to the west 
of the church and a cemetery at

realized7 that (addition; 
would be required it. . WUUIU UC ICAjUJIW /ID I

Member of Parliament for and a large drill hall was 
Oxford, that ’the •, minister . to (he armory.
approved the purchase of: the , Training continued thi
Duncan property (the small cot
tage) and the property of the 
Methodist Church for an armory 

*fite iti Ingersoll. The church was 
to be razed and a.site cleared for 
a new drill hall.' -

Unfortunately, this never hap
pened. When the department 
invited tenders to clear the site, 
no tenders were received. When 
war was 'declared, a smaller- 
addition was added to the stone 
building. It was used to store

the war and newsrecruitt 
those who joined'activi 
various branches of th<
In march, 1942, the Oxford 
Rifle< were called ouVfor active 
duty and, after a fey/~months of 
raining in London, joined a brig
ade on the west coalt for further 
training and duties./

' With the cessation of hostilities 
in 194$, the hall served as a (peal 
point for many social and civic r 
activities as well as continuing to

the rear. -
/• In 1903, it amalgamated with 

' the King Street Methodiit Church 
and the building was used as a 
Sunday School until about 1911.

equipment, as lecture rooms and 
as beadquarters for the troops 
stationed in Ingersoll.

The church was used to billet 
soldiers and the grounds used for

With war clouds over Europe, 
there was need for expansion of 
military establishments in 
Canada. A group of citizens 
urged the federal government to 
build a hall in Ingersoll which

training purposes. lames Sinclair, 
a- local historian, recalls seeing 
HM training on the rounds 
during the First World War. Fol
lowing the war, the church was 
torn down and the material sold

be used as an armory. In 1950, 
with the ’ reorganization of the 
Canadian army, many militia 
units were disbanded or amalga
mated with others. The Oxford
Riflea became a company of the 
London Fusiliers and later a 
company of the third battalion of 
the Royal Canadian Regiment.

The dril'l hall was moved to 

Wonham Street where it is now
could be used as an armory aa for balding homes. * the Ingersoll Pipe Band Hall.
weO aa a Scout Hall, but the -■ With the turn genl tris in of the When the new post office eras 
government was reluctant to do Oxford Rifles in 1920, Ingersoll erected on the site of the armory 
so wafcss the municipality would because the headquarters of D grounds, the old'stone building 
provide the site, which the town / Company and continued Io use was demolish rd.
council wea*sawilliag'  to do. the local armory. A detachment In spite of its limit rd size, it 

Conditions in Europe were of the Royal Caaedisn Signs! served the regtrnesit tforiag two 
becoming store critical and oe Corps also used the bu ildiag. la wars and (be drill hall cr raise ns 
Sept. 25, 1913. the deputy mime- 1933, I was asked to take cons- to be aa sued to the Ingersoll 
■r wrote Donald Sutherland, the mead of foe company sad while Pipe fcnd and to foe .1 iiinm^y.



Oldest landmark now gone

W'.;

out to John G, Gurnejt k an 
I experienced reporter frbm -tyie 
Boston Post. , ’ ■' ‘ ’A

Within a matter of Week's 
Gurnett was entangled with a, 

i dispute with the mighty Hamilton) 
Spectator because that paper 
claimed that Gurnett paid 

; Wessels 50 pounds ($200) and was 
going to turn it into a party hack 
for the Reform party.

’ This argument was quoted in 
several Canada West publicat-

Chronicle’s circulation jumped
'from 500 'copies to^-.over a 

J thousand which was considered 
> ! , large for a village papprv^

’ The prop'erty at 143v.Carroll 
M ’jstreet \vas sold as high as $8,000 

J*  which at the time was considered 
C/-/dto be enormous and as low as $1 
..•T'■ ’cash! Although the barn was built

; in 1835 the documents concerning 
't and the house are dated from 

H(j!1852 up to 1942 in which year it 
4 was in the possession of Agatha 

-ii Dougal. Othernames mentioned 
under different dates were 
Saunders, Adairs, and Agur 
families.

Carroll street, along with King 
street east, Hall, Mill and

One of the oldest structures in Ingersoll had to be torn down about two weeks ago due to a case of Canterbury streets were the first 
advanced termite-itis. It was a barn located on the property of Mrs. Mary Collins, on Carroll St. Alan streets to be built on and King 
Dawe, 19 Raglan St., looks like he is viewing the job with mixed feelings as he handles one of the street west then known as the Old
aging beams. The barn was built around 1835.

Mr- Carroll’s obituary stated Wheh one peruses the • old 
that when be located on Lot 28, documents one is impressed with 
North Oxford township and that the handwriting and the reader 

Up to a few days ago I could there was a considerable.wouldj^be ,phder the impression 
open my back door and toss out settlement there, and he was that it was done by copperplate 
bread to a number of friendly re'ferring .’to Oxford-Upon-The- engraving as one sees today upon 
squirrels and birds The former Thames which stretched from wedding announcements, and one 
would snatch a slice and then Leachville to Putnam along the fa particular, being a will 
scurry up the side of a barn and banks the Thames river with executed in London, England, 
disappear in a hole created by a the greatest number of consisting of three foolscap pages 
missing board of the old barn inhabitants residing in Oxford and one could take oath that it 
situated in the rear of 143 Carroll village which/. was renamed was done on a printing press due 

Ingersoll, to honor the original fa its spaces and clearness.
On some of the deeds and

By Stanley J,,Smith

St
This barn was one of the oldest ln8e/S'°“ ,tr™ Great 

structures in Ingersoll and it Was

Stage Road had few dwellings 
beyond Church street.

Our library has many volumes 
of the old Ingersoll Chronicle 
from 1870 onward.

Mrs. Collins has lived in the 
house for over 50 years. She 
remembers that the barn and the 
house used to be joined together 
by a chicken house, a carriage 
house, and a horse stable; which 

;were torn down some years ago. 
‘Her father had kept horeses on 
the property at one time.

built by Daniel Carroll in 1835 and

Barrington, Mass., in 1798. mortgages many well known 
Some historians claimed that names appear of early residents

is now part of the property now his daughter. 'Laurrt. Secord, of Ingersoll, Oxford village, 
occupiedby Mrs AlS Collihsivisited her father upon numerous Goderich, Toronto, Hamilton and 

occasions, but Since then it has 
been proven that at no time did 
she leave the Niagara district for 
such a long walk through the 
bush.

mud her family.
p The barn has been torn down, It 
was sheathed in shiplap siding 
.similar to other Ingersoll build
ings constructed about the early 
30's of the last century. The 
Daniel Carroll mentioned above 
was one of the sons of John 
CarroH who came to Oxford 
county 'from ..Trenton, New 
Jersey, in 1784. .

Dundas.
The name of London’s John 

Labatt appears twice and also 
Allan Wessels appears twice. Mr. 
Wessels purchased the old

Through the kindness of Ingersoll Chronicle from W.J. 
Blackburn, founder of the LondonMargaret Collins who now 

resides oil the property this 
writer Was supplied with a 
collection -of abstracts, deeds, 
wills, mortgages and indentures 
pertaining to the property which

Free Press, in 1848, Mr. 
Blackburn sold the Chronicle to 
Wessels in 1854.

The latter was a green grocer 
and sold his fruits and vegetables

is officially described as Lot No. 5 grown on his garden . farm 
on the old C^rfoll survey of the situate^.at the end of‘Victoria 
town. »' ,*'»  street. fA^ a newspaper man



143 Carroll Street as it appeared in September 2012



Home of Ingersoll’s first mayor 
is now a historic landmark

BY HELEN W. FOSTER
i ■' .

The'home of Adam Oliver, 
controversial first Mayor of 
Ingersoll, graces the north side 

I of Victoria Street.
' The simple square Ontario 
; Gothic style has been extended 

by two side additions. Victorian 
love of decoration is evident in 
the heavy scalloped verge 
board with its tear-drop design 
at each corner and pinacle at 
the apex of the gable. Unusual 
chimneys' balance the steeply 
pitched roof. Set sideways, they 

• not only create interest for the 
1 observer but also show the 
I builder’s pride in accom- 
j plishing a complicated feature.

Upper windows on the side 
I are pointed gothic but the front 
i side ones curiously enough, are 
1 curved romanesque. Originally 
part of the servants’' quarters, 

the windows at this side of the 
house are unusual in that they 
break with the gothic styling of 
the rest of the home. It does 
reflect the eclectic taste of the 
energetic original owner, a 
Maritimer who ran a lumber 
mill, built several homes in 
Ingersoll and was a substantial 
influence in the new town of 
1865.

Coloured glass both in the side 
windows of the front door and 
the square window on the right 
extension may be part of the 
original.

There is a little confusion as 
to the exact building date of the 
red brick home. The present 
owner has evidence that the 
first mortgage was granted to 
Oliver in 1856 but the Registry 
Office in Woodstock shows that 
the land itself was deeded to 

John Carnegie to the Bishop de 
Charboumel in 1852 and that 
Adam Oliver purchased it in 
1877 from the Roman Catholic 
Episcopal Corporation of the 
Diocese of London, Ontario.

However, there is no doubt at 
all that Oliver willed the house 
to his wife in 1882. Mrs. Roy 
(Marjorie) Hawkins has in her 
possession his hand-written 
Last Will and Testament.

She was visited recently by a 
grandson of Ingersoll’s first 
Mayor who was surprised to 
find the house still standing. 
Delighted at finding the original 
will, he asked Mrs. Hawkins to 
put it eventually in the 
Woodstock Museum. ■

Marjorie Hawkins recalls 
that when they moved into the 
old brick house she hated it, 
“but now, I’d hate to move.”

T



first mayor's house 

at Victoria and John
By ARM1TA JANES 

Sentinel-Review staff writer
INGERSOLL — This house at the corner of John and Vic

toria Streets depicted in a sketch by the late Harry Whitwell, 
was the home of Ingersoll's first mayor, Adam Oliver.

Oliver took office in 1865 when Ingersoll—formerly the
, village of Oxford—was incorporated as a town.

A New Brunswick native, Oliver emigrated to Upper 
Canada in 1836. It was in 1850 he moved to Ingersoll to 
establish a building and contracting business.

/ Oliver got the contract to build the town's railway depot at a
) cost of $30,000 to $40,000.
' Five years after establishing his contracting business, 

Oliver opened a wood and joiner’s shop where he manufac
tured and sold lumber.

, With the building of the railway, the village spread north 
and south of the Thames River on Thames Street away from 
(he Stage Coach Road.

Ingersoll's population was 'increasing. So was Oliver’s 
business.

In 1860 Oliver opposed a petition to the Governor-General to 
have Ingersoll proclaimed a (own. As Reeve, it was easy for 
him to dominate the small village council. He knew it would 
be more difficult, as mayor, to dominate town council.

This resistance to town status got Oliver criticism from the 
Chronicle, and lost him his seat on village council in 1863.

| But Oliver bounced back. In 1865 Ingersoll was incorporated
1 as a (own Io be governed by a mayor, reeve, deputy reeve and 
' three councillors from each of three wards. Oliver was elected 
» as mayor.

Oliver declined a third term as mayor to contest the South 
Oxford riding in Ontario’s first general election in 1867.

, • Running as a reformer (Liberal) in a traditionally Reform
• constituency, he defeated another Reformer, James Noxon.
y In 1872 Oliver was the leading promoter of the Ingersoll, 
I Tillsonburg and Port Burwell Railway which would link the 

. town to the Canada Southern Railway, running south of the 
Great Western Railway.

Later Oliver fought lo get an extension of the Credit Valley 
Railway from Galt to pass through Ingersoll and connect with 
the. Canada Southern system at St. Thomas.

Economic prospects of the Thunder Bay district became 
. promising when the Federal Government became interested 
1 in building a transcontinental railway.
I?:.Oliver shrewdly invested in the district by forming a part-. 
. uersliip with two other men, buying a limber limit, and 
; establishing the first saw and planing mill al Thunder Bay.

Within three years the company held timber rights to 40,000 
I acres.

Three years later the Government filed plans (o make Fort . 
William town plot the Lake Superior terminus of its railway to 
the Pacific.

Oliver, Davidson and Co. was not silting prelly. It held 136 
acres next lo Ihe (own plot, and 42 lots within the town plot. 
Most of these holdings were designated as railway land.

Oliver resigned his seal in the provincial legislature 
because of a possible contravention of the Independence of 
Parliament Act. He acknowledged (hat Oliver, Davidson and 

Co. had Inadvertently sold timber lo a provincial government 
buyer.

Oliver transferred his share of the profit on this deal to his 
partners, and protesting his innocence of the transaction, 
sought re-election.

But after an investigation revealed there was bribery and 
corrupt practices among Oliver's supporters, he didn'l 
contest a by-election.

In 1877 he was beaten by James Noxon in his bid for the 
office of deputy reeve. However, a second bid for that office in 
1880 was successful.

But Oliver's political career came to an end when he was 
stricken with paralysis and had to resign his seat.

He died October 9, 1882, two months before his 59th bir
thday.
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Robert Galer, the great grandson of Ingersoll's first mayor, Adam Oliver, sits on the 
steps of his great grandfather's home on Victoria Street. Mr. Galer wants-the house 
declared an historic site. It was built in 1870. CPhoto by Steve Simon) 

First mayor’s kin 
want home saved

Robert Galer would like to see his great 
grandfather’s Victoria Street home named 
an historic site,

Mr. Galer is the great grandson of 
Ingersoll's first mayor, Adam Oliver. The 
retired U.S. Army lieutenant colonel and 
his wife, Mary Jane, visited the Oliver 
homestead Monday for their first time, as 
part of their first visit to Ontario.

On vacation from Columbus, Georgia, the 
Galers decided to include Ingersoll in their 
trip, to gather family history and to get 
a first hand glimpse of the community.

"I was surprised to see it still standing," 

admitted Mr. Galer. "I would like to leave a 
message with the town council and cham
ber,” he continued. "I would like to see the 
home designated as a historic site" to 
preserve that piece of Ingersoll's past.

The home, now lived in by Marjorie 
Hawkins, Is located at 41 Victoria Street. It 
was built in 1870, five years after Oliver 
was elected mayor of Ingersoll.

Inside the red brick home is a spacious 
living room and dining roorr, five bed
rooms, a kitchen with a large p mtry, and a 
bathroom. The floors ’are of t soft wood,
Continued On Page 3
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Former home of Ingersoll’s first mayor, Adam Oliver, located 

at 46 Victoria Street as pictured in August 2012 



Though the lamplighter has long disappeared 
the pre-confederation cottage is still standing

d
7s
o

i BY HELEN W. FOSTER

i A pre-confederation cottage, 
it is part of the Carnegie Survey 
and was willed by John 
Carnegie to his wife in 1855.

The father of' the present 
i owner bought the house in 1904, 
! four years before he became the 
, mayor of Ingersoll. George 
Sutherland was not only Mayor 
(1908-1909) but was instrum
ental in the acquisition of land 
for the original Alexandra 
Hospital and was the first 
President of the Board.

I Georgetta Harper’s father 
■ travelled and worked in New 
. Orleans in his youth and such 
‘.was his love for southern 
[architecture of plantation 
[ mansions, he imported the 
Doric columns from Georgia to 

I add to the front of his own home.
Another charming anachron

ism is the delicate iron fretwork 
on the roof which was added at 
the same time.

Victorian styling lasted long
er than the Monarch’s reign and 
the addition of such whimsical 
fretwork is typical of later 
Victorian homes. It was agree
able to the eye, created an 

■ interesting outline against the 
i sky and added a finishing touch 
I to the building, rather like an 
; antimacassar on a sofa.

Mrs. Norman Harper has 
lived in the house all of her life 
and was even married in the 
front room. - ' -

Thames Street used to be lit 
with gas and her father was one 
of the people who succeeded in 
getting hydro' to Ingersoll,

putting an end to the lamp
lighter who used to wend his 
way up the hill, turning on the 
lamps to. chase away the

lengthening shadows.
The foundation walls of the 

cottage are incredibly thick, 
about two feet, and the original

pine floors are thicker than a 
man’s thumb.

The lamplighter has dis
appeared into history but the

frame cottage with its Georgian 
pillars watches with quiet 
dignity as Ingersoll changes 
and grows.

This ' pre-confederation cottage has long outlasted the; 
lamplighters who at one time, passed the house nightly, to lightf

the street lights.

242 Thames Street North



242 Thames Street North as it appeared in September 2012



Cherished memories 
from the house on the hill 

‘ , < t

BY HELEN W. FOSTER

This striking home was 
originally part of the extensive 
Crotty-' properties in north 
Ingersoll and is an example of a 
high Victorian town house. 
Margaret Street was named 
after Squire Crotty’s wife and 
the property on the corner of 
Margaret and Skye was deeded 
by Henry Crotty and wife to a 
William : Marr^*  in 1867.. Con
struction, was believed to have 
started' shortly afterwards, 
although in 1879 the property 
passed into the hands of Adam 
Oliver who was actively en
gaged in land development at 
that time. .. . ’

The builder ^ borrowed from 
another architectural age and 
the basically conservative lines 
are adorned , by tall Ionic 
columns. More graceful than 
the solid Doric, these columns 
are unique to the town and far 
from being a non-structural 
addition, they seem to support 

an inner porch or sunroom on 
the second storey. The outline of 
the house is further softened by 
a bay window, dearly loved by 
the Victorians.

The transom over the door is 
an interesting compromise; 
neither straight nor fan-shaped, 
the accommodating curve 
blends into any adopted style. 
Two other features worth 
mentioning are the decorative 
key stones over the windows 
and the curved brackets under 
the eaves.

There is a large boulder 
sitting upright on the corner of 
the property that caused a good 
deal of excitement when it was 
discovered on the river flats. 
Speculation arose that it might 
be a piece of metorite. A former 
owner, Bertha Sitter, could not 
recall which family had the 

rock hauled from the river 
(both the Podmores and Muirs 
at one time lived in the house) 
but does • remember the sen
sation it caused when two teams 
of horses pulled the huge 
boulder up the hill.

Mrs. Sitter, the former MrsJ 
Walter Leaper, was presented' 
the home as a surprise by her 
husband. Impressed by the long 
columns she nevertheless had 
doubts about being able to take1 
care of such a large house. 
Many years and three grown 
children later, she cherishes 
happy memories of the house on 
the hill.

This home on Margaret Street is an example of a high Victorian originally part of the extensive Crotty properties.
town house. The house was built in the late 1860’s and was

ex \ \



173 Margaret Street as pictured in August 2012



Where gala dances 
were once held

BY HELEN W. FOSTER

Imposing architecture is not a poor 
map’s game and grand residences reflect 
both the bank accounts and the personality 
of-tlieir owners. Former home of C.C.L. 
Wilson, Managing Director of the Ingersoll 
Packing Company from 1876 to 1919, this 
elegant structure stands four square on the 
corner of King and Wonham Streets.

Built in the late 19th Century, the 

architect took a simple square design and 
borrowinjffrojn theRomanesque, imposed 
upon it.flfggnified effect. The aura of solid 
security perpetuated in the rounded roof 
dormer,'Ionic columns that support the 
porch and heavjy’ounded decoration over

Built^py t^e-late 19th Century, the 
architect took a simple square design and 
borrowing from the Romanesque, imposed 

? Signified effect. The aura of solid

security is perpetuated in the rounded roof 
dormer.^heavy rounded decoration over 
the windows, and Ionic columns that 
suppbrt^lie porch. The keystone is in the 
form-of < scallop shell. '

The slate roof is topped by a lantern or 
belvedere. Sometimes these were small 
rooms on their own from which the owners 
could gain access to the roof but this 
lantern merely provides light to the attic 
as well as presenting an interesting roof

The veranda extends the length of the I 
princijple face of the residence, culminat
ing in a circular bandshell corner before 
continuing down the right side. Bay 
windows on both sides of the home soften 
the outline and the pillared front porch 
supports a classical triangular tympanum 
with a decorative crest. Above this rests a 
charming second storey sunroom with a 
curved roof and the name “Melrose” 
emblazoned on the support arch.

It is suggested that “Melrose” had a 
Scottish connection with the Wilsons and 
may have been the name of an ancestral 
home or village. There was once a brand of 
cheese called Melrose that was produced, 
by the Ingersoll Packing and Cheese 
Company and former owner Doug'Caw 
suggested that the home may have been 
called after the popular cheese or visa 
versa.

The back addition on Wonham Street 
may have been the original house. It is a 
simple cottage construction, complete in I 
itself, joined to the larger house through a l 
series of steps. It was used as servants i 
quarters at the turn of the century. The i 
decoration over the windows has more 
detailed rope carving than the main house 
and additional scalloping under the eaves 
suggests a time gap between the building 
of the two structures.

Theproperty itself was acquired by J.M. 
Wilson in 1869 from Thomas Kerr and wife 
and in 1875 a mortgage was granted to 
Wilson which may have been the date of 
construction of the little house.

The present owner, Mrs. K. Kay, 
believes that the main house was built 
about 1890. Upkeep of such a house is a 
constant problem but Mrs. Kay derives a 
great deal of satisfaction in the beautiful 
old place.

In its heyday, when C.C.L. Wilson was 
alive, grand socials and dances swirled 
throughout the rooms. Mrs. W.E. Cragg 
who now occupies the upper flat 
renumbers as a young girl watching the 
elegant affairs and pointed out that they 
used to have' oyster parties in the 
basement around an enormous block of ice 
that kept the mollusks cool.

168 King Street West



•' C.C.L. WILSON sought solid respectability King and Wonham Streets. Kristina Kaye is 
when he had this house built at the corner of " now the owner of the impressive home.

Formal finery lives here
Fourth of six . ~

Story and photos .
i by MARILYN SMULDIRS 

of The Sentinel-Review
historic homes

1 INGERSOLL — During the late “<• . ~ ' 7
1800s and early 1900s, a grey brick . ' that most Of the money she makes 
home on King Street West was at the from rent goes right back into main- 
centre of Ingersoll’s social world, taining the house.
Gentlemen dressed in formal finery “Older homes are enjoyable but 
signed ladies’ dance cards to reserve they’re a lot of work,’’ she smiled, 
a whirl around the ballroom. .■ '■ The house was constructed around

The ballroom has since disap- 1890. for C.C.L, Wilson, managing 
peared — divided into several director < of. the Ingersoll Packing 
smaller chambers — but the' » Company, by the Christopher 
grandeur of this historical home/’ Brothers. . These local contractors 
remains. /// also built an Italianate villa, home of

The Melrose, as it’s known, takes /; the? Royal Canadian Legion, on 
its name from a village in Scotland? .' Thames Street.
Melrose also means “a serene, quiet The Melrose, however, employs a 
resting place,” an apt description ac- - design that's Romanesque with a 
cording to current owner Kristina / basic square floor plan.
Kaye. i" ; '' ’. ' Elegance was added with a portico

She moved to the house in 1972. As that extends around the front and

intersection of King and Wonham 
streets. The side lawn, which dips in 
elevation from the sidewalk, was 
once home to a lawn bowling club.

Indoors, Kaye’s taste for graceful 
furniture complements the unique 
features of the house - elaborate ceil
ing mouldings, fireplaces of marble 
and ceramic tile, carved wood trim, 
large bay windows and a charming 
sunroom on the upper level.

The Melrose was owned by the 
Clear family after it was sold by 
Wilson’s widow in 1920. in 1929, 
ownership transferred to the Carr 
Family. Kaye took possession 16 
years ago.

i a single mother, she wanted a large side of the house. On the corner is a 
;, home in order to get help with ac-J. circular bandshell, supported by 
' comodation costs; the house contains ionic columns. ■ "■ ’ ..

three apartments. Kaye now finds The house sits on a large lot at the
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‘Melrose’ at 168 King Street West as it appeared in September 2012



Local home duplicated 
from one 'in-California

BY HELEN W. FOSTER
/

Almost hidden from view by a 
lush growth of evergreens, the 
little home on Thames St. South 
is the result of a . trip to 
California at the turn of ^the 
century by Ingersoll business
man, Fred Bowman. He was so

entranced by his sister-in-law’s 
home in the Gold Rush State 
that he had an exact duplicate - 
built in Ingersoll • • „

Fred Bowman whose Bicycle 
and Machine'Shop was down
town Thames Street, also sold 
musical instruments and owned 
a Nursery. That accounts for
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who was also a cabinet maker
were employed con-

BOW

struction of..the -building. "An 
appreciation of fine woodwork'

the flowering and evergreen 
trees that lovingly surround the 
house. . - ..

The services of an architect

is' evident throughout the house 
in the hardWoocT^ldors' and 
ca ryed
Jlr. BoWi^an^fransfej^d;the

This home on Thumps Street South is thp exnet renlica of one in California.

home to his wife,- a Turner from 
Beachville in 1914 for,the sum of 
$1.0.0.
■'■fAt Jirst glance 'the white 
structure looks like .a doll’s 
house Lbuilt for people. The 
charming house combines all 
the features that Victorians 
loved; the pillared porch, bay 
yvindows, roof angles, inter
secting each other, brackets 
•under the eaves and a Jittle 
tower, topped with a pmacle. 
Reflecting its California "herit
age, the house is stucco';?/ :

The present owners,” 'AV.H. 
Robinson fell in love with the 
house and its picturesque view 
at first sight. The view of 
Smith’s Pond disappeared when 
the dam gave way and has been 
replaced by a green field.
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Built by Fred Bowman, Ingersoll merchant, 287 Thames 

Street South as it appeared in September 2012 



110 Charles Street West
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110 Charles Street East as it appeared in August 2012



Echoes of the Past ,
—J

King Street home once an Indian 
trad© post and camping ground

BY HELEN W. FOSTER •

Set well back from the stage 
coach highway of King Street 
East, the old green frame house 
and surrounding property are 
an integral, part of Ingersoll’s 
history... •\’r

The present owner, Dr. John 
A Patterson believes the knoll 
was once an Indian trading 
post. Library research refers to 
the commanding position as an 
Indian /summer camping 
ground.

The property was purchased 
in 1815 by John Carroll, one of 
Oxford County’s earliest known 
while settlers. It included the 
“land to the bank of the river 
Thames to the burying ground 
allowed in the s.e. angle of the 
lot.” John later divided the 
property between two of his ' 
sons2 Daniel and James.___

Daniel, who acquired the 
farmhouse, was active in 
business in and around Inger
soll and established a flour mill 
about where the Canadian Tire 
store is now located. He 
married Clarissa Hall whose 
family home further to the east, 
wasVthe first brick home in 
Ingersoll.

From the use of square nails 
and the panelling of the interior 
doors, a type discontinued after 

1830, construction is believed to 
have taken place prior to that 
date. The windows are par
ticularly noteworthy as the use 
of the 12 pane panel is both a 
mark of extreme age and high 
quality workmanship.

Originally there was just the 
central portion, a traditionally 
plain, no nonsense design. The 
wings were added at the turn of 
the century in the English 
manner of paried out-buildings 
flanking the house rather than 
the American addition at the 
rear, hidden from view. The 
dormers are a later addition as 
well, but the full front porch has 
been cut back to its present size.

Library files record coins 
found in the orchard dating 
back to 1837 when militia 
soldiers sheltered their horses 
there.

The cemetery in the. south 
east corner exists no more, long 
since overrun/by grazing cattle. 
The stones were removed and 
according to Byron Jenvey, who 
used to walk past the old 
graveyard on his way to school, . 
they were rumoured to have 
been used as flooring for. a 
basement in a nearby home as 
well as for several walkwavs.

Since publishing May 3 
Echoes of the Pas^article on the 
former Bowman home on 

Thames Street South, Fred 
Bowman’s granddaughter, 
Ruth Grieve, along with others 
have corrected an error.

Mr. Bowman owned three 
houses at different times, all on 
Thames Street. The charming 
stucco home in the article was 
not built by Mr. Bowman but 
purchased by him from Walter 
Reader. Extensive carpentry 
was carried out in the shell of a 
house by Walter Reader under 
the direction of Fred Bowman 
and bis wife, Minnie.

Miss Grieve is uncertain of a 
Californian connection with this 
home, although she remembers 
visiting her grandparents as a 
young girl and thought that they 
lived in a castle. The deed was 
transferred to Minnie Bowman 
in 1931 at the cost of $1.

The home “Florida style” 
that Fred Bowman had built is 
at the corner of Holcroft and 
Thames Street, “Valley View.”

C 1 c
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This home, located on King Street East, was once an Indian trading post. Library files record coins 
found in the orchard, near the home, dating back to 1837 when militia soldiers sheltered their horses 
there. .

&

This home at 111 King Street East was demolished in the 1990s



244 Oxford Street
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Oxford Street home was once owned 
by a manufacturer of lumber; .

BY HELEN W. FOSTER

In a town where brick homes 
predominate, this white frame

house stands out beautifully on 
the corner of Oxford and Ann 
Streets.

The former home of Justus

Miller incorporates nearly all 
the features of a high Victorian 
home.

Described as “a beautiful new

as a tsz w ss ® s»

This home, at the corners of Oxford and Ann Street, incorporates nearly all the features of a high 
Victorian home. The lumber for the home is believed to have come from the Muller’s planning mill at 
Mount Elgin. .

home” in 1895, it has a 
whimsical tower and bay 
windows, intersecting roof 
angles from the main hipped 
roof section, a veranda with 
softly curved arches and a 
generous application of fancy 
woodwork. Everything is de
lightfully off balance in a 
successful Victorian attempt to 
create an outline that is a 
delight to the eye.

Mr. Miller was engaged in 
business as a manufacturer of 
lumber and in the 1880’s he and 
his brother Roger had a 
successful career as con
tractors with the Dominion 
Government constructing large 
public works such as canal 
locks, docks and harbor im
provements.

The lavish contrasts in wood 
are mute testimony to a 
fondness for and knowledge of 
lumber. The roof is shingled. 
Note the beautiful winged eave 
supports and the scalloped 
decorative pattern under the 
bay windows and the turret.

The present owner, John 
Rawlings, believes that the 
lumber for the house came from 
the Miller’s planing mill at Mt. 
Elgin and that Frank Leake, a 
noted artisan in wood carving, 
worked on the interior of the 
house. When the interior was 
re-designed, Rawlings had 2 by 
4’s made from the heavy two 
foot wide planks that had been 
used in the original construct
ion.



244 Oxford Street as it appeared in September 2012



This home, originally part of the William Carnegie estate was once a school, Many local residents remember attending the two room
elementary school.

\ BY^IELEN W. FOSTER

There areSeveral homes on John Street
with checkered histories but one of the 
strangest is this white frame building with
the curiou^ windows.

Originally part of the William Carnegie
estate,, the? Methodist Church errected a 
building for worship in the 1870’s. The
building did not last long as a church, 
however, and it became part of the public 
school system when it was acquired by the
Union Board of School Trustees in 1883,

There are many residents in Ingersoll 
today who remember attending the two 
room John Street elementary school, 
among them Charlie Stevens who used to 
recall skipping across the street in his bare 
feet to attend class. A souvenir edition of 
the Ingersoll Sun, 1907 refers to the 
"Misses McPhater and A. Hull teachers in 
John St. School.”

According to an early report from R. A. 
Paterson, Inspector of Public Schools, 
pupils crowded out of the Ward School 
were transferred to the old Church on John

Street until the completion of Princess 
Elizabeth School in 1909,

Two-years-later the building was to. a 
private individual who then transferred 
ownership to the Roman Catholic 
Episcopal Corporation Diocese of London. 
In the 30’s the building was converted into 
apartments and the long windows were 
divided in Two.

The present owner, Norman Brown, has 
in his possession a charming . old 
photograph showing the young pupils lined 
up in front of the school with their two 
teachers in the background. ,

163 John Street



163 John Street as it appeared in August 2012



200 Albert Street

BY HELEN W. FOSTER

In 1836,,? Charles Ingersoll 
divided extensive lands in the 
south west of the village among 
his sons. The land upon which 
the imposing grey house sits, 
passed through several hands 
as the years rolled by. It is 
believed that the house was 
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The land upon which this house sits has passed through several hands as the years „ 
rolled by. It is believed the home was originally built around 1866 by John S. Gurnett, 
publisher of the Ingersoll Chronical. In 1880 the land was passed on to the Mayor of 
Ingersoll, Thomas Seldon.

h

J

built about 1866 by John S. 
Gurnett, publisher of the 
Ingersoll Chronicle.

The doughty Gurnett estab
lished his elegant domicile on 
Albert Street at some distance 
from the hubbub of the 
commercial centre of the new 
town and the house seems to 

reflect the taste of a solid and 
respected citizen. x

The romanesque theme in the 
rounded front door, sidelights 
and curved transom is echoed in 
the arched brickwork on the 
front face of the building. This is 
repeated in the triple-windowed 
bay and the glass throughout is 

exquisitely bevelled.
;.’’s tfr'

V ’ ? ....
‘ In 1888 the property passed to 

the Mayor of Ingersoll, Thomas 
Seldon. He was a prosperous 
businessman who exported 
apples and poultry to England. 
It was partly due to his efforts 
that the spraying of fruit 
orchards was begun jocally.

According to a newspaper 
article dated 1967, Seldon 
extended the dining room to the 
south and built a den at the 
front where the conservatory 
has been. He also added the

front porch. The solid romane
sque entrance blends with the 
overall style of the house, its 
Ionic columns supporting a 
classical triangular entablature 
and further topper by a railing 
that is cornered by graceful 
urns.

In 1916 George Mason, an 
influential businessman in 
town, purchased the house and 
moved in with his bride. Irene 
Mason recalls that a lady’s 
saddle had been left in the coach 
house and that the house 
contained magnificent mirrors 
that Seldon brought back from 
one of his many trips to

England. When they moved in, ■ 
the brick home was painted red 
and she believes that at other 
times it was yellow and green.

Now the house is French Grey 
and the town that Gurnett had 
wished to keep at a distance, 
has encircled the lovely old 
home.

H
om

e once ow
ned by new
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historic homes

From The Big Smoke 
to The Big Cheese, 
and small-town life
Second of four

Story and photos .
by MARILYN SMUUHRS , • . ;
of The Sentinel-Review

INGERSOLL - One example of 
how real estate prices have 
soared in large urban centres is il
lustrated by the Koffman family’s 
experience. ■ ' ' - ‘

After his job was transferred to 
the southwestern Ontario. Alan 
Koffman and wife Dorothy put 
their 12-year-old, aluminum-sided 
house on the Toronto market. The 
two storey structure backed on to 
a major highway and had a front 
yard that was shared by 
neighbors.

The house sold in five days.
Meanwhile, in Ingersoll, a 

gracious historic home on a 
shady, landscaped lot is adorned 
by a "For Sale'1 sign for months 
and months. The Koffmans 
scooped it up in October of 1936 for 
actually less than what their 
house in Toronto brought.

“We just love it here," said 
Dorothy of their transition from 
city to small town life. "There's 
no comparison. This place is just

unbelievable.” . - ' - ' ’
Their home is The Mason

House, situated on the corner of 
Frances and Albert streets. Ac

. cording to research done by J.C.
, Herbert, the house was build in 

1866 for John'Gurnett, publisher 
of The Ingersoll Chronicle, who ; 
wanted a place away from town.

. Since then, ’Ingersoll has sur-
- rounded Mason House and 

neighboring homes now' stand in 
the appie orchard. In 1838, the, 
house passed on to .Thomas 
Seldon, a former mayor of Inger- . 
soli and an exporter of apples. It 
then was transferred in 1916 to- 
George and Irene Mason, for ■ 
whom the house is named. ■

THREE LAHRS OF BRICK ----- -- -

Although the house is made of 
three layers of yellow brick, it’s 
now painted a shade of french 
grey — befitting the house's 
Romanesque theme. The large 
front stone porch, triple-arched 
windows ana rounded front door 
with curved transom are other in
dications of the style.

Inside, the visitor to the Mason 
House is visually struck by the

THE MASON House was built in 1866 for John de. Alan and Dorothy Koffman became the 
S. Gumett, publisher of The Ingersoll Chroni- home’s owners over a year ago.
solid walnut staircase that curves 
up to the second floor. Original 
walnut and brass furnishings re
main throughout the home.

Highlights of the parlor include 
two expansive mirrors, both in 
gold frames and one with hand- 
painted drawings. They were 

bought in England, shipped to 
New York and eventually arrived 
in Ingersoll by rail. The formal 
dining room features deep bhie, 
handpainted wallpaper and an 
elaborate pressed tin ceiling A 
conservatory, also on the first. 

floor, has an airy feel due to the 
curved windows overlooking the 
gardens outside.

The Koffmans are thrilled with 
their home's history. They recent- 
!•' had the original deed and other 
documents framed for proud 
display.
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200 Albert Street as it appeared in August 2012



This cabin, located on River Road was formerly owned by foreman of the maintenance crew. The house > was 
the railway. It was built on the right of way for the section acquirejd by John Revell around 1900.

Cabin once used by the railway
X,:

BY HELEN W. FOSTER

Hdrer is -an abandoned 
cabin in a field, door ajar 
and'greying in the sun. The 
little forgotten house on the 
Riv&t Road farm of Jim 
Revell^ has a surprising 
history.

Al the turn of the century 
when M the railway was 
King, these little houses 
were built on the right of 
way for the sectiorT-fore- 
mSft' of the maintenance 
cre\y?'J’K ? v ■

The system was 'event
ually abandoned along with • 
the railroad houses?,’ fl 1

This one was acquired by? 
Jolin Revell around1 1900? 
He mp.ved it away from the 
track "ahd up to his farm. 
With the help of a neighbor 

• the house was loaded on 
two farnj wagons and a 
steam vtractor pulled'the 
strange load up the hill.

Hi$> son, Jim, Revell, 
claims that the£frame’is 
sfill so'iid although vandals 
ha^/e/broken the windows 
and, ■’...otherwise',»damaged 
this qjilque piece of history.

Tlierg are”, two notable 
features, in the house. The 
roof is known as "Salt-

box”, the design being 
similar to the early set
tler’s boxes of salt. The

short front section was the 
lid. The back roof is 
extended in a straight line 
to cover the addition. More

popular in the New Eng
land States than here, it is 
nevertheless a practical 
design and is found thro
ughout Ontario as well.

The second feature is the 
use of board and batten

construction, that is, vert- 
icle boarding with narrow 
strip board between the 
sections. This method is 
more commonly found in 
old barns and can be seen 
in the Cheese Factory 
Museum in Ingersoll.

Echoes of the Past
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211 Thames Street North 
' L

Sig®

The Royal Canadian Legion, located on Thames Street was built by the Christopher 
brothers, an early Ingersoll firm of contractors. The property was acquired by George 
Christopher in 1856 and the building went up in 11871.

Echoes of the Past

Royal Canadian Legion was
bpilt by a

B W1ELEN VV. FOSTER

The Christophers were
an early firm of con
tractors in Ingersoll. The 
GaLvtteer of 1862 made
reference to the intensive 
business “with 14 men in 
their employment working 
with a 16-horse power 
engine/’

This property on Thames.. 
St. North was acquired by 
George Christopher, arch
itect, in 1856, additonal 
lands purchased in 1871.

He proceded to build 
himself an Italianate Villa,

local contractor
with their Tuscan towers 
and long arched windows 
breathes romance of far 
away places.

By the turn of the century 
the home belonged to the 
Ellis family, believed to be 
the same that owned the 
Ellis Furniture Company.

For a while it was turned 
into apartments and Joe 
Balfour, a former resident 
recalls that all six bedroom 
rooms had marble fire- . 
places. Unefficient for. 
heating, they have long 
since been removed.

The focus of design of the
a style that was popular 
among the Victorians in 
their desire to relate to the 
past. . X

Romantic.1 Eclecticism is 
the term used for this 
borrowing of other styles'

house is the decorative 
tower. It used to hgpse 
innumerable bats and a 
flock of pigeons, all of 
which were evicted When 
the Royal-<?hfl&dian Legion 

.acquired possession of the

3



211 Thames Street North as it appeared in August 2012, the home of the Royal
Canadian Legion branch 119



A log cabin from piopeer Canada
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; 'BY HELEN W. FOSTER

? ’ - I. 7 ’■

It is |i^nost impossible to comprehend 
what day. to day living was really like in 
pioneer;Canada. There are reconstructed 
forts and settlements but they become an 
entity u£to themselves and it is not until 
one comes across a cabin such as this that 
the enormity of the task of making a home 
in the wilderness, is realized.

The log cabin, just outside Ingersoll, on 
the road to Thamesford. is the original 
home of the Stephenson family and was 
shelter for the family until the brick house 
was constructed. Some of the original 
wood has rotted away and was replaced by 
the late Harry Stephenson. It is sad to note 
that the replacement logs have not lasted 
as long as the originals.

The cabin was built further back from 
the road and was moved to its present 
location by the Highway in 1921.

Such log cabins were usually absorbed 
into subsequent farm buildings, becoming 
barns for livestock or summer kitchens as 
the families moved into more elaborate 
constructions that were commonly built 
directly in front of the first log home.

This little cabin with its square-end 
construction is unique in that it was kept 
separate.

This is not to say that it was preserved as 
a monument however, and according to 
Ruth Ann Stephenson, it has served time 
as a service station, a fruit stand and a gift 
shop. The landmark on the Log Cabin 
Road is unoccupied now andslowly loosing 
its battle with weather and.qld age. It is a 
unique part of OxfordCounty and 
Canada’s history.



The log cabin as it appeared in August 2013 at the north-west corner of Oxford
County Road 119 & the 27th Line



190 Thames Street North was demolished in the 1980s

Hoiiie once connected to hotel
■BY HELEN W. FOSTER

John Christopher acquired this prop- 
perty, 190 Thames Street North, a little to 
the south and across the street from the 
land purchased by his brother George 
(now the Royal Canadian Legion).

About 1873 John also erected a brick 
Italianate Villa similar to his brother’s but 
without a tower. The windows are long and 
rounded, complimented by fancy stone 
trim. The bay windows at the front and 
both sides are topped on the second storey 
by a gable finished with elaborate verge 
board. Decoration is lavished on the 

( exterior of the old home with its lively 
, textural contrast between wood and brick 
5 and restless succession of wall planes.

)
The original porch has been replaced 

and the present owner Mrs. Sam Douglas 
says it has changed the appearance of the 
house somewhat. Her husband Sam bought 
the property in 1940.

Lrrj

At one time it belonged to Kenneth 
Murray and it is believed by the Douglas 
family that he was connected with the 
McMurray Hotel, one of .the many 
Ingersoll hotels that fell to the wrecker’s 
hammer.

Mrs. Douglas moved from Cherry Street 
with her husband Sam to the lavish home. 
She laughs when she recalls that the house 
has acquired quite a reputation over the 
years that they had to live down.

?
j

“They don’t build -thenM-flike^'that 
anymore” she said and the carved wooden 
staircase and interior arched doorways 
give mute testimony to the solid tand 
thorough construction.

IB

*̂This  home built by John Christopher around 1873 is now 
owned by Mrs. Sam Douglas. Although the original porch 
has been replaced, changing the appearance of the house

someUnat, fe*r  other .changes hine been made. It is 
believed rhe home wa§ isKone time connected with the 
McMurray Hotel. * _ ,



The town’s first frame house was built by Elisha Hall in 1826.

Soldier-dodging Elisha Hall 
built first.frame house

INGEBSOLL - The hottie 
above depicted in a sketch by ' 
Harry Whitwell was the first 
frame house in Ingersoll 
Elisha Hall built (he house of 
plank siding in 1826. It is now 
the home of Ted Newell. 156 
Concession St.

Elisha Hall build a sawmill 
in 1822 on Canterbury Sireel 
Hater known as Stuart's 
MilH that was powered by 
waler from Hall's Hood. On 
his land he cultivated five 
acres of grapes lor fhe local 
winery, and to acres of hops

lor Bixel Brewery.
Bui Hall, a local mag

istrate who joined the 
rebels under William Lyon 
JMacKenzie,- is probably best 
known for the way he eluded 
capture during (he 1837-38 
rebellion.

Two soldiers sent (o 
capture Hall allowed his wife 
io go Io (he well for water 
while guarding his home.

So Hall, dressed in his 
wife's clothing carrying a 
pail in each hand and 
imitating his wife's walk 
w enl lo (he well for water one

evening al (he usual lime.
The soliders paid no heed, 

and once at (be well. Hall hid 
on a ledge in the open well. 
During the night, he 
discarded his wife's clothing 
and escaped under cover of 
darkness into (he dense bush.

II was nol until (he next 
morning (hat (he guards 
found (he empty pails and 
women’s clothing beside (be 
well.

Realizing (hey had been 
duped the soldiers followed 
Hall's hacks through (he

woods. : ’■
Hall had reached Salford, 

where he look refuge in 
Hiram Ranney’s barn.

Ranney spotted the two 
soldiers coining down the 
road and kepi them talking 
while Hall made off into the 
woods again.

Several years later Hall, 
who had been granted am
nesty by Queen Victoria, 
r eturned lo Ingersoll.

He is buried in Ingersoll 
Hural Cemetery.

■7



94-96 King Street East at the corner of Carroll Street

Sketch by Harry Whitwell of what now is the Masons apartment, formerly the Carroll Hotel 
on the Ohl Stage Road.

Once most easterly hotel
INGERSOLL - This building 

depicted in this sketch by Harry 
Whitwell is now the Mason 
Apartments at (he corner of 
King Street East and Carroll 
Streets.

Formerly it was the Carroll 
House built in 1855—the most 
easterly hotel on the Old Stage 
Road in Ingersoll.

The Old Stage Road was the 

first real road through the 
Ingersoll area. It connected with 
settlements further east. Most 
roads were no more than 
cleared trails through the 
wilderness.

The road got its name from 
the stage coaches which 
travelled it. It was along this 
road that mail, travelled from 
Brantford to London.

In the beginning, the Stage 
Coach Road wras no more than a 
trail made by Indians and 
(rappers.

It was along this trail that 
Thomas Ingersoll in 1793 was 
guided by Brant’s Indians.

Stage coaches slopped every 
15 miles along the rough road lo 
change horses and rest. Hotels 

sprang up along the road to meet 
the demand. All hotels had 
stables where the travellers on 
horse>back could rest and feed 
their horses.

, At one time Ingersoll had as 
many as 15 hotels. Today only 
one remains—the Ingersoll Inn 
on King Street—formerly the 
Old Stage Road.

11,



94-96 King Street East at the corner of Carroll Street as it appeared in September 
2012



30 King Street West

Sketch by Harry Whitwell shows historic Ingersoll Inn.

Colorful history for Inn
INGERSOLL — The Ingersoll 

Inn depicted in the above sketch 
by Harry Whitwell was built at 
the same time as the historic Old 
Town Rall at the opposite corner 
of Oxford and King Street—the 
former Old Stage Road.

The- builders, Christopher 
Brothers, used yellow brick 
made by Byron Jenvey’s father 
al his Springford factory for 
both buildings. The brick on the 
Inn is now hidden beneath red 
paint, but bricks in the Old Town 

Hall building have been left in 
their natural state.

The Ingersoll Inn was built on 
the site of the former Daly 
House one year after it burned to 
the ground.

Absolem Daly had built a one- 
storey log house on the site in 
1838. Indians traded goods there 
and it was also a place where 
travellers stopped to rest as they 
travelled along the main road of 
the pioneer settlement.

As more and more travellers 
came by stage coach and hor
seback, Daly built a frame 
second storey to his original log 
building.

The American Civil War broke 
out in 1861, five years after the 
new yellow brick Ingersoll Inn 

was built. And many were the 
plots discussed within its walls. 
The hotel’s location halfway 
between Detroit and Niagara 
Kails made it an ideal meeting 
place to discuss ways of getting 
supplies from England through 
Canada south of the border.



The Ingersoll Inn at 30 King Street West, as it appeared circa 1970.  The Inn was 

demolished in the late 1980s.  The site is now the home of the Ingersoll          

Municipal offices and the  Ingersoll Library at 130 Oxford Street 



29 Noxon Street

Sketch above shows the former Noxon home, once used as hospital.

Afoxon heme w&s hespitd
INGERSOLL — The above 

sketch by Harry Whitwell shows 
(he former Noxon home used as 
a hospital until it was 
demolished in 1951 to provide a 
parking lol for the present 
Alexandra Hospital.

The old hospital, as the Noxon 
home was known, in 1909 had 16 
beds. It had a total of 120 
patients annually.

In 1946 town taxpayers ap
proved a grant of $150,000 to 
Alexandra Hospital Board of 
Trust to build a new hospital 

large enough to serve the 
community.

The new hospital, built by Sch- 
wenger C. Construction Co. at a 
cost of $565,000. was officially 
opened June 4. 1950.

The first attempt to get a 
Hospital in Ingersoll began in 
June 1889. Il was unsuccessful. 
Only a few persons signed a 
petition being circulated.

It was nine years later tha,| the . 
first hospital was opened by Dr.' 
J.M. Rogers in the front rooms 
of a Frances Street house. One

nurse assisted the doctor.
Dr. Angus McKay established 

another hospital the same year 
in a house at the corner of 
Victoria and McKeand streets. 
He also had one nurse.

In 1900 town doctors jointly set 
up a public hospital in the 
William Waterworth house on 
Oxford Avenue. They installed 
modern equipment and per
formed operations at the 
hospital. Also for'the first time 
babies were delivered in a

hospital rather than at home.
The Noxon Street home of Dr. 

Angus McKay was purchased in 
1909 and named ' Alexandra 
Hospital. The same year a board ' 
of trust was apppointed to 
manage (he hospital.



Formerly the home of James Noxon, The Alexandra Hospital at 29 Noxon Street, 

as it appeared circa 1940.  The old hospital was demolished in the late 1940s.  

Below, Alexandra Hospital as it appears in August 2012 



22 Charles Street East

Sketch by Harry Whitwell shows R. Morgan blacksmith shop.

An old, booming business
INGERSOLL — Blacksmith shops now are obsolete but at 

one time few towns were without one.
In 1891, D.D. Morgan owned a blacksmith shop on the south 

side of Charles Street East, where Glassford Motors now is 
located. ,-i

Morgan had two children—a boy, Russel and one girl. When 
Russel was 16, he joined his father and learned the blacksmith 
business. D.D, Morgan then purchased a building just east of 
his original shop.

The new building was located facing Water Street, about 50 
yards behind the west side of Charles Street bridge over the 
Ingersoll Creek.

In 1915 D.D. Morgan died and his son took over the 
blacksmithing business.

Russel Morgan’s son J.D. Morgan now is an Ingersoll ac
countant.

According lo J.D., there was a carpenter shop erected on 
the south side of the blacksmith shop where wagon and buggy 
wheels were made. Solid rubber tires were used with a wire 
running through the centre of the rubber for strength.

The blacksmith shop had places for two rows of horses, one 
on the north side and one on the south. Also, there were two 
special stalls for hard to handle horses to be shod and a door 
midway down the south side wall into the carpentry shop.



22 Charles Street East at the corner of Water Street, as it appears in August 2012



7 King Street West

Harry Whitwell sketch shows old Mason and Maitland Theatre, now Jack Warden’s 
pliance store.

From theatre to retailing
INGERSOLL — The above sketch by Harry Whitwell 

depicts the old Maitland Theatre which is today the location of 
J.T. Warden Appliances and Lighting, 7 King St. W.

When built around the turn of the century it was intended for 
use as a furniture store. But industrialist George Mason, 
realizing the potentiality of moving pictures, renovated the 
building to accommodate audiences.

The theatre was sold to the Maitlands in 1921.

With the innovation of talkies the Maitland spent $30,000 on 
redesigning the interior, installing a larger screen and 
changing the seating to accommodate 456 persons.

The era of talkies opened at the Maitland Theatre with 
Desert Song. Admission to matinee performances was 25 
cents for adults and 10 cents for children.

In 1965 Jack Warden bought the theatre building. And the 
old theatre, gone full circle, was converted back to the use for 
which it was originally built—a retail store.

a O (



7 King Street West, now the King’s Variety, as it appears in August 2012



The old post office as originally built in 1898-9 on the site of the Royal Exchange.

Old post office on site of former hotel
INGERSOLL — The above sketch by Harry Whitwell shows 

the old Post Office built in 1898 on the site of the Royal 
Exchange Hotel that burned in 1872.

This three-storey terra cotta brick building with stone 
facing stood at the corner of Thames and Charles Streets, 
now the location of the Bank of Montreal.

The town still has the old bell which used to toll out the hours 
from the clock tower. It will be installed in the cairn outside 
the Cheese Factory Museum in Centennial Park.

Although this building is commonly referred to as the old 

Post Office, it had several King Street locations. .
The first post office in town established in 1821 at the north

east corner of King and Water Streets was called the Oxford 
Post Office. It was the first post office in Oxford County. 
Postmaster was Charles Ingersoll, son of Thomas Ingersoll 
who founded the town in 1795. Charles’ step-brother James 
took over as postmaster in 1832.

The old Post Office shown in the sketch was replaced in I960 
with a new Federal Building, 26 Charles St. W. It contains, as 
well as a post office, the manpower centre and customs office.
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The Ingersoll Post Office at 104 Thames Street South pictured circa 1950, this 

building was demolished in the early 1960s.  This site is now home to the Bank 

of Montreal, shown below in August 2012 



Murray House and later St. Charles Hotel built in 1868.
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St. Chwles Hotel
INGERSOLL — Dewan 

Festival Gardens now occupies 
the site where once stood the St. 
Charles Hotel depicted in the 
above sketch by Harry Whit
well.

The McMurray House, as it 
was originally known, was built 
in 1868 at the comer of Charles 
and Thames Streets. The hotel 
catered to local residents and 
train travellers.

Gus Morello bought the hotel 
in 1930 and re-named it the St. 
Charles.

Morello changed the business 
into a combined hotel and 
restaurant.

After his death the hotel 
ceased to operate but the 
restaurant continued. The 
building was finally demolished 
in 1971, The site, and additional 
property, was bought by the 
down to widen the former 
“horse and buggy” comer ana 
provide a small parkette in the 
core area.

In 1973 the town council gave 
its beautification committee 
$3,000 and assigned it the task of 
looking after the new green 
area. This project became the 
pride and joy of the committee 
chairman Patrick Dewan.

The oasis of green grass, 
flower beds, winding paths, 
fountain, shade trees and 
benches was variously referred 
to by local residents as the green 
area, the chalet, or the old St. 
Charles hotel site.

But in 1976 all that was ended. 
Town council decided the 
parkette should be named 
Dewan Festival Gardens, to 
honor Dewan, a former Oxford 
MPP, and one-time Ontario 
Agriculture Minister."

Dewan Festival Gardens this 
year came under the jurisdic
tion of the town’s parks 
department 'with/-, the 
beautification committee ser
ving in an advisory capacity.



The St. Charles Hotel at the north-west corner of Thames and Charles Streets as 

it appeared circa 1950.  Below, Dewan Park now occupies the same corner,      

pictured August 2012 



195 Thames Street South

Sketch by Harry Whitwell shows one of the oldest industries in the town. It still stands.

Last of the
INGERSOLLOf all the industries that sprang up in town 

during the 1880s, only one still stands in the core area—the 
Ingersoll Casket Company Inc., 195 Thames St, S.

Two of the last of the factories—Morrow Screw and Nut 
Company and Shelby Knitting Mills—fell under the wreckers’ 
hammer in the past couple of years, paving the way for 
modern shopping plazas,

Zehr's now stands on the former Shelby site. But when its 
major tehant, A and P Food Stores, backed out, Ingrox 
Limited built modern warehouse buildings in place of a 
proposed shopping mall on the former Morrow property.

In 1899, an American company, St, Charles Condensing Co., 
built a factory on King Street West. That building also 
remains standing today operated by Borden Co. Ltd. which 
took over the St. Charles company in the early 1900s,.

Bordens now employs about 100 persons. It produces sweet

old industry
and condensed milk, coffee creamer,-hot chocolate, crystal 
drinks, and bottles fresh fruit juices. .

The four-storey brick building in the above sketch con
structed of bricks from Charles Jenvey of Springford in 1887, 
first housed the Hault Manufacturing Co. When Hault died in 
1894, his partner, A.H. Ellis took over the business which 
manufactured fine furniture that was shipped across Canada.

In 1922, Ellis sold his business to James Cole.
After Cole Furniture Co. closed down its furniture 

operation, hockey sticks were made on the top floor of the 
building. ■

The Ingersoll Casket Company was established in 1929. E.J. 
Davis of Toronto bought the casket company in 1958.

He sold the business to Ingersoll accountant Hugh Ponting 
’ in April 1978.

The firm today employs 16 persons.



Above, the Ingersoll Casket Company & the James A. Cole         

Furniture Company at 195 Thames Street South, as it appeared 

circa 1935.  This building was demolished in the late 1980s.       

Below, the TD Bank occupies the site, pictured August 2012. 



The haunted 
Norsworthy home

BY HELEN W. FOSTER

Behind an impressive screen of shade 
trees, the Norsworthy home broods over 
Ingersoll.

Janies Counter Norsworthy came with 
FnJarHntS t0 Canada from Devonshire, 
England in 1852 and eventually established 

himself as ‘‘Banker and Broker, Insurance 
and Loan Agent” on King Street.

Originally Crown Land, the 200 acres 
was granted in 1806 to Ebenezer Whiting, 
one of Ingersoll’s early settlers. The 
present owner of the home, Jessie Robins, 
believes that the house was built in the 
1850’s and it came with the dowry of 
Norsworthy’s first wife, Mary Jane.

The marriage was announced in the 
Ingersoll Chronicle, May 2, 1978,
“Thursday evening last, our townsman’ 
J.C. Norsworthy was united in marriage 
with Miss May, eldest daughter of Mrs. 
Cuthbert of West Oxford in the presence of 
a number of invited guests. Mr. and Mrs.
Norsworthy left on the midnight train for 
New York. We wish them every 
happiness.”

The following week there appeared a 
letter with the bold headline • Advice to the
Newly Married Man from an Experienced 
Benedict The long column of free advice 
contained, among other things. “Don’t 
scold your wife and don’t beat your 
children, if you have any. ..Bathe often, 
look after your health....and never go 
home drunk....Keep clear of your wife's 
relations....Yours, John” Just who “John” 
was and why he felt empowered to give 
such advice is lost in the pages of time.

Norsworthy elaborated upon the plain 
red brick Ontario farmhouse until he had a 
structure worthy of the dignity of the 
position that he held in town. The result is 
a melange of styles that nonetheless 
presents a picaresque view to the 
observer.

A veranda, usually thought to give a 
house a fashionable urban air, is graced 
with solid Doric columns. The left side is 
enclosed with stone and has beautiful 
stained glass windows. There are 
sumptuous glass windows throughout the 
home both exterior and interior. The right 
veranda sports a bandshell design, topped 
with a very Victorian pinacle.

C Po-y • c

Above the pillared portico is a stately 
circular balcony which in turn is topped by 
a curiously curved gable. Although the 

r pointed arches suggest Gothic, the window 
, is curved Romanesque. The rounded 
design is echoed in the carved wooden fans 

.of the flanking gables and in the 
■ tri-wihdows on either side of the house. An 
iltalianate tower is not only a decorative 
’addition but practical as well. It housed a 
water tower and the giant steel tanks are 
still in place.

The main door has a transom extending 
over the sidelights. It is less sound 
structurally than a shortened transom, but 
a pleasing arrangement and a typical 
pattern in Ontario.

The interior of the home is magnificently 
finished in wood and it is said that 
Norsworthy had a carpenter in residence 
for over a year to complete the work. 
Frank Leake, a noted local woodcarver, 
did the elaborate mantelpieces.

Interior doors are all equipped with 
locks and each one has a keyhole cover, a 
delightful eccentricity of a moneylender 
who held mortgages on hundreds of 
properties in town.

The ghost of Norsworthy’s first wife, 
Mary Jane, is said to have haunted the 
house. Owner Jessie Robins attests to 
hearing and being a war.- of a “presence” 
in the home for many years. She believes 
that Mary Jane, who died of dyptheria in 
1891 while nursing hei' sick children, was 
looking for her daughter. The myterious 
Lady in Grey has not been seen on the 
balcony since the daughter Nellie died a 
few years ago.

The house shelters many secrets, chief 
among them an inexplicable natural flow 
of air that cools the house in summer. 
There is also a mysterious room under the 
basement that has never been explored.

It is rumoured that following his death in 
1936, Norsworthy’s strongbox was not 
found. Mrs. Robins says that guests amuse 
themselves probing the rich wood 
carvings, hoping to find the hidden spring 
that will disclose the molding secrets.

The bronze bust of his son Edward, who 
died in action in 1915, is now atop the 
family monument m the Rural Cemetery. 
Oddly enough it does not face the front of 
-the stone but is positioned so that he can 
keep an eye on his father’s strongbox 
across the rivgr. This is the last article in 
the series "Echoes of the Past”
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Beautiful old Ingersoll home
was part of bride’s dowry

By MARILYN SMOLDERS
of Tho Sentinol-Rovlew _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

One of a series
INGERSOLL — Nine yeqrs ago 

when the Maat family went sear
ching for a big house, they really 
meant BIG.

Annita and Derek Maat settled op 
the Norsworthy House, one of Inger
soll's most beautiful of homes. The 
century old structure is divided for 
the use of two families, the Maats 
and the Sjaarda family. Although 
each family has their privacy, cen
tral rooms are shared.

“As Christians, we needed a large 
house in order to live our lives in a 
deeper way. We need to support each ' 
other,” said Annita Maat.

Family members were able to 
adapt the red brick home to their 
lifestyles. There’s also an upper 
apartment that is rented out to peo
ple in need.

But in purchasing the home, they 
became aware of its rich history.

The house is named for the 
Norsworthy family. James Counter 
Norsworthy came to Canada with his 
parents from Devonshire, England.

Built in the mid-1850s, the house 
actually came with the dowry of 
Norsworthy’s first wife, Mary Jane 
Cuthbert, It features some of his 
Uwk as a stonemason but also that of 
other skilled tradesmen.

Leslie Daniel, a craftsman, was 
commissioned to paint elaborate 
ceiling frescoes. A woodworker, 
Frank Leake, carved four different 
fire place fronts, Some of these are 
decorated with the depictions of t

historic homes
Norsemen in honor of the Norswor
thy name. The 21-room house is also 
filled with dozens of pieces of stained 
glass and leaded windows.

A number of styles were borrowed 
for the exterior. The verendah is 
graced with the doric columns of a 
Greek temple. It hugs the house, cor
nered with a bandshell in Victorian 
fashion. A tower, to the rear of the 
house, was constructed in an 
Italianate style. At one time the 
tower had a practical use as well be
ing aesthetically pleasing; it stored 
water.

The Norseworthy home is an im
posing structure on King Street, near 

Ingersoll’s limits. From the hill at In
gersoll Rural Cemetery across town, 
its gables can be seen above other 
buildings. And at the cemetery, a 

’ bust of Major Edward Cuthbert 
Norsworthy sits atop a family monu
ment, supposedly keeping watch on 
his birthplace.

MAJOR Edward Cuthbert 
Norsworthy keeps guard on his 
home from a hill at Ingersoll 
Rural Cemetary. A soldier in 
World War I, Norsworthy was 
killed in action at Langemarck.



Old home
cleaned out 
first time

By ARMITA JANES 
Sentinel-Review staff writer 
INGERSOLL — One of the 

town’s finest manor homes will 
be emptied for the first time in 
more than 100 years following an 
auction Saturday at the home of 
Jim and Jessie Robins.

The auction follows sale by the 
Robins of the Norsworthy home, 
as it is known, on its four-acre 
site for the highest price ever 
paid for a residential property in 
Ingersoll.

The nearest contender, ac
cording to Ms. Robins, was sale 
of a Thames Street South home 
for $115,000, that does not even 
come close.

It was in 1878 James Nor
sworthy brought his bride 
Mary Jane Cuthbert to Norleigh, 
the centre of a prosperous 160- 
acre farm on the outskirts of 
Ingersoll.

Margaret Nash, a resident of 
the senior citizen complex on 
Carroll Street recalls as a child 
watching grand scale en
tertaining and large outdoor 
meetings held on the grounds of 
the Norsworthy home.

Her father bought the farm 
where the hired help lived on the 
Norsworthy property.

The second Mrs. Norsworthy, 
the former Elizabeth Taylor, 
entertained many church 
groups, she said, and it is for her 
the Norsworthy Chapter of the 
I0DE is named.

Coun. Jim Robins and his wife 
bought their home at 250 King 
St. E. 20 years ago furnished 
from Donald Quinn, manager of 
Roper Moto Mower. He Jived 
only a year in the 21-room house 
he had bought furnished from 
relatives of the Norsworthy 
family, Dr. Gilbert Field and his 
wife Inna of Grosse Pointe, 
Mich.

Jessie Robins said Tuesday 
not all of the Norsworthy fur
nishings, nor the Robins’ 
possessions, will be sold at 
auction Saturday.

She and her husband, who 

retires in July, will keep enough 
things to furnish the 10-room 
house they have bought that was 
the former home of the Ingersoll 
Creative Arts Centre on King 
Street East.

And now the home of the local 
insurance man who in 1890 sold 
his insurance business above 
Layton's Meat Market in the 
Norsworthy Building to become 
inspector of the North British 
and Mercantile Insurance Co. of 
Montreal has been sold to two 
London couples—Mr. and Mrs. 
Derk Maat and Mr. and Mrs. 
Wayne Sjaarda who will turn it 
into a two-family dwelling.



Local family 
plans to restore 
historic home
BY LIZ DADSON

I

Ken Hickey has always been in
terested in older homes.

Now he and his family are living in 
a piece of Ingersoll's history and 
plan to restore it.

The Hickeys have lived in Inger
soll for 11 years but just moved into 
the century-old, former-Norsworthy 
residence at 250 King St. E. on Sept. 
1.

"We owned a lot in Woodstock and 
planned to build a new home with a 
Victorian influence,” Hickey said. 
"But when we saw this place for 
sale, it was game over. We’ve ad
mired this place for years.”

The financial supervisor for 
General Motors in Woodstock said 
he would like to restore the home 
right back to its original state. It was 
built in the 1850s by Nathaniel 
Whiting, one of the early founders of 
Ingersoll, for whom Whiting Street 
was named. ,

The house passed into the hands of 
another esteemed early pioneer, 
Alex Cuthbert, and the property 
came into the Norsworthy name as it 
was part of the dowry of Mary Jane 
Cuthbert when she married James 
Cuthbert Norsworthy.

"We’re really interested in resear
ching the history of the house and 
the people who lived in it,” Hickey 
said. "It’s not just a place to live, it 
becomes a whole lol of other 
things,"

Hickey has asked Ingersoll Coun
cil to consider granting a heritage 
designation to the property. Council 
has deferred the issue lo the public 
works and planning committee 
which meets early next month.

With the designation, Hickey said 
he could receive funding for some 
things, such as restoring the ex
terior. The funding could equal half 
of the cost, up to a maximum figure 
set by the heritage branch of the On
tario Ministry of Culture and Com
munications.

He noted there are also informa
tion resources he can turn to, such as 
literature from the Heritage Foun
dation and the Local Architectural 
Conservation Advisory Committee 
(LACAC).

Hickey expects the restoration lo 
be a lifelong project, with the 
21-room, 6,800-square-foot structure 
requiring a lol of work to return it to 
its original state.

"We’ll do what we have to do and 
what we can afford lo do,” he said. 
"We’re not attempting to put a 
dollar value on anything.”

Just before the Hickeys moved in, 
the house was being used as a multi
family dwelling. The new owners 
plan to revert it back by removing 
the kitchen from the front liv
ingroom and remove that wall, 
creating a front and back livingroom 
joined by an archway.

The house is a unique piece of 
history, Hickey said, noting it incor
porates the Beaux Arts style 
Classics, a form of Arts Deco ar-, 
chitecture. He knows of only three 
other structures in this style, the 
Norsworthy building in Ingersoll, 
and two homes, one in London and 
the other in Kitchener.

At the lime of his ownership, 
James Norsworthy commissioned 
dozens of stained and leaded win
dows made for the house, as well as 
hardwood floors laid with intricate 
parquet in a variety of woods. He 
also had elaborate ceiling frescoes 
and covings done.

The very finest materials were put 
into Norsworthy's refurbished 
house. He also had built the 
wraparound front porch and the 
study front in cut fieldstone.

The third floor is large enough to 
provide the Hickeys with a guest 
apartment.

Hickey pointed out that the huge 
house is heated by a combination of 
hot water and oil heat. He plans to 
compliment it with two wood stoves 
and some electrical heat.

The heat to provide hot water for 
daily use is supplemented with solar 
panels.

Hickey said he is fascinated by the 
gorgeous stained glass in the front 
entranceway. The windows appear 
different every day as the variant 
lighting causes different colors to 
shine. He said the historical house is 
very beautiful and he will enjoy fix
ing it up. "I've found my home 
here.”
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Family to restore historical Norsworthy home
By MARY ANNE STEPHENSON

Ken and Shirley Hickey have 
plans that will keep them knee-deep 
in history for quite awhile.

The couple and their family mov
ed into the old Norsworthy home at 
250 King St. E. last September and 
now thaf Ingersoll Council has 
designated it an historical home, 
they hope to restore it to its original 
grandeur.

After moving in, Hickey said they- 
first wanted to build a new home 
with a Victorian influence. "But 
when we saw this place for sale, it 
was game over. We’ve admired this 
place for years.”

"fa The financial supervisor for 
. A General Motors in Woodstock said 
v' he would like to restore the home 
,Q right back to its original state. It was
'p! built in the 1850s by Nathaniel 
I Whiting, one of the early founders of
f Ingersoll, for whom Whiting Street 

was named.
The house passed into the hands of 

another esteemed early pioneer, 
Alex Cuthbert, and the property 

, came into the Norsworthy name as it 
.was part of the dowry of Mary Jane 
Cuthbert when she married James 
Cuthbert Norsworthy.

U ■

“WeTe really interested in resear
ching the history of the house and 
the people who lived in it,” Hickey 
said. “It’s not just a place to live, it 
becomes a whole lot of other 
things.”

He had asked town.council to con
sider granting a heritage designa
tion to the property last fall. Now 
that the 21-room, three-storey home 
has been deemed an historical and

The former Norsworthy home on 250 King St E. is the first house in Ingersoll to receive an historical designation. Owners Ken and 
Shirley Hickey plan to restore the 21-room, three-storey structure to its original state. It was built in the 1850’s by Nathaniel Whiting, one 
of the early founders in Ingersoll. (Liz Dadson Photo)

architectural landmark, he can 
receive funding for such things as 

■ restoring the exterior.
The funding could equal half the 

cost, up to a maximum figure set by 
the heritage branch of the Ontario

Ministry of Culture and Communica
tions.

The couple’s first priority is to pre
vent any deterioration to the home, 
Hickey said. He plans to replace 
some of the metal on the roof and 

said some of the cement work needs 
rejointing.

A fresh coat of paint on the house's 
exterior is also in the works.

"The house had been divided into 
a double-family dwelling (before the 

Hickeys bought it) so we want to 
restore the original living room,” 
Hickey said.

A wall had been put up, dividing 
the living room to accommodate a 
front kitchen. The Hickeys plan to 

remove the wall and put the kitehen 
back into the front part of the living 
room. This requires removal of the 
tile corked floor to reveal the 
original Wood floor.

In addition, the dry wall will be 
taken down to reveal the wood work 
beneath.
“It’s fortunate none of the original 

wood work was demolished,” 
Shirley Hickey said.

Fascinating stained glass

Ken wants to remove the 22 win
dows in the house because some are 
painted shut. The stained glass win
dows, which fascinate him, will also 
be restored.

There are four fireplaces in the 
house, some requiring new liners 
and chimney work. The wood work 
around them also needs repair.

The bright-windowed solarium is 
another focus for the Hickeys’ atten
tion. They want to put in a stone floor 
to add to its Victorian atmosphere, 
“We plan to add some wicker fur
niture.” Hickey said. "We got a lot 
of ideas from magazines.”

To make the dining room more 
convenient to the kitchen, they plan 
to move the family room from the 
west side to the east side. Shirley 
said the family room will be the only 
modem part of the home with the 
rest maintained in the Victorian set
ting.

They win add a laundry room and 
a washroom to the first floor of the 
house. It boasts four washrooms but 
none on the first floor.

The landscaping around thehome 
will also reflect its Victorian grace.
“We don’t want to put in a lot of

(continued on page 2)



Home becomes historical
The old Norsworthy home at 250 

King St. E. has been designated as 
having historical and architectural 
importance by the town.

Council passed a bylaw making 
the designation last week. It is the 
first time council has taken such ac
tion.

The home, now owned by Ken and 
Shirley Hickey, was built in the ear
ly L850's by Nathaniel Whiting, an 
early founder of Ingersoll.

Later, it passed into the hands of 
James Norsworthy, who undertook 
major renovations in the 1880's.

Il is a 21-room, three-storey home 
which includes such features as tur
rets, bays, multicolored brick work, 
stain glass windows and slate roofs.

The house also includes wood car
vings and elaborate ceiling frescoes.
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Above, 250 King Street East, once owned by James Counter 
Norsworthy, pictured August 2012. 



Sat., Sept*  14th 
I '4p.m.



First Anglican rector’s home
n Cemetery Lane, Ingersoll

Open totourfrom I to 2 p.m.

I n comparison to many of the older, stately homes in Ingersoll, 
that which sits at 2 Cemetery Lane is a rather unpretentious one, 
nestled among large, shady trees.

Today, Audrey Bosman and Diane Hoekstra, two sisters, 
preside over it, although it is owned by the McNiven family. The 
home is well over 150 years ago, according to Mrs. Hoekstra, and 
years ago it provided a residence for St. James’ Anglican 
Church’s first rector, the Rev. John Rothwell.

Although little of the home’s history is available, it’s known that 
the property was purchased from John Allen of Oxford County, for 
$3,500 on February 18, 1863, by Mr. Rothwell and his wife 
Elizabeth.

The Rothwell family actually arrived in Canada, from Ireland, 
in 1934, and they settled here shortly after their arrival. In a letter 
to her son, years later, Mrs, Rothwell describes her first 
impressions of Canada, and her first home. __

Describing her first Ingersoll area home, Mrs. Rothwell wrote, 
“There were two small houses joined together by a little passage, 
and not having a stable, the horses and goats had to occupy the 
smallest, so that when we sat at the table we could see them 
switching about their tails sometimes, which highly amused me, 
although it horrified my mother when she read my account of it in 
a letter,

“When Bess Armstrong came to see us on her way back to 
Ireland, she exclaimed at the appearance of comfort and said she 
had never taken the trouble of unpacking her things, she was so 
disappointed with the country. I was not so, however - it was better 
on the whole than I expected and it did me good and gave me a 
homelike feeling to try and make the room look pretty.’’

Mrs. Rothwell also explained the happenings of the day, saying, 
“The men went out to chop the first thing in the morning and as 
cholera was hardly out of the country, I thought it bad for them to 
go without eating, so every night I prepared either broth or rice 
milk very thick and left it in the “dipster’' where it cooked and was 
ready in the morning. Then we got up and breakfasted, after 
which they came in and we went out, either to ramble about or sit 
on logs until they had done. When they went out we would find 
everything washed up and put away and the floor swept as neatly 
as possible.

I could not get a woman to wash so tried to do some of the 
child’s clothes while your father was away in the woods, for fear 
he should see me. Johnny was my confidant and used to put the 
things out at night to dry and take them in before anyone was up in 
the morning; then I ironed them by snatches, and he, good boy, 
brought down a tray-full of the plain things which he had ironed all 
by himself up in the loft on one of the men’s chests.

"0 ne day before we moved to the farm, I wanted to go there and 
your Uncle took me up behind him on the horse to ford the river. 
There was no bridge then, after that they felled a tree across in 
one place; just as we reached the opposite bank the horse put its 
hind feet into a hole and I quickly slipped off over its tail into all 
the mud, half afraid it might kick and got so amused that I laughed 
most heartily. Your father was there too so I retreated to the bush, 
high cranberry bushes, I recollect well, and after taking off my 
wet clothes, put on his coat until Rothwell galloped to the Hotel for 
dry things. I was greatly afraid of being seen but your father said 
there was no one there to see me. They always had a laugh against 
me for my ducking. I who used to be such a rider in the old 
country. However, it would not have happened if I had been on a 
saddle. T used often to ride over to the village after we moved; one 
day they brought out a chair, I asked what it was for and was 
surprised to hear it was to help me mount, they had never seen 
anyone able to spring into the saddle - it made me laugh. Indeed I 
was always laughing at the curious ideas and ways of the country - 
but it was better than crying.”

RESTAURANT

-DAILY SPECIALS-

107 Thames ST. S., Ingersoll

485*1762

*W e had a large fireplace with a crane to hang the kettle and 
^ots on. I had slept on a hair mattress on the floor the first night 
and then they put up the mahogany bedstead for me and one iron 
one for junior. Uncle and I got Henderson to make clothes horses 
upon which I pinned sheets to serve as screens. Your Uncle, after 
a time, placed boards and put them round the room and floored it. 
I called it my deal box. We dined in it on Christmas day and then 
unpacked such things as were necessary to make it comfortalbe.

“We had the old oval mahogany table that belonged to your 
grandfather Hugh Rothwell at Trinity College, Dublin, when he 
was a young man, half a dozen mahogany chairs, which fitted into 
a case, your father’s desk, also of mahogany, with drawers below 
it; I had shelves put up in each recess beside the chimney to form 
little side tables, < those were delightful times when you could bore 
a hole with an augur, put in a couple of pegs and make a shelf 
wherever you wanted one) so together with the dark brown 
curtains of linen and woolen which you remember afterwards at 
“the Glebe’’ my deal box looked cosy enough.

Ingersoll 
Times

19 KING ST. WEST INGERSOLL, ONT.



Above, formerly 2 Cemetery Lane, at the north-east corner of 

Cemetery Lane and Pemberton Streets, pictured August 2012 



Nature surrounds Stearman home
60 King St. W„ Ingersoll

The once beautifully manicured gardens are now overgrown, 
and the fish pond built 50-some years ago to amuse four little girls, 
has long been filled in. But the gracious home owned by Bill and 
Betty Stearman, 60 King Street West, is still one of Ingersoll’s 
most prestigious.

The home was built in 1865 by a Doctor Walker. That was 33 
years before Ingersoll had its first hospital, but Dr. Walker had a 
small office built on the north corner of his property, and it was 
here he tended to his patients,

Until the Stearmans purchased the home last year, it had been 
owned only by doctors and their families,

Janet Fleischer, the youngest daughter of Dr. Jethro and Mrs. 
Blanche Counter, was raised there and has many fond memories 
of her childhood years there.

Her parents purchased the home from Dr. Walker and until 
June 1958, when Dr. John Lawson and his family bought it, the 
estate was known by all as Doc Counter’s home.

Over the years, the home and property have undergone 
numerous changes, and yet in many ways, they remain much as 
they were, long ago. Since purchasing the home, the Stearmans 
have done extensive work both in and outside of the home.

The huge 12’ x 30’ living room stretches across the entire west 
side of the home. The room’s original wide pine floors were 
covered with linoleum by the Lawson family, and have since been 
recovered with carpet by the Stearmans, Other than that though, 
the room maintains an air of yesteryears, tastefully decorated in a 
cranberry color and furnished with an antique seven piece settee 
set, which is about 130 years old.

The Stearmans have been working steadily since purchasing the 
home, trying to restore it as closely as possible to its original state, 
h keeping with the cranberry color scheme, however, they have 
replaced the terracotta tile on the fire place, with cranberry 
colored tile.

"I'he dining room, which measures 12’ x 19’ features double doors 
leading into the Stearmans’ garden.

According to Mrs. Fleischer, the yard to the west of the home at 
one time featured a huge vegetable garden. Her mother, Mrs. 
Counter, was an avid horticulturalist who spent endless hours 
tending to both the vegetable garden and the floral gardens that 
filled the yard.

Mrs. Fleischer recalls a fish pond in the centre of the yard, 
which was surrounded by flowers and filled every summer with 
colorful goldfish. The pond was eventually filled in by the 
Lawsons, to prevent accidents involving young children.

While Mrs. Counter was a horticulturalist, Dr. Lawson was a 
naturalist who believed in letting Mother Nature tend to her plants 
by allowing them to grow wild and free. The Stearmans hope to 
eventually restore the gardens to their original, more organized 
state, and have already done some work in this area.

Mr. Stearman noted that a perennial garden takes up one

Open to tour from 2 to 3 p.m.
portion of the rear yard and said that throughout the spring and 
summer months, new flowers are constantly poking their heads up 
and adding a cheerful touch to the yard.

Magnolia trees, flowering crabs and dogwood add even more 
color when in bloom. A patch of holly just inside the front gate, 
greets visitors to the home.

While Dr. Walker, years ago, practised from a separate building 
located on the property, Dr. Counter had the building removed in 
the 1930s and added an office to his home at that time. A second 
storey bedroom was also created.

Today the front portion of this addition is used by Mr. Stearman 
as a study, while the rear portion is presently being renovated to 
provide a playroom for the Stearman children. A loft has been 
added to the bedroom.

Dr. Walker’s original office, incidentally, was relocated to 109 
Duke Street. It was a first home for Janet and Ted Fleischer and is 
now owned by Tom and Nora Pettit. Over the years, that building 
has also had various renovations and additions.

There are six bedrooms and two bathrooms on the second floor 
of the home. All have been freshly painted and papered but will not 
be included on the tour,

Mrs. Fleischer said at one time the house accommodated a rear 
staircase, which lead to two bedrooms above the home’s original 
kitchen. These bedrooms were provided for a live-in maid. When 
the staircase was removed, a second bathroom was created on the 
second floor.

Atone time a garage was located along the south west portion of 
the home. The Lawson family renovated it into a family room and 
extended the original kitchen into a portion of it, some years ago. 
These two rooms, along with a basement playroom, will also be 
off-limits to those participating in the tour.

What was at one time a music room, and still houses a piano 
originally owned by the Counter family, is now home to Mr. 
Stearman’s unique Mickey Mouse collection. His collection will 
be on display for visitors to browse through, during the tour.

Like most of the community’s older, stately homes, the 
Stearmans’ property at one time housed stables, on the west- side. 
Mrs. Fleischer said her father kept two horses there, which he 
used regularly when making house-calls. Dr. Counter owned one 
of the first automobiles in Ingersoll though, and it wasn’t too long 
after he acquired his first car that the stables were taken down.

A summer house which sits at the west side of the house, 
provided an ideal spot for lacing up ice skates in the winter 
months, and having tea parties in the warmer weather, said Mrs. 
Fleischer.

No doubt it is still used for lacing up skates in the winter months, 
for like Dr. Counter, who created an outdoor ice rink each year for 
his daughters, and like Dr. Lawson who continued the tradition 
each winter, Mr. Stearman is also carrying on the outdoor ice rink 
tradition.

INSIDE 
WORLD

-CARPET - VINYL FLOORING
-PAINT - WALLPAPER 

-CUSTOM-MADE DRAPERY
-CERAMIC FLOOR & WALL TILE 

"WE STOCK OUR PRODUCTS TO
SAVE YOU MONEY"

HWY. 19 BELL ST.
WEST 

INGERSOLL
485-2606

124 Thames St. 
485-2180



Above, formerly 60 King Street West, at the north-west corner of 

King & Duke Streets, pictured August 2012.  Currently the        

Dogwood Business Centre, 128 Duke Street, shown August 2012 



James Harris estate now a restaurant
Hwy. 19, Ingersoll
0n .the edge of Ingersoll, set far back from the road and 

shrouded by trees, is one of Ingersoll's most historic homes. Today 
it is known as the Elm Hurst, a restaurant, but at one time, it was 
known as the James H. Harris estate. Mr. Harris was one of the 
town’s most prominent citizens, and was a cheese maker by trade. ..

The early Victorian styled home was occupied by four 
generations of the Harris family until 1977, when it was renovated 
to a restaurant. Although it has been altered and added to since 
becoming a restaurant, many of the rooms within this mansion 
are just as they might have been in 1871 when the home was first 
built.

According to the book ‘Ingersoll Our Heritage,’ written by 
Michelle Hanlon, Merriel La Rose, Ruth Merrill and the late 
Harry Whitwell, the home and Mr. Harris gained fame after 
Ingersoll’s Big Cheese was constructed on a portion of the Harris 
property,

Mr. Harris built a lean-to of 16’ x 16’ behind his house, in order to 
accommodate the mammoth cheese.

The Big Cheese was made in 1066, weighing 7,300 pounds. It was 
6’10” in diameter and 3’ high. Made from curd assembled at three 
different factories, Mr, Harris, his father-in-law Hiram Ranney, 
and George Galloway, were responsible for making it.

The Big Cheese was exhibited at the New York State Fair at 
atoga, U.S.A., then shipped to England where it was exhibited 

many times. It was eventually sold to a buyer from Liverpool, 
England, but not before it had brought fame to the small 
community of Ingersoll.

Inside the home’s beautiful, double French front doors, is an 
inner foyer with another set of stained glass double doors. They 
lead to a large hall. The hardwood oak flooring on the main floor 
has been partially covered with carpeting, but one can still see the 
herringbone pattern of wood, along the sides of the hall floor.

On the original first floor was a large living room, sitting room, 
breakfast room, music room, a formal dining room, a kitchen, 
pantry and storage room. Most of these rooms had high, heavily 
sculptured ceilings, and they remain that way in the original, 
unaltered portion of the home.

Open to tour 
from2to4p.m.

There were fire places in almost all of the rooms*of  the original 

home, necessary years ago to heat a home of that proportion.
Nine bedrooms, including three in the servants quarters, made 

up the second floor. Fire places were located in six of the main 
bedrooms. Interestingly, there was only one bathroom in the 
enormous home when the Harris family resided there, although 
more have since been added.

In the attic were three cisterns which stored rain water for the 
family’s needs.

“A unique feature of this home is the tower directly above the 
front door. At the top of the tower is a door leading to a landing. 
The purpose of this structure was to make repairs to the home, for 
in the past, the roofs were too high pitched and dangerous to be 
reached by ladders,” according to ‘Ingersoll Our Heritage.' On a 
clear day, Woodstock can be spotted from the tower’s landing, and 
it is suspected the Harris family used this landing for sunbathing 
in privacy.

Again, accordtag to the book, “Another feature is the fancy 
barge boards, hand-cut, protruding around each gabled end.

“The grounds surrounding the building are spacious and 
beautifully decorated with large trees and shrubs, The east end of 
the grounds are terraced and lead down to a pond. On the south 
east side of the home is a barn where horses were kept for 
transportation and recreation.

“A tollgate was located about 100 yards north of the Harris 
home. Frmers from the south used to go through the back east end 
of the Harris property and drive out the north driveway, past the 
cheese factory, and avoid the tollgate fee.”

Renovations done to the building since 1977, have all been in 
keeping with the Victorian charm this home eludes.

BIC LIGHTERS @7$ each
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Above, The Elmhurst Inn at 415 Harris Street , formerly the home 

of James Harris, shown August 2014 



Former manse, hotel now private home 
174 King St. W., Ingersoll

Open to tour from Ito 4 p,m, .
One of Ingersoll's grandest homes, and certainly one with a 

colorful history, is that owned by Gus and Micheline Maass at 174 
ICing Street West. Over the years it has served as a hotel, twice as 
a manse, and numerous times as private dwellings.

Today the stately Georgian-style home maintains an historical 
atmosphere, reminding one of an era long gone by.

When the structure was first built, it was used as a hotel by 
London-bound travellers journeying by coach along Ingersoll's 
Stage Road (what is today known as King St,). Coaches were 
stored overnight in the carriage house at the rear of the property 
and after the horses were watered at a well located on the west 
side of the house,they too were put in the carriage house.

Records show that the building was purchased by John Colidge 
in 1870 and it is suspected he converted the hotel into a private 
dwelling. The home went through a number of owners until 1889, 
when the directors of St. Andrew’s Church purchased it for use as 
a manse. Later that year, the congregations of Knox Presbyterian 
Church and St. Andrew’s Church united to form St, Paul’s 
Presbyterian Church congregation, and shortly after that the 
home was sold. In 1893, however, it was purchased by the St. 
Paul’s congregation, to be used once again as a manse. The house 
remained in the church’s hands until 1898 when it was sold to 
James Harry Thomas and his bride, the former Florence A. 
Bailey.

Mr, Thomas, a manger at Ingersoll Packing Co., now known as 
Ingersoll Cheese Co., was in charge of the export of cheese, 
particularly Stilton cheese, to England. Although history books 
tell nothing of his activities in the community, it is known that he 
was considered to be one of Ingersoll’s more prominent citizens.

Many will remember the swinging bridge that once crossed the 
Thames River, and it was Mr. Thomas who paid for this bridge. 
When the original Wonham Street bridge-was destroyed, he built it 
to provide easy access for himself and others, to and from the 
Packing Co., according to his daughter, Marion Turner of 
Windsor.

After Mr. Thomas' death, Mrs. Thomas and her two daughters, 
Marion and Dorothy, continued to live in the house. When Marion 
married Morris Turner in 1937, the house was made into a duplex, 
with one half for Mrs. Thomas and the other half for the Turners, 
It has since been reconverted into a private home with a small 
apartment at the rear.

In 1934 the value of the home esculated from $2,000 to $14,000 and 
it is thought that during this time, two wings were added to the 
house. Mrs. Turner believes the east wing was built first, and said 

tlie one facing Merritt Street was originally screened in. It wasn't 
until she and her husband moved Into that portion of the home that 
it was enclosed and made to resemble the wing on the east side.

Mrs. Turner said there was once a back staircase off the 
kitchen, leading to a small upstairs bedroom, through the main 
bathroom. That bedroom served as the maid’s sleeping quarters. 
The back staircase was removed years ago, and the maid’s room 
is now used as an office by Mr. Maass.

Inside the solid oak front door, which is decorated with a brass 
knocker and knob, rooms shoot off from a central hall, typical of 
the Georgian style. To the left is a formal living room with a white 
marble fireplace, and a small greenery room, enclosed by leaded 
windows. To the right is a formal dining room and just off that, in 
die east wing, is what at one time served as a library and is now 
used by the Masses as a family room. It too features a marble fire 
place and leaded glass windows. To the rear is the kitchen and a 
less formal eating area.

The staircase features the original solid oak banister and leads 
to a large foyer upstairs. There are three large bedrooms, a 
bathroom and a small office on the second floor.

I n the master bedroom, a bedroom on the east side of the home 
and in the formal dining room, are fire places which can no longei 
be seen, as they have been covered in over the years. Mr. Maas! 
suspects they were covered to prevent heat loss.

At the base of the staircase is a white wooden pillar. At one tirni 
a number of these pillars stood outside the rear entrace to tin 
home, supporting an ivy and flower covered trellis whicl 
sheltered a walkway from the home to the carriage house. Tin 
pillar at the base of the steps inside, is one of the few remaining 
The foundations for these pillars, however, are still prominen 
outside of the home.

Across the entire front of the house and along its two sides are 
lead glass windows. A sunburst scene is cut into the glass pant 
above the front door. ■

To the rear of the property sits the carriage house, a two storex 
building which once housed livestock and a Quebec cutter, usei 
regularly by the Thomas family. Two of the original stalls have 
been maintained inside, and in each stall are elevated iron feedinj 
racks.

Today the stalls remain empty. The well where horses onct 
watered has been cemented over. The ivy covered trellis ha? 
disappeared and the yard which once extended all the way to th*  
Thames River, has been drastically reduced. But step into thi; 
grand old home, close your eyes for just a moment, and you'l 
almost believe you’re walking into Ingersoll’s past.

DURING THE FESTIVITIES
ON SATURDAY

DROP DOWN TO DINO'S
AND ENJOY A HOT DOG 

OR HAMBURG
COOKED ON THE
OUTSIDEGRIl.L 

MMO’S RESTAURANT 
11 KING ST. W„ INGERSOLL

485-1011



Above, 174 King Street West, at the north-east corner of King & 

Merritt Streets, shown August 2012 
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Stately homes have graced town for years
BY WKS ROCHESTER

Architecture in the early days of Ingersoll 
suited the times. The earlier the home, Ihe 
plainer When people come to a new area 
they bring different customs and tastes and 
are obliged to either change or modify them 
to suit the new. Log cabins, usually of two 
rooms below a plank chamber floor, were 
replaced as soon as money became avail
able to build better. Stone houses can still be 
found along the north country. Scottish stone 
masons built homes out of field stone during 
the IB-10 Io 18TB period.

loyalists and American settlers built the 
first homes in Ingersoll, followed by wealthy 
British families who built homesteads out of 
brick in Ihe fashion of neo-classic styles. 
Large, square homes with gothic details, the 
style of the middle-ages, look over from the 
Adamcsque style after 1835. This was a 
simpler design than previous homes with 
features of a single pointed gable roof atop 
rectangle-framed houses.

As time went on, other features were 
added to this gable look. A front door 
appeared directly under the peak with a 
window being placed closer to the roof, 
above the door. The roofs became steeper 
and decorated with fancy wood work. The 
development of the band-saw gave southern 
Ontario a distinctive appeal. Yellow- 
colored brick, made locally, gave the region 
a distinctive Oxford look. In the 1880s a red 
trim brick work around doors, windows, and 
corners added a special look to the 
appearances of Ingersoll homes - a feature 
only common in counties around Oxford.

After the 1850s, houses were built in the 
Italian style. These were characteristically 
larger homes ol sturdy brick, often with an 
observatory platform on the roof that was 
surrounded by an iron railing, They were 
usually two storey with a bay window on the 
ground floor.

Victorian-type homes developed at the 
turn of the century. As more and more 
building ideas were used, the homes became 
more elaborate. Architects tried to put all of 
their marbles in one bag. The result was 
rambling homes with spires, turrets, bal
conies, gables, and lots of fancy trim.

Store irnnls and commercial buildings 
had characteristic styles of their own. 
Yellow ami red brick, they had three stories 
with.-i roof Hint sloped backwards. Windows 
were high, narrow, and usually rounded at 
the tup Also the mark of the builder in the 
form ol oil her a name or year o( construe
lion could be found below the eaves.

Many ol the styles mentioned still remain 
in the Town of Ingersoll It would be 
impossible to mention the homes of many of 
the town s famous residents. however, a 
selecl group that display thecharaeleristics 
of the period can be enjoyed by alt lodav

I Im home of Adam Oliver, controversial 
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These are a sampled Ihe beautiful home*  ihit once graced 
Ingersoll. Many o1 these homes have been preserved and are 
iliR used as homes, while others have been convened lo norsing 
homes, the Royal Canadian Legion, and businesses.

first Mayor of Ingersoll, graces the north 
side of Victoria Sired. A simple square 
Ontario gothic style home of solid red brick, 
it has been extended on two sides since first 
erected. The love of Victorian decoration is 

, evident in the heavy scalloped berge board 
of tear-drop design, located at each corner 
and pinaclc at the apex of the gable roof. Its 
upper windows are pointed gothic, but the 
front side ones are curiously curved, 
representing the Romanesque style.

There is a little confusion as to the exact 
building date of the home. However, there is 
evidence that Ihe first mortgage was 
granted to Oliver in 1856 but the land itself 
was deeded to John Carnegie to the Bishop 
de Charboumel in 1852. Mayor Oliver 
purchased it in 1877 from the Roman 
Catholic Episcopal Corporation of the 
Diocese of Ixmdon, Onlario.

At 250 King. Street East stands the 
'haunted' Norsworthy home. Originally 
made of yellow brick, it was given a unique 
red glaze at a later date. Built in the early 
1850s the house is an example of the Queen 
Ann style. Turrets, bays, a chimney of 
cut-brick, multicolored brick work, slate 
roof and stained glass windows are charac
teristics of this style.

An irregular shaped home of three 
stories, 21 rooms, a cellar and furnace room, 
it was the first natural air conditioned home 
in Ingersoll. Vents in the basement walls 
drew air from outside to all around the 
house. It was at one time the only one in 
town that had running water in all the 
rooms. A gravity force cistern was built five 
feet above the house with pipes going 
through the kitchen roof connecting to the 
taps in each room. As the water level 
dropped, more was added from the well.

The house shelters other secrets. The 
ghost of Norsworthy's first wife, Mary Jane, 
is said to have haunted the house. Owners 
have attested to hearing and being aware of 
a presence in the home for many years. It is 
believed that Mary Jane, who died suddenly 
of dyptheria in 1891 while nursing her sick 
children, roams the mansion in search of 
her daughter.
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The heme now 
owned by Dr. 
John Lawson 
Is shown above 
m th® early 
l?Wi. end 
left, as ii is 
now.

The grounds of the firsl bowling green in 
Ingersoll can be found at 168 King Street 
West, where an early Romanesque home 
stands. Originally built fortheC Cl, Wilson 
family in 1890, it has had several owners, but 
is largely known as the Carr Home Around 
the top of the home is fancy carved barge 
Ixxard accompanied with stained glass 
windows in the upjier and lower bays 
Engraved in the brick work al the front is an 
ornale carving ol wood with the inscription 
"Melrose". The story of this name comes 
from a small town in England which means 
a serene, quiet, resting place Several 
homes in the area have adopted the name as 
their owners are of English descent

Located on Ihe east side of Highway 19 and 
■Mil, the James H, Harris family home 
was built in 1871. A unique feature of this 
home is the tower directly above the front 
door. Al the top of the tower is a door leading 
to a landing. The purpose of this structure 
was to make repairs to the home, for in Hie 
past, the roofs were too high pitched and 
dangerous to be reached by ladders. On this 
tower's landing, Woodstock can be seen. Il 
was also used as a sunbathing deck by the 
family.

The (ormer Noxon home was used as a 
hospital until it was demolished in 1951 to 
provide space for parking al the present

a

Alexandra Hospital. The old hospital, as the 
Noxon house was known, in 1909 had 16 beds 
and hospitalized a total of 120 patients 
annually

lyiealed on the corner ol Francis anti 
Albert Streets, stands the llii'i'i’-ply. while 
brick home of (Jeorge Mason. which was 
buill in the early IlWts Sei on a hill, Ihe 
beautifully kepi grounds provide a stalely 
selling tor Ihis home. A large garage al the 
back was used as a stable and carriage 
house. H's original partitions still stand 
today

Passing through the stained cut-glass 
entrance way you imiiieihiitrly see a walnut 
spiral slan raw that lead' Io six hvdroom;;, 
all with fireplaces and haihromn 'IIn- liv mg 
room downstairs K37 feel long with 12 (<im 
high ceilings Two fireplaces create a warm 
friendly atmosphere. The windows are the 
most unique feature ol the house. They are 
French in style, rising from Ihe floor In the 
ceiling. The sills are made of walnut and 
were brought from the southern slates by 
original owner and builder, Thomas Seldon.

The dining room leads into two separate 
kitchens, one for summer and one for winter 
use. The winter kitchen has been up dated, 
but the summer one is strictly used in (he 
summer months and is the original kitchen 
to this stately home. It’s natural setting has 
been preserved. Numerous high cupboards 
surround all four walls with side silting 
benches on the walls, An original pine 
drop leaf table and matching chairs are in 
Ihe middle of Ihe room. This room also holds 
the original stove and icebox. A bathroom is 
adjacent to this room.

Sei well back for Ilie stage coach highway 
is ihe green frame house of Dr. John A. 
Patterson. The property was purchased in 
1815 by John Carroll, oneof Oxford'scartiest 
known white settlors. Research indicales 
that the land was once an Indian camping 
ground. Library files record coins found in 
die orchard dating back to (he 1830s when 
military soldiers sheltered their horses 
there.

The cemetery in Hie smith east corner 
does not exist anymore. ' rig since giving 
way to roving cattle Acewrdmg lo the late 
Byron Jeiivey, who used tn walk past the old 
graveyard on his way io school, the h-ad 
slones were removed lobe used as flouring 
for a basement in a nearby home as well as 
for several walkways.
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Home a tribute 
to Ingersoll’s past
BY MARJORIE FLEMING

"What you see here is a far cry 
from what we saw when we first set 
eyes on this house almost seven 
years ago. Il was awful; orange and 
red carpet everywhere and wall
paper in the back wing with dead 
bluebirds on it. The entire place 
was decorated in late bordello." So 
said Jessie Robins of the home she 
and her husband Jim have lovingly 
restored and decorated with a 
lifetime of precious memories.

The Robins moved lo their King 
St. E. home in the late spring of 
1979. It took three months of pack
ing to make the move, as they were 
moving from the Norsworthy 
Home, a 21 room mansion further 
east on King, the home that had 
been theirs for 20 years.

The move was made because with 
children grown and married, the 
Robins found themselves and their 
dog rattling around in 21 large 
rooms. By this time they were also 
doing a lot of travelling, which 
made it difficult caring for a large 
house and properly.

The Robins found their new home 
somewhat of a challenge. Built 
between 1850 and 181.1’, the house 
had seen its fair share of activity, 
alternating between use as a pri
vate residence and as a town 
building. The Creative Arts Centre 
spent three and a half years in the 
house, leaving in 1976. Prior to that, 
the house had been used as a day 
care centre. When the Robins took 
possession, it had been a private 
residence for three years.

Although very solid and struc
turally sound, the house required a 
great deal of work. Wasted space in 
the bedrooms necessitated moving 
protruding cupboards and rec- 
cessing them for added space. The 
brick walls were all in need of 
insulation, the front veranda had lo 
be levelled out and some floor joists 
needed replacing to make the floors 
completely solid. A new kitchen was 
added and the back part of the 
house underwent some major 
changes. Tw o small rooms became 
one large family room, and Mr.

Robins added sliding doors for 
easier access to the back porch. The 
house needed to be completely 
rewired and new outlets were added 
for more convenience.

Perhaps one of the biggest chal
lenges the Robins encountered was 
in the decor of their home; every 
room needed an entire makeover.

"The paint, paper and carpeting 
just wasn’t my taste," said Mrs, 
Robins. "The house was very clean 
but the multitude of colors every
where was simply too much. 
Cupids, gold ribbons, primroses and 
garlands came at me from every
where. The bedroom was done in 
very large purple and blue fuchsia. 
Jim and 1 tried to go to bed at night 
without putting the lights on, just SO 
we wouldn't have lo look at the 
wallpaper

The Robins gutted the inside of 
the house, ripping all the wall
papers oft and taking up the multi
colored carpets. Over time, they 
decored the rooms in muled colors, 
leaning towards soil shades of rose 
and soil greens. Then they began to 
(ill the rooms with the items they 
have spent a lifetime coltacting.

The Robins share an appreciation 
for preserving the past. Jessie’s 
mother enjoyed collecting pieces 
from the past and she instilled in 
her daughter an appreciation of the 
workmanship that went into many 
of these ’treasures’. Jessie and Jim 
have in turn passed their apprecia
tion for collecting and preserving on 
to their children.
“There is an absolute thrill in

volved in rescuing something from 
oblivion. To recognize something 
and have the means to restore it to 
its former beauty is something I 
wilt never (ire of," said Mrs. 
Rubins.

Perhaps the most precious of 
their collectables, in terms of clos
est to their hearts, is their collection 
of Ingersoll memorabilia. They 
have long scoured the local auction 
houses and had help from local 
people in collecting pieces of Inger
soll's heritage? Memories abound 
through some of their acquisitions, 
especially such items as the orig-

The Robins’ home, built between 185# and 18W, is very its lifetime, 
solid structurally and has seen a great deal of activity in

The Robins share an Interest In preserving the past and are old clocks, paintings and other historical items 
their home reflects that Interest. Throughout their home which add to the decor.

One of (he biggest challenges in renovating the Robins' and a multitude of colors was replaced with muted 
home was choosing the decor, so the house was gutted . (onrt-. . . , .

inal Town Hall clock which they 
acquired 10 years ago. As a mem
ber of council, Mr, Robins sat under 
that clock for many years, as did 
Jessie in her duties as a reporter. 
The town was going to dispose of the 
clock so Jim asked that they put a 
price on it; he collects clocks and 
this one holds special significance 
for him. The Robins have also 
acquired the original wall clock 
from the Ingersoll inn. It is six feet 
high and complete with names 
written on the inside of it, dating 
back from the 1800’s to (he 1920 s.

Other Ingersoll memorabilia they 
have collected include an old dec
orated pine document box used by 
the town clerk in early days; a 
sideboard made for an early Inger
soll doctor’s home, and numerous 
small items such as a commemor
ative china set picturing an early 
town merchanl’s store on It, One 
particularly interesting piece of 
early Ingersoll is an old wood box, 
shipped by the Wells Butterfield 
Stagecoach from New York before 
confederation. The box is addressed 
lo John McConkey, Ingersoll. 
Canada West - evidently no postal 
code was needed. The American 

flag on the box has 25 stars on it.
Parts of Ingersoll are not the only 

memorabilia the Robins’ collect. 
Their walls and shelves ref led I heir 
travels abroad. The pieces Jessie 
and Jim have brought back from 
their travels were not gathered 
indiscriminately; each item has a 
slory behind it and Jessie can 
carefully recount every detail per
taining to its sentimental value. No 
stone is left unturned in seeking out 
the history behind a particular 
piece.

“It's not jusl a matler of cnllt*  - 
ting something,’’ said Jessie, “it’s a 
case of earing about the stai y 
behind it."

The Robins’ home is nm a show
place where even thing is («i be 
admired from afar. Hohckt. Huy 
do maintain a sophisticated ihial 
alarm system. The Itulniis ’Inc’ in 
their home and they use and enjoy 
tlie memories that surround them' 
They plan to continue collecting 
items connected -w jlh Ingersoll and 
(heir respective interests, and liny 
also plan to continue restating and 
making additions to their In.,,,.
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Historic home restored
BY MABJOHIE FLEMING

When Dr. David Simpson and his 
wife Mary saw the home they now 
live in on Thames St. South, they 
knew It was what they wanted. 
Silualed on nine acres of land, the 
house had everything they were 
looking for; a good location, land 
(complete with a pond, a stream 
and fruit trees) and large rambling 
rooms that provided lots of space. 
Said Dr. Simpson, "The size of the 
house was really important. We 
were looking (or a home which had 
plenty of room to move around in 
and this one definitely fit the bill. 
Not only was the house nice and big 
bul it was situated on nine acres of 
land in town, and it just happened to 
be across the street from where I 
work. The house had everything we 
needed."

The Simpson’s moved into their 
homo across from the hospital in 
June of 1984. Soon after moving in 
however, they discovered the house 
was lacking something very 
essential; insulation. Their first 
summer was very difficult. The 
tempcralure indoors was approxi
mately BO degrees and the humidity 
stood around 150 per cent. Wilh very 
little insulalion of any kind, tlie 
house was like a furnace.

Ilie Simpson's first winter in the 
house proved equally unbearable. 
With the heal on full lilt and the 
wood stove burning twenty-four 
hours a day, the house was still 
incredibly cold - the living room, 
which houses the wood stove, was 
the only warm spot in the house. 
The Simpsons and their children 
went to bed each night wearing 
socks and slacking as many blan
kets on the bed as possible, just to 
keep warm.

Dr. and Mrs. Simpson had not 
expected to do any renovations 
when they moved in. They bought 
the house, which was in good 
condition, wilh an eye towards 
doing nothing but simply enjoying 
it. All this changed however, after 
their first summer and winter in the 
house. Said Dr. Simpson, "I didn't 
expect lo gel into the expense and 
work involved in renovating but I 
had no choice. Il was hard watching 

my family freezing. The discomfort 
was incredible and I knew Ihe house 
would have to be completely insul
ated (or things lo change."

Unbeknown to Dr, Simpson, the 
roof was in bad shape so that was 
one of the first undertakings to be 
completed. The bathroom was Ihe 
first room in the house the 
Simpson's tackled - they had origin
ally planned to remodel it sometime 
because it was the original one from 
the 1920s. They completed Ihe bath
room and then they were forced 
with the decision of how lo tackle 
the rest of the renovations.

The decision the Simpson's faced 
was whether to do one room al a 
time or do the entire house all at 
once. After considerable thought, 
they decided to do the whole house 
at once. Said Dr. Simpson, ”We 
opted to renovate the house all al 
once because then it would be done 
wilh; wo didn’t want the mess 
dragging out for years. We also 
wanted some short term rather 
than long term heating improve
ments."

Dr, Simpson started his renova
tions with two of the bedrooms 
upstairs. He ripped everything out 
right down to the brick. Said Dr. 
Simpson, “It was interesting. Talk 
about drafts, we could see the 
backyard through the bricks." At 
this point, a bricklayer had to be 
brought in to point the bricks. Aflcr 
the brick work was done, new 
wiring was put in, the framing was 
done and then the rooms were 
insulated, using urethane foam. Dr, 
Simpson had urelbane pul in 
because he would have lost too 
much wall space using another 
insulation. After the insulation was 
added, the drywall was put up and 
Ihe rooms slowly began to take 
shape.

After the two bedrooms were 
drywalled, the rooms were cleaned 
up and left for awhile. Theothcr two 
bedrooms were then emptied of 
furniture into Ihe semi-finished 
ones and the whole process of 
ripping down to the brick began 
again. While all this was taking 
place, Dr. Simpson had someone 
doing the same thing downstairs in 
the living room. Several floor joists 
were discovered to be cracked and

Work had to be done on Ihe outside of the Simpson 
residence as well as Ihe inside.

sagging so these were also fixed 
before the rooms were left to be 
finished.

The family room, opposite the 
living room, was the next to be 
tackled. While it was being readied 
for drywall, the upstairs drywall 
was being (aped and made ready 
for finishing. In this manner, all 
rooms were done, and now virtually 
alt insulation, framing and drywall 
in (he house had been completed. 
New windows were also installed in 
almost every room and these have 
been very beneficial in reducing 
drafts.

Two bedrooms and a sewing room 
in the Simpson’s home are now 
completely finished. These three 
rooms look three months from the 
drywall stage to finish, A 
phenomenal amount of wood went 
into making baseboards and the 
window’ and door trim. Said Dr. 
Simpson, "We wanted to give the 
rooms the flavor of years past so we 
decided to use pine. It was very 
labor intensive lo make everything 
but we decided It was worth it."

With most of the heavy work 
done, it is the finishing of the rooms 
that remain to be done now. The 
living room still needs some dry
wall work but when it is completed 
the room will be finished in oak. The 
family room across the hall is also 
ready to be finished in oak - the 
huge fireplace that greets you when 
you enter ihe room will soon be

Dr. Simpson had to lake apart most of the home's Interior lo upgrade the 
insulation values and al the same time add more visual appeal.

Finding space for everything can be a challenge as Mrs. renovations, another is used lo store furniture and. 
Simpson is finding out. While the room Is undergoing others items which have been moved. . ■■■

times wonders whether there is 
light at the end ol the tunnel, neither 
regrets Iheir decision to renovate 
the house all al once Said Dr. 
Simpson, "I feel it s much better to 
spend a year and a half in an 
uproar, as opposed to ten years. In 
order lo live in comfort Ihe 
insulating had to be done and doing 
it bit by bit would have dragged on 
for years, a mess that will soon be 
over."

The fruits of Ihcir labor arc 
already very evident, The heal hill 
has been reduced by one-third or 
less over last year and the month of 
January was belter than half of last 
year's bill. The bathroom, two 
bedrooms and sewing room 
upstairs are a beautiful indication 
of what lime, patience and loknt 
can achieve. The rest of the house is 
well on its way to becoming a 
lovely, warm, homey and inviting 
place in which the Simpsons intend 
on spending a good many years. 
The house that had everything they 

'. needed will soon be everything they 
. wanted, plus more. -

faced in oak. Dr. Simpson said the 
e nt i re house sh ou Id be done by early 
October. The main floor, two bed
rooms and the hallways need to be 
finished and he plans lo spend five 
or six weeks on each room. With 
the finishing of the drywall in the 
living room, Dr. Simpson will have 
used 11,000 square feet of drywall 
during his renovations and an 
incredible amount of wood for all 
the baseboards and door and 
window frames.

The cost of these renovations 
would have been astounding had 
Dr. Simpson not done a great deal of 
the work himself. With the help of 
his father-in-law and a few others, 
Dr. Simpson has done the bulk of 
the renovations himself and in 
doing so he has saved himself a 
fortune. The job was also made 
easier by the good quality tools he 
bought over the last year and a half.

Are there any regrets at tackling 
such a massive undertaking? The 
Simpson's say no. Although the 
house is full of dust and planks and 
tools, and Mary Simpson some- .



Above, 316 Thames Street South, shown August 2012



120 Wonham Street South

A treasure to the eyes 
was covered up by paint

Fifth of six ■ h
Story and photo
by MARILYN SMOLDERS . . ' /.
of The Sentinel-Review ’ . '
INGERSOLL — There was '< a 

.treasure waiting when red paint was 
sandblasted away from the exterior 
of a Wonham Street home.' ‘;

Underneath lay the whimsical pat
terns of yellow brick on dark orange. 
Called Flemish bond, the entwining 
design makes this house unique in 
Ingersoll.

Another factor that makes John, 
Wilson and Linda Anderson's home 
stands out is its age. Being more than 
130 years old, the saltbox structure is 
one of the oldest in town. ■ieir.o' K

Sometime in the 1850s, an army 
captain had his regiment help to 
build the house. The house then pass
ed into the hands of C.C.L. Wilson, a 
local businessman who also owned 
the Melrose estate, on the corner of 
Wonham and King streets: . < i, -

Many of the antique features of the 
interior have been removed with ’ 
time. However, in the five years , 
since Wilson and Anderson have , 
moved there, improvements have ( 
been gradually made. Woodwork of < 
the baseboards, doors and windows ; 
has been restored, as well the floors.

"It really is a charming place." 
said Anderson. "But with an old 
house you have to constantly keep 
abreast of repairs."'

I The house is accenuated with love
ly flower gardens. A large backyard ' 
'gives the couple’s two children lots of 
•play space.

At one time, the home was sur- 
-rounded on three sides by lawns. But ' 

;‘as development continued .to ac
comodate the town's growing popula
tion, side lawns were sold off as lots. • 
? As a wedding present, the couple • 
^received an artist’s rendition of the 
chouse as it must of looked like a cen
tury ago — surrounded by trees and 
shrubbery,’- , , . .

THIS HOUSE on Wonham Street in Ingersoll displays a ginger
bread appearance; achieved by the. use of polychromatic (many 
colored) brick instead of carved woodwork.
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roalk through ilngc
Historical 
designations
By YVONNE HOLMES MOTT 

of the Ingersoll Times
The Ingersoll & District His
torical Society recently has 
seen thebeginningsofadream 
come true.
Ever since the Historical So

ciety was organized several 
years ago, the group's Honor
ary President, J. C. Herbert 
.has wanted to see it recognize 
a number of historically sig
nificant buildings in town. 

Some time ago a committee 
was established to decide 
which six buildings would be 
the first to be recognized. All 
six are in the core area, and 
ironically two of the buildings 
no longer exist.

Attractive wooden plaques 
have been made by President 
Ernie Hunt. Executive mem
ber Bill Hawkins did the print
ing and designed the special 
pewter crest.

A brochure, indicating an 
easy walking tour of the build
ings, was prepared in time for 
Heritage Weekend. The text 
was a joint effort of the com
mittee and the brochure was 
designed by Susan Masters.

Both historical and architec
tural interest was considered 
when the sites were chosen. 
Two of the plaques were up in 
time for Heritage Weekend and 
Executive Member Yvonne 
Hunt says the rest will be 
mounted in the near future.

The Smith House
Number one on the list is the 

Smith House, al 189 Thames 
Street South, One of the oldest 
houses in Ingersoll, it was built 
by James Smith shortly after 
he emigrated from Scotland in 
1862. The house remained in 
the Smith family for over 125 
years.
The construction was of flat 

plank and a mansard style 
roofline was incorporated.

During those years, neces

sary additions were made to 
the small one floor cottage to 
accommodate the nine Smith 
children. One wing, contain
ing a kitchen and dining room 
was built on the south side. A 
second storey, containing five 
bedrooms, was a much needed 
addition.
The Smith family established 
itself in the grist mill business 
as well as an ice business in the 
winter time. The latter sup
plied the Ingersoll Packing 
Company as well as domestic 
needs, .

The Smith House is located 
at 189 Thames Street South 
and is currently the home of 
Catherine Van Dyke's The 
Clog and Thistle Restaurant.

The Merchant 
Bank of Canada 

ally as the Hugill building.
The Merchant Bank is of 

Italianate style although deco
rative features are absent. It is 
presumed they were removed 
as the result of decay over the 
years.

Currently, Richard Cham
bers' Ingersoll Optical Com
pany is located at the 188 
Thames Street South build
ing.
The Niagara District Bank
Located on the East side of 

Thames Street, adjacent to the 
current R.McNiven and Sons 
Insurance, the Niagara Dis
trict Bank, in 1856, became 
one of the first banks to estab
lish a branch here. In 1871 it 
erected a new building on the 
west side of the street.
The two story brick building 

exhibits strong Italianate fea
tures such as the Palladian 
windows in the roof, rounded 
windows and door design with 
keystone accent and the wide 
comer brackets.

When The Niagara District 
Bank merged with the Impe
rial Bank of Canada in 1875 it 
operated in the building, but 
under the name of the Impe
rial Bank.
Located at 180Thames Street 
South, the original Niagara 
Bank building is now used for 
commercial purposes.
The Norsworthy Building

The Norsworthy Building 
sits proudly on King Street, 
just west of the Thames Street 
corner. James Norsworthy, 
who had the building erected, 
was a general banker and bro
ker as well as being an agent 
for various steamship lines. A 
Branch of the London Bank 
was also located in this build
ing for a few years, then in 
1887 the Traders Bank took 
over the business of the Lon
don Bank, operating in that 
building. When business pros
pered so much it was neces
sary to secure larger quarters, 
a new building was erected on ■■ 
the northwest corner of 
Thames and King Streets. The

The Merchants Bank estab
lished a branch in Ingersoll in 
1868 It first operated in the 
McMurray building which 
later became the St, Charles 
Hotel. The site is now Dewan 
Festival Gardens.
In 1907 it constructed its own 

building on Thames Street 
South, immediately south of 
the Niagara District Bank .
Thirty-seven years later, the 

bank had the construction firm 
of Nagle and Mills erect a 
larger and more, spacious 
building on the North East 
comer of Thames and Charles 
Street.
The former Merchants Bank 

building was sold to Edward 
Hugill who conducted an in
surance and loan business in 
what became known eventu



Jngraoirs historu
ally>as the Hugill building.

The Merchant Bank is of 
Italianate style although deco-

' ve features are absent. ItiS 
med they were removed 

* result.of decay over'the 
tars. V
Currently, Richard Cham- 

• rs’ Ingersoll Optical Com- 
=.ny is located at the 188 

Thames Street South, build
ing.
The Niagara District Bank
Located on the East side of 

Thames Street, adjacent to the 
current R. McNivcn and Sons 
Instance, the Niagara Dis
trict Bank, in 1X56, became 
one of the fifst banks to estab
lish a branch here. In 1871 it 
erected a new- building on the 
west side<jof the street.
The two story brick building 

exhibits strong.Italianatc fea- 
auros such as the Palladian 
windows in the roof, rounded 
windowsand door design with 
keystone accent and the wide 
corner brackets.

When 'Hie Niagara.District 
Bank merged with the Impe-. 
rial Rank of Canada jn 1875 it 
operated in the building, but 
under the name of (he Impe
rial Bank. t ' •
Located at 180 Thames Street 

South, the original Niagara 
Bank building is now used for 
commercial purposes.
The Norsworthy Building

Fhc Norsworthy Budding 
sits proudly on King Street, 
just west of the Thames Street 
corner. James Norsworthy, 
who had the building erected, 
was a general hanker and bro
ker as well as being*an  agent 
for various steamship lines*  A 
Branch of the London Bank 
was also located in this build
ing fur a lew years, then in 
18X7 the Traders Bank took 
over the business offthc Lon
don Bank, operating in that 
building. When business pros
pered so much it was neces
sary to secure larger quarters, 
a new building was erected on 
the northwest corner of 
Thames and King Streets. The

Royal Bank sits there how.
The Norsworthy Budding is 

also an example of Italianate 
design wuth its strong classi
cal features such as pilasters 
on the corners, brackets, and 
arches in the brickwork just 
under the wide cornice.

'Hie Norsworthy Budding is 
located at 17 King Street West'

Thomas Ingersoll .
Log Cabin

Major Thomas Ingersoll was 
granted a charter in 1793 to 

develop the settlement we 
know as Ingersoll His son 
James, who was Registrar for 
the County of Oxford for 52 
years, wrote an article in which 
he tells about his lather arris 
mg at,the settlement \ \

1 Ie writes," Hie IndianChief 
who guided the party urged 
my father to pits'll his tent on 
what is noss Thames Street . 
which he accordingly did and 
with his own hand felled the 
first tree. This was an elm tree.

PHOTOS BYGEOFFDALE

the body of which was put in 
the premises in which-1 was 
born 10 September 1X01, the 
same ground on which Poole s 
store has been erected on 
Thames St." No one is sure 
whetherthe logcabin wasbuilt 
on his first trip because he did 
return to Massachusetts sev
eral times before bringing his 
family here.
However it definitely was this 

location where he built the 
cabin he and his family called 
home for a. as long as they 
lived here.

It is now the site of the ga
zebo in Heritage Park.

The James McIntyre 
Building

James McIntyre is known tar 
and wide as Canada's cheese 
poet. Although some declaim 
his work as being too pedes
trian and lacking any form of 
sophistication, others recog
nize and value it lor its histori 
cal significance.

McIntyre wrote about many 
gvery day events, but is prob
ably most famous for his Ode 
to the Mammoth Cheese. the 
huge cheese made in Ingersoll 
and eventually shipped around 
the world.
• That was not his occupation. 
He came to Canada from 
Torres. Scotland in 1X59 and 
settled here In lX59heestab 
lished his furniture/business 
which included a factory on 
Carroll Street and a store on 
King Street East. In addition 
to this he manufactured cof
fins and was the town em
balmer. Some think he w as the 
first undertaker in Inger'oil

History relates that in the 
flood of 1X94. part of <i wall 
and the floor collapsed This 
allowed the furniture and cas 
kets to lx*  swept away by the 
Thames Riser, some going as 
far as Dorchester

Hie James McIntyre Build- 
ny at'I i King Street Last, has 
most recently been the home 
of Terrs Plester's Oak House 
Furniture
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The Ingersoll Historical Society is 
in the process of marking six build
ings or sites in the core area of Inger
soll with a specially designed marker

In 1920 the Bank of Montreal estab
lished a branch in Ingersoll and in 
1922 the Bank of Montreal and the 
Merchants Bank merged to form the

which will be attached to or located 
near the building or site.

These are places which have some 
historical significance. Since only the 
name and date of the building can be 

Jput ori the marker, an accompanying 
S?rochurewi|hadditwngl detail will be' 
^tnade available. * $ •. '' 
f,.The Niagara District Bank 1871 
' A branch of the Niagara District Bank 
opened in 1856 and in 1871 this build
ing was erected for exclusive use of 
the bank. In 1875 it merged with the 
Canadian Imperial Bank and operated 
in this building under the Imperial 
Bank's name. In 1913 a new building 
was erected on the site of the former 

present Bank of Montreal. In 1965 
they moved to their present location 
on the south west comer of Charles 
and Thames streets. The Merchant 
Bank building, which is now vacant, 
is one of the best examples of neo
classic style of architecture iri Ox
ford County.
The Norsworthy Building 1878

Mr. J. C. Norsworthy was a general 
banker and broker who was also in 
the insurance business and agent for 
various steamship lines. A branch of 
the London bank was located in his 
building for a few years.

In 1887 the Traders Bank took over 
the business of the London Bank and

Mansion Hotel at the southwest cor
ner of Thames and King street. The 
final merger with the Canadian Bank 
of Commerce to form the present Ca
nadian Imperial Bank of Commerce 
took place in 1951.

This building is on the second Em
pire design, which is indicated in the 
Mansford roof. It also exhibits strong 
Italianate features as evident in the 
Palladian window in the roof as well 
as the rounded window and door de
sign with the keystone accents.

The wide comice, brackets and 
dentils are also indicative of the Itali
anate style.
The Merchants Bank of Canada 
1870

A branch of this bank was estab
lished in Ingersoll in 1868. In 1870 
this building was erected and business 
was conducted on this site until 1907 
when a new bank was bu ilt on the 
north east corner of Charles and 

began operating in this building.
The business prospered so that it 

was necessary to get larger quarters 
and a new building was erected on 
the north west comer of Thames and 
King street, the present location of 
the Royal Bank.

The Royal Bank merged with the 
Traders Bank to form the present 
Royal Bank of Canada. The Nor
sworthy building is an example of 
Italianate design.

The building also has strong classi
cal features as noted in the pilasters 
on the comers. The arches in the 
brick work just under the comice are 
indicative of classical design. The 
windows, wide comice and brackets 
are Italianate.
(Please note: The architectural fea
tures described above have been sub
mitted by Jack Hedges of the Oxford 
County Historical Society.)

To Be Continued N'ext\Week
Thames street.



St. Paul's Presbyterian Church 
56 Thames Street South



St. Paul's Presbyterian Church 
56 Thames Street South



The Royal Bank of Canada 
156 Thames Street South



The Royal Bank of Canada 
156 Thames Street South



Ingersoll District Collegiate Institute 
37 Alma Street



The Ingersoll Packing Co.?



The Canadian Pacific Railway Station demolished in 1976



36 Charles Street West



104 Thames Street South





J

118 Church Street



118 Church Street



Ingersoll District Memorial Centre 
97 Mutual Street South



The Mason Arena
42 King Street West, Ingersoll



Dewan Park
north west corner of Thames & Charles Streets



St. Charles Hotel
north west corner of Thames & Charles Streets



Ingersoll Collegiate Institute 
37 Alma Street



Ingersoll Post Office
formerly on the south west corner of Thames & Charles Streets



Formerly located on the south west corner 
of Charles & Oxford Streets.





B. Ross and fellow officers, Rev. C. D. Daniel, chaplain; James W. Dean, secretary and 
Russell Stringer, Director of Ceremonies. The honorary pallbearers were fellow 
members of the session of Trinity United Church and Masonic brethren, H. T. Bowers, 
H. I. Stewart, W. W. Wiiford, E. A. Webber, R. W. Green and Earl Fugard. The active 
bearers, who also carried the flowers were Charles Christie, Wilfred Allen, William

Sutherland, Roy Maries, Charles Meatherall and George Beavis



HOME ON EaRI SWEET, Ingexsoil
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