
Charles Eli
Chadwick 
1818-1896 

Charles Eli Chadwick was born 13 August, 1818 in Preston,
Lancashire, England, son of the Reverend Eli Chadwick and
Margaret Weal.  He immigrated with his family to Upper
Canada in 1826. He was educated by his father, who had
become a farmer and a school teacher at Vittoria, Norfolk
County; by the time he left school to work on his father’s
farm at age 16, Chadwick had received a sound classical
education. Except for two years spent working for his uncle,
Benjamin Chadwick, a merchant in Drummondville (Niagara
Falls), he remained on the family farm until his marriage.

Charles Eli Chadwick, portrait by H.
H. Schofield, photographers,
Ingersoll, circa 1895



In September 1843, Charles
married Jane J. McCartney
(1821-1882), after which the
couple settled on a 500-
acre farm at Lot 12,
Concession 1, Dereham
(Southwest Oxford)
Township, Oxford County,
near Ingersoll. He became
active in local affairs,
serving as a school trustee,
inspector of schools,
district councillor, and
township clerk. These
positions whetted his
appetite for public life and,
tired of farming and
perhaps encouraged by
political friends such as
Francis Hincks, he moved to
Ingersoll in 1853.

Jane J. McCartney Chadwick, portrait by Edy
Brothers, photographers, London, circa 1872

The 1857 Tremaine’s Map of
Oxford County depicts the
residence of Charles E.
Chadwick mid-point on the
south side of Cherry Street



Charles & Jane Chadwick went on to have a family of nine children.

William Eli Chadwick was
born on 25 December 1844,
in Ingersoll.  He had at least
2 sons and 1 daughter with
Elizabeth Anne Kenny. He
lived in North Oxford
Township, Oxford, in 1881.
He died on 19 July 1903, in
Benton Township, Berrien,
Michigan, United States, at
the age of 58.

James Charles Chadwick
was born in 1847, in
Ingersoll. He died on 4
October 1861, in his
hometown, at the age of 14,
and was buried in Ingersoll

Leslie Jackson Chadwick
was born on 8 June 1851, in
Ingersoll. He married Eliza
Anne Evatt on 16 April 1872,
in Ingersoll. They were the
parents of 1 son and 2
daughters. He died on 26
February 1904, in Hamilton,
at the age of 52.



Charles & Jane Chadwick went on to have a family of nine children.

Mary Margaret
Chadwick was born on
14 March 1850, in
Ingersoll. She married
local Ingersoll building
contractor, Aaron
Napoleon Christopher
(1835–1907) on 14
December 1869. The
couple had two
daughters: Jean Helen
Christopher (1875–
1942) & Frances
Neilson Christopher
(1877–1964).  
She died on 9 March
1933, in Ingersoll, at
the age of 82.

LAID AT REST--The remains of the late A. N.

Christopher, were laid at rest in the

Ingersoll Rural Cemetery on Saturday

afternoon. The funeral, which was largely

attended, took place from his late residence,

Oxford Street, to St. James' Anglican Church,

where an impressive service was conducted by

the Rector Rev. R. J. M. Perkins, assisted by

Rev. Canon Hincks. The town council attended

in a body and many floral offerings indicated

the high esteem in which deceased was held.

The pallbearers were Messrs. Thomas Wells, Dr.

Walker, Charles White, Walter Mills, and R. H.

Young

Ingersoll Chronicle & Canadian Dairyman

Dec 12 1907

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/9WVN-H2J
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/9WVN-H2J
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/9JD5-8M6
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/9JD5-8M6


Charles & Jane Chadwick went on to have a family of nine children.

Charles Walter Chadwick
was born in 1854, in
Ingersoll. He married Emilie
Margaret Mason of
Beachville on February 1878,
in Ingersoll. They were the
parents of two daughters. In
1882, he settled in Rat
Portage, now Kenora. For a
short time he operated a
hardware store. Later he
started up an Insurance,
Real Estate & loan business
one of the first in the town.  
He died on 23 March 1925, in
Kenora, Ontario, at the age
of 71.

Ingersoll Chronicle

Feb 21 1878

CHADWICK-MASON--At the

residence of W. Wilson

Holcroft, Esq., 20th inst., by

the Rev. E. M. Bland, Mr.

Charles W. Chadwick, youngest

son of C. E. Chadwick, Esq., to

Emillie M. Mason, second

daughter of Charles Mason,

Esq., of Beachville

Charles Walter Chadwick depicted with one of his goats in Kenora.



Charles & Jane Chadwick went on to have a family of nine children.

Jane Helen
Chadwick was
born on 15 July
1858, in
Ingersoll. Her
father, Charles
Eli Chadwick,
was 39 and her
mother, Jane J.
McCartney,
was 38. She
died on 21
August 1868, in
her hometown,
at the age of
10.

Ingersoll
Chronicle
Aug 27 1868



Charles & Jane Chadwick went on to have a family of nine children.

Agnes Leslie
Chadwick was
born on 31 May
1860, in Ingersoll.
She married
Robert Scott on 25
September 1895,
in Ingersoll. She
died on 27
December 1939, in
Edinburgh,
Scotland, United
Kingdom, at the
age of 79.

The 25 September 1895 wedding of Agnes Leslie Chadwick & Robert Scott, held
at ‘Rowanwood’, 276 Oxford Street, Ingersoll, home of her sister Mary
Chadwick Christopher.



Charles & Jane Chadwick went on to have a family of nine children.

Margaret Dorothy Chadwick was born in 1864, in Ingersoll; her father,
Charles Eli Chadwick, was 46 and her mother, Jane J. McCartney, was
44.  Research was not able to determine what became of Margaret.

CHADWICK--In

Ingersoll, 11th inst.,

Ernest McCartney,

youngest son of

Charles E. Chadwick,

Esq., aged 2 years and

10 months

Ernest McCartney Chadwick was born
in February 1865, in Ingersoll; his
father, Charles Eli Chadwick, was 46
and his mother, Jane J. McCartney, was
45. He died on 11 December 1867, in his
hometown, at the age of 2, and was
buried in Ingersoll.



The 1857 Tremaine’s Map of Oxford County depicts the residence of Charles E.
Chadwick Esq., a charming Regency cottage, with a wrap-around porch.

In Ingersoll, Chadwick’s career
blossomed. He was postmaster
from 1853 to 1861, manager of the
local branch of the Niagara District
Bank from 1854 to 1877, a member
and at times the chairman of the
school board between 1866 and
1877, and chairman of the Reform
Association in Oxford South. An
officer in the Oxford militia, he
became lieutenant-colonel of the
regiment in 1860. These activities
did not exhaust his restless energy:
he operated an insurance agency
and served on the boards of several
local enterprises.

Niagara District Bank,  formerly at
178 Thames Street South,
photograph by Grace Gregory, 1952



Ingersoll Chronicle, 1853
featured an advertisement for
Chadwick’s enterprises

Ingersoll Chronicle, 5 October
1871 reported the formation
of the Ingersoll Mechanics’
Institute, with Chadwick as
President.  This was the
precursor of a public library
in Ingersoll

Ingersoll Chronicle, 5 October
1871 details the origin of the
Ingersoll Gas-Light Company,
with Chadwick as Treasurer.   
Chadwick’s son-in-law,
contractor A. N. Christopher
was on the board of directors.



Chadwick was an early and influential
advocate of the factory system for
making cheese. Cheesemaking in
pioneer Canada had been a minor part
of agricultural life, with small quantities
being produced by individual farmers
or, more often, by their wives. British
North America’s first cheese factory
was established in Oxford in 1864 by an
American immigrant, Harvey Farrington.
His factory centralized cheesemaking,
which resulted in increased production,
better control of quality, and a more
stable income for farmers. The system
caught Chadwick’s eye and, in April
1865, he convened a meeting of
Ingersoll-area farmers and
businessmen, who formed the West
Oxford Cheese Association. In
cooperation with James Harris, a local
cheesemaker, Chadwick and the
association opened a factory, the first
in Ingersoll. The growth of the cheese
business led to the formation of
industrial associations and lobbies
Chadwick was active in setting up the
first of these, the Canadian Dairymen’s
Association, at Ingersoll in 1867, and he
later became secretary of the
Dairymen’s Association of Western
Ontario, a position he held for many
years.



In 1865, the Harris factory was erected and in the same year George Galloway,
John Adams and others also built factories. In the following year, the factories
co-operated to produce the Mammoth Cheese, made in the Harris factory.  
The Mammoth Cheese was 6 ft. 10 in. diameter, 3 ft. high, 35 tons of milk,
weight 7,000 lbs.

After a rousing send-off from the Ingersoll townspeople in early September
1866, it was shipped by rail to the New York State Fair at Saratoga Springs,
depicted above.  Charles Eli Chadwick is depicted as #2.



This cheese was
aged and cured 3
months until
August 23rd when it
was placed on a
specially con -
structed wagon
drawn by 6 grey
horses and paraded
through the streets
of Ingersoll to the
Great Western
Railway Station.
Here, speeches
were delivered by
Adam Oliver,
Charles Chadwick,
James Noxon,
Robert Facey and
others. With great
pomp and
ceremony this giant
cheese was loaded
on the train and
shipped to the New
York State Fair, at
Saratoga, where it
was kept on
exhibition for
several days.
When Cheese Was King: A
History of the Cheese
Factories in Oxford County
by Moore, Edward

Ingersoll Chronicle, 7 September 1866

https://ocl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/108592192
https://ocl.bibliocommons.com/v2/search?origin=core-catalog-explore&query=Moore%2C%20Edward&searchType=author


Ingersoll Chronicle, 19 December 1867

 The cheese was then
shipped from Saratoga to
England and was shown in
a number of street parades
and parks. James Harris
and Daniel Phaelen, as
representatives of the
Ingersoll Cheese
Manufacturing Company
of Oxford Coun ty,
accompanied the great
cheese on this odyssey. It
was finally sold to a
wholesale cheese
merchant in Liverpool
after being “ tried” and
tested thoroughly in the
presence of Harris &
Phealen. It was found to be
of excellent quality and
500 lbs. was brought back
to Ingersoll and distributed
among many of those who
had had some part in
making this monstrous
creation. Quite naturally
they all pronounced it of
superior quality.
When Cheese Was King: A History of
the Cheese Factories in Oxford
County
by Moore, Edward

https://ocl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/108592192
https://ocl.bibliocommons.com/v2/search?origin=core-catalog-explore&query=Moore%2C%20Edward&searchType=author


 A frequent traveller, Chadwick is said to have crossed the Atlantic seven
times. The Vienna exposition of 1873 enchanted him but he complained
of a “systematic series of attempted extortions ever since we reached
this cursed German country.” “Sick of Vienna,” he returned to Britain
with the comment, “Thank God I am once more on British soil in
something like a Christian country.” 

Chadwick embarked on his
journey to Vienna, leaving
from New York on board the
SS Egypt on 14 June 1873.  
This ship was one of the
largest steam ships afloat.  
Chadwick remarks in a letter
to his wife Jane: ‘our boat is
immensely huge’ 

The SS Egypt docked in Liverpool, England on 26 June.  In a letter to
Jane, Chadwick describes Liverpool as: ‘a quaint place, too many of its’
streets so narrow that two carts cannot pass each other’.

The 1873 Vienna
World's Fair was held
from 1 May to 31
October 1873. Its
motto was "Culture
and Education"
As well as being a
chance to showcase
Austro-Hungarian
industry and culture,
it  commemorated
Franz Joseph's 25th
year as emperor.



Chadwick went on to visit London, England, as well as Glasgow &
Edinburgh, Scotland after the Vienna World's Fair, August of 1873.

Chadwick stayed at the great house: Warley Hall near Birmingham,
hosted by the Watson family.  He also stayed here while on his trip to
Paris in 1878.



Chadwick took the opportunity to do some shopping while in Scotland,
purchasing a sealskin jacket in Glasgow for £21, which is equivalent to
£2,815.77 today.  He also bought jewelry in Edinburgh.



Chadwick
travelled to
the 1878
Paris
Exposition.  
Venturing
from
Ingersoll to
New York,
then
boarding the
Steamer
Alsatia on 17
July, which
proceeded
to London,
England.  
The Paris
Exposition
was largest
ever held,
with over 13
million
people
paying to
attend the
event.

Ingersoll Chronicle, 18 July
1878  reported the
departure of the Chadwicks.  
Miss Agnes Chadwick, age
18, accompanied her father
on this trip to New York,
Britain & France.



Charles Eli Chadwick, depicted circa 1880

After leaving their
home on Cherry
Street, the
Chadwick family
then lived at 172
Albert Street in
Ingersoll,
according to the
1894 Ingersoll
Directory.



 In 1878 and again the following year Chadwick was acclaimed mayor of
Ingersoll. He lost the office in 1880 after a campaign in which he was
lauded for attracting the Credit Valley Railway to Ingersoll but criticized
for failing to collect $15,000 in unpaid taxes from the townspeople.
Chadwick nevertheless retained his popularity – even his political
opponents supported a petition asking the Ontario government to name
him police magistrate for Ingersoll. The appointment was made in
November 1880 and he served in this capacity until failing health forced
his retirement at the age of 77, a few months before his death in 1896.

Charles Eli Chadwick & Jane McCartney Chadwick, circa 1880



Chadwick’s contemporaries saw him
as a devoted and efficient public
servant, a stern but impartial
magistrate, and an urbane and
cultured gentleman. Addicted to
work and conscientious in the
performance of a range of duties, he
nevertheless failed to move beyond
the confines of public life in Oxford
County, perhaps because he
dissipated his energy on such a
variety of activities, but more
probably because he was content
with local prominence and had no
desire to leave Ingersoll. Jacks of all
trades were not uncommon in 19th-
century Ontario, but Chadwick was
unusually versatile even for that
era.
His retirement from his two year
term of mayoralty duties was
celebrated by his contemporaries
with a special supper, speeches full
of accolades & toasts to his
accomplishments.



In the Ingersoll area
Chadwick was known as
an orator and as a
frequent contributor to
the local press. His
speeches were those of
an imperialist-nationalist
who believed that
Canada should continue
to have an “intimate
connection with the
British throne.  ”In spite
of his imperialist views,
Chadwick maintained in
1880 in the Ingersoll
Chronicle and County of
Oxford Intelligencer that
the future of the
dominion belonged to
immigrants from many
ethnic groups who would,
with the aid of Canada’s
“free institutions, free
schools and the open
Bible,” be moulded into
“a new race, not second
to any in the world.”  He
recognized that Canada’s
future prosperity would
be realized through “the
millions of people of
different nationalities
who will yet leave the Old
World to occupy it”
[Canada].



Ingersoll Chronicle, 19 October 1882 

Chadwick
headstone,
Ingersoll
Rural
Cemetery



Ingersoll Chronicle



C. E. CHADWICK--The death of Charles E. Chadwick, which

occurred at the residence of his son-in-law, Mr. A. N.

Christopher, on Sunday morning last, removes one of the

oldest and most highly respected residents of the town and

county. Deceased was a native of England and came to this

country in 1829, settling in Dereham [township] in 1845.

He has been a resident of Ingersoll for a great many years,

and has always taken a foremost place in all matters

relating the welfare of the town. He was for many years a

member of the Board of Education, and was mayor of the

town 2 years in succession, 1877-8 and was police

magistrate for 17 years. He was also for 21 years manager

of the old Niagara District bank. An extended sketch of his

life appeared in The Chronicle a short time ago. The

funeral which occurred on Tuesday afternoon was largely

attended many of the prominent men of the county being

present.

Ingersoll Chronicle, Feb 6 1896

Portrait of Charles Eli Chadwick,
taken in 1894


