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Fjoots Of
Jobi? Gernpap

T he German clan has solid roots in 
Canada dating back to the late 1700s 
and can be traced to two major family groups. 

The first group, which has been well 
re c o rd e d , is the German family of 
Adolphustown. In this group are the 
descendants of John German and his family who 
fought for George III, the King of England, 
in the  Am erican Revolutionary War 
(1775-1783), and fled to Canada as British 
Empire Loyalists at the end of the war. For 
their loyalty, the family was awarded land 
grants in the Adolphustown area on the Bay of 
Quinte in Ontario.

The second large German family group to 
be established in Canada are the descendants 
is that of James German of Nissouri, Ontario. 
James immigrated to Upper Canada from New 
York State in 1818 and settled in Oxford 
County, Nissouri Township in 1823. It is 
this second family that is of importance to 
the descendants of John Henry German of West 
Zorra Township, Oxford County. He was a 
great grandson of James German.

It is the assumption of George German, 
author of The Genealogy Of The Family Of 
James German, that the family of James German 
originally came to the New World from Germany 
as did John German of Adolphustown. No data 
has been found to prove or disprove this 
theory.

In the late 1600s and early 1700s there 
was a mass migration of Paletine Germans from 
Southern Germany. The journey was long 
and difficult. The Paletines travelled down 
the Rhine River to Holland and departed for 
the New World either directly from Rotterdam 
or via England. The German Paletines 
settled throughout New York and Pennsylvania. 
The majority of those who remained in 
New York settled in the Hudson and Mohawk 
River Valleys.

JAMES AND BETSEY GERMAN

Interestingly, both James and Betsey 
German were born and lived in America prior 
to George Washington becoming that nation’s 
first President. According to an earlier 
brief German history, prepared by William 
Morrison German of Peterborough, Ontario, 
James German was born 2 January 1782 and 
Betsey Brown, wife of James German, was bom 
9 May 1784. In the Autobiography of Thomas 
Brush Brown we learn that Elizabeth (Betsey) 
Brown married James German. No other details 
are given. George German, author of the 
James German genealogy, continues to search 
the archival data of New York State to learn 
more details about James and Betsey.

THE BROWNS

In the writings of Thomas Brush Brown, we 
find considerable detail about the Brown 
family. Thomas Sr., a comb-maker by trade, 
was bom in Northumberland, England. He 
immigrated to America and lived in Scituate 
Township, Rhode Island. By his first wife 
he had three daughters. He married, for his 
second wife, a lady who had been captured as 
a child by the Indians, and had been in 
captivity several years. The Rhode Island 
archival data shows that Thomas Brown and his 
wife Eley had six children, all bom in 
Scituate Township, Rhode Island: Fleet b. 
17 Jul 1746, Judith b. 3 Jun 1748, Job b. 
29 Apr 1750, Deborah b. 11 Jan 1754, Thomas 
(Betsey’s father) b. 18 Oct 1755, and Joseph 
(Thomas Brush Brown's father) b. 28 Sep 1761.

Betsey's grandfather and father both 
fought in the American Revolutionary War. 
Thomas Sr. was wounded. Her father, Thomas 
Brown Jr. (1755-1838) enlisted in George 
Washington's Army at Richmanton, Rhode Island 
on 1 January 1776, at twenty-one years of 
age.
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A fte r th e i r  y e a rs  in R hode Island th e  
fam ily moved n o r th  th ro u g h  V erm ont, w here 
some m em bers of th e  g ro u p  m arried  and 
s e t t le d .  B ut o th e rs  accom panied Thomas S r. 
on th ro u g h  th e  L ake Cham plain d is t r ic t ,  
s e tt l in g  a t Caldwell Manor, a farm  in Low er 
Canada c lose to  th e  R iche lieu  R iver, th e  
V erm ont b o rd e r  and th e  h is to r ic  m ilita ry  
g a rr iso n  a t F o rt L ennox.

An in d e n tu re  d a te d  O ctob er 1789 shows 
th a t  Thomas Brown (S r.)  p u rch ased  100 ac re s  
of land a t Caldwell Manor, L ot No. fo u r  in 
th e  fo u r th  Concession, n o r th  of fo rty -f iv e  
d e g re e s  of la t i tu d e . The in d e n tu re  shown 
below  is re p ro d u c e d  in p a r t ,  includ ing  th e  
s ig n a tu re  of Thomas Brown shown in th e  low er 
r ig h t .

r y - U i l S  IN D E N T U R E , nude the * • ,
|j Day — in the r‘ ' -

Year o f the Reign o f  onr Sovereign Lord G  £  0  R G E  the 
Third, by the Grace o f  God, of Great Britain, France, and 
IrehnJ, King, Defender o f  the Faith, &c. and in the Year o f  
our Lord t -jS  9  between Henry C M vell, o fB du w it n w  Q u ite , 

Efqj o f the one Part, and
o f th: other Part, W IT N E SSE T H .  that for and in ConGderation 
o f  the yearly Rentj, Covenants, Provifions, Conditions, and 
Agreements ltcrein>after relerved and contained, on the Par: and 
Behalf o f  the (aid
his Heirs and Afligns, to be paid, kept, done, and performed, 
he, the laid Henry CaUwell, hath granted, conveyed, and confirmed, 
and, by jjiefc Prcfents^doth grant, convey, and confirm, to  the 
find — «—- his Heirs and
Afligns, aU that Piece or Parcel o f Land, containing

— Acres Englilh meafure, being
Part o f  C aldw ll Manor, Lot

B rush Brown w rite s  how h is  f a th e r  fough t 
w ith a b e a r  in h is co rn fie ld . A lthough he  
had no w eapon b u t  h is  hoe , h e  was able to  
k ill  th e  anim al. T h e ir  fam ily lived in 
t e r r o r  of Ind ians. T hey  well rem em b ered  th e  
fa te  of th e i r  g ran d m o th e r and th e  many o th e rs  
who w ere  c a p tu re d  and sca lp ed . With growing 
signs of w ar b e tw een  th e  Am erican and B ritish  
fo rc e s , Jo sep h  d e c id e d  to  leave th e  c o u n try  
d u rin g  th e  w ar and move to  a m ore th ick ly  

s e t t le d  p lace , w here  th e re  w ould be  less  
d a n g e r  from  th e  Indians. He and h is  fam ily 
moved to  New Y ork S ta te  and s e t t le d  n e a r  
P l a t t s b u r g ,  re m a in in g  in th a t  p a r t  of 
th e  c o u n t r y  d u r in g  th e  War of 1812 
(1812-1815). Thom as S r . rem ained  in Low er 
C anada u n t i l  h is  d e a th , leaving a la rg e  
fam ily of sons and d a u g h te rs .

Thomas Brown J r .  m arried  Hannah S p e n c e r. 
T hey had  a fam ily of six  ch ild ren : V am um , 
Jam es, R usse ll (who d ied  young), M artha, 
E lizabe th  (B etsey ), and Abigail.

JAMES AND BETSEY IN NEW YORK

How Jam es Germ an and B etsey  Brown m et o r 
w here  and when th ey  w ere  m arried  has not been 
d e te rm in e d . A ccording to  William M orrison 
Germ an, Jam es and B etsey  had  a child  nam ed 
Ashel M orris Germ an, b o rn  in M ontgom ery 
C ounty , New Y ork , som ew here n e a r  Fonda, on 13 
F eb ru a ry  1813. He also s ta te s  th a t  th e y  came 
u p  th e  Hudson R iver and along th e  Mohawk 
V alley . T hey w orked  th e i r  way along, 
s to p p in g  a t  p lac e s  e n ro u te .

At some p o in t b e tw een  1813 and 1817, th e  
Jam es Germ an fam ily a rriv ed  in th e  Buffalo 
a re a  w here  i t  is known th ey  re s id e d  in 1817. 
Thomas B rush Brown, a cousin  of B etsey , 
w r i t e s :  " F a th e r  ( J o s e p h )  . . . s t a r t e d  
w estw ard in 1815. With a team  of old h o rse s  
and wagon, m o th e r (R ebecca  B rush Brown) and 
th e  c h ild ren , bed  and bed d in g , all in one 
c ra f t ,  m aking o u r  way slowly on, when m oney 
fa iled  s to p p in g  and laboring  to  e a rn  m ore, we 
p u rsu e d  o u r  jo u rn e y , s to p p in g  som etim es 
lo n g er and som etim es s h o r te r  4 u n til  in 1817 
we re a c h e d  th e  w e s te rn  p a r t  of New Y ork 
S ta te , n e a r  B uffalo." The move fo r  th e  
G erm an  fam ily m ust have been  equally  
d i f f i c u l t ,  e s p e c ia l ly  s in c e  th e y  w e re  
t r a v e l l in g  w ith  severa l young ch ild ren . 
B e tsey ’s f a th e r  and h e r  s is te r  Abigail also 
accom panied them .

JAMES AND BETSEY MOVE TO UPPER CANADA

B rush  Brown w rite s  th a t  in  1817, "While 
re s id in g  n e a r  Buffalo f a th e r  found an e ld e r  
b ro th e r  (Thom as—B etsey ’s fa th e r)  of h is 
abou t to  move in to  U pper Canada w ith h is 
son -in -law  J . Germ an. Having th e  same 
p r e d i l e c t i o n s  as  o u r s e lv e s  f o r  B ritish
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ru le , he encouraged us to re tu rn  with him to 
Canada, which we all did in the w inter of 
1818. My uncle moved firs t into Canada, 
settling  in a place called Short Hills. Then 
fa ther joined him there , crossing at Black 
Rock. For the firs t time we beheld that 
wonderful cataract—Niagara Falls. Halting 
in our journey for a few days at uncle’s we 
then travelled to what is now Smithville."

The Short Hills area is twelve miles west 
of Niagara Falls and was la te r called St. 
Johns. This is the place where James German 
and his family first se ttled  in Canada. 
James probably worked fo r a local farm er in 
exchange fo r provisions. During this period, 
the ir last th ree  children were born. By 1823 
he had assembled his family and new 
possessions and s ta rted  the tre k  to Nissouri 
to establish his homestead.

After working to clear th ir ty  acres of 
land fo r another man, and receiving a yoke of 
oxen, two cows and some provisions for doing 
so, Betsey’s Uncle Joseph and family made the 
tr ip  to Nissouri the previous year, starting  
for the ir new home in March 1822.

This journey is also described by Thomas 
Brush Brown: "Our ro u te  was then over the 
m ountain  ro a d , Hamilton at that time 
comprised only a few houses. We continued on 
by way of Brantford, which was mostly peopled 
by Indians. We crossed the river on ice, 
there  being no bridge; then through the 
Burford Plains, which proved to be the finest 
wheat land in that p a rt of the country; 
thence to Oxford to the south branch of the 
River Thames, following it down to Chote’s 
Tavern; then turning north  in the Township of 
Nissouri."

THEIR NISSOURI HOMESTEAD

In 1823, James German settled  th ree  miles 
east of the Joseph Brown family in Nissouri, 
which at the time was an almost unbroken 
isolated wilderness. This te rr ito ry , which 
had previously been Indian land, had only 
been surveyed and opened for settlem ent in 
1820. The Oxford County land reg istry  
records show that James purchased 100 acres 
of land in East Nissouri, Concession 11, Lot 
29, from Adam Killman 9 February 1824.

The deed was not reg is te red  until 23 June 
1835. The price paid for the land was twelve 
pounds and ten  shillings in the lawful money 
of Upper Canada—the 1824 equivalent of fifty  
cents p e r acre.

The home built by James German is 
described in the "Collectors Lists For Taxes" 
of 1841 as a one storey, squared or hewed 
tim ber house with two fireplaces or stoves. 
The Collectors Lists indicates that, as of 
1841, he had cleared seventy acres of 
land. Other records also show that James 
German has the distinction of being the first 
nurseryman in the township. He had carried 
seeds of apple, pear and plum from the Short 
Hills, which he planted to form the first 
orchard in the area.

THE FAMILY OF JAMES AND BETSEY

Betsey’s fa ther re tu rn ed  to Buffalo c.1833 
where he received a military pension from 
1833 to 1838 for having fought in the 
Revolutionary War of Independence. Brush 
Brown states: "He afterw ards drew a pension 
of $80 a year by re tu rn ing  to his native 
land, which he did in his advanced years, 
dying near Buffalo."

The George German genealogy of the James 
German family cred its James and Betsey with 
raising twelve children. The firs t nine 
children are believed to have all been bom  
in New York S ta te . The last th ree  children 
were bom  in Short Hills, Upper Canada. 
Birth years shown for the twelve children are 
based  on information from gravestones, 
obituaries and census data. . Dates may 
d iffer from previous family records. The 
children and the ir b irth  years are:

Horace c. 1805
Hiram c. 1807
Pamelia 1808
Symanthy c. 1810
Francis A 1811
Ashel M 1812
Eliza c. 1814
V ar num 1815
Lyman 1817
Jacob G 1819
Luannie c. 1820
Mary E 1822
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The E ast M issouri 1851 census shows: th e  
r e l i g i o u s  d e n o m in a t io n  f o r  J a m e s  as 
U niversalist and fo r  B etsey  as B ap tis t; th e ir  
a g e  as  s e v e n ty  an d  s ix ty - n in e  y e a rs , 
re sp e c tiv e ly ; h is  o ccu p a tio n  was shown as a 
fa rm er; b o th  d e c la re d  th a t  th ey  w ere  b o rn  in 
th e  U nited S ta te s ;  and th a t  th ey  w ere  now 
living in a fram e house . A s tream  flowing 
th ro u g h  th e  p r o p e r ty  of Jam es Germ an was 
nam ed Germ an C reek  on T rem aine 's  Map of 
O xford C ounty , Canada W est, p u b lish ed  in 
1857.

Jacob  G rant Germ an, son of Jam es and 
B etsey , h e lp e d  found th e  n e a r-b y  town of S t. 
Marys along w ith  S q u ire  In g erso ll and h is 
p a r ty . In  Jaco b 's  d ia ry , he  w rite s : "We 
d isco v ered  a good loca tion  fo r  g r is t  m ills 
sh o rtly  b e fo re  d in n e r  tim e on T uesday , S e p t 
7 th , 1841. We w ere  soon busy  s e tt in g  u p  o u r 
shan ty ."  This was th e  f i r s t  bu ild ing  to  
s tan d  on th e  S t. Marys s ite . The fu ll s to ry  
by M orrison German was p u b lished  in th e  
London F re e  P ress  7 March 1964. A nother son, 
Ashel M orris German o p e ra te d  a livery  s tab le  
business  in S t. Marys and also becam e 
Ju s tic e  of th e  Peace in th a t  com m unity.

The O xford  C ounty  land r e g is t r y  r e c o rd s  
show th a t , on 17 S e p tem b e r 1858, Jam es and 
B etsey  G erm an d isp o sed  of th e i r  M issouri 
farm . F ifty  a c re s  was sold to  V am um  L. 
German th e  E ld e r  and th e  o th e r  f if ty  ac re s  
was leased  to  R ichard  D rake German.

THEIR DEATH AND BURIAL

E ast M issouri was th e  final hom e fo r  Jam es 
and B etsey  Germ an. Both d ied  in 1860 and w ere 
b u r ie d  in th e  L ak esid e  M ethodist C hurch  
C em ete ry . A lthough a grave m ark e r can no 
lo nger be found , Germ an re la tiv e s  re c a ll 
s e e in g  th e  m a r k e r .  O th e r  e v id e n c e  
s u b s ta n tia te s  th e  y e a r  of d e a th  and p lace  of 
b u ria l.

In  th e  1861 E a s t  M isso u ri c e n su s , 
accom panying th e  V am um  Germ an fam ily 
in fo r m a t io n ,  is  th e  fo llow ing  n o ta tio n : 
"D eaths in 1860—one male age seven ty -n ine  
and one fem ale age seven ty -seven , b o th  d ied  
of old age ."  William M orrison German re c o rd s  
th a t b o th  th e i r  d e a th s  o c c u rre d  in O ctober 
1860 and th a t  b o th  w ere  b u r ie d  in th e  
L akeside  C em ete ry . The Oxford County Library 

re c o rd s  fo r  th e  L akeside  M ethodist C em e te ry  
has th e  following e n try : "In m em ory of Jam es 
Germ an aged  78 y rs ."  The grave is  w ith in  
th re e  lo ts  of Abigail Brown's grave, B e tsey 's  
s is te r .  Abigail d ied  A pr 27, 1857 age 76 y rs  
and 11 dys.

One of Jam es' and B e tsey 's  sons, F rancis 
A. Germ an d o n a te d  p a r t  of h is land to  form  
th e  L akeside  M ethodist C em ete ry . A nother 
son, Jacob  G. Germ an inven ted  th e  w ire  fence  
th a t  was u sed  th ro u g h o u t E ast M issouri. 
J a c o b 's  fen ce  was in s ta lled  a ro u n d  th e  
L akeside  C em ete ry .

THOMAS BRUSH BROWN

I t  would be u n ju s t n o t to  w rite  a few  
b r ie f  w ords abou t Thomas B rush Brown 
(1804-1893), who c o n tr ib u te d  so m uch to  th e  
know ledge of o u r  a n c e s tra l fam ilies and 
d ev o te d ly  se rv ed  as a m in is te r  fo r  th e  King 
of k ings.

In 1822, h e , w ith  h is  f a th e r 's  fam ily, 
moved in to  th e  Township of M issouri, O xford  
C ounty . Seven y e a rs  la te r  a t a M ethodist 
camp m eeting  he ld  in  W estm inster Tow nship, 
Thomas B rush Brown w ent fo rw ard  and k n e lt  a t 
a c ru d e  a l ta r  and th e re  becam e a new c re a tu r e  
in C h rist J e su s . The m in is te r  ca lled  on 
Thomas to  lead  in  p ra y e r  and h e  h a rd ly  had 
o p ened  h is  m outh  when th e  L ord  so ab undan tly  
b lessed  him th a t  h e  cou ld  n o t con ta in  
h im self. He w rite s , "I sp ran g  to  my f e e t ,  
c lapping  my hands and shou ting  a t th e  to p  of 
my voice G lory to  God!"

I m m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  h is conversion he  
com m enced serv ing  th e  M aster. He was 
ap p o in ted  le a d e r  of a Bible class te n  m iles 
d is ta n c e  from  h is  hom e; and h e  w alked th a t  
d is ta n c e  every  Sabbath  and, f re q u e n tly  d u rin g  
th e  w eek to  p ra y e r  m eetings. He soon 
rece iv ed  h is  license  as a M ethodist E piscopal 
P re ac h e r . O ften  h e  tra v e lle d  te n  to  tw en ty  
m iles from  hom e, p reach in g  re g u la r ly  once 
o r  m ore o fte n , every  S abbath . W ithout any 
ro a d s  h e  found  h is way to  h is ap p o in tm en ts , 
a t f i r s t  on fo o t and th en  som etim es on 
h o rseb ack , crossing  c re e k s  and swamps on 
fa llen  tim b e r th ro u g h  th e  u n b ro k en  fo re s t .  
In th e  beginning , th e re  w ere  no ch u rch es  o r  
school houses. He h e ld  h is  m ee tings in th e  
c ru d e  sh an tie s  of e a rly  s e t t le r s .  Thomas
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