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The Town of Ingersoll in Oxford County was established as .an 

unincorporated Village as early as 1820. Settlement had taken 

plabe earlier. The person for whom the locality was named was 

Major Thomas Ingersoll. He came from the United States 

as a Loyalist, in the wake of the American Revolution. With a 

number of his associates, he received in 1793 a grant from the i
Crown of 80,000 acres, taking in the area embracing what would iK 

time become the locality of Ingersoll. The latter finally 
it 

received incorporation as a Village in 1852, and as a Town in 

1865. At the end of 1853, the Great Western Railway was built 

through Ingersoll, thus assuring its rapid progress as an 

agricultural entrepot. The locality was to become especially 

noteworthy for its cheese production accomplishments.

A  The Ingersoll Chronicle was the earliest newspaper of record 
\ v

in tpis locality and in the County of Oxford, having been 

established in August’1853. Published first as a weekly and later 

as a daily, ,its founders were J. and J. Blackburn. They lasted 

but a short time, for in 1854 Allen Vjessels succeeded the 

Blackburns asz publisher and editor. In turn J.S. Gurnett 

functioned in these capacities from 1854 to 1876, G.F*. Gurnett 

from 1876 to 1894, C.R. Patience and W. Agur during 1894, R. 

Elliott from 1894 to 1908 or 09, W.J. Elliott from 1908 or 09 to 

about 1917, and N.A. Willoughby from 1917 to about 1921 or 22. It 

was Liberal in politics. Its daily edition had lasted only until 

1916 0^,17. An early sub-title of this paper was and Canada Dairy



Reporter. J

The second newspaper to appear in Ingersoll was the Oxford 

Herald, on 7 September 1859. This weekly lasted until 17 July 

18^2. Thomas A. McNamara was its editor and publisher. In all 

probability it presented the Conservative view politically. 

Next there appeared the Oxford Reformer, in February 1863. This 

weekly first edited and published by James Sutherland Robinson, 

and later by R.R. Sutherland alone, lasted until September 1863. 

As its na^e suggests it was Reform in politics. The Enquirer took 

over on 6 November 1863 and it seems likley to have lasted until * 
at least 1865. A.R. Sutherland was its publisher and James S. 

Ennefick its editor, and its politics was likely that of its 

immediate predecessor. The Canadian Plaindealer appeared 
approximately 3 October 1865 as a'weekly, and it lasted until 

(  
April 1867. Its editor was H. Constable and its publisher was 

¥ 
P.H. Finlay and Company. The Ingersoll News, another weekly, 

(also styled for a time the Canadian Nationalist and Ingersoll 

News, commenced publication 24 April 1867, and continued in 

publication for at least 10 years. M.L. Aldrich and E.B. Lewis 

were the founding editor and publisher lasting from 1867 to 1869. 

H. Constable followed in these roles from 1870 to 1874.

Subsequent editors and publishers in the 1870's were H. Constable 

and T. Harris from 1874 and A.M. Constable until at least 1877. 

It was Reform in politics.

• The Oxford and subsequently Ingersoll Tribune, founded as a 

weekly on 17 December 1873 by Harry Rowland, and subsequently 

edited and published by B.B. Baillie from roughly 1885 to 1905,
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then by E-L. Smith from roughly 1905 to 1912, and by W. R. Veale 

from 1913, is the subject of the present microfilm. It was not 

until 1925 that the name Oxford Tribune was changed to that of 

Ingersoll Tribune. The Tribune was Conservative in politics until 

1925, when it became independent. Under Baillie's control the 

papier had assumed the sub-title the Canada Dairy Reporter. By 

1892 Baillie was also publishing the Oxford Dairyman and Canada 

Dairy Reporter. The Tribune newspaper lasted until June 1970. 

A later editor and publisher by 1967 was W.A. Wood.

In 1881 the Ingersoll.Sun, first a weekly and then a semi- 
$ 

weekly, appeared. Its editor and publisher was C.R. Patience.

In 1884 he was succeeded Campbell and Aldrich. In 1886 T.A. 

Bellamy became editor and publisher, and he in turn from 1909 on 
was succeeded by W.J. Taylor, fhe date of demise of this paper is 

uncertain. An agricultural monthly, Noxon's Bulletin was 

established at Ingersoll in 1901. It was published by the Noxon 

Company Limited. By 1905 it has ceased to be mentioned in 
newspaper publications of the time.

For a period of time the Woodstock-Sentinel-Review in its 

daily edition had come out with an Ingersoll edition. This paper 

had the aforementioned W.J. Taylor as President and Managing 

Editor. Finally by 1992 there was simply a special insert in the 

Woodstock Sentine1-Review that appeared weekly. Called 'Ingersoll 
this Week', it had ceased by approximately the end of 1991. The 

final paper to be mentioned here is th^ Ingersoll Times, which 

was founded 8 July 1969. For a short time it overlapped the
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Tribune,-dntil the latter had finally ceased in June 1970. One of 

the Times' publishers was D.F. Wilson. It continues in 

publication to this day (July 1994).

The author of this introduction wishes to acknowledge the 

assistance of the following sources relating to Ingersoll and to 

its newspaper history: The McKim Newspaper Guides, 1892-1940, the 
i county directories for Oxford County for the nineteenth century 

in the custody of the Archives of Ontario, Early Days in 
* ’ • Ingersoll, by Maude Craig, in Western Ontario Historical Notes, 

1970, volume 25 number 2, p.p. 17-1^ History of the Town of 

Ingersoll, by James Sinclair, Archives of Ontario Pamphlet 

Collection, 1923 # 76, and most importantly A Checklist of 

Newspapers Published in the County of Oxford, Ontario, compi1ed 

by Elsie Sumner, in Western Ontario History Nuggets, number 2, 

n.d., p.p. 1-7. In addition M. Rosemary Lewis, the Librarian of 

the Ingersoll Public Library was most helpful in providing the 

author of* this introduction with details of recent Ingersoll 

newspaper history.

Prepared by William H. Cooper, 
Archivist, Special Collections, 

Archives of Ontario, Toronto, Ont.
29 July 1994.
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FUNDS

T h is  m ic r o f i l m i n g  p r o j e c t  was made p o s s i b l e  by f u n d s  d o n a te d  by 
t h e  Town o f  I n g e r s o l l  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  B i c e n t e n n i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n s  o f  
1 9 9 3 . A d d i t i o n a l  f u n d s  w e re  c o n t r i b u t e d  by t h e  L io n s  C lu b  o f  
I n g e r s o l l ,  M a ra th o n  B r id g e  C lu b , a n d  t h e  O p t i m i s t  C lu b  o f  
I n g e r s o l l .  We a r e  g r a t e f u l  t o  a l l  who h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  
w o r th w h i le  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t .

PROVENANCE

T h a n k s  t o  a l l  who d o n a te d  o r  lo a n e d  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  O x fo rd  T r ib u n e  
an d  I n g e r s o l l  T r ib u n e  f o r  m i c r o f i l m i n g .

The l a r g e s t  num ber o f  i s s u e s  i s  ow ned by t h e  N a t i o n a l  .L i b r a r y  o f  
C a n a d a  (N LC ). T h e se  i s s u e s  w ere  t h e  e d i t o r ’ s c o p y  o f  t h e  p a p e r ,  
a n d  a r e  m ark ed  an d  c l i p p e d .  They w e re  p u r c h a s e d  a t  a u c t i o n  a f t e r  
t h e  T r ib u n e  w ent o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s  a n d  d o n a te d  to  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
L i b r a r y  by E dw ard P h e l p s .  T h e se  i s s u e s  a r e  now on  l o n g - t e r m  l o a n  
to  t h e  I n g e r s o l l  C h e e s e  F a c to r y  M useum.

A n o th e r  l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  i s s u e s  i s  ow ned by t h e  I n g e r s o l l  
C h e e s e  F a c to r y  Museum (IC FM ). The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  cam e fro m  th e  
e s t a t e  o f  F ra n k  N i c k e l s .  They w ere  d o n a te d  t o  t h e  Museum by D a v id  
K e n t S h o u l t s  and  S h i r l e y  S h o u l t s .

O th e r  i s s u e s  w ere  lo a n e d  f o r  m i c r o f i l m i n g  by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
W e s te rn  O n t a r i o  R e g io n a l  C o l l e c t i o n  (UWO), t h e  A r c h iv e s  o f  
O n t a r i o  (A O ), an d  W o o d sto ck  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  (W PL). T h e s e  p a p e r s  
h a v e  b e e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  o w n e rs .

I s s u e s  fro m  th e  I n g e r s o l l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  ( IP L )  w e re  d o n a t e d  t o  
t h e  l i b r a r y  by c i t i z e n s  o f  I n g e r s o l l  i n  1993 an d  1994 f o r  t h i s  
m ic r o f i l m i n g  p r o j e c t .  T h e se  i s s u e s  h a v e  b e e n  d o n a te d  t o  t h e  
I n g e r s o l l  C h e e se  F a c to r y  Museum.

M. R o sem ary  L e w is ,  L i b r a r i a n  
I n g e r s o l l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  

N ovem ber 1994
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INGERSOLL
CHRONICLE
INGERSOLL CHRONICLE /  /

Ingerso ll Chronicle, In g e rso ll. O ntario, August 1853 -  December 1919 // 
(S u b -title  varies s lig h tly )

Dates microfilmed; v. 1 no* 52, August 12, 1854 -  v. 15 no- 52 (Wiole 
number 75Q) > August 6, 1868* 

• a

Editors and publishers: August 1853 -  AUgust 1854* J* & J* Blackburn, 
followed by Allen Wessels; August 1854 -  January 1876: J . S.
G um ett; February 1876 -  A pril 1894* G. F. G urnett; A pril 1894 -  
July ? , 1894* C. R, Patience and W. Agur; 1894 -  19-?* R. E l l i o t t ;  
19-? -  1917* W. J . E l l i o t t ;  1917-iW * ^ .  A .- Willoughby.

E d ito r ia l policy and content; History of newspaper:
[The following data was compiled by E lsie  Graham Sumner and appears - 

in  her The Newspaper Press in Oxford County, 1840-1940 (In g e rso ll, Ontario 
1940; P ro ject submitted to ' the L ibrary School, U niversity  of Toronto, in 
p a r t ia l  fu lfilm en t of the requirements for the degree of Bachelor of 
L ibrary Science# MBS. copy in Lawson Memorial L ibrary , U niversity of 
Western OntarioXk

"The Chronicle was the f i r s t  paper published in In g erso ll. I t  was 
a la rge  four page sh ee t, prin ted  weekly from 1853 to  1919- A d a lly  , 
ed ition  was a lso  issued in 1897> but com petition was too keen and 
[The Chronicle] was forced from 1916 on to  issue the weekly, only. I t  is



i n te r e s t in g  to  n o tic e  th a t  in  1864 th e  e d ito r  ad v ised  su b sc r ib e rs  he 

was w il l in g  to  a cc ep t one cord o f  wood fo r  one y e a r ’ s su b sc r ip tio n  

to  th e  p ap er. The reason  f o r  th is  was th a t  In g e r s o ll  was a ”wood-upw 
s t a t io n  on the  G reat Western R ailw ay. A fte r  a few y ea rs  p u b lic a tio n  
th e  hand p ress  was d isca rd ed  and a Gordon job p re s s  was purchased and 
th e  paper became g r e a t ly  en la rg ed . The C hronicle  was always a s tro n g  

su p p o rte r o.f L ib e ra l p r in c ip le s .  x

The Huron S igna l fo r  August 25, 1853, s t a t e s  t h a t  "The In g e rs o ll  
C hron ic le  has come to  hand. I t  i s  pub lished  by M essrs. J . and J .  
Blackburn of th a t  town . • . '  and supports  the  p re se n t a d m in is t r a t io n .“ 
Mr. Jo s iah  Blackbum  was an Englishm an, who had been E d ito r of the  
P a r is  S ta F , and in  1852 had bought th e  Free P ress in  London. He 
pub lished  the  C hronicle  fo r  a sh o rt tim e on ly . When J .  S. G urnett 
bought th e  paper in  August 1854, i t  was pub lished  and e d ite d  by 
A llan  W essels [see  is su e  o f 12 August 1854J

L i t t l e  i s  known of G urnett beyond th e  f a c t  th a t  in the  is su e  
fo llow ing  h is  dea th  on 27 January  1876, h is  b ir th p la c e  i s  mentioned 
as A n c a s te r , O n ta rio . I t  i s  more than  p robable  th a t  he was a son of 
th e  George G urnett who s e t t l e d  in  A ncaster and th e re  pub lished  th e  

▲
Gore G aze tte  in  1827 and l a t e r  founded th e  C o u r ie r  o f  Upper Canada. 

The C h ro n ic le , - under th e  long and v igorous management o f J • S.
G u rn e tt , became a very  su c c e ss fu l weekly, and h is  [G u rn e tt’s] son 
George F rederick  G u rn e tt, continued p u b lish in g  th e  paper u n t i l  h is  

death  in  1894* A fte r  1894 th e  C hronicle  passed out of the hands,o f 
th e  G urnett fam ily .

C. R. P a tie n c e , fo rm erly  o f the U ig e rso ll Sun, and W illiam  Agur, 
pub lished  the  C hronicle  fo r  a Aw months [ in  1894J and then i t  
passed in to  the hands o f th e  E l l i o t t  fam ily . Robert E l l i o t t  managed 
th e  paper u n t i l  h is  appointm ent to  an o f f i / i a l  p o s i t io n  w ith  the 

Canadian F o re s te rs . His .son, W illiam  J .  E l l i o t t , e d ite d  the C hronicle  
u n t i l  ab o u t 1917, when W. A. W illoughby, of D e tro i t ,  took over the  p  
b u sin e ss  fo r  the  l a s t  few years o f i t s  e x is te n c e .

[In  1919 th e  In g e rso ll  C hronicle was absorbed by th e  Woodstock 

Sentinel-R eviaw ]



Sm ith, 275 Themes S t r e e t  North

Volume I ,  Nos. 1-50

[In fo rm ation  regard ing  the l a t e r  y ears  o f the  C hronicle  has been 

in c luded  here  as i t  i s  planned to  f  ilm  is su e s  beyond 1868) 
■

F i le s  ob ta ined  from: Mr. S tan ley  J . 
I n g e r s o l l ,  O n ta rio . -

Issu e s  wanted:
1853 a l l  (August -  December)
1854 January -  M ly

August 5 , 26
1856 August 15 , 29(pp. 3-4 only)

[Note -  is su e  fo r  22 August 1856 fo llow s 13 August 185^3

1866 August 17, 24*
1867 August 1 (pp. 1-2 only)

X 
[Note -  issu e .-fo r  8 August 1867 fo llow s 23 January 1868]

T h is  f i l e  ends w ith  the issu e  o f  6 August 1868. F u rth e r 
film in g  i s  p lanned. Anyone knowing th e  lo c a tio n  of m issing 'num bers, l i s t e d '’ 

above, i s  asked to  w r i te :  The C hief L ib ra r ia n , U n iv e rs ity  o f Western 

O n ta rio , London, O ^ a r io .
P lease  n o te : A few issu e s  a re  c lip p e d , to r n ,  o r ragged 

( p a r t i c u la r ly  August numbers a t  the  f ro n t and back of o r ig in a l  bound 

volum es). ,

Holders of n eg a tiv e  cop ies: U n iv ersity  o f  Western O ntario  L ib ra ry , 

London, O n ta rio .
Holders of p o s i t iv e  co p ie s : U n iv e rs ity  o f Western O ntario  L ib ra ry , 

Lond on , Chta r  io  .

T h is f i l e  was film ed  February -  March 1965 by. London 
M icrofilm ing L im ited , 101 W ellington S t r e e t ,  London, O n ta rio , .... . ......._  Y?
f o r  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Western O ntario  L ib ra ry , London, O n ta rio .

Notes compiled by Edward P h e lp s, 22 February 1965. .



leal ’Library, University'

e Than Hundred Years
fry ̂ Newspaper

issues (whether daily,

jvealed in Leng thy List
Complied by V’ papers, issues (whethe
GR'AIIA M  SUMNER-.V weekly, semi-weekly, 

rtfedical 'Library, University' monthly, etc.), place of
item Ontario 
ing list of Oxford 

newspapers has been com
piled by 'Miss. Elsie Sumner of 
the staff., of the Medical School 

/ Library,/University • of. Western 
i Ontario. , I t was originally pre- 

pared as a project in partial ful- 
r  filment of the Bachelor o t  Library 
^S cience degree at the Library 
'^School, University of Toronto.

\.r}This<listi provides an outline of 
history of theinewspaper press

theU ounty o?^Oxford .and also 
v’|  V here. Available files -may 

und : today.V ,Oxford has had 
tf ij^ sp a p h rp is to iy  of more than 
aA' cen tu ry / ’ ' George Menzies 
n o u g h t 'o u t 'th e  fite of
The Woodstock Herald, Brock
District ̂ G eneral Advertiser in 
1^40.' Since that tim cV ^ jfa r as 
can be discovered, SS/neWspapers 
have, been published In 'ithev coun
ty. ’. In some cases. they-pnly evi- 
idence of their existence fp '^refer- 
Lepce In another journal/ -not a 
[single^ copy being now available. 
^Ihe list may noLbe complete, for 
h t is possible th a t there '-were 
^newspapers/ printed; in  ̂ Qxford 
-County1 ofv^hichKfillrevidence has 
Mlsappeapedj ForteXample, tradi- 
Itiop j/ty ith  i no /  .pSp^rmation a t 
present; saiys t h ^  time a 
’ prin ting v  press, which possibly 
[printed a news paper;?.’was housed 
dp an old building that still stands 
in«. Kintore. • ■ '

The importance ■ of newspaper 
Tiles as source’matei^al for social 
^nd-economics historw/is .being re
cognized more ‘and more as the 
years' pass., /N ew s and ’ advertis
ing .columns give information on 
steamboat; “stage y -a^W ailro ad  
irbut.es with • their • schedules and 
’fares, agriculture and crops, the 
[theatre 4arid; ^ th e r  amusements, 
;c)othing, food, .books, retail busi
ness ,‘^ n d ^ ’industries,; * disease, 
primes' and i punishments, births, 
marriages,'-and deaths^ /  ' 
i / In  many .'.cases' newspapers sup
ply ' the 'only contemporary his- 
.tjirical record and their disappear
ance leaves- serious gaps'1 i n / th e . 
history of,’.the province. Histor
ians ’are’eons fan t l y /b p ^  to 
■uncover, hidden 'files' phd/tb'epsure 
ih a t their/ ovyneys^ preserve’'.them 
carefully or 'dep^im ai^ ijin  some 
fireproof rep p s |fo ry ?* ^ ^  ; 
) - The list' shows in^chron^ogical 
^fdei* -the '- names /o f/th^V new s-

monthly,
monthly, etc.), place of publica
tion, length of publication, editors 
and publishers, in this order. 
While the above details are not 
complete, all which were available 
have been included. Where dates 
are missing they are not known 
to the compiler. Any further in
formation will be. gratefully re
ceived.

(The following " abbreviations 
are used: d.—daily; tw.—tri-week- 
ly; sw.—semi-weekly; w.—weekly; 
sm.—semi-monthly; m.—monthly; 
ed.—editor; pub.—publisher.) 

1840’.
Woodstock Herald and Brock 

District General Advertiser: w; 
Woodstock; June 6.?, 1840 - Jan.
1, 1848; George Menzies and 
William G. Walker, 1840-1842, 
ed., pub.; Geeorge Menzies, 
1842-1847, ed., pub.;'/'H arriet 
Menzies, Apr. 23, 1 8 4 ^-.^ , ed., 
pub. W , .  ’ :

1842
Monarch: w; Woodstock /A u g . 4, 

1842-Aug. 29, l S ^ 'X l 11^  G - 
Walker, Aug. 4, 18^2-AUg. 1, 
1843, ed., pub.; John F./Rogers, 
Sept. 12, 1843-Au^.29, 1848, ed., 

'-pub. J *
1848

Oxford S tar and Woodstock Ad
vertiser: w; Woodstock; Jan.
28, 1848-Jan. . 19, 1849 ?; John 
Allan, 1848-1849, ed,; Alexander 
Hay and Jame? Egan, 1848-1849, j 

' P, l b -
British American: w; Woodstock;

Sept. 30, 1848-1853; John Me-..
Whinnie, 1849-:1858, ed.; G. W.
Whitehead, 1848 pub.

‘1851*
Western Progress:' w; Woodstock;
, Nov. 14, 1851-1853; W. H. L an-1 

don, 1851-1852, ed.; George Lay-
’ ‘ cock, 1851-1853,' pub.

1853
Chronicle: w; d; Ingersoll; Aug. 

1853-Dec. 1919; J. and J. Black
burn, Aug. 1853-?, ed., pub.;
Allen Wessels, ’?-Aug. 1854, ed., 
pub.; J, S^Gurnett, Aug. 1854- 
Jan. 1876,Ledf, pub.; G. F. Gur- 
nett, Feb. ISU-Apr. 1894, ed., • 
pub.; C. R. Patience and W. Agur, '■ 
Apr. 1894-July ' 1894, ed., pub.;{ 

' R. Elliott, 1894-19-?, ed., pub.; I
W. J.s Elliott, 19-? - 1917, ed.,' 
p u b .;W . A. V^illoughbW;! 1917- 

\1919 , ed., pub ., /  *■ • /  ^ 1 8 5 ^ ^ ? " ^ -
Sentinel:- w; WoodStockp^An. 1, 

1854-Oct. 1878; Alexander' Hay ( (  fo e  k A  I



' < ; ••

IN THE 1880’S—The Oxford Standard, one of the first dail- 
ies published in Woodstock, was. established in 1885 by An- 
drew£Denholm, who-came here,froh) Kincardine, and who' 
tlate^became warden of Kent county.^- A weekly edition was ( /also published by- the Standard which is Relieved to have1 
^been .‘‘pressed” in a frame building opposite New St. Paul’s 
,Church. ■ Above'is. shown a picture of the staff in the early 
^ a r s 'o f  the paper.- ' ’ - , ' |

and John McWhinnie, 1854, ed., 
’pub.; John McWhinnie and son, 

’ \1854-§ept. 1870, ed., pub.; G.’ R.
P a ttu jlo ;O c t. 1870-1875, ed., 

■ pub.; ,G.‘ R. Pattullo and A. Pat- 
: tullo, ^75-1878, ed., pub. A  
Gazetteer :y?w; tw; Woodstock;

? Janb 4?,bl854-Jan. .1858; J. G.
VansittarV and George' Laycock,, 
Jan.-Nov? .1854, ed., pub.; Geo:, 
Laycock,’/Noy,. . ’1854-1858, ed.,- 
pub. । J . ,  ■ 1

Woods tock ” J^r'cury) > w ; Wood- 
stock; SepL i§54r?'; John Doug
las, Sept.’11^54-Feb. 1855, ed., 

.. pub. • ; . •
1855 • ’ x :

Times: w;‘ d; .Woodstock; May. 
. 1855-DecM, 1902; A. R. ‘Me-.
Cleneghan,’: 1855-Qct. 1873, ed.,;

■ pub;;T R."<>MbElheran: .and G.
Ross/ Oct.71873-1876,'- ed., pub.; 

f-A . Francis, 1876-1889, ed., 
< pub.; Vv  I^ tirancis, Feb. 1889-

Dec. 1902/.ecU pub. ' . Jv ’̂ ^ 1 8 5 9 ^ ^
Oxford Herald:-’ w; Ingersoll;

■■ Sept. 7 ,’<859-July 17, 1862;
Thomas A? McNamara, Sept. 7, 

’ 1859-July 17, 1862, .ed., pub.
RevievZ: w; Embro; Sept. 1859-?;

Alexapdei’- H ay ,' Sept; 1859- 
1874 ?,'ed.,‘,.pub: ’ ■ 
' /  ‘ ‘ 1 8 6 0 ^ ^

Baptist Freeman:\sm; Woodstock;
Julyvl5?, 1860-?^ Robert/Cam-
eron&1865-?, ed. .

< 1862 ' '
Drumbo/^Review: w; Drumbo; 

1862-?"; -A^xander Hay, 1862-?, 
ed., pub.

Herald and /General Advertiser

< folk and Elgin: w; Tillsonburg;
; Aug. 7, 1862-?; Thomas A. Mc- 
b'Nam ara, Aug. 7, 1862-?, cd., 
1 ‘pub; . •/.

Canadian Conservative: w; Wood- 
* l^stodk; Dec. 30, 1862-Mar. 1863;

>X Alexander Hay and Stephen 
/,^.Lusted, Dec. 30, 1862-Mar.

; f--.1863,. ed., pub.
1868

Good’. 'Templar: w; Woodstock;
J a r i / .6/ 1863-?; John McWhin- 

^ /n ie  arid J. W. Ferguson, Jan.
' /) , 1863-Aug. 9, 1864, ed., pub.;
/  John McWhinnie, Aug. 16, 1864- 
i ?, ed., pub.
.QxfOrd ;Reformer: w; Ingersoll; 

?T F eb . v'1863-Sept. 1863; James
X Sutherland and Robinson, Feb. 

■ 'X 1863.-?, ed., pub.; R. R. Suther-
^-/Und, 1863, ed., pub.
Pbserver: w; Tillsonburg; July 

,*?.1863-Nov. 1919; William S. Law, 
^1863-1887, ed., pub.; John Law, ' 
^ 1 ^ 8 7 ’1919, ed., pub. I
/EpQQirerL.’w; Ingersoll; Nov. 6, 
/  <1863-1865 ?; James S. Enne-

fidk, 1863-?, ed.; A. R. Suther- 
1 . land, 1863-?, pub.
J •' ' 1865 i
"Canadian Plaindealer: w; Inger- ‘ 

soil; Oct. 3?, 1865-Apr. 1867;
H. Constable, 1865-1867. ed.; P. \
H. Finlay and co., 1865-1867, । 
Pub.

k  1 8 6 7

Princeton’, Transcript and ..Blen
heim and Burford'Advocate: w; 
Princeton; Apr. 4 ," '1867rMar. 
1869; Robert PattersonJ'Api. 4, 
1867-Ma*.. 1869, ed., ^ u b ^ '

News: w; Ingersoll; Apr. 24, 1867- 
for the Counties of Oxford, Nor- ?; M. L. Aldrich and E. B.
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History Of The Sentinel-Review Bega
With Establishment Of Weekly In 1
When The Sentinel - Review 

celebrated its 50th anniversary 
as a daily, in 1936, it was the 
sole survivor of a dozen Wood- 
stock newspapers and five dail
ies in the city and county.

Today, after nearly 81 years 
as a daily, the newspaper can 
repeat the editorial of 1886 
which stated the publication is 
“ a healthy self-assertive young
ster with'little to say for itself 
except that with the support of 
the public — which has never
failed us 
stay.”

it has come to

“Years before the day ofjened when an office building marked
rural mail delivery, when the . was purchased and remodelled newsp
home farm was miles from t"hei n  1921. Thoms
post office, we waited until the 
folk came home from market on 
Saturday night to read the 
weekly edition with its portrayal 
of local and world-wide news. 
Then mail delivery made the

A young woman reporter in- presen
fluenced the habits of County For 
Council around 1920 when, in view' h
deference to the youth and lady- same 
like mien of Anna J. Tatham. Street.
the council members passed a made 
resolution against smoking and in 
while meetings were in session, moved

city akin and some mornings as 
we went to the old milk stand to 
unload the whey from the near-; jn  1930 the' f u l l  leased w i r e  
Sby- acnhêeimsemfeadciatotery we read to ii s e r v jc e  o f Canadian Press was.■  f nA t .t-mt
foi an immediate brea s . j j .  Ta y ior died suddenly now b

James Sutherland, a form er;^ 1332 and the paper was con-.Oxford
staff member, remembered thatftinued by bis estate until the can pr
when he first came to the news-;following year when it was sold an hou
paper in 1912, the company .jto  Allan Holmes of Galt and A. 40 mi
owned three bicycles, one for)D MeKenzie of Samia, who wide, 
the business office, one for the ■ continued publication under th e : cylinde
reporters, and one for W ,J. jname of Woodstock Publishers1 tograp
Taylor. _ The publisher oitenjLtd. That same year the weekly .trict 
scorcheo down Dundas Street_ a t ( edition was discontinued. In • Sentine
10 to 12 miles an hour, parkingi 2935 a Tillsonburg office was; 

The newspaper’s history can 
be traced to 1854 when The Sen
tinel was established by Hay 
and McWhinnie as a weekly. In 
1870 the paper was taken over 
by George R. Pattullo, later 
registrar for Oxford County.
Five years later he was joined AKITAT? W V  iM T-m  T O  by Ms brother. Andrew Pattulo. ANDREW PATTULLO -  -  
who later was elected MPP for ,w  j .  Tavlor. late ol The Moat- d then some !o p e n e a - ■ ■ :throug
Oxford. iteal Herald.

A colorful period followed. In the office and leaving b is ’S h  a a a ' v e r s a r ? a s 3  dauy :n 15 veh
■I- - - - • • * ;1935. The milestone was a^so nonor 

Amalgamation with The Re-;
view took place after Andrew । -  early days the carrier: bicycle behind.
Pattullo purchased full i n t e r e s t . T n  , . . , ,  „ . . ,
in 1880. It was on September 11, (W s  m Ingersoll waited on un-, A period of expansion tooKi 
1886 that The Sentinel - Review ; paved muddy Charles Street (place during this era. The Daily . 
bagan daily publication. The;for a. bread rig to: bring the■}Express, discontinued publics1-] 
weekly edition was also contin- ‘newspapers from Woodstock, iHon in 1913 and The Sentinel-1 
ued. The population of . Wood-1 Competition was intense among) Review took over its subscrip-I 
stock at that time was 6.000. newspapers of Oxford jtion list. An important innova-1

In 1901, the year Woodstock‘County. Many years later, R. A. ition took place when servicei 
reached official status as a city,'! Hutchinson of Vancouver hadlfrom Canadian Press, with its I 
a joint stock company was in-'this recollection as a farm bay fast., .coverage- of world-;; 
corporated as Sentinel-Review,; of the-importance of The Sentfcfwide news events, came over ; 
Limited. Two years later the'pel-Review in the life of the) a commercial wire in 1917. Thef 
presidency was taken over by (county: .Ingersoll bureau was strength-1
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hv | Tribunej Changes Hands After 35Year$.Under Bill Veale
re t

$
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; , «'. before I get to >4ikey^he ’
Veale, as he stepped ■<?utuMyL&£ 

January 1, af^ii. selling^the 
n e w sp a p 0 r^ o .^  Lee, of Oakville. '0 ;^ O f 3 T ^ ^  !

Mr. Veale’s knowledge •in ‘4h^^e*Kiy

born.>nd raised m ■
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Despite the ownership change, there i^ n o  
change in the “happy fam ily” , th a t  
staff. Miss Winnif^fed W ebb is one o f• the^iTw woman 
linotype operators in th.e country.' Youngest memoer 
is- G ilbert Stevenson, “pa-inter’s ♦•devil” ,. shown,. ,w ith  
Cecil Smith, another v e te rah ,'m a k in g -up £ m e .  Miss 
Irm a H utt is the personable young lady -^hn'-greets all

„  —------—-------------.----------------— -  — •

customers, keeps the bookstand many other j
H unt is unsurpassed as p n n te r-an d  composi
middle left, is Howard Veale, son. of the form
general handym an and proofreader, and le
is Gordon Craig, the Tribune’s ady^rtising 
who has had many years with W eekly*news
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Town Crier 
will shout

I

no longer
By RON PRESTON ?
of The Sentinel-Review > *

INGERSOLL -  Almost 
seven years to the day, The 
T ow n C r ie r  c e a s e d  
publication Wednesday 
after owners decided the 
Thamesford-area weekly 
was no longer financially 
viable. 1 ' ,

“It wasn’t in good finan
cial position last year,” 
sa id  p u b lish e r  Carol 
McKnight, “and the finan
cial forecast for this year 
and ahead looked almost 
as bleak.” The final deci
sion to close the Crier 
came a week ago “but we 
had talked about it for 
some time.”

The tabloid served “just 
under 1,000” subscribers in 
Thamesford and the sur
rounding communities but 
shared an office in Inger
soll with its sister paper, 
The Ingersoll Times. All 
subscribers have the op
tion of receiving the Times 
or asking for a refund, she 
said.

“ W e’ve now in c o r
porated the Thamesford 
news into the Times,” 
McKnight said, “which is 
how we used to do it” prior 
to the Crier’s purchase. All 
former correspondents and 
columnists will continue to 
supply local news.

T h e  n e w s p a p e r ’ s 
originator, was former 
T h a m e sfo rd  re s id e n t 
George Teather. He con- { 
vinced J.W. Eedy Publica
tions of St. Marys that the 
publication was feasible, 
and on Nov. 24,1977, the in- 
agural edition rolled off the 
presses. , ’ - ./ 

publication in January 
1981. Its operations were 
transferred into the Inger- j 
soil office the„ following 
year. ■, •

In its last three‘years, t 
the paper fared well,in On- I 
t a r i o C o m  m,u n i t y j 
Newspaper Association 
competitions. It won five 
d if fe re n t a w a rd s  for • 
general excellence^, best . 
news and features,? best ; 
local advertising, best j 
tabloid front and best , 
photography in the under 
2,000 circulation category.

“We’ve had a number of 
people call and say they’re 
sad to see it goi’’ McKnight ’ 
said, along with the ex
pected inquiries about 
subscriptions.

The closing coincides 
with Otter’s opening of a 
new weekly in Paris but ■ 
McKnight said there is no -4 
connection between the 
two occurrences. The clos
ed paper’s lone full-time / 
reporter, Mike W^lsh, had 
been offered another job 
within the Otter chain but 
chose to accept a new posi- 
tion, with The Hanover 
Post. ; ’ / J

Walsh, a graduate of 
Georgian College last spr
ing, expressed positive 
feelings about- his six
month tenure with the 
paper and the community.

BOUGHT IT
But by 1980, Eedy decid

ed to close the Crier, offer
ing fits subcription list to< 
Otter Publishing Ltd. of 
Till&onburg, owners of the 
Ingersoll weekly. Otter in
stead purchased the paper 
o u t r i g h t ,  b e g in n in g

K; 15 ( 19̂ 4
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'I h 5 Town Crier <J

< eases publication
'J VIL Crier, Thamesford and area’s 

wcHu, newspaper,' ceased public
ation today, after the last edition rolled off 
the presses.

The Town Crier was a sister newspaper to 
The Ingersoll Times, both being owned by 
Otter Publishing Ltd. of Tillsonburg.

The paper was closed because it was no '. 
longer economically feasible to continue it.
• In its seven year life time, The Town Crier 

managed to scoop up a number of provincial 
newspaper awards in the under 2,000

> circulation category, In 1981 it won the 
Ontario Community Newspaper Assoc- 
iaton’s (OCNA) General Excellence Award, 
the Best News and Features Award, and the 
Best Local Advertising Award. In 1982 it 
won the OCNA’s Best Tabloid Front Page 
Award and the Best Feature Photo Award. v 
The OCNA presented its Best Photography 
Award to The Town Crier in 1983.

The newspaper was the brainchild of 
former Thamesford resident George, 
Teather, who convinced J.W.Eedy Pub-! 
lications of St. Mary’s, of Thamesford’s ; 
need fop its own newspaper. In December 
1980, however, Eedy Publications, believing 
it was no longer financially feasible to 
continue publication, approached Otter 

' Publishing about the sale of the Crier's 
subscription list.

In January 1981, Otter .Publishing pur
chased not only the Crier’s subscription list, 
but the entire newspaper, and continued 
publication. ' ' ; b

Thamesford and area news will now be' • 
incorporated into The Ingersoll Times,' 
Town Crier writers Pat Kelly, Carl Starkey

1 and The 'Rev, John Cooke will now ] 
contribute news items to The Times. J 
Reporter Mike Walsh has accepted a 
reporting position with The Hanover Post.

editions of The Town Crier, as it rolled off the presses. is closing after seven years. • M GERS

Tham esford reporter Mike Walsh examines one of the last Today’s edition is the last one being published. The paper
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■ '  We won! -A?  V  ■ '•>  /
. ' The Ingersoll Times was notified last 
, Monday morning of a second place win 
capture^ in Canadian Community News
paper Association (CCNA) competition.

With ov^r 585 newspapers from across 
the natiori, entering CCNA competitions, 
the Times staff was exuberant over.their , 
much cherished win. / /  ' \  ' '
' . Facing 29 entrees, in the. community 

\  service category and competing primarily 

against newspapers from major metro- i 
politan areas with as much as 20 times the 
circulation and 10 times the staff, the

■C Times gained a second place honorary 
. mention for their “beat the blizzard’’ 
r series.

First place was awarded to the 
Missauga News, with a circulation of over 
70,000. Annual the Missauga News holds a 
Christmas fund raising program for the <

(continued on page 19)

Times wins award ’
r : C  . . . . /  ■ <

(Continued from pa^e J) 
j less fortunate citizens of 
t the community raising 
^thousands of dollars.

The idea for a “Beat the 
Blizzard” event stemmed 
from a casual conversation
between former editor 
Yvonne Holmes Mott and 
Police Chief Ron James. 
Working in co-operation 
with Chief James, the 
entire Times staff aided in 
carrying out an informa

tive afternoon. .y
Various town- residents 

formed a penel and outlin
ed ways ‘to “beat a 
blizzard”, including how to 
survive agtorm if caught in 
your car; how to contact 
local rescue units and how 
the rescue units operate;• 
how to remain within your 
home and not suffer food or 
heat shortages and how to 
prepare yourself for a 
winter blizzard.
- Following a panel dis
cussion, a ‘question and 
answer period was held.

“Of: ' all , the awards

siders look a t your paper 
and . say ‘now there’s a 
newspaper that not only 
covers the events happen
ing in their community, 
there’s a newspaper that’s 
getting involved in then- 
community.

“We don’t go to press 
with only the hope of 
winning an award in 
newspaper competition. 
Our job is to inform the 
public of what is happening 
i the community. But, I feel 
it’s also our job ’ to get
involved with 
munity - to be 
with our town 
things that are 
in the town.

the com- 
concerned 
arid with 

happening

“The award is a bdqu§. 
One we didn’t expect btit
one we strive for and 
grateful to receive” .

The Times staff at

are

the
time of the “Beat the 
Blizzard” series was con
ducted, consisted of. Be.tty 
Parker, Connie Van

newspapers compete for, I 
personally , feel that the

Boekel, Janet Fleischer, 
Brian Torsney, Bpnnie 
Mott and Brian Moody ;̂

Judging for the annual
community service award ^newspaper competition is 
is one -of the mbsWXiiot yet complete but will be 
prestigious,” said Times' by ‘ mid-July when the 
manager Carol McKnight.

“It’s nice to have out-
award presentation will be 
made in Toronto.

/ 3  Z?7?



Ingersoll Jimes manager Carol McKnight was on hand at the Canadian Community 
Newspaper'Association (CCNA) annual meeting in Toronto last week, to collect a 
certificate lor the Times’ second place finish in Community Service competition. The avyard 
presented to Ms. McKnight by CCNA Past President Ian Mackenzie, is given annually to 
the top Atwiv newspapers across Canada, who contribute to the community beyond the 
norm a|.c^m unity service efforts expected from a good community newspaper. First place 
winner, w^iheM ississauga News of Mississauga, Ontario. The winning newspaper is the 
largest; weekly newspaper in Canada.
For Ms;^lc^nig^t, Thursday, July 21 proved to be her lucky day. Not only did she* receive 
the certiflCatefon behalf of the Times staff, but she was also named winner of a trip for, two 
to Eurapw^piplesy of CP Air. The trip will take the winner to Amsterdam, Athens. Home, 
Milan or^isbon. CP Air official M.L. Dukelow presented the tickets to a happy Ms. 
McKinghwpJ^ving the draw. ‘

1 W w e  Times fares w elling/ 
Canadian news com petition
Results of the 1978-79 

annual w eejk^ newspaper 
competition^ were announ
ced last week by the 
Canadian !• Community 
Newspaper^! Association 

(CCNA), showing the Ing
ersoll Times, Ingersoll’s 
community newspaper < fa- 

' red exceptionally well in

score of 34.0 out of 50 while 
a score of 38.0 out of 50 was 
earned in the feature story 
category. .

In editorial writing com- 
' petition the Times earned a 

score of 38.0 out of 50 and in 
the historical story div
ision, a 30.0 out of 50 was 
captured.

competition against news- In sports page competit
ion the Times finished with 
a score of 34.50 out of 50 and 
in the Christmas edition 
category, they earned a 
score of 38.50 out of 50.

The number of entries for
each category varied but in 
all categories the ‘Times j

In the Special edition 
- category the Times stood in 

23 position out of the 86 
newspapers competing, 
with a score of 69.5 out of 
100. The special edition 
entered for competition 
was the 1978 Cheese and 
Wine edition.

In the many years the 
Times has been entering 
competition, this year pro
ved to be one of the most 
fruitful, regarding marks 
and awards.

A Blue Ribbon A-Award 
was presented to \<he 

WTimes.by Jhe-CCNA*earlier 
. this yea#-forj; their high 
standingsVlnu ̂ newspaper 

competition.

papers frbm across the 
'(nation! , ? i
\  In general overall news

paper^* excellence, the 
^imes,Raptured a score of 

|  .ouCW 100. Competing 
tainsVS# newspapers they 

J i s h e ^ j n 't e n t l v i^  . , ___>
in news w r i t i r t g f e $ p & ^  finished with average or ' 
m the Times e a r n & i ' ^ *  above average scores.

77™ ex
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Times wins in Canadian 
newspaper competition

We did it again!
For the second year in a row, The Ingersoll Times has captured a Blue Ribbon 

• Award in cross Canada weekly newspaper competition. The award is given annually 
■< by the Canadian Community Newspaper Association (CCNA), to newspapers who 

rank among the best across the nation, in their circulation category. 1

, Specif ic issues were chosen by the CCNA for judging. Blue Ribbons are awarded to
. those weekly newspapers which the judges feel are outstanding in their general 

weekly news coverage of their community.
■ The Times is a member of the Otter Publishing Ltd. family and sister newspapers 
' also scored well in competition. Both the Tillsonburg News and The Norwich Gazette 

f were also nam^d Blue Ribbon winners. As well, The Gazette claimed a second place 
j win for best photo feature and a third place win for best front page, in its circulation 

category.
f • • 4  ' ■

, The Port Colborne News, also owned by Otter Publishing, received an award, for I 
producing the best historical edition of all CCNA weekly newspapers, regardless of

’ circulation size, across the nation. With this same edition, The Port Colborne News 
i also claimed an honorable mention in Canadian competition sponsored by the 
'Ministry of Tourism. Winner of this competition was National Geographic.

v This is the second year in a row The Times has captured a Blue Ribbon Award for 
its general- news coverage of community happenings. The ribbon, which is a 
prestigious award, can be seen sitting proudly in The Times’ masthead.

■

I • J , • '
Staff members contributing to the editions judged were: Margaret Boyd, Chris 

Clark, Gerri Dunbar, Ruthe Kipp, Connie Ling, Betty Parker, Raey Ritchie, Jack 
Smith, Connie O’Neill and Carol McKnight.

S  Z y  /An E S'

P&Z



Times wins award
■ -  '  ‘  ' , v  ' •  -■  •' •

The Ingersoll Times captured a first ' . 
plac&award in Ontario Community News
paper Association (OCNA) competition - •
this week and received notice of its 
standings in other categories entered.

In the class two category of competition., 
for newspaper with a circulation of 3,001 to 
5,000, the Times won the best composition /  place in best news and feature competition 
and layout design award. It earned third * and best local advertising competition, 
place honors in best front" page "competit- The Norwich Gazette claimed best in its

ion and out of 33 competitors, the largest 
class of general competition, it placed 
among the top three per cent. 

For Otter Publishing newspapers this " 
was a year of award wins, as all of its 
newspapers earned top honors.

r ■ The Town Crier was judged best in its 
class of 12 competitors and also won first

class of 12 competitors and 
best news and feature awa
sports award, best local adve
and the best classified adver

The Tillsonburg News w
classified advertising award
of 25 competitors and The P
News captured a first plac

' •. haying the best special editi
competition newspapers, all 
ions above 5,000..

9
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T h e O n t a r i o  C o m m u n i t y N e w s p a p e r  A s s o c i a t i o n ’ s  b e s t  c o m p o s i t 

i o n  a n d l a y o u t  a w a r d ,  w o n  b y  T h e I n g e r s o l l  T i m e s ,  w i l l h a n g  w i t h

o t h e r a w a r d s  t h e T i m e s h a s g a t h e r e d o v e r t h e  y e a r s .  S t a f f

m e m b e r s  b e a m p r o u d l y  a t  t h e i r  w i n .  T h e y  a r e f r o m  l e f t t o r i g h t ,  

C a r o l  M c K n i g h t ,  g e n e r a l m a n a g e r ,  C a t h y  S w a n c e ,  c o m p o s i t i o n .

C h e r y l S t e w a r t , e d i t o r i a l , B e t t y D u n l o p

D u n l o p ,  a d v e r t i s i n g a n d  B e t t y  P a r k e r , r e c e p

p h o t o w e r e C o n n i e L i n g , c o m p o s i t i o n ,  a n d

R e v .  R o g e r  W .  M c C o m b e ,  D o u g  C a r r ,  D a v

G a r l a n d .
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Newfoundland Corp, buys Otter, Retto, Cash Crop pub
The Ingersoll Times comes under new ownership next week with the 

sale of shares of.Otter Publishing Limited to Newfoundland Capital 
Corporation Limited. ?  '

Along with Otter Publishing and its five newspapers, Halifax-based 
N’CC is also purchasing Cash Crop Farming Publications Ltd. of Delhi 
and Retto Publishing Ltd. of Port Colborne.

The publications will continue to operate with their present staffs.
NCC, a national company with diversified interests, is already well 

established in the printing and publishing industry in the Atlantic pro
vinces.

• With its initial acquisitions in On- 
j tario, the NCC publishing group will 
. be publishing 30 newspapers and 
. periodicals in five modem plants 

with a total circulation of 235,000.
Otter Publishing, based in Tillson- 

burg, presently publishes The 
Tillsonburg News, The Ingersoll 
Times, The Norwich Gazette, The 
Caledonia Grand River Sachem and 
Paris This Week, as well as 
operating Otter Printing and The 
Copy Shop in Tillsonburg.

Cash Crop, based in Delhi, 
publishes The Delhi News-Record, 
Nanticoke Times and Brant News, 
along with five national magazines: 
Greenhouse Canada, Flower Shop, 
Fire Fighting in Canada, Canadian 
Fruit Grower and The Canadian 
Tobacco Grower. They also publish 
The Ontario Com Producer under 
agreement with the Ontario Com 
Producers’ Association.

Retto Publishing has its plant in 
Port Colborne and publishes The 
Port Colborne News.

Cam McKnight will continue in 
charge of Otter operations as vice- 
president and publisher of the 
Tillsonburg, Norwich and Paris 
papers. Peter M. Buras will be com

ptroller. Carol McKnight continues 
as publisher of Ingersoll and 
Caledonia papers, and Walter Kleer 
as publisher in Port Colborne. C.E. 
(Ted) Crandon continues as presi
dent and publisher at Cash Crop. 
Simcoe resident Ivan Kilpatrick, 
CA, a senior vice-president of NCC, 
is head of the management group for 
the companies.

Both Otter P resident Chuck 
McKnight and Senior Vice-President 
Bill Pratt will remain associated 
with Otter Publishing.

Harry Steele, president and chief 
exetutive officer of NCC, said the 
company will use its South Western ■ 
Ontario base as a springboard for 
future expansion and growth in the 
province. They are pushing to have 
20 or 30 publications within the next 
two or three years.

He pointed out that Otter and Cash 
Crop are well-managed operations 
with com petent and energetic 
employee teams. "These same 
writers, editors, sales people, com
posing room and printing staff, who 
live here in the area and who have 
already made their companies suc
cessful, will continue,” he said.In 
commenting on the sale. Otter Presi-

H.R. Steele
President and C.E.O.

Newfoundland Capital Corporation ■

dent Chuck McKnight said: “The 
decision to sell Otter Puolishing was 
made after months of soul-searching 
and consultation. In coming to an 
agreem ent with Newfoundland 
Capital Corporation we feel we have 
selected the best for our employees, 
subscribers and advertisers.

He added: “Our thanks to the 
many who have given a helping hand 
in our growth since we ’ assumed 
leadership some 30 years ago. We 
know our successors will receive the 
same faithful support, and with 
them , fu tu re  grow th  and

■ : Cam McKnight > A ■ ' .
• Vice-President and Publisher /  . ■ 

Otter Publishing Ltd. <
’ ; . ’ » ■- . ’ " : • F - s . \  .
prosperity.’.’ ■' . :

Vice-President Bill P ratt said that 
the company is proud of the role its 
newspapers and their staffs have 
played in their communities. “We 
have always tried to be a positive 
force in enhancing the community 
through growth and improvement. 
Our newspapers have won many 
provincial and national awards for 
their efforts, and with the support of 
NCC there can only be even better 
things ahead.”

NCC is a strong national company 
with major interests in transporta-.
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MORE FOR INGERSOLL

Fresh publication arrives here Tu
INGERSOLL — The Ingersoll 

b u r e a u  of T h e  W o o d s to c k -  
IngersollDaily Sentinel-Review took 
on a new look this week with new 
staff, some new desks and a whole 
new outlook.

The changes come with a decision 
to produce a weekly publication call
ed Ingersoll This Week, to be 
distributed in Ingersoll and area with 
Tuesday issues of the daily paper 
starting Sept. 26.

The editorial staff has been ex
panded to three full-time members 
after Marilyn Smulders moved to the 
Woodstock office in exchange for 
Monty Kersell and Eric Schmiedl. 
Pauline Kerr, working out of the In
gersoll office on a half-time basis, 
joins them full-time.

Sales reps Audrey Barter and 
Cameron Good have already been 
drumming up business for the new 
publication and long-time staff 
member Thelma Riley expects a full- 
time person to handle circulation.

The daily paper will continue runn
ing the Ingersoll page (usually Page 
3), but staff hope to increase the 
amount of local copy carried on that 
page in addition to filling the new 
weekly publication.

Items planned for the new publica
tion by the Ingersoll bureau staff in
clude personal columns, feature 
stories and interviews with local per
sonalities and sports features, in
cluding Male and Female Athletes of 
the Week from Ingersoll District Col
legiate Institute, Victory Memorial 
School and Sacred Heart Catholic 
School.

Also arranged are a weekly col
umn from the town’s recreation 
department and a monthly column 
from the Ingersoll public library.

A special feature expected to begin Week is a personal column by Bonnie bu
with the third issue of Ingersoll This M ott, long-tim e residen t and Se

INGERSOLL THIS Week editor Monty 
Kersell, left, holds a prototype copy of the new 
weekly publication to be distributed with each 
Tuesday edition of The Daily Sentinel-Review 
Sales reps Cameron Good, pictured at right,

and Audrey Barte
which now sport
modate a full-tim
editorial staff me
gersoll veteran P



THE FOUNDERS of The Tillsonburg Indepen
dent have high hopes for their weekly 
newspaper. Here, Walter Kleer, Carol 
McKnight, Peter Burns and Linda Saunders —
THE TILLSONBURG INDEPENDENT 

all former employees of Newfoundland Capita 
Corporation — look over layout for the first 
issue.

In matters of blood and ink
Story and phot" » 
by MARILYN SMOLDERS 
of The Sentinel-Review

“ TILLSONBURG -  Senior staffa t 
The Tillsonburg News didn’t moon 
too long over their firing. In less than 
two weeks, they set up their own 
shop, The Tillsonburg Independent.

Tne first issue of the tabloid-sized 
newspaper rolls off the presses for 
distribution tomorrow.

“There’s no way they’ll out work 
us in this business,” promised Peter 
Burns, one of The Independent's 
founders. “We have the commitment 
to the community; we’re going to be 
staying here.”

Four co-workers — Burns, Carol 
McKnight, Linda Saunders and 
Walter Kleer — started planning the 
weekly new-spapcr the very after
noon of the “oig bang” at The 
Tillsonburg News, Ontario head
quarters of Newfoundland Capital 
Corporation, on Sept. 7.

The company vice president Cam 
McKnight, his sister Carol, the 
editorial director, operations direc
tor Kleer and controller Burns came 
into work as usual that day only to be 

informed that their jobs had been ax
ed. All are related to The News's 
former owners, Chuck McKnight and 
Bill Pratt.

In the days that followed, promo
tions director Saunders handed in 
her resignation as well.

The Tillsonburg News had been in 
the McKnight family for 69 years, co
founded by Harvey F. Johnston. 
Over the years, the firm Otter 
Publishing was formed, acquiring 
other community newspapers, in
cluding The Ingersoll Times, The 
Norwich Gazette, The Caledonia 
Grand Biver Sachem, The Dor
chester Signpost and Paris This 
Week. The family business was sold 
to NCC in August of 1988.

“NCC was one of a number of big 
companies looking at our chain,” 
said Carol McKnight, The Indepen
dent's editor. “At that time we were 
re assured that there was a role for 
our family and room to grow.”

Since purchasing Otter Publishing, 
NCC continued to amass other com
munity papers in Ontario, including 
the Winger Group and Cash Crop — 
14 papers and shoppers altogether. 

“ It seemed all they cared about was 
the bottom line,” said McKnight.

McKnight immediately viewed her 
firing as an opportunity to begin a 
rival newspaper in Tillsonburg, her 
hometown. But even she is amazed 
by the response by the community.

In just two days of opening an of
fice at 81 Broadway, 250 charter 
subscriptions, entitling the holders to 
the Independent for their lifetime, 
were sola out. Carrier routes are just 
about filled and people have been 
walking off the street to volunteer 
their time.

Even on a Saturday, the telephone 
was ringing off the hook. “ It’s been 
overwhelming,” assessed Burns.

The Independent's owners are go
ing to be attentive to what their 
public wants, said McKnight. One 
way of doing that will be by each 
delivering a paper route themselves. 
At the same time, they’ll be knocking 
on doors asking for ideas on how to 
improve the paper.

With money tight and a skeleton 
staff, it's going to be a struggle, the 
four owners agreed. “But we’re up 
for a challenge,” said Burns.

Ivan Kirkpatrick, NCC vice presi
dent of finance, would not comment 
on the reason for the firings or on his 
competition.

O 's ,
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New local paper 
hits the streets

The first In g erso ll This W ee k hit the 
m arket Tuesday as the Daily 
Sentinel-Review began a weekly 
newspaper supplement.

The weekly paper covers Ingersoll 
and area and is distributed with the 
daily paper every Tuesday.

Editor Monty Kersell said he was 
first approached with the idea of a 
weekly in Ingersoll at the first of 
September. From Waterloo original
ly, he comes from working in the 
Sentinel’s Woodstock office, after 
earlier working in Swift Current, 
Saskatchewan.

The Ingersoll bureau of the Daily 
Sentinel-Review has been renovated 
and new faces added. Reporter Eric 
Schmiedl is from K itchener- 
W aterloo originally and is a 
graduate of Conestoga College. In
gersoll is his first reporting job but 

he worked as a summer student at 
the Sentinel-Review. Pauline Kerr, 
who had been working as a part-time 
reporter in Ingersoll, becomes full 
time.

The editorial staff will provide । 
news for the weekly, as well as the 
Ingersoll page in the daily paper, 
Kersell said.

“This calls for a bit of imagination 
in the stories,” he said. “ It means a 
lot of writing, with more emphasis 
on p ic tu re s. E v ery o n e’s eye 
gravitates to a picture.”

He said the weekly paper will give 
more extensive coverage to Inger
soll than the daily can.

“ I t’ll be a judgement call, 
deciding what goes into the weekly 
and what goes into the daily,” he 
said, adding the daily will handle 
mostly items of interest outside In
gersoll.

Monty Kersell, editor of Ingersoll’s new weekly, Ingersoll This Week, holds a 
copy of the paper’s first edition. The weekly is published by the Daily 
Sentinel-Review' out of Woodstock. (Liz Dadson photo)
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By JONATHAN STOVER

"Today a d ream  has taken its firs t 
step tow a rds  re a liza tio n . It is a 
dream  o f seve ra l yea rs ' d u ra tion  -- a 
dream  o f p roduc in g  a new spape r 
de d ica ted  to p ro m o tin g  Ingerso ll 
and d is tr ic t and serv ing  every p e r
son w ith in  the  area. ''

Those were the first lines of 
Jessie Robins’ "Message from 
the Editor" in the inaugural edi
tion of the Ingersoll Times, 
published on July 8, 1969.

Robins has fond memories of 
the paper which she and co
owner Allen Houghton started up 
20 years ago. They ran the paper 
for about two years before sell
ing it to Otter Publishing in April 
1971. By that time, Robins noted, 
“the baby had grown and lived 
and become something -  we had 
done what we had set out to do, 
and it was time to move on.”

The 1969 Times doesn’t much 
resem b le  to d a y ’s pap er. 
Published tabloid size -  the size 
of the Toronto Sun -  from its in
ception until its sale, the Times 
went through three different 
logos and a number of different 
editorial page designs in those 
first two years.

Had Robins’ and Houghton’s 
plans gone the way they had 
originally hoped for, there never 
would have been an Ingersoll 
Times in the first place. The two 
had planned to purchase the 
rights to the name Ingersoll 
Tribune from that newspaper’s 
owners, but the deal never came 
through. The Tribune was on its 
last legs in 1969. but had a 
history dating back to the 1870s.

Jessie Robins, the  firs t ed ito r o f the Ingerso ll Times, looks over 
the in it ia l ed itions o f the newspaper. The paper was launched as 
an independant in July  1969.

That heritage attracted Robins 
and Houghton, but it wasn’t to 
be.

“And it wasn’t without sorrow 
that we watched the Tribune go 
out of business,” Robins added. 
Without the Tribune’s good 
name, Robins and Houghton had 
to create a new newspaper tradi
tion.

The co-owners first became 
acquainted during their annual 
work on the Cheese and Wine 

Festival committee. After talk
ing over the idea of a new 
newspaper, they began the task 
of starting it up. Robins was 
editor, while Houghton served as 
the firm’s general manager. 
While Houghton had little 
newspaper experience, Robins 
had a lot. as a w rite r- 
photographer for the Woodstock 
Sentinel-Review, the London 
Free Press and for various wire 
services.

The Times was started up to 
cover the community events 
which the Tribune was letting 
fall by the wayside, Robins said. 
“The heart of the news was not 
being covered.” she noted.

Early problems for the Times 
included the delivery of the 
wrong kind of headlining 
machine, which made early pro
duction nights more difficult 
than normal. Layout of the early 
papers was often informal as 
well -  social notes were laid out 
beside hard news items, wed
ding anniversaries often receiv
ed as much attention as in
dustrial expansions, and the 
layout was often avant-garde 
enough to make modern readers 
wince.

The clunkiness, though, was 
calculated to some extent. “We 
wanted to be like a friend com
ing into the home,” Robins ex
plained. “to have a chat with the 
people. You c a n ’t be 
sophisticated and informal at 
the same time.”

The new newspaper also em
phasized community news from 
outlying areas such as Embro, 
Thamesford and Putnam. The 
correspondents were given some 
elementary training in news 
writing and then encouraged to 
send in both news and pictures. 
“ We w anted to estab lish  
something different (from the 
T ribune) with th is c o r
respondence,” Robins noted.

Robins found m any dif
ferences between the Times of 
1989 and the paper she helped 
found. “ It can’t of necessity be 
the friend ly  com m unity 
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