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'No tra in ing fo r bravery' 
: Ingersoll medal w inner

BY CHRIS NIXON 
Sentinel-Review Staff Writer

The day was Feb. 7, 1974 
and it began in a noneventful 
fashion for the then 54-year- 
old Herman Irwin of Victoria 
Street Ingersoll.

Working for a home con­
struction firm, he was 
hauling a load of junk to a 
dump south of Verschoyle. 
He was flagged down by 
another person later iden­
tified as Leslie Parker, and 
told his assistance was 
needed at a nearby 
housefire.

Before Feb. 7 ended, Mr. 
Irwin had risked his life 
twice trying to save the life of 
Brenda Lee Hluska.

Now, about 2>'2 years later 
Mr. Irwin is being recognized 
for his bravery by Governor- 
General Gilles Leger.

He is to receive the 
Medal of Bravery in Ottawa;* 
today.

Mr. Irwin recalls vividly 
the events that led up the 
honor he is to receive.

When Mr. Irwin, now 57 
and working at Ingersoll 
Cheese, first arrived at the 
fire scene, he saw the in­
fant’s mother screaming that 
someone was trapped in the 
home being consumed by 
flames and blanketed with 
thick smoke.

“The first thing I tried to 
do was break through the 
window,” he recalled on the 
weekend. “As soon as I got in 
(the room the victhn was in) 
I asked for a cloth to put over 
my face, but the smoke was 
too strong. I couldn’t stay in 
there.”

Mr. Irwin recalled he left 
the house and escored the 

• infant’s mother and older 
sister to his truck. It was 
then the mother told him 
where the child was located 
in the room.

Mr. Irwin went back for 
another try.

“The others didn’t want 
me to go back in,’’ he said, 
“ but they wouldn’t go 
in....they were afraid maybe 
the roof would give in. But I 
wasn’t content to just leave 
knowing there was a child in 
there.”
FOUND CHILD

He located the child on his 
second attempt and passed 
her out of the burning home 
through the smashed-in 
window. The child was later 
pronounced dead.

Mr. Irwin prefers that his 
actions not be referred to as 
those of a hero.

“ By not saving the child’s 
life I don’t feel that what I did 
was heroic as it may have 
been had I saved it,” he said.

He admitted, almost 
reluctantly, that what he did 
was an act of bravery.

The second trip into the 
building could have been 
avoided, he said, if he had 
asked questions before going 
in the first time. When he 
first entered, he thought two 
children were trapped. And 
he didn’t know what part of 
thq room to search.

“ I had so little time to do 
things...I didn’t have much 
time and I had to work fast.”

Because a person is seldom 
called on to act in an 
emergency, he said, it’s 
something one can 't be 

educated for.
“You don’t get-study for 

this position (Medal of 
Bravery). With the ex­
perience I’ve gained now 
though, I think I’d do it a 
little differently.”

Mr. Irwin’s assistance that 
day didn’t end with his at­
tempt to save the child. He 
also drove the mother and 
her other child to the hospital 
and went to her husband’s 
place of employment and 
informed him of what had 
happened.

He was a crown witness at 
trials, on a charge laid as a 
result of the child’s death and 
for each day of lost work the 
court paid him $6 and 
mileage for his car, he said.

“ I got myself into a lot of 
trouble for it,” he said, “but 
if I had the same thing to do 
over again I’d try my best to 
do it.”
DRIVING FORCE

The force that drove him to 
risk his life, he said, was 
knowing that a child was 
trapped inside.

“Most people would try to 
help out, at least you’d think 
most people would.”

“ I wouldn’t want my child 
left in there” .

Mr. Irwin considers it an 
honor to be chosen as a 
recipient of the Medal of 
Bravery. And, in his modest 
way, he remembered one 
day when he walked into the 
Oxford County courthouse 
before testifying about the 
event. Lawyers got to their 
feet as he walked past them.

“ I felt they had thought I 
had done something really 
great.”

Herman Irwin of Ingersoll was to receive a Medal of Bravery in Ottawa
(Staff photo)



Ingersoll resident youngest to
earn Ontario Good Citizen Award

Twenty-year-old Marlie Ives of 69 
Cambridge Street became the youngest 
recipient ever to win the Ontario Medal for 
good citizenship last Thursday in Toronto.

Marlie was also presented a medallion in 
honor of the Queen’s Silver Jubilee by the 
Honourable Pauline McGibbon. She 
accepted the award on the lawn at Queen’s 
Park before an audience of over 
two-thousand people.

The 12 other people who received the 
provincial good citizenship award ranged 
in age from 40 to 80.

These 12 names along with Marlie’s will 
become the first to be etched in an ivory
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pillar the government plans to erect in 
honour of the occasion. The monument will 
stand outside Queen’s Park.

Marlie, formerly an Ingersoll District 
Collegiate student, taught reading to 
elementary school children during her 
spare classes.

Her prograin proved to be a success and 
various elementary teachers requested 
similar help from the high school.

Within two months approximately 20 
secondary school students volunteered 
their free time to assist. An additional two 
schools asked for volunteers after hearing 
of the results attained through the 
program.

Marlie received a grant throug
Opportunities for Youth in 1975, and sh
developed a comprehensive reading
program for students and adults.

She sought out professional help, wit
two other young people, to devis
programs, gain access to appropriat
materials, and learn the necessary skills

A wide range of activities was planned
including remedial reading, sound train
ing, library usage, reading to others (i
hospitals and nursing homes) and fu
reading.

Because of the enthusiastic response
principals of six local elementary school
decided to continue the program durin
the school year and several outside school
requested information.

In the spring of ’76 Marlie receive
funding for another summer program
Requests from parents and teaching staf
had risen to such a level that priorities ha
to be set.

Eventually, because of its tremendou
success, the program could includ
primary and junior grades only.

The principal of I.D.C.I., in conjunctio
with the English department, decided t
make it possible for additional high schoo
students to help out. Approximately 4
students worked with the children in th
program, assisting them with thei
reading skills and smoothing over thei
difference.

Marlie, who is now a graduate of I.D.C.I
is presently employed at the County Farm
Market on Governor’s Road.

Mrs. Ives told the Times on Tuesday
that Marlie was very much honoured an
excited by the award presentation on th
weekend, but says that things are prett
well back to normal now.



>C i I 1 ' ' J j / /

Marlie Ives was recently presented with the Ontario medal for Good Citizenship. Ms. Ives is the youngest Ontario resident to ever 
receive the award. She is pictured here with the Honourable Lieutenant Governor Pauline McGibbon. receiving a Queen’s Silver 
Jubilee pin. The ceremony was held at Queens Park last weekend in conjunction with Ottawa’s Canada Bay celebrations.
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The parents of 20-year-old, Marlie Ives of 69 Cambridge Street in 
Ingersoll, have every reason to be proud of their daughter. Not 
only was she the youngest person to receive the Ontario Medal 
for Good Citizenship, of which only 12 were presented, but she 
recently received the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Medal. The medal 
is awarded in recognition of worthy and devoted service 

rendered to the community. In 1971, Marlie set up a program to’ 
help elementary students with reading problems. The program 
has since grown and has been incorporated by many area 
schools. Pictured above are Mr. and Mrs. Hugh G. Ives and 
daughter Marlie'.seated in the center.



MIKE JAMES

Possibilities endless for former 
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Story and photo 
by PAULINE KERR 
for The Sentinel-Review

INGERSOLL — Says former Inger­
soll resident Mike Jam es: “ the 
possibilities are endless” for his 
popular musical group about to record 
its first album.

The album is a must for Jam es’s 
group The Shooters, based in Yorkton, 
Saskatchewan.

“If you don’t have it, you don’t get 
much farther than local.”

The album will include original 
material by lead singer-guitar player 
Rob McLane, a farmer who lives, eats 
and breathes music. James is looking 
at producing the album independently.

“ If you go for anyone with a label, a 
first album usually ends up on the back 
burner,” clearly not something James 
has in mind.

The album could mean playing the 
main stage at the Big Valley Jamboree 
in '88. The group is already booked for 
the event, described as the biggest 
country festival in the world. Since they 
entertained at the Jamboree’s Beer 
Gardens last year, The Shooters have 
been busy with local engagements and 
opened for Ian Tyson in Regina.

Plans for the coming year include 
opening for as many groups as possible, 
including the Juno nominee Double 
Eagle Band and The Nitty Gritty Dirt 
Band. “It’s great exposure” .

A recently recorded show on STN 
(Sasketchewan Television Network) 
will air early in the new year. Hosted by 
recording artist Glory-Anne Carriere, 
Entertainm ent Sasketchewan has 
featured such important names in 
music as Charlie Pride and Alice 
Cooper and is broadcast province-wide.

The group has also done a live radio 

broadcast. James expected the sound to 
be terrible but was surprised at the ex­
cellent quality.

Right now there is no lack of work for 
the popular group. As James explained, 
it’s more a matter of choosing which 
bookings will be most beneficial. And 
even when The Shooters play at a wed­
ding, “we put on a full show. We have a 
very good sound and light system and 
we have a full-time sound man.”

The next big step is the album. James 
anticpates it will do well. The material 
will be good, but the drummer has been 

MIKE JAMES, drummer with the successful Saskatchewan 
country rock group The Shooters, was one of many former Inger­
soll residents who came home to family and friends for the
holidays.

in the music business long enough to 
know it takes more than talent for a 
group to make it to the top. “Somebody 
has to have the drive, the promotional 
ability.”

That is James’s territory. Owning his 
own record store, The Music Centre, 
and an audio-video shop, Mr. Stereo, in 
addition to a production company call­
ed Platinum Records. James has im­
portant contacts throughout the music 
business.

James’s music career got off to a fast 
and successful start in Ingersoll.
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By Carol Mcknight

When Ari Jansen left Holland 
25 years ago, he came to Canada 
with little more than a pocketful 
of dreams.

| With Europe still aching from 
j the pains of World War II, he 
(looked to Canada as the land of 
promise, the land he would caii 
his home, the land into which ne 
would pour the sweat of his labor 
and the dreams of his youth to 
mold a future for him and his 
family of five.

Ari Jansen is still molding that 
future for himself and his family. 
Mter 25 years, he is still pouring, 
the sweat of his labor and his 
energy into his dreams.

But today, Ari Jansen has more 
:han a pocketful of dreams to 
show. Today the Ingersoll 
resident is one of Canada’s top 
artists.

“I didn’t come here to be an 
artist,” he says, softly pulling at 
the thin grey-white beard. “I 
came here to look for a future for 
myself and my family.”

He draws the words slowly 
from his throat, like a fisherman 
who casts his line then pulls it 
slowly to the surface of the water. 
He hesitates, knowing he has 
caught your attention, then 
continues.

‘‘I have drawn and painted all 
my life - before 1 came here and 
after. About 1958, having spare 
time started me at it quite 
seriously. This past year though, 
I have dedicated entirely to 
sculpturing.”

Glancing about his brightly lit 
art gallery you are assured that 
he has spent many unaccountable 
hours and years painting and 
sculpting.

/ He lifts one of the many 
sculptures in the room into his 
arms. He presses his thick 
fingers against the wood then 
allows them to move softly, 
slowly across it.

“It’s hard to work with, this 
wood.” He presses the sculpture 
to his breast, still caressing it. “It 
is so beautiful. The grains, the 
texture....so beautiful.”

Carefully he sets it back down.
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It’s walnut. Why look for the 
wood that works the easiest, 
instead of what looks the most 
effective. At present this suits my 
mood.”

With his narrow eyes set on the 
sculpture he has just put down, 
his words fall like a poem he has 
always known.

“ I do have a vague idea when I 
start. The lines of the wood fall in 
place. Then the ideas start to 
form. If there is a crack in the 
wood, that falls into place. 
Everything falls into place and 
grows. “Everything is an ex­
pression - everything I do - an 
expression of some emotion.”

He points to an oil painting. 
“You see that? Some of my 
paintings are painted out of pain, 
out of frustration. They are each 
an expression of different moods. 
In that one, the quality of paint, 
the color, it all depresses you. But 
in many, I try to express a love of 
life.”

He points to another picture, 
neatly hanging in a polished 
silver frame. "That one ex­
presses a love of life.”

“ If you are employed with a job 
like mine and you are a creative 
person, you can’t wait to get out 
of it and into a completely 
different atmosphere and 
create.”

A Domtar Industries Limited 
laborer, Mr. Jansen says, 
“You’re not creating at all times 
anyway. And so, at a job like 
mine it stimulates you to know 
when you’re done ‘now I’m free, 
now I’m going all the way out’.

When I get home I always work 
on it. About six hours a day. And 
at work....well...if I’m not here 
working at it, I’m always 
dreaming about it. It’s one of the 
things; it’s a lifestyle.”

After a generation of endless 
toil, after years of hurrying home 
from work to carry on with his 
art, Mr. Jansen confides that his 
art is only beginning to be 
recognized. His sculpture 
"Argon" was recently acclaimed 
as one of the two best art pieces 
entered in a Canadian Sculpture 
Society show and has been 
awarded the Shell Purchase 
Award.

To artists across the nation, 
this award, given by Shell
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Canada Limited, bears un- 
nieasureable recognition of an 

' artist’s talents.

“This thing is a matter of great 
pride to me,” he says. He raises 
his heavily accented voice and 
allows the words to fall clearly 
and precisely. “The show in 
Toronto is for anyone who tried 
anything in sculpturing. Anyone 
can enter; it’s for all Canadians.”

He pulls a cigarette to his 
mouth, inhales deeply then butts 
it out. “ How many pieces are in it 
I don’t know. But out of all these 
entered, only 35 works are what 
they consider good enough for the 
one major show of the year.

“There are two purchase 
awards given; what we call the 
two best ones in the show. And I 
got one of them.” He lifts his 
hunched back erect and beams 
proudly. “This is definitely a 
great accomplishment.”

He crosses his legs and leans 
his elbow on one of his knees.

“My wife is my only critic,” he 
says. “Some people will tell me 
they like something or they don’t 
like something but she tells me 

why. She knows when there is 
something bad or good in it. She 
is pretty good at it.”

With recognition as an ex­
tremely talented artist growing 
even outside of Canadian art 
circles, Mr. Jansen shows little 
reservation about admitting that 
he is a success.

“Do I consider myself a 
successful artist? Yes. Very 
definitely. I am a success.

“Success doesn’t necessarily 
mean that you have made it 
money-wise. Successful is when 
you can feel that what you did 
was good, that you’ve succeeded. 
Then, you are successful.”

He lifts a bright orange pipe 
from his shirt pocket and begins 
packing it with tobacco. He fills it 
slowly, careful none of the 
tobacco fillings fall onto the floor, 
then lights it.

“ If one sees art or goes into art 
to make money, I’d say nine out 
of 10 times, you make a mistake. 
If you see art as a satisfying way 
of living and it does satisfy you, 
fascinates you, then you don’t 
mind being poor.
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things like that, yea, there's a 
future in it then. It’s a lifestyle. 
It’s an enjoyment by ‘itself. I 
would encourage people, if they 
are willing to bear the sacrifice of 
poverty. It’s not as bad as it 
seems. Having a lot of money is 
only having a lot of zeros in the 
bank. '

He pulls the pipe from between 
his lips and laughs. “No success 
does not mean having money. 
And yes, I am successful.”

Mr. Jansen’s award winning 
sculpture “Argon” will be on 
display at First Canadian Place, 
Toronto, April 5 to May 1.
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Artistically anew 
Jansen’s returned

Story and photos
by MARILYN SMOLDERS
of The Sentinel-Review

, INGERSOLL — Like the phoenix 
rising out of ashes, artist Arie Jansen 
is experiencing renewed life after 
fire.

In late May, a blaze engulfed his 
home — extensively damaging his 
workshop, studio and storage room. 
As well as leaving the flat-topped 
structure — the former Dixon’s Cor­
ners School — in a black mess, 
flames ravaged many finished can­
vases. Only Jansen’s living quarters 
were left untouched.

As construction workers started to 
put his home back into shape, Jansen 
himself felt a rebuilding. The 
69-year-old artist is beginning to ex­
hibit his work again and to spend 
more time in his workroom.

“ I’m starting to make a comeback, 
I guess,” he laughs.

But it’s not a paint brush and pallet 
knife he’s got in hand this time. 
Jansen bends over a cord of walnut, 
wisking away wood chips with deft 
knocks of a hammer on the head of a 
razor-sharp chisel; it’s art in 3D 
that’s focusing his attention.

“ I stumbled into it really. When I 
was painting, I felt like I would like 
to make something with dimension, 
size.”

And whereas paintings rely on col­
or to convey their emotion, sculpture 
takes on the brown of the wood. “You 
have to try and make them colorful 
in their own way. That’s the 
challenge,” he remarks. “You’re 
stretching the imagination of your 
viewer with form and what you do 
with that form.”

Jansen started a career in art mid­
way through life. Immigrating to 
Canada from the Netherlands in the 
1950s, he soon indulged his interest 
with night school classes in Ingersoll. 
Later he enrolled in the Doon School 
of Fine Arts near Kitchener.

His work has been exhibited 
throughout Ontario. But at every 
new show, he feels anxiety afresh.

“Will people like what I do?” he in­
quires. “You mentally feel like 
you’re naked, actually exposing 
yourself to other people’s eyes.”

Here Jansen - pauses. “Oh well. 
When it comes down to it, .1 really 
don’t give a damn what people think 
of me. I do the art for myself.”

ARIE JANSEN can envision 
his finished product before he 
cuts into the wood. Pictured 
above, he works on a sculpture 
of a couple embracing.
• Jansen’s studio is light- 
filled and airy — the fire that 
ruined it only a bad memory. 
Jansen’s finished work is again 
on display.



CONSULTED BY MANY
He Is The Authority 
On Ingersoll History

■

By RAY DEXTRAS
Two students from .Teachers’ 

College in London came to Inger­
soll recently to do research on 
the history of this town. for 
their thesis. The firet person 
they looked up for detailed infor­
mation was Byron G. Jenvey:

Mr. Jenvey, a retired professor 
,of economics who has lived in 
this area, for more than 70 years, 
has been collecting data on his­
tory-making events of Ingersoll 
and district since he began teach­
ing school at Salford in 1900. •

His studio, or “den” as the 
historian calls it, "is located at 
his home in Ingersoll at 23 Ann 
street. The walls of the den are 
occupied by bookshelves filled 
with reference books,'albums and 
his own writings.

His albums contain every news 
story of importance to the district 
covering a period of the past 60 
years. The historian has also writ­
ten of evepts as they happened, 
from personal experience, and 
from information gathered from 
local old-timers.

When the London students ask­
ed for some important names of 
the latter 1800 period, Mr. Jen­
vey at once drew up a list which 

. he wrote almost entirely from 
memory: '
■ William Watterworth indus* 

tralist, who built the jxano fac- 
, tory which still stands on Andrew 

street; Thomas Seldon, an export­
er of the town's products, prin­
cipally apples and dressed turk- 

I eyj; Walter Mills, a contractor 
who built . the town’s banks, 
schools and armories; and ex- 
-m-tiyor James Stevens, a prom­
inent real-estate man.

Asked about spectacular events 
.in the history of the town Mr. 
Jenvey related the great fire 
of May 25, 1872, when a great part 
of the town—more than 80 build­
ings—were destroyed and two liv­
es lost. He told of farmers from 

. the surrounding countryside who 
irode in on horses, sent the horses 
back home, and pitched in to beat 
the disaster. Fire equipment had 

। to be brought in by train from 
(London and Woodstock. The en- 
; tire Ingersoll equipment had con- 
isisted of little but two pumps at 
I that time.

Mr. Jenvey said that anoUier 
| local writer, James Sinclair, has 
written a booklet on the fire.

I As to prominence of the town, 
I Mr. Jenvey showed a picture of 
i the 'West Zorra champion tug-of- 
|war team, which won the champ­
ionship of America in 1893 at the 
world’s fair games in Chicago. 
It was the first time the champ­
ionship had been won by a Can­
adian team. The trophy had been 
lost for 12 years, but was found 
and is now on display at the Ox- 

iford County Museum in Wood- 
I stock.
;THE BIRCHALL CASE

BYRON G. JENVEY
uated near Princeton, marked by 
a horizontal stone.

Mr. Jenvey does not call him­
self an historian. "I merely like
to keep the facts straight,” 
said.' Asked if he planned 
publish, he said it wouldn’t 
worthwhile.

“Young people today are

he 
to 
be

Nevertheless, Mr. 'Jenvey is 
is frequently called upon.by many 
jxjople looking for information. 
His study could almost'be'called 
a legitimate reference library in 
itself. '<»,

I At present, he said, a wbman 
n °t;by the name of Ingersoll, Hying,

interested in history , Mr. Jenvey ■ Montreal, js  u s ing his notek to 
explained, they re more preoc-', , .
cupied looking towards the fu-' r n c ° ^ e r  â r n i  v

ture.” Then, with a smile, he ad­
ded, “ It’s only the old-timers like 
me who like to remember the

In an exciting vein, Mr. Jenvey 
narrate^ the case of the BenweH 
murder in 1890.

past.”

John .Reginald Birchall was the 
son of a minister and an under­
graduate of an English univer­
sity. In England, the student re­
portedly took out insurance poli­
cies on men from Ingersoll, nam­
ing himself &s beneficiary.

He made such an insurance 
policy on 22-year-old Fred Ben- 
well. Under fa&se pretenses Bcr- 
chall took young Benwell into 
the marsMands near Eastwood, 
whore ho riwt him to death.

The murder was apparently ill- 
j planned and many clues were un- 
j covered which eventually led to 
Ithe arrest of Birchall and trial 
in Woodstock. He was hanged iA 
Ingersoll. ' J

• Young Benwell’s grave Is riti



Byron J envy ■ 11

awarded life * 

membership
Ingersoll Historian, 96-year-old Byron (J. 

Jenvey was awarded a lile-time member­
ship Io the Hostein-Friesian Association of 
Canada at the annual meeting of the 
Oxford County Club last Friday night.

The Honorary Life Membership has only 
been granted three times to date. Mr. 
Jenvey is the fourth recipient.

When Mr. Jenvey joined the Holstein- 
Friesian Association of Canada in 1912, 
there were only 1,399 members. There are 
now in the vipinity of 13,000 members 
spread across Canada.

The award was presented by Fred

Byron Jenvey, 96-year-old, adds his Honorary Life Membership 
to the Holstein-Friesian Association of Canada to an array of 
life-long memberships and certificates of merit that cover his 

walls. Mr. Jenvey who has been a member of the association for 
65 continuous years calls Oxford County “ The Holland of North 
America.”

Guta b -2 4 ,



Oxford man recalls 
past in scrapbooks
By Irene Stanionis
for The Free Press

INGERSOLL — Byron Jenvey is one 
historian who knows much of Oxford 
County’s history firsthand — he was 
there.

The Ingersoll man, who celebrates his 
97th birthday Thursday, has devoted 
more than 75 years to collecting material 
that spans several centuries. He has 
filled nine scrapbooks with local history 
and is Sjtill working on material tucked 
away in desks over the years.

“ I realized early in life you couldn’t 
trust your memory too long, so that’s 
why I wrote everything down.”

“ People call me up often with different 
questions.” A Michigan family seeking 
its roots was a recent example of the in­
quiries he handles. “ I’ve never had much 
trouble with people believing me,” he 
said, receiving guests in a study filled 
with records, photographs and assorted 
memorabilia.

Awards have become a prominent fea­
ture of his collection, particularly the Cit­
izen of the Year honor bestowed by the 
town in 1976.

Jenvey is always willing to bring out 
his scrapbooks for anyone interested. But 
most of his best stories are still kept in 
his head.

The last survivor of a local farming 
family of seven, Jenvey has a neighbor­
ing sister-in-law, Mrs. James McKenzie, 
who celebrated her 101st birthday last 
December.

Oxford’s dairy industry has had a ma­
jor influence on Jenvey’s life.

His first job was a $350-a-year teaching 
position in Salford at the turn of the cen­

tury. Other jobs included farming, sell­
ing cattle for the Oxford Holstein Club, 
teaching agricultural economics at the 
former Guelph College, and lecturing To­
ronto schoolchildren on the importance 
of dairy products.

He introduced the first lifesize replica 
of .Springbank Snow Countess, a record 
milk cow. Jenvey took the papier-mache 
model on a 1931 lecturing tour of schools, 
at the request of the Ontario Holstein As­
sociation, three years before the Hol- 
stein-Friesian Association of Canada 
erected a permanent statue in Wood- 
stock.

Jenvey also drew the first load of milk 
to the Borden’s condensing factory when 
it opened in Ingersoll in 1899, a task he 
re-enacted for the company’s 75th anni­
versary.

At the age of 70, when most are happy 
to retire, he became a real estate ap­
praiser. Jenvey estimates he valued 
about 900 estates throughout rural Ox­
ford, Perth, Middlesex and Elgin coun­
ties by the time he retired in 1963.

Now free to work on his collection, Jen­
vey’s latest project is helping local artist 
Harry Whitwell, a comparative young­
ster in his mid-60s, complete a pictorial 
history of Ingersoll architecture.

He also has compiled a dozen books 
covering international events since 1923. 
His largest single project — 2,200 pages 
about the Holstein breed — has been on 
display for the past five years at the na­
tional Holstein-Friesian offices in Brant­
ford.

Despite his years of work, Jenvey isn’t 
interested in having his collection pub­
lished. “ It’s in pretty ragged shape,” he 
said. “ I didn’t know I’d be working on it 
so long or I’d have set it up differently.”
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'I’ve never had W 
much trouble with 
people believing me

Byron Jenvey doesn't just write about history —  he lives it. Jenvey, who cele­
brates his 97th birthday Thursday, has become one of Oxford County’s most 

famous historians.
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This represents the last in the series. The Ingersoll Times 
would like to extend our personal thanks to Town 
Historian Byron G. Jenvey. For graciously opening his 
files of area history and allowing us to extend his special 
stories to our readership.
His books represent long hours and much work, and were 
years in the making. The Times has worked in conjunction 
with the 97-year-old gentleman for a year and two months 
providing the weekly column.

Letters received by our office indicate the printed stories 
are being used in area history classes; are the topic of 
many circles of conversation; and are being clipped and 
saved as personal historical and pioneer accounts. The 
column has built up a faithful readership over the 14 
month period and we welcome your letters and requests 
for column article repeats. We again thank Byron G. 
Jenvey for the weekly gift of his valuable time, his 
researched writings, colorful stories, and our area 
education.
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Byron G. Jenvey 
dies at age 98

After almost a century of not only 
recording Oxford County history but 
actually playing an integral part of it, 
Byron Garfield Jenvey died last Friday, 
February 8, 1980, at Woodstock General 
Hospital. He was 98-years-old.

Noted throughout Ingersoll and Oxford 
County as a prominent citizen and 
historian, Mr. Jenvey’s death came 
following a bout with pneumonia.

Born in Hawtrey, South Norwich, Mr.

BYRON G. JENVEY

Jenvey spent most of his life in the 
Ingersoll area, serving on over 60 boards, 
executives, councils and committees in the 
realms of agriculture, health, municipal­
ity and recreation.

The walls of his 23 Ann Street home 
proudly boasted plaques, life member­
ships, certificates of merit and awards for 
his numerous achievements, many gained 
through his yearn of teaching or farming.

His 65 years of membership to the 
Holstein Association of Canada earned 
him an honorary life membership in 
October 1977, a post he greatly treasured. 
Also in 1977 he was named Citizen of the 
Year by Branch 119 of the Royal Canadian 
Legion and in September of 1977 he served 
as grand marshall for the town’s annual 
Cheese and Wine Festival parade. On 
August 27, 1977, he held a position of honor 
for the grand opening ceremonies of 
I ng eis oil’s Cheese Factory Museum.

He was best known, however, for the 
masses of news items he collected and 
filed in his home. Regarded by most 
Ingersoll residents at the town historian, 
Mr. Jenvey denied this title, once saying 
“I merely like to keep the facts straight.”

Mr. Jenvey was predeceased by his wife, 
the former Annie Mayberry, in 1977. The 
Jenvey’s enjoyed a remarkable record of 
73 years of marriage.

'Hie last of his eight-member-family, 
Mr. Jenvey was predeceased by his 
parents, the late Mr. and Mrs. George 
Jenvey, his brothers Earl and Roy and his 
sisters Irene Nancekivell, Myrtle Haley 
and Winnifred Wilson.
Surviving are his sister-in-laws, Mrs. 

Alberta MacKenzie and Mrs. Mary Haley, 
both of Ingersoll, along with several nieces 
and nephews.

Rev. George Watt of Ingersoll First 
Baptist Church, officiated the February 
11, 1980 funeral service, held at McBeath 
Funeral Home. Interment is at the Harris 
Street Cemetery.

(See page 12 for more)
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To gain wisdom with the 
years and pass it along, is 
to live. To merely gain 
years, is to grow old.

Despite his 98 years, the 
late Byron Garfield J envey 
was anything but old. His 
active work in so many 
vast areas, from teaching 
at the ripe age of 19 to 
serving as a member of the 
the Holstein Association of 
Canada for 65 years, did 
notallow time for this man 
to grow old. Only to gain 
knowledge and pass it 
along.

Born May 25, 1881, in 
Hawtrey, South Norwich, 
he was one of six children. 
As a young child his family 
moved to the Ostrander 
area after the general store 
operated by his father 
George Jenvey, and his 
mother, the former Cath­
erine Moore, was destroy­
ed by fire. The family later 
moved to a farm in the 
West Oxford area where he 
attended schools in Centre­
ville and Ingersoll.

His thirst for knowledge 
led him to Model School 
(located where Victory 
Memorial School now 
stands), after graduating 
from high school. There he 
earned his teaching certifi­
cate and in 1900, at the age 
of 19, began his career as a 
teacher in Salford.

T each er

After a three year stint 
with teaching, however, 
earning only $350 annually, 
he found himself unable to 
support his new bride, the 
former Annie Mayberry of 
Salford. Married February 
24,1904, Mr. Jenvey left the 
teaching profession shortly 
before his marriage, to 
take-up a career in farm­
ing.

Relocating from Salford 
to the second concession of 
West Oxford, Mr. Jenvey 
began to gain an interest in 
p u re b re d  H o lste in - 
Fresiesans. However, he 
continued to teach as a 
supply teacher, during the 
winter months.

In 1908 he earned the 
position of clerk and 
treasurer of West Oxford. 
For an annual salary of 
$200, his responsibilities as 
clerk included performing 
the duties of secretary of 
the board of health, divis­
ion registrar, and deputy 
fire marshall. He held this 
position for 10 years, until 
1918, when he decided to 
pursuit his teaching career 
once again.

This time he joined the 
faculty at the Ontario 
Agricultural College in 
Guelph, serving as a 
member of the Department 
of Economics. He main­
tained this position until 
1923 when he again decided 
to return to farming.

His interest in purebred 
Holstein-Fresiesans re­
mained firm and his farm 
boasted a herd of 110. In 
1926,Mr. Jenvey was asked 
to join the Oxford Holstein 
Club as a sales representat­
ive and exporter. During 
this time he was instru­
mental in exporting $40,000 
of registered Holstein- 
Fresiesans from the count­
ry. He held this position 
until 1933.

Torn between a career in 
education or in farming, 
Mr. Jenvey combined the 
two in 1934 when he 
introduced the first life size 
replica of Springbank Snow 

Countess, a record milk 
cow. He took the paper 
mache model on 1934 tour 
of schools at the request of 
the Ontario Holstein Assoc­
iation, three years before 
the Holstein-Fresiesans As­
sociation of Canada erect­
ed a permanent statue in 
Woodstock.

Mr. Jenvey was honored 

by the Oxford Holstein Club 
in 1966 when he received a 
certificate in recognition of 
his skills as a breeder. He 
served as a member of the 
club for 64 years.

At the age of 54, in 1935, 
he was appointed field 
secretary for the Holstein- 
Fresiesans Association of 
Canada. His field of
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operation in this position 
included all of Western 
Ontario and involved 36,000 
miles of travel yearly. He 
held this post for nine 
years.

It was also in 1926 that 
Mr. Jenvey retired from 
dairy farming, leaving a 
270 acre farm to relocate at 
23 Ann Street, Ingersoll.

'H on ored

In October 1977 Mr. 
Jenvey was honored by the 
Holstein-Fresiesans Assoc­
iation of Canada when after 
65 years of membership, he 
was made an honorary life 
member. At that time 
recalled that when he had 
joined the association in 
1912, membership stood at 
1,399. Upon receiving his 
life membership, he noted 
that the association had 
over 13,000 members.

Mr. Jenvey was the 
fourth person in Canada to 
receive a life membership 
from the association.

In 1899, when Borden’s 
Co. opened their Ingersoll 
plant, Byron Jenvey was 
the first person to draw 
milk to the plant. In April 
1974 he was honored by the 
company when he reenact­
ed the delivery as part of 
an official ceremony. In 
1949, Mr. Jenvey and 
James G. Milne, were 
invited by Borden’s to star 
in a special Canadian 
Cavalcade on a national 
network to mark their 50th 
anniversary.

Mr. Jenvey was active in 
various areas, including 
recreation. As a young man 
he participated in football, 
lacross and foot racing. In 
1926 following his move to 
Ingersoll, he joined the 
local lawn bowling cluband 
became quite good at the 
sport.

In 1954 he and partners 
Albert Worham, Byron 
McCarthy and Arthur Iz­
zard won the Ontario 
Provincial Lawn Bowling 
Championship, played in 
Kingston.

He served as secretary of 
the Lawn Bowling club for 
30 years and in May 1977 he 
was honored with a life 
membership to the club.

Citizen  
of Y ear

In June of that same year 
he was named Citizen of 
the Year by Branch 119 of 
the Royal Canadian Leg­
ion. In September 1977 he 
was chosen grand marshall 
for the town’s annual 
Cheese and Wine Festival 
parade. On August 27, 1977 
he held a place of honor for 
the grand opening of the 
town’s cheese factory mus- ’ 
eum.

In all, Mr. Jenvey served 
on over 60 boards, execut­
ives, councils and commit­
tees, in various capacities. 
As well as those mentioned, 
he also spent 25 years as 
director of the Ingersoll 
North and West Oxford 
Agricultural Society, 20 
years as a member of the 
Ingersoll suburban roads 

committee, 17 years as 
chairman of the Harris 
Street cemetery board, 11 
years as chairman of 
Ingersoll's board of health, 
seven years as a member 
of the West Oxford Histor­
ical Society, six years as 
secretary treasurer of the

West Oxford School board 
and three years as treasur­
er of the Red Cross Society.

On top of his work in 
farm and teaching related 
jobs, he also spent seven 
years as auditor for the 
Durham and West Oxford 
Insurance Company and 11 
years as a real estate 
evaluator.

Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Jenvey were faithful work­
ers in the Salford Baptist 
Church and until Mr. 
Jenvey was no longer able 
to drive to and from the 
church, they were extrem­
ely active. In appreciation 
for their years of leader­
ship as teachers and choir 
members, a window was 
dedicated in their memory, 
at the church.

M arried

73  years

As recently as last 
summer, Mr. Jenvey was 
the oldest guest at the 
Alumni’s Golden annivers­
ary dinner for men who had 
graduated in 1928 or 
earlier.

Mr. and Mrs. Jenvey, 
married in 1904, attained 
the remarkable record of 
73 years of marriage. Mrs. 
Jenvey died in 1977.
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Byron Jenvey was there during the opening ceremonies of the Ingersoll Cheese Factory 
Museum August 27, 1977.
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“Young people today are 
not interested in history” , 
once claimed the late 
Byron G. Jenvey. “They 
are more preoccupied look­
ing towards the future. I t ’s 
only the old-timers like me 
who like to remember the 
past".

In spite of such frequent 
statements as this, Byron 
Jenvey and much of the 
history collected in his 
treasured albums, were 
well known to many 
Ingersoll area school child­
ren. As recently as only 
two-years-ago Mr. Jenvey 
travelled to various schools 
to show his history collect­
ion and to pass along some 
of the knowledge he had 
gained.

The Jenvey Files which 
ran for 14 months on a 
regularweekly basis inThe 
Ingersoll Times, were col­
lected by many a rea  
residents, both young and 
old. Often the articles were 
glued into scrap books and 
used as school projects.

And despiteMr. Jenvey’s 
protests when referred to 
as the town or county 

Citizen of the Year in 1977, Byron Jenvey receives congratulations from Judy Hayes.

historian, saying “ I merely 
like to keep the facts 
straight,” he will long be 
remembered for the hist­
ory he compiles over the 
years.

His albums contain every 
news story of importance 
to the district, stretching 
over many years. As well, 
he wrote of events as they 
happened from his own 
personal experience. Al­
though we do not have the 
space to run many of the 
articles compiles from his 
files and used in The 
Jenvey Files, here are a 
few excerpts from some of 
his files.

From one Jenvey file 
came Ulis delightful tale.

In 1850 Dereham town­
ship had 15 school sections 
with 12 schools in operat­
ion. Children between five 
and 16 who went to school 
totalled 650. Those not 
taught numbered 218, 
about one third of the 
number taught. This ac­
counts for the fact that 
many during the 1970’s and 
80’s could neither read nor 
write. Some could not write 

their own mimes and did 
not know their name if they 
saw it written.

This condition did not 
pertain to the time this 
article was first written in 
1930. School Acts had been 
enacted to force children to 
attend school for a number 
of years and attendance 
officers saw that the act 
was enforced.

In 1850 schools in Dere­
ham operated seven mon­
ths of the year. Teachers 
were paid an average of 
$106 per year.

Each operating school 
received a legislative grant 
of $23 and about the same 
municipal grant. When 
applied to Dereham, it 
would be applicable to all 
the country.

In the pioneer days, the 
great majority of rural 
children left school as soon 
as they were able to do 
work around the home and 
farm. Some girls and a few 
boys remained for higher 
education in hopes of 
becoming teachers. These 
could take a course in 
teacher training in Hamil­
ton or London.

The son of a pioneer in 
the Springford d istric t, 
relates that gum chewing 
was strictly forbidden in 
the school he attended. If 
the teacher caught a pupil 
chewing gum, the pupil 
was made to deposit the 
gum on the teacher’s table.

Each succeeding pupil 
caught chewing was order­
ed to pile his gum on the 
other. Then when the cud 
became large enough to fill 
a pupil’s mouth, the gum 
chewers were made to roll 
the lump on the floor and 
each take a turn at chewing 
it.

Apparently no evil re­
sulted as the gum chewers 
grew to healthy individ­
uals.

Since then great changes 
have been made. In today’s 
schools, consolidation and 
hauling pupils in buses and 
the methods of teaching, 
not to mention construction 
of the building itself, has 
altered greatly. Expulsion
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of pupils has replaced 
teacher punishment.

Another story clipped 
from Mr. Jenvey’s files 
was this one.

In the calamity of fire, 
Ingersoll has experienced 
the most disasterous des­
truction of property that ha 
visited any of the western 
towns of this province in 
many years. Having been, 
in a measure, free from 
this scougefor many years, 
the people and the authorit­
ies had in a measure, 
become reliant and fear­
less of the iminent danger 
under which they were 
living, and were totally 
unprepared to subdue the 
ravanges of the devouring 
element if it was once 
allowed to get under 
headway.

Several reports of the 
fire have been given in the 
daily papers furnished to 
them by telegraph which of 
necessity have been very 
meagre, and in many 

in s tan ce s  in a c c u ra c ie s  
have occured, which from 
the hurray from which they 
were prepared were im­
possible to avoid. Outside 
of the town, few persons 
have any adequate idea of 
the extent of the fire or of 
the destruction and the loss 
which has been sustained. 
We have taken the greatest 
pains to gater the minutest 
details and incidents con­
nected with the destruction 
and shall endeavor to give 
a correct report. While it is 
a matter which has been 
uppermost in the minds of 
all and the surviving 
friends of the unfortunate 
victims have the united 
sympathies of the whole 
people.

The fire broke out a fqw 
minutes before eight on th^ 
evening of Tuesday, May 7,' 

1872 in the part of the 
stables attached to the 
Royal Exchange Hotel on 
Oxford Street near the 
corner of Charles Street. It 
was owned by John Walsh 
Esq., who also owned a 
large amount of property in 
the vicinity and was last 
occupied as a hotel by W. 
Hayward, who vacated it 
about three weeks before 
the fire. Mr. Searles had 
leased the place a few days 
before and had moved part 
of this furniture into it, 
prepatory to opening out 
again in the same business.

The barn and hotel were 
old frame tenements which 
rapidly succumbed to the 
intense heat. From these 
buildings the fire spread 
rapidly in a south and 
easterly direction, taking 
as it went south the 
residences of Chas. P. Hall 
and the Prince of Wales 
Hotel, lately occupied by 
William Gallagher, but 
since his removal to the 
Atlantic House, by Mr. J. 
Bowman. The Market 
Square prevented a further 
spread of the fire in this 
direction.

The buildings on the west 
side of Oxford and on the 
north side of Charles Street 
also burned. These includ­
ed the Daly Horse Stables, 
the Chamber’s Hotel, the 
old Wesleyan Church build­
ing, R. MacDonald’s barn, 
containing a large quantity 
of coal oil and Misters 
Badden and Delaney’s 
carriage and wagon fact­
ory.

The McMurray Hotel and 
several other smaller 
buildings sustained a sev­
ere scorching and narrow­
ly escaped taking fire, but 
were saved by the strenu­
ous and untiring exertions 
of the inhabitants whose 

only appliances were buc­
kets of water, wet blankets 
and carpets. While this 
mass of frame buildings 

i was burning, although the 
wind was very light coming 
from the north west, the 
heat was very intense. 
Flames rolled along like 
waves of the sea, one over 
the other, each succeeding 
those licking in and con­
suming another of the 
small buildings, at the rear 
of the three storey block on 
the west side of Thames 
Street, which seemed to 
catch and burn simultane­
ously the whole length, 
leaving it a heterogenous 
mass of ruin.

Many of the buildings of 
this block were new or 
nearly so, and were 
occupied by Mr. Vance’s 
bakery and confectionery 
store. The upper storey 
was the Masonic Hall, the 
store of the estate of 
George E. Perkins - both 
these stores had very 
handsome fronts.

Mr. Browett and Barker, 
Hardware; the Niagara 
District Bank, over which 
C.E. Chadwich the agent 
lived; Misters J. and H.

Little, grocers; Alexander 
Gordon, tailor; G.W. Wal­
ley grocery and glassware ; 
Misters McGaughey and 
Walsh, barristers in the 
upper storey of the Odd­
fellows Hall.
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The Chronicle Office, 
started the summer before 
and only just completed by 
J.S. Gurnett, editor and 
proprietor; north of this 
block on the one side were 
three fram e buildings, 
demolished almost as soon 
as they took fire, occupied 
by J. F. Moorey, cabinet 
and show room, Bryne and 
McGolrich saddlers; Mrs. 
Curtis, milliner and dress­
maker; Mrs. Miller gro­
cer; Miss Webster, millin­
er and dressmake *; F. and 
G. Lewis, photographer; 
Mr. Curtis, boot and shoe 
maker.

The next building on this 
side of the street was M.B. 
Holcroft’s grocery store, 
which being of brick and 
very high stayed the 
progress of the flames in 
this direction. His building 
and stock were very much 
damaged and will required 
good dea 1 of repair before it 
presents the fine appear­
ance it did before the fire.

The remaining stores in 
this block were occupied by 
Mr. J. O'Neil, grocer; 
Roger Agor, broker; N. 
Hayes, insurance agent; 

-Warren Harris, boots and 
shoes; R.Y. Ellis and Bro. 
Hardware, all of whom had 
their stocks and furniture 
damaged by water and 
removal. The goods from 
many of the stores oppos­
ite, in the hope that they 
would be safe but so fierce 

was the fury of the flames 
that before the west side of 
Thames Street was half 
burnt, the east side caught 
fire and the main street of 
the town was one channel 
of fire.

When the east side of the 
stree t caught, it was 
utterly impassable and the 
only means of saving the 
goods in the store and the 
furniture in the houses was 
to take them out the back 
doors down to the bank of 
the creek which runs at the 
rear.

This was a very difficult 
and tedious process and as 
a consequence, very little 
goods were saved. The 
parties who occupied this 
side of the street were H. 
Vogt, jeweler, frame build­
ing torn down; T.F. 
Fawkes, jew eler; G .J. 
Shrapnell, grocer; J. Hug­
ill, photographer; T.H. 
Barraclought, boot and 
shoes; Holmes and Gilles­
pie, dry goods; M. Tripp, 
druggist; Alex McKenzie, 
residence; Jas McNiven, 
dry goods; Jas McDonald, 
hats and caps; Alex 
Macaulyey, dry goods; 
R.F. Hunter, residence and 

John Gayfer shop and 
residence; Jas. F. McDon­
ald, mayor. This building 
was riddled, it in a great 
measure prevented further 
spread of the flames.

While it was burning the 
London firemen arrived 
and having taken up a good 
position in the creek, threw 
two good streams upon it, 
getting the fire pretty well 
under control. Up to this 
time (11 o’clock), it was 
hard to conjecture where 
the fire would stop. The 
remaining stores on this 
side of the street were E. 
Robinson’s Grocery; R. 
Kerr’s dry goods; William 
Douglas’s grocer; L. Noe 
fruiter; Robert Gaines, 
barber.

The last two occupied 
frame buildings were torn 
down to prevent the spread 
of the flames.

Hundreds of families in 
the vicinity packed up their 

goods and moved them to­
places of safety. Mr. 
McIntyre’s cabinet factory 
in the rear of MacDonald’s 
block, was in imminent 
danger and most certainly 
have gone had it not been 
for the superhuman efforts 
of Mr. McIntyre and his 
meh, who worked like 
trojans on the roof, thus 
saving not only their own 
buildings but both sides of 
King Street which most 
certainly would have gone 
had the fire once reached 
this large factory, as all the 
surrounding buildings are 
frame and if they had gone, 
the amount of suffering and 
destitution would have 
been incalcuable.

When the fire was at its 
height and the efforts of our 
own firemen with their 
inefficient apparatus were 
nearly exhaused, the May­
or telegraphed to London 
and Woodstock for assist­
ance.
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L e n  J o h n s o n ,  P r i n c i p a l o f  H a r r i s H e i g h t s S c h o o l i n I n g e r s o l l  

w a s  r e c e n t l y  a w a r d e d t h e Q u e e n ’ s  S i l v e r  J u b i l e e  M e d a l .  T h e s e

c o m m e m o r a t i v e  m e d a l s a r e s t r u c k  f r o m t i m e t o  t i m e  t o m a r k

i m p o r t a n t  a n n i v e r s a r i e s . I n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h i s t r a d i t i o n , a m e d a l

w a s  c r e a t e d t h i s  y e a r  t o  c o m m e m o r a t e t h e 2 5 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  o f  

H e r  M a j e s t y ’ s r e i g n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  c e r t i f i c a t e g i v e n  w i t h t h e

m e d a l , t h e a w a r d  o f  t h e m e d a l i s  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n

o f w o r t h y a n d d e v o t e d  s e r v i c e r e n d e r e d b y t h e r e c i p i e n t s i n

t h e i r  v a r i o u s w a l k s  o f  l i f e a n d  o f t h e e s t e e m

h e l d b y t h e i r a s s o c i a t e s .  M r . J o h n s o n ,  s a i d

h o n o r e d b y  t h e a w a r d a n d  h a s  b e e n  s h o w i n g i t

w i t h i n t h e s c h o o l . L o o k i n g o n a t  t h e  a w a r d

p r i n c i p a l ’ s  a c h i e v e m e n t  i s ,  f r o m l e f t  t o  r î h t

g r a d e o n e ,  E r n e s t H a r d e m a n , g r a d e t w o

J o h n s o n , K e r i - A n n P a t e r s o n , g r a d e t w o a n

g r a d e  o n e .
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Ingersoll woman scores ‘first’ 
as licensed Ontario plumber
Deborah (Debbie) Davies first met 

Steve Johnston at his parents’ home in 
Ingersoll. The visit was all business; she 
was there to overhaul the plumbing.

That was in 1973, shortly after Debbie 
started the plumbing apprenticeship pro­
gram co-ordinated by the Ontario gov­
ernment. Two years later, she and Steve 
were married.

She finished the five-year program in 
April but her training was not officially 
complete until she wrote the provincial 
exam in November.

Early this month Debbie, 23, learned 
the results of that exam — she passed 
with an 85 per cent average to become 
(he first qualified woman plumber in On­
tario.

While Steve says Debbie’s special sta­
tus is “really good,” she shrugs it off as 
“nothing really special.”

“ It’s nice to be unique, and being the 
first woman plumber in the province gets 
publicity, but I’m not going to use it to 
try and get a job.”

There’s no need for her to hunt for 
work. She was apprenticed to her father, 
Roy Davies, who owns a plumbing busi­
ness in Ingersoll. Now she’s the second li­
censed plumber in the family firm.

“Debbie is doing a great job,” says her 
father, “ in fact, sometimes I think we re­
ly on her too much.”

When she was off work for two months 
last year, to stay home with her first ba­
by, things became a bit confusing around 
the shop.

She does the ordering, payroll and 
bookkeeping, besides taking care of the 
shop’s extensive over-the-counter sales*.

“ I make some service calls, but not 
many, at least until my little boy goes to 
school.” Right now Violet, Debbie’s 
mother, looks after five-month-old Spen­
cer three days a week while her daughter 
works.

Debbie likes repair jobs better than 
any other aspect of plumbing because 
they challenge her imagination.

“ If you’re working on a house with 30- 
year-old taps, certain parts sometimes 
aren’t available, So you have to im­
provise.”

“One thing I don’t like is working on 
new houses under construction. There’s 

no heat, no cement flooring, and you 
don’t get the same variety you get with 
repair work.”

Plumbers encounter unpleasant jobs 
every day, but her most foul-smelling as­
signment so far was cleaning the septic 
tank of a local bake shop. The combina­
tion of rotten bread dough, sour milk and 
rancid cookies was unbearably rank, 
Debbie said.

Although anyone in her profession can 
turn down a job if it’s too messy, the 
bake shop was a regular customer and, 
she said, you can’t say no to a good cli­
ent.

Her business sense should serve her 
well when she and her brother, Paul, 19, 
eventually take over the business.

Paul is enrolled in the sheet metal 
course at Fanshawe College, training 
he’ll need to operate the “heating” half 
of Davies Plumbing and Heating.

Debbie enjoys her job and says with a 
smile, “I want to be boss someday.”

How do customers react to a woman 
plumber? At first, people were surprised 
she knew what she was talking about, but 
now the only incredulous looks are from 
strangers who don’t know her.

Working for her father has probably 
protected her from some discrimination, 
Debbie said, although she hasn’t actually 
experienced any.

She received the same treatment as the 
boys in her class while at Fanshawe (22 
weeks of the apprenticeship program are 
alloted to classroom instruction).

There aren’t any women in the col­
lege’s plumbing program this year, said 
John Clark, Fanshawe’s plumbing and 
sheet metal co-ordinator.

“We wouldn’t mind seeing more wom­
en in the course, but they’ve got to pull 
their weight as much as anyone else. We 
didn’t make any concessions for Debbie 
and she did very well in her provincial 
exams.”

The industrial training branch of the 
ministry of colleges and universities re­
ports that two women enrolled in appren­
ticeship plumbing courses at Ontario col­
leges last year, but no figures for total 
female enrolment are readily available.

Ingersoll does not have a plumber’s 
union and Debbie wouldn’t join if there 

was one. She thinks unions cause “too 
many economic problems.”

She has broken the trail for other wom­
en interested in the trade but there is no 
guarantee (hat a woman who might be in­
terested in joining a union would be met 
with open arms.

London’s United Association of Plum­
bers has not formulated a policy about 
women members and so far the issue 
hasn’t come up, said business manager 
Ken Martin.

“As far as I’m concerned, women are 
doing a good job in many areas now,” he 
said, “but it gets a little sickening when 
they’re getting all this publicity for going 
into jobs that aren’t best suited to them.”

“ I’m not knocking them because 
they’re women,” he added, “but con­
struction is a hard-slugging job and I

Story by Ginny Colling 
and photo by Don James, 

both of The Free Press

don’t think it’s a woman's place. There 
are many other jobs where women can 
shine.”

Martin said he was expressing his own 
opinion and if a woman applied to join 
the union it would be considered at that 
time.

Debbie believes the low female enrol­
ment in Ontario’s plumbing courses may 
have a simple explanation — most wom­
en don’t think of plumbing as a job op­
tion. •

“I doubt if I’d have taken the course if 
my dad wasn’t in the business. But I had 
the chance to spend my summers during 
high school working in the shop, and 
that’s when how I got interested.”

After Grade 13, Debbie went to Fan­
shawe, to take a business course but only 
lasted six weeks.

“ I got so bored I quit.”
That was when she decided to look into 

plumbing as a career.
Now that she has her licence, she’s an 

official member of the trade, even to 
having her name on the side of (he com­
pany (ruck.

(  e. i a f  J  J
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Debbie Davies Johnston followed in her father’s footsteps 
to become Ontario’s first licensed woman plumber. When 

her father retires, she and her brother, Paul, plan to take । 
over the family business in Ingersoll.
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Evening poems 
bring awards 
to student

By JOEKONECNY 
Sentinel-Review staff writer 
INGERSOLL — Marla Jones 

has found a creative cure for 
insomnia.

When the Ingersoll District 
Collegiate Institute student has 
trouble sleeping at night, she 
lies- in bed writing poems.

An ameteur writer for three 
years, Marla said her best work 
is created after dark.

“I write at night when I can’t 
get to sleep,” she said in an 
interview Monday.

A poem she wrote on a restless 
October evening recently 
earned her some prominence as 
the Royal Canadian Legion, 
Branch 119, representative in 
the annual literary contest.

The piece, titled The 
Significance of Remembering, 
has made her eligible for 
competition at the regional 
level, after winning at local, 
zone and district competitions.

Last year, she had similar 
success in the contest.

Some of her late-hour com­
positions were entered this year 
in a literary festival sponsored 
by the Woodstock Public 
Library. Results of that entry 
aren’t known yet.

TOPIC
“I just sit there at night and 

write out verses...! just keep 
trying and trying until they 
sound right.

“Getting the topic is the 
hardest part.”

Marla said her writing was 
inspired by Victory Memorial 
school english teacher Mary 
Knezic.

“She thought I had a good 

chance of winning this contest so 
I entered.”

Does Marla have aspirations 
of becoming a legendary author 
or even a reporter?

“No...it’s just a side show for 
me.

“ It's just something I do for 
fun.

“ I just write about whatever 
pops into my head...weird eh.”

The Significance of Remem­
bering
Soldiers of time gone by 
the comrades of the wars.

They always are remembered 
with its poppy bright and red.

Significance is the utmost 
rem em berances are the 
greatest.

Yesterday Canada
Went to peace with countries.

Canada a nation strong 
it was to be great and free.

Independance reigns for long to 
come
Canada has the better care.

We should never forget 
the yester years behind.

On Rememberance Day 
November eleventh.

We will show the poppy to those 
and display our deep gratitude.

For decades it came 
this peace was bought with 
pride.

Much was lost but much more 
gained 
won was independant freedom.

You brought it back for Canada 
this country will never lose it.

Our lives may be worse 
the comrades formed better.

If dictatorship had ruled 
great goals never would .be 
gained.

Never let us forget
what soldiers did for Canada.
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MARLA JONES accepts a cheque for success 
in the Ingersoll Legion (Branch 119) Literary 
Contest from Royal Canadian Legion 
representative Evan Sutherland, Tuesday at 
Ingersoll District Collegiate Institute. Richard 
Chard (left) is the IDCI English department 
head. Marla recently advanced through com­
petition at the local, zone and district levels 
and the next step is the regional finals.

(Staff photo by Joe Konecny)



Local literary winner
Marla Jones, a 15-year- 

old grade nine student at 
Ingersoll District Collegiate 
Institute says all it takes to 
write a poem is concentrat­
ion.

And that one helpful hint 
has helped her win three 
awards so far. One of her 
literary works which is well 
on its way to a fourth 
competition.

“The Significance of Re­
membering” has won her 
first in the Legion literary 
contest for Remembrance 
Day for Ingersoll as well as 
for the zone and the district 
Legion competitions. It is 
off to the regionals next.

Marla said she was happy 
when she won the awards. 
“ I didn’t expect to win. I’m 
hoping for a placing in the 
next one (regionals),” she 
exclaimed.

Marla started writing po­
etry two years ago, first for 
school assignments and 
then as a hobby. She likes to 
write about day-to-day life.

“I usually write about 
things that pop into my 
mind. I enjoy writing about 
all things.”

Marla writes most of her 
poems a t night when she has 
nothing else to do and she 
can’t sleep.

“Some people get up and 
take their glass of milk, but 
that doesn’t work for me.”

This is Marla’s winning 
entry:

Significance of 
Remembering

Soldiers of time gone by 
The comrades of the wars.

They always are remem­
bered /

With its poppy bright and 
red.

Significance is the utmost 
Remembrances are the 

greatest.

Yesterday Canada
Went to peace with count­

ries.

Canada a nation strong
It was to be great and 

free.

Independence reigns for 
long to come

Canada has the better 
call.

We should never forget 
The yesteryears behind.

On Remembrance Day 
November 11.

We will show the poppy to 
those

And display our deep 
gratitude.

For decades it came
This peace was brought 

with pride.

Much was lost but much 
more gained

Won was independent 
freedom.

You brought it back for 
Canada

This country will never 
lose it.

Our lives may be worse
The comrades formed 

better.

If dictatorship had ruled
Great goals never would 

be gained.

Never let us forget
What soldiers did for Can­

ada.

(  e- « a f  J  )
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Marla Jones, a grade nine student at IDCI recently won 
three awards for the Legion literary competition on 
Remembrance Day. Her winning poem will move on to the 
regional finals next. Mr. Evan Sutherland (right)

representing Branch 119 of the Legion presented Marla 
with a cheque for her winning entry while Richard Chard, 
head of the English Department at IDCI looks on.
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“Lefty” Judd takes his place 
in baseball Hall of Fame

ago, Oscar

BY ANNA MARIE CASTELLANO

If the Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame had
■‘Le fty '’ Judd would have been in it.

But since it didn’t, he had to wait until exactly 38 years from the day he 
played in his last major league baseball game to receive the honor. An 
honor he says he deserves.

Born in a place called Rebecca, north-east of London, the 79-year-old 
played in the major leagues for nine years, firs t as a left-handed pitcher 
for Boston and then for the Philadelphia Blue Jays.

Although Mr. Judd was adamant about the fact he deserves to be 
inducted into the Hall of Fame, he did admit he didn’t do it  all by himself.

“ I t ’s hard work, playing ball. I t ’s like anything you do, you can’t 
succeed without help and I had a lot of help along the way. To start with 
there are eight other guys on the team who are helping you and then 
there's the fans.”  ' '

Mr. Judd's career started in Ingersoll when he played on an 
Intermediate team which lost only one game and won the provincial 
championship in 1929. In 1930, Mr. Judd was 26-0. His next move was to 
Guelph where he broke an Ontario league strikeout record and led his 
team to the Ontario championships.

His big break came in 1942 when he played for Boston of the major 
league. In 1945 he was traded to Philadelphia of the National League.

Mr. Judd has a lot of memories from his career with the great 
American past time, one of which he suggests as being the ,1943 All-Star 
game.

"There were only eight teams at the time so it  was a lot harder to 
make it than it is today,”  he said.

Mr. Judd must have collected a lot of memories over the years but said 
he doesn’ t believe in saving anything. Citing that they’re not worth 
anything, he said the things of value to him such as his Boston uniform, 
glove and a ball, w ill probably end up in the Hall of Fame.

When it was all over, and the baseball glove was hung up in a place 
where the grandchildren would be sure to see it, Mr. Judd began working 
as a floor mechanic and after a few years of working with a company he 
went on his own.

Mr. Judd said although he missed baseball when he firs t retired he 
doesn’ t miss it now.

“ The hours were long and tough. The day and night games used to 
throw your whole system off. We usually only ate breakfast and dinner 
and if  we played an afternoon game dinner seemed awfully far away,”  
he said.

" I  can remember losing up to 14 pounds after pitching on a warm day 
and because we pitched every fourth day we had togain that weight back 
before the next day we were on the mound or we didn’t make it  to the 

■ound again.”
His two favorite stadiums to pitch in were Detroit's Tiger Stadium and 

-hicago’s Comiskey Park and although he admits he s till watches, Mr. 
Judd says the quality of baseball has deteriorated since the days when 
he saw action.

"There are a lot more teams now and the quality of the leagues has 
been watered down considerably. In my time you knew the players 
without a program, nowadays you don’t even know them with a- 
program.”

Concerning the issue of player salaries, Mr. Judd said, “ all the more 
power to them if  the players can get what they want out of the managers, 
but I think high salaries are really kind of stupid, who needs $1.8 million, 
you couldn’t even spend the Interest.”

With an increasing number of sports figures reported in the media for 
drug use, Mr. Judd voiced his concern.

" I f  I thought for one minute that there would be anyone in the Hal) of 
Fame using dope, I wouldn’t be in it. I  think i t ’s ridiculous that someone 
making that kind of money needs to use drugs."

Mr. Judd's induction comes after more than a year of work by a 
committee set up.to have himself along with George Hayes, a retired 
National Hockey League referee, inducted into their respective Halls of 
Fame.

Oscar "Lefty” Judd displays a caricature, his baseball glove and his 
Ingersoll intermediate baseball team photo. Mr. Judd's extensive 
baseball career has earned him a spot in the Canadian Baseball Hall of 
Fame.
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Citizenship aw ards 
to IDCl students
The Kiwanis Citizenship Awards, one of 

the highest honors to be bestowed upon 
students at Ingersoll District Collegiate 
Institute, were given to students Leanne 
Ward and Andy Rae last Wednesday during 
an outdoor assembly attended by students 
and staff.

The award winner selection was based on 
the students’ consideration and respect for 
others, participation in school and com­
munity activities, modesty, morals and 
manners, and the two recipients were 
selected from a group of outstanding 
personalities.

Student council minister of assemblies, 
Jason Coleman, chaired this year’s 
assembly, which also saw Kevin Atkinson 
and Sandra Walters honored as intramural 
athletes of the year.

Other winners included those who were 
honored for outstanding contributions to 
the school's house system. Lianne Joiner 
and Andy Rae received the award for the 
Herbert House, while Vicky Kennedy and 
Gerry Bes received the award for Bole 
House. The Wilson house winner was Kevin 

Atkinson, and from Briden house, winners 
were Helen Coker and Brad Lashley.

Thommason spirit awards also went to 
members of the various house systems. 
Lori Bilyea and Dave Hammond picked up 
the awards for Herbert house, while Nicki 
Baigent and Dave Douglas did so for Briden 
house. Heather Douglas and Kimble 
Sutherland were presented with the 
Thommason spirit awards for Wilson 
house, while Sandy Pellow and Scott Pye 
were honored for Bole house.

Wilson house received the competition 
trophy and the overall trophy. Herbert 
house received the participation trophy.

Other awards presented included the 
Driver’s Education award to Alissa Roden- 
burg.

Grade 9 math awards went to Todd 
Golding, Michelle Graham, Greg Lee, Julie 
Rayfield and Lene Tonnisen, while Grade 
10 students Tim Parrow, Bryan Hopson and 
Polly Pavey picked up math awards also.

Grade 11 math awards went to Susan 
Balkwill, Gerry Bes, Peggy Pavey and 
Sherri Francis. Margaret De Jong, Mike 
Poels and Tom Maxwell received the Grade 
12 math awards.

Grade 13 math awards were presented to 
Jim Kim, Dave Roberts and Ken Pavey.

Presentations were also made to the 
school’s year book staff, the prefect 
executive and to departing teachers.



Teenager dies after hitting tree
M i  INGERSOLL — An Ingersoll area teenager died Sunday 

\ U  night after the vehicle he was driving left the road, and struck 
a tree west Of here in Zorra Township. .

W  police at Woodstock said Gregory Donald Knox, 17, 
of RR 3, Ingersoll was travelling west at 11 p in. on Concession 4-5 
east of Golding Road. He was pronounced dead on arrival at 
Alexandra Hbspltal in Ingersoll. , . . > .
h ' Knox Vris. a '“lifelong* ’ resident of the area and; a  student a t ; 
Ingersoll District Collegiate Institute, said Doug Harris, a teacher; 
th e re .‘‘He waspositive and friendly and upbeat. He was very,' 
popular.” Knox had played oil the school hockeyteari), Harris said.
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Knox will go
to Michigan

BY KIMBERLEY HUTCHINSON

It has been a tough decision for 
Ingersoll student Heather Knox, 
but she will be studying and 
playing volleyball at Northern 
Michigan University in Marquette, 
Michigan for the next four years.

Knox, who has been playing 
volleyball at IDCI for six years and 
recently turned in an exceptional 
performance as team captain of 
the Blue Bombers volleyball squad 
at the Ontario finals, signed Friday 
to attend the Michigan university.

The decision ended a lengthy 
round of interviews and consulta­
tions with several Ontario univer­
sities, with other scholarship 
students, with family and guidance 
counsellors.

Northern Michigan flew Knox up 
to the Marquette campus 300 miles 
west of Sault Ste. Marie, to present Heather Knox
the scholarship offer.

Knox will obtain her degree in four years and the renewable 
scholarship will cover 75 per cent of her total university fees.

“I have to keep up my grades, and keep playing volleyball,” she said.
“It feels really neat to be in this position, but there was a lot of hassle , 

involved in the meetings and interviews,” Knox said.
Knox said her decision was resting primarily upon whether or not she 

could transfer her American degree, without loss of credits, to a 
Canadian university to pursue a teaching certificate.

“Western said that they would transfer the degree,” she said, “so I’m 
going to Michigan.”

“It’s a long way from home though,” she commented, “about 600 
miles. That was something I had to consider.”

Knox will be taking her degree in Physical Education and Geography 
-  a double major.

She must be in Marquette by August 16-17 and the volleyball team will 
undergo a two-week training camp to prepare for the season, Knox said.

“It’s volleyball year round. There will be the NCAA from September to 
December and then from January on there is a post season with 
tournaments and games to keep your hand in the sport.”

Knox is happy she will be getting a month off at Christmas -- to give 
her a chance to make the long.trek home for a visit, and to give her a 
break from volleyball.
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Town engineer
Kovacic resigns

By YVONNE HOLMES MOTT

Steve Kovacic, Ingersoll’s town engineer 
for the past six years has resigned from his 
position.

Kovacic tendered his written resignation 
to the mayor.and council last Friday, but it 
wasn’t until the latter part of the week-end 
that news of his action leaked out to the 
public.

He refused to discuss the reason for 
resignation, stating it was “for the good of 
the town” that he was not making any 
statement.

Highly skilled in his profession, Kovacic 
over-came odds that would have 
conquered most people as he made his bid 
for a successful Canadian career.

He completed his university in 1962 in 
Bratislava, Czechoslovakia, graduating as 
a professional engineer.* He was very 
involved in designing roads and bridges in 
his native country.

Kovacic managed to leave his home-la­
nd just before the Russian invasion. He

Town Engineer Steve Kovacic

came to Canada and took advantage of an 
opportunity to study at the University of 
Western Ontario. He stresses that he was 
able to do this because of the assistance of 
his wife, Anna.

He also did it by hard work. He had been 
in Canada only 12 days before the lectures 
started and knew very little English. He 
attended all the lectures and then rushed 
to the library where he would find text 
books by the same people who had been 
referred in the lectures, but published in 
German. He would study from the German 
books and rework his lectures until they 
began to mean something to him. His 
perse verence obviously resulted in 
success. After two and one-half years he 
earned his Master of Engineer Science 
diploma. He was offered an opportunity to 
do his doctorate work at the University of 
Chicago, but declined for financial 
reasons.

The town engineer speaks four 
languages fluently, German, Slovak 
Russian and now English.

He has announced that he plans to 
remain in Ingersoll where he will open his 
own consulting engineering office. He 
plans to do basically the same thing he has 
been doing for the town, plus residential, 
commercial and industrial development 
designing.

Mr. Kovacic said, Monday, he wanted to 
create professionally a field for estimating 
tor contractors which would involve a 
complete package deal that would include 
surveying.

Asked how many employees he had 
working for him in his department 
Kovacic gave the surprising answer “ I 
don’t know”.

“Is that part of the problem? Part of the 
reason you are resigning?” the Times 
asked him.

“I don i want to comment” was his quiet 
reply.

He refused to go into any further detail 
other than to say that he would be meeting 
with council this (Wednesday) afternoon 
at 5:00p.m., when he will give a full report 
of his accomplishments during the past six 
years.

Kovacic’s resignation is effective May 1, 
1979.
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writing award
’W '

A local 12-year-old girl may have 
launched her career as a writer.

Anna Kramer, of Ingersoll, has 
won a writing word for a story about 
a boy and a falcon. She will receive a 
Prism Award and $500 from Story 
Book Publishing.

Kramer won the award for her 
story in the ‘pet’ category. She was 
one of 16 winners from across 
Canada, and she will receive her 
award at a March 31 ceremony at 
the Ontario Science Centre in Toron­
to.

This is the second year for the na­
tional contest, said Lucy LaGrassa, 
president of Story Book Publishing. 
Last year, the contest received 
10,000 submissions from children, 
and there were as yet uncounted 
thousands this year, she added.

Ten of last year’s winners had 
th e ir  s to rie s  published  and 
LaGrassa said she hoped to publish 
all 16 of this year’s winners. Five of 
last year’s 10 winners are also now 
working on their first full-length 
novels, she said.

LaGrasse said the contest rewards 
original thought and conceptual 
thinking. It also encourages children 
to share their feelings and thoughts 
with other children, and for them to 
create their own method of expres­
sion.

Another goal of the contest is to en­
courage the children to be writers.

Although there are structures in 
place to encourage and develop 
hockey players for exam ple, 
LaGrasse said, there is little for kids 
who like writing.

“There isn’t a structure in place or 
a publishing place that legitimizes 
the place of child authors,” she said.

Anna Kramer
“What we’re saying is that these 

kids have the talent to be authors.”
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