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dan Jose, Apr. 2?

LIy dear Father;

The sad n ewg of Ed ’ a death r eac hod me la s t oven in r , Firs t cam a 
cable from John and shortly after 1 received yours telling me that 1 
Fd. and Clark Kennedy had fallen together. • ?.

An I ran chod my ro ora af to r work I was handed the da 11 y w ire lee; • 
Message of the United Fruit Co., the last paragraph of which was as 
f 01 1 0V7 s ;

‘’Lender, Apr. 25, 1915. -he fight on the grou nd which the 
Germans penetrated between u teens t raa te and Langernrck still 
cent! nue s . Los se s along the 11 ne la id. tare the 1 ef t wing of 
the Canadians, which was forced tc fall back in order to k oe 
in to uch wi th the ri gh t wi ng of th a ma in a rmy. In thi e ret iv 
the Canadian^ 4.7 guns had to be abandoned and consequently 
fell in to the hands of the enemy. Later the Canadians made & 
most b ill! ant and successful advance and succeeded in re- 
capturing the so guns and taking numerous p/isoners. The Can- 
sd ia ns . su f fe r ed many ca sua 1 trie o, but their gallantry and det 
miration undoubtedly sa ved the situation and their conduct 
cannot bo too highly praised.”

I had just read this when -r. ^rowne came in and gave me John’s cat 
”Edwa rd killed in Ac ti on . " I s ent you a ca b 1 e b e fo re y our s wa s 
rece ived.

It is awful to think of but again, Father we are here for ah 
year s only and a 11 must go . • wha t a gl or i ous on ding to a 11 f e t hat / s 
lived as a m a n could hope to live. He lived a life that made all h 
friend a justly proud of his acquaintance and died the death of a so,l 
fi gh ti ng for his co unt ry a nd f o r t he r i gh t. *

; he n i t ha s happened a s 11 did, how n 1 co t o th i n k t hs t if th ey mu;
.fall th ose two noble f rie nd a had f a 1 len a s they had lived so lo ng, s i i * 
by e 1 d e .7 ” 1 will be very an xi ( u s to re ce i vo any d e ta i 19 y ou maybe ab , 
to get and I wan t sor» smal 1 thin g of his the t lean carry with me al va 

| s 0 I can 1 00k at it and a sk my sol f am I 1 ivi ng my life as h e wo u Id 11 v /
X was vo ry sor ry to he ar that Hat ti e ha d been so il 1 an d hope s ho is 
no w bet te r .

I must cl os e now and wi 1 1 wr i to you 1 ate r,

^our 1 ovi ng s on ,

Fre d



3 a n Jono, Ma y 2n d, 1915

yy dear leather:

14 lia vo jus t r ocg ’ ve d your le t te r of A nr . 18 i n 
Ed’s letter of .March 28th. His letters are so like 
and pray we do well , our men will, I am su re , and I 
do our s to ro . ”

which you quote ::: 
hi mse If , ”1 h ope 
only ho r>e w e of f i

If the other officers did their part an well as he did his I tain 
there wan no fault found and I am sure the Highlanders had as fine a 
set of men as any of them. I am keening your letters and I like to r 
o ve r his 1 et to r s f ro n time to ti me .we s 8 so n a n d a b ro th er we c.-. 
well be proud of. There never was such an other .„L-i'le as e be sure to 
send me copies of any letters you r e ce i ve d a f te r *hi s of Ila rch 28 th a ! 
in or mat ion you receive about tho battle.

I w a s very glad to hear that you were now over the dr inn. I kn 
you will bear this great sorrow witdiout any outward sign of gri.ef bi 
mu s t r an emb er that it wou Id be Ed’s wi sb tha t we d id. not sor row o ve r 
death but that we would look with pride at the noble life he had lad 
and tha noble death ho died.

I was gla d to hea r tha t Aunt Hat t le wa s ge t ti ng m uch b at to r now a 
I hope Hellie will be feeling entirely rested end bettor before this. 
I urn very ,V1 ad you have told mo of tho conditions as they are nt homo. 
I ;iad } cpod that things would bo better but as they are not 1 am glad 
thn t I kn ow it. It is not r i gn t tha t y ou should hav e to 1 i v e w i t h a uc !• 
a woman. I should think a separation would be the best thing but wou 1 
■io t have you do anything on my advice. Perhaps if things keep so bad 
in -axico J tan ley will be north soon and he could talk the thing over.

Tuesday is Nellie’s ^irthday . 1 am sending yzs he r. a cable of
greetings and a letter on that day.

>1?
With much love.

* our affectionate son,

k re d „











Uy dear Father;

It’s so 1 ong s 1 nc e I wro to you I ♦ 1! qu it e as ha me d . I hafve had a 

very busy ti mo of It though. The adjutant has been away on leave and 

the orderly room sergeant was sent to Hospital within the same week. 

Wo have boon In the line twice in this sector now and the Battalion 

is coming out to-morrow. I have boon out two days attending a court 

martial and am staying at our transport linos which remain in the same 

place while the Bat ta li on moves up a nd down from the line sg 1 ong a a 

they are in this district. I had a card from Stanley yesterday saying 
> 

he was back with the Battalion again as O4C. while Col. Cantley was 

away. That is fine’and it makes one very rr oud to he ar what everyone 

says about Stanley. They all think he is a wonder

*s you will learn from a cable I am sending you to-day, John is 

on a c our s e of g en 0 ra 1 i ns t rue t ion at the 1st A rmy ^ch 00 1, wh I ch wi 11 

last a month. He felt as if he would like a little.more instruction 

with the infantry before he should go in the line with his platoon, 

so as soon as a vacancy at the School came along I got his name in.

’’,’e ha ve ha d a lot of ra i n whi c h ha a ma de t he t r en ch e s ver y muddy , 

but with th ou sa nd s of me n wo r k i ng on th an al 1 the t i me they k eep the m 

in pretty good shape considering. The weather so far has not been as 

cold ao you would think and tho men are able to put up with alm ca t 

anything.

I have been getting the socks you have been sending and like their, 

very much. I was g etti ng 1 ow s 0 me time a go but ha ve ana bund an t su g ply 

now. Cot a package of ar pies and another package of cookies, cakes and 



nuts from Hatt io, Sara & James. I’ll write them as soon as I get a 

chance. We saw avery funny sight the other day in the lino. Our 

Dugout was in the back of a hill about 300 yards from the front line.

Ye were looking down the valley when we saw a mule come wandering up 

towards us. Two of the men got out of the trench and tried to catch 

him but it was n o u s e. Up th e h i 11 he went a nd in a bou t an hour the 

Hun started a bombardment of rum jars. The old boy didn’t like these 

very much so off he started on the run but they fell in front of him

nd turned him back then allaround he was running, first one way and then 

\.he other for 15 minutes. Then up went his ta-il and he started back 

on the run.

Ha ve jus t s een ou r b ri gad e orders i n wh i ch the 73 rd Bat ta 1 i cn ha v o 

been commended for good work in our last tour by the corps commander.

I will write often er now.

You r 1 oving son,

( Sgd ) Fra d
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e, Meh. 12

th g

d Q3 I’

W o ha ve been out for a fo i1 1 0 days but well be going back in

1 ire again in a Cur rest this time has consisted of three

moves and one night in the lino taking over from an Lngl ish Battal ion

ir. the evening and handing over to another 3n£l 1 ah Bat ta 1 ion in th e

mor r 1 ng ”e also had the Brigade sports o no day in v.’hi ch cur

won the finals in th e foot-ball rre the shoot ing competition and the

bombing comp,eti 11 : :* - - w ha t I wo ul d call the three pr 1 nci pal eve n ts

8 0

- no

r.' h t

door o par d a few minutes a go

over tc j c in the 4 2nd

a nd let t ir g o n

to Lieutenant to co mo

-here ha s been a

many Bat tai i cn sat

and in walked Hugh Hayles

Battalion, but we are keeping him

to join the nd to-morrow He ha

Ho

he re

3

ovo r

great kick rut up in Oahada hbout Montreal ha vi ng

t o keep them up

here so it is

the front and not being able to supply

to syrens .iontreal has 8 Ba t < a li ons o ve r

li ke ly th e trill b'c broken up and replaced by a K o va

Scotia Battalion, in which case a 11 the old 5th R^yal Highlanders will

a pee

erred to the 1 .3 th or th e 42nd John will make application f o I'

Batter an d I h o p e he can ge tin wi t h th ein I exp e c t I

will be able t o g e t to t h e o pa ir t he o the r

day o ne hn ♦

we a re b a v 1 n g a littl e to -n i rh tat n

Hayles happened along !us t in t i me t o jo in u a.

I think the winter here is ’ t e o v e r n ow .V e hme r. u d

be home 1’ e h o a rd
r



- 2 -

*

that the British had taken Bagdad. I’m glad we are goin^ ahead in 

a f ew p lac e s a nd it won ’ t b e Icig b efo re wo are push 5 ng the Eun 

back in others as we 11.

Hope y ou ar e all wel 1. I ha d e no t e f ro m frat ti e th e ot he r da y 

saying that Hellie seemed to be much better lat el y.

You r 1 ov 1 ng s on ,

(^gd) h're d











Vac] a an fn * the c-. rtre of this picture was In. the Bank of

5 n I'or re al and we n ; over wi t h th e 1 3th a a a pri ta to. Ho vs 3 on

his way up ' 0 Ed. with a message from Headquarters when he met a

wounded man coming back who said that Ed, had been killed with nearly 
*

all his men. He got hi 3 co mm is si on sh or tl y af terra rd 3 and the n

out to England wounded. He was attached, to us f or e month

v;! 1 w c were at East landl in^-. ^hen went over to the 13th and is

rv w hone again wounded the : e co nd time.
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