
Letters from Stanley Counter Norsworthy, circa 1915
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30th. ”’o^ch 1917

1 Door Father;- 

1 am stnyinp at our Transport. Linet to-nirht

having co^e out of the lino to 0(1 tend Fred’s funeral . Col . Sparling

alto cn^e cut, which I appreciated none of the other officer

ecu Id to spared. This J eon fully und• tv turd. Cohn -at also

} recent of ccune^ ho cn-c bock ”ith "o he ro to dinner end has dust 

left. Ve are nproed th°t e "ift"c«rfy on” and try to Vvo up to
*

the t*o splendid exa'rles set uc. You will buve learned from 

our cable cent you though F>an> of ”on t reel ,Lond on , that Fred was 

' tiled inttently by a hi<^h explosive shell hich node a direct hit 
%

on 4he dvrcut ?b1cb served ^v on Orderly room. The orderly room 

clerk end one of thn t'Melion pioneers "ere billed at Ihn t ace 

t; o, ai utuer clerk m seriously v.ourdcd and *a bottuiion runner 

mirculovsly escaped injury although buried in the ruin and
I 

uu^erlnc from shell shock.

Fred h'S been buried in a British Officers Cor^t^rJ

‘ in & email Villar© six miles bpc,y of the lino. 1 do not think the /
Censorship copulations1 nr w f t of my pivin^T you the mere but you ”1^1

I
bc advised by the Graves ucpiftration Cormitloe .'hich is a branch

of the >7ar Office,
tell Felber 1 am dreadfully sorry that ‘’his hns

havrened tut I cculd not heir thinking ns I saw the coffin wrsw [cd

in a Inion Jack, that fred bss crowned a fin^ life v’th a fine

end. h' t ■ ore could tn su’d.

I novr r heard of anyone who "id not live hir: 

irr.e51ately end he vorc well. led 4*e Perk, his L’ow York employers 

■nd 'ho ohcro Co. 5nd ' love rll ; '^rceroly believe, his 



oor'r.'yn d i d? officer were very carry tc vee hir wo. Col. Snarling 

L-tctea that as teejstant end. ^atine ' 1 ,iut^nt ^rd ne a Platoon 

Co 'mand er hie work woe 'loct eati r factory fund hie '^cn much attached 

t o b i •.

7 nboll nov«r corwet our rour.ionr in bow York, will 

you'. And 91 union vim Georgie end I were worried, he woe fine, 

to tactful :nd end thcn4 fu 1. "ilthovu’b he did not a4tafn /

Bred -1 rro"inencc li^e cd. hit life mutt be accounted a fine / 

rvcceir dor be ws "honcrylle ar.? o'-’^rlle 4 a ^11 ^ ' ■ " ape’*.

■' Tbirre a re ro:nr* veil w‘th the b*'4 til ion and. J bt

fit ard veil. John nlro 1- oke well "■ I 1 hoi; ~h •ith-uf Tech colour.

very your fact i one to con.
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30th Meh. 1917

My d ee r Fa th e r •

I am staying a 
the line to attend 
I a 0 pre c la t ed ; n 0 ne 
fully understand.

t our transport linos tonight having come
Fred’s funeral. Col. 3 
of the other officers c
0hn was also p r e we nt o

ar 1 ing si 3 0 ca me 
ouId be spared.
f o ur s e .

wit h me 
’’carry

here to dinner and has just left, 
on” and try to live up to the two sp

• e ar

out 
OU t,

0 f 
wh i c h
I can

a g r ee d that w o
le ixi id e xampl e s

will have learned from our cable sent you through 
London, that Fred was killed instantly by a high

of

mu st 
set us. You 
ont r ea 1,

made a dlrecthit on the dugout which served as an order
0 X] 1 08 1V 9 3 11 91 1

room clerk a nd one of the battalion
y room. 
'killed

whic h 
The 

at th 0
s a m e 
rn I r a 
f row

time Another ole
u 1U CU S 1 y 9 3 i nj

s e r i 0 us 1 v wo und e d and a b a t ta 11 on runner
although burned in the ru in and suffering

Fred has been buri 
village six miles back

ed 
0 f

i n
the

a British office
1: no

regulations pemit of my giving you
I do n ot 

i t 3 n a mo

rs cem ete ry Ina s mal 1 
think the censorship

r?

he Graves Registration Committee wh Ich Is a
but yo u wi 
branch of

11 be advised id 
t he Jar C f f 1 co ♦ '

ell. Father, I am dreadfully sorry tha this haa ha ppe red, but
1 could not help thinking as 
that Fred has crowned a fine 
said.

I s aw the co f f i
li f e with a f 1 ne

w r a p pe d in a Union J a ck
end ha t mo r e co u Id b e

well, 
a nd a

I never hea rd of anyone
And the Ban k, h i 3 New 

bove a 11 I s Inc erely bei

vh o did no t 
Y or k em pl 0 ye

1 ike 
rs , ;

h im 1 mme di ately and he wo re
a n d th e t

hl 3 comma ndi ng 0 f f 1
so r ry to 
A d 'u ta n t

see h Im go
a nd a 3 a

and his we n much a
ria toon 
ttach ed

sparling stated tn at ns ns 
commander his work was most 
to h im.

obs cco Company 
cor, were very 
is t an t and Act

I shall never forget our reunions in Few York, will you? And at 
London when Georrie and I w ere married he was fine, so tactful, kind and 
thoughtful. Although he did not attain special prominence like Yd, 
hi s 1’ f e m use t be ac co a nt o d a fine success for he wa 3 ”h on ou r a bl o an d 
a m 1 a b le in all hi s w ays. ”

h Ings arc go i n - ”0 11 wi th th e bn t al io n and 
John a lao looks well although without my.rh colour.

I am fit and wo 11 •

Ever your affectionate son.

ta nle y
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The Chine Hotel, 
Boscombe, 

Bournemouth.





TELEPHONE 1 73ti. 

t730.

Stations i 

Bournemouth Central 

ano Boscombe.

The Chine Hotel,

Boscombe,

Bournemouth.



Telephone 1738. _

1739. The Chine Hotel,

st.tions, Eoscombe,
'URNEMOUTH CENTRAL ’

ANO BoSCOMBE. r> —
BOURNEMOUTH.
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Telephone 1738. 
I 739.

Stations t 

Bournemouth Central 

AND BOSCOMBE.

The Chine Hotel, 

Boscombe, 

Bournemouth.



Telephone 1738. 
* 1 739.

Stations i 

Bournemouth Central 

ano Boscombe.

The Chine Hotel,

Boscombe,

Bournemouth.
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France , 
4th Sept . , 1919

Uy dear Father;

I hand ed my a p pH ca t i on 
November to the Brigadier la

for 3 mo nth a* leave to date 
s t n ig h t . He 3 t at ed t ha t he

matter up with Corps or, if necessary, 
.p?en on leave and would see that I got

wi t h .th e 
i t .

f re m 1st
wou Id ta ke th e 
when next heI ’ i nl s t e r

'.ell the course of the ’.7a r has ta ken o n an e nt 1 rel y ne w aepoc t la to- 
1 y. 2 he old Fun is now en ti rely on th e defensiveand we are ma k i sub-
3 tan ti al he advray bo th in re co v ery of pro und and in the capture of prig on - 
ers , -gu ns an d- ma t eri al .

C r n Canadian Co rp s ha s ca rri e d ou t two most successful a t ta ok s 
one U.E. of Amiens son Aup. Sth and one F. of J-rra s on £6 th Aug. In 

/both, our Brigade pin e d a c re dl ta bl e pa r t , our most note bl e ac hi eve men t 
being the capture of onchy 1c Proux on 26th Aug. On all sides one

' hears the comment” This is a dif forent Fun to the one we fought on the
' jomre.” There is no doubt they are now surrendering in the face of our 

;• tir c ks muc h more re ad 1 1 y tha n they did f o r ne rl y. Uni ess we d o 3 ome th i ng
f ri gh tf ul ly stupid. I think the ,ar is no w wo n tut it wi 11 pr oba bl y ta ke
another summer to finish it .

There is another side to the picture. It is the loss of two fine 
^entie men and gallant soldiers, Bartle^tt he non nan pyd Hugh—Hoy Ips - They 
wore both everything that men should be, hlsie wi 11 wait l“n England
a nd c 0 me out wi thus in I’ ov emb er. 1 r a th er 1 an cy sho wi 11 s et t le in
Tor on t o in ord or to b e ne a r Dr. and D rs » L o yl os . I don't th in k JIu gh 1 of t
muc h except his life I ns v rance . Elsie's p o ns i cn f r o m t h e G ove mm e n t
will be that of a lieutenant but I am hopeful the Bell Telephone Company 
’will grant her a pension as well. I understand they were allowing 
”u^h half pay.

General Dyer paid me the compliment of asking me to go bac> to 
command the 42nd but I turned it down. poya 1 is in every way qualified 
to do so and there are other good officers comin ‘ along to whom it would 
b e a pi ty to deny pr omot i on. Pl ea s e repar d thi s as con fid ait ial .

I have to thank you for your two letters July 31st and August 4th.
I a •: gl ad to know U’nc 1 e le or "e is be t te r c f te r his so ri vus i 1 In e a □ an d
I ho e he will be able to take the trip north that you l\ve s u g ge st ed.
1 r.ote vha t you say about Nelli e. Josie seems to take a genuine symya- 
t he tic i nt e re st i n her . e ar e luck y that Fol lie shou Id ve her for
a friend. 1 wi 11 be interested to hear who t he r cany th in g c ome sol my
letter to ’.’ar dsn'' y a c uou ga 11 re f indi n.c a place for John i n the 3r it i s h 
’' i 3 s i on a s h 1 n -ton.

• Letters rem Jeorgio all speak of our little sonny as go Ind: on 3..1. 
IIe r. o ■■■ we i ?ht i 1 ou n d s, is or e‘s o i n • a 11 ov o r t he p 1 sc e a nd eve n o a s »\ ; 
to stand up with the a id of the sofa.

Lira. Sankey, Biddy Bankey and ’lisle ’-io’les and her two chioks are all 
* - in bOnhill now and Bob and Dick ‘.’ey ar.l y own an Hoyles and his 

ve been down to visit them, so ' c< ' ; ’ o ; a 3 had a b \3 y 3 u mme r.



8r

I haven't seen C. ", lately but I kho w he is all right or I should
ha v e ho ar d of it. So are ’VI If ri d 3ov eya rd . He rbert Ho Iso n. Her ber t is
now in the Canadian .ecticn at General 'Headquarters, and I hear he is 
to go t his pro mot 1 on to L Ie ut. -Col on oh I lie po so .

* I am as fit as can be a nd* -stTll a very great admirer of my now
chiefs.

Your affectionate son,
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