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250 King Street East
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The NORSWORTHY home was originally constructed as a yellow brick farmhouse, the building and surrounding
200 acres became part of the Mary Jane (Miss May) Cuthbert's dowry when she married James. (Newspaper) It
was built in the Queen Ann style in the early 1850's and boasted of turrets, bays, chimneys of cut brick, multi-
coloured brickwork, slate roofs and stain glass windows. This is generally an irregular shaped home with no plain
surfaces. The 21 room home is three stories high. There are 6 bedrooms, a double drawing room, living room,
library, dining room, kitchen, etc. The foundation is said to be 43" thick. The cellar was composed of many rooms -
a preserve room with cupboards, a root cellar, wine cellar, coal cellar and furnace room. "Cool rooms" for foods,
ventilated by early type air conditioning was composed of vents in the basement walls which drew in the air from
outside all around the house - the first natural air conditioned home in Ingersoll. This home was the only one in
town that had running tap water, in all the rooms. A cistern was built, with pipes going through the kitchen roof,
and these were connected to the cistern about 5 feet above the height of the house. When the pipes were
connected, taps were installed in each room for the gravity-forced water. As the cistern's level dropped, more
water was pumped up from the well. Mr. and Mrs. J. Robbins are the present owners of this beautiful home, and
they try to keep it in it's original state
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Mr. 3. A, Norsfuorthy

At age 75

®f “Norleigh”, Ingersoll =
@aken from a painting by 6. Horne Russell

OBITUARY

JAS. NORSWORTEY
DIES AT AGE OF 50

Father of Two Montrealers
Was Son of Qnlario
Pioneer

1936

iSpecinl o The Gazeile.)

Ingersoll. Onl., November 4, —
James Countier Norsworthy. son of
one of the pionecers of the Inger-
goll. Onierio. district, and father of
Eranley O Norsworithy and John W.
Norsworiny of Montreal. died yes-
terday at his home hrre i his
91s1 year.

A nauave of Widdicombe-on-the-
Mnor, Deveonshire, England, Mr.
Norsworthy when six yecars ol age
came with his parenits te Canada.
His family settled neor Ingersoll in
1832 and were among ihe plonecrs
of thal district. In s laler years
Mr. Norsworthy resided in Ingersoll
where he was active in the insur-
ance businesz. until s reurement
on pension some 30 y:ars apo. He
acted for a number of »cars as
chief Inspector for Canada of the
Morth Bruish and Mercamiile In-
surance Company. travelling for
the compeny irom his home in In-
Eersoll

Two of hlr =ons were killsd dur-
ing the Great War. Major Edward
C Nerswarithy of the 13th Canadian
Infaniry Dattalion and Lieut Alfred
Korsworthy of the Tird Canadian
Infaniry Batialion

Survivors are his widow., former-
v Jane Elizabeth Tavlor of Wat-
ford, Ont.. i two sons in Mont-
real. his daughter Misz Helen Nors.
worthy, Ingersoll; and s2veral
grand-children.

Funeral services will be held on
Saturday al 2 o'clock from Sl
o AMCE
and intermenl will be in the Inger-
goll Cemelery.

nelican Church. Ingersnll, .




The Norsworthy Building, 17 King Street, just
west of Thames, sits a handsome structure
known as the Norsworthy Building. Mr. J. C.
Norsworthy was a general banker and broker
who was also in the insurance business and
who was an agent for various steamship lines.
A branch of the London Bank was located in
this building for a few years. In 1887, the
Traders Bank took over the business of the
London Bank and began operating in this
building. The business prospered so that it was
necessary to secure larger quarters and a new
building was erected on the northwest corner
of Thames and King Streets, the present
location of the Royal Bank.

The Royal Bank merged with the Traders
Bank to form the present Royal Bank of
Canada. The Norsworthy Building is an
example of Italianate design. The building has
strong Classical features as noted in the
pilasters on the corners. The arches in the
brickwork just under the cornice are also
indicative of Classical design. The windows,
wide cornice and brackets are ltalianate.







BY HELEN W. FOSTER

Behind an impressive screen of shade

trees, the Norsworthy h
e Yy home broods over

James Counter Norsworth i

) y came wit}
gxs parents to Canada from Devonshi;el

ngland in 1852 and eventually established

himself as ‘‘Banker and Broker, Insurance
and Loan Agent” on King Street.

Originally Crown Land, the 200 acres
was granted in 1806 to Ebenezer Whiting,
one of Ingersoll's early settlers. The
present owner of the home, Jessie Robins,
believes that the house was built in the
1850's and it came with the dowry of
Norsworthy's first wife, Mary Jane.

The marriage was announced in the
Ingersoll Chronicle, May 2, 1978,
“Thursday evening last, our townsman
J.C. Norsworthy was united in marriage
with Miss May, eldest daughter of Mrs.
Cuthbert of West Oxford in the presence of
a number of invited guests. Mr. and Mrs.
Norsworthy left on the midnight train for
New York. We wish them every
happiness.”

The following week there appeared a
letter with the bold headline - Advice to the
Newly Married Man from an Experienced
Benedict -, The long column of free advice
contained, among other things. “‘Don't
scold your wife and don’'t beat your
children, if you have any. ..Bathe often,
look after your health...and never go
home drunk....Keep clear of your wife's
relations....Yours, John'’ Just who ‘“‘John”
was and why he felt empowered to give
such advice is lost in the pages of time.

Norsworthy elaborated upon Lhe plain
red brick Ontario farmhouse until he had a
structure worthy of the dignity of the
position that he held in town. The result is
a melange of styles that nonetheless
presents a picaresque view to the
observer.

A veranda, usually thought to give a
house a fashionable urban air, is graced
with solid Doric columns. The left side is
enclosed with stone and has beautiful
stained glass windows. There are
sumptuous glass windows throughout the
home both exterior and interior. The right
veranda sports a bandshell design, topped
with a very Victorian pinacle.

(PO‘{P“ bk )

Above the pillared portico is a stately
circular balcony which in turn is topped by
a curiously curved gable. Although the
.pointed arches suggest Gothic, the window
s curved Romanesque. The rounded
design is echoed in the carved wooden fans
.of the flanking gables and in the
-tri-windows on either side of the house. An
;[alianate tower is not only a decorative
"addition but practical as well. It housed a
.water tower and the giant steel tanks are
still in place.

The main door has a transom extending
over the sidelights. It is less sound
structurally than a shortened transom, but
a pleasing arrangement and a typical
pattern in Ontario.

The interior of the home is magnificently
finished in wood and it is said that
Norsworthy had a carpenter in residence
for over a year to complete the work.
Frank Leake, a noted local woodcarver,
did the elaborate mantelpieces.

Interior doors are all equipped with
locks and each one has a keyhole cover, a
"delightful eccentricity of a moneylender
who held mortgages on hundreds of
properties in town.

The ghost of Norsworthy's first wife,
Mary Jane, is said to have haunted the
house. Owner Jessie Robins attests to
hearing and being awar:- of a ‘‘presence’
in the home for many years, She believes
that Mary Jane, who died of dyptheria in
1891 while nursing her sick children, was
looking for her daughter. The myterious
Lady in Grey has not been seen on the
balcony since the daughter Nellie died a
few years ago.

The house shelters many secrets, chief
among them an inexplicable natural flow
-of air that cools the house in summer.
There is also a mysterious room under the
basement that has never been explored.

It is rumoured that following his death in
1936, Norsworthy’s strongbox was not’
found. Mrs. Robins says that guests amuse
themselves probing the rich wood
carvings, hoping to find the hidden spring
that will disclose the molding secrets.

The bronze bust of his son Edward, who
died in action in 1915, 'is now atop the
family monument i~ the Rural Cemetery.
Oddly enaugh it does not face the front of
'the stone but is positioned so that he can
'keep an eye on his father’s strongbox
across the river. This is the Iast article in

the series **Echoes of the Past”

TOSE RSO TIMES



Beautiful old Ingersoll home
was part of bride’s dowry

By MARILYN SMULDERS
of The Sentinel-Review

Que of a series

INGERSOLL ~— Nine years ago
when the Maat family went sear-
ching for a big house, they really
. meant BIG.

Annita and Derek Maat settled on
the Norsworthy House, one of Inger-
soll's most beautiful of homes. The
century old structure is divided for
the use of twe families, the Maats
and the Sjaarda family. Although
each family has their privacy, cen-
tral rooms are shared.

“As Christians, we needed a large
house in order to live our lives in a

deeper way. We need to support each -

other,” said Annjta Maat.

Family members were able to
adapt the red brick home to their
lifestyles. There's also an upper
a[)artment that is rented out to peo-
ple in need.

But in purchasing the home, they
became aware of its rich history.

The house is named for the
Norsworthy family. James Counter
Norsworthy came to Canada with his
parents from Devounshire, England.

Built in the mid-1850s, the house
actually came with the dowry of
Norsworthy’s first wife, Mary Jane
Cuthbert. It features some of his
work as a stonemason but also that of
other skilled tradesmen.

Leslie Daniel, a craftsman, was
commissioned to paint elaborate
ceiling frescoes. A woodworker,
Frank Leake, carved four different
fire place fronts. Some of these are

decorated with the depictions of

historic homes

Norsemen in honor of the Norswor-

. thy name. The 21-room house is also

filled with dozens of pieces of stained
glass and leaded windows.,

A number of styles were borrowed
for the exterior. The verendah is
graced with the doric columns of a
Greek temple. It hugs the house, cor-
nered with a bandshell in Victorian
fashion. A tower, to the rear of the
house, was constructed in an
Italianate style. At one time the
tower had a practical use as well be-
ing aesthetically pleasing; it stored
water.

The Norseworthy home is an im-
posing structure on King Street, near

MAJOR Edward Cuthbert
Norsworthy keeps guard on his
home from a hill at Ingersoll
Rural Cemetary. A soldier in
World War I, Norsworthy was
killed in action at Langemarck.
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Ingersoll’s limits. From the hill at In-
gersoll Rural Cemetery across town,
its gables can be seen above other

_buildings. And at the cemetery, a

bust of Major Edward Cuthbert
Norsworthy sits atop a family monu-
ment, supposedly keeping watch on
his birthplace.
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Family to restore historical Norsworthy home

By MARY ANNE STEPHENSON

Ken and Shirley Hickey have
plans that will keep them knee-deep
in history for quite awhile.

The couple and their family mov-
ed into the old Norsworthy home at
250 King St. E. last September and
now that Ingersoll Council has
designated it an historical home,

they hope to restore it to its original

grandeur.

After moving in, chkey said they -

first wanted to build a new home
with a Victorian influence. “‘But
when we saw this place for sale, it
was game over. We’ve admired this
place for years."”

The financial supervisor for
‘General Motors in Woodstock said
he would like to restore the home
right back to its original state. It was
built in the 1850s by Nathaniel
Whiting, one of the early founders of
Ingersoll, for whom Whiting Street
was named.

The house passed into the hands of
another esteemed early pioneer,
Alex Cuthbert, and the property

. came into the Norsworthy name as it
.was part of the dowry of Mary Jane
Cuthbert when she married James
Cuthbert Norsworthy.

‘“‘We'rereally interested in resear-
ching the history of the house and
the people who lived in it,”” Hickey
said. “It’s not just a place to live, it
becomes a whole lot of other
things."”

He had asked town.council to con-
sider granting a heritage designa-
tion to the property last fall. Now
that the 21-room, three-storey home
has been deemed an historical and

The former Norsworthy home on 250 King St. E. is the first house in Ingersoll to receive an historical designation.
Shirley Hickey plan to restore the 21-room, three-storey structure to its original state. It was built in the 1850's by Nathaniel Whiting, one -
of the early founders in Ingersoll. (Liz Dadson Photo)

Owners Ken and

architectural landmark, he can

receive funding for such things as
' restoring the exterior. :

The funding could equal half the
cost, up to a maximum figure set by
the heritage branch of the Ontario

Ministry of Culture and Communica-

tions.

The couple’s first priority is to pre-
vent any deterioration to the home,
Hickey said. He plans to replace
some of the metal on the roof and

said some of the cement work needs

“rejointing.

A fresh coat of paint on the house's
exterior is also in the works.

‘“The house had been divided into
a double-family dwelling (before the

Hickeys bought it) so we want to
restore the original living room,’
Hickey said.

A wall had been put up, dividing
the living room to accommodate a
front kitchen. The Hickeys plan to

remove the wall and put the kitchen
back into the front part of the living
room. This requires removal of the
tile corked floor to reveal the
original wood floor.

In addition, the dry wall will be
taken down to reveal the wood work
beneath.

“It’s fortunate none of the original
wood work was demolished,”
Shirley Hickey said.

Fascinating stained glass

Ken wants to remove the 22 win-
dows in the house because some are
painted shut. The stained glass win-
dows, which fascinate him, will also
be restored.

There are four fireplaces in the
house, some requiring new liners
and chimney work. The wood work
around them also needs repair.

The bright-windowed solarium is
another focus for the Hickeys’ atten-
tion. They want to put in a stone floor
to add to its Victorian atmosphere.
“‘We plan to add some wicker fur-
niture,” Hickey said. “We got a lot
of ideas from magazines.”

To make the dining room more
convenient to the kitchen, they plan
to move the family room from the
west side to the east side. Shirley
said the family room will be the only

modern part of the home with the

rest maintained in the Victorian set-

'I'hey will add a laundry reom and
a washroom to the first floor of the
house. It boasts four washrooms but
none on the first floar.

The landseaping around the. home

7 will also reflect its Victorian grace.

““We don’t want to put in a lot of

{continued on page 2)
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