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Axigust 20, 1976.

Dear Mr. & Mrs0 Diggsj

Well here is the completed Noxon report, as promised. I hope it will be 

of interest to you. Unfortunately, the photograph which should be on 

Page 7 of the report was not back from the copying shop by the time the 

text was completed. Since I am leaving the museum to go back to school, 

I felt it best to send out the report while I*m still here, even without 

the photo.

If your have any questions, please feel free to contact our General Manager, 

Mr. R. Carbert, at the museum address above.

I thank you for your valuable assistance in this project.

Sincerely,

Joni Seager.
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Please find enclosed the 
picture and articles which you so kindly loaned 
to us yesterday. They were a great help to us 
and on behalf of the museum, we wish to thank 
you very much for your information about the 
Noxon Company.

If at any time, you recall, 
further details about your work at the Noxon Company, 
we would very much like to hear from you. You can write 
to us at the museum at any time you wish.

Cnee again, many thanks 
for your kind co-operation.

Yours very sincerely,

Kayne Berry



INTRODUCTION

The Noxon Implement Company of Ingersoll was one of the most successful 

Canadian firms in the manufacture of farm implements. Within forty years of 

its opening, it had captured a large share of both the domestic and international 

markets. But less than twenty years later, the firm declared bankruptcy and 

closed down, almost overnight. It had a short and interesting history; a rapid 

rise to success and an even more rapid decline. In many ways, this seems to 

be typical of tum-of-the-century Canadian firms, but in other aspects, the 

Noxon story is quite unique, 

Unfortunately, the Noxon history has all but passed into obscurity. The company 

papers have disappeared, either destroyed or lost, most of the men who worked 

the factory are long since gone and the factory itself is now a lumber warehouse. 

There are therefore large gaps in the record and the full story may never be 

known, This is reason alone to now undertake the writing of the Noxon history, 

incomplete as it may be, before it disappears from sight altogether.
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CHAPTER I

The Noxon Family, at Hom« and 

in the Community
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The Noxon Family

The early history of the Noxon family is surprisingly well documented. The Canadian 

branch of the family is descended from Andrew Noxon of Ayrshire, Scotland. One 

of Andrew’s sons, James D. Moxon, was engaged to the daughter of Sir Samuel Pascoe, 

the Governor of Jamaica. However, Sir Pascoe did not approve of the marriage and 

the young couple was forced to elope from Jamaica, eventually settling in New York. 

It was this couple's grandson, James (ll), who was the Canadian pioneer.

James (ll) came to Canada in 1788 as part of the United Empire Loyalist migration. 

He first settled on Hay Bay, but afterwards bought 200 acres of land in Sophiasburg, 

Prince Edward County. In his early years, James (ll) did not appear to have any 

particular religious convictions, but after the death of his first wife (.Magdelane 

Lanor), he joined the Society of Friends (Quakers). He remained a Friend for 

45 years and became one of their ministers. Three of his children (James, Jonathon 

and tfagdelane) also became preachers for the Friends.

One of his other sons, Samuel (Sr.), was the father of the founders of the Noxon 

Company. Samuel (Sr.) owned a large farm and saw-mill in Sophiasburg. His business 

must have been lucrative: he not only supported a family of fourteen children, 

but provided them with luxuries that were uncommon in the nineteenth-century. For 

example, when Samuel (Sr.) saw that his sons had a mechanical turn of mind, he 

built a wood-work shop expressly for their use. Furthermore, all of his sons 

attended business college: we know that Stephen was enrolled at Eastman's Business

College in Rochester, New York, and James went to Jefferson County Institute, 
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Watertown, New York. These early advantages undoubtedly provided a valuable basis 

for his sons to start their own manufacturing company.

This then brings us to the founders of the Noxon Company, the grandsons ■ of the 

Canadian pioneer. There were five brothers involved in the company, four of whom 

we can identify positively: James (ill), Samuel (Jr.), Stephen and Freeman. There 

is some confusion as to whether the fifth partner was Dorland or Thomas. Both 

Dorland and Thomas lived in Ingersoll for a time and it is possible that both were 

involved in the company; most sources list Dorland as the other partner though, and 

I have assumed that this was the case.

James and Samuel were the first to come to Ingersoll, in 1855, Stephen following 

in 1865 and Freeman and Dorland in 1869. For the first year in Ingersoll, James 

worked in a hardware store owned by Mr. W. Eastwood. Eastwood had his own foundry 

and was involved in the manufacture of agricultural implements long before the 

Noxon Company was formed; he and James were to become arch rivals in business.

In September, 1856, James and Samuel opened the J. & S. Noxon Company.

James remained active in the company until approximately 1890, at which time he 

moved to Toronto and accepted a position as Inspector of Prisons in Ontario. He 

died in 1906, Of his children, William was the only one to retain an interest 

in the family company and he was appointed the Agent-General in England for the 

Noxon company. When the company dissolved, William went on to become the Commissioner
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ISBIM Hill ■ 
of a. jus. bob: 

1 _ ___
' , " ’ f: • ; f ■■ ‘

Founder of Noxoy.'Bros/JtaGu- 
? ■ factoring Co. Passed Aw$y 
I at Toronto. <

■ (From Monday's Daily.) ..
•Many friends and -acquaintances in 

Ingersoll and vicinity will dcurn with 
sincere regret of the death 'of Mr. 
James Noxon, formerly of this town, 
which occurred suddenly at, Toronto 
yesterday/ The Globe says:

The death occurred rather suddenly, 
from a stroke id apoplexy yesterday j 
afternoon at Jjjs home, 72 Miidison 
avenue, of Mr. .lames Noxon,, found
er of the Noxon Jiros. Manufacturing 
Company. ,Ingersoll, and for, many 
years inspector of prisons, in Ontario.1 
lie had been ill for .the. ..p'ast two 
years, and.had reuehl'd the advanced 
age of 71 years. . ‘ ‘
.. The late, Mr,' Nbxoa wma'fot many 
years tin- influential figure, in ;the po
litical life, of .Oxford county,, and 
wns also 'propinent li) ttie businasB 
activity of'Ingersoll'; to which place 
he went in 1855 fr,uni ^Bloomfield; 
Prince Kd,ward County/ Io 1891 he 
wns appointed Inspector of prisons for 
Ontario under the Mowat Govern
ment, and continued to hold that po
sition/until a year ago; when he re
signed. During bis tenure of office he. 
'resided in this oily, Um w /hlizhly 
roslicoted had wol) known iu many 
jtariH of tbr. (irovlnon, lie whh iiwi'in- 
bi-r of (.lie and. Oddfellow Or
ders, I ' I r, '

Three sons.njid „lwa dmjeh11*nut’ 
vlvii Juhi, Th'^Y di'p: .SVjn, 0,
h’oxou ami JumuK h'ugop, jun,, pity; 
Samuel Hy Noxon, St. Louis; Mrs. 
Canfield, Ingersoll, and. Miss Nellie 
Noxon, city. Tbp remains will be ship
ped to Ingersoll, where interment 
will take place, on Wednesday.

Death notice, from the front page of The Ingersoll 

Chronicle, Thursday, December 20, 1906.
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of Inmigration for Canada. One of James’ other sons., Samuel H., went into an 

interesting career as the representative for Standard Oil in China.

Samuel, the other founder of the company, retired from business in the late 1800*3 

and took no residence at his farm near Wellington, Prince Edward County. Stephen 

and Freeman both remained in Ingersoll until their death. When the. company dissolved 

in 1915, the remainder of the Noxon family dispersed — some to the United States, 

some to Nova Scotia and some to Prince Edward County. There are no Noxons living 

in Ingersoll today.

The portrait of the Noxon family (reproduced on the following page) is the only 

extant one available. It was taken on the fiftieth wedding anniversary of Rhoda 

and Samuel (Sr.), when the entire family was present — dating approximately from 

the 186O*s, In 1920, this picture was printed in The Ingersoll Chronicle, with 

the following caption:

It would be quite impossible nowadays to duplicate such a 
family group as th--t pictured above. It shows the sixteen 

members of ths well-known Nox>n family taken over ?0 years 
ago, when the father, .Samuel Nox>n, and his wife Rhoda, 

celebrated their golden wedding on the family homestead at 

Bloomfield, Prince Edward County. There were eleven sons 
and three daughters. The only surviving son is Dr. Allan 
Moxon...and the one living daughter is Mrs. Dingman [jSlmira?j 

now residing in Florida. Dr, Noxon is now over 80 and 
remarkably active. Five of the sons were identified with 

the Noxon Mfg. Co,, of Ingersoll and one was for several 

years an inspector of Ontario prisons. The family comes 
of United Empire Loyalist stock.



Samuel (back row fourth from left), Thomas Henry (back 
row second from right), James, (front row left), and 
Freeman (front row fourth from left).

This picture of the Noxon family was taken at the 50th wed
ding anniversary of the parents Rhoda and Samuel (front 
row third and fourth from the right). Their five sons who
came to Ingersoll are Stephen (back row second from left),
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Sitting in the back row, from left to right, are: Maria (Mrs, Saylor), Stephen, 

Alfred, Samuel, Dorland, William, Thomas, Allan; in the front row (1. to r.), 

James, Cornelius, Angeline (Mrs, Hubbs), Freeman, Rhoda and Samuel, Elmira (Mrs, 

Dingman), and Calvin.

At_ Home

Each of the Noxon brothers built themselves an elegant home in Ingersoll, befitting 

their status as prominent manufacturers in Mr. Diggs commented that this 

brought about a spate of competitive house building in Ingersoll: the Noxons 

set the standards of wealth and elegance, and in an attempt to ’keep up with the 

Noxons’, everyone else of any importance felt obliged to equally impressive houses. 

Thus we have the beginnings of the ”upper-class1’ residential section in Ingersoll, 

centered along Oxford Street (see strset map at the end of this section),

James’ first house was a simple one-storey white brick house on Thanes Street, 

close to the factory. However, his second house was regarded as the showplace of 

Ingersoll. It was a palatial residence, considered to be "one of the finest homes 

between London and Hamilton". Among other things, the house had a magnificent 

six-foot wide curved staircase, made of cherry wood. Some local ladies even now

1 - Mr. Len Diggs (of Ingersoll) is a former Noxon employee whom we interviewed 
in doing the research for this project. He worked for the Noxons, both in 

England and in Ingersoll, travelling "all over the v;orld for them, setting 
up and repairing agricultural machinery".



James' second house, the ''showplace of Ingersoll".

H J
1



ALEXANDRA HOSPITAL, in Ingersoll as it appeared around 1909. A note on the back of this postcard said 
“Public opening and reception of the Alexandra Hospital, Wednesday, Sept. 22, 1909."

J
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recall with pleasure the fancy parties held in the beautifully lighted ballroom 

of the 'house on the hili'. Hany dignitaries, including Sir Wilfred Laurier, 

stayed in the Noxon home and it was considered quite an honour to receive an 

invitation to the house.

James built the mansion in 1874, at a cost of $10,000. When he moved to Toronto 

(and took up residence at 72 Madison Avenue), it was sold to Dr. Angus McKay.

McKay was a prominent physician and politician, well known in Toronto, where 

he served in the Provincial legislature for sixteen years, as the "Handsome 

Member from South Oxford".

DR. MCKAY, L.R.C.P.,
EDINBURGH

Physician, Surgeon, Etc.
Graduate of the Royal College of Physicians, Edinburgh.

Formerly Surgeon in the British Mirinc Service.

OFFICE, THAMES STREET, INGERSOLL, ONT.

In 1901, Dr. McKay sold the house (for $6,250) for it to be converted into a 

hospital. It was renovated and reopened in 1909 as the Alexandra Hospital. In 

1951 it was tom down to make way for a new hospital.

Samuel built his home nearby to Jarnos', at 310 Oxford Street. There is an interesting 

though rather morbid, anecdote about this house: Samuel had the third floor 

of the house made into a playroom for his children. During an epidemic of
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diptheria, ths Noxon children were confined to the third floor and two or three 

of them died. To avoid contaminating the rest of the house, the dead children were 

lowered out of a sraa.ll window in a basket and taken for burial from there. The house 

still stands today.

Freeman and Stephen also had houses on Oxford Street. Dorland lived on Charles 

Street West, opposite the Erskine Presbyterian Church.

In the Community

All of the Noxons were very much involved in their community and contributed 

greatly to the growth of Ingersoll. Simply by locating their factory in the town, 

they gave a great boost to the economy — employing up to 300 men in their plant 

and attracting auxiliary industries to the small community. At one time, the Noxon 

Company was the largest manufacturing concern in the town and the Noxons themselves 

have come to be recognized as founding fathers of industry in Ingersoll.

Four of the brothers held municipal offices at various time30 James was a Councillor 

in 1861,1364,1865,1872 and 1886; Reeve in 1866; first Deputy Reeve in 1877 and 

1878; mayor in 1884,1885 andl887. Stephen was elected a Councillor in 1890, and 

Dorland in 1898. Thomas was a Councillor in 1894, 1895 and 1897.

Apart from his Noxon Company duties, Stephen held several positions in other 

businesses. He was a director of the Equity Fire Insurance Company and president 

of the Ingersoll Beard of Trade, the Ingersoll Electric Power & Light Company and
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the Guelick Silica Bari tic Stone Com;>any. Stephen retained the Quaker faith of

his grandfather and was a life-long member of the Society of Friends.

However, it was James who was the most active in the community. He was a member 

of various service organizations, including the Masonic and Oddfellow Orders.

One of his greatest concerns was the development of the dairying industry. In 

1864, he was the chairman of a committee which introduced the co-operative 

dairying system into Western Ontario; he was secretary of the Dairyman’s Association 

of Western Ontario in 1867 and president in 1871. J. Sinclair, in his 1924 History 

of the Town of Ingersoll , describes James' involvement vri.th dairying:

Hie ability was directed into every channel of our 
progress in public affairs, and in the interest he 

took in our dairy business, and it was to him as 

president of our [dairy} organization that it owes 

much to its earliest success. He gave this subject 

a leadership that overcame many of the difficulties 
that are sure to arise in any enterprise in its 

initial stages.

Although I have found no mention of it elsewhere, Mr, Sinclair also gives James 

credit for advancements in the railway system: "To Mr. Noxon we owe the securing 

of the Credit Valley Railway connection which ultimately extended to St. Thomas.”

The Noxon company itself was a progressive one and brought several improvements 

to the tom. The company starred the first gas plant in Ingersoll, for example.

The Noxon brothers had the very first gas plant in the back of their factory, just 

for the use of the factory'. Then, in 1872, they expanded this operation and formed 



the Ingersoll Gas Licht Company. with plant HA-i** in Although only

the central part of tvi }?.%.; rts rjpply, it wio ft me.ior '.riyertakir.g, requiring 

fourteen miles of pipes. Ths Noxnna kept, controlling interest in this company,

with William (James’ son) as pre aidant, O.G.L. Wilson v.i et-pmsident and William

Bowman manager.

In 1866, the cheese manufacturers of Ingersoll combined forces to produce a

"Mammoth Cheese" (weighing four tons) which was shipped to England to advertise 

the famous cheese industry of Oxford County. The Noxon Co, was actively involved

in promoting this venture and they produced the press used to make the cheese.

Ad from the Ingersoll Chronicle. The man standing next to the wagon appears to

be James Noxon.
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In 1901, agricultural implement manufacturers organized themselves into a special 

Agricultural Implement section of the Canadian Manufacturer's Association. All 

of the major companies were represented, including ^xjvell, Massey-Harris, 

Cockshutt and Sawyer-Massey. The Noxon Company, of course, was involved, being 

one of the most prominent manufacturers in Ontario, with W.F. Johnston (the 

general manager of the companj' at that time) acting as their representative.

Furnished 
With or

Without

Harrows^
Made in three 

sizes '•

12, 14 and 16 
plate

Write for Catalogue, Terms arid Prices , 

THE\ NOXON CO., LIMITED
Manufacturers of . ’ ■

Binders, Mowers, Rakes, Hay Loaders, Drills, Cultivators, , . 'i 
, • Disc and. Lever Harrows, Pulpers and Sleighs

INGERSOLL ;; ONTARIO CANADA.'

from the Farmer's Advocate, May 1914

Probably one of their last ads.



CHAPTER II

The Noxon Factory
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1856 - 1872

In September of 1856, Jarnos and Samuel Noxon opened their implement factory for 

business. There is some confusion about ownership of the company since the very 

first advertisement lists the company as "Noxon, Turner & Co." (see below). Other 

than this advertisement, there is no mention of Turner’s connection with the 

company. Whatever the association, it must have been short-lived, for by 1857 

the company was listed only as "J. & S. Noxon Co.".

^7

to ba inb.ibitnr.ts of Oxford and surround in? counties th
a ej

/ 
therespectfully to intimate .. . . . _______ _

EW FOUNDRY recently-(erected by them, is now in full and complete operation.— 
They will hereafter keep constantly on band it for sale the most extensile & superior assortment of

ion will be ucvo'cdEver before offered in this conn
best materials, and securing mechanics of good practical experience in the

o selecting' the very

of tlicir business, so that for durability and workir.r.r.sb.-p their manufactures cannot be surpassed 
by any similar establish me nt in Canada. . From the advantages they can offer, they are confident 
intending purchasers will consult their own interests by calling to examine ti.cir exccllcntstock.

:nc
Dealers. Dy unremitting attention to 
tlicir customers, they hope to merit a s'

. Ingersoll, September 11.1S3G"

: terms. A kbcral reduction made to V/hoIc^ak 
and closely studying the wants cud interests o!

. 160

The very first advertisement for the company. Ingersoll 
Chronicle, Sept. 26, 1856.

In the early years of operation, the Noxon Company was really just a foundry, 

specializing in ploughs and stoves, other agricultural implements being more of 

a side-line. However, by 1860, they had stopped producing stoves and commenced 

the manufacture of mowers, reapers, grain drills and sawing machines. Apart from 

manufacturing their own machines, they also acted as a distribution agent for 
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other companies.

Their first factory was merely a group of frame buildings on the east side of

Thames Street. It was a typically small, family operation, with James as president 

and Samuel as general amnager, employing no more than about twenty-five workers.

By 1869 though, their reputation had grown and Noxon machines were marketed 

throughout Ontario and into the United States. The Noxons were particularly 

inventive and they were constantly improving the usefulness of fam implements. 

One of their early inventions was a "new improved sawing machine", as described 

below:

Ingersoll Chronicle, Friday, Dec. 5, 1862

NOXON’S PATENT IMPROVED SAWING MACHINES

It certainly is creditable to modern inventors that they have 
supplied machinery for performing almost all kinds of manual labour, 

from the most ponderous and laborious to the most delicate and wearisome, 
in a manner to excel the methods they have supplantd; and in no 
case is this particularly mere noticed than in the facilities 
afforded the farmer in carrying on the operations of the farm. He 
now tills his soil, sows and harvests the crops, and thrashes and 

prepares it for market, by machinery; but it is only recently that 
a really useful machine has been invented to relieve him of the 

severe toil required in cutting his wood either for market or to 
be consumed at his own fireplace. The enterprising firm of J. & S. 
Noxon of this place have invented and are now largely manufacturing 

a Sawing Machine which is certainly superior to anything of the 

kind yet invented, both in the simplicity of its construction and 
the ease with which it can be wrought. It is made to be attached to 
any ordinary thrashing machine horse power, and by an ingenious 

contrivance in the machinery, the saw raises itself to permit the 

nevement of the log for the next cut; thus with this and their other 
improvements, making the machine almost self-acting. It can be
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worked with either two or four horses, and the manufacturers warrant 
it capable of cutting sixty cords of wood per day. Their machine was 
awarded the "Extra Prize" at the Provincial Exhibition held in 

Toronto, and -was highly commended for the simplicity of its construction 
and as being not likely to get out of order. We cheerfully recommend 
this thoroughly reliable firm, whose advertisement will be found 
in our columns, to the favourable notice of the public.

Tocjhich watt awarded the First Prize and Diploma, for Superior 
,■:; < • . merit and Usefulness, at the last' County Fair.

■ •; **y . ». ^m^mmmm***^**^*^-^^**

WE Bniouw ranuofftfitudcg a number of those Maohiocx and are rrenaredjo warrant them to 
6« ibobcct ©acj ta iLo eouuiry. That ordc/amay bo pivtnpuy Altai it will be ncceaaary

• fcl.Kcd CL«m ia early; •« v * t ' <»
iJWB ara <Eo njauufactoring ft targa number ©f PLOWS of tb« very best naUera*, Including 
the Mftrtay nuj McShurry Plow*, nt prices to suit the tiincu, ch well bj TWO and THItbh 
WHEEL CULTIVATORS. HARROWS. FIELD RVlUERS. STRAW CUTTERS, ROAD 
SCRAPERS, Ar; Wu veuld invito special attention k>our cuJubralod ROOT SLICER. Vbicb 
k capable ci c-tting tvu buabcU of Lucia pur niinuto. -r
. OUR Plow Potato era all manufactured of American Iron, and trill oat-wear any four com* 
dboo wfics, then toiukiog It greatly k> Lbj interest uf FcriDvra L> buy their Plown of uh.

t^r" Hcary ArlUtasnld by us varraaUd to giro catiLfecdci). TERMS LIBERAL.
" .. .. J. & s. NOXON.

jjrXOERSOy1;ABnn»£l^ <18_

Being shrewd businessmen, the Noxons were also always aware of improvements made by 

their competitors and on more than one occasion they went to great expense to buy 

up new patents from other inventors. An 1864 article in the Ingersoll Chronicle 

testifies to this:

Ingersoll Chronicle, Friday, June 3, 1864

BUSINESS ENTERPRISE

We direct the attention of our readers to the Advertisement of
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Messrs. J. & S. Noxon, in our columns today, as an evidence of the spirit 
and enterprise displayed by these gentlemen in building up amongst us, 
and successfully conducting one of the most extensive manufacturing 

establishments in this part of Canada. Having been foremost in introducing 
valuable improvements in agricultural machinery, they have made a ; 
provincial reputation for their manufactures, which has given their 

firm a place in the first rank with the most enterprising and successful 
business men in this branch of industry to be found in the country. 
We confess we were astonished to leam that the sales of this firm 

extend over the whole of Upper Canada, as well as a considerable portion 
of the western section of the .Tx>wer province, and we were more than 
ever surprised when on being shown their books, we found that even our 

American cousins had favoured them with orders for some of the articles 
manufactured by them, and thus by the inexorable logic of self interest 

acknowledging their superiority over those supplied by their own 
establishments.

The Messrs. Noxon have commenced to manufacture the celebrated Ball’s 
Ohio Mower and Reaper, and with their usual shrewdness and tact have 

obtained their patterns from the inventors (original ones) thus at the 
very outset securing the means of producing a perfect machine by first 
obtaining a perfect pattern; and although the expense of these patterns 
has been very enormous, they, as we think, wisely preferred to incur it 
rather thin attempt (what all mechanics kbow to be an impossibility) to 
make a perfect working machine from imperfect patterns, such as they 
cannot fail to be when taken from an ordinary machine; but notice, as a 
mist favourable feature in connection with their business, that they use 

only the best quality of stock, and in their yard may be found some of 
the best brands of American Pig Iron, which is so famous for making a 

very superior quality of casting for all kind-s of machinery requiring 
great strength and durability, such as is especially needed in const
ructing a really good reaper. The difference in American iron, and that 

commonly in use is greater than most people are aware of; it resembles 
more the toughness and strength of wrought iron than the brittleness 

and general unreliability of ordinary cast iron. This firm certainly 

deserves very great credit for the readiness which they have always 
shown to avail themselves of every means to improve the kind and quality
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of the implements novr .in use, and we take tills to be, in a great measure, 
the secret of their success — They us« only the best materials, and 

employ only the best workmen. Every article manufactured by them is 

subject to their personal inspection, and is warranted to work as 
represented. They are both practical farmers, and are the more quick 

to discover and adopt the various improvements that are advantageous 
and profitable to this class of their customers. Our friends the farmers 
may rely on finding the Messrs. Noxon perfectly upright in all their 
business transactions, and we would advise any of them who may want a 

first class mower and reaper to give them a call, feeling assured their 
machines will be fopnd in many respects superior, and in every respect 
equal to any manufactured in the country.
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The success of the Noxon Company is indicated in these two reports from the Oxford

County Gazeteer:

1862: ”Ingersoll contains two foundries, one carried on by W. Eastwood, in which he 

manufactures threshing, reaping and mowing machines, agricultural implements, &c., 
having thirty hands in his employment and a twelve-horse power engine in active 
operation. Mr. Eastwood’s establishment turns out work to the annual value of 
$25,000; the other foundry is that of J. & 3. Noxon, who do a large business as 
founders and machinists, and manufacture all kinds of machinery in iron and wood 
work — grain separators, reapers and mowers, to the extent in value of $12,000 

yearly”

1867: ”In manufactories the tom is now well represented in almost every department, 
containing two large foundries — one carried on by W. Eastwood, in which he 

manufactures threshing, reaping, mowing and sawing machines, agricultural 

implements, &c. Mr. Eastwood's establishment turns out work annually to the value 
of about $30,000. It was established in 1839. The other foundry is that of J. & S. 

Noxon, who are largely engaged in the manufacture of all kinds of agricultural 

implements, mowing, reaping and sawing machines, &c. Their manufacture amounts to 
over $25,000 per annum.”

It is also obvious from these reports that the Noxen Company was taking business

away from the Eastwood foundry: between 1862 and 1867, the Noxen Company increased

their yearly business by more than 100%, while the Eastwood foundry only had a

20% increase. By 1876, there was no mention of the Eastwood foundry in the

Gazeteer report; although there is no evidence of this, it is quite possible that

the Noxon Company had forced Eastwood out of business.

In any event, there was obviously an unfriendly rivalry between Eastwood and the

Noxons, as the following exchange of letters indicates:
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Ingersoll Chronicle, July 17, 1857

MOWING and REAPING MACHINES

To the Editor of the Chronicle.

DEAR SIR, — In connexion with the trial of Mowing Machines, which took 
place last Saturday on the farm of James Henderson, Esq., North Oxford, we 
beg a small space in your columns to make one or two explanatory remarks 
concerning the performance of Paterson’s machine at the trial. The machine 
had not cut a blade of grass, or in any way been tried, and put in the most 
exact working order before being taken upon the ground, as were the machines 
of V/. Eastwood and H.P. Brow, which gave them a decided advantage over 
Paterson’s machine, inasmuch as machinery of every description performs 

more satisfactorily after its working capacity has been tested, and everything 
necessary to its greater utility in operating has been supplied. We 

therefore offer a prize — amount unlimited — to the proprietor or any 
other party owning a machine of the same manufacture as the one that was 
awarded the first prize at said trial, who will prove the superiority of 
that machine in a trial, where a specified quantity of grass cut in the 
shortest space of time, with the greatest ease for horses, and in the most 
workmanlike manner, shall be required.

Yours Respectfully,
J. & S. Noxon.

Ingersoll Chronicle, July 24, 1857

To the Editor of the Chronicle.

SIR, — I ask the favour of a small space in answer to the letter of J.& S. 

Noxon, Agents for the Belleville Mower and Reaper. It appears the gas is 
not all blown off or burnt out yet. I would just say for the information 

of J. & S. N. that the machine which gained the first prize, manufactured at 
Mr. W. Eastwood’s Foundry, was not got up for that especial occasion, as it 

was sold to James Henderson, Esq., two weeks previous to the trial — and we 

naturally suppose all manufacturers send out their machines ready for work.

As soon as the grain is ready to cut we are quite willing to test the 

reaping part of our machine. I think sir, when professed manufacturers of 
Fanning Implements try to push off articles manufactured two or three 
hundred miles away, it is not likely to build up our town and increase its 
prosperity.

Yours respectfully,

John Powers.



COUNTY OF OXFORD GAZETTEER,

TH.iMES STREET

MAXrrACTCKrxs or

THRASHING MACHINES, 
OULTIV ATOR.3, 

PLOWS, ROOT SLICERS,

IE3 GENERAL.
J. a g. NOXCOT.

Early advertisement, dating from the period 1856 - 1872
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1872 - 1900

In 1872, the Noxon Company vas incorporated and became the "Noxon Brothers 

Manufacturing Company Limited". James retained his position as President, 

Samuel was Secretary and Treasurer, Freeman was the Superintendent and the other 

two brothers were involved in work outside the factory.

At the same time, the factory was relocated in a large new building on five acres of 

land on the other side of Thames Street. This new plant was the largest and most 

modern in Ingersoll. The whole building was heated by steam; the office was lit by 

gas, but there were no lights in the factory: instead, the shop area was lighted by 

a large number of skylights in the roof. Their communication facilities were the 

best: the Dominion, Montreal and American Express Telegraph companies had branch 

offices right in the Noxon office. They also had their own railway siding and 

shipping bays. All in all, it was a very expensive and ambitious operationo

In 1867, the company had been doing business worth $25,000 a year; by 1876 though, 

according to the gazeteer report, their annual business revenue had increased to 

a quarter of a million dollars:

1876: "Of the many notable establishments in Ontario for the production of 
agricultural implements, machinery, &c., that known as the Noxon Brothers Co. 

of Ingersoll is perhaps the most extensive. It was established in 1856 and 
incorporated in 1872, with entirely new premises of most elaborate proportions, 

at a cost in buildings alone of upward of $35,000. It gives employment to an 
average of 130 skilled workmen, with a yearly business of a quarter of a 

million dollars."





Floor Plan o? Noxorj FaoVor-^
Dra^n $or- CiKxeni lntu«-ar\ac Co.^Xpp^o < . 1890.
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The Noxons were producing agricultural implements in great quantity, without 

eompromi’sing qualitye They were known as a reliable and trustworthy company and 

were already beginning to establish markets in Europe. By 1880, they were 

producing about 1,500 reapers and mowers and about 1,000 grain drills a year.

The Noxon grain drills, known as the ’’Hoosier", attracted much attention at the 

International Centennial Exhibition held at Philadelphia in 1876 and were 

considered to be one of the best drills produced anywhere on the North American

continent.



The Hoosier Needs No Introduction.
Over 4o,t)()0 Drills and Seeders of our manufac

ture in use in Canada. The only Drill made with 
lever for instant and perfect regulation of depth of 
hoe in all kinds of soil while team is in motion. 
Sows absolutely correct to scale; saves seed, as 
every kernel is deposited at a proper depth to 
grow. Purchase only the best and you will be 
satisfied. We also manufacture Binders, Bcapers, 
Mowers, Bakes, Cultivators, and Pulpers, as good 
as the best. Send for illustrated catalogue.

HCXOU BROS. LIFG. GO., Limited, Ingersoll, 0r:*., Canada.

THE D. 12 GQLW.^3 IS ft EMM. OF S83CESS.
The only Cultivator made that both lines of teeth 

will cut an even depth in the ground. Examine it and 
you will seo why. The only Cultivator with a movable 
tooth seat so that the tingle of the teeth can be regulated 
to suit tiny condition of soil. Pressure can be regulated 
to act differently on every section requiring it. The 
teeth are curried between the wheels instead of trailing 
behind, as in other machines, thus securing lighter 
draught. This machine is furnished with, grain and 

It has reversible dia
mond steel points for 
the teeth ; also extra 
wide thistle - cutting 
points can be fur
nished. Examine it 
and you will buy no 
other.

NOXON BROS. MFC. GO., 
Lisiitd, Ingersoll, Ontario,. 
Ocnada.

grass seed box when required.

1 A J - ro r» n + **
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Ite Bufalo A?’-St(J8! Disc Harrow.
This is the only Disc 

Harrow made or sold in 
Canada having independ
ent adjustable spring pres
sure upon the inner ends 
of tb.e gang discs, allowing 
any amount of pressure to 
be thrown upon the inner 
ends of the gangs by the 
foot of the operator. By 
tin's means a perfectly flex
ible action is secured, and the ground can be worked at 
a uniform depth. Examine this machine carefully and 
compare with others.

itK. CO., UNITED,
INGERSOLL, ONTARIO.

'Q



A ou are never certain that your seeding will be properly done unless you use a Hoosier 

Drill and Seeder with it. There is no doubt about it.

NOXON BROS. MANUFACTURING CO., Am INGERSOLL, ONT.

from the Farming Digest, August 1897

There are more Hoosier Drills of our manufacture in use in 
i Canada than of all other kinds combined.

GITARA7JTEED 'Tiffin 15E2S5T DWICIv AIEA.OIC
Perfect anil instantaneous rejntlal ion 01 dejitli of 1 Iocs in all kinds ol soil. 'I HE < >XI A PER

FECT FORCE FEED in use. Tin- thorough equipment of our factory with the latest, 
improved labor-saving nuubinery and a largely in. reused output. enables us Io oiler the 
Hoosier Drill and all other i m piemen! s of our man Ui act u re at prices lower than ever before.

For catalogue, prices and terms, see our local agents throughout the country, or send to 
our ofllce. x

NOXON BROS. MANUFACTURING CO’Y (Ltd.),
In f>crsi>l 1. Ontario. 3J9-l-b-<>

from the Farmer*s Advocate, March 1893



from the Fanning

Digest, May 1897

Noxon Steo^Binder

The mcst perfect combination in principle 
anil construction. . . ...............................  ■

IsNoxon Bros, Co., IL/td^
\ 1 rNGZ5RSOCT^ Ontario-

from the Ingersoll

Chronicle, 1898

Tha Buffalo All-Steel Disc Harrow.
This fa the only Disc Harrow made or sold in Can

ada, haying independent, adjustable spring prea- 
sur^upon the inner ends of the gang discs, ellov/insf. • 
any emcuut of pre^ure to be thrown upon the 
inner ends of the gangs, by the foot of the operator. ' 
By this means a perfect!}’ flexible action is secured' 
and the ground can be worked to a uniform depth. 
Examine this Machine carefully and compare w ith 
others,

The No. 12 Cultivator.
Is a Marvel op Success. The only Cultivator 

made that both lines of teeth will cut an even depth 
in the ground. Examine i’and you will see why. The 
only Cultivator with a me. ea’.be tooth set so that 
the angle of the ‘.eeth can be regulated to suit any 
condition of soil, Pressure cad be regulated to oct 
differently on every section re pairing it. The teeth 
are cankd between the which instead cf trailing 
ehind, as in other machiors thus securing lighter 

draft This mchioe is jurn’ished with grain and 
grass seed l>o\ when required. It has reversible 
diamond steel Doints fcr "he tefcih ; also, extra wide 
thistle-cutting points can h? ■ zrriHhed. Examiue it> 
and you will buy no other

1 he Best Drill Made.
• The < o* * r eeib ? o Introduction;

Over 10,000 Drills and Seeder- of our manufacture 
n use i.-» Canada. Theoniv Drill nude with lever for ' 

instant and perfect regulation of depth of hoe in all 
kinds of soil, while tiarn is in motion. Sowa cbm- 
hitely correct to scale ; raven need, as every kernel ia . 
deposited at a proper depth to grow. Purchase only 
the best and you will be r^tibded-

We aljo manufacture Bi..dvre, Reapers, Mowons •' 
Rakes, Cultivators a.<d Pulpers, as good as the best. 
Send for illustrated cUx-fogue.

NOXON BROS. MFG.00.>(Limited) 
Ingersoll, Oat...Canada.

DENNIS & KNEAL, Agents, 
Ingersoll, Ont.



from the Farmer's Advocate, January 1898

The Noxon Co. issued advertising tokens,as 

illustrated above. Made of tin.
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1900 - 1915

By the turn of the century, the Noxon Company was one of the largest manufacturers 

of agricultural implements in Ontario. They had expanded into an international 

organization, shipping their products throughout Canada, the United States, England, 

France, Germany, Holland, Russia, Austria and Belgium and even as far.as New 

Zealand and Australia. Ingersoll was the head office for all operations; London 

was the distribution center for Europe; Winnipeg and Saskatoon were regional centers 

for the west. The Praries were a very important market for the Noxon Company and 

they had a separate agency (the Tudhope - Anderson Coo) to handle their business in 

the west.

Large scale distribution to European markets did not really get under way until 

the turn of the century. Mr. Diggs can remember the time when he was sent to 

erect the first Noxon binder and harvester in Holland: "At the age of 17 (1903), 

I was sent to erect the first harvester and binder that was ever operated in 

Holland...near Rotterdam, in the rural district, at a place called Maas Luis...it 

was a very small community...1 can remember erecting that binder, a five-foot 

binder...it took three of their horses to pull it. .'.farmers came from miles around 

to see that thing stafct... everybody was delighted."

The Noxon binders were almost as famous as their Hoosier drills. Although they only 

started to produce binders in the 1890’s, by the turn of the century they were 

producing an average of 400 a year. An important innovation made their binders 
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eveh more popular: the Noxons devised a sheaf carrier which was attached to the 

binder. Formerly, the sheaves of grain were simply kicked out by the binder and 

had to be individually picked up and arranged in a stook of five or six sheaves. 

The sheaf carrier collected the sheaves as they were kicked out by the binder and 

deposited them in ready-made stocks.

There seemed to be no limit to the number of different implements produced by the 

Noxons: mowers, ten-foot wide hay rakes, diggers, ploughs, harvesters, hay tedders, 

an eight-foot side-rake to rake the hay into windrows, hay loaders, two and three 

wheel spring-toothed cultivators, seed drills, a combined reaper and mower, threshing 

machines, sawing machines, root slicers, harrows, field rollers, straw cutters, 

road scrapers, pulpers, &c. They even produced a few non-agricultural products: 

stoves, sleighs, and for a very short time, sewing machines.

An article in the 1907 Industrial Ingersoll Illustrated provides a good summary

of the Noxon operation:

In the front rank of the establishments for supplying the ever- 

increasing demand for the most improved and efficient machinery for 

use on the farm we find the Noxen Works, fully prepared to maintain 

and enhance an enviable reputation acquired by a half a century of 

diligent study, expensive experimenting, and the application of expert 
mechanical skill in the production of the Very best, most efficient 

and most reliable implements to assist the thrifty and progressive 
agriculturist in making his avocation both pleasant and profitable. 

The Noxon Implement Works were established by the Noxon Brothers in 

1856, the site of the foundry being now occupied by the Ellis Furniture 
Factory. After the first railway was built through Ingersoll the 
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establishment was moved to the present location in order to 

obtain the advantages of better transportation facilities. From 

time to time the capacity and equipment of the concern has been 
increased so that at present it covers an area of five acres and 
employs a large staff of men £in 1907, close to 300 men] • 

The machines and implements produced by this firm are made for 
utility and durability, and the material used in their construction 

is carefully selected, tested and finished up by skilful, competent 
mechanics in every department, so that purchasers may rely on 
receiving the very best cultivating, seeding and harvesting machinery 
for practical use when they place an order with a Noxon agento 
C.W.Riley is President, W.F.Johnston, general manager; J.W.Cudlipp, 

superintendent; Cecil Johnston, sales manager and Mr. J. Anderson, 
office manager.
The annual output of the works reaches about a million dollars, and 

the wages and salaries aggregate about $100,000 a year.

A large part of the Noxon success can be directly attributed to their staff. The 

foremen were all experts in their own f?.eld and were given a lot of power within 

the organization. Each foreman, for example, had total control over the hiring 

and firing for his individual department. The picture on the next page, taken in 

1906, shows the foremen in the company. From left to right they are: back 

row - Dick Petrie, machine shop; Al Gregory, blacksmith shop; Bill Porteous, 

vise shop and assembly; center row - Joseph Armour, paint shop; Herb Bullock, 

shipping room; front row - James Vance, woodwork shop (Vance, incidentally, was 

the first man in Ingersoll to import Rhode Island Red chickens); John W. 

Cudlipp, superintendent; Ted Metherell, moulding shop.

The company reached a high plateau of prosperity from about 1906 to 1910, but



The Noxon foremen, 1906. Notice the edge of the company logo 
(the Maltese cross we have shown on the title page) in the 
lower right-hand corner of the picture.

Employees at the Noxon Co. of Ingersoll posed for this photo in 1906. The coihpany was to close before the 20s.
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then circumstances started to reverse this upward trend. A serious drought from 

1912 to 1914 destroyed much of the wheat crop on the Praries. This meant that new 

equipment sales to the Praries dropped drastically. Also, the fanners couldn’t 

afford to keep up payments for the equipment they already had and the Noxons were 

forced to re-possess the machinery for non-payment. In an attempt to avoid this, 

some of the farmers went so far as to sabotage their equipment and then return it 

as faulty merchandise. Consequently, literally hundreds of machines were returned 

and this deterioration of the Prarie market hurt the Noxon Company badly.

Then, in 1914> World War I broke out and shipments to Europe had to be stopped 

because of the danger in the Atlantic crossing.

The final blow came in the early months of the war. There are conflicting stories 

as to what actually happened. The most popular version seems to be that a large 

shipment (valued at approximately $100,000) of Noxon machinery was torpoeded and 

sunk on the way to Russia. Another story says that the shipment reached Russia, 

but payment was never received. The most reliable account is provided by Mr. Diggs 

He says that there was indeed a large shipment (mainly of binders) being sent 

to Russia but it was routed through New York. It was on the docks in New York 

when it was confiscated by American customs officials: because of the war, they 

had authority to stop all trans-Atlantic shipping. Apparently, the confiscated 

shipment was never returned to the Noxons and it was probably lost in all of the

confusiono
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In any event, the loss disrupted the Noxon Company altogether. By the end of 1914, 

the company was totally disorganized and only a skeleton staff remained in the 

factory. In the early months of 1915, they declared bankruptcy and quietly wen$ 

out of business.

No one took over the factory until 1919, as the following newspaper notices indicate:

The File Co. came to Ingersoll from Port Hope in the fall of 1918

and began making several varieties of files in 1919. Herbert Swallow 
was General Manager. The Morrow Co. sold the product of the company. 

It was located in a portion of the Noxon plant. It ceased operations 

around 1923-24.
About the same time as the File Co. started, a branch of the Bissell Co. 

of Elora began the manufacture of farm machinery in another part of the 
Noxon plant. After five years of operation it returned to Elora.

The New Idea Furnace Company came from Hamilton to Ingersoll in 1924.

This firm located in the former Noxon plant. The firm made stoves, 
furnaces, tobacco dryers and gray iron castings.

Ingersoll Weekly Chronicle, January 30, 1919.

A small army of mechanic# and labourers are engaged in work at the old 
Noxon plant, getting it in shape for the File Manufacturing Company 
and the Bissell Agricultural Manufacturing Company.

The renovations and improvements being effected are very extensive. 

Fire walls are being erected, the whole building is being divided into 
three plants, concrete floors are being put in, the north wall has been

tom down and a new one in process of building. A few weeks has made a

great difference in the appearance of the old plant, and those who were 
formerly engaged there will hardly recognize it.

The factory is now a lumber warehouse and is truly unrecognizable as the former

Noxon plant, once the most important industry in Ingersoll.
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APPENDIX — THE COMPLETE NOXON FAMILY TREE
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JAMES NOXON (1765-1842)
(Cdn. pioneer)

it is his descendents with whom 
we are concerned

* Samuel

Magdalene Lanor

Lydia

I
Dorland

Isaac
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la James Noxon

Settled in Hillier
la | Maria Noxon (1791- ^-HU-ldohn Haight

I lb 
Arnold

2b 
James

3b
Henry

4b 
Anthony

5b
Maria

45

5b Maria Noxon Branch (la)

5b | Maria Ha ightjjl., poster NiTesI

| Merrick —™ Anna Gay~|

Arnold

j^Seabornj m' ^Ethel Caverley



46

2a James Noxon

Gilbert (1796-1805) Noxon2a 
drowned in childhood

47

3a James Noxon

settled in Hillier
3a [james Noxon Jm. 'Catherine Morden I 

I (1797-1836) j । i (1796-1845)| 
born in
Sophiasburg j

Ann

? 2c
Gilbert

3c
Elizabeth

! 4c
Richard

l

i 5c
Lucretia

; 6c
Lanor

Sarah
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1c son James Noxon branch

settled in Hillier
1c | Ann Noxon|._mJJ'seiim Pettit]

Hiram

James

Miles

Adelaide

Emily

Elizabeth A.

Celia

Robert

Sylvanus

Anna L.
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2c son James Noxon Branch

settled in Hillier

i 
Richard J.

Gilbert H.

50

3c son James Noxon Branch

I-------------------
3c (Elizabeth Noxon I- unmarried
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4c son James Noxon Branch

settled in Wellington

4c Richard Noxonl m. Melissa Garret

settled in Hillier
Talbert G.j 

settled in Hillier
| Phillip Greer J_. .. .... -m ’------ Elva |

No children

Nettie

Claude
I

Searl

Phillip

52

5c son James Noxon Branch

settled in Hillier
5c [Lucretia Noxon| m. Henry Palmer

no children
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6c son James Noxon Branch

6c Lanor Noxon - unmarried
- settled in Bloomfield

54

7c son James Noxon Branch

settled in Hillier



4a James Noxon

settled in Sophiasburg

4a Jonathon Noxon
(1799-1874)

in 1821

Elizabeth

Sarah

Maria

James

Reuben

Lydia

Jonathon D.

Jemima Way 
(1802-1890)

Phillip 8d

Caleb 9d

J
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Id Jonathon's Branch

Id

settled in Bloomfield

Clarissa White

Jemima White

57

2d Jonathon's Branch

2d Sarah Noxon m. (Elisha Talcott
1________________________
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3d Jonathon's Branch

3d Maria Noxon - unmarried 
(b. 1827) - settled Bloomfield

59

4d Jonathon's Branch

settled in Bloomfield

Willet Dorland

James Noxon 
m. 2nd 
Susanna 
Hendrie



60

le Jonathon's Branch

m.—Miss Bia

children

in Brighton

in Picton

1960

Ross Pearsoil

Keith Persoll—m. —Margaret Fraser

Gena Pearsall — m. -1st—Dayton Wark killed in car accident

x— Mr. Hambly
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2e Jonathon's Branch

no children
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5d Jonathon’s Branch

settled in Bloomfield

James E. Noxon

Elma A. Noxon

Sarah E. Noxon
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6d Jonathon's Branch

settled in Bloomfield

Lydia Noxon 
(1833- )

Stewart Brown]

settled in Bloomfield

Emma Dorothy Geo.
Leavens * Dickie 
(-1963)

Bertha

Ruth
Leavens
(1913-)

settled in Ottawa
Mary
Leavens —m. —John Dornan 
(1915-)

John _m__ Judy
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7d Jonathon's Branch

settled in Montoe County 
New York

no children
65

8d Jonathon's Branch

settled in North Dakota

8d Phillip Noxon 
(b. 1840)

Catherine Armitage

Elwin I. Noxon m___ Lottie Snider 
\_______ I

■——1

Elmer 
I 

Jonathon Noxon Gladys

Pearl

Ella Noxon George

Eugene

Marian Noxon

Stephen Noxon — m___  Daisy McPherson

I Malcolm
I I .Emma L. Jessie

Helen
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9d Jonathon's Branch

9d

settled in Bloomfield

no children



67

*5a son James Noxon Branch

settled in Hallowell

5a Samuel Noxon 
(1801-1876)

__m Rhoda White

Maria

Angelina

Cornelius

Freeman

James

Samuel

W i11i am

Alfred
I 

Dorland
I
I 

Allen

Elmira

Stephen

Calvin

Thomas

If

2f

3f

7f

8f

9f

lOf

Ilf

12f

13f

14f
J 
J 
J
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If Samuel Branch

settled in Maine

If Maria Noxon m. in 1844 John Saylor 
(1821- )

Freeman

Herman

Ashton

Elgin

Emily J.

Marshall 
i

Franklin
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2f Samuel Branch

settled in Bloomfield

Martha Jane— m___ Mr. Stanton
Hubbs I

Myra—m._ Mr. Mitchell

Rhoda Elias
Hubbs m"— Young
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3f Samuel Branch

settled in Hallowell

3f Cornelius Noxonj m. in 1853 . Phoebe Stinson

settled in Chicago

Florence Noxon__ ___ _Wm. Trumpour
(1857- ) ।

Norman Trumpour

Alice Gertrude Noxon__  __ Finley Morden
(1859- ) m’

no children

71

4f Samuel Branch

4f

Wilbur R.S. Noxon

* one of the 5 brothers
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5f Samuel Branch

settled in Toronto

James

settled in Ingersoll
Florence A. --  m.--- Dr. F.D. Canfield

L
settled Toronto Margaret Grace Canfreld

Georgina-----m. ______.William C.
B . Furby I

I
George
Courtland T.
Kenneth Furby

Nellie

Margaret J.

Samuel H.

John E. Died young

Elmira died young

* one of the five brothers and President.
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6f Samuel Branch

6f

settled in Hallowell

Josephine A

Ada L

Herbert S. died of diptheria

Olive Noxon

* one of the five brothers

74

7f Samuel Branch

settled in Bloomfield
7f J^William Noxon — m.—Armenta BrqughJ

no children
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8f Samuel Branch

settled in Montana

1 son

76

9f Samuel Branch

settled in Toronto

9f l*Dorland Noxon!___ nu____L^j~Emma Cunningham! 

xm.________ [Emily Morden|

Richard Standen

Alfred Tennyson 

Allan Dorland

I
Edna Augusta Noxon

* one of the five brothers
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lOf Samuel Branch

Lettie G. Noxon — m.—Neil McLean

twins who died in 
infancy

Nellie Gladys

78

Ilf Samuel Branch

settled in Ingersoll

Ashton

Helen
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12f Samuel Branch

settled in Ingersoll

Louisa died young

Marian unmarried

* one of five brothers

80

13f Samuel Branch

13f Calvin Noxon - unmarried

81

14f Samuel Branch

settled in California

14f Thomas H. Noxonj_ m. in 1.868 Ida Augusta Bullj 
(1851- )

Herbert L. Noxon— m. — Gertrude Barrett

one daughter
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James Noxon Branch

settled in Hillier
6a Magdalene Lanor Noxonj m. 1st Richard Morden

Lydia

Jonathon

Wilson

_ ,. 4g diedPatience

Gilbert $$

James B.

Catherine

Elizabeth

Susan

Sarah ^^g

David llg

m. 2nd Joseph Hazard

J
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2g Magdalene 1s Branch

7g Magdalene Branch

2 children
84

7g I Catherine —m._  __  Webb

85

9g Magdalene Branch

9g Susan Morden—m.— James Calnan

Albert Edward $$ a 
( -1936)

a minister in
Margaret Calnan---—---Charles Daley

— Edward 

Vancouv v

— 2 daughters

Elizabeth----m.Hollatt Anderson
'—Howard — m.—Ruth Gilbert

I— Catherine

Lenna-------m.-----Charles Pearce
L_ winnifred Pearce—m.— ?

4 children



86

Magdalene Branch

9g-a Albert Edward Calnan
(d. 1936)

Gertrude Thompson
(d. 1969)

Lindlay m. in 1925 Elinor Boldrick
(1898-1972) of Texas

publisher and 
editor of 
Picton Gazette

Elinor—m.—Thomas Eberlee

Patricia-m.-David Taylor

-Michael

James

Edith died young

Marjorie—m. —Edward Johns

7a James Noxon Branch

settled in Sophiasburgh
7a ’ Lydia Noxon — m. —j Peter Fox

James

Zilpah

John

Henry

Elizabeth

Dorland

Shadrach Fox
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8a James Noxon Branch

settled West Lk. , Hillier

8a Dorland Noxon
(b. 1807)

m. in 1829 1st Susan Mary Stephenso

John Stephenson 
। 2h

Susan Elizabeth

m. in 1842 2nd Emma Jane Townsend

3h,James Dorland

m J TV 4h
Townsend W.

IMarshall B.

Franklin F. 6h
r, • । „ 7h

Benjamin C.

Sarah E.

Ih Dorland Branch

settled in Wellington

Ih John Stephenson Noxon!—m.— Miss Walters

no children



90

2h Dorland Branch

settled Pasadena, California

2h

Mary M.

Lydia
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3h Dorland Branch

settled in Sophiasburg, P.E. Co.

3h James Dorland Noxon 
(1844-1930)

— m. in 1885- Mary Jane Hubbs 
(1860-1941)

settled in Sophiasburg
Harold Townsend — m.—Jetta Maude Doolittle 
(1886-1958) (1886-19 )

*- no children

Alfred H 
(1888-19

ubbs 
10) died of pneumonia

settled Sophiasburg, then Pictor

Emma Gert 
(1891-

rude__ 
)

Hanson Donahue Huff 
m. 1913—(1888-1950)

“Marion Gertrude—m-- Albert Baker 
(1914- ) 1940 Olding

(1916-1973)

-David Andrew

-Margaret Jane

l-James Donald — m.-Margery

“Annie Beatrice — m-- David Oliver
(1916- ) Lawrence

(1916- )_

■Robert David
-Michael John
-James Donahue
•■Charles Oliver

Elizabeth Mills



92

4h Dorland Branch

settled in St. Louis

Townsend W.— m._ ?

no children

93

5h Dorland Branch

settled in Sophiasburg 
5h Marshall B. [— m.— Zenana Doolittle

Stephen

94

6h Dorland Branch

6h Franklin F. unmarried

settled in Colorado



95

7h Dorland Branch

7h

settled in Colorado

May M

Clifford

Beatrice

96

8h Dorland Branch

settled in Hallowell

8h Sarah E. —m. — Arnold Foster
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9a James Noxon Branch

settled in Sophiasburgh

Isaac J. ’
i 

Grant ’

4 •Davis *
I 5 •

Bell »

IGertrude •
I 7 •

George R. ’

98

1: Isaac Branch

1; Elizabeth A. m. John D. Lambert 
--------------------
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2i Isaac Branch

settled in Steuben Co., N.Y

Isaac J. Noxon—m Ruth Huntley

1

Dora

I
Edith

I
James

Mills

100

3i Isaac Branch

settled in Toronto

Grant Noxon —m.— Phelana Peterson

Maud

Clewes

101

4i Isaac Branch

settled in Duluth

Eva

Isaac



102

5i Isaac Branch

settled in N.Y.

5i Bell Noxon m.— Mr. Bradley

103

6i Isaac Branch

settled in Picton

Walter

Jennie
I

I. Frith

George



104

7i Isaac Branch

settled in U.S

7i George R. Noxon — m Dell Towner

Cecil

James I

105

10a James Noxon Branch

settled in Pickering

Elizabeth
I

David
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In search of illustrious
local family’s history

BY CHERYL STEWART

It is the late 1800’s. In a 
castle-like house on the hill 
on Noxon Street, people are 
dancing and laughing and in 
general having a good time. 
It is the house of James 
Noxon, once one of the most 
prominent families in the 
Ingersoll area.

There are no Noxon’s left 
in Ingersoll today, but 
Courtland and Pamela 
Noxon of Don Mills are 
searching out the Noxon 
family .roots, and have un
covered some fascinating 
facts about their family and 
their years in the area.

So far, they have been able 
to trace the Noxon’s back to 
the late 1600’s in New York 
State. It was Thomas 
Noxon’s great-grandson 
James who came to Canada, 
to Prince Edward County 
near Belleville, in 1784. His 
grandson James came in 
1853 with his brother Samuel 
and settled in the area.

James started as a clerk in 
the hardware business, but 
soon discovered because of 
the great agricultural 
business in the area, there 
was a need for a company to 

manufacture farm im
plements. The Noxon 
Brothers Company was 
formed in 1856 on the site of a 
previous company on 
Thames Street South. In_ 
1872, the company moved to 
where Maude Wilson 
Memorial Pool now stands

and was incorporated as a 
joint stock company.

At one time, this company 

was Ingersoll’s chief in
dustry and it employed well 
over 100 men when in full 
production. The Noxon 
brothers had a reputation of 
making good, long-wearing 
dependable machinery.

During his years in 
Ingersoll, James Noxon was 
involved in many things 
besides his family business. 
He was Reeve from 1866- 
1867, councillor from 1864- 
1865, and Mayor of the Town 
of Ingersoll in 1884, 1885 and 
1887. It was shortly after he 
was re-elected to his third 
term as Mayor, that he 
accepted the management of 
the Patterson Brothers 
factory in Woodstock.

James was also very in
volved in the cheese arid 
dairy industry in the county 
and was president of the 
Dairymen’s Association for 
many years. The Noxon 
brother’s company was 
responsible for producing 
the press which made the 
Mammoth Cheese in 1866. 
That same year, James and 
Samuel won an award at a 
provincial exhibition for the 
best cheese press.

James was appointed 
Inspector of Prisons and 
Charities for Ontario in 1892 
and held the position until he 
resigned in 1905.

The beautiful house on 
Noxon Street was built by 
James for $10,000 in 1874. 
Such dignitaries as Sir 
Wilfred Laurier visited and 
enjoyed the premises in 1885. 
Dr. Angus McKay, who was 
MPP for Oxford County for 
16 years, bought the house in 
1899 and sold it to the town in 
1909 for $6,520 to be used as a 
hospital, named Alexandra 
Hospital.

Another .,of_ James’ 
brothers, Stephen, who came 
Ito. Ingersoll in 1865, was a 
supporter of the hospital 
project and a ward was 
named after his wife, Louise 
Noxon. She furnished the 
ward in memory of their 
daughter who had died very 
young in life.

Two other brothers also 
came to Ingersoll,'Thomas 
and Freeman in 1869. 
Thomas moved to California 
in 1900 but Freeman 
remained in Ingersoll until 
his death in 1917.

According to Pamela 
Noxon, the Noxon Brothers 
Company left the Noxon 
hands about 1900. The 
downfall of the company 
came in 1915 with the out
break of the First World War 
and three successive seasons 
of crop failure in 1912, 1913 
and 1914. It eventually 
ceased operations in 1923.

Courtland and Pamela 
Noxon have found that 
James was Courtland’s 
great-grandfather and 
James had a son William 
who is Courtland’s grand
father.

All of this information 
fascinates the Noxon’s and 
each little tidbit they fall 
upon about their family 
history only makes them 
want to seek more in
formation.

“It’s just like putting a big 
jigsaw together,” said Mrs. 
Noxon. “Eventually we 
would like to gather all these 
things and have them placed 
in a museum,” she said.

The Noxon’s have 
travelled extensively in 
Ontario since they began 
searching out their roots 
about a-year-and-a-half ago. 
They have met many in
teresting people and have 
found relatives they had 
never heard of or seen 
before.
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Hospital ever-changing
Today, Alexandra Hos

pital is a modern hospital 
with all the facilities for 
expert medical care. Over 
the past year, the hospital 
had several activities and 
projects which were on
going and some were com
pleted.

A new roof was installed 
on the 1970 addition of the 
hospital, the new revised 
Disaster Plan was tested, 
the Health Promotion Pro
gram for retired citizens 
was activated, the Ingersoll 
Fire Department toured the 
facility, the hospital was 
publicly inspected, and data 
was forwarded to the Dist
rict Health Council for their 
bed study project.

As well, the Lions Club 
| donated a projector for 

educational purposes, and a 
cassette recorder was do
nated by a community cit
izen in memory of a deceas
ed family member. The 
Ladies Auxiliary forwarded 
$11,000 to the hospital for the 
purchase of equipment.

The length of stay for 
patients in the hospital was 
reduced last year and it is 
now just over seven days. 
An ear, nose and throat 
clinic was added to the 
out-patient services, and 
Dr. David M. Smith, a 
specialist in this area joined 
the staff of the hospital.

Several new pieces of 
equipment were provided 
for the use of the hospital 
including a cystoscope, two 
new gas machines and two 
ventilators for the operating 
room, and a portable opth- 

, alm'ascbpe and cast saw for 
the emergency department.

Alexandra is now a thriv
ing part of the community 
with many services avail
able to both the patients and 
the community. The hos
pital has many programs 
geared to the community 
including its senior citizens 
program and its pre-natal

Alexandra Hospital came 
about as a result of the 
generosity of a local physic
ian Dr. Angus McKay in the 
early 1900’s. He purchased a 
beautiful castle-like home 
from James Noxon who had 
built the estate on Noxon 
Street in 1874, and sold the 
home to be used as a 
hospital.

In 1909, the need for a 
hospital in Ingersoll was 
growing as there were only 
private hospitals and pri
vate nurses available for 
medical service. There was 
a sanatorium run by a 
trained nurse and an assist
ant, but this was not what 
the area residents desired, 
so the medical people in the 
community rooted the idea

classes.

Former Noxon home
was town s first hospital

of a hospital in 1908.
On January 28, 1909, a 

group of representative cit
izens met in the council 
chamber to consider the 
purchase of property which 
might be converted into a 
hospital. The McKay house 
was not the only one consid
ered by this group. They 
also looked at the George 
Christopher property on 
Thames Street North, and 
the Kirkwood property on 
Thames Street South, but 
Dr. McKay’s seemed to be 
the best offer. ■

He told the group * he 
would sell the home for 
$8,000, reserving the stable 
and also the field on the east 
side containing the cottage. 
He said he would give all 
gas and electric fixtures, 
the two ranges, a 90-gallon 
hot water boiler, and the 
bookcase in the library for 
the use of the hospital. He 
also contributed $2,000 to 
the building fund and said if 
the stable was removed, he 
would erect a shed suf
ficiently large to accom
modate four horses.

His offer was accepted 
and a committee was 
selected to solicit money to 
buy the home including 
Doctors Rogers, Coleridge, 
and Neff; Messrs. C.C.L. 
Wilson, Walter Mills, W.F. 
Johnston, J. Anderson Coul
ter, A.H. Ellis and F.W. 
Bain.

At a meeting on April 29, 
1909, Dr. McKay suggested 
the hospital be called “alex- 
andra,” in honor of 
Queen Alexandra, wife 
of the reigning sovereign. 
After the group agreed 
upon this, seven men 
were appointed as 
provisional directors of 
the hospital. As 
the campaign 
for funds continued, 
W.C. Forman, 
merchant, told the 
group meeting that 
JO per cent of all I

’ hK’Salbs for One 
month would be 
donated to the 
hospital fund. June 
8, 1909, Town 
Council made a grant 
of $1,000, and Dr. - 
Rogers reported that 
$8,000 had been secured 
by subscription to date.

At a general meeting of 
subscribers June 25, 1909, 
the following permanent di
rectors were appointed: 
George Sutherland, Ray
mond Hutt, Joseph Gibson, 
Stephen Noxon, Thomas 
Seldon, John E. Boles, and 
George Naylor. The follow
ing were also elected of
ficers for 1909-1910: presid
ent, George Sutherland.

The work of converting 
the home into a hospital was 
well underway during the 
summer of 1909, and the 
formal opening took place 
September 22„


