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FOREWORD
This booklet has been compiled as a rep re­

sentative account of the history of the Township
of South Norwich and its communities.

W e are deeply indebted to those who have
w ritten  the previous histories, for upon these this
book was built, supplem ented by the invaluable
m em ories of our elder citizens.

We are also m ost gra tefu l to  all o thers who
have given their time and loaned pictures.
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T o w n s h i p  o f  S o u t h  N o r w i c h

I n  1 9 2 0  t h e  U r e n  P r e h i s t o r i c  V i l l a g e  w a s  u n c o v e r e d  o n  L o t  8 ,  C o n ­

c e s s i o n  7 ,  o f  S o u t h  N o r w i c h  T o w n s h i p  a n d  f r o m  t h i s  f i n d  a n d  e x p l o r a t i o n

o f  n e i g h b o u r i n g  f a r m s  a l o n g  t h e  O t t e r  C r e e k ,  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  N e u t r a l

I n d i a n s  w h o  l i v e d  h e r e  c e n t u r i e s  a g o ,  w a s  g a i n e d .  F r o m  t h e  r e l i c s  u n ­

c o v e r e d  i t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e s e  e a r l y  i n h a b i t a n t s  w e r e  h o m e  k e e p i n g ,

i n d u s t r i o u s ,  f a i r l y  w e l l  c l o t h e d  a n d  f e d ,  g a y  a t  t i m e s ,  w a r r i o r s  w h e n

n e c e s s a r y ,  c a p a b l e  o f  c r u e l t y ,  a n d  s h o w i n g  s o m e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  p e r s e v e r a n c e

a n d  l o v e  o f  b e a u t y .

T h e s e  N e u t r a l  I n d i a n s  w e r e  w i p e d  o u t  i n  1 6 5 2  b y  t h e  I r o q u o i s ,  w h o

w e r e  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  w h i t e  p i n e  f o r e s t s  o f  N o r w i c h  T o w n s h i p  a t

t h e  t i m e  o f  E u r o p e a n  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  W h a t

a  c o n t r a s t  c a n  b e  v i s u a l i z e d  w h e n  o n e  t h i n k s  o f  t h e  s e t t l e r s  t r a v e l l i n g

t h r o u g h  t h e  f o r e s t s  a l o n g  b l a z e d  t r a i l s  t r a v e l l e d  b y  I n d i a n s  a n d  w i l d

a n i m a l s ,  i n s t e a d  o f  m o d e r n  h i g h w a y s .

I n  1 7 9 9 ,  W i l l i a m  H a n y b l y ,  a  d e p u t y  s u r v e y o r ,  b e g a n  t o  s u r v e y  N o r ­

w i c h  T o w n s h i p ,  l a y i n g  i t  o u t  i n  l i n e s ,  c o n c e s s i o n s  a n d  2 0 0 - a c r e  l o t s  b y

b l a z i n g  t r e e s  a n d  p l a c i n g  s t a k e s .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  i t  w a s  a  p o r t i o n  o f  N o r ­

f o l k  C o u n t y ,  b u t  i n  1 8 0 0  i t  b e c a m e  a  p a r t  o f  O x f o r d .

O n  J u l y  2 2 ,  1 8 0 0 ,  M r .  W i l l i a m  W i l c o c k s  o f  Y o r k ,  g r a n d f a t h e r  o f

R o b e r t  B a l d w i n ,  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  C r o w n  a  g r a n t  o f  1 5 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  l y i n g

e a s t  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  t o w n  l i n e  a n d  f r o m  t h e  1 s t  a n d  1 2 t h  C o n c e s s i o n s  o n e

m i l e  i n  w i d t h .

I n  1 8 0 8 ,  J o s i a h  G i l b e r t  b r o u g h t  t h e  f i r s t  h o r s e  t o  t h e  r e g i o n .  B y

1 8 1 1  t h e r e  w e r e  e l e v e n  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  T o w n s h i p  a n d  5 , 2 0 0  a c r e s  o f  l a n d

h a d  b e e n  t a k e n  u p .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  s e a s o n  3 2  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  h a d  b e e n  p u t

i n t o  c r o p  a n d  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  s e a s o n  7 3 5  a c r e s .  I n  1 8 1 7  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n

w a s  1 7 0 .  B y  1 8 2 0  t h e r e  w a s  a  s u r p l u s  o f  w h e a t  w h i c h  h a d  t o  b e  t e a m e d

6 0  m i l e s  t o  A n c a s t e r  - a  j o u r n e y  o f  t h r e e  d a y s .

I n  1 8 5 0  t h e  f i r s t  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  T o w n s h i p  o f  N o r w i c h  w a s  h e l d  i n

N o r w i c h  w i t h  G e r r y  D e  L o n g  a s  r e e v e  a n d  c o u n c i l l o r s  J o h n  G r i f f i n .

M i c h a e l  S t o v e r ,  T r u m a n  W i l c o x  a n d  A s a  D u r k e e .  T r u m a n  W i l c o x  w a s

r e e v e  i n  1 8 5 1  a n d  B e n j a m i n  H o l m e s  r e p l a c e d  D e  L o n g .  I n  1 8 5 2  A s a

D u r k e e  w a s  r e e v e

I n  1 8 5 5 ,  N o r w i c h  T o w n s h i p  w a s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  N o r t h  a n d  S o u t h  N o r ­

w i c h -  - t h e  6 t h  C o n c e s s i o n  b e i n g  t h e  b o u n d a r y  l i n e .

I n  1 8 5 6  t h e  f i r s t  r e e v e  o f  S o u t h  N o r w i c h  w a s  A s a  D u r k e e ,  w i t h

C o u n c i l l o r s  J e s s e  C o r n e l l ,  R .  B .  C r o m w e l l ,  C h a u n c e y  W i l c o x  a n d  D a v i d

R a n d a l l .  E .  M  S c h o o l e v  w a s  c l e r k  a n d  t r e a s u r e r .

— 1 —



T o w n  H all

In 1864, O tterville Town Flail was built b> the Sons of Tem perance.
The D ram atic Club, with the help of the town, moved it from near
where the B aptist Church now stands to the present site, put an addi­
tion at the back and bricked it up.

1882— H all C urtain

The hall was remodelled in the 1920’s and in 1939 was completely
remodelled, rem oving the gallery to enlarge the dance floor and ex­
cavating the basem ent to build the Library, C lerk’s Office, council
rooms, banquet hall and kitchen.

PARK
About the turn  of the centuiw Robert Paxton was instrum ental in

applying for a charter and sta rted  the O tte r Park  Company, selling
1,000 shares at $1.00 each. The money was used to clear an acre of land
and build a footbridge across the O tte r River. Later 10 acres w ere
added.

F ir st F o o tb r id g e  to P ark

About 1920, due to the necessity of building a new bridge, the O tter
Park  Company handed the Dark over to the Park Board, which also
governed the South Norwich Community Hall, with J. R. Johnson as
first president. Upon receiving a g ran t from the Governm ent, the hall
was remodelled and the new bridge built. Shortly afte rw ards booths,
kitchen, bath ing  house and dance pavilion wrere built.

In 1882 a drop curtain was painted by Tom Dearie depicting the
Main S treet of Otterville.
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S eco n d  B r id g e  w ith  B a th in g  P a v ilion In 1932 a m emorial to the boys of the F irst orld W ar was built
a t the entrance to the Park..

Cement Tennis Courts were built and in 1940 the ball diamond was
given floodlights.

In 1907 to com m em orate the centenary the cannon which was made
about 1807 was presented by the Federal Governm ent.

Ju ly  1, 1949, brought the opening of the South Norwich M emorial
Swimm ing Pool as a m emorial of W orld W ar II, m aking the park the
popular picnic spot of the countryside.

—5—



OTTERVILLE
In 1807 John E arl and Paul Avery received a g ran t of land from

the governm ent, w here they erected a gris t and saw mill ju st a little
above the present dam. They s ta rted  a succession of ow ners of this
mill and o thers—Cook and Galloway, Cromwell, Ferrie, and in 1845,
Edw ard Bullock.

In 1819, John Jones arrived from New Y ork S tate to take up a
g ran t of land w here C harter D avis’ farm  is at present, and family names
such as Cromwell, Cornell, Addison, V anbuskert and Johnston  were
now familiar.

The first store in South Norwich was opened in 1816 in O tterville
on the flat south of the bridge w ith W illiam Holmes as proprietor, and
in 1830 John Cornell s ta rted  the first post office in the town. In the
same year Asahel O atm an built the first tavern  of logs. It was kept by
Stephen Y arring ton  and occupied a site w here the Cleveland House la ter
stood.

In 1833 there  was a second hotel kept by a Mr. F lander. I t  stood
w here W ardell’s store now stands. L ate r there was the Cleveland
H ouse w here the feed store stands and the Bedford House w here the
Revere House was la te r situated.

L a s t  H o te l  —  R e v e r e  H o u s e
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In 1831, P e te r H am ilton and W illiam H ardy built an iron sm elting
furnace at Ball’s farm  on the banks of the O tter. An accident halted
this enterprise but even yet stone furnace blocks can be found there
and bog-rusty  iron can be dug up w here it was piled aw aiting  the
furnace.

A s a  D u r k e e ’s H a r n e s s  S h o p

In 1833, Asa D urkee built a tannery  and shoe and harness business,
and in 1834 P e te r W y att took up residence across the river from  him.

In 1854, David Stage built a foundry—one of the products being the
bell on the school. About this time the Erbs built saw and woollen
mills.

Betw een 1850 and 1860 in and around O tterville were no less than
12 steam  and 14 w ater mills, all cu tting  lumber, and nearly as m any
m ore m aking shingles. U ntil 1870 the lum bering of the w hite pine was
one of the principal industries.

Names of some of the businesses in effect during this time w ere W.
and A. Parsons Carriage W orks—begun in 1859; John F urlong Shingle
and Cooperage F acto ry— 1855 ; J. J. W arner M atch F acto ry— 1863—
am ong the first to make sulphur m atch e s ; Shaw & Pennington— 1872—
m anufacturers of doors and sash.

In the 1870’s the B urkholder Bros.—Charles and C hristopher—who
lived tw o miles east of O tterville, invented the Steelyard Stum ping
M achine which was used all over the country. These w ere made in a
blacksm ith shop there.



L o ssin g  M ills— 1880 P r e se n t  D am

In 1877 the mills at O tterville passed into the hands of E. M.
Schooley and in 1880 S. B. Lossing became owner. A t this tim e there
was a saw mill at the w est end of the dam and a woollen mill a t the east
end. These were connected by a footbridge.

In 1879, H. E. and J. E. Bullock of Chicago and W. F. Kay s ta rted
the O tte r Sw eeper Company, m aking the first sweepers in Canada.
L ate r the nam e was changed to the O tterville Mfg. Co. T hey made
piano stools, ornam ental grill w ork and o ther goods known throughout
Canada and abroad.

P r e se n t O tterv ille  M ill— E arly  1900's, and  C a sk e t F a cto ry .

- 1 0 -

O tterv ille  M fg . C o.
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This building stood dow ntow n as C rom well’s store and in 1837 a
num ber of rebel prisoners were confined in it under guard. One of the
women m anaged to throw  the guards’ guns in the river and the prisoners
escaped.

The w estern  end of O tterville was known as E rbtow n, nam ed afte r
Samuel Erb, who owned both a saw mill and a woollen mill. T here
w ere quite a num ber of houses and tw o churches—M ethodist and
Q uaker—w ith cem eteries.

In the earliest days the nearest m arket was A ncaster, 60 miles
away, but even in the 185O’s all products had to be team ed to P o rt Dover,
W oodstock and Ingersoll. H owever, w ork was s ta rted  on the W ood-
stock and Lake Erie railroad and nearly  com pleted when in 1854 the
chief prom oter was killed and the w ork abandoned. F inally through
the efforts of J. E. Bullock and Gilbert Moore of Norwich, construction
was taken up again and the railw ay from P o rt Dover to Lake H uron
completed. By this tim e m ost of the pine tim ber was cut and several
o ther railroads w ere near the village, including the B rantford-T illson-
burg  R.R. and the Canadian Southern now the M ichigan C entral—
passengers boarded at Cornell. S ta tio n  in the  D a y s o f M a tth e w  F u r lo n g ’s B us

B u ild in g  P r e se n t  R ailroad  B r id ge  A b o u t 1892

The first concession road opened in the Township was the 8th,
which in 1827 stretched  from  Springford to the E ast Q uarter Tow n Line.
Previous to this the only roads were crooked paths m eandering from
one neighbourhood to another.

P a v in g  M ain  S tr ee t



Richard Talbot had a contract and built the first road of plank from
Delhi to Ingersoll, collecting fees at toll gates. The last of these was
kept by W alter Reavely on the Coal Road. The Coal Road, a section
of the D elhi-Ingersoll road, was so named because logs w ere piled up,
covered w ith earth  and fired to produce a charcoal roadbed.

O tterv ille  F air

O tterv ille  B an d — 1870

Back row : 1, Dave C reighton; 2, “Big M el” D urkee; 3, Isaac Cable;
4, John Goodwin.

h ro n t row : 1, H enry W iltse (d ru m m er); 2, Will D urkee; 3, Moses
H irlong; 4, Billie D avis; 5, Alex. M cFarlane; 6, M elbourne “L ittle M el”
Durkee.

In 1865 the A gricultural Society was sta rted  w ith A. B. M oore as
president. For a num ber of years it was very successful and became
the O tterville Fair, held the first F riday and Saturday of each October.
It was looked forw ard to from year to year as we look forw ard to the
C.N.E. The O tterville Band, s ta rted  by John M cFarlane, Sr., was one
of the best around and furnished the music for the day. Music in the
Palace was provided by several musicians playing on the organs ex­
hibited. In 1922 the last fair was held and la ter the ground was sold
to J. R. Johnson. From  the old buildings the pavilion in the Com­
m unity P ark  was erected in 1924.

O ld W a ter  T o w er

In 1913 the first w ater system  was started . In 1948 these were
abandoned and a new tow er built on Mill S treet.

— 14— — 15—



P axton ’s Bank

Tn 1879, Mr. R obert Paxton  opened the first bank—a private one—■
and a post office. L ate r the T rad er’s Bank was opened in the present
post office building. In 1912 the T rad er’s Bank joined the Royal Bank
of Canada and moved to the Paxton building.

Trader’s Bank

Odd Fellow s Hall
Form erly  the Salvation Arm y Hall at the time the Salvation Arm y

was banned from the rest of the County.

Old Fire Hall
Shortly before 1880 a fire hall was built im m ediately w est of the

Com munity Hall. Its  bell was cast in 1876 by the Jones Foundry of
Troy, N.Y., and rung faithfully for more than 60 years by Mrs. Ruth
E lliott until the ringing as a time signal was dispensed with June 4, 1941.
In 1941 the present fire hall was built on the corner of Mill and Dover
S treets.

— 17—



Jail and A c e ty le n e  P la n t

CHURCHES
The first church in O tterville was bw lt in 1843 in Erbtow n. It was

a Q uaker Church. T here was also a M ethodist Church w est of the
Q uaker Church, built by Mr. Samuel Erb. In 1862 the coloured church
was built north  w est of the old Anglican Church.

<5? cJoAnJ Ch uvcn t
o n t i l ,  (D »r

A t one time part of the village w;as lighted by an acetylene plant.
H ydro was installed in 1916.

The jail or “cooler” was in use before 1880 and consisted of tw o cells
about 5’x6’ and a larger room. It served its purpose until about 1908,
when a large energetic occupant kicked the brick wall out and fled.

O ld  S t. J o h n ’s A n g lic a n  C hurch

About 1854 St. Jo h n ’s Anglican Church was built on a piece of land
given by Edw ard Bullock—part of the present cem etery.

P r e se n t  S t. J o h n ’s A n g lica n  C hurch

—19——18—
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In 1915 H enry Bullock donated some $20,000 for the building of the
present Anglican Church, parish hall and rectory  as a mem orial to  his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Edw ard Bullock. The rectory  was la ter sold.

M ethodist Church B efore 1918

In 1862 the O tterville New Con­
nexion M ethodist Church was built
across from  the present B aptist
Church by a man named W ilkinson.
The W esleyan M ethodists m et in
the B aptist Church. A fte r the
union of these tw o M ethodist
groups the fram e church was moved
over w here it now stands, bricked
and the basem ent built— 1884.

In 1918 it was com pletely
renovated and the outside steps en­
closed. In 1955 a m odern kitchen
and addition to the Sunday School
w ere added.

B aptist Church

In the spring of 1858 Rev. W illiam  H aviland of B urgessvdle came
to O tterville and held m eetings in the Tow n Hall for some time and then
organized the B aptist Church w ith Stephen De L ong and Silas Slaght
as deacons and Edw ard Titus as church clerk. The present church was
built in 1865 and was la te r rebricked.

P resent U nited Church

—22—
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SCHOOLS

In 1831 there  was a coloured school in the middle tow n line taugh t
by a Mr. Holingback.

The first school in O tterville was built at the end of the lane behind
Dr. A. J. Collver’s house and was considered one of the best in the
county in the 1830’s. Chauncey W ilcox was one of the teachers.

In 1857 the old tw o storey school was built on the p roperty  now
owned by Mrs. George Slaght. H. N. Courtland was the first teacher
in the upper room and Miss H a ttie  S tover in the lower room. The
continuation school was opened in 1924.



1857 S c h o o l

In 1927 the present school was built—a continuation and public
school. In 1947 it was made into a central public school w ith six of the
sm aller schools in the Township closing and the pupils being brought
into the central school by bus. In 1952 the new addition of four rooms
was made. Secondary school education for the Township pupils is
given at Delhi, Norwich and Tillsonburg.

P r e s e n t  S c h o o l

INDUSTRIES SINCE 1900

The Hyslop Bros, of Greensville built the canning factory in 1925.
In 1935 a g rea te r portion of the buildings was ruined by fire. Im m edi­
a te  rebuilding was begun on a much larger scale. The plant covers
about 20 acres and employs from 150-200 men and women in the can­
ning season.

T ip  T o p  C a n n e r s  L td .

About 1916 George W illiams sta rted  the T red-R ite Shoe Co. in
O tterville in the old casket factory just north  of the present gris t mill.
In 1918 the factory burned. A new factory  was built in the east end
of tow n and is now in the possession of the canning factory.

—25—



In 1928 the first farm s w ere
converted to the grow ing of to ­
bacco—the beginning of a new and
prosperous industry for the people
of South Norwich.

E. S. Moore, O tterville, has ap­
proached yet ano ther facet of the
tobacco industry. Over the past 17
years Mr. Moore, as a reg istered
tobacco seed producer, has shipped
his seed all over the world—-Central
and South America, Africa^': P ales­
tine, M alaya, and Southern Ireland.

E a r ly  G reen h o u ses

MAIN STREET—1904

S c r iv e n ’s P lu m b in g  and J. W . F is h ’s S to r e
In 1952 R. P. P e ttig rew  started  production of the Savoil Curing

System, consisting of a com bustion cham ber and a dozen distribution
pipes.which carry  hot a ir to every point in the kilns. The unit includes
therm ostatic  controls and a photo electric cell to lim it the tem perature
range.

L oca l T o b a cc o  Farm

—26—

M r. J. W e s le y  F ish  has p rin ted  th e  V o te r s ’ L is t o f  S o u th  N o rw ich  T o w n sh ip  fo r  th e
p a st 69 yea rs , b e lieved  to be an O n tar io  record.

D o w n in g ’s D ru g  S to re

—27—



MAIN STREET—1957

M ain  S tr e e t— D o w n to w n

SUMMERVILLE
Am ong early settlers w ere the Sherwoods who w ere farm ing here

in 1820, the T reffrys who came from  E ngland in 1834, Addisons and
T itus’.

In early  days Summerville was called Sherwood Settlem ent. A
school teacher, Miss Carrie R obertson, though t Summ erville an appro­
priate name for such a pleasant spot and the name was changed.

Rev. R obert Addison of N iagara received 6,000 acres from the Gov­
ernm ent— 160 of which w ere given to a cousin, R obert Addison. For
m any years Addisons farm ed much of the land along 59 H ighw ay from
the 8th to the 12th Concessions.

— 28—

S u m m erv ille  S ch o o l

The village centred around the junction of the present No. 59 H igh­
way and the 10th Concession. The early school was on the T itus farm
on the north  east corner. In 1872 a m eeting was called by the school
trustees, W. Carlyle, P e te r W y a tt and W m. T reffry , to  value the site
of a new school. The property  was bought from C. H ussey for the sum
of $65.00 per acre and a new brick school was built south of the M ichigan
C entral Railway.

--2 9 —



There w ere tw o churches—both M ethodist—one on the south w est
corner of the 10th Concession and the Coal Road and the o ther on the
north east corner of H ighw ay 59 and the 10th Concession. A saw mill
and cheese factory were located on the south east corner and a hotel
was across the road from the saw mill on the lot w here the tw o roads
come to a point.

CORNELL

L . H ic k s  S t o r e  a n d  P o s t  O ff ic e
N e a r  th e  9 th  C o n c e s s io n  a n d  M id d le  T o w n  L in e

Between 1850 and 1860 in and around Cornell there w ere no less
than 20 steam  and 14 w ater mills saw ing out the fine pine lumber.

About 1855 John and Samuel Cornell settled  here—John on the
A rthu r Pearce and Samuel on the Ira  Pearce farm s. These were la ter
m arked out in village lots under the name of Cornell.

These tw o bro thers built a large store, a w arehouse and a pork
packing factory on the south east corner of the A rthu r Pearce farm.

For m any years Cornell was the centre for the grain, egg and pork
m arket for miles around. W agons were sent by the Cornells to gather
eggs as far w est as St. Thom as and as far east as P o rt Dover. Farm ers
team ed grain and produce in and the m arkets reached as far as New
York and the large cities of the eastern  U nited S tates. W agon trains to
W oodstock and B rantford  were a common sight.

4 he population of Cornell grew’ and a blacksm ith shop and a ca r­
riage shop were set up. Cornell railroad station  stood for m any years
on the farm  now owned by Jesse Gray.

Cornell was a bustling  place which stretched  for 2'_> miles along
the Canada Southern Railroad, including tw o hotels, a school and twro
churches.

But m isfortune overtook the busy village—a store, which served
as a bank, wras robbed and a few years later was burned, along w ith the
pork factory. As m ost of the lum ber had been cut the saw mills
moved on, the M essiah Church and Dennis Hicks hotel were moved to
I illsonburg and Cornell gradually  turned back to agriculture.

ROCK’S MILLS

P r e s e n t  M ill

In 1826 David Stover came to the 11th Concession south of Spring­
ford. In Septem ber, 1854, he received his Crown deed for 100 acres of
land for the east half of Lot 22, Concession 11, for which he paid 100
pounds.

- 3 0 - —31—



A ssisted by his father, G ilbert Stover, David built the first dam and
saw and grist mills. He also built the house occupied by John Rock in
la ter years.

In 1857 Adam Spencer purchased the mill from David Stover and
the com m unity was known as Spencerville. Upon his death in 1889
John Rock and his wife, Phoebe Spencer, took it over and the mill has
rem ained in the Rock family since.

Dam at Rock’s Mills

.....MILLDAUU r”**

The Red Mill

Am ong the early pioneers in Milldale was W illiam P o tte r Barker,
who came in 1822 from the S tates. In 1877 he gave the w hite fram e
Q uaker Church to the F riends’ Society. His son, Jam es B arker, fa ther
of Dr. Llewellyn B arker, one-tim e head of the D epartm ent of Medicine,
John Hopkins U niversity, was the first m inister. W illiam  P. B arker
also pioneered the Red Mill and the saw mill.

N. B. Bowm an came in 1838 and operated  the mills under the trade
name of E ureka Mills. I t was operated in 1887 by Chris Beaton and
later by H aw k, M cLean and Carlyle, Miller, Palm er, Duncan M cN augh­
ton and John  Bowerman. H igh w ater w recked the wooden dam in the
spring of 1916 and the mill was then to rn  down.

Teddy W atkins operated the saw mill, cider mill and pump factory
a t the tu rn  of the 20th century  until about 1914.
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There was also a blacksm ith shop, general store and school.

In 1874 Thom as W righ t settled in the village and did ornam ental
w oodw ork and carpentry, and made w agon and carriage hubs and
spokes and spinning wheels.

The R obert W illiam s family was a highly respected, musical, col­
oured family The father, R obert W illiams, was b rought from  New
Y ork S ta te  by Ephraim  Stover and W illiam B arker. He w orked and
saved to buy his wife and children out of slavery and brought them  here
later.

O ther early family names included Sifle, Gowan, Sutton and T reffry .

T h e  O ld  D a m

HAWTREY
In the 1800’s H aw trey was a thriv ing  village. George Southwick,

who farm ed on the 11th Concession, moved to H aw trey  in 1843 and
operated a saw mill, shingle factory and planing mill. A  few years later
he built tw o stores, a fram e one by the M ichigan Central Railw ay tracks
which la ter burned, and a red brick one which still stands. In the 1890’s
the brick store was sold to Samuel and H arvey Innis. Ih e  store was in
the Innis’ name for around 20 years and in 1916 H arvey Boyce bought it
and the present owner, J. F. Beck, bought him out in 1918.

The physician, Dr. Carder, came to H aw tre j in 1835. John Scatter,
who came from  the O rkney Islands in 1873, owned the drug  store situ ­
ated on the corner of the sideroad and the 10th Concession.

George Southw ick also built a public hall w here gospel m eetings
were held.

T here w ere tw o hotels, one built near the M ichigan Central Rail­
way tracks by John A rm strong  and la ter sold to B ert May, the o ther
on the north  east corner of the 10th Concession owned by H enry  South­
wick.

S a m  I n n is ’ S to r e — N o w  J . F . B e c k
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SPRINGFORD

S ch o o l

The post office and general store combined, south of the brick store
and operated by Charles T reffry , burned in the 1890’s and the post office
was moved over to  the brick store and Samuel Innis became postm aster.

T here w ere tw o blacksm ith shops, one on the 10th Concession and
the o ther south of the brick store, operated by Tom and John Clark.

A fram e school which was situated  on the south east corner of the
10th Concession burned in 1903 and a red brick one was built. In 1943
the school section joined w ith the consolidated school at O tterville and
the brick school was closed.

The U nited B rethren  held ten t m eetings near the old school and
they w ere so successful th a t a gospel hall was built. The m ost in te r­
ested m em bers w ere L ongstree ts, T reffrys, Innis, Hobbs and Andersons.
Finally the m em bers drifted aw ay to o ther churches.

Supplies and mail came into H aw trey  by the Grand T runk Railway
and M ichigan Central Railway, and the farm ers shipped their milk to
Toronto on the G. T. R. In 1932 the Grand T runk sold to the C. N. R.
and tra ins ceased to come.

I

By 1930 the dairy farm s began to give way to  tobacco farm ing and
this is now the chief cultivated crop in H aw trey.

M ain  S tr e e t  a t th e  T urn  o f the C entury

The earliest known se ttle rs around Springford were Joseph Spit­
ler, John Philips and Fox, whose homes were along the banks of Spitler
Creek, according to a map of 1820. John Philips owned Lot 21 of the
8th Concession.

In 1808 Josiah Gilbert made the first clearing in the neighbourhood
known as Springford. He paid $1.25 an acre for his land. His second
daughter, Sarah, was the first white child born in the Township. Mrs.
Gilbert used to take grain to L ong Point on horseback to have it ground
into flour.

In 1811 Squire Ebenezer H ealy moved from Nova Scotia and settled
on the farm  now occupied by the fifth and sixth generation of H ealys—
G rant and Lee Haley. His nearest neighbour on the w est was 20 miles
away. rhe nearest store was W aterford .

In 1825 Charles Anstice bought 200 acres north  and east of the vil­
lage and moved into the log house erected by Mr. Gilbert.
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About the same year, Dyer \ \  ilcox purchased the farm  south and
east of the village. In 1827 Amaza W ilcox purchased 750 acres one mile
north of Springford between the 6th and 7th Concessions.

The south w est corner was bought by M unro in 1826 from the Crown
as confiscated property  of Henry Thom pson—a rebel of the 1812-14 war.
L ater W illiam H ardy owned it and in 1835 Michael Bell bought it and
brought his family from New York S tate through Buffalo and bv boat
to P ort Burwell.

O ther early names were H artw ell. Shattuck. W aller. Burns, Kellett.
Reynolds, Inglesby, O atm an. H arris. Amos Scott. C hristian Otis. Yar-
rington, Fletcher. John Birdsall. W illet Post and Ephraim  Monk (1832).

L ast S ch o o l at S p rin g fo rd

The first school in the Township situated  on the eastern high banks
of the Spitler, near the 7th Concession, was built in 1812. Two teachers
were John Phillips^ Jr., and Sm ithson W aller. The building was of logs
built w ithout nails with greased paper windows, split log seats and
heated by a seven-foot mud and stick fireplace. A later school east of
the Baptist Church burned in 1869 and the last school was built.

The first Baptist Church was replaced in 1855 by a white fram e
church. This building was moved across the road for a tow n hall and
in 1887 the present church was built.

B a p tist C hurch

In 1831 D yer W ilcox donated land where the United Church now
stands for the erection of any orthodox church. The building was first
occupied by the Congregationab’sts and la ter the M ethodists.

U n ited  C hurch

1 he first brick house of the Township was the Charles Bell house
milt of brick made in the brick and tile yard on the Jenve\ farm.
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C h eese  F a c to ry
S p rin g fo rd  1857

1'he cheese factory was first owned by A. L. W ilcox and Mr. Collins.
L ater it was purchased from them  by F. C. Anstice, who owned and oper­
ated it for the rem ainder of his life. L ater ow ners were M yrick, Kealy,
C hristy and Rice.

S H — S ch o o l.
51— A . K innard  S tore .
5 2 — H . G ay fer  S to re .
53—  C h au n cey  W ilc o x  S tore

and P o st  O ffice .
T — G eo. B ow lb y  T a n n ery .
H — A . V an  B u sk irk  H o te l.

W .S .— J. B u rger  W a g o n  Shop .
1. — D . W . O atm an  B o o ts  and

S h o es .
2. — A . L. W ilc o x  S to re .
3. — C. A n stice .
4. — D y er  W ilco x .
5. — E . B erss .

About 1876 the population was 400. A. L. W ilcox owned tw o gen ­
eral stores and Mr. H enderson, the postm aster, owned another general
business. There were also th ree hotels (Van B uskirk still owned one),
a brick schoolhouse, M ethodist, Episcopal and B aptist churches, cheese
factory owned by Tom and Jib Miller, brick and tile yard and George
Bowlby’s tannery.
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