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TIME INDEED CREATES AND DESTROYS AT WILL 

THE PAST IS GONE. THE FUTURE BECKONS AHEAD

The p io n eers  b rough t w ith  them d e te rm in a tio n  and f a i t h  in  God, to make 

t h i s  lan d  a  worthy home fo r  them and th e i r  descendan ts . Their B ib le  came 

w ith  them and was re a d  in  each home n ig h t and morning, in  G ae lic , and the 

d e s ir e  fo r  ed u ca tio n  was one o f t h e i r  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s .  A fte r  p ro v id in g  fo r  

t h e i r  bare  n e c e s s i t i e s  the Church end the school were b u i l t .

Through y e a rs  o f hard  t o i l  and p r iv a t io n s ,  lo g  houses and barns were 

re p la c e d  w ith  good b u ild in g s  o f b r ic k ,  s to n e , and frame. Corduroy and p lan k  

roads gave way to b e t t e r  roads.

Since the c lo se  o f the f i r s t  war ra p id  p ro g re s s  has been made in  the 

in tro d u c tio n  o f la b o u r  saving d ev ices . New in v e n tio n s  such as rad io  and t e l e 

v is io n  have come in . The hydro and telephone have made l i f e  much more p le a sa n t 

and l iv a b le .  Woods have g ra d u a lly  d isappeared  and the g ra te r  p a r t  o f the farms 

a re  in  c u l t iv a t io n .  Horses have been rep laced  by t r a c to r s  and autom obiles and 

a l l  k in d s  o f m achinery and stock  and f i e ld  crops have been improved.

This h is to ry  i s  ded ica ted  to  a l l  who a tte n d ed  Maple Grove School and to 

a l l  who have l iv e d  in  th is  s e c tio n  through the y e a rs . Each one has made a 

c o n tr ib u tio n  to  the  community.

EARLY HISTORY

On January  1 s t ,  1800, the County o f Oxford c o n s is t in g  of B landford , B len

heim, B urfo rd , O xford -on-the  Thames, Norwich and Dereham Townships was c o n s t i 

tu te d . P a rc e ls  of lan d  in  Z orra  had been g ra n te d  p r io r  to  1820. I t  and a lso  

N isso u ri were added to  the county o f Oxford in  1821. S everal Spanish words 

were g iven  to  tow nships a t th a t  tim e. Zorra was the Spanish word fo r  "female 

f o x ,” In  1822, Z orra  was o rgan ized  w ith  a c le r k ,  a s se sso rs  and a tax  c o l le c to r .  

At th a t  time th e re  were 55 land  owners in  a l l  of E ast and West Zorra w ith  a 

to t a l  of lh-5 ac res  c u l t iv a te d ,  and owning 1U h o rse s , UU oxen and 84 cows.
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By 1851* three roads were in  operation , the f lr a t  being what i s  n^w Highway 59 

and the 16th l in e  n o rth  of Woodstock. Toll g a te s  were put up to  pay the c o s t.

The p io n eers  made th e i r  houses from logs trimmed w ith  an axe and "built 

w ithou t n a i l s .  Z orra  was d iv id ed  in  1845 in to  E ast and West Z orra  and as the 

s e t t l e r s  became e s ta b l is h e d , saw m ills sprung up and s tan d a rd  o f l iv in g  ro se  

w ith  th e i r  p ro s p e r i ty .

From the very beg inn ing  every  community in  Z orra  had made some p ro v is io n  

fo r educa ting  t h e i r  c h ild re n . A few s e t t l e r s  would club to g e th e r and r a is e  

enough money to buy some n a i ls  and a few p^nes of g la s s . Then they would 

have a bee to e re c t  a  b u ild in g  on one of the farms of the  p io n e e rs . O ften no 

deed was secured  fo r  the  p ro p e rty . School was kep t open more or l e s s  r e g u la r 

ly  d u ring  the w in te r  months. A ll were needed on the  land  during the summer. 

They had to grow crops to have food. Sometimes a te a c h e r was secured, from 

a n o th e r d i s t r i c t ,  who boarded around, s tay in g  a week or two w ith each fam ily . 

He would re c e iv e  fo r  h is  s e rv ic e s , b esid es  board , s few d o l la r s  a week, which 

was r a is e d  by the f a m ilie s  sending  c h ild re n  to sch o o l, according to the num

b e r o f c h ild re n  s e n t. When the fam ily  was la rg e  and a lso  poor, the c h ild re n  

would be sen t to  school week abou t, so th a t a l l  might le a rn  a l i t t l e .

HISTORY OF MAPLE GROVE SCHOOL

In 1859, a re q u e s t was made to  Oxford County Council to  b u ild  a school on 

Lot 16 Concession 7, West Z orra  to  be known as S. S. Ho. 9 and 50 pounds were 

g ra n te d . The la n d  was donated by Robert M cIntosh. I f  and when i t  ceased to 

be used as a school the p ro p e rty  was to re v e r t  to the farm .

P rev ious to th a t  th e re  was a school on the H ailey  farm , 9 th  l i n e ,  south 

o f W altons and l a t e r  on the co rn e r of the Anderson farm. This was l a t e r  to rn  

down and in c o rp o ra te d  in to  a d r iv e  barn on the same farm. Records do not 

t e l l  when th i s  school s ta r te d  b u t on ages o f  some who w ent, i t  must have been 

b e fo re  I85O. This school was n o t under su p e rv is io n  o f the  government but 

m erely one th a t  was o p e ra ted  by the  e a r ly  s e t t l e r s .
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Thecae O liv er» 20, a n. 15-. aud. M. X% , taught Xu thX« se l.o .l tor 2 er

3 y e a r s .  I t  ceased , o p e r a t io n  e a r l y  in  1859 and f ° r  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  y e - r  p u p i l s  

from  S. S. No. 9 a t t e n d e d  a s i m i l a r  s c h o o l,  L o t 9 , Con. 8 , a m ile  n o r t 1- o f  

G o ls p ie . T h is  s c h o o l had on ly  a  d i r t  f l o o r ,  the  w a l l s  b e in g  o f  mud ^nd lo g s .  

The s to r y  i s  t o ld  o f  a snake c ra w lin g  in  and c a u s in g  g r e a t  e x c ite m e n t u n t i l  

k i l l e d  by th e  t e a c h e r .  T h is  s c h o o l was d is m a n tle d  when S. S. No. 9 w &s b u i l t  

and some o f  th e  p u p i l s  from  t h i s  sc h o o l came n o r th  to  th e  new s c h o o l. To b o th  

th e  9 th  l i n e  end 8 t h  l i n e  s c h o o ls ,  c h i ld r e n  w a lk ed  lo n g  d i s t a n c e s  th ro u g h  the  

f o r e s t  w i th  o n ly  a  b la z e d  t r a c k  f o r  a  g u id e .

R eco rd s  do n o t  t e l l  i f  any o f  th e  e r e c t i o n  o f  Maple Grove S chool too k  

p l a c e  in  1859 o r  n o t  b u t  i t  was opened  in  i8 6 0  and most o f  th e  work was done 

w ith  b e e s .  I t  was f i r s t  c a l l e d  M c In to sh ’ s S choo l b u t  as y e a r s  w ent on the  

name was changed  to  Maple G rove, i n  k e e p in g  w i th  th e  m aple t r e e s  w hich s u r 

ro u n d e d  i t .  The f o u n d a t io n  was s to n e  and s id e d  w i th  b o a rd s  ru n n in g  l e n g th 

w is e .  The s e c t i o n  w ent n o r th  to  L o t 21 and w e s t to  th e  U th l i n e .

When S. S. No. 10 and S. S . No. 6 Y o u n g s v ille  w ere b u i l t  in  1866 t b e 

b o u n d a r ie s  o f M aple Grove w ere chang ed  to  w hat i t  i s  to -d a y .

The f i r s t  t e a c h e r  was D. H. R oss a b r o th e r  o f  James R o ss , who l iv e d  

w here E a r l  Day l i v e d .  He m a r r ie d  B a rb a ra  F o rb e s . The second  was John L, 

M urray , an u n c le  o f  th e  l a t e  M rs. W» W. M urray. In  1862, th e  O xford  G a z a te e r  

r e c o r d s  th e  M cIn to sh  S chool as h a v in g  112 p u p i l s  w i th  an av e ra g e  a t te n d a n c e  

o f  f i f t y  and Mr. M urray as t e a c h e r .

The t h i r d  was John  S c o t t  who o n ly  s ta y e d  10 d a y s . He w^e r e l i e v e d  o f  

h i s  d u ty  by Rev. Mr. McKenzie o f  Log Church fam e. Mr. M cKenzie was sch o o l 

i n s p e c t o r  a s  w e l l  a s  p a d re .  The f o u r th  was Andrew McKay, b o rn  on l o t  l h ,  

Con. 8. The f i f t b  w as Tom B ayne, who l i v e d  w here  th e  W a lk e rs  S choo l i s  s i t 

u a te d .  The s i x t h  was F i t z g e r a l d  S u th e r la n d , f a t h e r  o f  Dr. D. M. S u th e r la n d . 

H is s a l a r y  was $ 2 7 5 -3 0 , th e  c le r g y  r e s e r v e  g r a n t  b e in g  f o r t y  d o l l a r s .
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T each in g  in  th o s e  days was used, a s  a  s t e p p in g  s to n e  to  o th e r  p ro fe s s io n s >  

U n t i l  1882, t e a c h e r ’ s s a l a r i e s  h ad  o n ly  re a c h e d  $35 0 .0 0  and $ 8 0 .0 0  o f  t h i s  

was C le rg y  R e se rv e s  G ra n t.

By 192k, th e  s a l a r y  r e a c h e d  $ 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0 . By 1966 , th e  s a la r y  was $3750*00. 

U n t i l  a f t e r  th e  f i r s t  w ar, th e  p u p i l s  u se d  s l a t e s ,  =>nd s c r i b b l e r s  w ere a lm o st 

a  lu x u ry .

The sc h o o l w as u s e d  a s  a  comm unity c e n tr e  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f m e e tin g s . 

As e a r l y  a s  189U and p e rh a p s  b e f o r e ,  Sunday S choo l was h e ld  u n d e r  th e  Knox 

P r e s b y t e r i a n  c h u rc h , Embro. In  19OQ A lex S m ith  was a p p o in te d  S u p e r in te n d a n t  

and l a t e r  on th e  l a s t  Sunday S ch oo l was u n d e r A lex  S m ith  and John  McLeod. 

B o th  made good l e a d e i s  and made b e a u t i f u l  p r a y e r s .  In  th e  e a r ly  d^ys th e  

p e o p le  a ls o  h e ld  p r a y e r  m e e tin g s  in  th e  homes and in  th e  s c h o o l.

In  th e  l a t e  e i g h t i e s  and n i n e t i e s ,  t^ e  P a t ro n s  o f  I n d u s t r y  w ere v e ry  

a c t i v e  in  th e  v i c i n i t y  h o ld in g  m e e tin g s  in  th e  s c h o o l.  In  1892, th ey  b u i l t  

th e  sh e d  f o r  t h e i r  h o r s e s  a s s i s t e d  by th e  s e c t i o n .  T h is  i s  s t i l l  s ta n d in g .  

T h is  o r g a n i z a t i o n  had  p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n s  b u t  o n ly  l a s t e d  a few y e a r s .

The F a rm e r’ s I n s t i t u t e  was f l o u r i s h i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  a number o f  y e a r s .  

In  a  r e c o r d  by C. C. S u th e r la n d ,  S t r a t h c l a i r ,  Man. th e  f o l lo w in g  were p ro m i

n e n t  members from  1890-95» John  M. S u th e r la n d  (E b e n ), John  McKay (B ayne), 

N e il  M urray (S h e p p a rd ) , Jim  McKay (M cPhaul), John  McKay (R o s a l) ,  John  L in d s a y , 

Wm. Munroe ( t e a c h e r )  Jam es Munroe and o th e r s .  The sc h o o l was u se d  as a po l l in g  

b o o th  f o r  many y e a r s .

U n t i l  I8 9 H , t h e r e  was no s p e c i a l  c a r e t a k e r ,  b u t  th e  sc h o o l was c le a n e d  

by some one d u r in g  th e  h o l id a y s .  The f i r s t  th e r e  p u t  on th e  f i r e  and th e  

sw eep ing  was done by  th e  p u p i l s ,  t a k in g  t u r n s  a f t e r  fo u r  and d u s t in g  in  th e  

m orn ing . In  I89U , r e c o r d s  show M iss B e s s ie  R oss =nd M rs. D onald  Ross each  

r e c e iv e d  $3*00 f o r  c le a n in g  th e  s c h o o l w h ile  mary Anne R o ss , D av ina M unroe, 

E f f i e  C l in e , B e r th a  M unroe, R ic h a rd  Langdon and B u rn s Cam pbell w ere p a id



6o c e n ts  each  f o r  sw eep in g . In  th e  v e e rs  1 8 9 6 -9 3 , W i l l i e  F o rb es  and R. Lang

don to o k  c a re  o f  f i r e s  and sw eep ing  f o r  $ 3 .9 0 . The f i r s t  r e g u l a r  j a n i t o r  was 

F rank  M cM illan.

A w e ll  was dug b u t  d id  n o t  p ro v e  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  I t  w as f i l l e d  in ,  in  1383 

by J a s .  Munroe. A second  one was dug w i th  th e  same r e s u l t  =nd f o r  a lo n g  

p e r io d  o f tim e  th e  w a te r  was c a r r i e d  in  a p a i l  from  th e  n e a r e s t  n e ig h b o u r  on 

th e  w e s t by th e  p u p i l s  t a k in g  t u r n s .  A g r a n i t e  o r  t i n  cup hung n e a r  th e  p a i l .  

Each y e a r  a  new cup and p a i l  w ere  p u rc h a s e d . In  1903, Jam es F e rguson  r e c e iv e d  

$ 1 0 .0 0  f o r  w a te r .  In  1913 > th e  w e l l  was d r i l l e d  a t  a  c o s t  o f 3 251 .5 0 .

In  1889 , new l a n d  was added  to  th e  sc h o o l s i t e  from  J a s .  G-. Munroe f o r  

3 1 2 .5 0 . T h is  was to  th e  w est s id e  o f  t k e s c h o o l.

FROM THE RECORDS

A c a sh  book  w as a v a i l a b l e  w h ich  showed th e  incom e and e x p e n d itu re s  from  

1879 to  1938. T h is  book c o s t  8 ;  c e n ts  and th e  m in u te  b o o k , 25 c e n ts ,  and was 

u se d  a p p ro x im a te ly  50 y e a r s .  A good d e a l  o f  lu m b e r , s h in g l e s ,  p l a s t e r i n g ,  

d r a in a g e ,  p a i n t i n g ,  m aps, window p a n e s  e tc .  w ere  p a id  f o r .  

1880 -  w r i t i n g  d e s k , b e l l  

1882 -  w oodshed , J a s .  Orang and Jo h n  C la rk , $63. U5 

1888 -  new p l a t f o r m ,  3 2 .2 5 , J a s .  Munroe b o u g h t 21 o ld  d e s k s , 8 2 .1 0  

I8 9 2  -  lum ber f o r  sh e d  3 1 8 .7 5  

I8 9 3 J4  lam ps and r e f l e c t o r s  $ 3 -^ 5  

1895 -  &lobe 83.OO 

1897 -  sc h o o l fe n c e  $ 19 .0 0  

I889  -  1 s t  b la c k b o a rd  b r u s h , 10 c e n ts  

1900 -  w a te r  t e s t e d  ( J .  M. C o le) $ 5 .0 0  

1906 — borrow ed  f o r  f i r s t  tim e from  C ol. M unroe, 8 1 0 0 .0 0  

1912 -  S e c tio n  l o s t  8U 81 .32 i n  F arm ers Bank 

192U -  o rg an  $35 -00
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1926 -  sc h o o l eq u ipm en t £230.00

1926 -  l a y in g  f l o o r  $ 2 4 .7 0

1936 -  w ir in g  fo r  hydro  $ 7 ^ .5 3 , e l e c t r i c  s to v e  $ 2 6 .0 0  (com m unity c lu b )

1937 -  R. B. L angdon, OEA e x p e n se s  $ 8 .7 5

1938 -  C a u s tic  S a n i t a t i o n  $ 2 9 5 .0 0 , Manual t r a i n i n g  $ 9 .6 5 , "b lack bo ards  im proved  

a t  d i f f e r e n t  t im e s .

1912 -  C upboards (b ase m en t) $ 6 .0 0

CLIPPING- FROM THE EMBRO COURIER, MAY 1927:

Two c a r lo a d s  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e  H o r t i c u l t u r a l  S o c ie ty  v i s i t e d  a l l  th e  

s c h o o ls  in  th e  to w n sh ip . P a r ty :  Geo. S m ith , M rs. G orby, Rev. A. L a in g , 

Mrs. Hugh M cDonald, M rs. W. J .  V a n n a t te r  and M rs. A. A., McKinnon. When th ey  

a r r i v e d  a t  Maple G rove th e  p u p i l s  w ere  ou t f o r  t ’̂ e i r  a f te rn o o n  p la y .  T e a c h e r , 

M iss W illia m so n , 17 p u p i l s .  T h is  sc h o o l i s  i n  good s t a t e  o f  r e p a i r .  The i n 

s id e  h as  been  d e c o r a te d  and i s  v e ry  up to  d a te  i n  e v e ry  r e s p e c t ,  v e ry  c le a n  

and t i d y .  P e rh a p s  more a t t e n t i o n  h a s  been  g iv e n  t  f lo w e r s  a t  t h i s  school th an  

any o f  th e  o t h e r s ,  th e  f lo w e r  b e d s  b e in g  fe n c e d  i n .  At t h i s  sc h o o l cne o f  th e  

p a r t y ,  Mrs. Hugh M cDonald had  many p l e a s a n t  r e c o l l e c t i o n s ,  as many o f  h e r  

y o u th fu l  days w ere s o e n t  u n d e r  th e  r o o f  o f t h i s  s c h o o l.

The n e x t  y e a r  Alma H a llo c k  had  a  v e ry  e x c e l l e n t  g a rd e n  -nd  r e c e iv e d  to p  p r i z e  

in  th e  tow nsh ip  s c h o o ls .

INSPECTORS

The f i r s t  one was Rev. Mr. McKenzie (Log C h u rch ). For f o r t y  y e a r s  Wm. 

C a r ly le  was i n s p e c to r  f o r  O xfo rd  and anyone who w ent to  s c h o o l d u r in g  th o se  

f o r t y  y e a rs  w i l l  rem ember him a s  he made h i s  ro u n d s  tw ic e  a y e a r ,  and in  awe 

and f e a r  th e  p u p i l s  w ould  say to  th e  n e a r e s t ,  ’’H ere comes th e  in s p e c to r ! 1

The w h ite  w h is k e re d  o ld  g e n tle m a n  drove a  w h ite  h o r s e  a t t a c h e d  to  an 

open buggy ^nd t i e d  t h i s  f a i t h f u l  b e a s t  to  th e  s c h o o l f e n c e .  U nder th e  buggy 

t r o t t e d  a  sm a ll w h ite  dog who showed h i s  t e e t h  i f  you v e n tu r e d  too  n e « r.



Under th e  s e a t ,  was a  f i s h i n g  ro d  and when th e  d a y ’ s work was f i n i s h e d  he 

w ould d r iv e  to  a c r e e k  to  w hip a  s p e c k le d  t r o u t  from  the  s tr e a m . Those n e a r 

in g  th e  f u l l  span  o f  l i f e  rem ember him b e t t e r  f o r  w hat h appened  in s id e  th e  

s c h o o l.  I f  he came i n  th e  m orn ing  th e  c h i ld r e n  w ere p le a s e d  f o r  i t  m eant a 

h a l f  h o l id a y . He w ou ld  ta k e  th e  te a c h e r  w ith  him to  th e  n e x t  s c h o o l.  I t  was 

h a rd  lu c k  i f  he came i n  th e  a f te r n o o n  as a  t e s t  o f  w i t  was s u re  to  fo llo w , 

and th e  i n s p e c t o r ’ s b i t i n g  c r i t i c i s m  w ould  make you quake.

" S c h o la rs ,  i f  th e  hands o f  th e  c lo c k  a re  a t  tw e lv e  noon, when w i l l  th ey  

meet ag a in ?  F i r s t  b o y , d o e sn ’ t  know, seco nd  b o y , c a n ’ t  t e l l .  Then the  c a t  

was o u t o f  th e  b a g . ’’They n e v e r  m ee t, o n ly  p a s s .  ” He w an ted  q u ic k  a c t i o n  °nd 

q u ick  th o u g h t. " M a s te r , c a l l  th e  t h i r d  c l a s s :  F i r s t  B oy, What i s  a Q u a rt? "  

"Two p i n t s . "  Second b o y , "What i s  a p in t ? "  " H a lf  a q u a r t . "  " S i t  down. 

They a re  m easu res o f  q u a n t i t y . "  "M aste r, c a l l  th e  f o u r th  c l a s s . "  

H is b e lo v e d  l e s s o n  was th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  tl e s u b je c t  and th e  p r e d i c a t e  

and t h a t  E n g lis h  grammar was a. m a t te r  o f  common s e n s e .  He o u i te  o f te n  u sed  

t 1 e s e n te n c e :  "The s to v e  in  t h i s  room i s  b l a c k . " and by  th e  tim e he g o t 

th ro u g h  he w ould hav e  s c h o la r s  g o in g  from th e  b la c k b o a rd  to  the  s to v e  and 

p o in t i n g  to  th e  s u b j e c t ,  h’h a t  he w an ted  was th e  w ords: " th e  s to v e ."

I n s p e c to r  C a r ly le  was a c ra n k  on r e a d in g .  He w ould c a l l  a  c la s s  th e  

w id th  o f  th e  s c h o o l .  " F i r s t  s c h o l a r ,  r e ^ d , n e x t ,  r e a d . "  And i t  was a 

s te a d y  "n e x t"  n o t  f a i l i n g  to  han d  o u t c r i t i c i s m  f o r  th e  s in g  song  v a r i e t y  o f  

r e a d in g  >Th ic h  he a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  m im icked. The memory o f  t h i s  g r^ n d  o l^  man 

w il  l i v e  in  th e  h e a r t s  and m inds o f  th e  boys and g i r l s  who a t t e n d e d  sc h o o l 

d u r in g  th o s e  y e a r s .

He Was fo llo w e d  by J .  M. C o le , Geo. M a th e r , W. G. A nderson  and John 

Crammond.
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ARBOUR DAY
A rbour Day in  th e  e a r ly  days was th e  f i r s t  F r id a y  in  May. The p u p i l s  

b ro u g h t p a i l s ,  c l o t h s  and ra k e s  from  home and th e  i n s id e  o f  th e  s c h o o l was 

c le a n e d . O u ts id e , r a k in g  to o k  p la c e  and p u p i l s  p u t  wood in to  th e  w oodshed. 

They form ed a. l i n e  and one han d ed  b lo c k s  to th e  o th e r s  and f i n a l l y  th e y  w ere 

p la c e d  in  o rd e r  i n  th e  w oodshed. Sometimes a s  a, f i n i s h  to th e  d a y f s work 

q u i te  a  number w en t f i s h i n g  a t  th e  Mud B ran ch .

LIBRARY

Over th e  y e a r s ,  a. l i b r a r y  was b u i l t  up . S p e c ia l  g r a n t s  w ere r e c e iv e d  

from D ept, o f  E d u c a tio n  f o r  p u rc h a s e  o f  b o o k s . At f i r s t  th e  books c a t e r e d  to  

th e  s e n io r  p u p i l s  b u t  in  th e  l a t e r  y e a r s  th e  j u n io r s  a ls o  s h a re d .

RED CROSS

D uring  th e  two w ars  th e  p u p i l s  w ere i n t e r e s t e d  in  Red C ross Work. The 

women in  th e  com m unity w o rk in g  w i th  th e  B raem ar o r  Embro I n s t i t u t e s .

FUEL

From th e  e a r l i e s t  days wood was t b e c h i e f  form  o f  f u e l .  I t  was f u r n i s h e d  

from  th e  farm s in  th e  s e c t i o n .  Those s e l l i n g  wood in  th e  y e a rs  w ere Jam es C la rk  

S r . ,  B. McKay, J a s .  G. M unroe, A lex  C la rk , Wm. M unroe, John  R. M cKay,Donald 

C la rk , R. J .  S u th e r la n d ,  H. W. S u th e r la n d , E. H. L egg, James E, McKay, A lex 

M c In to sh , B u rn s S m ith , James S m ith , John G. McKay, F ran k  Brown, Hugh M cDonald, 

John H u tc h is o n , Jam es C raw fo rd , Jo hn  S m ith , D oug las F o rb es  ( k in d l in g ) .  I t  s o ld  

from 80 c e n ts  to  $ 6 .0 0  a  co rd  in  1938* i-s  r e c o r d e d  in  193^ , M rs. McNeil ’’ 

r e c e iv e d  $67 .9 0  f o r  c o a l  and i n  1937 she r e c e iv e d  $73-50 and i n  193^5 $ 6 6 .1 0 . 

Some wood was a l s o  b o u g h t.

In  19^0 no te n d e r  was r e c e iv e d  f o r  wood a t  th e  an n u a l m e e tin g  r e f l e c t i n g  

th e  d im in is h in g  b u s h , and i t  was l e f t  to  th e  t r u s t e e s  to  s e c u re  wood. T his 

was s t a t e d  in  19^1« 19 ^2 , and 19^3 r e p o r t s .

8



SPORTS

Competed w ith  o th e r  s c h o la r s  in  f o o t  h a l l ,  ha.se h a l l  and. S h inney  (Hockey 

on snow) , th e  p u p i l s  loved , to  go to  th e  Mud. B ra n c h , to  th e  h i l l s  w here s l e i g h  

r id in g  took  p la c e  and on ic e  po n d s in  th e  f i e l d s  o f  M c In to sh ’ s and a ls o  to  th e  

woods a c ro s s  th e  ro a d . T here was a f l a t  h o a rd  on to p  o f  th e  fe n c e  and p u p i l s  

o f te n ,  a g a in s t  i m p l i c i t  o r d e r s  to  s ta y  o f f  th e  fe n c e  w ould ru n  on t h i s  f l a t  

h o a rd , some a c q u i r in g  q u i te  a s k i l l .  They a l s o  r a n  on th e  r o o f  o f  th e  sh ed  

and w alked  th e  h o a rd  fe n c e  from  one c o rn e r  o f  th e  s c h o o ly a rd  to  th e  o th e r .

SCHOOL M R

I t  i s  r e c o rd e d  t h a t  on O c t. 1 , 1914 th e  t r u s t e e s  v o te d  f i v e  d o l l a r s  to  

W arren B i r t c h  as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  School B a i r  w ork . In  1915> P rank  Sm ith 

r e c e iv e d  th e  money a s  th e  seco n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to  send  to  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

o f f i c e .  Under Eva V a n n a t te r ,  th e  p u p i l s  a t t  nd d and com peted  a t  th e  School 

P a ir  a t  Embro., The g r a n t  was to  c o v e r  c o s t  o f  s e e d s  and p r i z e  money. Eggs 

were g iv e n  to  p u p i l s  a t  25 c e n ts  f o r  1 doz. and 6o c e n ts  i f  more w ere r e q u i r e d .  

The s e e d s , g r a in s  and v e g e ta b le s  w ere  u s u a l ly  s e n t  d i r e c t l y  to  th e  p u p i l s  by 

m ail and w ere p l a n t e d  in  home g a rd e n s . They w ere  in s p e c te d  f i r s t  by  D. A rc h ie  

McDonald and l a t e r  by l o c a l  t e a c h e r s .  The S ch oo l F a i r  Day was a b i g  e v e n t .  

There were c o m p e t i t io n s  fo r  th e  b e s t  s c h o o ls  i n  th e  p a ra d e ,  f o r  s to c k - ju d g in g  

p u b l ic  sp e a k in g , v e g e ta b le s ,  f lo w e r s ,  c o o k in g , sew ing  and l a t e r  th e  S t ra th c o n a  

D r i l l .

In  1917, a  C ham pionship  S cho o l F a i r  was h e ld  a t  W oodstock and f i r s t s  and 

seconds from  each  to w n sh ip  com peted . A g r i c u l tu r e  as a s u b je c t  was ta u g h t  in  

th e  s c h o o l. The S ch o o l F a i r  w ork w»s c o n tin u e d  t i l l  19^3 when o th e r  A g r ic u l 

t u r a l  A c t i v i t i e s  su ch  a s  4-H w ork  was in tr o d u c e d .  M»ny t e a c h e r s  had to  q u a l i f y  

to  te a c h  a g r i c u l t u r e .

MUSIC TEACHERS: Some w ere M a rg u e r i te  M urray, D o ris  Redman, E th e l  M cC orquodale, 

M arion R o b ertsh aw , Dora. H a r r is o n .
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SHOP & AGRICULTURE INSTRUCTOR -  19^6 -  51 , Mr. S t u a r t  J a c q u e s ,  f o r  boys and g i r l s  

TRUSTEES who h e ld  o f f i c e  from  1 9 1 5 ^ 3 .  Henry L ip p e r t ,  John  McDonald, D onald R oss 

H arry  B i r t c h ,  G eorge Kempshed, R. B. Langdon, A lex  M cIn to sh , W. G. F o rb e s , J a s .  

A. M urray, George S t e r l i n g ,  E a r l  Day, Roy R o ss , G eorge McBurney. O th e rs  we 

rem embered e a r l i e r  -  John M. S u th e r la n d ,  E l i  B i r t c h ,  Thos. Langdon, D onald 

C la rk , Donald M cIn to sh , and A lex  Sm ith . 

AUDITORS 1880-1939

James Munroe, Wm. C la rk ,  J . M. S u th e r la n d ,  A lex  M cIn to sh , S r . ,  Jam es E. McKay, 

James Crang, John R o ss , John A. M cDonald, Geo. M c In to sh , Wm. McKay, A lb e r t  

McBurney, H. W. S u th e r la n d ,  Angus F o rb e s , R. J .  S u th e r la n d ,  John  H i tc h is o n . 

FIRST AREA BOARD 19UU

T ru s te e s ,  E a r l  Day, Geo. M cBurney, ( r e p la c e d  E a r l  Day who r e s ig n e d  upon l e a v -  

in g  n e ig h b o u rh o o d ) , R. B. L angdon , Roy R o ss , S e c r e t a r y - T r e a s u r e r :  Roy R o ss .

OUR HONOUR ROLL

FEUIAN RAID A lex  C am pbell 7 th  l i n e .

WORLD WAR 1 , 191U-1918

R o b e rt W hite — K i l l e d  in  a c t io n

Mack W hite  -  A s s i s t a n t  G en e ra l M anager o f  Hydro i n  T oron to

W atson Langdon -  U n ite d  Church m i n i s t e r ,  L aw rence S t a t i o n ,  T ham esford  and 

E a r l s c o u r t  T o ro n to

B e r t  F o rbes -  Bank M anager a t  K elow na, B. C.

K enzie M cIntosh  -  M anager o f  B e l l  T e lep h o n e , S t r a t f o r d ,  N o r th  B ay, B r a n t f o r d .  

B ruce  M cIntosh -  T. and N. 0 . R a ilw ay  

Ferguson  L ip p e r t  — a  D e n t i s t  i n  T o ro n to  

H arry  L ip p e r t  -  l i v e d  a t  E ssex  

Adam Munroe -  S t .  M arys

Ross Mooney - P o s t  M a ste r  a t  Embro 

Lorne Campbell -  W indsor

W arren B i r tc h  -  C. N. R. Simcoe
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WORLD WAR 11 1539 -  19U5

Lawrence Langdon -  K ille d  in  a c tio n , John Robertshaw -  K ille d  in  a c tio n  

Alvin McDonald -  l a t e r  w ith hydro, Ross B la tc h fo rd , Ralph Webb, George Murray- 

Warren B irtc h , J i r a i r  K alayd jin , Gordon McMillan.

SOWS ML DAUGHTERS OF MAPLE GROVE

DR. ANDREW MCKAY: b o rn , Lot 1U, Con. 8, served  in  the P ro v in c ia l L e g is la tu re  

and p ra c tic e d  m edicine in  Woodstock.

JO HU AND DONALD MpKAY: sons o f  Angus McKay, g rad u a ted  fo r  the m in is try  bu t 

both  died Ju st as they e n te red  t h e i r  p ro fe s s io n s .

WM. MUNROE: came to Canada from New York w ten 1U y e a rs  o ld  had a very d is 

tin g u ish ed  fam ily. Hugh -  B. A. DD. was m oderator o f  P re sb y te r ia n  Church 

of Canada, W illiam D. D .- served  as m in is te r  in  M ontreal, W alter was a druga-ist 

in  S e a t t le ,  A lexander was P ro fe sso r  o f Surgery a t U n iv e rs it  o f A lb e rta . 

G a rfie ld , p ra c t is e d  m edicine in  M ontreal, Fanny -  a  nurse was decorated  fo r  

se rv ice  in  World War 1 and l a t e r  was su p e rin ten d e n t o f  nu rses  in  Edmonton a t 

the Royal Alexandra H osp ita l and su p e rin ten d e n t a t  Royal V ic to r ia , in  M ontreal. 

JOHN SOPER McKAY: Lawyer in  Woodstock ( l i s t  no t com ple te .)

EARLY DAYS IN COUNCIL

Alex C lark, Sr. R obert Forbes pnd .-Hex Mclnto h Sr. were Deputy Reeves. Geo. 

McIntosh, Reeve, Wm. Forbes, Reeve and Warden. R ichard  Langdon, Reeve, and 

Chas. Langdon, Reeve o f E ast M isso u ri. ( l i s t  no t com plete)

COMMUNITY CLUB

The community Club was o rg an ised  in  1933 w ith Roy Ross as p re s id e n t ,  and had 

dances, card p a r t i e s ,  p re s e n ta t io n s , e tc . They bought the piano and e le c t r i c  

stove to g e th e r w ith  equipment as w e ll. The c h ild re n  made q u i l t  b locks in  

193^, 193 » 1939, the mothers q u il te d  them. They were so ld  fo r  $12.85, 

$1^.15, and $22.25 re s p e c tiv e ly , Mary McKay was the l a s t  s e c re ta ry .



SOME OF MY MEMORIES OF MAPLE GROVE SCHOOL 1922 -  1925 

C o n tr ib u te d  by  D o ris  (Langdon) Edwards

The b ig  s le ig h  lo a d s  o f  s to v e  wood f o r  th e  fu rn a c e  t h a t  men from  th e  s e c 

t io n  were p a id  to  d e l i v e r  ea ch  w i n t e r :  We w ould  h e a r  th e  s l e i g h b e l l s  ju n g l in g  

and see  the heavy team  o f  h o r s e s  d r iv e  in  p a s t  th e  s c h o o l windows to  u n lo a d  a t  

the  woodshed. Som etim es we w ere  lu c k y  enough to  g e t  a r i d e  p a r t  way home on 

the  empty s le ig h .

Arbour Day, w hich  was u s u a l l y  the  f i r s t  F r id a y  in  May was o u r id e a  o f  a 

g ran d  h o l id a y . I n s t e a d  o f  d o in g  sc h o o l work we came arm ed w i t t  r a k e s  and 

w orked a l l  m orning a t  c le a n in g  up th e  sch o o l y a r d ,  w h ile  th e  b ig g e r  boys u s u 

a l l y  p i l e d  th e  wood n e a t l y  in  th e  shed . The b ig  t r e a t  o f  th e  day came when 

the te a c h e r  opened  th e  brown p a p e r  bags t h a t  had  b een  s i t t i n g  on th e  ’’a n t i -  

room” s h e l f  a l l  m o rn ing  and we w ere  g iv e n  an  o ra n g e  and som etim es p e a n u ts  in  

the  s h e l l  o r  candy k i s s e s .  T here  was som etim es a t r e a s u r e  h u n t and in  l ° t e r  

y e a rs  even som eth ing  a s  modern a s  a m arshm allow  r o a s t ]

D uring th e s e  y e a r s  Mr. J .  M. Cole was th e  i n s p e c t o r  and as he d rove  in to  

the  sc h o o l y a rd  to  t i e  h i s  h o r s e  up th e  te a c h e r  w ou ld  som etim es tu r n  p a le  a t  

th e  s ig h t  o f him. We w ere  a l l  v e ry  s t r a n g e ly  q u i e t  and w e l l  behaved  w h ile  he 

p u t us th ro u g h  th e  v a r io u s  t e s t s  and e v e ry o n e  r e l a x e d  a b i t  when h i s  day was 

f i n a l l y  o v e r.

C h ristm as c o n c e r t s  were an e x c i t i n g  e v e n t .  We p r a c t i s e d  a t  noon h o u rs  

and r e c e s s  f o r  we^ks b e f o r e .  The day o f  t ' e  c o n c e r t  was busy  w i th  l a s t  m in u te  

p r e p a r a t io n s .  Some o f  th e  men came ^nd b u i l t  th e  p l a t f o r m  o u t w id e r  so t '^ a t  

th e  sch o o l c h o ru se s  and p la y s  c o u ld  be p u t  on to  b e t t e r  a d v a n ta g e . T here was 

alw ays p le n ty  o f  l o c a l  m u s ic a l t a l e n t  and I t h in k  we c o u ld  h o n e s t ly  say  we 

p la y e d  to  a ’’p ack ed  h o u s e ."  The p a r e n t s  a lw ays came and i t  was alw ays © t i g  

s u c c e s s .

Every p u p i l  who e v e r  w ent to  Maple Grove w i l l  rem em ber th e  b a l l  diam ond.

The l i t t l e  h i l l  up to  f i r s t  b a s e ,  and home b a s e  was a lw ays b e s id e  th e  pump.



We w ent t e a r in g  a m u n d  th e  "bases, th e n  home end r i g  t  to  th e  pump t o r  a few 

g u lp s  o f cold, w a te r  "before o u r tu r n  up to  "bat a g a in .  Those lo v e ly  maple t r e e s  

were som eth ing  we to o v  f o r  g r a n te d  "but so many s c h o o l y a rd s  now lo o k  b a r r e n  in  

com parison .

Then th e re  w ere  th e  5- I t *  l a r d  p a i l s  we a l l  had f o r  c a r r y in g  o u r lu n c h  

to s c h o o l. Thejr m ust have h^d good s t r o n g  h - n d le s  to  s t» n d  ?o much sw in g in g . 

In th e  e a r ly  s p r in g  o f  th e  y e = r  when th e  w a te r  was ru n n in g  we to o k  th e  l i d s  

o f f  and f lo a t e d  them in  th e  s tre a m  t h a t  r a n  down th e  e ig h th  l i n e  h i l l  and had 

to run  a lo n g  th e  ro a d  to  c a tc h  them  a t  th e  b o tto m  b e fo r e  th ey  s w i r le d  in to  

the  deep w a te r  and u n d e r  th e  b r id g e .  The view  from  th e  to p  o f  th o s e  h i ' l s  on 

the  e ig h th  l i n e  was b e a u t i f u l .  The w alk  to  and from  sc h o o l was q ong and m ust 

have tak en  i t s  t o l 1 o f  shoe l e a t h e r  b u t  gave us th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  become w e ll  

a c q u a in te d  w ith  e v e ry  k in d  o f  w e a th e r  a s  w e l l  as e v e ry  a p p le  and choke c h e r ry  

t r e e  a lo n g  th e  way. We found  w here  th e  w ild  s t r a w b e r r i e s  g re ^  r e d d e s t  a lo n g  

the  ro ad  and th e y  w ere  f r e s h  and c le a n .  We c o u ld  g e t  a  d r in k  o f  f r e s h  s p r in g  

w a te r h a l f  way up th e  h i l l  in  B i l l y  B a in e ’ s f i e l d .  T here was alw ays w a te r  th e r e  

when e v e ry th in g  e l s e  had  d r ie d  u p , som etim es enough to  s in k  down -nd  g e t  o u r 

f e e t  w et to o .

D uring sc h o o l h o u rs  we p r a c t i s e d  w r i t i n g  by th e  h o u r -  c i r c l e s  and 

l e t t e r s  over and o v e r  u n t i l  th e y  w ere p e r f e c t l y  fo rm ed . Our s l a t e s  sq u eak ed  

and s l a t e  p e n c i l s  f e l l  on th e  f l o o r  a n ’ b ro k e . We each  h « i  a  l i t t l e  b o t t l e  

o f w a te r  on our d e sk  f o r  w a sh in g  o f f  ou r s l a t e  and a c lo th  to  ru b  i t  d ry . I 

seem to  remember h o ld in g  th e  c u f f  o f  my s w e a te r  w i th  my f in g e r s  w h ile  .1 gave 

my s l a t e  a f i n a l  p o l i s h  w i th  my s le e v e .  M others w i n  p r o b a b ly  remember the  

r e s u l t s  o f  th e s e  t h in g s .

Then th e re  was th e  o ld  brown cu p b o ard  t h a t  s to o d  a t  th e  w e s t end o f  th e  

l i t t l e  p la t fo rm . I t  was f i l l e d  w ith  such  good books ®nd i t  was a Joy  to  be 

c h o o sin g  one to  r e a d .  The l i t t l e  y e llo w  c o lo u re d  "G olden "Rule B ooks” w ere 

f a v o u r i t e s  b u t  t h e r e  w ere many o th e r s  in c lu d in g  "A C h i l d 's  H is to ry  o f  E n g lan d ”



w ith  such s to r ie s  as ’’King A rthur and His ig h ts  of the Round i a b le 11 <uid "Ihc 

Two L i t t l e  P rinces in  the Tower."

No gossip or c r i t ic is m  o f the teacher was ever allow ed in  our home =nd 

we grew up with the g re a te s t  re s p e c t  fo r  our te a c h e rs .

And now a f in a l  s a lu te  to Maple Grove School. What h ap p ie r memories 

could piny p lace  p ro v id e .

ITEMS EROM SECTION

One p ic n ic  th a t  went down in  h is to ry  was h e ld  u sin g  the school grounds and 

Sandy C lark ’s bush, A booth was s e t  up and lemonade made from a powder was 

sold and a number go t very s ic k .

In any Scotch home one would hear the s to ry  o f the tug-of-w ar team which 

brought fame to the  Zorras in  1893 Chicago d e fe a tin g  w e ll coached teams 

rep resen tin g  s ix  n a tio n s  o f the w orld. Members o f the te«m were Wm, Munroe, 

Robert McLeod, Alex C lark , I r a  Hummason, ^nd R. M cIntosh, anchor m»n and E. L. 

Sutherland, c a p ta in . A ll were farm ers w ith in  w alk ing  d is ta n c e  o f each o th e r , 

.and weighed around 2Q0 lb s . each. Sandy C lark was from Maple Grove s e c tio n .

The w in ter of 1373-79 never seemed to be fo rg o tte n  by the othe^ people of 

the d i s t r i c t  and should n o t be over looked w ith  a l l  the in o c u la tio n s  the c h i ld 

ren receive  to-day to p rev en t d is e a se . E ig h ty -e ig h t y ears  ago th e re  was l i t t l e  

to combat d isease  and under th o se  c o n d itio n s , a v io le n t form o f  sm all-pox 

broke out on the e ig h th  l in e  and spread . Death came to s ix te e n  of Z o rra 's  

sons »nd daughters and on the 3 th  l in e  the b ru n t o f the d isease  h u rle d  i t s  

f u l l  weight. At l e a s t  one death  was in  Maple Grove s e c tio n . Some who did 

recover were l e f t  more o r le s s  c r ip p le s  and some marked fo r  l i f e .  I t  was 

during those dark days and n ig h ts  th a t  Dr. Adams, o f Embro, the community doc

to r ,  a c lever young d o c to r, drove in to  yards w ith  h is  horse and c u t te r  where 

death s ta lk ed  a t the  door o f  homes and where o th e r  humans were a f ra id  to e n te r .



Re did not take the d isease  bu t c a r r ie d  i t  home and a de = th  came in  h is  own 

home. We should be very th an k fu l fo r the advance in  m edical re se a rc h . An 

outbreak such as th a t  could not happen to -day .

Another so c ia l event was a b ig  race  fo r  the v ic in i ty  he ld  on the 8 th  

l in e  s ta r t in g  below Dan C la rk ’ s p la c e , to the co rn e r. There W A S  very  l i t t l e  

in  the way o f d itc h e s  to b o th e r and i t  inc luded  fo o t ra c es  as w ell as horse 

ra c es , e tc . The ward was passed  from one to ano ther and by t h e i r  weekly new— 

spaper (Embro C o u rie r). They came fo r m iles and had a wonderful day to g e th e r.

CENTURY FARMS

Alex McIntosh, John McKay, 7th l i n e ,  Roy R oss, Andrew Me onald , and the 

Angus B. McKay farm was a t  the time o f h is  d ea th  and h is  s i s t e r ’ s death , 

Miss Margaret McKay.

FROM THE SECTION

TEACHERS NURSES DOCTORS

Marion Langdon Agnes McKay Dr. G-arfield Munroe

Dr. Andrew McKay E l la  McIntosh Dr. Alex Munroe

Mamie Clark N e ll ie  B ir tc h Dr. Andrew McKay

Nina Crang Dr. J . F. L ip p ert

Lois Ann McBurney Fanny Munroe MINISTERS

Helen Langdon Addie Munroe Hugh Munroe

John Robertshaw Minnie Munroe W illiam  Munroe

Anna McBurney Ena White DRUGGISTS

Helen Smith Dorothy McDonald C lark Murray

Lois Sharples K athleen Day W alter Munroe



JOTTINGS
The Sm iths: The- F rank  Sm iths have s o ld  th e  S m ith  Farm and. r e t i r e d ,  to  Embro, 
b u i ld in g  them selves a  new home. F ra n k  h as  s e rv e d  i n  an e d u c a t io n a l  c a p a c i ty  
b e in g  a p p o in ted  to  th e  W oodstock--Suburban S chool B o a rd  and s e r v in g  f o r  f o u r 
teen  y e a r s .  The p a r e n t s ,  Mr. and M rs. A lex Sm ith farm ed  t h i s  la n d  f o r  many 
y e a rs . A son, James Sm ith  m a r r ie d  to  M arion Munroe l i v e s  in  Embro and a b r o 
th e r  Gordon in  W oodstock, and a  s i s t e r ,  H elen , i n  L in d sa y . A b r o th e r  B u rn s , 
who was m arried  to  Susan R ic h a rd so n , a  fo rm er M aple Grove t e a c h e r ,  d ie d  a few 
y ea rs  ago.

The Smith farm  was o r i g i n a l l y  th e  home o f  C ap t. Gordon who was v e ry  prom 
in e n t  in  the  e a r ly  d a y s , b e in g  one o f  th e  s p o n s o rs  o f  th e  b u i l d i n g  o f  th e  Leg 
Church.

Gordon Smith and h i s  w i f e ,  th e  fo rm e r Rhoda Mae R oss farm ed  f o r  many 
y e a rs  a t  In n e rk ip . They w ere f a i t h f u l  w o rk e rs  in  th e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C hurch 
th e re  and s in c e  r e tu r n in g  to  W oodstock a t t e n d  Knox P r e s b y t e r i a n  C hurch. Gordon 
was a p rom inent Mason and in  1937 was Bi s t r i c t  D eputy  Grand M a s te r , W ilson  
D i s t r i c t .

C la rk  Murray, a  d r u g g is t  in  W oodstock was f e d e r a l  Member o f  P a r l ia m e n t  
be in g  e le c te d  in  19^9. He i s  g ra n d s o n  o f  th e  l a t e  Mr. and M rs. A lex C la rk .

W illiam  G. Forbes was th e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  Z o rra  C a le d o n ia n  S o c ie ty  
when i t  was re o rg a n iz e d  in  1937.

Mr. and Mrs. F rank  .P a rk e r  w ere in  c h a rg e  o f  th e  County Home f o r  a  number 
o f  y e a rs . Mrs. P a rk e r  i s  th e  fo rm e r  Annie Forbes..

V ic to r  Ross, f o r  a tim e p r e s i d e n t  o f  Im p e r ia l  O il  was a son  o f  th e  f i r s t  
te a c h e r , D. H. Ross. H is m other was B a rb a ra  F o rb e s .

Wm. G irbes S r. was County Road S u p e r in te n d e n t  f o r  a number o f  y e a r s .

Mr. and Mrs. M a rsh a ll  P o r t e r  o f  C a lg a ry  e n t e r t a i n e d  Queen E l iz a b e th  and 
P rin ce  P h i l ip  a t  t h e i r  C a lg a ry  home, on th e  l a s t  t o u r  o f  th e  R oyal C ouple. 
Mrs. P o r te r  i s  th e  fo rm er L i l l i a n  F o rb e s Q

John G. A. McKay has  p u rc h a s e d  th e  F o s te r  fa rm  w h ich  was one tim e owned 
by h is  g ra n d fa th e r ,  th e  l a t e  Hugh McKay. He a n i  h i s  so n s  now have th r e e  hun
dred a c re s  and keep a  h e rd  o f  H o l s t e i n s ,  a ls o  b e e f  c a t t l e ,

A rchie B la i r ,  who b o u g h t th e  F o rb e s  farm  i s  n o te d  f o r  h i s  h o r s e s  and sh e ep .

Around 1885 9  ro a d  was b u i l t  to  form  a s h o r t  c u t  f o r  th e  S e v en th  L in e  
people to g e t to  Embro.

I t  i s  r e p o r te d  t '^ a t  th e  C am pbells o f  Maple G rove s e c t io n  w ere among th e  
f i r s t  fa rm ers  to  have H o ls te in  c a t t l e  i n  t h i s  a r e a .

TRUSTEES

Alex M cIntosh farm s th e  la n d  p io n e e r e d  by h i s  g r a n d f a th e r ,  th e  l a t e  R o b e rt 
M cIntosh. He has s e rv e d  as t r u s t e e  ^nd has  be n k e e n ly  i n t e r e s t e d  in  Community 
a f f a i r s .  His w ife  was th e  fo rm er A lb e r ta  McKay, He and h i s  so n , C a lv in , have 
added—tp —the-farffiv~~T?hey^are--no-te^ f i n e  h e rd  o f  H o l s te in s  and-.are



e x h ib i to r s  a t  th e  R oyal W in te r  F a i r  and l o c a l  f a l l  f a i r s .  Among many t r o p h i e s ,  
they  have won the  C anad ian  H o ls te in  B re e d e rs  Award, H is f a t h e r ,  th e  l a t e  D onald 
M cIntosh ha^ f in e  c a t t l e  and h o rs e s  and was an e x h i b i t o r  o f  heav y  h o rs e s  a t  th e  
f a i r .  Alex has one d a u g h te r ,  Mrs. Howard M urray. A b r o th e r  o f  A le x 's ,  R o b e r t 
d ied  a number o f y e a r s  ago and a n o th e r  b r o th e r ,  John  McKenzie M cIntosh  d ie d  r e 
c e n tly . T his b ro th e r  was m anager o f  th e  B e l l  T e lep h o n e  a t  B r a n t f o r d  a t  th e  tim e  
of h is  d e a th . C a lv in  M cIn tosh  i s  m a r r ie d  to  th e  fo rm e r Annie P ro u se  and th e y  
have c h i ld re n  and l i v e  i n  th e  b ig  house  n th e  M c In to sh  farm ,

The Lawrence S u th e r la n d s  who have b een  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  f o r  s e v e r 
al y e a rs  so ld  t h e i r  farm  and moved to  Tw erton.

A ls te r  C lark  and A lex M atheson have r e tu r n e d  a f t e r  v i s i t i n g  in  S c o t la n d . 
They sp e n t some tim e a t  Dornoch and had  t r i p s  th ro u g h  S u th e r l a n d s h i r e .

W ith in  the p a s t  y e a r  th e  Community w ere sh o ck ed  to  l e a r n  o f th e  d e a th  o f  
Mrs. R obert P e lto n , th e  fo rm er L i la  B i r t c h ,  The B i r t c h  fa m ily  have been  in  
the s e c t io n  since  e a r ly  day s. A so n , Theron farm s a m ile  n o r t^  o f  th e  farm  o f  
h is  f a t h e r ,  the  l a t e  H arry  B i r t c h ,  who was a s c h o o l t r u s t e e  f o r  y e ^ r s .  Ross 
B ir tc h  and f-m ily  a re  l i v i n g  in  W oodstock . A b r o t h e r  W arren B i r tc h  l i v e s  in  
Simcoe,

Roy R oss, son * f  th e  l a t e  Mr. and Mrs. D onald  R oss farm s a farm  t h a t  has 
been in  th e  fam ily  «ne h u nd red  and two y e a r* . A f te r  5 s u c c e s s f u l  y e a r s  a t  th e  
W, C, I . he took over h i s  f a t h e r ’ s fa rm . He s e rv e d  as a  t r u s t e e  o f Maple Grove 
School and a lso  as s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r  o f  th e  s c h o o l b o ° rd  & o f  E benezer C hurch . 
Hie w ife , t ’-e form er C ora McKay i s  on th e  s t a f f  o f V ic to ry  M em orial S ch o o l, 
I n g e r s o l l .

George McBurney se rv e d  as t r u s t e e .  He i s  t 1-e son  o f  th e  l a t e  Mr. and M rs. 
A lb e rt McBurney. His w i f e ,  ^he fo rm e ’” Alma H a llo c k , ta u g h t  a t  Maple Grove a 
number o f yea^s and i s  p r e s e n t ly  t e a c h in g  in  E a s t  Z o rra  S ch o o ls  a t  H ickson . 
When the  tornado s tr u c k  in  19:3» th e  McBurney b a rn  was d e s tro y e d  and a new b a rn  
was b u i l t .  T he ir son A lan i s  a g r a d u a te  o f  R idgtow n A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o lleg e  w here  
ano the r son LaVerne i s  in  a t te n d a n c e .  L o is  Ann, won p r o v in c i a l  honours in  
grade 1} and has s in c e  g ra d u a te d  from  U. o f  W. O n ta r io .

There are  no d e sc e n d a n ts  o f  t b e l ^ t e  Mr. and M rs, John  S u th e r la n d  l i v i n g  
in  th e  s e c t io n . T h e ir  farm  i s  owned by Simon McDonald who has  a c q u ire d  s e v e r a l  
o th e r p a rc e ls  o f la n d . H is son Jim  i s  on th e  farm  n e x t  to  h i s .  L ikew ise  t h e r e  
are  no Crangs l e f t .  A lex l i v e s  in  F l i n t  °nd M ina, M rs. B i l l  D avidson  i s  m oving 
to Owen Sound.

Mr. and Mrs. E a rn e s t  Lowes a r e  a b o u t to  d is p o s e  o f  t h e i r  fa rm , Jean  was 
|n e  o f the  White fam ily  who were n o te d  f o r  t h e i r  m u s ic a l  a b i l i t y .  R o b e rt W hite  
k i l l e d  in  the  F i r s t  W orld War was an e x c e l l e n t  v i o l i n i s t .  Two b r o th e r s ,  B ruce  
and T«m have d ied  as has  Agnes, m rs. John  M cDonald. A s i s t e r  Ena l i v e s  in  
Arizona and MacDonald W hite now r e t i r e d  was a  fo rm er p r e s i d e n t  o f  T o ro n to  H ydro.

Of the  fam ily  o f  th e  l » t e  Mr. and  Mrs. Wm. M cDonald, o n ly  Andrew and A nnie, 
Mrs. Jim L a v e tt  o f  C l in to n  a re  l i v i n g .  D ouglas McDonald who to o k  o v e r  h i s  f a t h 
e r ’ s farm  is  a g ran d so n .

Mrs. C a th a rin e  M cIn tosh  H»we who l i v e s  a t  H a r r in g to n  i s  a s i s t e r  o f  A le x 's .  
She i s  n o ted  fo r  h e r  work in  c h u rc h  o r g a n iz a t io n s  and th e  Women's I n s t i t u t e  and 
is  keenly  i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e  l » c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  com m unity. She has  one daugh
t e r .  R osina m arried  to  H il to n  M o rris  and a son Mac Howe who to o k  o v e r  h i s  
f a th e r  1s f^rm.



Donald Clark S t. was the f i r s t  t r e a s u re r  o f the Zorra Caledonian Society  
formed in I856. Dr. Mary W right of London, head of the Psychology D epart
ment of Western U n iv e rs ity  i s  0 g re a t  grand daughter of h is  "being the f i r s t  
wom?n to hea a Department a t  W estern U n iv e rs ity . His son,Jam es, is  on h is  
fa th e r ’ s farm on the te n th  l i n e .  His daughter Mamie, r e t i r e d  from sch o o l- 
teaching, makes her home th e re  as w e ll. Rowena, ano ther daughter is  Mrs. 
Harrison J^an o f N iagara  F a l ls .  A b ro th e r Alex C lark  w*s on the famous Tug 
of War Team

From Eva V annatter, June 1966;

I t  is  ju s t  f i f t y  y ears  ago th i s  month th a t  I com pleted my f i r s t  year of 
teaching, and Maple Grove was my f i r s t  school. At th a t  tim e , the enro llm ent 
was ju s t  18, and one o f my form er te ac h e rs  a t Woodstock C o lle g ia te , Mr. J . M. 
Cole, was the In sp ecto r o f sch o o ls .

I believe one of the h ig h lig h ts  of the Community L ife  of S. S, No. 9 th a t  
year was the Glee Club which was formed. The members o f i t  were M essrs. Burns 
Campbell, Angus Forbes, James E. McKay, Donald R oss, R obert J. Su therland , 
and James Thomson, — a l l  o f whom have passed on. I W»B the accom panist, and 
we had many p leasan t evenings when we v is i te d  v a rio u s  homes in  the sec tio n  
for p ra c tise j follow ed by a s o c ia l  time a fte rw ard s .

June 30,1966 •
Tho teacher, Mr. .Peter Cuthbert, and the pupils have packed the 

books and the remaining supplies ready to be taken to the new area 
school, Highland Park .Mr. Cuthbert has boon the teacher for the past 
3 years and one of the highlights of his time was the excellent 
skating rink that the pupils Helped him flood on many frosty days 
and evenings. At the closing of school only 3 families attending' 
n^c descendents o" the original families. Mary and Alex McIntosh, 
children of Mr. and Mrs. Calvin McIntosh , are the "ourth generation 
of McIntosh’s to attend* Steven McDonald, son of Mr. and ! rs.Douglas 
McDonald, is of the third generation, as is Douglas loss, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Roy M. loss.

To commemorate our reunion of Maple Grove School, we have 
attempted to publish this book. Many hours have boon spent in histor
ical jiosoarch and in compiling it and much of the credit must go to 
two former pupils, Mrs. Cassie Howe and Miss Mamie Clark.

Several others have contributed articles and bits of information 
and we are very grateful to each and every one. We regret any errors 
or omissionsj time did not permit us to do as much as wo had hoped. 
Wo trust that you will enjoy reading the book and that it willbring 
bring back many pleascint reminiscences of Maple Grove School.
Reunion Committee Historical ' '' k

Roy M s Ross, ChairmanMrs. Ross Edwards, Secretary
Mrs. Douglas McDonald, Treasurer 
irs. Ernest Lowes
Gordon A. Smith
R.3.Langdon
Alox. Me Intosh

Mrs. Herbert Howe 
Miss Mamie Clark 
Mrs. Roy M. Ross 
Mrs. Calvin McIntosh 
Gordon Smith
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TEACHERS

186c D. H. R oss 1915-16  Eva F a n n ^ tte r

Jo h n  L. M urray 1916-17  E r ie  Newton

John  S c o t t 1917-13  J e a n  McKay

Dr. Andrew McKay 1913-19  M arion  Langdon

Thomas Bayne 1919—21 S. V. W illiam so n

1879 F i t z g e r a l d  S u th e r la n d 1 921 -2^  M iss W hatmouth

1880 Agnes W alls 1 9 2 J -2 7  Mary F in le o n

1 8 8 ^ -8 6  C h r i s t i n a  McKay 1927 M iss W illia m so n

1886-88  A nnie Geddes 1927-30  Alma H a llo c k

18 88-9U Wm. Munro e I93O -37  Mabel Hogg

I89U W. B. Amy 19 37-^0  O liv e  S c h w e itz e r

I8 0 5 -9 6  Jo h n  L. M urray 19U0-U2 M y rtle  F lem ing

1895 K enne th  L. McLeod 19^2—1'4 D oro thy  M. McKay

1896-93  Wm. McNeil 19hU_U6 H elen  McLeod

I898 -19O I Lena F e a th e r s to n e 19U6-L8 Mary M uir

1902 Mary Bayne 19^8-51  Anna. M. M cPherson

1903 Lena R e id 1 9 51 -52  Carmene Brennamon

19O3-O0 J .  J .  Ross 1952-57  C a r r ie  McBurney

19O6--O9 A nnie M a rsh a ll 1057-61  D an ie l Lambkin

1909 -11  Mayme MeCaul 1961-63  L y le  Sm ith

1 9 1 1 -1 ^  E l iz a b e th  M cCorquodale 196U—66 P . C u th b e rt

191^ Susan R ic h a rd s o n

The b lu e  s k ie s  s m i le ,  and flo w ers , b lo o n o  n , 
And r i v e r s  s t i l l  keep f lo w in g , 

The d e a r  God s t i l l  h i s  r a i n  and sun
On good and i l l  b e s to w in g .

His p in e  t r e e s  w h is p e r ,  ’’T ru s t  and  w a it .’ ” 
H is f lo w e rs  a re  p ro p h e sy in g

T hat a l l  we d re a d  o f  change o r f a t e
H is  lo v e  i s  u n d e r ly in g

J .  G. W h i t t i e r
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