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■ I , '  C harles J o o f f ln ,  was born in  I n g e r s o l l ;  O n ta r io , on th e  sou th  west
'c o r n e r  of Oxford & D u ffe rin  S t on Sept 28th 1868. I thought I  might put in  

. t i m e  're co rd in g  th e  town’ s ad v an cem en ts in ce  I was old enough to  remember 
th e  p a s t h i s to r y  o f In g e rso ll* ' F i r s t , I suppose i t  i s  Ijhe p ro p er th in g  to  
do, i s  to  g ive a h i s t o r y 'o f  m y s e l f . r I 'w a s  educated in  tow n/ passed  through 

/  P u b lic  S ch o o l,a t  th e /a g o 3 o f .14 ,and‘ on;:j;p/Hi'jghj S c h o o l./ / / / / ■ •  J

’I  was then  l iv in g  oh King s t  in  a c o ttag e  my f a th e r  b u i l t  when I was 1- 
th re e  years  o ld . Ho w a s jE n g in e e r-a t.th e  Noxon Co. and was w ith  th e m 'u n ti l  
1881 when he opened up a Grocery s to re  on King St E. My m other passed away 
in  O ctober 1885 and my f a th e r  in  .March 1886, le a v in g  me and my tw o -s ig te ra . 
• / ; /  : ‘ ■. >  A '/ ’ • • " '/<  "  ' ' '  ' ' ■ ' . ■ <

I was 17 y ea rs  old th e n 1and continued  th e  s to re  u n t i l  1889 wheh I  went 
to  the Morth W e s t 'T e r r i to r ie s  and f i n a l l y  landed in  Chicago, remained th e re  
some tim e. :Then came back to  I n g e r s o l l ,  was m arried  in  1894 and opened a 

■r f r u i t ,  tobacco and co n fe c tio n e ry  s to r e  on Thames S t .  I  d isposed  o f i t  in  
• 1901 ; and went to  Winnipeg to  w ork :a t b o o k k e e p in g .-^  I came back, I 

: went to  work in  Noxon's O ffice  In  1907. I  s t a r t e d 'a s  O ffice  Manager’ a t ’ 
the Borden Co,' o r a s  i t  was c a l le d  th e n , t h e ’S t . C harles *: I was w ith them 
u n t i l  O ctober 1 9 3 6 ,/and; owing to  an a c c id e n t which re s u l te d  in  th e  l o s s .o f  

/  . p a r t i h e a r i n g  and l a t e r  pn,-.developed / o a t q r a c ^  _  .
.•Jinahle /to  -do? a n y th in g . , $■’' J' /.„ /  \  '• / '• ’’ ■

'■  v / - /  i • <  /  ■ ■ '■ V  ’ - -  f  :  ' ■ ■ ? •  ' ■ /  . '

* W ^/'N o w , as to  my boyhood days, I was always in te re s te d  I n ' s p o r t s , was a : ( f a i r l y  good L acrosse p layer, a n d 'b a s e b a l l , and I  d id  l ik e  swimming. There ; 
’was always a b ig  event a t 'S m i th ’ s Pond on J u l y - l s t ^ ^ I  won f i r s t  p r i z e  in 
/swimming one year, and f i r s t  In  d iv in g .th e  nex t y ea r. W e/d idn 't have hockey' 

j a t  tha t, tim e , but we used to  p lay .S h in n y . That w asjplayed on P a r t i p ’ s '  
Pond.h l  was a lw a y s’fond .'o f m usic. " I s ta r te d  c h o ir  work when T  was 18 /  
yeara  o l d , : a ,yury .L eader,K ing  S t;. ; M q th o ^  /  ' '.1/ / '

■ continued my f a t h e r 18 s to re  about 4 y e a r s . /  There i s  only one other,
/ / s t o r e ,  . John G ayfer, th a t  was. in  business' t h e n . I t - w a s  (a n ' unopmmon s ig h t  

.to see 25 to  40 fammer’s teams a t  each o f th e  f lo u r  and g r i s t  m il ls  on a : ?
/S a tu rd a y -m o rn in g .W a g e s  a t  t h a t ’ t im e -$1.00 p e r d a y -to  $1 .25 . Wood was 
■ tho 'maln fu e l.-  We. always got around 25“cord ,o f 20” c le a r  maple, body wood

-• a t '$ 1 .2 5  p e r  co rd . -We would g e t ' i t  in  the  w in te r  ’ an d ' s p l i t ‘and p i l e  i t  up 
in  th e  S p rin g . Bread was 6^ a lo a f ,  oggs/8  to  10(jf a 'd o z e n , 10 lb .  goose 
40 t o .  5 0 ^ ,‘••^turkeys, a. n ic e - o n e 'f o r  ■ •7 5 0 /chickens 25 to  30/ p e r p a i r ,

: Cspuds 100*a 'p e o k , l iv e r s  no charge , if -y o u  went t o ‘ the  fa c to ry  fo r  them, ' g  
so the: co s t o f . l iv in g  compared'"to wages was. on a p a r . Lots o f  people 
kept a cow and c h ic k e n s W e .  iaade‘'o u r ’Own' BOft soap and _ tallow  cand les f’

<7an d /if/y o u ;/h ad ; A .-veranda/on‘'your'/house ♦‘•/p a ; .p ia n o ,/y q ^  axoousin to  
.•.the .K ing. / - : ' . ; / / i ;

were a 'p r e t t y  h e a lth y , l o t . 5 I ' remember th e /f i r s t  dea th /from
■;/oonsqmpt 1 on, ; a man in /o u r. ’end ~of :the?:.tow^^^^ O aiiterbury .St
-They d id n 't  c a l l  iV T  B; a t  th a t  tim e . , - . 4 ?

/  $  ' V ; / - ‘ ■ ; / '■ / ' ’ '■.■/ z  • • - • J ; - - - : - ; ’:.-  :

/!■ ■■•//; ./T h iq  ;w.as/a w lld ': qnd w oolly  tOwn^thon.' They t a l k ’about the  te en ag e rs  
/ / In  Tor'onto,' b u t . th ey  haven? t  a n y th in g ‘on th e  boys. h e re . At t h i s  tim e , th e re  
://w as’'3-gangs' had rib b o n s—n o rth , o f  the ' ;r iv e r j  b lu e - From 0 N Hlwy. and e a s t

o f Thames<fSt -  w h ite . /  From 0, N Rlwy and' west o f ThamesSt. Any boy see in g  
. a - g l r l  home, had to  keep h is  eyes pee led  when re tu rn in g  f o r  h e r  was1 l i k e l y ’ 
to  rece iv e  a show er-of s to n es  and no wonder. ‘ You. c o u ld ’go down’ town a t  

^ " i 'g h f '/ a n d  see a l l  k inds of sc ra p s , not boys, bu t men. hut i t  was between 
'/C a th o l ic  and Orangemen. It-w as no t sa fe  f o r  a fellovy from'W oodstock to

come up h e ro . '  / # . ’ . ; . i ‘
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O r,an In g e r s o l l ,f e l lo w  to  go th e re  a f t e r  th e  P u b lic  School was out. a t  4
You could go down to  G‘M u rray '3 
now, and fin d  anywhere from 10 
a l l  changed. • ; 1
J- ' . • ■ '■ • ' Z ’ ’ • ’ ' . ;

We had a good town though.

Wood yeard wherre th e  .Cole Co. b u ild in g  i s  
to  20 couples f ig h t in g  i t  o u t, but t h a t ' i s

We had a lo t  o f co lored  people h e re  a t  th a t
tim e and th ey  decided to  run them out o f tow n.’ They d id , but some ^re tu rned . 
There was a house o p p o site  W elling ton  S t, on the  n o rth  s id e  of King -  a one 
s to ry , "3 a p a rtm e n ts , and th e  w hites to re ' th a t  down."' Thore was an old s la v e ,  
l iv e d  a t  th e  c o rn e r o f W elling ton  and King named George W ashington B evins. 
They . d id n ' t  i n t e r f e r e  w ith  him.,' ,.He:'claimed he was 102 years o ld , / /  

■ ■' ■- - • i < ' % -■
We had so^e young funny c h a ra c te rs  h e re . There was-one o u ts tan d in g  \  

one — Bev. Solomon P e te r  H ale. He was a g re a t p reach e r and he cou ld , n t 
th a t  tim e , read , and I know, f o r  I tau g h t him h is  l e t t e r s .  He used to  hold

; "Open A ir"  se rv ic e s  in  the Park end drew b ig  crowds. Then, he got to
p reach in g  in  th e  co lo red  church", over t h e ' riv e r* an d  would hold se rv ic e s  a t

' ’n ig h t ..  Us young w h ite s ; would go th e re .  -There' a re  th in g s  th a t  s t i c k  in
- y o u r  memory and th i s  is  one. They would tak e  up^the .c o l le c t io n  and then  

. / / ' . s t a r t  h is  o ra t io n . We would 'a l l  .drop a d opper^ ln '’and he would thank every^ 
body fo r  the  d o n a tio n s . ’ One 'old co lored  fe llo w  w o,u ld ./yell'"G lory , G lory" 

/ / ?  th en  S. P. Hale would ask fo r  some .o f the b ro th h ^ s^ to 'sp e a k  so one n ig h t - 
the  "Glory" man s ta r te d  to  p ray  and th i s  was i t  — "Good .Lord, send the v  

; angel G ab rie l down in  a c h a rio t;  of f i r e  and tak e  B ro,./Jones r ig h t  up to  
- H eaven." A fte r  the  se rv ic e  was.' d ism issed ; someone '..suggested-we 'pay  Bro.
'  Jones a v i s i t  so we went and I ,  being  the k i d ’ of--;th e  hunch, I was e le c te d  

/ /  . ..to do the ta lk in g .  r I  walked up to.-,the door, rapped , /ra p p e d ?.ag a in , then  I 
/" 's a id , %"Bro.- J o n e s t h e n  ho asked me what I ' wanted »> r  s a id ’.v' "This is  th e  

angel G ab rie l come down to  take Bro, Jones up^-to Heaven in  a - c h a r io t  o f 
f i r b . "  WNow,' lo o k /h e re  you, go on away, Bro. Jones d o n 't  l iv e  h e re  a t  a l l . '  
-• ■ ■ ’ ■ • ", „ . ' /  '  - y ■ ; .  ■ " ■ • .

’ T hinking over my e a r l i e r  l i f e  where I liv e d  on C anterbury  S t . ,  the  
.^.changes a re  hard to  b e l ie v e . ' -T h e re / is n 't  a fam ily  l iv in g ' on C anterbury  S t. 
.from  the  C orpo ra tion  Line to  Thames’S t ,  none o n H a l l ,  T un is, W elling ton , 
K ing, ;M ill ,  W ater.’ ' N ot-a b u s in e ss  man th a t  was here  th e n . Our p o p u la tio n  
was 3,000 to  4 ,0 0 0 . * . ’ ■ /- ■ ■ .

■ p-* — Our in d u s t r ie s  were the Noxon Co. My f a th e r  was. an E ngineer th e re .  
/• He w a s /o ilin g  the cogs th a t  drove th e  b ig 'd r iv e  wheel Avhen h e-g o t h is  s h i r t  
- s leev e  caught and drew h is  arm in ,  g r in d in g  i t  ju s t  about o ff."  He stopped 

th e  engine and s ta r te d  fo r  up town. Someone s ta r t e d  to  f in d  th e  cause o f /
</ ^ t h e  shu f down and . found blood a l l  over th e : f lo o r .  /They trao ed /an d  over- 
y -” -took  him o p p o site  the  P re sb y te r ia n  Church where i t  now s ta n d s?  and took him 

home. Dr. W illiam s took h is  hand o ff  and f ix ed  him up.,; '

' / • / / / W  Thore was th e  Eastwood Foundry on C harles S t. E, S tu a r t 's  Oatmeal M ill 
?//- on C anterbury S t:P  S m lth 's  'on Thames S t: P a r t lo 's  on M ill S t; C a r r o l l 's  

on C harles S t : /  K in g 's  on King S T :-B o ss 's  on V ic to r ia  S t: Woollen M ills
' on C harles ST: Brown's Tannery on M ill S t; J . L, G ra n t 's  Packing House on 
. .  ..V ic to ria ''S t:  B e l l 's  P lan ing  M ill on V ic to r ia  S t: B ix e l l 's  Brewery on Gas ■ 
’■;/,/ S t :  /C a s w e ll’ s^Packing C o .,■ Water S t: .B aileys ' s 1 C a rr ia g e , co rn er King & 
j  /. H a ll ,  Baddeus C arriage  Wks. on C harles S t: ' Siggan?,<a-/Carriage Wks. on 

Oxford: K e r r 's  on Thames St:" Buchanan ' s Hay. Fork/be
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B e sid e s, th e re  were M cIntyre F u rn itu re  on King St f  o,ur
t a i l o r i n g  shops — J . Boles; W aterhouse ft Bradbury: Mason’ s;

A ..Thompson & Smith: a l l  on Thames S t , ,  an d : each employed from 9 men qnd ' 
' up. ' There w ere, I th in k ,  14 h o te ls  a t  one tim e — C a rro ll  H otel , 

c o rn e r  King ft H all: B rady’ s ,  c o rn e r  King ft Thames:. Dereham House; t 
c o rn e r King & Oxford: Daly H ouse, c o rn e r  King ft Oxford; Thompson 
House, King S t: ’- T ric k  House, King St: ". K irw in H ouse, Oxford S tH ' 
McMurray H ouse, co rn e r C h arles ft- Thames S t: R oyal, Thames St;'- -y
G allag h er House, Thames St: Connor House, Thames St; K eating House 

: Thames St: Q ueen's, Thames St; G ra n t’ s ( l a t e r  c a lle d  M cCarty’ s ) ,  
'■' Thames St: A dair H ouse,; Thames St: J- y. .

v

!4 i

by C h a s .S o o f f in  who died Got 25. 1954

West s id e  -  8 houses and .the' C a r r o ll  
th e re  .'.were' 2 on C anterbury  to  J u n c tio n  of 
Tunis ' t o  H a rris  S t ,  11 on W ellington  S t. 
-from  C anterbury  .on W ellington  S t .  to  th e

The Noxon Foundry was d e s tro y e d , o r to rn  down and th e y  moved to  
'■th e  p la n t  now occupied by the Now Idea.’Furnace Co. My" f a th e r  l o s t  h is  
hand th e re  and co n tin u ed  a t  th a t  p o s i t io n  (E n g in e e r) f o r  10 y ea rs  

. when he opened up a G rocery s to r e  on King S t .  ’ Her continued  to  run i t  : 
u n t i l  h is  d e a th . ।

Given to  Byron G. Jenvey 
' . in  h i  s . 8 71h y e a r

R egarding property changes from Thames S t on, th e  south  s id e  of, 
C an terb u ry , th e re  vns no-houses up to  W ellingt.ohW ^Thoro was 5 houses 
from W ellin g to n  to  th e  back road to  th e /P a tk . and thence e a s t ,  th e re  
was only, two and P e te r  S t u a r t 1 swarehouse to ^ ^ f t^ C o rp p r a tio n  L ine.

On th e  E ast s id e ,  th e re  'were 3 up to  th e  back o f -V ic to r ia  Park 
which goes to  show th e  growth o f th e  town in  only one s e c tio n  Of i t  
in~which I  was more, f a m il ia r .

S ta b le s .  C oncession to  T unis, 
H a ll ft C anterbury , 7 r o r  8 on 
from King to  C an terb u ry , 11 
P ark , s .On th e  West s id e ,  one, ■

and. an. A shery and th e  old b a s e b a l l  grounds.

•I

On th e  n o rth  s id e  o f . C anterbury,- from , Thames^East ,'" th e re  wbre J u s t 
2 'houses and a b arn  up t o .W ellin g to n  S t .  Then.^-tp th e x ju n c tio n  of H a ll ft 
C anterbury  S t , , t h e r e  was 4 .  From -the Ju n c tio n  of H all ft C anterbury  S t.  
on th e  n o r th  s id o ’ t o > the C o rp o ra tio n  Line ,7 th e re  we.re^Xten^on, H a ll - St to  , ♦ • • * ■ // • r • । .
C an terb u ry . • • .
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A da ir House Me In ty re  F u rn itu re

Baddeus C arriage Works 

Bi leys 's  C arriage Works 

B e l l 's  P laning M i l l  

B ix e l l 's  Brewery 

Borden Co

M u rra y 's , G

Me Murray House 

Me Crumb 

Noxon Co 

Queen's Hotel

B o les, J .

B rady 's  Hotel

Bevins, George WAshington

Brown's Tannery 

Buchanan’ s Hay Fork

C arro l 1 M il l

Royal Hotel

P a r t lo 's  Pond

S c o ff in ,  Charles

S m ith 's  Pond

S iggan 's C arriage Works

S tu a r t 's  Oatmeal M i l l

C a rro ll Hotel Thompson House

C a r r o l l 's  S table Thompson and Smith

C a sw e ll's  Packing Co

Cole Co

T r ic k  House

Waterhouse and Bradbury

Conner House

Daly House

Dereham House

W illia m s ,D r.

G a llagher House 

G ayfer, John 

G ra n t's  Packing House 

G ra n t's  Hotel 

Hale,Solomon Peter 

Jones

K irw in  House

Me C a rty 's  Hotel

1
Keating

Kerr
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