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Famous Plank Rd, Linked Ingersoll find Port BurwellTravellers accustomed today to the smooth surface of asphalt roads would wince in pain at the discomfort often suffered by those travelling the famous Plank Road from Port Burwell to Ingersoll in the past century.The road went from Ingersoll through Salford, Mount Elgin and Tillsonburg to Port Burwell, 
a distance of 32 miles. W i t h  timber in abundance in the area, the road was surfaced with planks or “ corduroy” .It is said that often the sound of the horses’ hoofs could be 

heard long before they could be seen and the innkeeper along the way speeded preparation of refreshments for his approaching guests.Occasionally the driver of the coach might take too much liquid refreshment, adding to the hazards and discomfort o f : the bumpy ride.It is interesting to note that the freight wagon had priority over the stage. Business was brisk along this important route, with the movement of a large volume of goods from Port Burwell.A  sidelight on this transportation is that the driver sat on the left side of his wagon because I the brake was on that side. It was this detail that resulted in| the tradition of driving on the, right-hand side of the road and passing on the left. The driver of the stage, however, clung to . the British custom of nassin? or the right.
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JVA H this activity in the lumber > The road was'constructed of 
■ business' /necessitated improve- heavy planks cut, at the sawmill 
. ments in the roads, especially fol- 
•lowing the Otter Creek inland to 
Tillsonburg, sixteert’ miles north 

’/and an cquaVdistance from there 
; -/to Ingersollj which- by this time 

- . - ,; T^had become ^in important point
another kind,, of stagecoach con-, y o a d . c u t ;
nccted these towns, und^.c rcum-, , r t h r o u g h  b y  ‘t h e  f i r g t  g O v e r n o r’g course.’The stage’barn 
stances more picturesque ;!! men from the Head of the Lake rstroyed in the big fire about 192f

/ ui£ ?  th° A r -  Hen,ce l i . ' - W a x tr
.(fo rt Burwell in the 1850 the plank road cama mto ex- -  . -

.enjoyed several b o o m s ; h a V e  b e  7  
* inevitable that - the 'mouth of h

-t By Mabel Burkholder ‘ 
nr^O travel rapidly and smoothly ' 
J- by bus between points on the,{ 

Ingersoll-Tillsonburg-Port ’’ Bur
well road cannot fail 'to 'recall 
memories of other days, when

the . Big Otter Creek ‘should at/*- 
tract the eye', of those seeking 

; a- safb harbor, when' roads were' 
almost non-existent -, and;, travel ,• 

, wasyby,- the-lake.
, < W z  7 ■
v » The country was a ’noble hunt- v.
• ingr ground. The Otter. Creek' j 
was! just what its name, implied,-);i 
a creek full, of fine otters/Beech 
and maple, oak, ash and stately t 

, elm stood interspersed w ith’ 
vast patches of pine, ; spruce, 
tamarack and all the ^evergreens /

"that favor sandy'soil.1 ’The Ahis- . 
torian Galinee called the region-; 
"the terrestrial paradise of . Can- . 
ada." " • •" . • j r / U 'V '  i

Axes of ' the U.E. /Loyalists;?, 
broke the silence/'Hollowpod,''I 
Hutchinson and Edison were the 
first names around Port Burwell 
an,d they ’ were settled on - the 
tract by. Col. Talbot. Hutchinson . 
and Edisori/both fought in' the '< 

; . War of 1812, .’but otherwise/ we; 
hear of little stir, in the new-col-', 

. ’ ony until 1830 when ,Col.-Mahlon ■
Burwell and’Col. Thomas, Talbot; 
surveyed the townsite'that > was 
to bear the former’̂  ; name. ;Iri 

i __ order to encourage, .settlers/; Col. 
' ' BurwellC'mad<?: gifts p f Tree;lots'./ 
• /  to. thosof who promised to erect/- 

dwelling’̂  ; thereon.’ Col. Burwell 
/ proved ^staunch friend and pat- 5 

,.ron of his port.' w^ere hebuilt an
। Episcopal church /-and ’ endowed i 
.-it tyjth, ,600/acres; of land,'. He - 

, also developed The harbor and.
. organized'a Harbor; Company. B y’ 

’’ rl836 the population'; at the mouth 
! ’>'of the Otter had .'swelled to 20Qi 
?( in h ab itan ts .^ /^  ' I

Now came the first boom along, 
\the Creek andj Of course,, it had 

‘ ,td do with the magnificent tim- 
’ .her on its^Banks. Oak trees fell 
. ; as first victims and the business 
?-;was staving. ‘ Bayham became 
- one of tho busiest townships in 
; । the settlement. Shipments to the 
* Quebec market wei-e' about 100,-' 

. . ‘000 pipe /.and - 400,000 • to 600,000 
.‘/W est India staves in a year. In 
* -1845 the Jexact number was 109,- 
'.-658 pipe and 624, 707 West-India 

■staves. Much timber 5 was ‘ also 
. cut and floated down the stream 
. and shipped from the port across 
'-'to(busy Lake Erie towns on the 
,,American side. Much was sent 
. . uncut in 'ra fts  as large as two 
„ miles long. Millions ' of - feet of 
.the finest grade of lumber could 

.-•be seen at any time piled high 
, -along the banks of the Big Otter'. 
/  ’Creek. In-1849 there was 29 saw-1 
• --mills in the township.

plank roads in the southern part 
of the province but none about 
which fonder memories cling.
' Th^ plank .road? between 
gcrsoll and Port Burwell install 

In
--n-d- -P--o--r-t- -B--u-rwtheel l pionsstt-aonftfliyce for the mail whe’ 

proved a great boon to.the lumber j they heard the stage comin? 
tradejand the long line'of lumber which was an event of no mea 
teams was a familiar sight in importance in that day. Tavern 
those .days/ Not only did the port .located at nearly every cros.' 
receive this'lumber for export by , .road between Port Burwell an 
water bpt large quantities were Tillsonburg, with as high as sb 
teamed to Ingersoll, where it :tcen on the old plank road ar 

livas shipped by rail. It soon be- ; six in Tillsonburg. 
came a famous stage route, too, f . *• * • ••
and c an old four-horse stage, 1 

■ which' lay for years on the road- 
: sidefat Eden, reminded the pass- 
^erbyfof the. merry days of old 
when the coach was an important 

. factor in the dally lives of tho
people. It was much grander in 
appearance than the stages of 

‘a Jater period and aura-of ro- 
rhance clung to this pioneer way 
of travelling. 1

?. -. * • •
In 1850 the valley of the Otter ent Staging in plank days w 

Creek enjoyed its greatest boom, .nothing but a memory.* / '.J 
An- American company from — • <- -x .<
Tonawanda-commenced the pine 
lumbering business. They were 
wealthy and employed a large 
number of men. They bought the 

„pine,. floated it down the Otter 
and rafted it across tho lake tn
be manufactured on the other 
side. The large sums of money 
they distributed during a period 
of ten years gave great impetus 
to the growth of the villages, but 
when they retired from business 
nearly all the magnificent white 
pine had - disappeared from tn e ' 
banks of-the river.
■ George Tillson, founder of tho 
town of Tillsonburg, cut the road 
from Bonson’s Corners (Courts 
land), as his family camo along

• in 1826. -He was a road-builder, as 
most pioneers had to be. and of-

; ten expressed a desire to live to 
hoar ..the stage-horn blow on the 
hill'on entering Tillsonburg from 
Ingersoll. His wish was granted, 
but how! amazed ho would have 
been if he CouJQ’have come back 
forty years later an seen the rail-.

; roads, banks, large buildings and 
' extensive .facilities for trade. Tho 
I tree was .. religiously preserved
under which’ George Tillson . 
spent his first night in the open, 
in this district, a conspicuous 
landmark-on the Vienna road,' 
a tall towering fir, overlooking 
:Big Otter /Creek.'-.

• . ' ' *  1- •

of E. D. Tillson, son of George i 
Tillson. Toll-gates were estab-I
lished at certain points and i t1 
was a very serious offence to run 
a toll-gate in those days. It was
a cheerful, noisy road, with many 

. curves winding among hills, fol
lowing;- the Otter’s tortuouf 

is were de
and the site was later occupier

’ Foundry.’-.
Gray jror

17 The stage ran north in th' 
•morningt’and returned in th> 
evening, carrying passengers nn> 
mail. The horses travelling ove 
'the planks made a deep, resound 
ing noise and residents went t<

But the' plank roads, thou?
an improvement over corduro 
did not last forever. Some plan) 
sank low im the mud and ot he 
had a nasty way of stlckii 
straight up on .fcnd during t) 
spring break-up. This route b 
came a gravel road and later 
county road. The "iron hors 
stalked through the country*! 
and the winding horn of the r 
mantle, old stage coach fell s
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Prior, to 1906 all main roads 
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but one Wading to IngprsoU had 
at least'one tool g a t & » W ^

The^Coanty of, O x fo r^ ^ a s 1 

surveyed :: whepe 1 settlements 
existed, zand 'prominentBroads 
lead to marketing^pWMSx-It 

became n^ce^sary .tty 
such
goods fcpt^dy be^bailed  ■over 
them during* plr Reasons of the 

' year by 'p jo y s e M ^  money 

was inot available by 'local 
taxation for road'maintenance, 
groups pf settlers or capitalists 
formed companies and secured

J 
v ■ ■

<■• i ' -m ' ' '5J  • <;•, /  -V- . *, • y <

• RAISING, FUNDS !
< % .

In order to raise funds to keep, 
these roads in passable condi
tion and'm ake a profit, the 
companies had*' toll gates 
erected at strategic points along 
the ro/ds.: These toll gates were 
usually^ three ; to^Tive miles 
apart; ^O ne ^ o f’ the early ; 
companies in’.’-Oxford County 
wasyorgnaized ip" September 
1849 arid known as the Ingersoll 
and Point Bur,well Plank and 
Gravel .Road Company. This 
corripariy owned the road from 
Ingersoll tp Point Bidwell. They 
levelled the; roadbed in .many 
plades arid drained; it by open 
ditches'along each side. Gravel
ling 'cost;275- pounds per mile 
and planking tne'low places, 300 
pounds per mile.'„ '

\ T h p la n k s  we?Q three inch 
pine hnd placed*’at an angle 

-across heavy timbers. Sharp 
shod’horses and vehicles wore 
through the planks in time. Jn 
repairing thevplanked portions, 
the wbrn' Ott ends, usually three 
feet Ipng.ywere thrown aside/ii| 
p ilO a^s discarded material’. 
Teamsters, returing home with 
empty sleighs or wagons picked 
up this m aterial’and filled their 

woodsheds. It made good fuel.

5 CENTS A HORSE

The full length of the road 
from Ingersoll to Point Burwell 
was 31 miles, of which 16*2 
miles were in Oxford. In 1849 
the first Officers of the company 
were President, Benj Van 
Norman, Tillsonburg; Direc
tors Thomas Brown, Ingersoll; 
Andrew Bodwell, Dereham; 
Martin Hubbard, Bayham; and 
Mr. Francisco, Vienna; R. H. 
Campbell was secretary trea
surer (Ingersoll). Eight toll 
gates were erected on the road, 
four being in Oxford. Charges 
were as follows - single horses, 
on way 5 cents, returing the 
same day 8 cents; Teams, 10 

, cents or 16 cents return; cattle 2 
cents, sheep 1 cent. There were- 
some exemptions from toll - 
pedestrians, minister, funerals, 
and people attending their own 
church. There was a rule that; 
the gates were tij.be left open at 
and afte^lp p.mfbvt if the gate 
keeper Wished to collect tolls 
after this hour, he could put the 

/.collections in his own pocket, 
j Teamsters, who hauled logs 
or lumber from Tillsonburg to 
Ingersoll daily during the 
winter mnriths .and passed 
toll road; at the north entrance 
to Salford;'at the 6th County

• Line of Dereham township an.d 
just north of. the junction of two- 

‘ roads about a quarter of a mil$ 
south of the 9th line of Dereham 
township. Nearly all the main 
roads leading to Woodstock, 
Ingersoll, Tillsonburg and Nor
wich /w ere toll roads. Toll 

gates seemed to be all over 
the county. '

The road between Ingersoll 
and Woodstock was called the 
Ingersoll and Brantford Plank 
and Gravel Road. The road 
between Woodstock and Tavis
tock was known , as the 

\Woodstock -and Huron Plank 
Road. The- road between 
Woodstock and Norwich was 
the Woodstock, and Norwich 
Gravel Road and the road from 
Ingersoll to Corinth was called 

•the Calloden Road.
Gradually, and beginning 

around 1900, the county council 
bought these, toll., roads and 
dispensed with the gates. The 
roads became county roads and 
were maintained by the county 
until some were taken over by 
the province and made provin
cial highways.

r "  ' ” ..............  ” "

TlfE TOLLGAJE H0USE
•' 5 ,■» * j •' 1

Yhe' tollgate -.keepers house 

was a' small,.building with a 
। porch at the front that extended 
to the sideof the frack. The gate 
was in most cases a cedar pole, 
much like q . small, telephone 
pole which was well balanced on 
a post near the entrance' to the 
porch. The short7 .heavy end 
balancing the long ,end which 
extended across the road and 
rested in a crotc^ed post at the 
opposite side. The pole was easy 
to swing either way, and this 
was convenient, as usually a 
women attended the gate during 
the daytime. At most tollgated 
the. pole was left in the open 
position.

PRANKS

Tricks were sometimes play
ed on the gatekeeper. Men, 
riding horses, would have the 
horse jump the gate or slip 
around the end and miss the fee. 
Young men going out for the 
evening would pay one way. The 
gatekeeper expecting a.return 
fee after 10 p.m. wquld remain 
up to collect, not knowing the 
young man intended to return 
by another road. Most of the 
time however, it was beneficial 
for the gate keeper to stay up 
past ten o’clock and make some 
pocket money. At that time a 
loaf of bread could be had for 
five cents, and six loafs sold for 
a quarter. Twenty-five cents 
would buy two pounds of steak, 
two pounds of ham or five 
pounds of spare ribs. . :.

The toll roads and toll gates 
were beneficial in their time but 
as the population increased 
better roads were essential.

Z7
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There Were Eight Toll-Gates Located 
Between Ingersoll And Port Burwell
By GEORGE F. JANES The- numbet of toll-gates that had

Present day parking meters with Bqen erected up to 1852 was seven 
wh..i..c.h.. ...t own and•  city streets are; but the erection of another; was 
^tedded are reminders of the toll- then contemplated by the com- 

' .............  p^ny.<„ .
’ A fihartcial statement of the com- gates that once existed on a num

ber of'. the main Toads in Oxford pany (or.thg month of July, 1852, 
^ e n ie n c e  and add- ^ “'V4v2?

^d assiyance of-up/nterrupted pro- flc i e n , pay ,o r  the construction 
roaas a t - e ^ f  ^nd three-quarter jniles 

of fhfc road. ’ r :
- Thd fatt was established that the 

eighth toll-gate'Was erected on the 
rbad .V  ‘ / 2-

gress which the y'toll)1 ____  
fordedTthefe wqr$. murmbrings of 
Jij^atl^haction Just as there has
Diciirat the present time following 
fte. InstallatiorCOf parking meters, 
however, they "served an import
ant purpose witHhtheir, beginning 
41 the pioneer era. T$ey gave an 
impetus to,travel'jand in. tlie sav
ing o f« time, comfort
and safety,1 Wete • in ■ tremendous 
factor^in bringing .the .more im- 
oprtant ceptfea-/ileemlngly closer 
together.
?Not a Aw older residents 

of . tha^coynty- 5 ^  have intimate, 
J^iowlddge bf the toll-gates and the 
manner iri'which ..they were operate 
ed, deipitp the- tact many years 
have elapsed ' since their abolition. 
EIGHT TGLt^ATE8 /  
? Statistics^ rev^af that there were 

eight ;tol|-gates .^tween Ingersoll 
and Pprt BurWeB on, the Ingersoll 

and Gra-' 
vfel fdSd/W s- company , was form-' 
£5 .'inSeptember, 1&49, wit^A the 
rafiowingtif fi cer$, president,' Ben- 
jAmin> VahNdrman, d i r e c  t p r s, 
jhoinfis Browh, Ingersoll; Andrew 
*&6dtv4&Kperehajp; Martin 'Hub- 
hard, Bayhani. tUp to 1852 no 

in ths directors had been 
— y  records. R. H,

as secretary-treasurer
He was . succeeded, by 

, R. J^gcr^pJl, whose tenure ------ --------------- ------------
been related that there 

w £r e  t i n i e s when someone riding 
.4 either to evade payment

of ton or as prank, had the horse
Vl & 8a m-;ke the jump over the bar, but

• .The whole distance of the Inger* 

OTJJMR GATES :
,‘In addition to those on the Inger- 

$nd Port Burwell plan)( and 
road, th ^ e  were other toll

gates in the vicinity of Ingersoll. 
On the Ingersoll and Port Burwell 
plank and gravel road a toll-gate 
was located at the Harris corner, 
one mile south of Ingersoll, and 
one at the entrance to the village 
of Salford. On the Culloden gravel 
road there was one just south of 
the P. M. Dewan farm, and an
other at the village of Verschoyle. 
There were also two toll-gates in 
the vicinity of Beachville, one a 
the western approach, and another 
some distance to the east of the 
village. ' ;

The toll-gate or bar as it was 
frequently called consisted of a 
swivel ' pole with the heavy end 
close o the keeper’s residence 
which could be readily swung so 
that it dropped in the crotch of a 
post at the opposite side of the 
road. Windows of the house were 
so located that the keeper had a 
full view of approaching traffic, 
and as it neared the house the ban
was swung across the road.

this was not a frequent occur
rence.GATE KEETEBS

The gate keepers not only had a ; 
wide acquaintance in the district 
but they got to know horses, bug-1 
gies and wagons so well that they 
knew almost instantly at a dis
tance who was approaching the 
gate.

The toll schedule was said to 
be as follows: single horse one 
way five cents, if returning same, 
day eight cents; team of horses I 
one way ten cents, if returning 
same day 15 cents; driving cattle] 
two cents a head; sheep one cent 
a head. People going to their regu
lar church, funerals, and ministers 
were not required to pay toll.

'Ilie gatekeeper was only requir
ed to collect toll up to 10 o’clock 
at night, and if it was collected 
after that hour it was a matter of 
personal enterprise a n d  ended 
there.

sojl and Port Burwell plank, and 
gravel road. It has been recorded, 
was (niles, of which sixteen and 
qhe half miles; ;was- within' the 
count# of Oxford. The road at that 
ikne had Mjeen completed as far । 
ip'Vlehna,;a distance.of 28 miles,) 
mid the remaining distance of 
three’miles wa$.under contract to 
he completed-In; the fall of.<1852. 
AVERAGE COST ’A  .

^Tb^average cost per mile qf the 
portion, ofudie road that was':gra- 
VQ/fcd'Was given as £275, and of 

: w hich was planked was £363 
per'mile.. ;y-



By Elsie GrahamSunrner
WQ le tte rs  -to’ the? e d ito r 'o f

^ 3 ^ ^ . Revealed Bad Highways a n c l T r a v e l e
dulph^ ' arid ; McGiUiyray.” ;.i? Thtej? . fofc., corduroy 
.name of. the ^w hshipw 'aS  p laces/the  ,
but? m ost;of,-fhe "people; were to r  1 '«d"-that.'B ay fie ld .^ /o n ly ' a^gniaUHAjway and -the/jog

*'"■*— .... ---- -  :p i a ^
-hbr^Sdea A io re . 'b '^ n e ^  by w ater ;j . 't ire  road  a  mixtu
;tha t any o f  X ha*pc^m brth--:df it; 'tw eeri/a  ■ crossWa

' //Twelve?’miles -to the'A prth; w as? -?  '-H e*desc ribed . 
= X £ c ^ i c l v ^  p ld< - <• " O n e? of the m os

-iibt quite as large-as In g e r - - ’..'imaginable;. ■cons
store w ith two g
ed o n  a. waste o f

rstuftCd w ith '/ sc

L
-O
U
D
ou
F
R
E
E

P
R
esj

• I  J ; ;T he ~ In g e i^ l l ./ jC h rd r i ie le ,  - t ie  "people; w ^ e  ;b r
writtem"-ii: Octobet -and N ovem -1 I r is h  .< origin;;.?East 
- ^ ^ 1 8 ^ ^ a d b b ? a t ^ i r ^ o f  the^-:' ̂ 7  W d u l j^
tra c t ?:of couritry formerly -known .A’-hb ; object? of_ interest,-,,-«xce^Ung<r 
as -the -Hui-oh. D is trU t’l / .P a r t  o f X M  
the trip  was. m ade-ih a . carriage, 
and p art' oft 'horseteu*;- ̂ \ ' ;;A?. r ;X
.T h e  — r r  - r —:

h is . journey 'f rb in 's tib k id o n ;a h d  i s o m e  gopd p u b - '

Avoid mio€$^g'
d r y y ^ e j^ ^ ) ; ? :  ^ e ;  je o n & 5 r ^  aU j-c fe rrt^ g ^ ^
and in  m to y ;c a s e ^ J ^ te f ^ f & m ?  S quar^iihd isa id

According, to loc
< were good farm s'
*; shore; > “Our; rqad

?Jhe beach, feigtd. 
- H e  • found

>• place . o f  £ c o i^ d
. ./arice ,” H is • jdurn
’'Shelbies'with"; afgEa

tn.- ~ *iv- - - a - r- • H'- '̂df th e  h o te ls 'to  rt i e  
: z v w - ^ r J Z r t iy l> r t- r k r J > o » * c * . r r k  j i n  - c v - . t  ,  -. v

„ „• ........- , ..--. - — ? which’ certainlv i
4 : -Thejjdurriey ak fa r  ; ^  ;pcder- \  A -th a t. line.- -  F anc

h e  traveled  four'»milesr w est “’ to  ’ fch.had .been m ade m < a .ia r r ia ^  feet, roofe
the Village o£'bTairn,” ;thpugh not . 
much b f a  place, nor: likely■ to be:; 
soon, i t ’\s p o r ts ' k  7 business A?tri ', 
rhyme,' which, you will adm it-of ? 
course,- is ^ h e a d  of ■ 6 ,d i;/tim ^
• He fourAd. this Township. ' pt- 
W i 11 ram o ^hbugh : - i o  t  ■: jie Wly? se t- - 
tied, • t  }.ckWard r-in development. 
Such was;^explained ;by-the "pov
erty- of S its  inhabitants; ''mostly 
Hi:.‘.ilanders from': the. Islands of ‘

guiltless of ‘chin
papered with old

- — kitchen
parlor, .'bedroom 
out-houses, th e  si
rough' board and
against th e  hous
to match, 'and 'y

fouE^years,- i t . ^ l £ h a  A p i^ so n m ^ y - i- ,^  front
Exeter, - he called - a t  F rance town, 

■ R ogersville’arid?B iA e^eld .:’-H is <- .,- - ■ .- „ —
"com m ent’ i n ’•'Brucpfieki is ap- I ; 3 ”* .'northward we must, travel 
: :p te b ie  ; to  ' ^  ‘Thei-e is  :; horseback as . the roads a te  -----
nothing w orthy ofrriote here, the ATuite impassable .with A .vehicle.” -  sheets,- only im ag
.village.'consisting :;of-- ihe usual .-’ H e found?the-soil poor,.-and. only j  between .......  

: sm all shops/?:uncomfortable ’’tevt /?dw arf ^specimen? of -'beech... -.and ' 
erns, :.etc'//'<iiia^ this" ^hem lock. “One-.road- lie s-th rough j
part' of tire-.country 20- miles .unbroken ex-K

A-' T u r^ 'g 'w e s t ,  he^drove lO miles . cepfc.^here/and th e re -b y . a." small-.- 
.through good;, fa rm  district .-c to '- contammg tire log houses
Bayfield,? and? came iri,'sight- of ’th e  - pioneer and , somewhere ' 

------------- - --------------- - .. j ^ e  H u ro n /; which .''lay.- ' en -? ^  ^ e r e  Hes..the - town of- An-./ 
V .itr on th e . coast .of. G otland  ’shreudedAin ^ ih lu fsh /jn is tp e c u -’ 7’v.aaj»,*that.: is 'to  be, but. It'jybuld.? 
. In 'ttfe nex t'tow nship , ;'McG-il-/' ? l i ^ t a o ^ j i ^  s l rin .'A  ptitzle a  prophet upon 'its location?
liv ra y ,';/a n  /H-improvemerit/^was".?-’ m to;' which, confines', the  .view to from :th e  appearance.of tfie-coun-i- < ..  _ 7̂ -.  —
noticeable,., although /th is  tow n- -'; a  fewyrodSyOf.rfhe'shore.^j.Hete?; fry?  T he road consisted.only..of-:?.-fipr a  sign paint
ship has' tipthing in  _t&e-shape ,-bf J^'was kJ busy jseene?—Sa -peravari o f ;. .a-track "cut not so much through . /  (-not by Bullard
a- viHage .^ c e p t/ I^ ia ;^ ? fo rm e r - ; . '? ’farm ers’1. a s - ,  amtmg. the}ireeS.- •y^ch;:Stand;< y-.AVfî  ̂ I  hefe  - g
ly "Flannigari’s C p rn to s/?sit^ ted .?  ?v.*h‘eat;->^ partyof;; ?tl  in  ,i^ .yw ay/ m aking th e ’ as. foll
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Traffic Problems Caused 
Concern In Good Old Davs

developed a tendency to run away 
and they had to be driven with 
special care as soon as they en
tered the traffic of a town or city. 
Equally known for having the 
same tendency were some horses 
attached to the light wagons by 
which deliveries of bread and milk 
and groceries were made. It was 
not uncommon for these horses to 
make runaways which were always 
attended by the usual excitement, 
and sometimes milk or bread were 
spilled in large quantities.

There were also instances in 
which someone among the spec
tators of a runaway on a principal 
street of a town or city undertook 
to stop a runaway horse or team. 
Occasionally the effort was suc
cessful but in other instances it 
only intensified the- spirit of the 
horse or horses. This invariably 
happened when the effort was 
made by trying to “head off” the 
charging team or horse with shout
ing and a frantic waving of arms. 
There ’was the occasional instance 
where the effort was successful 
when the situation was calmly 
faced by someone with a know
ledge of how to handle horses. 
There was no waving of arms or 
shouting as a position was taken 
at the side of the course followed 
by the “runaway” and with cour
ageous spring a bridle rein was 
neatly grabbed and the runaway 
brought under control, and a new 
hero was acclaimed.
PITCH HOLE TROUBLE

Under winter conditions there 
were frequent runaways on the 
country roads when the snow was 
deep and there were “pitch holes” 
into which the cutters and sleighs 
dropped until they were virtually 
out of sight. The horses hauling 
cutters and sleighs were unable 
to hold back the vehicles as they 
dipped into the holes, and after 
being struck on the heels repeat
edly they were excited to the stage 
where a runaway resulted.

It also is recalled that during

| By GEORGE JANES
, It is a notable as well as a 
aemorable fact that during the 
ears that vehicular traffic was 
xclusively confined to buggies 
nd wagons of various types for 
afferent purposes, and cutters and 
eighs in the wintermonths, ac- 
dents a small proportion of them 
•rious, were not uncommon on 
e streets of the cities, towns and 
Hages, as well as on the rural 

roads.
There were some traffic prob

lems in that era, but they con
sisted mainly of bad conditions on 
the roads during the rainy season 
in the fall and again during the 
break-up in the spring when there 
were also heavy rains and the 
“bottom” dropped out of country 
roads when the frost was leaving 
the ground. The roads in those days 
did not have the heavy foundat
ions upon which they were improv
ed in later years. As a consequence 
when the break-ups came in the 
fall and again in the spring there 
were boggy conditions to contend 
with that in places made them 
practically impassable. Detours 
around these spots had to be made 
and it was not uncommon to see 
a vehicle, the wheels of which 
would hardly turn because of the 
heavy amount of mud that • was 
clinging to them, as drivers skirt- 

i ed the edges of ditches, in some 
cases almost following the fence 
lines to escape the quagmire.
RUNAWAYS WERE HAZARD

While there were occasional traf
fic hazards of a serious nature on 
the country roads, they were more 
common on the streets of urban 
centres. They were in the form of 
runaways. A farmer’s team fre
quently became frightened in the 
traffic. Probably it had been left 
untied, although there were times 
when the drivers were holding the 
reins, and the horses suddenly be
came unmanageable and bolted in 
a frantic manner.

It was a desperate f i g h t  
between driver and horses and he 
was in constant danger as the 
vehicle’ swayed from side to side 
through the traffic with pedestrians 
at -a high pitch of excitement as 
they, momentarily expected to wit- 

mess a collision. Sometimes a col- 
• lision did occur with much dam
age resulting and probably the 
driver or the runaway team, or 
the one in’ charge of another veh
icle or both, being injured. '

Some horses were known to have 

the busy haying and harvesting 
seasons teams often ran away on 
the farms. Sometimes this happen
ed while a load of hay or grain 
was being taken from the field to 
the barn through a long laneway, 
or when the teams were on their 
way back to the field. MAny a 
load of grain or hay were spilled 
and there were times when some 
one on a load of hay was virtually 
buried when it was suddenly over
turned. This in a few instances 
necessitated much forking of hay 
to liberate the person imprisoned 
underneath the load.

In the course of a year consider
able damage resulted from run
aways. An occasional fatality was; 
reported and many persons in the | 
general aspect sustained injuries, I 
including broken arms or legs. I

Today in most of the towns where | 
back in the horse and buggy era | 
there were hitching rails there; 
are now parking meters.

It is recalled that many years' 
ago a runaway that occurred on 
one of the principal avenues in 
London, was given prominence in 
the press, and is considered worthy 
of a place in this narration. It was 
at the time when change ovei' was 
being made in the city from 
horse - drawn fire - fighting equip
ment to motorized equipment, A 
market gardener living outside of 
the city had purchased one of the 
horses that formerly was one of 
a fire - team. The gardener had 
been on the market during the 
morning and had booked orders 
for delivery in the afternoon. While 
making the deliveries he left the 
old “ fire horse’’ standing, when 
suddenly the fire alarm sounded. 
Impelled by the old urge of his 
former responsibility the horse 
leaped into action to join the fire 
fighting forces to the astonishment 
of his owner, who witnessed the 
spilling of vegetables with every 
twist and turn of the delivery wag
on.
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First car ride through town 
recalled by Ingersoll m an

BY BON PRESTON
. 1 । ' wooden-Spoked rims. 

"You cduldn’t drive it in the winter," even
> When George Harris took his first car ride l h o u eb  H h a d  a  convertible top and side
through Ingersoll, there were none'bf the . 
usual hassles we experience today. There 
were no lineups at stoplights, no i irate 
drivers honking horns, or teenagers squeal
ing tires.

But in the spring of 1904, few, If any, cars

curtains; it was just too cold. Since there 
were no garages or mechanics, his father 
would overhaul the car himself in the 
snow-filled months.

Mr. Harris said his father was an 
inovative fellow, who built a steam car but It

“ because my legs weren’t long enough to 
reach the pedals."

He doesn’t remember if his father sold (he 
car before moving back to Ihis area or not; 
"1 don’t know (but) I wish I had it now.”

, , . • - . . , . , ■ f f l  ‘ caught fire “ and nearly killed him.”had ever been seen n town, et alone traffic „ „  .. „  . .  . „ _• „  i H „lams It was a ride but ns (he now • If they had given the engineering to the
, ... .. ‘ ,, ... steaM car, that (hey gave (he gas cars, we’dBS-year-o d man recalls, it was anylhmg h a v e  a c h ^ p c r  c a

y

'■n'n K ,n i n t i i ’ At the lime, Mr. Harris’ father paid $t(400 
3 IH^ M?  CR A  f o n 71

e r
l
y  e

v
m p  T  ' for the Russel, a large sum of money in 

«1 at the Morrow plant, recently took a trip U)oSC d  B  ’ h - «c s i r e  f  ^ | n e u in g  
5 ^ X 1  a ” d  fascinating attracted people
ed ravel was all about at the turn of the . S e v e r a l  o f f e r c d  (o  n .a l h c i r  h o u s c s

P
f o r \ | ie  

c e ot u r y- , ' horseless carriage
. A yellowed press clipping, a faded black T  j  ( r j  ( r o a d s
and white picture and a crystal-clear - - - - 3 ■ • -  - *- . 6  -
memory were all that was needed to take 
(he spry senior citizen back to his Childhood.

" I  was sitting in the front seat with a can
of gas between iny legs," he explained, . 
because there were no gasoline stations in 
the pioneer days of the automobile.
. The entire trip he straddled the gas tan 

while sitting along side his sister Winnlfrcd 
and his father, George Sr. Mr. Harris' 
mother, Mary, and sister Jenny, rode In the 
back scat.

Starting out at six in the morning, the 
family left their Owen Sound home to visit 
relatives in their hometown City of Wood
stock. The senior Mr. Harris was a 
mechanical engineer who worked for a 
furniture manufacturer in the Georgian Bay

■ - d > . t • . (  . . . .
Most people had never seen a car before, 

and ( Mr. Harris' father had to park the 
vehicle and lead horses by to avoid 
frightening the animals.

The car was a two-cylinder Russel, the 
first Canadian-built automobile. Mr. Harris 
Said the car was shaft-driven, with a 
two-speed transmission.

“ When we caine to a hill, we could have to 
back it up to keep the carburetor lower 
((han the front end) or the engine would ' 
quit."

He described the car as being a beautiful,

left him “ all out”  by the time he got to 
Woodstock. " I  really didn’t get much of a 
bang out of (the trip) myself."

The family kept the car for a few years, 
long enough for the young Mr. Harris to 
drive the car through (he barn door

nA

*/<

George Harris, shown now and then In the lower photo with his family, recalled his first 
automobile ride through Ingersoll with Reporter Ron Preston. Mr. Harris said few if

P -W H ^

dark blue machine with brass trim on (he . . . .
dashboard. It’S traction was provided by s ■ any cars had been seen in this area al the time, ami he recalled the many looks 
pneumatic studded-tires mounted on ' spectators gave. ,

b l  1̂ '64
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The' Old Stage Hoad
By STANLEY J SMITH

A continuation of a follow-up .on 
the suggestion of the Financial 
Post, Toronto, that many of the 
farmers could mark their gate 
posts with date of settlement, and 
any other historical data.

The oldest road in Upper Canada 
enters Oxford county between the 
4th and 5th concession of East 
Oxford township and is very ir
regular in its course. On the old 

'maps of the county it skirts bog 
.holes and apparently dodges 
! around trees to eventually swing 
;back to its normal direction west
ward. After it goes through Ox
ford Centre for a few farms fur- 

Ither on, it enters West Oxford 
iand then strikes a diagonal north 
direction to hook up with.the 1st 
concession of West Oxford town
ship at lot 6.

Lot 6 was originally settled by 
Thomas Dexter and at one time 
it w'as known as Dexter’s corner. 
Eventually, Calvin Martin ' erect
ed a hotel opposite this place and 
the old records mention, that the 
provincial and municipal elections 
were held at "Martin’s Old Stand.”

The road then follows through 

the concession line until it reaches 
lot 29 which is known today as 
Five Points. It then enters Middle
sex county to continue on to the 
lower settlements of the Thames:

The road then crosses into West 
Oxford and strikes north through 
several farms.
NORWICH TOWNSHIP

Previous to 1808, Norwich town
ship was considered a wilderness, 
but several squatteio from Nor
folk had taken up land only to 
lose it, in 1810, when Peter Lossing 
and Peter Delong purchased 15,- 
000 acres of land from one William 
Wilcox, of Montreal. No person 
knows for what purpose this large 
grant of land was given to Mr. 
Wilcox, but the Crawford histori
cal papers state that the majority 
of the large grants were given by 
the government to those who help
ed the British cause in the Amer
ican revolution. Mr. Wilcox might 
have been one of them. Norwich 
village was originally named Nor- 
w'ichville and their historical sign 
could read: "Norwich — the first 
settlers in this district being Peter 
Lossing, Peter McLees, Peter De
long, Michael Stover, Frederick

Stover, Adam Stover, Solomon ’ 
Sackrider, John Siple, Sears Mold, 
Elias Moore, and Samuel Corn- ■ 
wall.” The Norwich township coun
cil could place several signs 
throughout the township to pay 
tribute to a sterling stock of set
tlers, viz., "This . township was 
mainly formed by persons belong
ing to the Society of Friends. The 
habits of such a class; their peace
ful intercourse and frugal ways, 
contributed not a little to the de
velopment of the section in which 
they lived, and their influence for 
good extended far and wide.”
TILLSONBURG ’

Situated on the Big Otter creek 
in the extreme south eastern 
cornel* of Oxford .is one of the 
most progressive municipalities of 
the county. Tillsonburg, originally 
knowm as Dereham Forge, because 
of the erection of one of the earliest 
iron foundarics in Upper Canada 
to work the bog iron discovered 
nearby, and eventually called 
Dereham Post Office by the pos
tal authorities, possesses a main 
street which is the envy of any 
other town or city in Ontario, 
namely, Broadway . . . one of 
the widest streets east of Jasper 
avenue, Edmonton, Alberta. Its

^ a ^ “was changea to •fiRsohburg
<A the. early 70’s to honor one of' 

outstanding citizens. Its histor
ica l sign could state: "Tillsonburg 
— -Incorporated in 1872 — Edwin 
A. Tillson being elected as i t . first 
mayor and for whom* this toyVn 
is named. He contributed much to 

| the cultural and industrial devel-

lopments'of this town and surround 
ing district.”'

In case that many of the sport’ 
ing fraternity would. be under thi 
impression that their p^st effo rt^  
in manly sports vttfe being slight’ 
ed, we can suggest: "Tillsonburf 
—Incorporated 1872 — Home of thi 
Pandricds!”

ITU  4
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STAGE ROAD IN OXFORD CENTRE: BUSY DAY S GONE, ROAD SLUMBERS IN GOLDEN YEARS
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Historic Sites Board To Unveil Plaque On Old Staqe Road
‘DETROIT PATH’

When Colonel John Graves 
Simcoe, Lieutenant-Governor of 
Upper Canada, made his first 
journey to Detroit in the spring 
of 1793, he used an ancient 
trail which was then usually 
called “ the Detroit Path.”

This Indian “footpath to De
troit” had already been made 
into a wagon road by 1791 from 
Ancastcr to beyond the crossing 
of the Grand River “near Capt. 
Brant’s Farm” (Brantford).

Here the road turned south
wards to the settlements on 
Long Point Bay. The remainder 
of the trail was a “path” at 
least as far as the Moravians’ 
town, (Old Fairfield) on the 
north bank of the lower Thames 
River. Between these points the 
only European habitations on 
the trail were Daniel Springer’s 
trading post some miles west
ward of the Grand and an emp- 

|ty  trader’s hut a short distance 
I above Moraviantown.
. One result of Simcoe’s trip 
was the immediate survey .of a 
line for a straight road f r o m  
Coote’s Paradise (Dundas to 
“Oxford” (Woodstock) on - the 
south branch of the Thames. ,

On Sunday, commencing at 
2.30 p.m., an historical plaque 
commemorating the Old Stage; 
Road will be unveiled, on the 
Central School Grounds in East 
Oxford Township. . •

This plaque is one of a series 
being erected throughout the 
province by the Department of 
Public ‘ Records and ‘Archives, 
acting on the advice of the Ar
chaeological and Historic Sites 
Board of Ontario.

Sunday’s ceremony is being 
sponsored by the Township of 
East Oxford. Mr. Kenneth Peers 
a member of the East Oxford 
Council, will act as program 
chairman, and Mrs. J. R. Fut- 
cher will represent the Archaeo
logical and Historic Sites Board.

Among those invited to at
tend arc: Glen Kitchen, Reeve, 
Township of East Oxford; J. 
Vernon Cuthbert, Warden of Ox
ford County; Gordon W. Pittock, 

<W P. (Oxford) and N. W. 
^Holdsworth, clerk *- treasurer, 
Township of East Oxford. The 
plaque Will be unveiled by' Mr. 
Clair Peers, a long-time resi
dent along the Old-Stage' Road.

After a second survey this 
road was made the base line or 
front of a number of new town
ships and those formed west of 
the Indian Lands on the Grand 
were “ granted” in 1793 to com
panies of associates who under
took to introduce a given num
ber of settlers within a given 
time and were themselves to 
receive larger grants and other 
advantages.
WANTED TOWNSHIP

It was in consequence of one 
of these "grants” that about 30 
miles of the Detroit Path were 
replaced by a wagon road, 
probably in 1796. On March 23, 
1793, Thomas Ingersoll of Great 
Barrington, Massachusetts, ap
peared before the Executive 
Council of Upper Canada with a 
petition for a township signed by 
himself, the Rev. Gideon Bost
wick and three others of their 
associates.

On the strength of the “well- 
known loyalty and sufferings of 
the Rev. Gideon Bostwick,” 
Anglican clergyman of Great 
Barrington, they were allowed 
a township and instructions 
were issued on June 5, 1794. to 
Augustus Jones,' DPS to. survey 
one extending westward from 

. the township recently surveyed 
for Abraham Dayton, a Quaker, 
on the south side of Dundas 
Street immediately to the west 
of the Indian Lands on the 
Grand. Jones carried out this 
survey in August-September, 
1794.

It has been stated that Inger
soll began operations in connec
tion with his township in 1793 
and even that some settlors lo
cated there in that yc^r. There 
is no contemporary evidence to 
confirm this and it seems very 
unlikely that anything was (Jone 
until the boundaries of the town
ship were fixed by this govern
ment survey.

Certain documents, including 
letters with his signature, place 
Thomas Ingersoll at Great Bar
rington from April to Septem
ber. 1795, selling property and 
settling debts. He may have es
tablished his inn at Quecnston 
before he left Upper Canada to 
fetch his family. It was certain
ly operating in November, 1795.
DIFFERENT BACKGROUND

Major Thomas Ingersoll, un
like Mr. Bostwick, had n o 
claim to consideration on ac
count of loyalty. There seems 
to he no record that he was ac
tive on cither side during (he 
Revolutionary War, but at the 
time of Shay's Rebellion he had 
served in the Massachusetts Mil
itia with the rank of major and 
had presumably sworn alle
giance to Gie government of 
that state, forfeiting his status 
as a born British subject.

Ho was in the end the only one 
of the associates to settle in Up
per Canada. Mr. Bostwick died 
before he could move to Canada 
and his two sons wore brought, 
up in the Long Point SeHIcmcnL



It seems most likely thaFTlig- 
ersoll began active operations-'in 

| the winter of 1795-96, possibly 
spurred on by a hint that his 

( time for introducing 4Q families 
: was running out. • , 
I 3v that time. Simcoe, had 
> named Dayton’s'township'“ Bur

ford” and Ingersoll’s ' “Oxforji”

after, .th? town of “Oxford” 
which he proposed to found a t’ 

itho - “Upper Forks”' of ,.v t h e 
Thames, where Woodstock now 
stands: . . ;

To distinguish it from an-ear
lier Oxford Township oh 4he> 
Ridcau River this . was ̂ palled 
“Oxford - -on-r theS.Rham es” 
or “West Oxford.”. The township 

-111011 consisted' of lhe'J present 
townships of Oxford East and 
Oxford West; Oxford North was 
laid out later when Dundas 
Street (Governor’s Road) was 
extended to the site of London.

Jones’s instructions were to 
lay out one township extending 
to Day ton’s boundary; but he 
seems to have numbered the 
lots in two sections, the eastern 
fronting on Dundas Street and 
the western on the Thames.
SURVEY LINES

During the first weeks of No
vember, 1796, Charles Whiting, 
a surveyor, was .running lines 
at Ingersoll’s expense in the 
front concessions of the part 
facing the Thames.

He and his party used a 
house already built by Thomas 
Ingersoll “on the 20th Lot on 
the River Thames” — the site 
of the town of Ingersoll. It is 
quite likely the road had been 
opened by that time, although 
Whiting does not mention it in 
his diary.

The work was certainly done 
before the death of Abraham 
Dayton, which occurred not la
ter than the early part of 1797. 
In a letter dated “Queenstown 
July 21st 1797” Ingersoll writes: 
“ I had a long road to cut through 
without any assistance from 
Mr. Day ton nor Mr. Malery, 
they would not build a bridge on 
their own Lot, that was very 
Expensive and Charged me for 
their oxen as well as for Every 
Meal that my hands cat at his 
house, and I believe that the 
town was the worst town to 
make a road in the Province,”

Thirty miles is very close to 
the distance from the point 
where the road from Ancaster 
turned towards Long Point to 
the site of Ingersoll’s house.

It is clear from this passage 
that Ingersoll built the road 
across Burford Township, which 
has sometimes been attributed 
to Dayton and Benaiah Mallory 
based on the .wording of an ac

count of the building of the.road 
published in the Canada Con
stellation in 1799. i

.This account intimates that 
the road was opened by settlers 
at Ingersoll’s expense,"but Ing
ersoll’s settlers appear to have 
been few and,' as I Day ton and 
Mallory gave no help, it seems 
likely that some, .hired hands 
were employed. ? •

USED BY WAGONS
- Though very rough and crude, 
liLc all roads in Upper Canada 

. at the time, this road was made 
.K passable,for wagons. It appears 
'•to -have-.cpst Thomas Ingersoll 

aVoU £247 at;Halifax at four 
dollar^ silver to the pound. This 
was a'considerable sum at that 
time "and Ingersoll was not re
imbursed for it, though he was 
allowed £53 for the surveys.

The condition of the road 
varied greatly according to the 
weather, and with it the rate of 
travel. In dry weather it seems 
to have been usual to make 
one stage from “Thomas’ ” 
trading post on the site of 
Cainsville or from the Mohawk 
Village to “ Fowler’s” on, or 
near, the site of Burford ViH- 
age.

From Fowler’s it was some
times possible to reach Major 
Ingersoll’s in a day, but travel
lers often slopped at Samuel 
Canfield’s near Oxford Centre.

However, William Hambly in 
May, 1799, after getting h i s 
wagon a c r o s s  the swollen 
Grand, found the road “very 
wet and Deep” and took five 
days to reach Fowler’s a n d  
four more to Ingersoll’s stop
ping at “Graham’s”, Canfield's 
and “Hoskin’s” where the road 
turned along the First Conces
sion of Oxford West.
DETROIT ROAD

In spite of such difficulties 
the road soon became the pre
ferred route to Detroit. Elisha 
Putnam, whose farm was far
thest west in Oxford Township, 
raised a subscription in 1789 and 
opened a sleigh road across 
what b e c a m e Westminster 
Township to Delaware Village.

There was another trail down 
the Thames by D a n i e l  
Springer’s near Kilworth, but a 
wagon could not go beyond Ing
ersoll’s in 1799. However, the 
trails to Delaware and on to 
Sandwich were a little improved 
in the next few years and tra 
vellers continued to choose this 
route.

Acts of the Legislature voting 
money for highways often stipu
lated a sum to be spent on this 
road. This occurred in 1806 af
ter Colonel Talbot and a major
ity of the Road Commissioners 
of the London District had suc
ceeded in having a new route 
recognized as the main road.

It was repeated in 1810, 1811, 
1812, 1814 and 1815, when the 
new Talbot Road was open and 
beginning to be settled. The 
making of good roads had not 
gone far at this period and these 
expenditures, though quite large 
in some years, did not produce 
a rdally satisfactory road.

There was, however, some de
gree of improvement. In 1827 a 
one-horse wagon • could travel 
from Brantford to ‘Mr. Inger
soll’s (Charles Ingersoll, eldest 
son of Thomas) in a day and 
on to Port Talbot in another.

( id  P rO S

TRAFFIC INCREASED
After London was founded 

and became the District Town 
in 1826, traffic on the road na
turally increased. Stages began 
to run to Ancaster and Dundas 
connecting with others for York.

By 1833 these stages, using re
lays of horses, made one long 
day’s trip to Brantford a n d  
took another to reach Ancaster 
or Dundas. Freight was slower. 
A wagon loaded with 1,000 lbs. 
of household goods look four 
days from York (Toronto) to 
London and cost $45. Closed 
coaches were used on dry 
roads, mounted on sleighs when 
there was snow enough. In bad 
weather covered wagons were 
substituted.

When a plank road was built 
from Brantford to London in 
1842-43, it was taken northwest 
from Cathcart in Burford Town
ship Io Eastwood on the Gov
ernor’s Road and by that road 
to Woodstock. The Old Stage 
Road ceased to be a main high
way, but it remained open, with 
some slight changes of line, 
from Catheart on Queen’s High
way No. 53 to Ingersoll.

It is now interrupted in Ox
ford West by the Macdonald- 
Carlier Freeway, but can still 
be travelled on very nearly its 
old route across Oxford East.

I «! Io
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From Oxford Historical Society 
Minutes: Nov. 28/69

Dealing with the Old Stage Road which follows 
jin part the Indian Trail known as the Detroit Path across 
East Oxford Township: was opened by settlers at the 
expense of Major Thomas Ingersoll - 1796-7. It joined a 
wagon road opened by settlers across Burford Township 
connecting near Brant’s Ford on the Grand Riwr with a 
road to Long Point from Ancaster. Extended later to 
Delaware, it became the preferred highway to Sandwich and 
was used by the British and American troops in 1812-1^. 
After 1826 it became the stage route from Ancaster to 
London until the building of the plank road from Brantford 
to Woodstock in 18^2-3• Sections of the road are still 
open between Ingersoll and Cathcart. The following 
quotations from The Oxford Gazeteer 1852 dealing with 
appropriations for the improvement of this road will be 
of interest to you: 
"On the road leading througn Burford, between John Yeigh’s 
house in Burford and Captain Confield’s house in Oxford - 
1A miles, the sum of /^O, between the said Captain Confield’s 
and Mr. Hoskins - 8 miles /^0".
"From John Yeigh’s to the junction of the road on a 
westerly course, about one mile from Samuel Kenney’s 
/20: From the west point of the pine windfall to the 
Cooley place/30: from thence to the town-line of Oxford 
/45: from thence to Captain Confield’s, /85, and from 
thence to Hoskins, /30•
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The Old Stage Road, sometimes known as The Thames River Road was 

first an Indian trail called the Detroit Path. The road which was built 
followed the Indian trail closely and only a few changes in the road 
have been made since. Unfortunately only sections of the road are now 
open.

At the time the Old Stage Road was an Indian trail it wound through 
the bush from Brantford to the Forks of the Thames River which is now 
London. • / . „ - ' . >

John Graves Simcoe, the first Governor of Upper Canada, first walked 
the trail while on his way to Sandwich from Brant’s Ford. Five miles 
west of Beachville he laid a plot for a military post and called it 
Oxford. This area is now Woodstock. Shortly after, the Governor gave 
sixty-six hundred acres of land, including this, to Thomas Ingersoll. In 
return Ingersoll was to bring settlers and build a road. The settlers 
already here, thinking they would lose their land, were ready to shoot 
Ingersoll and the settlers he brought with him on sight until they learned 
that Ingersoll wanted them to stay and that he was going to build a much 
needed road. He built the road at a cost of twenty-five hundred dollars 
with the help of one hundred Indian workmen and the settlers of the area. 
In low and boggy areas they made corduroy sections by placing logs cross
wise in twelve foot lengths.

The road was built from the Canfield farm near Oxford Centre to Hadkins 
on the first concession of Oxford West, south of Beachville. From this 
point to Ingersoll they saved work and opened the road U p along the 
first concession where the settlers were compelled to cut the road as 
part of their settlements. The Highway Act of 1793 compelled all settlers 
to work on roads and bridges not less than twelve days a year. This act 
was amended in 1798 so that the time required for road work was tied into 
property assessment.

Thomas Ingersoll once said this about working on the road, "I had 
a long road to cut without any help from Mr. Dayton and Mr. Mallory 
(two of Burford’s early settlers). They would not build a bridge on their
own land, which was very expensive, and charged me for their oxen and every
meal my hands ett (sic) at their house. I believe that this town (Burford)
was the worst to make a road, in the province.” * '

In 1804 the assembly voted two hundred fifty pounds for repairs along 
the road. Commissioners voted the money be spent on a different route 
closer to Lake Erie. This road was called the Talbot Road and in 1807 it 
was declared a Public Highway, but the Thames River Road remained the most 
travelled.

In 1806 the government, realizing its worth as a military road, granted 
sixteen hundred dollars to widen and repair the road to accomodate wagons 
and stagecoaches.

Now the Stage Road runs from Brantford through Burford to the Thames. 
The Oxford County records describe the road as follows: "Coming at the *



Indian Mill (the Daubeney Mill near the York farms railroad crossing 
thence along the road leading through Burford Township to the Deleware 
Town on the La Tranche River (Thames) and across the said river thence 
down the river to the Moravean tract.'’

By 1810 the road was completed full length and a bridge was built at 
Brantford with two hundred and fifty pounds from the government. Unfort
unately the bridge collapsed under the first wagon to cross it. After 
this a barge was used as a ferry in times of high water. At other times 
it was possible to cross the river by a ford .just south of the present 
Lorne Bridge.

During the War of 1812 the Stage Road was used by both the British 
and American Armies and at least one British camp was in East Oxford. 
Pieces of old army equipment and even a map showing the location of stolen 
Army Paymaster gold have been found in fields close to the Stage Road.

The payroll had been supposedly stolen from Martin’s Tavern in West 
Oxford where the wagonmaster spent the night. Later when wounded, the . 
teamster confided in a friend that he had hidden it near Kenny’s Creek. 
The gold itself has never been found although two pieces of slate tied 
together with copper wire have been found near Kenny Creek along with 
instructions to find the buried treasure.

William Douglas Dutton, who lived near Brantford, built a tavern and 
drove the first stagecoach from Niagara to Detroit in 1829. The stagecoaches
flourished after the War of .1812 
until the Great Western Railroad 
was built across the northern 
part of the township in 1853. 
Travellers gradually changed to 
using the train because of the 
comfort which they did not have 
on the stagecoach.

Also in West Oxford, on what 
is now called the Hamilton Road 
entering London there was a toll 
gate which helped to finance the 
road.

Regular stage service started 
in 1832. Passengers could make boat connections
in Kingston in four days coming from Chatham by stagecoach. It took two 
days and one night to travel from Hamilton to Xondon. The fare for this 
trip was four dollars and fifty cents.

There was a large log house called Half-Way House with a stable for 
horses. This was for travellers stopping day or night between Niagara and 
Detroit. The Half-Way House was bought in 1863 and the present Swartz 
store house in West Oxford was built on the location.

The stagecoaches were drawn by four horses. The average life of 
these horses was only two years. The horses were changed every fifteen or 
twenty miles. Stagecoach drivers were paid ten to twelve dollars a month 
and the highest ambition for a boy at this time was to be a stagecoach 
driver.

Dorman was one of the first stage proprietors. His stables were at 
Sydenham and were noted for the large number of high class stage horses.

Stagecoaches carried nine passengers inside and as many as they could 
carry on the outside. The stagecoach often stopped to pick up people 
walking along the road. Unfortunately, a good walker could make better 
time then the coach. The passengers were usually either rich, fat, or 
cripples.
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The stagecoaches were huge, awkward, and not very comfortable. Some 
of the rules for riding in a stagecoach were as follows:.

’’. The best seat in the stage is the one next to the driver.
. Don’t lap over neighbours while sleeping.
. If the team runs away, sit still and take your chances.

If you jump, one out of ten chances you will be hurt.
• Never shoot on the road as the noise might frighten 

the horses.
. Don’t smoke a strong pipe inside the coach.
. Spit on the leeward side.
. Don’t discuss politics or religion.
• Don’t grease your hair because travel is dusty.”

Although not very comfortable, the drive was considered one of the 
most beautiful in the country even when it was muddy. In the spring an 
extra team of horses had to be added to pull because the mud came up to 
the axles.

Since the roads were so muddy the coaches and wagons often became stuck. 
When this happened the people did one of two things. They either cut down 
the farmer’s fence and drove through his fields or they took the fence 
posts and pried the coach out of the mud.

In 1817 the first contracts for carrying mail were given to coachmen. 
Before this mail had been carried by post boys. In 1832 Mr. Jed Jackson 
was carrying the mail up and down the Stage Road at a rate of three miles 
an hour. The mail was thrown off the coach as it drove by the post 
office. At this time there were four coaches going up and down the road.

The coaches stopped at every tavern whether or not they had business 
there and since there were thirty taverns between London and Brantford 
they stopped often. It took only twenty-five cents to treat the crowd of 
thirsty travellers.

In 1839 Governors Road was well graded and planked with three inch pine 
lumber. , It took away most of the business from the Old Stage Road. In 1847 
when Governors Road became worn down, traffic returned to the Stage Road.

The first settlers who came were offered land cheaply if they were 
loyal British Subjects from the American Revolution. British soldiers 
were given grants of land for their service in India. Many soldiers 
never came over, but sold their land for small amounts to settlers who 
wanted to come to Canada. Sometimes the land was even sold for a suit of 
clothes or a pair of shoes. Later when Ingersoll brought his settlers, 
land was bought from or through the Canfields (members of the party of
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settlers). Settlers would make an agreement to come and settle on the 
lot which was usually one hundred acres. Deeds and mortgages were not 
straightened out for two or three years and as a result the dates on the 
deeds are 1834.

The grant of land given to Thomas Ingersoll by Governor Simcoe became 
known as the Township of Oxford on the Thames and it was later divided 
into North, West, and East Oxford Townships. After this the price of land 
rose steeply from fifty-five cents an acre to three dollars an acre.

By 1800 the county of Oxford was formed. Oxford settlers were famous 
for making butter and cheese.

By 1817 the population of Oxford was five hundred and thirty persons 
with three quarters of them living in East and West Oxford. At this time 
there were two sawmills, a gristmill, but no churches, jails, or schools.

The Oxford settlement along 
concession one, now West Oxford 
Township was well established before 
Ingersoll, Woodstock, Sweaburg, or 
Foldens. It extended for eight miles 
along the first concession and even 
into the second and third concession.

"I claim that the first concession 
of West Oxford was the cradle of the 
early settlement between Niagara and 
Detroit and everyday I am piling 
up evidence to substantiate this 
theory,” written in 1941.by an 
historian of Ingersoll, Stanley J. 
Smith.

Martin’s Tavern which was built 
before 1812, was opposite the large 
bend on the Old Stage Road in West 
Oxford, Later, Martin’s new tavern 
was built. This was the tavern where 
the robbery of the army payroll in 
1812 took place. General Proctor’s 
baggage was also taken during this 
same incident. Although the baggage 
was never recovered, the local people 
later appeared wearing new exotic 
clothing that was quite different from 
their usual home-spun clothing.

East Oxford became an incorporated 
time Council meetings were held at the 
the west half of lot 9 concession 4 on 

township in 1850. Before this 
home of James Dorman who lived on 
the Old Stage Road. Now they were

held in the new Council Hall at Oxford Centre.
In 1861 the village of Oxford Centre (situated on the Old Stage Road 

about five miles from Woodstock) was important enough to have mail 
delivered three times a week; Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays.

It also boasted a store, a hotel by the name of Oxford House, a 
post office (just recently closed down), a blacksmith shop, a carriage 
and wagon maker, a school and a Wesleyan Methodist Church (built with 
brick at a cost of $1,200).

Squire Teeple was the ’’Marrying Sam” of the area. He married more 
than five hundred people.

East Oxford had a population of one hundred and fifty persons. There 
was a sawmill, a blacksmith shop, a store, and a tavern.

The English aristocracy who had come over here to settle had



brought their horses and they held horse 
races and hunting. Everybody came to them 
dressed in all their riding finery.

Sageville was the first registered 
subdivision in East Oxford. It was named 
after Seymour Sage.

In 1861 Vandecar was quite a thriving 
village. It had a school,a blacksmith shop, 
a shoe store, a sawmill, a church, a box 
factory, a turning mill, a cheese factory, 
and a tavern.

The first school in Vandecar was built 
on the creek flats (Kenny Creek), on the 
property of Seymour Sage. The foundation of 
the school still remains. David Canfield 

. was the first teacher and his pay was ’’two 
bushels of merchantable wheat per scholar,a 
convient house and a sufficient quantity 
of firewood.”

He was paid in three month terms and 
there was an attendance of forty-five pupils 
at the school.

In 1857 a grant of five hundred dollars 
was received to build a new schoolhouse . 
It was completed in 1858 and the old school 

and twenty-five cents at a public auction, 
east side of the Vandecar side road, on land 
third school house was across the road and is

house was sold for five dollars
The second school was on the 

now owned by Horst Joswig. The
still standing, but no longer used as a school.

Because the history of the Old Stage Road would not be 
bit of history of the century farms situated on it, we have 
the information that we found most interesting.

All century farms are dated from 1867, even though some 
there longer. The farm has to be in the family for 100 years

complete without a 
included some of

of them have been 
to be classified

as a century farm. If the farm was 
years were subtracted. There are 
seven century homes on the road. 

When people first settled 
on the road they built log 
cabins. As they became more 
settled and had more money they 
built huge mansions, everyone 
competing with their neighbour 
for size and beauty, the result 
being a lot of beautiful homes 
on a beautiful road.

out of the family for a few years, those
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To the right, as you turn onto the Stage Road is the original Shell 
homestead. Two brothers, Walter and Malcolm, lived here in 1875, and 
their father Abraham Shell lived half a mile further east. The two brothers 
were part of the original company that founded the limestone company at 
Beachville.

Across the road and down a ways is the Lazenby farm. In 1832 John Brown 
and his family settled here. As his sons married he helped them to take a 
farm of their own. The eldest son, Thomas obtained the original farm when he 
married. One son settled near Ingersoll, and the other obtained what is 
called a double fifty. In his double fifty the north half of his farm joined 
his parents and the second half of his farm continued south across the Old 
Stage Road.

The original homestead was a one and a half story building with 
five bedrooms. Under the big bedrooms at the back of the house the pigs 
were kept and there was also enough room there for the buggies. 
What is now the Lazenby’s dining room and kitchen was then the kitchen and 
pantry.

Mildred Mitchell, a great grandaughter of Thomas Brown, remembers some of, 
her great grandmother’s stories.. Her great grandmother, use to see foxes ? 
walking up and down the old rail fence in front of the house and at night, 
from her window she could see bands of Indians travelling to and from the 
camping grounds up the road.

CHARLES W. WOOD’S FARM 
East Half of Lot 9, Con 4

Winfield S. Wood was once a Reeve of 
grist mill on his farm, and was also the 
Vandecar Cheese Company.

The house was built in approximately 
1885. Also located on this property is a

East Oxford. He also ran a saw and 
director and past president of the

the 1850’s. The present barn is dated 
workshop.
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The fo llo w in g  a r e  s k e t c h e s  o f  th e  o ld  s a w m il l  and  w orkshop  w h ich  a r e  l o c a t e d  on 
C h a r le s  Wood’ s  fa rm . T h e re  i s  s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  th e  s a w m ill  w i l l  be  t o r n  down in  
th e  n e a r  f u t u r e ,  y e t  b o th  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  go an d  s e e .

L o t 1 0 , C on. 4
HAROLD and  JENNIE ARMSTRONG

The ’’H id e r  Farm ” was p u rc h a s e d  fro m  W entw orth  and S am an tha  B u r tc h  by  P e t e r  
Jo h n  H id e r on Novem ber 2 n d , 187 1 . I t  h a s  re m a in e d  in  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  members 
o f  th e  H ide r .f a m ily  t o  t h i s  day e x c e p t  f o r  a  few  y e a r s  when i t  was s o ld  t o  
a n o th e r  f a m ily .  I t  i s  now owned by Mr. and  M rs. H a ro ld  A rm s tro n g .
M rs. A rm strong  i s  t h e  y o u n g e s t  g ra n d  d a u g h te r  o f  th e  l a t e  P e t e r  Jo h n  H id e r .

The f i r s t  H id e r  home was a  lo g  h o u s e .  The p r e s e n t  h o u s e  was b u i l t  by P e t e r  
H id e r  in  1881

In  th e  1 8 0 0 ’ s  t h e r e  was a  b r i c k  y a r d  on t h e  n o r th  s i d e  o f  t h e  r o a d ,  b e tw e e n  
t h e  c re e k  t h a t  r u n s  th ro u g h  th e  fa rm  and  t h e  O ld S ta g e  R oad .

The H id e r  f a m i ly  w ere  o r i g i n a l l y  fro m  E n g la n d . J e n n ie  A rm s tro n g ’s  g ra n d 
f a t h e r  H id e r  p l a n t e d  a  s p r u c e  t r e e  on t h e  f r o n t  law n s h o r t l y  a f t e r  he  p u rc h a s e d  
t h e  fa rm , and th e  t r e e  i s  s t i l l  g ro w in g .

P le a s e  s e e  th e  s k e tc h o f  t h e  H id e r  Farm  a t  t h e  to p  o f  t h e  f o l lo w in g p a g e .
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Lot 9, Con. 4

In 1849 and 1850 Incorporation Council Meetings were held on the west half 
of Lot 9} con. 4, which was then ths farm of James Dorman. The first town 
Township Hall was completed in December of 1850 at a cost of 215 pounds. In 
1850 the Township was organized and regular Township monthly meetings were held 
there.

In May 1868, Philip Parking purchased this farm and it has remained in the 
Parking family for over 100 years.
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Below is a sketch of the first Township Hall in East Oxford. The land for
this building was purchased in 1830 from Abraham Canfield and was one half an 
acre of the west part of lot 12, concession 4, East Oxford.

THE PEERS FARM 
Lot 7, Con. 4 
’’Valley Acres’’

Seymour Sage purchased lot 7, con. 4 from a British soldier who was stationed 
in Indea, for 125 pounds. The present house was built in 1840 and the land runs 
from the 4th to the 5th concession. Ken Peers, owner of the farm, is a great
great grandson of Willard Sage and a great grandson of Seymour and Matilda Sage. 
A second house was built for a retirement home for Clair Peers and his wife, 
after his son, Ken, married Vina Mighton.

Henry Peers was the first clerk of East Oxford in 1849, before the Township 
was organized. Clair Peers was the Reeve of East Oxford in 1945 and 1946, and 
Ken Peers was Reeve in 1970 to 1973; He is now a member of the Council of the 
Township of Norwich.



THE SAGE FARM

The present 200 acre farm in East Oxford, now owned by Henry Sage, was 
purchased by Willard Sage from the Sheriff of Elgin, who gave a suit of clothes 
for it. Willard Sage was a United Empire Loyalist from the United States. (

Seymour Sage, (born in 1806 on this farm), claimed that his lot was a 
regular camping ground of Mohawk Indians who came in December each year to hunt 
deer.

Seymour Sage erected a meeting house on his land and gave it to the 
Methodists.

SEBURN-BERTRAND
LOT 3, CON. 4

Stephen Seburn purchased part of lot 3, con. 4, which consisted of 100 acres 
from the Crown in the year 1853, for 75 pounds. The original house was a log 
cabin, and the land was uncleared. The present house was built by Stephen 
Seburn about 1880.

’’Stephen Seburn willed the property to his daughter, Juliette Seburn 
Bertrand, and upon her death in 1911 her only son, Herbert Bertrand and his 
wife Bertha May Taylor moved to the farm.”

In September of 1945 the hundred acre farm was transferred to Wilfred and 
Meldrum Bertrand, when Herbert and Bertha Bertrand moved to a retirement home.

"Some of the years which stand out in memory might be the winters of 1940 
when the Old Stage Road was blocked by snow, impassable even for horses, and 
milk had to be taken to Muir through fields by horses and sleighs to meet the 
milk truck on Highway No. 53 which was kept open most of the time.

The year 1943 was terribly wet and crops were rained out, in 1954 
Hurricane Hazel destroyed most of the corn crop.”

In 1968 a cottage was built on the south west corner of lot 3, con. 4 by 
Wilfred and Meldrum Bertrand, and also a second well was drilled.
Glen and Joan Thompson Bertrand now own this cottage.

Q
* Quote: Tweedsmuir History by the East Oxford Women’s Institute
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Below is a sketch of the Bertrand home.

Although this is not a century home we would like to pay tribute to 
The Oxford Centre General Store and Post Office.

The earliest records of the store show that Mr. H. C. Griswold was the 
merchant. He was also the proprietor of the tavern called the ’’Oxford House”. 
The year 1967 brought about the closing of the Post Office even though it 
was much disapproved of by the local residents. There had been mail delivery 
at the Post Office for almost too years.
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THE OLD STAGE ROAD

Early in 1793, Governor 
Simcoe,- with two assist
ants, launched a small 
steamboat on the Niagara 
River above the falls and 
went south to Lake Erie, 
then across the lake to the 
Detroit River, through 
Lake St. Clair and up the 
Thames River until he 
reached the forks of the 
Thames '(there was no 
London there in 1793). Here 
the Governor found water 
deep enough to carry large 
vessels. ..

He kept going westward 
across Lake Erie until he 
reached the Detroit River. 
He did not stay long at the 
forks but continued on the 
south branch until he 
reached a point near where 
Woodstock is now. Here the 
water became too shallow 
and he was forced to turn 
around. During the pro
gress of this journey he 
went against the current of 
the water, but returning he 
was with the current. 
Governor Simcoe made 
recordings of time and 
distance. After'he arrived 
home at Newark he gave 
this information to Lady 
Simcoe who was his 
choreographer during his 
four years in Canada.

Early writers believed 
that.when Simcoe learned 
that large vessels could 
carry an army from the 
forks of the Thames to the 
Detroit area, he conceived 
the idea of taking a 
regiment down the 
Thames, and through Lake 
Simcoe and capture the 
settlement that is .now 
Detroit an d . the upper 
peninsula of Michigan, 
adding them to Ontario. 
However'his plan was not 

। advertised.
He.decided to make a 

road (iirough the forest 
from the head of Lake 

Ontario to the forks. With 
his small steam boat and 
helper, he went from 
Newark to the head of the 
lake. It was here he hired 
100 Indians to cut the road 
through. Interest would 
have been added to the 
report of the journey 
around Western Ontario if 
Lady Simcoe had men
tioned in her diary, if the 
steam boat ' was side
wheeler ora stern-wheeler. 
Did they carry enough fuel 
for the engine for the round 
trip? Apparently they did. 
Did they carry enough food 
for die crew to eat and 
drink on the journey? Were 
they anchored for the 
night, while on this jour
ney? These facts remain 
unclear.

When Governor Simcoe 
hired the 100 Indians to cut 
the road through the forest 
this was really the start of 
the Old Stage Coach Road.

Trees were felled out
ward to a width of 30 to 40 
feet. Stumps were not 
removed. Tlie road fol
lowed high land as much as 
possible, which accoulns 
for the many curves. 
Bridges were difficult to 
build. Those that were built 
were of log construction. 
Stage coaches began in the 
early 1830’s.

The road was gradually 
improved by reducing the 
curves and gravelling. 
Early surveyors used this 
open road as a location to 
start surveys, from Mart
in’s Tavern to the west 
border of Oxford County. 
• There were over 30 
taverns between Hamilton 
and London. Stage coaches 
numbered six daily, chang
ing horses about every 15 
miles. Drivers announced 
the arrival and departure 
of the coach by a blast on a 
tin horn.

The road entered Oxford 
County at the east side of 

the Township of East 
Oxford and somewhat east 
of the Village of Vandecar, 
then westward through 
the present Village of 
Oxford Centre. There was 
approximately eight miles 
of the road in East Oxford. 
The road then went the 
entire distance across what 
is now the Township of 
West Oxford, a distance of 
about 13 miles.

On this road, was located 
the settlement of Thomas 
Ingersoll, named Ingersoll 
in 1817. The opening of this 
road greatly aided Mr. 
Ingersoll in fulfilling his 
agreement to bring in 40 
families who would become 
permanent settlers. This 
was one of iris conditions 
for receiving a township of 
66,000 acres from the 
government in 1793.

A very important stop
ping place was Martin’s 
Tavern, located on the 
north side of the road in the 
south west corner of Lot 6 
Broken Front Concession. 
This is one mile south of 
Beachville, up the steep hill 
at the east of the village. It 
was in this tavern that the 
first vote was taken in an 
Oxford election. The voting 
was open.
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Jenvey Files
THE OLD STAGE COACH 

ROAD
‘ * X

In 1817, the area taken up 
by Thomas Ingersoll was 
known as ‘Oxford-on-the- 
Thames’ and had a ’pop
ulation of 530 in 76 homes, 
with no churches. In 1820, 
East Oxford had eight 
schools, open six months 
per year. Of children 
between the ages of six and 
16 , 232 were taught, while 
328 were not (this indicates 
the growth of the town- 
shiip).

In 1828, Ingersoll had 20 
homes, 18 being of log 
construction.

After the war of 1812-14, 
the government granted 
155-pounds to improve the 
Old Stage Road.

The completed road end
ed at the fork of the 
Thames (now West 
London). From this point 
down the Thames River 
large boats could navigate 
and as late as May 24, 1881, 
a double-decked steamer 
travelled the river. How
ever, on this day the 
steamer, returning from 
Springbank with 500 to 600 
passengers, mostly Sunday 
School children, tipped 
over. The day was cold and 
huge bonfires were built to 
warm and dry the rescued.

CONSTRUCTION

The surveyors kept some 
distance in advance of the 
Indians who felled the 
trees. This was necessary 
to avoid swamps and deep 
ravines. The trees were 
felled outward and left 
untrimmed. Since the Ind
ians, employed by ‘ Gov
ernor Simcoe to open the 
road, worked the year 
round for three years, it 
was necessary to provide 
them with food and water 
daily and shelter for the 
nights. Consequently a 
group of men went ahead 
and built log buildings 
large enough for all 
laborers and teamsters.

These buildings were 
spaced six to eight miles 
apart and since they were 
not destroyed they became 
the nuclei of villages. The 
supplies for the laborers 
had to be hauled from boats 
at the head of Lake Ontario 
by horses. Axes and saws 
became dull and a small 
trained group accom
panied the tree cutters to 
keep the tools sharp. 
Several camp cooks were 
also part of the road 
making group.

Food was brought from 
the warf at the head of the 
lake (there was no Ham
ilton in 1793). Large 
quantities of water were 
required for cooking the 
food for three meals a day 
for the hungry laborers. 
Cooking committees cook
ed the meals in large 
kettles over rock-fires.

The water level was high 
in 1793, the Indians dug a 
well conveniently located 
to the log building, let it fill 
with water twice and 
dipped out of the third 
filling of the well, as 
useable water. This water 
was supplied to cooks, and 
also used by workers for 
washing purposes before 
each meal. It was also used 
by the cooks to wash the 
cooking utensils. The wells 
were covered with poles 
and surrounded by brush to 
prevent night-roaming an
imals from falling into the 
well. The Indians slashed a 
tree near the well and put 
the Indian mark on it, 
meaning water. This was 
for the benefit of travellers, 
incoming settlers and 
teamsters.

Meanwhile, the tree cut
ters continued to open the 
road. Illis road had to be at 
least 30-feet wide and made 
passable for a team of 
horses or a yoke of oxen on 
a wagon.

Seven or eight miles 
farther along the road, 
builders had erected an
other log cabin. When the 
open road reached this 
cabin it was moving day 
from this former cabin. 
Wood had to be gathered 
and secured for the cooks, 
requiring much extra 
work.

Nearly every tree that 
was felled, was done so 
near the stump. Since each 
was to be 30-feet, many 
trees required two cuts, 
with axes sharpened each 
morning. We do not know 
how they sharpened the 
axes, but any iron foundry 
that could weld a steel 
ba Ide on an iron base to 
make an axe, must have 
had some kind of a tool to 
do the sharpening.

Bridges had to be built 
across streams, sub
stantially, to hold the 
teamsters and the horses 
and wagons. It happened 
on many occasions, that a 
teamster could not return 
in daylight after he un- 
.loaded his supplies. At such 
times his team was put 
inside the log building for 
the night. In the winter the 
cabins were cold sleeping 
quarters and the wood 
committee put a large pile 
of wood in the building. A 
hole was cut in the roof of 
the building to let the 
smoke out and the com
mittee kept up a continuous 
fire in the centre of the 
building.

Thus the Old Stage Coach 
Road was pushed through 
the forest from the head of 
the lake to the forks of the 
Thames. King Street in 
Ingersoll is a portion of the 
Old Stage Road and 
continues still to London as 
the Hamilton Road.
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Ingersoll bridge to be built 
on site of existing span

INGERSOLL — The $175,000 Pemberton 
Street bridge will be built on the site of (he ex-, 
isting bridge, town council decided Monday 
night.

At its first meeting of the year, council de
cided to detour traffic for up to five months 
while the present bridge is dismantled and a 
new one constructed.

Council rejected an alternative proposal by 
Springbank Engineering of Woodstock to erect 
the new bridge east of the existing one so that 
traffic could continue to flow during construc
tion., ;

The proposal would be more expensive, 
council'decided, and involve more complex 
government approvals because of problems 
associated with the CNR tracks.

Mayor Gordon Henry said residents won’t 
object to the detour if they can look forward to 
a new bridge.

The existing bridge has been restricted to 
light traffic since a heavy truck damaged the 
road surface last fall.

Final drawings still must be prepared. Pro
vincial approval may take up to 12 weeks.

The ministry of transportation and commun
ications will pay 80 per cent of the cost.

In other business, Mayor Henry called for 
spending restraint in line with federal and pro
vincial guidelines.

He said the town has sufficient projects un
derway and is not in a position to finance any 
new projects this year.

nio
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Ingersoll to receive^ 
$90,000 bridge grant
INGERSOLL — The ministry of transporta
tion and communications will provide a $90,000 
grant this year to help finance a $225,000 
bridge across the Thames River, Mayor Gor
don Henry said Thursday.

Council will be asked to approve a new fi
nancing scheme for the Pemberton Street 
bridge at a meeting Monday night.

Less than two weeks ago, Howard Greenly, 
district municipal engineer for the ministry, 
said he had not recommended that the. pro
vince provide the 80 per cent subsidy for.‘the 
project needed by the town.

The $90,000 grant this year will be combined 

with $90,000 council must borrow. Mayor Hen
ry said. The ministry will pay an additional 
$90,000 next year. Council previously allocated 
$15,000 for the project, to make up the remain
der of the funding required.

The town considered the bridge a high pri
ority item, the mayor said, while the minis
try,in the past, has considered it low priority.

Springbank Engineering of Woodstock, the 
town’s consultant for design of the bridge, is 
rushing to finish plans for the two-lane, 100-lon 
capacity structure, Mayor Henry said.

Tenders for construction will be called in 
late July or August if council approves the 
new financing scheme, he said. Construction 
should begin sometime in September and be 
completed by late fall or early winter.

The existing bridge,.'built about 50 years 
ago, was designed to carry four torts and two 
lanes of traffic, but structural damage from 

v accidents has reduced it to one lane with a 
two-ton capacity.

Landon

I
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The Pemberton'Street bridge, which has long been a headache for local motorists will soon be 
dismantled to make way for a new bridge. Construction work on the new bridge began last Monday.
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Ed J. McCabe, regional director for Southwestern inunication, cuts ribbon held by Mayor Douglas 
Ontario of the ministry of transportation and com- Harris and Marion Coyle. /(Staff photo)

Ribbon-cutting ceremony held 
to open Pemberton St. bridge

Ed J. McCabe, director of 
southwestern' Ontario region of 
the ministry of transportation 
and communication, cut a red 
satin’ ribbon held by Mayor 
Douglas-' Harris and Marion 
Coyle, chairman of the town’s 
public works committee as the 
trio stood on the new Pemberton 
Street bridge Friday.

The ceremony marked the 
official opening of the town’s 
new $237,000 bridge. The bridge 
has been open to traffic-since 
mid-June. k

Harris pointed out that the 
town actually paid only a small 
portion of the total cost. An 80 
per cent subsidy was received 
from the ministry, he said.

Former Mayor Gorden Henry, 
who w as ' there to watch the 
Ceremony, was congratulated 
by Harris for his efforts in 
getting the bridge built.

Looby Construction of Dublin, 
began construction of the bridge 
October 15,1976. And, in spite of 
the severe winter, had it finished 
two weeks ahead of schedule. 
85-FOOT SPAN

S pringbank  C onsulting  
Engineers Ltd., Woodstock, 
designed the reinforced con
crete bridge with pre-stressed I- 
beamsi It has an 85 foot span, 
and a bearing capacity of 80 
tons? '

The old bridge had a capacity 
of only four tons.

McCabe said the new Pem

berton Street bridge was par
ticularly  significant, His 
ministry, he said, is this year 
making a study of bridges 
across the province for the 
purpose of updating them. The 
new bridge opened in Ingersoll 
that day is typical of what will 
be happening throughout 
Ontario, he said.

Town engineer Steve Kovacic 
gave a short history o f . the 
former bridge. It was built in 
1855 by the Iron Work Co. of 
Stratford at a cost of $25 to $35, 
he said. It was in use until 
October 1, 1975. It was closed 
after being severely damaged 
by a tractor-trailer.

The new bridge had to be built 
Wi feet higher than the old 
bridge, to meet ministry of 
transportation  and com- 
nunication requirem ents for 
learance.

This meant a hump on the new 
bridge which limits visibility of 
motorists on bridge approaches 
to 250 to 300 feet.
ONE-WAY STREET

To meet m inistry 
requirements, Janes Hoad has 
been closed at Pemberton 
Street, and Wilson Street is now 
a one-way street for westbound 
traffic.

Ingersoll has three bridges 
across the Thames River. A 
fourth has been proposed across 
Ingersoll Street,.,which will 
eventually take traffic from 
Highway 401 through the 
Industrial Park ,'to  Bell Street 
(Highway 2). ■

H arris said aft(?r the 
ceremony, that nothing has yet 
developed on- another new 
bridge, for the town but, “we are 
still hoping—still writing let
ters.’’



Streetlights installed 

in early 1900s

The first streetlights in Ingersoll were 
erected in 1906.

Ingersoll was the chosen site for the first 
telephone exchange in Canada. It was 

established in April, 1880 and there were 13 
phones at that time.
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Highway change 
annoys Ingersoll

INGERSOLL—Town council 
will send a letter of concern 
about the designation of High
way 2 to a county road, although 
Coun. Jim Robins said Monday 
it might be too late to stop the 
bypass road swap.

Council voted to send the 
letter to the county, Ontario 
Treasurer Darcy McKeough, 
Oxford MP Bruce Halliday and 
Harry Parrott, Oxford MPP and 
colleges and universities 
minister.

A letter from L. B. Macnab of 
Macnab Auto Sales Ltd. ’said
provincial plans to make High
way 2 from Woodstock to

: Jim Robins
..  I ‘may be too late’ 

designate Governor’s Road as 
the new highway will be a 
deterrent to businesses on the 
existing highway.

There are hundreds of 
thousands of dollars invested in 
business along the route and the 
town should be served by a high
way, Macnab said.

But Robins said council has 
known for two or three years the 
road’s highway status would be 
dropped.

“That is the time we should 
have got at it,” he said. “The 
horse is out the gate now.”

County public works com
mittee last week took no action 
on a petition from Highway 2 
businessmen concerned about 
the swap being initiated as part 
of a deal for a county-city truck 
bypass.

Coun. Wayne Campbell— a 
Macnab employee—said: Re
gardless of the lateness of the 
hour, we should be pushing it.” 
f i t  is no secret how council 

feels about industry, he said, 
and the town will be “in really 
bad shape” if commercial 
business is lost.

The town is sadly lacking in 
com m ercial land, Campbell 
said, adding there now are 
several applications for 
severances outside the town.

Everything within council’s 
power should be done to en
courage businessmen to stay in 
town or near town approaches, 
he added.
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Highway-road swap worries In
Free Press Woodstock Bureau

WOODSTOCK — Ingersoll is in danger of 
becoming “one of those communities off to the 
side” after the planned swap of Governor’s 
Road for Highway 2, Ingersoll Mayor Doug 
Harris told Oxford County council Wednesday.

The exhange of a Highway 2 section that 
goes through Ingersoll between Woodstock 
and Thamesford is to take place in October as 
part of a truck bypass.

Harris said that while Ingersoll is in favor of 
the bypass, the town is also concerned about 
the loss of traffic the trade is likely to cause.

“Ingersoll is interested in seeing County 
Road 6 (the north-south bypass link between 
Highway 401 and Governor’s Road) built but 
we are also in the difficut position of not being 

on a highway (after the swap).”
He expressed concern that in the future all 

road maps will show there is no highway going 
through the town. ,

He said a gas station survey recently 
showed that 40 vehicles stopped at the station 
using maps only to arrive there.

Harris reminded council that part of High
way 19 through the town will revert to a coun
ty road in the truck route development.

“Ingersoll and the county both need the by
pass but a lot of service-type and commercial 
industries will suffer. We need County Road 6 
built but there always has to be tradeoffs.

“Why not keep the present designation 
meaning we’re on a provincial highway. Why 
do we (Ingersoll) have to become one of those 

communities off to the side.”
Coun. Perry Sibbick of Blandford-Blenheim 

Township, a key negotiator of the swap requir
ing the ministry of tranportation and commu
nications to pay for upgrading County Road 6, 
said the ministry would not take the responsi
bility of building the new road unless it was a 
link between two provincial highways.

Ingersoll Coun. Jack Warden said he “deep
ly sympathized” with people who may be af
fected by the deal.

“I see no alternative to the swap. It’s a situ
ation where we’re damned if we do and 
damned if we don’t. It will take away traffic 
but.time will tell how much the town will be 
affected,” he said.

Warden suggested the county look into alter

nate
trav
Inge

W
sitio
this
trav

“
C

road
2B 
pali
whe
“bu
ness

P
exp

C
ro
n
o
n



. .........   1 / 7 /  7 7 1 ‘ 1 *Highway;.! 9,
»• • ’

1 to remain 
provincial

Highway 19 through Ingersoll’s down
town will remain designated as a 
provincial highway, Oxford County’s MPP 
Harry Parrott announced today.

After considerable discussion between 
Dr. Parrott and James Snow, minister of 
transportation and communication, Dr. 
Parrott said the ministery has agreed to 
allow highway 19 between Thamesford and 
the 401 to remain designated as a 

,■ provincail highway at least until the 
; construction of County Road 6 is 

completed as part of the bypass.
Dr. Parrott said that once construction 

of County Road .6 is completed, the 
province will negotiate its final status with 
the county. , . . /

According to a release, issued this 
morning, the development follows Dr. 
Parrott’s discussion? with the minister 
following talks with Ingersoll’s Mayor 
Douglas Harris and Chairman of the 
County Works Committee Perry Sibbick.

Dr. Parrott said the minister is now 
expected to ask county council’s approval 
to the amendment to the original bypass 
road switch plan,

The Oxford MPP requested the piinister 
to consider the original route transfer 
agreement after a number of concerns 
were ' ‘voiced by Ingersoll residents, 
particularly merchants upset that the 
bypass plan would leave the town 
separated from a provincial highway.

In late March of this year, Ingersoll’s 
town council sent a letter to county and 
ministry officials, expressing their 
concern over the change in designation of 
Highway 2 to a County road.

Council then gave unanimous support to 
the motion > introduced by Councillor 
Wayne Campbell, who suggested that the 
planned change may be detrimental to 
local business because the town would no 
longer be on a designated highway. He told 
councillors, at that time, “we’re in sad 
shape now. It’s no secret. If we start to lose 
commercial development, we’ll be in 
serious trouble.”

In late April of this year, County Council 
received a petition from Ingersoll and 
Beachville area, business operators 
protesting the redesignation of Highway 2. 
At that time, Mayor Harris'asked county 
councillors why Ingersoll has to become 
“oneof those communities off to the side,” 
and said he was concerned that maps 

would not show a highway going through 
the town.

In addition, he pointed out part of 
Highway 19 running through Ingersoll, 
would also become a Count}' road under 
the road swapping agreement between the 
County and the province.

As a result of the latest development, Dr. 
Parrott said Hghway 97 in (he county and 
Highway 2 between Woodstock and 
Ingersoll will be transferred immediately 
to the county.

He said MTC will assume Governor’s 
Road between Woodlock and Thamesford 
and will start immediately on the design 
and necessary property equisition for the 
improvement of the road.

MTC have commenced the design for the 
reconstruction of County Road 6 between 
Highway 401 and Governor’s Road, said 
Dr. Parrott. He noted that MTC will now 
move to assume this protion of the county- 
road immediately prior to construction.

After completion of a preliminary route 
study, the new road from Highway 59 
southwesterly Io Governor’s Road will be 
designated. Pre-engineering will then be 
continued with.

County council voted in 
February to approve the change 
in designation making Gover
nor’s Road between Woodstock 
and Thamesford Highway 2 and 
making the present route a 
county road. Approval of the 
exchange, which gives the 
county an additional 19 miles of 
highway, including Highway 19 
from Highway 401 to Ingersoll 
and the connecting links on 
Highway 2 and 19 in Ingersoll, 
relieves Oxford County of the 
$2.5 million cost of upgrading 
County Road 6. ' •

Under the arrangement, the* 
province will pay the total $7.5 
million cost of the county’s 
jtruck bypass which will run 
from Highway 59 north of 
Woodstock, southwest to Gov
ernor’s Road, east to County 
Road 6 and then south to 
connect with Highway 401, at an 
interchange to be built at the 
Folden’s Road overpass.



Ingersoll awards 
contract for road

INGERSOLL (Bureau) — Jack Tanner 
Construction Ltd. of RR 2, Stratford, was 
awarded a contract.Wednesday to build a 
road in the town's industrial park, The 
Tanner tender of $25,862 was the lowest 
of four bids.

Town engineer Eric Booth said (he 
work involves construction of a road and 
sewer off Ingersoll Road adjacent to the 
new Underwood Shoes Ltd. warehouse.

/y

Construction firm picked 
to build industrial road

INGERSOLL — Jack Tanner 
Construction Ltd. of Stratford 
has been awarded a $25,862 
contract for building a second 
road in the town’s industrial 
park.

It was the lowest of four bids 
received with the highest at 
$35,789.

Town engineer Eric Booth 
said work would begin im
mediately and should be 
finished by the end of Novem
ber. The work also includes 
installing a sewer.

Booth said his original 

estimate of Industrial Road Two 
was around $30,000 and all but 
one bid was within that range.

The cul de sac will be adjacent 
to the new Underwood Shoes 
Warehouse in the town’s south
western industrial park, he said.

Ilie road was in the original 
subdivision plans, but it wasn’t 
to be opened up until the had a 
sale and the sale of land to 
Underwood requires access 
from the road, he said.

Booth said other subdivision 
sites will be serviced by the road 
when they are sold in the future.

Coun. Eugene Mabee said the 
firm has done a lot of other 
construction work for the town.
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Street extension o f 
town's ^west for U a s fry

ByJOEKONECNY 
Sentinel-Review staff writer

INGERSOLL — The Ingersoll Street extention project is 
symbolic of the town’s on-going search for industrial 
development.

One of the key selling points traditionally utilized by local 
municipal officials to attract tenants to the town’s 500-acre 
industrial park is Ingersoll’s nearness to major highways.

And future transportation route development in this area 
indicates Ingersoll may be heading for a bigger and better 
future.

Industrial Commissioner Ted Hunt said industry is always 
anxious to settle in an area with easy access to major high
ways.

“Every town has something to offer, but we try to stress the 
Highway 401 and the good railway service we have here,” 
Hunt said, in an interview.

He's hoping the conshruction of Highway 402 — between 
Sarnia and Highway 401, with a turn-off in London — will 
encourage industry to make Ingersoll its home.

The extention of Highway 403 form Hamilton to Woodstock 
will help too, he said.

“We will be right in the middle,” Hunt said.
"You never know what these things will bring but it will 

definately add another selling feature to this area.”
Proximity to highways was one of the reasons why 

Fruehauf Trailers Ltd. located one of its plants in the in
dustrial park, Hunt said.

The Ingersoll Street extention — which is in its third phase 
now — is aimed directly at making life easier for potential 
industrial tenants.

Ingersoll municipal technician Gene McLaren said the road 
extention is supposed to “provide good access to the industrial 
area” since the street will border on the Highway 401 turn-off 
at Culloden Road. Hunt echoed his view.

“This project keeps us competitive,” Hunt said.
The project was derived from an industrial study conducted 

in 1966. Seven industries have moved into the area since then, 
claiming about 150 acres. Virtually no industry was there 
previously.

'Hie first stage of the extenlion was completed in 1971 when 
the original steel was prolonged to Fruehauf's doorstep.

In 1976, further expansion took place as the street’s path 
was lengthened to Clark Road.

Hunt said an unofficial town plan calls for even better ac
cess to the industially zoned land at the north-west end of 
town.

Widening of Ingersoll Street between Thomas and King 
streets is a possible phase four, Hunt said, and phase five 
would be the extention of King Street to Highway 19.

The 2.4 acre parcel of land used in the project was pur
chased last year at a cost of about $50,000, Hunt said.

He hopes the street extenlion will display “the town has a 
positive approach to seeking industry” .

Prior to 1970, development was a near impossibility since 
the town had only about two acres designated for industrial 
use.

“ Unless you have the land, it is like a car dealer trying to 
sell cars without a vehicle on the lot,” Hunt said.

But Ingersoll soon acquired its current abundance of land 
and although the town only owns about 23 acres of the total 
amount, at least Hunt has something to work with now.

Expansion at the rate of some western Canadian cities is out 
of the question, Hunt added.

“ I don’t think we should be a boom town over night,” he 
said. “ Nice and steady growth is fine.

“We have to be realistic. Industry the size of a Ford Motor 
Co. plant would totally upset a town of this size.”

Afterall, Hunt said one of the town’s selling points is the 
“quality of life in a small town”.

While the industrial commissioner considers most potential 
buyers, Hunt says he’s keeps an eye on their consumption of 
services. He intends to maintain reliable water and sewage 
services for citizens.
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Thames River bridges unite town’s north and south
BY MARJOIUB FLEMING

■ •

The Carroll Street Bridge a$ it was years ago. Today the bridge is called the Mutual Street 
bridge and has, of course, been replaced. On the right is the former Wonham Street bridge, 
which was destroyed in the great flood of 1937.

Little  information exists on some aspects 
of Ingersoll’s past, and unfortunately a rich 
and interesting profile on old town bridges is 
one part of Ingersoll’s heritage that seems 
to he missing from the history files.

liesearch netted little , except a photo- 
graph and vague mentions of several 
bi idges spanning the Thames. But an 
Ingersoll native shed some light on the 
subject when approached.

Edgar Dunlop, a barber in town for many 
years, recalled some of the old town bridges, 
and was particularity helpful with regard to 
tlie old Wonham Street Bridge that was 
washed out in a flood in 1937. Said Mr. 
Dunlop. “ I remember that bridge well. It 
was in fa irly  constant use until a man was 
killed on the road leading to the pork 
factory, on the north side of the river. After 
the fellow was killed, the road was closed, so 
traffic across the bridge was much lighter.”

Mr. Dunlop doesn’t remember the exact 
date, but sometime soon after the flood in 
1937 wiped out the Wonham Street bridge, a 
swing bridge was constructed across the 
river to enable the residents of the (own 
easier access to work.

“ The swing bridge was essentially a foot 
bridge, but I can remember some carts 
going back and forth,”  Mr. Dunlop said. 
"The bridge was sturdy, with heavy sides on 
it. unlike the one put up down at the end of 
Whiting Street."

There is no exact date known for the 
creation of the swing bridge at the bottom of 
Whiting Street, but Mr. Dunlop recalled that 
it was a fool bridge constructed by some 
workmen at the Borden plant, so they could 
get back and forth to work.

"The Whiting Street foot bridge was 
considerably narrower than the Wonham 
bridge, and I would have to say that it was 
also less sturdy and more of a challenge to 
cross.”

Mr. Dunlop dug back in his memory and 
came out with some interesting tidbits on 
other bridges in town.

He remembered the old Pemberton Street 
bridge, with its iron and steel sides, and 
said, "We rarely referred to that bridge by 
its name - to us it  was the Tron Duke.’

Edgar Dunlop also recalled a small 
bridge, located south of the Mutual Street 
bridge. There was a woolen m ill located in 
the vicinity, a small dam, and a small 
bridge that spanned two ponds near the 
dam. He remembers it well because, “ It 
was a really pretty walk down that way; i t ’s 
all changed now of course, but back then the 
woolen m ill used the small dam as a power 
source.”

Unfortunately very little  written data 
exists about Ingersoll’s old bridges, but as 
long as residents like Mr. Dunlop give some 
of their time to reminiscing, pieces of 
Ingersoll's heritage w ill remain alive and 
interesting.

Mayor Thomas J. Morrison, right, and one of the town's oldest residents, carried out ribbon cutting cere
monies at the official opening of the Thames Street bridge in 1966-67.

OLD LIGHT FIXTURESANDOIL LAMPS BOUGHT AND SOLD
SERVICES OFFERED: Brass, Copper — Polished 
Plating — Removed Lighting Fixtures -  Rewired

M t s’Antique Lighting & Brass
345 KING STREET WEST, INGERSOLL, ONTARIO N5C 2K9 

Phone:(519)485-1440

Wanted: Ingersoll Items

Open 8 a.m. ■ 5 p.m., 7 days a week
D. KENT SHOULTS Evenings by Appointment

YOUR BULK STORE
FOR SUMMER SNACKS

~ S(JGA /.
„  *

AUSTRALIAN 
NEWCROP

RAISINSgy |b

FRESH GROUND 
PEANUT BUTTER
With vour nnc Ik
own container J  J

PURE HONEY
With your own 
container 99* lb

CHOPPED LIPTON DRINK A GOOD
WALNUTS CRYSTALS VARIETYOF

$2.99 lb 10 Flavours JQ ||j CANDY
9
_
9
 
' l

„
b
 

BULK FOOD 
WAREHOUSE

a I lb. PER FAMILY 
Q 1 lb. BLANCHED PEANUTS

FREE Expires July 29, 1984 r j 
g a  Gaza U I CH K3 Ka £ 3  B3 K3 EQ K3 £3 EH U I 
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CLOSED SUNDAYS DURING AUGUST

Dundas St. 5 Miles West of 
Thamesford
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Ingersoll Street Mames 
Honor Pioneers Of Area

t u Anmnirn w m u M c  Concession street marks the Ry ARTHUR WILLIAMS fr o n t 0 £ |jie  fjr s t c o n f .e s s jo n  an c |
While Ingersoll has suffered jf w a s . surveyed to r u n right 

destruction by fire and flood it :.n  K-a m e s  s. rr e ’J ''.1! 5
। H?1! street i? named for Elisha 

Hall who erected the first brick 
house in Ingersoll. His son was

has always managed to rail, 
and move onward. in its marc 
of progress it has been the pol
icy of its landowners to remem
ber those who made th.eir towm 

active in the Rebellion of ’37 
and was known as “Rtbel” Hall.

nossible bv naming streets af- —t£Rebel”ter them ami tlS  M.r s ‘ c - p - H a l1 -. th c  w ifc
ter mem ami meir ramuies ana o f  a n o t h e r  s o n  o f  E ] i s h a  H a l l 

gave her name to Martha stre-in many cases if it were not 
for the street being so named • et. while Noxon street was nam- 

j ed after James Noxon, founder.the person would have been co
mpletely forgotten.

Originally the community was 
known as Oxford and later cha
nged to Ingersoll to honor its 
founder, and along with this 
came Thomas and Ingersoll 
streets to further honor the 
founder. His family were rem
embered with the street names! 
of Charles, James and Frank. 
James street was that part of 
Wellington running betw e e n 
Canterbury and King streets. 
James Ingersoll was the first 
white child born in Ingersoll. 
Whiting street was named for 
Sarah Whiting, who was Inger
soll’s third wife. Merritt street 
is for Anna Maria Merritt, who 
married Charles Ingersoll.

The most famous of the Inger
soll family does not appear to 
have left her mark on the town 
as no street was named for 

iLaura Secord, a daughter of 
Thomas Ingersoll by his first

er the implement works and one 
time mayor of Ingersoll. His 
home was located on the groun
ds now occupied by Alexandra- 
hospital. >*

Col. Holcroft, who was id51 
charge of an Imperial regiment* 
in Canada during the war ofp 
1812, and lived in Ingersoll fotf 
a time at the Tucker House 
which he built, is remembered 1 
with Holcroft street. , „r- i 
VISIT RECALLED . j

The visit of Lord and Lady 
Dufferin in 1874 is recalled b^ / 
Dufferin street and previous tch? 
that it had been Catherine street 
ct, after Mrs. C. E. • Chadwick'^ 
the wife of the mayor of t h • ’ 
town.

In the southeast section there 
are names of more historical
people. David street after David * 
Canfield, whose father camp:; 
from Pennsylvania and settled^ 

wife. Benson street honors the at Centreville, Carroll, and Dan'**
Hon. James Rea Benson and 
his son’s name given to Freder
ick street. The relationship be
tween the Merritt and Ingersoll 
families is signified by Bond 
street. .
LAID OUT TOWN

Col Worham was the surveyor 
who laid out the town and his 
family bore the names of Fran
cis, Ann and Albert and all are 
remembered by street names. 
Militia street is named lor a 
well liked citizen Miss Militia 
Breakly, a step • daughter of 
Mj McCaughty, a local lawyer.

Originally Duke street extend
ed from Charles street to Ann, 
but for some reason, the south 
end was changed to Earl. There 

•is no record to show why it was 
demoted in the peerage.

Church street was evidently 
named due to the fact that three 
churches were close at hand. 
Th.e church of England was on 
the south side of King street, 
the Methodist on the north side 
and the 'JPrcsbyterian on Char
les .street. Boles is a short street 
running north from Charles, east 
of Albert and was named after 
John Boles, an early merchant, 
while King street was- named af
ter the King family, a family 
of millers. It extends from the 
cast to the west of the town 
but at one time from Carroll 
street cast it was called Corn

after a Mr. Taylor who owned 
a large tract of land al one 
time. •

John Carnegie, son of a Scot^ 
tish laird who came to Canada^ 
about 1834 held 158 acres of 
land north of the river and wheji M 
it was divided he chose names!* 
of Scottish families and battle§.{ 
The street where his home stood" 
was called Carnegie and his 
wife, formerly Isabella Thomp
son of Edinborough, was reme
mbered with BeJ] street. Cath-* 
erine, Victoria, Helen, William, 
John and George were the • 
names of his children. The Cri-. 
mean and Peninsula War were » 
commemorated by Alma, Inker- 
man and Waterloo streets while 
th? distinguished soldiers 
remembered by Raglan, Cam
bridge and Cathcart. Union 
•street marks the union of the 
Crotty and Carnegie properties.., 
The eastern limit of the Carner 
gie survey was Mutual street, 
the line being fixed by th.e mu
tual consent of Carnegie and 
Car roll. ’

missioners Road, I

MILL PROSPERED
Mutual street does not meet 

Charles street exactly at Car-' 
roll and for this there is a rea
son. It seems that Mr. Carroll 
owned a mill at what is now 
the northwest corner of Charles' 
and Mutual which got a good 
deal of the business passing al
ong Charles street. But Peter 
Stuart also owned a mill out on 
Canterbury street near the end 
of Hall and Carroll streets and 
Ji was feared that farmers wou
ld miss the Carroll mill when: 
th.ey came in from the north am * 
proceed on to the Stuart Mill 
Therefore Mutual street v/ob 
laid out slightly to the west ig, 
the mill prospered. Mr. Car fol I 
wished to perpetuate the na<Y\C 
of three kings by calling tKi 
street^ in his survey Brue? 
Solomon and King Hiram.
is nothing to indicate the rcaf.k 
for this. He did wish though +o 
h.ave-the name of an earty 
governor of Canada remcmhtA 
ed when he named Metcalfe, 
street in his honor.

That part of Skye street run 
ning east of Worham was 
inally Henry after Squire Crou- 
ty but the name was droppea 
and the street became Skye 10̂  
its entire length. His wife is 
still remembered with Margar
et street, while the pioneer goes 
unrecognized. Percy street was 
rained after his son. , ;

McKoand and Haines streets 
are named alter George McKe- 
and and Thomas Augustus II ti
nes. both of Hamiltoh who own-
fid a large trad  of land here. ‘ 

r , - - , -A - .,---  -  -  There arc other streets whoso
iel streets after David Carrolhi names W P cannot account for 
and McGarthy. afler Dr. McGaM^'|)Ut Jura and Skye arc good 
thy, son - in - law of Mr. Car- Scotch names while Caskel and . 
roll. Harris street, of course, Ossiman supporf/the Irish, ‘ 
honors the Harris family anti, -------------------- j — ---------- -
th.e Harris street se ttle m e n t 
while Taylor street is named
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In new settlements, streets are frequently named to remind one of 
a prominent pioneer settler or members of ’:is fnnily, or for some in- 
cident pertaining to the locality or for some convenience. After Thomas 
Ingersoll began the settlement of the area which w- s later named for him, 
there were two streets in the west part named for him, Thomas Street and 

- itil 1817 Thomas Ingersoll called the settlement the 
Village of Charles, after his eldest son, but when Charles returned from 
cting as an officer in the war of 1812-1^ and reclaimed his father’s 

proprty he named the place "Ingersoll” after his father who had recently 
died. At this tine queen direct was renamed Cha rles, after Char3.es Ingersoll 
Ch rles Ingersoll had two brothers, Frank and Janes"and streets were 
named f ( r these brothers. James Street was that part of Wellington running 
between King and Canterbury Streets. Fran Street w s the.ts.outh end of 
Hall Street - south of Victoria Park ( Park Ave, partway southward to 
..est Ox ord.)

..;hiting street w.s named for Sarah J itin; , T; or as Ingersoll’s third 
wife. She took posession of nearly all the south west part of Ingersoll. 
The creek through tints area is named J" iting creek. There is no street in 

soil nai ed after the most illustrious and distinguished member of the 
fai ily, Laura Ingersoll Secord. She was a daughter of Thomas Ingersoll’s 
first wife and as she married young, perhaps her interests were not closely 
connected with the new settlement. There seers to be no record that she 
hod ever visited the settlement.

Charles Ingersoll’s wife was Anna Maria Eurritt and Merritt Street 
commemorates her name. Benson Street_was for Hon. James Rea Jenson, who 
had a son Frederick, whose name was given to Frederic J: S1reet. The rela- 
ti< nship between the Ingersoll and Merritt f* il£es was signified by Bond 
Street.

Col. Wonham was the surveyor wl o laid out the town and also led the 
militia of the day, and. 1 is na e was given to Jonham Street. Col. fonham 
law three children and their names were given to streets. Frances., *win and 
.̂ 1bort.

Church Street, was so named because it was loc ted near three churches. 
The C urch of 1 la  id was on t  e Lot betw ^ing a id Fr n ces , The 1 e th o d i t t  
church on the north side of King Street and the Presbyterian Church (Erskine 

st - Hv?o‘ , "■ Ci les V;. his site IOW occupied by a p l m i 
mill.

A short street running north from Charles and east of Albert was 
named Holes .Street.. after John Holes, a 1 early merchant of the town, lying 
street was named after the King family who were pioneer mill .owners. Their 
mill was on Whiting creek in the west end of the settlement. Originally 
King Street extended from the westerly boundry of the settlement to 
Carrol.]. Street near the easterly limits. From Carroll Street eastward it 
was known as Commissic.ner2 s RoadC Concession Street was so named since it 
narks the front of the first concession. Hal Street was nai ed fter Alisha 
Hall, who built the first brick house (18^57 in Ingersoll and who owned 
the south east part of Ingersoll as well as the farm known "or many years 
as the Norsworthy Farm. ulisha Hall 1 ad a son C.P.Hall whose wife’s first

s 1 irth . ’roi her we get Martha Street. Tunis Street after Martha 
Tunis of Canterbury, England, 3he was tl j wife of Ichabod 1. V rd mother 
of Elis’ a 11". j.pxon Street was named after James 1oxon, founder of the 
implement works and milder of the ..lex"nd.ri Hospit 1.
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During the war of 1812 Col. Holcroft came to Canada in charge of 
an Imperial regiment• Holcroft Street is named after him. He built the 
original buildings on the Tudker Farm. Dufferin Street commemorates the 
visit of Lord and Lady Dufferin to Ingersoll in lo?1'» Previously this 
street was called Catharine after Catharine Chadwick, wife of C .3 .Chadwick, 
an c rly mayor of the town. David Street was named for David Canfield, a 
settler from Penns 1 vania. Ca ri' oil and Daniel Streets, after Daniel Carroll, 

native of New York State. David Street being east from Harris Street, 
one block south of King, lie Car thy Street in the same area was named after 
Dr. McCarthy, a son-in-law of Daniel Carroll. Harris Street after a large 
number of early settlers by that name who took up several farms south of 
Ingersoll. Taylor Street (Charles St. to Cherry St.) after a Nr. Taylor 
who was owner of a very large estate. John Carnegie(Carnegie Street) son 
of a Scottish laird, who came here in Ic01!, held Ijc acres of land immed
iately north of the river and who divided it into building lots. This 
required names for the streets in the subdivision and be did not forget 
his wife and family. John Carnegie’s wife was Isabella Thompson of 
Edinburgh and from her name we have Bell Street. The children’s names were 
CatPerine, Victoria, Helen, yd.Hin.rn. John and George Carnegie. These names 
were given to streets in the C rne ie subdivision in the north side of th 
town. The eastern boundry of the Carnegie property was Mutual Street, the 
line being fixed by mutual consent of Hr. Carnegie and Fr. Carroll. Formerly 
called Dorth Street, changed after a lawsuit named "mutual” . Union Street 
marks the line where the Carnegie and. Crotty properties joined. Soldiers 
from the Crimean and Peninsular wars settled in Ingersoll after peace was 
declared and named streets to commemorate famous battles. Hence we have 
streets named ^Ima. Inkerman and Waterloo. Hames of their leaders were 
not forgotten and we have streets named Baglan. Cathcart and Cambridge. 
Hr. Carroll evidently wished to perpetuate the names of 'hree kings by 
calling three streets in his survey, Bruce, King Solomon and King Hiram. 
Me named Metcalf after an early Governor General. That part of Skye Street 
east of ionham was originally henry Street after 1 r. Crotty’s wife, Margaret 
McNab dnd Percy Street after one of Mr. Crotty’s Sons. Me Ke a nd a \ ines 
Streets were named after George McKeand and Thomas Augustus Haines of 
Hamilton,! joint owners of large surveys. Jura and Skye Streets were named 
by a Scottish settler who wanted to hear his neighbors call familiar names. 
Castel and Ossian were named for an Irish settler.

John Graves Simcoe, the first governor of Upper Canada, whose term 
was from 1792 to 1796 gave the name Thames to the river, as its location 
seemed to him to be similar to the river by the sa e name in England. Both 
. lowi r throu ’ K c co '‘i1 i : .' < /<• lesex witl • do • 1 uilt alo
its banks. Thames Street was named fro the river. Mill ,street was so 
named because the first mill in the village for grind.1 ig grain was located 
on the west side of this street. Canterbury Street was named by pioneer 
settlers from Canterbury, England. Oxford Street received this name because 
the first Post Office of the county was established here and called the 
"Oxford Post". Gy a Street was so named because o gas plant was located on 
the east side of street ne r the north end. This street has be n called 
vonlea for years. Heter and 31u art streets were names after Peter Stuart 

who owned the Oatmeal ill on Canterbury Street. These streets run eastward 
from Hall Street when Hall St. continued across wl t is now the eastpart of 
Victoria Park to Park Ave., ..tuart was located about the centre of the perk 

d Peter Street might be considered an extensi o .uv". east of H e
south part of H-all St. jueen Street is the w< s ic ’ t] e ori in il û< en
Street which was chang to H es Street. This street was continued to 

tr< t, opposite Benson street. Josephine Street was named for Josephine
McKay. It extends west from ionham . i.
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Cottage -iVzy m e  was so named si ice all dwellings at the time of 
naming were cottages.

Oxford Lane, ■ continues ion of Oxford It. It was originally a 
pr i v J t e dri ve w ; y .

Park Avenue, named because it parallels the south border of Victoria 
Park.

Duke treat and Cellington Street were named after Duke of 
Wellington, the En lis ler I who defeated Napoleon at the Battle of Water
loo, in Belgium, May 181J. Wellington A v e , is an offshoot of Wellington 
Street. Duke Lane is a driveway, 12 feet wide, surveyed from Duke Street 
to Church Ct.

St. Andrews Street was named after St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Churcl 
which adjoins the street. This church later called St. Paul’s Presbysterian 
church.

Water Street w s so named because it parallels and crosses a stream.

Centre. Street run .from King Street to Canterbury Street and was 
originally a driveway through the centre of the cleared land on the Elisha 
hall farm, and used by Mr. Hall when going to and from his house and 
sawmill on the south side of Canterbury Street. The east side of his farm 
was swampy. This farm was purchased by Dennis Horseman of Thamesford in 
188b and shortly afterward occupied by his son John Horseman. The east end 
of Concession Street which passed close to the brick house on this farm 
was exchanged by the Ingersoll Council for the 21 foot lane called Centre 
St. Centre Street has since been blocked off. It runs from Concession 
Street to Ferguson Ave. and from Tunis Street to Canterbury Street.

Ha l l ’s Lane is east of the junction of Canterbury and Ha ris Streets. 
It vzas a private right of w y belonging to a farm owned by ^lisha Hall 
(known as the Norsworthy farm) over which logs might be hauled to the 
Hall sawmill on Canterbury Street. This right of way was used by two 
adjoining neighbors of the Kall farm, k o ses Tripp on the east side and 
Warren Harris (Meek) on tl?e south. These farms were heavily wooded and 
the lane was convenient for them.

Other streets are .Jari, Cherry , j maid , nelson ave, Pembe rton , Etna .
Melita, Innes. Crusoe and Hamilton Streets. K: IE ton w;s believed to be 

branch of Hamilton Road and was so named. It vzas on north side of
Nonham and Thames Streets and then east on South of C.P.R. Maitland Street 
was said to be between Mutual and Pemberton Streets between the C.P.R. and 
the river. It vzas not verified by council.

The Kensington subdivision ’ maintains such street 'names as Evelyn 
Aye, rlMLlilL^ton__Aze. , Florence mze. and Clarence n v e . The name 
’’Kensington care from a sub-division in Hamilton, opened by the same man 
who bought this area in. Ingersoll

July 196?, Council named Janes Road for George Janes a newspaper 
reporter and Nilson Street for v.A. Nilson, industrialist.(Machine Tool Co. 
and Morrows Co?) Janes Road being Brom Mutual to Pemberton Streets on the 
south side of the river, r.ilson Jtreet is from Mutual Street to Pemberton 
Streets on the north side of the river.

Streets in A pris urvey ( >outh of Inyo soil)
Running north and south -

Wellington St. continued to 2nd. con. line of West Ovf^,
- u xfor Tewnwhip.
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-'haiaes Street continued to 2nd. con. line of Jest Oxford Township. 
Bln Street from Cross Street to Pine Street. Sin Street was named 
by hrs. Cannon .

Hunn i ng e a s t a nd we s t.
Solcroft Street the dividing road between Ingersoll and Jest Oxford.
.named after hr. Solcroft (see paged)
Cross Street, next south of Holcroft and parallel to it. Named after 
Mr. Cross who occupied the Jas. L. Grant house, (cottage at N-J cor
ner facing Thames Street)
Cedar Street next south of Cross Street
Pine Street next south of Cedar Street
C:,I: street next south of Pine Strec. Tbis street not marked from 
the farm.

Streets on the north side of Ingersoll in North Oxford Township.
...outon Street from north townline to one block northward. 1st street east 
of Thames.
Unnamed from north townline to R.C. cemetery.
Davy Street from north townline to dead end.
Sutherland ^ve is the portion of the North town line between Thames Street 
and Pemberton Street.

Jestfield subdivision.
Jestfield subdivision , located on the west side of Jhitiig Street 

and south of Thomas Street was opened n Feb. 1958. This property of 
about 100 acres was purchased from Douglas nilson for approximately ^20,000 
by a group of Ingersoll business men known as the Ingersoll Land Co. The 
following are the names of the men who formed the company, - J.J. Chisholm, 
Frank Jitty, Sam. Wadsworth, Glen Topham, Jas. Dean, B.J. Carr, R.J. 
McNiven, kJ. Laarz, Harold Uren, Jacl Douglas. P.T. Fleischer, Glen 
.dmonc s , R.SI Foster. There were _51 lots surveyed. There is room for 
a school and park and an industrial site.

The streets are named as follows, -
Poster Crescent, after R.S. Foster, Royal Bank anager.
Wadsworth Drive, after 3am. Wadsworth, Manager of the Oxford Ret il Jair'?.
Dean Crescent, after Jas. J. Dean, industrial promoter.
ditty uve, .fter Frank Jitty, school bus operator.
Glenn ^ve. after Glen Topham, town councilman.
Fleischer ^ye., -fter P.T. Fleischer, garage owner.
Chisholm Rrive, after B.J. Chisholm, Ingersoll Optometrist.
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erf ' fw e . r s o l l 
t / tu r ly  r<tm i

By A gatha M. Shnisler
Since early tim es man has nam ed 

stree ts not only for convenience, 
bu t th a t people and events m ight 

, be recorded. And In some cases a 
, s tre e t is all th a t Is left to rem ind 

succeeding generations of a  pioneer 
who did his p a r t and passed on. 
The se ttlem en t founded by Thom as 

, Ingersoll, who came from M assa
c h u s e t t s  In 1802, was first called 

Oxford Center, bu t some years 
. la te r i t  w as given his name, while 

two s tree ts  a t  the w est end of the 
town, Thom as and Ingersoll,were 
also nam ed for him.

Such s tree ts  as Charles, Jam es 
. and F ran k  w ere called a fte r sons 
of Mr. Ingersoll. Jam es s tree t was 
th a t  p a rt of W ellington running 
between C anterbury  and King 
street. Jam es Ingersoll was the first 
w hite child born in the town. 
W hiting s tree t w as nomed for 
S arah  W hiting, Thom as Ingersoll’s 
th ird  wife. U nfortunately, the m ost 
distinguished m em ber of the family 
L aura  Ingersoll Secord, w as not 
honored by a s tre e t name. She was 
a daughter of the  firs t wife, and 
born before the family came to 
Canada, and as she m arried  young, 
perhaps her in terests were not 
closely connected w ith their new 
home. M erritt stree t com m em orates 
A nna M aria M erritt, who m arried 
Charles Ingersoll.

Benson s tre e t was for Hon. Jam es 
R ea Benson, and his son’s name 
was given to F rederick  street. The 
relationship between the M erritt 
and Ingersoll fam ilies was signified 
by Bond street.

Col. W onham  was the surveyor 
who laid out the town, and his 
name w as given to a  street, as 
were also the nam es of his children 
Frances, Ann and Albert. M elita 
s tree t com m em orates one who was 
affectionately  regarded by her 
friends m any years ago — Miss 
M elita Breakcy, A step-daughter 
of Mr. McCaughy, who was a , 
lawyer in Ingersoll. j

An old m ap shows Duke stree t 
extending from Charles s tree t to 
Ann. B ut for some reason the south 
end wa.s changed to E arl, although 
there is no record to show why it; 
was demoted in the peerage. 
Church s tree t was evidently so 
nam ed because of there being 
three churches near by — The 
Church of England was on the' 
south side of K ing s tree t; The 

, M ethodist Church, on the north 
•side; and tho P resbyterian  Church' 
■ on Charles s tree t where tho plan
ing mill is now. A short street 
running north  from Charles, just 
east of Albert, bears tho name of 
Boles, a fte r John  Boles, an  early 
m erchant In town. K ing s tree t was 
called after, tho King family who

I ovVncd th e 'm ill  which is JIOW a ir. 
Fulton's. I t  extends from the 
w estern to the eastern  limits of the 
town, but a t one tim e from Carroll 

;s trcc t east, It was called the Com
m issioners' Road.

Concession s tre e t m arks the 
fron t of th e  f irs t concession, aiid 
it was surveyed to run righ t 
through t o ’ Tham es stree t. Hall 
s tree t was nam ed a f te r  E lisha 

I Hall, who had the added distinc- 
' tion of erecting the first brick 
house in Ingersoll. H is son E lisha 
was active du ring  the Rebellion of 
1837 and was known os "Rebel 
H all”. Mrs. C. P. Hall, wife of 
ano ther son -of E lisha  H all gave 
her nam e to M artha  street. Noxon 
s tree t w as nam ed a fte r  Jam es 
Noxon, founder of the im plem ent 
works, who built the house which 
is. now the A lexandra H ospital. 
Mr. Noxon w as also m ayor of the 
town a t  one time.

Tho W ar of 1812 leaves an echo 
In H olcroft street, which was 
named for Col. H olcroft, who came 
to C anada in charge of an Im perial 
regim ent. He erected w hat is 
known as the T ucker house on 
H olcro ft stree t, w est of the railw ay 
tracks.

D ufferin  s tree t com m em orates 
I the v isit of L ord and Lady D uf
ferin to Ingersoll in 1874, previous 
to which it  had born the nam e of 
Catherine, for Mrs. C. E . C had
wick, whose husband was m ayor 
of the town.

In  the sou th-eastern  section arc 
David street, so nam ed for David 
Canfield, whose fa th e r came from 
Pennsylvania and settled near 
Centerville; C arroll and Daniel 
stree ts a f te r  D aniel Carrol), who 
was born in New York S ta te ; 
M cCarthy, a fte r  Dr. M cCarthy, a 
son-in-law  of Mr. C arroll; H arris, 
a fte r the H arris  fam ily who were 
early se ttle rs in tho d is tric t; and 
Taylor, a fte r  a Mr. T aylor who 
owned a large survey a t  one time.

John Carnegie, son of a Scottish 
laird, who cam e to C anada about 
1834, held 158 acres of land north 
of the river all of which was sub
divided for building lots. T hat 
m eant choosing m any s tree t nam es 
and the  ow ner gave a  nice’ touch 
of S cottish  w it by com bining 
fam ily nam es w ith  those of battles 
and w arriors. The s tree t on which 
the fam ily home stood, was called 

< Carnegie, and his wife, form erly 
•Isabella Thom pson of Edinburgh, 
| was rem em bered in Bell street. 
[Catherine, V ictoria, Helen, William, 
•John and George s tree ts bear the 
names of his children. The 
C rim ean and P en insu lar W ars were 
com m em orated by Alma, Inker- 
m an, and W aterloo streets, while 
the distlm ruished soldiers were 

i ememhored by Raglan, Cambridge 
and C a th ca rt streets. Union stree t 
m arks tho union of the  Carnegie 
and the C rotty properties. The 
eastern  boundary of the Carnegie 
survey was M utual street, tho line 
being fixed by tho m utual consent 
of Mr. Carnegie and Mr, Carroll.

I t will be noticed by all who pass, 
th a t way, th a t M utual s tree t docs 
not m eet Charlo;; s treet exactly a t 
Carroll s tree t, but there is a slight 
i jog, for which there is a  reason. 
' I t  seems th a t Mr. C arroll owned a 
flour mill a t w hat is now the n o rth 
w est corner of Charles and M utual 

•streets, which got a good deal of 
'th e  business passing along Charles 
street. B ut as P eter S tu a r t owned 

.a mill out on C anterbury  s tree t 
near the end of H all and Carroll 

•streets, it was feared th a t w ith the 
' laying out of M utual, the (arm ors 
i coming in from  tho no rth  w ith 
i the ir g ra in  would miss the Carroll 
mill, and proceed south  to Mr. 
S tuart's . So M utual s tre e t was 
laid slightly to the west, and the 
mill, being on the corner, got its 
share of business.

Mr. Carroll evidently w ished to 
perpetuate the nam es of three 
kings by calling three stree ts in his 
survey. Bruce, King Solomon and 
King H iram , although there is 
nothing to indicate any reason for 
his choice. He was rem inding 
future C anadians of an  early 

governor - general in' M etcalf 
stree t.

'rh a t  pa rt of Skye s tre e t ru n 
ning east of W onham, w as orig in
ally called Henry, a fte r Squire 
Crotty, hut tho nam e was la te r 
dropped and the whole s tre e t has 
continued to be called Skye. J t is a  
pity, for as H enry stree t, it com
m em orated one of the  tow n’s hon
ored pioneers. M argare t s tre e t was 
nam ed afte r his wife, M argare t 
McNab, and P ercy  street, a fte r  
one of his sons.

M cKeand and H aines s tree ts  
were named a fte r George M cK eand 
and Thom as A ugustus H aines of 
H am ilton, jo in t ow ners of a  large 
survey.

A few other s tre e t nam es are 
less easily accounted for, such as 
Ju ra  ami Skye, which w ere prob
ably given by some Scotsm an 
anxious to hear fam iliar nam es re 
minding him of home. And for the 
same reason, an Irishm an  prob- 

jobly chose Cashel and Ossian,

L o M o c fj  F f t E e  P R E S S

Fie, b j u v - y  1 * ) '*1 3 ^
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CARLY FAMILY NAMES

D u f fe r in  s t .  commemorates th e  v i s i t  o f  L ord  and  Lady D u ffe r in  to  

I n g e r s o l l  in  1^7^ ',p r e v io u s  to  w hich i t  h ad  b o rn  th e  name o f C a th e r in e , 

f o r  m rs. C .E .C hadw ick ,w hose  husband  was m ayor o f  th e  town.

In  th e  s o u th - e a s te r n  s e c t io n  a r e  D avid S t . , s o  named f o r  David C a n f ie ld , 

Whose f a t h e r  cn^e from P e n n s y lv a n ia  and s e t t l e d  n e a r  C e n te r v i l l e ;  

C a r ro l  and  D an ie l S ts .  a f t e r  D a n ie l C a r ro l ,  who was bo rn  in  N .Y .S ta te ;  

M cC arthy , a f t e r  D r.M cC arth y ,a  s o n - in - la w  o f M r .C a r r o l l ;  H a r r is  a f t e r  

th e  H a r r i s  fa m ily  who w ere e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  in  th e  d i s t r i c t ;  and  T a y lo r  

who owned a l a r g e  su rv ey  a t  one tim e .

John C a rn e g ie , son o f a S c o t t i s h  l a i r d ,w h o  came to  Canada ab o u t 

h e ld  15^ a c r e s  od la n d  n o r th o f  th e  r i v e r  a l l  o f  w hich  was su b d iv id e d  

f o r  b u i ld in g  l o t s .T h a t  m eant c h o o sin g  many s t r e e t  nam es0 The owner gave 

a n ic e  to u c h  o f S c o t t i s h  w it  by com bin ing  fa m ily  names w ith  th o s e  o f L> ' U 

b a t t l e s  and w a r r io r s .  The s t r e e t  on w hich  th e  f a n i l y  home s to o d  , was 

c a l l e d  C a rn e g ie , and h i s  w ife , fo rm e r ly  I s a b e l l a  Thomson o f E d in b u rg h , 

was rem em bered in  B e l l  S t . .  C a th e r in e ,  V ic to r i a ,  H e le n ,W ill ia m , John and  

G eorge s t s .  b e a r  th e  names o f h i s  C h ild re n . The Crim ean and  P e n in s u la r  

Wars commemorated by Alma, Inkerm an and W aterloo  s t s .  w h ile  th e  d i s t i n g u i s l  

ed s o l d i e r s  w ere rem em bered by R ag lan , C am bridgeand C a th c a r t  s t s .  

Union s t .  m arks th e  un ion  o f  c a rn e g le  and  th e  C ro t ty  p r o p e r l t i e s .  The 

e a s t e r n  boundry  o f th e  C a rn eg ie  su rv ey  was M utual s t . , th e  l i n e  b e in g  

f ix e d  by th e  m u tu a l c o n se n t o f M r.C a rn eg ie  and  Mr. C a r r o l l .

I t  w i l l  be n o t ic e d  by a l l  who p a s s  t h a t  way, t h a t  M utual s t .  does 

n o t  m ee t C h a r le s  s t .  e x a c t ly  a t  C a r r o l l  S t. b u t  th e r e  I s  a s l i g h t  jog  

f o r  w h ich  th e r e  i s  a re a s o n . I t  seems t h a t  Mr. C a r r o l l  owned a f l o u r  

m i l l  a t  what i s  now th e  n o r th w e s t  c o rn e r  o f C h a r le s  and M u tu a l, 

Which g o t a  good d e a l  o f th e  b u s in e s s  p a s s in g  a lo n g  C h a r le s  s t .  As 

P e t e r  S tu a r t  owned a m i l l  o u t on C a n te rb u ry  s t .  n e a r  th e  end o f  H a ll  and C< 

C a r r o l l  , i t  was f e a re d  t h a t  w ith  th e  l a y in g  o u t o f  M u tu a l ,th e  fa rm e rs  

com ing in  fro m ^ th e  n o r th ,  w ith  t h e i r  g r a in ,  would m iss  th e  C a r r o l l  m i l l .
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and  p ro c e e d  so u th  to  Mr. S t u a r t ' s ;  M utual s r .  was l a i d  s l i g h t l y  to  th e  

th e  w e s t, and th e  m i l l  b e in g  on th e  c o rn e r ,  g o t o t ' s sh a re  o f  th e  b u s in e s s

Mr. C a r r o n  e v id e n t ly  w ished  t o  p e r p e tu a te  th e  names o f  th r e e  k in g s  by 

by c a l l i n g  th r e e  s t r e e t s  in  h i s  su rv e y , B ruce , K ing Solomon and  K ing Hiram 

T h ere  i s  n o th in g  t o  i n d i c a t e  any re a so n  f o r  h i s  c h o ic e . He was rem in d in g  

C a n a d ia n s  o f an e a r l y  g o v e rn o r -g e n e ra l  in  M e tc a lf  s t .

T hat p a r t  o f  Skye s t .  ru n n in g  e a s t  o f  Wonham, was o r i g i n a l l y  c a l l e d  

H enry , a f t e r  S q u ire  C p o t ty ,b u t  th e  name was l a t e r  d ro p p ed  and  th e  whole 

s t .  h a s  c o n tin u e d  to  be c a l l e d  Skye. I t  i s  a  p i t y ,  f o r  a s  Henry S t. i t  

commemorated one o f th e  to w n ’ s h onou red  p io n e e r s .  M a rg a re t S t. was named s 

a f t e r  h i s  w ife , M a rg a re t M cNab,and P e rcy  s t .  a f t e r  one o f h i s  so n s . 
/ wa s

M aK eand^nam ed a f t e r  G eorge McKeand and  H aines a f t e r  Thomas A ugustu s 

H a in e s  o f  H am ilto n , J o i n t  ow ners o f a  l a r g e  su rv ey  . A few o th e r  s t r e e t  

Names a r e  l e s s  e a s i l y  a c c o u n te d  f o r , s u c h  a s  J u ra  and Skye, w hich were 

P ro  >ably g iv en  by some Scotchm an a n x io u s  to  h e a r  f a m i l i a r  names 

re m in d in g  him o f  home. And f o r  th e  same re a so n  an Ir ish m a n  p ro b a b ly  chose

C a sh e l and O ss ia n .
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Early History Of 
Ingersoll Streets

From The 
Historical 
Collection

Of 
Byron

JenveyStreet in new settlements are frequently named in honour of a prominent pioneer settler or members of his fam ily, or for some historical incident.The original Ingersoll settlement was first named 'Village of C h arles’ by Thomas Ingersoll in honor of his eldest son. But, when Charles Ingersoll r e turned from acting as an officer in the war of 1812 and 1814 he renamed the community 'Ingersoll’ in honor of his father who had- recently died.At this time, Queen St. was renamed Charles in honor of Charles Ingersoll ana the street still bears the name.Streets were also named after Charles Ingersoll’s two brothers, Frank and Jam es. Jam es St. was that part of Wellington St. that runs between King and Canterbury St.Whiting St. was named for Sarah Whiting who was 

Thomas Ingersoll’s third wife. She took possession of most of the south west part of town. 'The creek which runs through this area also bears her name.Charles Ingersoll’s wife was Anna Maria Merritt and Merritt St. com memorates her name. Bond Street signified the r e lationship between the M erritt and Ingersoll fam ilies.Benson St.'was named for Hon. Jam es Rea Benson who had a son Frederick, whose name was given to Frederick St.The surveyor who laid out the town and led the lo cal militia was a Colonel Wonham. His name was given to a street and also the names of his three children F r a n c is , Ann and Albert.Church St. was named because it ran near three churches, the Methodist church on the north side of King St., the Church of Eng land between Fran cis and

King and the Prebyterian Church on Charles St.A short street running north from Charles and east of Albert was named for John Boles who was one of the early merchants of the town.King St. is named for the King family who ran a mill on Whiting Creek. King St. had been previously called Com m issioner’s road.Concession St. is so named because it marks the end of the first concession.Elisha Hall built the first brick house in Ingersoll and owned much property a - round the street that now bears his name.Martha 'Tunis was the wife of Icahod Hall and the mother of Elisha Hall. I he •street named for her is contained by property once owned by the H alls.Noxon St. is named for Jam es Noxon who founded an implement works and built Alexandra Hospital,During the war of 1812 Colonel Holcroft came to Canada in charge of an Imperial regiment. He built the original buildings of the I ncker farm and HolcroftSt. is named for him.Dufferin St. com m em orates the visit of Lord and I .ady Duffer in in 1874.Previous to that visit the street was called Catherine St. in honor of Catherine Chadwick who was the wife of C .E . Chadwick, an early mayor of Ingersoll.
I N G e R - S i L L  V  i g - 5



VVjhqt's in a name? Plenty 
if it's an Ingersoll street

By ARMITA JANES 
Sentinel-Review Staff Writer 
What’s in a name? Not much, 

if it is the wrong name. And it’s 
sad when the error is made on a 
sign designating a street which 
was named to keep alive the 
memory pf' George Janes—a 
Sweaburg native who.had a love 
affair going wjth Ingersoll for 45 
years.

That is why Town Foreman 
Ed. Porchak will order a new 
sign to replace one now stan
ding. - ’ . ■

C. W. MacLachlan, manager" 
of, the Ingersoll Public Utilities 
Commission, brought the error 
to light. He had read a Sentinel- 
Review story Tuesday about 
proposed closing of Jane Street.

“ It should be Janes Street’’, 
he said. He remembered council 
passing the resolution to name 
the two Dyke Roads on either 
side of the causeway. One they 
named after George Janes, 
because he did so much for the 
town, MacLachlan said. “He is 
one of the people I am glad I 
knew.”

George Janes worked at the 
Ingersoll bureau of The Sentinel- 
Review for 45 years, up until his 
death at 86, on Jan. 19, 1963.< 

Six months later, Janes had a 
street named after him^-not for 
any spectacular achievement— 
but for the way he lived, loved, 
and was loved in this town.

The other Dyke road was 
named, after the town’s most - 
prominent industrialist, E. A. 
Wilson, owner of Morrow Screw 
and Nut, and the Ingersoll Tool 
Co.

Deputy Clerk Marian Knott 
confirmed that on July 15,1963 a 
bylaw was passed. It states 
that the two Dyke roads were to 
be created public highways, and 
named Janes Road and Wilson 
Street. . >• ' .

Apparently the council of that 

day foresaw the possibility of 
the final ‘s’ in Janes merging 
with the initial ‘s ’ in Street in 
verbal communication.

Janes Road has come mm 
prominence recently because of 
the proposed closing of the road 
in association with (he opening 
of the new .Pemberton Street 
bridge.
1 Town Foreman Ed. Porchak 
said the sign which reads “Jane 
St.” now standing at the corner 
of Mutual and Janes Road will 
be replaced.

When that happens, George 
Janes will have the permanent 
memorial those who knew him 
believe he deserves.

When you / ask long-time 
residents about George Janes 
you get the picture. A dedicated 
newspaper man banging out 
stories with two fingers Tn the 
Ingersoll Bureau, to mirror the 
community in which he became 
totally involved.

A great talker, as well as a 
w riter, he loved am ateur 
boxing, coins, kids, dogs and 
flowers.

Rita Love, of Wellington St., a 
neighbor, said Janes would 
“ talk by the hour” . She recalled 
him taking her daughter to the 
store to buy her chocolate- 
coated cookies. “He really loved 
kids and dogs,” she said. “Our 
spaniel was crazy.about him.”

George Janes was “ a 
character in our town” said 
Wilson McBeath, “the most 
wonderful obituary writer The 
Sentinel-Review ever had.”

Former mayor Gordon Henry 
said George Janes was at the 
bureau when he came to the 
Ingersoll Cheese Company 38 
years ago. “And as far as were 
concerned he WAS The Sentinel- 
Review.”

Janes was interested in everj 
phase of the community, and 

there were few people who did 
not know him, Henry said. “He 
was one of my best friends. 
Even before becoming involved 
in council work, I knew him in 
public school activities. He 
covered every public school 

'board meeting.” Jan^s was a 
member of the board of 
education for 13 years)

“He was a very special per
son,” said Henry, “Whenever 
you met him on the street, he 
would stop and have a chat. And 
he always had something in
teresting to talk about.”

Douglas Carr gives George 
Janes credit for organizing the 
Ingersoll Coin Club, which is 
still going, “although not quite 
as large’r as when “he used to> 
keep plugging it.”

Janes was very community- 
minded, Carr said, and “mixed 
up in a lot of things around 
town,” including the hor
ticultural society.

Janes’ obituary in The Sen
tinel-Review states that he was 
secre tary -treasurer of the 
Ingersoll North and West Oxford 
Agricultural Society for 35 
years. He also won citations for 
his gardens and flowers, it 
states.

Janes was also interested in 
amateur boxing. He used to 
coach amateur boxers, Mrs. 
Love, said, “ He was so well- 
known by everyone in town from 
his work at The Sentinel- 
Review. He was extremely fond 
of young people and children. He 
knew all the kids, and they all 
like him.”

The long-time Sentinel- 
Review staff w riter, before 
coming to Ingersoll worked as a 
reporter in Kitchener, London 
and Pterborough. He also wrote 
free-lance articles on sporting 
and hunting. Janes is buried ii 
Ingersol’ rural cemetery.

S E NJ T I KJ f  L .
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I N G E R S O L L  —  T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  a  t o w n  c a n  b e  t r a c e d  t h r o u g h  

i t s  s t r e e t  n a m e s .  I t  w a s  t h e  c u s t o m  i n  e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t s  t o  

n a m e  s t r e e t s  a f t e r  p r o m i n e n t  s e t t l e r s  o r  t o  c o m m e m o r a t e  

s o m e  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t .

T h a t  s a m e  p r a c t i c e  c o n t i n u e s  t o d a y .  A s  n e w  s u b d i v i s i o n s  

a r e  o p e n e d  u p  t o w n  o f f i c i a l s  s u g g e s t  n a m e s  f r o m  a  l i s t  o f  

p e r s o n s  w h o  h a v e  m a d e  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y .

T h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  e x a m p l e  i s  a  s u g g e s t i o n  m a d e  t o  t h e  

p l a n n i n g  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  a  s t r e e t  b e  n a m e d  a f t e r  I n g e r s o l l  

a r t i s t  H a r r y  W h i t w e l l ,  w h o s e  w o r k  p r e s e r v e s  i n  i l l u s t r a t e d  

f o r m  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  t o w n .

T h o m a s  I n g e r s o l l ,  w h e n  h e  f o u n d e d  h i s  s e t t l e m e n t ,  n a m e d  

i t  V i l l a g e  o f  C h a r l e s  a f t e r  h i s  e l d e s t  s o n .

T h e n  C h a r l e s  I n g e r s o l l ,  w h e n  h e  r e t u r n e d  h o m e  a f t e r  

s e r v i n g  a s  a n  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  w a r  o f  1 8 1 2 ,  r e - n a m e d  t h e  c o m 

m u n i t y  I n g e r s o l l  t o  h o n o r  h i s  f a t h e r  w h o  h a d  r e c e n t l y  d i e d .

Q u e e n  S t r e e t  w a s  r e n a m e d  C h a r l e s  S t r e e t  t o  h o n o r  C h a r l e s  

I n g e r s o l l .

W h i t i n g  S t r e e t  w a s  n a m e d  a f t e r  S a r a h  W h i t i n g ,  t h e  t h i r d  

w i f e  o f  T h o m a s  I n g e r s o l l .  T h e  c r e e k  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  a r e a  

a l s o  b e a r s  h e r  n a m e .

M e r r i t t  S t r e e t  i s  n a m e d  a f t e r  A n n a  M a r i a  M e r r i t t  w h o  

m a r r i e d  C h a r l e s  I n g e r s o l l .  A n d  B o n d  S t r e e t  s i g n i f i e d  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  M e r r i t t  a n d  I n g e r s o l l  f a m i l i e s .

B e n s o n  S t r e e t  w a s  n a m e d  a f t e r  H o n .  J a m e s  R e a  B e n s o n ,  

a n d  F r e d e r i c k  S t r e e t  w a s  n a m e d  a f t e r  h i s  s o n .

W o n h a m  S t r e e t  w a s  n a m e d  a f t e r  C o l o n e l  W o n h a m ,  l e a d e r  

o f  t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t i a .  F r a n c i s ,  A n n  a n d  A l b e r t  S t r e e t s  w e r e  

n a m e d  a f t e r  t h e  c o l o n e l ’ s  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n .

C h u r c h  S t r e e t  w a s  s o  n a m e d  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  

M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h ,  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  a n d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

C h u r c h .

B o l e s  S t r e e t  w a s  n a m e d  a f t e r  a n  e a r l y  t o w n  m e r c h a n t ,  J o h n  

B o l e s .
K i n g  S t r e e t  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  c a l l e d  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  R o a d .  I t  

w a s  r e - n a m e d  t o  h o n o r  t h e  K i n g  f a m i l y  w h o  o p e r a t e d  a  m i l l  o n  

W h i t i n g  C r e e k .

C o n c e s s i o n  S t r e e t  m a r k e d  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c o n c e s s i o n .

E l i s h a  H a l l  b u i l t  t h e  f i r s t  b r i c k  h o u s e  i n  I n g e r s o l l  f r o m  c l a y  

o n  h i s  f a r m  l o c a t e d  a r o u n d  t h e  s t r e e t  n o w  b e a r i n g  h i s  n a m e .

H a l l ’ s  h o u s e ,  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g  a t  1 7 0  K i n g  S t . ,  w a s  b o u g h t  b y  

J . W .  F e r g u s o n ,  a  c a t t l e  b r e e d e r ,  i n  1 9 3 9 .  I n  1 9 6 3  F e r g u s o n  s o l d  

t h e  l a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  i t  w h i c h  b e c a m e  t h e  p r e s e n t  P r i n c e s s  

P a r k  s u b d i v i s i o n .  F e r g u s o n ’ s  w i d o w  s t i l l  l i v e s  i n  t h e  h o u s e  

d e p i c t e d  i n  t h e  a b o v e  s k e t c h  b y  H a r r y  W h i t w e l l .

T u n i s  S t r e e t  i s  n a m e d  a f t e r  E l i s h a  H a l l ' s  m o t h e r ,  t h e  f o r 

m e r  M a r t h a  T u n i s .



Clark Rd. 
renamed
The stretch of Clark Road in

tersecting Ingersoll St. to the town’s 
western boundary has been renam
ed.

Council approved the change last 
week, and the thoroughfare will now 
be known as Thompson Road.

Council will ask South-West Ox
ford Township to use the same name 
for the part of the road that runs 
through its boundaries.

I
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Street names 
honor founder’s 
family

Where do street names come from?
Here are just a few of the street names in 

town, and how the streets came to possess 
those names

Charles Street is named after Charles 
Ingersoll.

Whiting Street was named after Sarah 
Whiting, who was Thomas Ingersoll s third 
wife

Noxon Street is named after James Noxon 
who founded an implement works, which 
closed shortly after World War I. Mr. 
Noxon's home was also the first Alexandra 
Hospital.

Elisha Hall built the first brick house in 
Ingersoll and owned much of the property 
around the street now called Hall Street.

Colonel Wonham. a surveyor who laid out 
the town, had his name given to a street. 
Wonham Street Streets were also named 
after three of his children. Francis, Ann and 
Albert

Martha Tunis, the wife of Icabod Hall and 
the mother of Elisha Hall, saw Martha 
Street named after her. The Hall family 
once owned the land Martha Street is now 
situated on.

Merril Street commemorates Charles 
Ingersoll’s wife. Anna Maria Merritt Bond 
Street was named so to signify the 
relationship between the M erritt and Inger
soll families.

Holcroft Street is named for Colonel 
Holcroft who came to Canada during the 
War of 1812 and was in charge of an Imperial 
regiment

Dufferin Street commemorates the visit of 
lo rd  and l,ady Dufferin in 1874. Prior to that 
visit, the street was called Catherine Street 
in honor of Catherine Chadwick, who was 
the wife of C.E. Chadwick, an early mayor 
of Ingersoll.

Church Street was named so because it 
ran near three churches, the Methodist, 
Anglican and Presbyterian.

Harris Street was named after J.H. 
Harris, an early and prestigious cheese
maker.

Town gained 

cement sidewalks 

in 1891

In the early pari of the IlJOe. F.W. Walers opened Ingersoll's first jewellery store on Ihe main street. In the photo from left to right are: F.W . Walers, Hubert Hut, 
Florence Spencer (nee: W afers), Richard Rogerson and Frank Dundas. (Photo courtesy the Waters fam ily)

1852 marked the year Ingersoll had its 
first village council.

F ifty-five miles of sidewalk was poured in 
town in 1891. The new sidewalks, made of 
stone, gravel and cement, were the first of 
their kind in Canada and was sim ilar to 
those found in England.

Ingersoll’s first blacksmith shop came 
into being in 1802. It was owned and 
operated by John Uren.

Stillwell Samuel Smith was the first to 
open an Inn in town.

October 24, 1874 was the date of the first 
fair held in Ingersoll. It was held at the river 
flats between North Wonham and McKeand 
Streets.

James Ingersoll was the first white child 
born in Ingersoll. He was born in 1801.

The first gas produced in Ingersoll was at 
the Noxon Factory in 1872.

Bill Burnett 
F.I.I.C.

Duncan Craigie 
A.I.I.C.

§0 YEARS OF SERVICE!
THAT'S OUR TRADITION

WE’RE PEOPLE
HELPING PEOPLE
THAT'S OUR PROMISE OF SERVICE
PERSONAL ATTENTION COMES FIRST

When you come in as a customer, you become our friend. And 
we’ll treat you like a friend, with an array of services designed to 
make your insurance problems easier. We’ll set you up with your 
personal broker - a financial advisor who can help you decide on 
an insurance plan that’s right for you. We can offer you savings 
and monthly chequing accounts, individual retirement plans - just 
ask your personal broker.

Ron Kulchyski Tom McFarlan

But our friendly service doesn’t stop there - We can help you out 
with a wide variety of life and mortgage insurance programs that 
.can meet any budget. We can assist you with all your insurance 
m atter. We’re in the People Business, and we’d like to serve you.

Marg Bryce John McFarlan
INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.

Lois Ollson Mary Bilyea

There’s More To Insurance 
Than Just a Policy

162 Dundas Street 38 King Street. E.,
Thamesford Ingersoll
285-3710 485-2260



Many streets named after 
Ingersoll’s early settlers
By J.C. HERBERT

The south west corner of present 
day Ingersoll was not subdivided un
til the second half of the nineteenth 
century. The development of Inger
soll was slow until the coming of the 
railway in 1852, the year Ingersoll 
was incorporated as a village. The 
population was only about 1,000 at 
that time.

Most of the land west of Thames 
Street and south of the river, was 
owned by Messers. Merritt, Bond, 
Benson and the Ingersoll brothers, 
and . it was only after 1850 that 
development took place. This is 
partly the reason larger homes were 
built on Oxford, King St. W., Albert 
and other streets in this part of town.

W.H. Merritt built a flour mill and 
this later grew into a profitable ex
port trade.

Charles Ingersoll’s second wife 
was the Merritt’s daughter. Merritt, 
Bond and Benson Streets were nam
ed after these families. Frederick 
Street was named after the Benson’s 
son.

Colonel Wonham, a surveyor, laid 
out much of present day Ingersoll. 
His three children were Francis, 
Ann and Albert and so we have four 
streets named after the Wonham 
family.

Col. W. Holcroft, a British officer 
in charge of an Imperial regiment, 
lived in Ingersoll for some time. He 
occupied a house on the site of the 
present golf course. Prior to that, 
the Tucker family lived here and 
their house was replaced by the pre
sent club house.

The two colonels were frequently 
mentioned with the Oxford militia 
and Holcroft and Wonham Streets 
are named after them.

Another street in this area where 
residential development is now in 
progress, is Melita Street. This 
street was named after a well liked 
citizen, Melita Breakley, a step
daughter of a respected lawyer 
James McCaughty who was mayor 
of Ingersoll in 1870 and 1871.

Noxon Street is named after 
James Noxon who started a farm 
implement factory in Ingersoll, 
which was carried on under the Nox
on name in 1914. His first home was 
on the site of the present Alexandra 
Hospital.

He later sold this house to Dr. J.A. 
McKay, who established a medical 
practice there.

In 1909 it was sold to the town for a 
hospital.

Dufferin Street commemorates 
the visit of Governor General Lord 
Dufferin and Lady Dufferin in 1874. 
This street was originally known as 
Catherine Street, after the wife of 
C.E. Chadwick, mayor of Ingersoll 
in 1878 and 1879. Chadwick was ac
tive in the formation of the Canadian 
Dairyman’s Association in 1867. A 
plaque by the post office com
memorates this occasion.

Boles Street was named after a 
prominent Ingersoll family active in 
the business and political life in the 
latter half of the century. J.P. Boles 
was mayor of Ingersbll in 1905 and 
1906 and lived in the house on 
Charles Street presently occupied as 
a doctor and dentist office.

William and John Carnegie came 
to Canada about 1834 and settled 
north of the river between Bell and 
Victoria Streets. When the Great 
Western railway passed through In
gersoll in 1853, there was a rapid 
growth in the area north of the river.

John Carnegie subdivided most of 
his land and chose family names for 
the streets. Carnegie Street is nam
ed after the family, Bell Street after 
his wife Isabella, usually called Bell. 
His six children’s names were 
William, John, George, Helen, Vic
toria and Catherine, and streets 
have been named after each one of 
them.

We also have a William Street 
named after his brother. In addition 
to this, he also named Alma, Inker

man and Waterloo to commemorate 
. battles of the Crimean War.

Raglan, Cambridge and Cathcart 
were named after three distinguish
ed soldiers of that war.

A neighbor of the Carnegies was 
Henry Crotty and his family, who 
came from Ireland about 1831. Crot
ty had Henry Street named after 
him but this has since been changed 
to Skye Street. His wife’s name was 
Margaret and we still have a 
Margaret Street north of the river.

According to Harry Whitwell’s ac
count of the Crotty family, they had 
13 children. No street appears to be 
named after any of them.

The Carroll family also had land in 
the northeast section of the town, ad
jacent to the Carnbgie property. Ap
parently a dispute arose as to the 
line between the property of these 
two neighbors. The judge at the time 
gave them some little time to settle 
this dispute, otherwise he would give 
his decision. Both fearing that they 
might be the loser, mutually agreed 
on the boundary line and this street 
became Mutual Street, known to this 
day by the name of Mutual Street.

Such street names as Haines, 
M cKeand, M cC arthy, H arris , 
Taylor and others, are people who 
owned land or subdivided their pro
perty. In more recent times, more 
vacant land is being subdivided for 
building lots. One of the earliest of 
these was the Westfield subdivision. 
A number of businessmen purchas
ed this property for residential 
development. A number of streets 
were named after some of them and 
in this section of the town we have 
Chisholm, Dean, Wadsworth, Glenn, 
Fleischer and Witty Streets.

More and more we are celebrating 
our heritage by special events and 
perhaps the names of our streets will 
remind us of those who have made 

< such a great contribution to the 
' growth and development of Inger- 
' soil.



WHERE THE FRENCH CROSSED AN INDIAN TRAIL
ie corner of King and 
imes streets, was once the 
>ssroads in Uper Canada be- 
een the Niagara front!}’ and 
troit. It is a bi-secti nopf the t

east and west “Old Stage Road” 
and/be north and south Lake 
Erie and Lake Huron indian

troops of Cadillac (1701) between 
Quebec and Detroi tto keep open 
the lins of communications dur

dispatches. In the background to J 
-^the right is the location of the ’( 

old Niagara District Savings J? 
Bank. Ingersoll’s first bank.

' (Staff Photo)
made two trips pe rseason, on

ablazed trail used bp the French horseback, with mail and army
trail. The old stage road was

ig and Thames Corner
Sub of Oxford County

, ,I Horner. It is lor this reason that
By STANLEY J. SMITH ; family. The Gobles, Jacob, John, /iMessers Ineersoll ana ...»—

. :ng and Thames streets, the, 
-,-roads of Upper Canada, in’ 
. was the hub around which

John Jr., Henry, Benjamin Robert 
and Ezra were of Hessian extrac
tion and Jacob was one of George 
Hird’s mercenary troops of 1777,

Yu °0UY y  U- W i!h in  and a Free Communion Baptist
thousand yards of the taseet.on I i s t  t 0  O x rOrd c o u n t y . U n f o r .located the entire merchantlie . . , t  tunindustry of the county. There innately, for historians the early 

• no saw or grist mill nearer ■ b l s t o r X ° f  O ? t o rd  , s  °b s c u r a d  b? 
a the Indian mill at B r a n t 's ^ ™  d l r e c t o r l e s  .a " d  
। ' that have appeared from time to

_ _________ ivaoun lucil 
.Messers Ingersoll and Horner were 
I not given a township each as Mr. 
| Shenston claims they were en
titled to for services rendered. 
Shenston writes "On the 22nd day 
of March, 1798, Mr. Horner was 
appointed captain of the Norfolk 

| militia and on the 16th day of 
June tone t-- —- • • - -

Some of Ingersoll’s first families) 
fought for the rights of responsible] 
government. Naturally, Oxfoid vil 
lage, being the most important vil
lage between York and Detroit fell 
the impact of the “Family Com
pact” more severe than other i| 
places. This must be mentioned to 
show why Oxford village only had 
a population of eleven hundred and 

.ninety souls, in 1852, after being) 
i in existence for 55 years. It is 
' this. When Thomas Ingersoll did 
not receive a township, but. only 
400 acres instead, he left Oxford, 
in 1804, and bought a scow to 
operate as a ferry at the mouth

n 1798, one had to travel to 
ner’s mill for sawn lumber.

is mill was located on Smith’s 
ek. near present day Princeton, 
ar the same site, Thomas Hor- 
• built a grist mill, in 1802. This 
11 was operated by Jacob Goble, 
on Mr. Horner's behalf until 
>5. The millsite burst and the 
11 was closed. Mr. Goble then 
:tled in Oxford village. 1806 and 
crated a mill for James Bur- 
•k, lot 15, or, the broken front, 
st Oxford township, (Center- 

de). Mr. Goble lived in a log 
>u~ Charles street, east, then 
n’\ trail from mill to Oxford- 
poh rhe-Tnames, “Goble’s Cor
er” about two miles west of 
’rinceton was named after th’.s

time. Each one plagiarized from! 
Shenston’s “Gazeteer of Oxford ■ 
county.” Mr. Shenston got his his-| 
torical information from James 
A. Ingersoll, Registrar, who occu
pied the next office to Mr. Shen
ston. For this reason, the exploits 
of the Ingersoll family have been

' highly colored from the Ingersoll i 
i family viewpoint.
i The first Thomas Ingersoll was: 
not a United Empire Loyalist nor, 
were his 35 or 40 Free Communion , 
Baptists United Empire Loyalists.; 
They were a sect of people who 1 
agreed to come into Oxford county, 
sign an oath of allegiance to the 
Crown and they would be given 
200 acres cf land. Many of them 
fought on the side of the Ameri
cans during the revolution, includ-

I ing Thomas In"er<so j and Thoma-

_____ _ xvui udy UI 
June, 180G, he was appointed Dep- 
.uty-Lieut (Colonel) of the county 
>f Oxford; yet in the commence- 
nent of the war of 1812 he was 
epresented to Gen. Brock as a 
>erson not to be trusted, nor very 
)yal and Ensign H. Bostwick, 
N o rfo lk , was appointed Lieut- 
olonel over the Oxford militia.”

'of the Credit river (Port Credit I- 
today). When the war of 1812 was > 
declared, his sons, Charles and ; 
Thomas, Jr., were at Niagara and ( 
they sojourned to York to offer j 
their services to Sir Issac Brock, 4 
president of the council. Upon the । 
recommendation of W. H. Merritt, I



Ingersoll’s history 
found in street signs
By HILARY IB80TS0M
il  Thi Uitlail-Rirk w _______________ _

S  INGERSOLL ~  When people 
look at the history’of a town they 
often look at.significant buildings, 
prominent families and' recorded 
events! ' b  ” !...

But street names dan also offer 
an important link to the past and 

* that is certainly true in Ingersoll, 
■ where several nam^s can be linked 

x  to th^’family^bf5 village founder 
ThomasTrfgersolFahd other promi- 

C \ p  nent citlzbiS."^ :• ’ '•
Forexample,-Charles Street is 

_ named after Charjes Ingersoll, el- 
V iJ  dest son of Thomas Ingerspllj 

while Whiting. Street is named af,. 
I ter Sarah Whiting, Thomas Inger- 
\  soli’s third wife. -. • . <  .

MerritL Street 'is named alter 
>  Anna Maria' ^Iettjtt,'who. m arried 

Charles Ingersoll; V- .;
Other streets iptpwn were like- 

K wise named after prominent busi
nessmen and land owners.

Boles Street was named after an 
early town merchant named John 
Boles, while Hall Street was 
named in honor of Elisha Hall, 
whose farm was located in the
area.

Even in present times, streets 
continue to be named after promi
nent people.

Moulton Court is named after the 
Moulton family, who owned Jand in 
the area for many years, says town ■ 
clerk-administrator Ted Hunt. 
Marshall Court is named ' after 
Warwick .Marshall, who was town 
solicitor for a number of years.,

Streets in other areas of town are 
named with a certain theme in 
mind. A subdivision which lies off 
Whiting Street and Holcroft Street 
includes Larch Place, Hemlock 
Road, Alder Road, Magnolia Place 
and Tamarack Place, while a sub
division off Clark Road and Well
ington Street features Cedar 
Street, Elm Street, Pine Street and 
Pine Crescent.

Today a subdivision co-ordinat
ing commitee composed of two. 
councillors, an Ingersoll Public 
Utility Commission representa
tive, town engineer Eric Booth, 
chief building official Don John
son, Hunt, and a representative 
from the Oxford County planning 
department decide what names 
will be given to streets in new de
velopments. ’ '

“ The developer sometimes will 
submit names .to the subdivision 
co-ordinating. committee and 
sometimes - J h e . committee will 
come up with; a  list of names,” 
Hunt says.

But gone'are the days when dif
ferent-streets were giyep almost 
the. exact same name, such as Ox
ford Avenue, Oxford Street and 
Oxford Lane; Wellington Avenue 
gnd Wellington Street; and Duke 
Lane and Duke Street.

;“ We try not to get into that dupli
cation because it causes problems,- 

especially with emergency serv
ices,” says Hunt. “ If someone just 
says Oxford then they can’t be sure 
which street it really is and that 
can cause problems.” .. . r -

Those similar names already in 
.place will remain because it the 
process for changing street names 

I s  too involved, Hunt says. "We’ve 
really given no thought to chang
ing street names because it would 
m ^antthat people wppld .havfc. to 
change their deeds, their , a d 
dresses and all their identification. 
It’s just too costly and I think thieir 

;would be quite an'outcry if we tried 
to do that.?’; , • ।

So Ingersoll residents will con
tinue'to make do with the street 
names they, have, some of whi^h 
represent a'piece of the town’s his
tory and some, such as Church 
Street and Cemetery Lane, that 
simply point the way to a certain 
partoftown.
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