The New Tillsonburg Library:
A Scrapbook History
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©wye yuil U T@IRINY INE OINET gay apout a new
library for Tillsonburg. It seems to be a popular

subject lately. Actually we sort of got hooked into
the conversation by our good friend Joe Doaks.
“’Looks like the new library won't be built,”” Joe

"wéll. some councillors don’t seem overly
- enthused,”” we admit. ‘'But who needs it anyway.
- We already have a library.”

“But the roof leaks, the plumbing is shot, the

lighting is inadequate and the heating system is
beyond recall,”” he reminds us.

"It's nothing that 40 or 50 grand wouldn’t patch
up, so that it would be almost liveable, which
would save the taxpayers a pile of money.” We
thought we had him then.

““Two things are wrong with your argument,”

Joe says, very patient. “‘In the first place, all that

patching wouldn’t add one foot of badly needed
space, and in the second, it wouldn’t save any
money. And besides, the interlor Is badly designed
when it comes down to the business of being an
information centre, which is what a library
essentially is.””

We begin to get interested, but not convinced.
""How do you mean It wouldn’t save money?’’

“’Councillor Armstrong and members of the
library board have been doing a lot of research on
this project for the past three or four years.
During that period, council had agreed that a
library was needed and set up a fund, putting
away $8,500 a year.

Now, the library board, with the blessing of the
present council has succeeded in getting approval
for a $70,000 winter works grant to pay for labor on
the building. This, along with other grants, plus
the capital building fund, would make it possible °
to finance a new library for around $9,000 a year,
or about $500 more than we are now paying into
the fund. Divide that among the taxpayers and
they couldn‘t buy a package of peanuts with it.””

*But $500 is $500 no matter how you slice it,” we

persist. “And Reeve Honsberger says he needs -
. the money to build streets and roads.” ;
We had Joe there, as he had to admit. "'Yeah, |
guess that's right. You could probably pave ::

Tillson Ave. for $500 and have enough left over to
fill a few potholes. But isn't a good library worfh =
20 cents a year to you?”’

It did sound like a good deal when he put It that =
way, but we still wondered what all the rush was
about. et

““Because, If they don’t get off their duffs and
build it next winter, the winter works grant will =~
likely go up the flue, to say nothing of the rising
costs of bullding,” Joe ¢linches. “/And $70,000 is
not to be sneezed at.” -

It does sound like good business to spend a
little to gain a lot, and anyway, it's pretty small :
when you compare it with the cost of core
redevelopment, which nobody seems to be ob-
jecting to.”

““Maybe Multi-Malls would agree to letting us
have some space for a library. It would be an
added attraction for shoppers,”” Joe mused. .

"“That doesn’t seem like a very good solution. It
might be better If people would tell councll how =
they feel.” .~

"Wouldn’t do any harm,”” Joe agrees. "'After i
all.dihere are a surprising lot of folks who si'lll
read.”

"“Why did Reeve Honsberger buck the motion h :

close part of Washington Grand Ave.?”

| "He sald It was premature,‘as they hadn’t
‘decided yet whether to bulld a library or not.”’

~ "Was that the real reason do you think?”
1";1 don’t Imow Mlylu he doesn’t want a
library.”. SR,
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