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W \en, Thonias Ingersoll and his,
“arrived at Oxford-on-
“Thaoones in 1793, he found al-
mest unbroken forest with the
of some squatters who
£ teded him, They were the Car-
rdly, néar the present site of
{‘zechuaile. another family of, Car-
efis neevs Ingersoll, the. Lefaves:
& Tneevs’ord and others.
Angres b at once allocated land
+eh, #lawers, on the trail now
wezonad the Hamilton Road and |
“.:;c»':;‘ 2zd ts improve road from
tneeosadl to Beachville so the first
eéwnunitly  stretehed along  this
u\dﬁlﬁgc road for five or six miles.
bl is now known as Beachville,
ook reville and Ingersoll was the
.avwnal Thomas Ingersoll settle-
soanaitt, -
fithough settlement was begun .
:viihis section as early as 1793
e is no knowledge of any re-.
Wgus services being held until
t% 1. In that year on the first day -
& August, the [irst service was:
spensored by the Methodist Epis-
«2pal Church and the minister was
ore 0f the old timne saddle-bag mis-
saries, the Rev, Nathan Bangs,
“ dlaking u journey from the Ni-
. &4wa frontier over the ancient
through Ancaster and Bur-
Mt*Bangs rode into the. set- |
} nt of Oxford. Many of the )
18 who came with Thomas - . R .
{ ol were former members of I Auet Peo o
+he dlethodist Episcopal church
nd they welcomed Mr, Bangs and
. aided him in the formation of the
first religious congregation. This
! began the history of the Methodist
Crureh in this community. i
I'ie Reverend Bangs stayed in
COxfoed nine days and then pro-
cceeded westward, From this time
on to aboul 1812 the Mathodist S
" Episcopal congrezation was kopt T
together, for their religious servi- ENTINEL REVMEW
~s by fheir own leaders and were
ited from time to time by MMr,
as and other haveliing minis-
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As nearly all of these preachers

came f{rom {he United States, in
1812 they were looked upon with
suspicion as enemies and ordered |
to leave the country. Local teach-,
ers then carried on. A Mr. Bur-)
dich became a travelling preacher
and his territory extended to Long |
Point.
Up to 1820 there had been no par-
tecular place of. worship in the:
whole community except the old
log school that stood on the pres-
ent Mermorial School ;zrounds or in;
a house. Later in that year lhei
Pipins, Galloways, Burdichs and\
many others erected a log building|
for church services, near or-on'
the present site of the West Ox-|
ford church, In 1823, the West
Oxford church was” fransferred
from the Galloway property to
the trustees of the Methodist
Jopiscopal church, Poel Pipin, Rob-
ert Corsari, Jacob Wood of the
lownship of Oxford and Isaac Bur-.
dich and Thomas Wait - of the
fownship of Zorra, for a consider-
ation of five pounds. The deedf for,
thid transfér was sworn to hy!
Comfort Sage and Stepin Tuple:
and signed by Thomas Jdlorner,!
regisirar. Thus the West Oxford.
church was the fivst church home'
in the original Ingersoll scttle-|
ment.,

§
I'rom 1823 to about 1840-50 the!

religious advantages of Ingersoll;
were limited and centred - around
the West Oxford church on the’
local school house but the variousi
branches of the Methodist church®
wera more organized and the visits
of the travelling preachers more
frequent, so that marriages and
baptismal ceremonies were more
certain, The village did not pos-
soss a church in 1828 and there
“were no ministers of any denomin-
ation regularly stationed here. The
Methodist . travelling preachers
came around on their circuit once
in {wo or three weeks, on horse
back with saddle bags across the
saddle, Generally they rode around
to the different families notifying
them of the service in the school
. house and they always had a pack-
ted housc, 7
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From 1840-1855 there was a
rapid expansion in industry, trade
‘and population and a correspond-
'ing - expansion in church building
among the various denominations.
Many of these old churches are
gone but among the different
. branches of the Methodist church
which have united from time to
time, . until recently the last union
.formed the present United Church
“of Canada, there are several which
‘are remembered by the older citi-
zens. oAl i

"The Bible Christian Church was'
Ia rather’ imposing ‘structure for
ithose days and was situated on
;}Oxford street on the vacant lot
west of Victoria Mmeorial school.:
This building was removed to King"
'street west where it still stands
and is used as a. dwelling and a
place of business. The John street
church, ‘after being abandoned for
‘church purposes was used as. a.
! ward school for many years and is
E‘still standing on its former loca-
{ tion. Ingersoll once had a colored
{ population sufficiently .strong to
‘support a church situated on Cath-
Larine street, near the creck that’
‘runs ‘through part of Mr. Lucas”
‘property. This church was called

the British Methodist Xpiscopal
church. ; ;

The old Charles street church
. which stood where the:armory is, -
; is within the memory of most peo- |
ple in town.
With no many brancl.es of the
~Methodist church in the early days!
$itua‘ed in town it necessarily fol- |

lows that many very distinguished \

Canadians of thot faith have at'
various times heen located here.
Rev. John Kay twice stationed’
at Tngersoll, was born in Napa-
nee, Ont,, in 1838, His father died |

when ke was 14, yet he porsevered !

in studies and work, helping his
family end made such pcrogress
that he was received into the 1nin-
istry in 1862.

Rev. rardly Xoyle born at Cen- \
tralia, became a minister in 1878 f
and was stationed at Ingersoll. "

| He was gifted with wonderiul or- ¢
atorical power and became an out-
| standing exponent of his chosen“

profession,

TeaniTy

D., born in 1845 at Duart, Kent
county, attended Chahtain hi;;h'
school and Victoria University, be- !
came mathematical master of Ing- |
ersoll high school which position |
he resigned to study theology. He}
was stationed in many cities and |
towns throughovt Ontario. |

Rev., John Laycock, born at m- :
bro in 1848, joined the Methodist !
‘Episcopal church at the age ol 21, |
rordained in 1873 served Ingersoll
sand many other charges and held
“important offices n the Niagara
Conference,

Rev, Edward Dewart,/ born in
County Cavan, Ircland, in 1828,
|came to Canada at the age of six,\
| became a school tacher in 1847, or-
{dained in  Weslyan Methodist’
lchurch in 1851. Strationcd ia In-'
gersoll in 1867 to 1869, when he®
was elected editor of the Christian
Guardian which post he held over

“121hyears., While at Ingersoll, Mr,

Dewart published a volume of po-;
ems-“The Songs of Life" descrip-,
tive of the joys, sorrows, hard-:
ships and splendid courage of the!
pioneers of Western Ontario.

‘The Rev. Solomon Peter Ilale,
pastor of the congregation of the
{B.M.E. church in Ingersoll. e,
‘worked hard among his flock an(li
(was a goud citizen, He loved to as-:
"tonish his congregation with the |
~use of big words which, when in-!
vestigated by skeptical members !
of his audicnce, were usually |
found to convey the idea intended. f
He lived in poverty and died in}
poverty but he was a hero and a
good man.

The present minister, Rev.!
"Charles . D. Daniel came to the
church in 1938. During the war, !
while  the - minister was chaplain
'overscas,_ Rev. Harold Parr-was:
minister. " !
{ " Of late years, a nW memorial
‘organ has been irstalled, with
iy g, WhiCs naat Sut every Sun-
Nxflnver the country side~ A new:
Pwating system was installed and
Yeesthe chureh and the Sunday.
Y.\ phave been redecorated.

Rev. D. C. McIntyre, M.A., Ph.|
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CEDICATED AT INGERSOLL— Dedication of this
2120,000 new Christian Educaticn wing marked
n historic mement at Trinity United Church, In-
aersell, vesterday. The Rt. Rev. Angus J. Mac-
Queen, Lenden, mederater of the United Church

of Canado, officiated ot the ceremony. Two ficors
in the modern additicn include a beord roem,
minister’s study, ledies’ parlcr, banquet room and
kitchen. Constructicn began @ ysor cgo.
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SERVICE IN CHAPEL—The eventful day ot Trinity
Church also included dedication of @ new chopel
{gi-ove) ond rededicaticn of the church’s redecor-
ated sanctuary and vestibule. The new chapel,
Fuilt in the former Sunday schocl rooms, sects

about 100 and will be used for weddings and cther

special services. Furnishings, donated as memer-|

ials, were dedicated by the Rev. Duncon M. Guest,
president of the London Conference of the United
Church. (Photes by Lengfield).
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Additibns |
To Church
Dedicated

INGERSOLL, Nov. 29 — Over-
flowing congregations at Trinity
United  Church here  yesterday'
joined in the dedication of the
church's new chapel,  Christian
Education wing and renovated
narthex and sanctuavy,

A sermon of dedication  was
given to the allernoon congrega-
tion by the Rt. Rev. Angus J.
MacQueen, London, moderator of
the United Church of Canada.

Functlons of Church

The functions of the chuvch, Dr.
MacQueen told the congregation,
include the worship of Almighty
God, preaching of the gospel of
!Christ, the promotion of brother-
‘hood and fellowship in the world
rand the building of moral char-
acter,

Increased Facilities

The moderalor officiated al the
dedication of the new  Trinity
church  chapel, created in  the;
former Sunday school rooms, and
its  §120,000 Christian  Educalion
wing which encompasses a ladies’
parlor and hoard room, minisier's
~rady; banquet - room &nd kitchen.

The ceremonial presenfation of
the key to the new rooms was
performed by Alex Morton, Lon-
don, representing the archilect,
|Harold L. Hicks; Gordon C. Mec-
Leod, contraclor; 1. A. Westcolt,
chairman of the building commit-
tee, the Rev. W, J. Maines, Em-
bro. chaitman of the Oxford
Presbytery, and the Rev. Ralph
King, pastor of Trinity Church.

! Bring Greelings

Mr. Maines brought the greef-
ings of the Oxford Presbytery and
the Rev. Dilwin T. Evans spoke|
for the Ingersoll Ministerial As-

sociation, 1

A representative procession ol
varions church, Sunday school and |
mid - week  oraanizations moved|
from the churci (o the new chapel
ffor its dedication, J. H. IHuns
Iberger, clerk of session, read the
ilist of ¢ifts and memorials which
I'furnished the chapel. :
| At a special morning scrvivr,t
‘the Rev.  Duncan Guest, Cen-
Itralia, president of the London|
'Conference of United Churches. !
officiated at the rededication of

the church’s rn(lecoralorl':ﬁﬂju.i

avy and nariheXaoa.-...—
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TRINITY UNITED CHURCH.
imcated at King Street and
Church Street in Ingersoll. will

have a special 170th anniversary

service on Oct. 27 beginning at
11 a.m. While the present church
was built in 1865, a minister.
Rev. Nathan Bangs. started the

first organized congregation in
Ingersoll in 1804. Rev. Stanford
(". Lucvk. a former minister of
Trinity United from 1964 to 68,

will be the special guest at the
service. A pot.Juck sandwich
lunch is planned®after ‘the .ser-
vice. (Staff photo) ™
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Music from the voices of two
choirs, a former minister as the
guest preacher. and a pot luck
sandwich lunch will be just a few
of the items to mark the 170th
anniversary celebrations of
Trinity United Church in
Ingersoll on Oct. 27.

Rev. Stanford C. Lucvk. who
served in Ingersoll [rom 1964

until 1968, will be in attendance
on Og¢t. 28 to share in the
celebrations at Trinity United.

Rev. J. Robert Williams, the
present minister, said Wed-
nesday that the church has. a
long hisforv. An Ingersoll man.
now a student at the University
of Western Ontario. Doug
Flanders. has written a history
of the church as a project for the
50th anniversary of the United
Church in Canada to be held in
June, 1975 '

Mr. Williams explained that
the first organized congregation
of what is now the United
Church began in 1804 when a
Rev. Nathan Bangs started

organized worship in Ingersoll.

Mr. Williams said that Mr.—
Bangs had been in Ingersoll as
early as 1801 but it was not until
four years later that a
congregalion was organized.
SADDLE BAGGER

Mr. Bangs, who was one of a
group called *saddie baggers’ or
travelling preachers. kept in
touch with the Ingersoll
congregation until the war of
1812 when he relurned to his
homeland in the United States.

In 1823 the [irst log church for
the congregation was built in
West Oxford but it was not until
1841 that services were held in a
building in Ingersoil. at this time

a log schoolhouse.

The present church. said Mr.
Williams, located at Church
Street and King Street, was built

in 1865 and enlarged in 1911 to

include a Sunday school hall.

Mr. Williams said that up until
1925 the church was known as
the King Street DMethodist
Church, but when the United
Church of Canada was formed in
1925, the name was changed to
Trinily United Church.

In 1958 the Alma Street
Foxtension Hall was built for
Sunday school classes and in
1962 all of the women’s groups in
the church were organized into
the United Church Women.

H,}k '\\\\\| Vi \

Robert Williams .
.. Trinity minister
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lew minister arrives

at Trinity United Church

) REV. CARMAN HHOLBROUGH B.A., B.D.
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With the arrival of the
new year has come the
arrival of a new minister at

Trinity United Church.-

Rev. Carmen “Holbrough,
B.A., B.D,, took charge of
the church last -Sunday
morning, replacing Rev.
Robert Williams.

The church’s pastoral
relations committee took
on the task of finding a new
minister for the church last
April. With the assistance
of the Rev. Mary Mclnally
and the Rev. August
Meacham, the committee
travelled from Oshawa to
Windsor and from Toronto
to Barrie looking for a new
minister. After 20 contacts
were made, Rev. Hol-

" brough was found.
. J.W.Dilawnarter, a mem-
ber of the committee, said

“Rev. Carmen Holbrough
is a young man of untiring
energy. He and his wife are
extremely active with
young people. They have
organized an ecumenical
young people’s group in
Beaverton which is in itself
some 300 strong. Carmen is
a strong believer in a very
active Christian Education
program. He feels as well
that the congregation must
have some contact with
their church”.

Mr. Dilamarter continu-
ed, ‘“‘as an aside it is worth
mentioning that Carmen
was ordained some seven-

years-ago. Previdis to this

" he spent 10 years working
" for abank. I feel this shows

the sincere dedication that

_ this man has. For a person

to leave a vocation of 10

‘years and begin " afresh

takes great courage and
determination”.

Rev. McInally of Mount
Elgin United Church serv-
ed as supervising minister
at Trinity . United church
during the term between
Rev. Williams’ departure
and Rev. Holbrough’s ar-
rival. Mr. Dilamarter
thanked Rev..McInally for
her dedicated assistance

-and for her perseverence

through the many meetings
and hours of work while

looking for a new minister.

Rev. Holbrough arrived
in Ingersoll after serving
for five and a half years in
Beaverton. Prior to that he

" servedin Harris, Saskatch-

ewan, for two years, and in
Bright for five years, as a
student minister.

Born and raised in
Brigden, Ontario, he rece-
ived his secondary school
educaiton from Petrolia
District High School. Upon
leaving high school he was
employeed with the Bank
of Nova Scotia for 10 years
in Sarnia, Brantford, Be-
Imont, Bramalea and Bar-
rie.

In 1966, Holbrough left
the bank to return to

school, where he received a
B.A.from the University of
Western Ontario anda B.D.
from Emmanuel College at
the University of Toronto.
He and his wife Noreen
have three children, Paul,
15, Jeff, 13 and Chris, 8.
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At request of church

lennonites demolish house

Is it 1983 or 1883? As area Mennonite
farmers demolished an old King Street
house using only their muscles and hand
tools, it could have been 100 years earlier.

The scene was one of co-operation as the
Mennonite men, who live on farms south of
Putnam, heaved boards out of second story
windows and arranged them on horse-
drawn wagons. The men volunteered to do
the work in exchange for the material, said
Norm Johnson, chairman of the property
committee at the Trinity United Church,
owner of the building and property. The
house, built before the turn of the century,
is being torn down to make 'more room for
Church parking.

The process is a painstaking operation of
manual labor. Hammers and wrecking
bars are just about the only tools being
used. And, as the thermometer’s mercury
soars to record temperatures of 32 degirees
celcius, the heat is an added burden.

“Yesterday (Thursday) was pretty
tough,’’ said one of the workers, dressed in
a long sleeve cotton shirt buttoned to the
top and heavy blue jeans. ‘““The heat and
the dust are pretty hard on the guys.”

On Friday, only two men from a crowd of
12 or more on the previous day remained.
A Mennonite spokesman left or the job

—estimated it would take at least two more

& days to complete the project. But with hay
mdrying quickly in the fields, the job may
®©have to wait, he said.

¢ The men started at the top of the house

Mennonite farmers wor
house adjacent to the Trinity United Church. The church now has room to expand
its parking facilities, while members of the Mennonite community have wooden

e =
ked throughout the w

eek tearing down this century-

planks that will be put to use in their homes.

SRS &
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by removing the shingles. Then, the roof
was taken off and also the second floor. All
of the materials from the house will be

used for new buildings and repairs on the |

men’s various farms.

‘Oh, a fair amount of it is waste, due to
the splintering and the cracking of the
boards, but about three guarters of it is
reusable,” said the farmer.

In tearing down the house, one of the
Mennonites was injured when an inside
wall fell and struck the man on his ankle.

He was taken to Alexandra Hospital for
treatment and released.

‘‘He got a pretty smart bruise, so he’ll be
laid up for a couple of weeks,” said the
spokesman as he arranged glass windows
on the wagon. He pegred out of granny
glasses and tugged at his bushy beard
while he stopped to think.

He said his crew of helpers is used to
doing strenuous work, and doesn’t regret
not having to use modern equipment.

““This kind of work doesn’t bother us,’” he
said pausing again to wipe his brow with
the back of his hand. “But it’s still hard
work, no doubt about it.”

The green and grey slab-sided house was
once home to former IDCI Principal Jack
Herbert. For more than 100 years, the
house has stood beside the Trinity United
Church. In recent. years, it became
run-down, and Church members decided to
remove it to make available more space
for parking..
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BY RON PRESTON

The Reverend Carmen Holbrough will be

leaving Ingersoll in a few months to meet a
new challenge and congregation at the
United Church in Barrie.

“It’s the church I attended,” he said,
“when I worked at the bank,” a job he held
for 10 years before he became a candidate
for the ministry.

‘It doesn’t happen that way very often,”
that a minister returns to the place where he
started.

“‘Most people who go directly into a
profession (after school),” Rev. Holbrough
said, “find they’d like to change.” Some
people do and some don’t. “But if your main
commodity is people it helps you understand
what makes people tick.” )

Born and raised in Bridgen, just outside
of Sarnia, Rev. Holbrough married his
hometown sweetheart, Noreen, after grad-
uating from the University of Western
Ontario with a Bachelor’s degree in history.
He later obtained a Master’s Degree in
divinity studies from the University of
Toronto.

Leaving the world of big business, his first
ministry was in Bright, in 1966. Later moves

habl 'y \vady
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would take him to churches in western
Canada, then Beaverton and finally Inger-
soll.

United Church ministers can change
ministries in three different ways.

The first is the way Rev. Holbrough’s
change has come about. The congregation
at the Barrie church contacted him and
asked him if they could consider him for the
position.

The econd method involves a minister
checkingva list of vacancies on national
listing serwice. The final way is through the
recommendation of a personnel officer,
which is how a minister usually gets his first
placement.

““Each of us have dlfﬁerent talents,” Rev.
Holbrough said, ‘“‘and churches need change
-- the couples in the commumty change.” He:
compared the work of mxmstePs to that of
doctors who are ‘‘general practioners’”
serving a wide variety of problems.

He’s very pleased at what he’s been able
to accomplish during his tenure here.

“Ingersoll has allowed me to project a
style of ministry” he said, ‘“‘that I think is
important,”” which is reaching his congrega-
tion by treating them as a family unit,
caring about each other’s problems.

He's began work on a doctoral degree in
family ministry at Princeton University

which he attended last summer for four
months.

His Phd is “‘of no earthly value to me. It’s
primarily the knowledge I hope to gain.”

Rev. Holbrough holds strong and clear
views on the relationship between the
church and society, disagreeing with demo-
cracy’s separation of church and state.

“I really believe our Christian faith
demands we get involved in the political
scene,” but he admits most clergymen
‘“‘temper’’ their involvement.

Governments have questioned a church’s
charitable status, he said, when its min-
ister’s become too politically active.

“Somehow it’s not quite as acceptable for
a minister’s political views to be known’’ he
said, adding that if a minister runs for
public office and loses, ‘‘he normally has to
move.”’

Ingersoll has eight different churches in
the immediate area, a situation Rev.
Holbrough sees as a very positive factor for
its citizens.

“I firmly believe that I can’t serve every
United Church member,” he said, ‘“(and)
I'm glad there’s another church they can
feel comfortable in.”

Today’s”’mainline churches” have ac-
cepted each other, he said, and aren’t “in
competition with each other at all.”

New churches and sects have been on the
increase in the recent past, as have beer.
so-called cults. The difference, he says, is
that bonifide faiths ‘‘hold very strong views
but they’re (members) allowed to move ir
and out,” he said. “In a cult you’re not.”

Some people, he said, claim “the finger
could be pointed at all churches but I don’t
believe it.”

Young people today are questioning
religion more because “‘society leaves them
with a lot of unanswered questions.”” He said

he has enjoyed his chance to discuss religigh-

with school children.

“I don’t know if the answer is io»-erect
Christian schools,” said the minister, “or
whether we should have let the government
take lifestyle or moral training out of
schools.” o

The value system, Jre pointed out, had its
origin in the reljgious setting, not the
humanistic ore. Fhis town is ‘“blessed’ to
have a teacher like the Rev. Roger
McCombe ir” its system to reach some
students who normally don’t attend church,
he commented.

Church goers have become ‘‘fewer in
numbers but stronger (in faith) then it has
been in a long time,” he said.

“You've really got to believe to be a
Christian today.”
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The Rev. Carmen Holbrough is leaving Trinity United Church after six years to
meet new challenges at the Barrie United Church. His time in Ingersoll has
allowed him to project a family-style approach to his congregation.
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New diaconal minister
at Trinity United Church

BY KIMBERLEY HUTCHINSON

Mary Leard looks very much at
home in her stwivel chair, surround-
ed by colorful posters, a handmade
valentine and every sort of bulletin
on church and community projects
and functions.

She likes to keep in mind the
image of a spiral as a vision of her
ministry. The new diaconal
minister at the Trinity United
Church sees her dailv activities as

JAGERSO C C
T INnES
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revolving out and setting the
community in motion. Mary Leard
herself is, for Ingersoll, the image
of both the expanding role of women
in the church, and of the church
reaching out into the day to day
lives of its members.

Leard conducts evening services

"and prayer meetings, visits with

church members, and helps
organize church functions. What
she does not do, at least under
normal circumstances, is preach 6
Sundays.

As a diaconal, Leard has encoun-
tered - some - misunderstanding of
her role.

“There is only one order of
ministry in the United Church,” she
explains. She has been commission-
ed as a diaconal minister, whose
duties are defined in the areas on
education, service and pastoral
care,

The ordained minister adminis-
ters word and sacrament. She is not
a student minister, or working

towards ordainment; the diaconal -

ministry is an end point in itself.
Leard knows of situations in
which a diaconal minister is in sole
charge of a church, and in such
cases, the diaconal will obtain
special permission from the presby-
tery to administer the sacraments.

INLER SO

The United Church has only two
sacraments: Baptism and
communion,

Asked why she chose the diaconal
ministry rather than the ordained
ministry, Leard explains that there
are many ways to minister.

“I felt that my gifts were in the
area of community service. My
background is in social work, and
my gift is not in preaching every
Sunday, but in enabling others to
see and use their own gifts.”

Born and raised in Charlottetown,
Leard worked for a timg in London,
Ontario, before going to Toronto to
continue her education. She studied
at the Toronto School of Theology,
where her courses were divided into
three types: Academic, core (which
she describes as an experiential

_group), and field work.

Leard’s field work has taken her
to a summer camp, where she
served as chaplain, to Timothy
Eaton Memorial Church in Toronto,
to Saskatchewan, where she served
on a two-point charge with another
minister. Where she had not served, .
until August. was in a small town.

But Leard is enjoying her first
charge, and speaks highly of the
church community here and the
closeness of the larger ministerial
in Ingersoll.

TimES
February 26,1480
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UNITED CHURCH STAND ON HOMOSEXUALITY ’ AR e

“Most divisive issue since slavery .;

“It is probably the most
divisive issue lo sphl the
church since slavery."

RLY, IAIH ROBINSON
Church

of The Sentinel.

INGERSOLL The United
Church of Canada’s wrestle with the
issue of homosexuality ms left it
shaken.

* “Things are hurlmg \ery much.
Everyone is hurting," replied Trinity
United Church n\cmber is Wilson.

The 32nd General Council's at-
tempt to salve the hurt with a com~
promise solution may have a
Era\alcd it. In the words of l)ar
lacNeil, another Trinity member:

“it distresses me that the General
Council appears to have made a deci-
sion disregarding local reaction.”

Many congregations - the - grassroots
of the church - had sent in petitions
opposing homosexual ordination.

When the 388-me¢mber council met
in Victoria Jast week] they discussed
a number of issues, includi ing the role
of children in the church, partner-
ship with Third World congregations,

the affects of proposed new.

cop right laws, and sexism In socie-
But it was the council’s reaction

lo ‘the controversial report released

in March that was focussing alten-
tion across the nation.

That 115-page document, Towards
a Christian Undcrslandmg of Sexual
Orientation, Lifestyles and Ministry,
was labled during the conference
because it did not reflect the present
position of the church. Instead,
General Council adopted a four page
report affirming the church's belief
in Christian marriage and family.

This report goes on to admit the

860,000 member church still does not .
It also

understand homoscxmmy
confesses that “‘as a Christian com-
munity we have participated in a
history of injustice and persecution
against gay and lesbian persons in
_Violation of the Gospel o( Jesus

sucha person is the proper choﬁca for
a religious vocation."

*I feel personally that [ don't want
one (a homosexual) to b
minister,"” respo:
A minister should set an example in
u:e way he lives."

Even though the General Council
has taken the slep to accept sell-
' declared homosexuals* into the
ministry, Rev. Barry Robinson
belicves most congregallom nrenl
ready

o : +Years ol’lralnlng
\'i’hen a man or a woman decides lo
become a minister, they've gol to be
pr J)ared for years of soul-searching
training. After oblaining an
undcrgradulle degree, it's off lo a
seminary to study theology. Intern-

this century In a kind of religious
-ceremony. The ceremony was the
ritual burning ordered by the church |
for any person who was discovered to
homosexual or lesbian. Faggols ¢

were the slicks placed under their
feet and used Lo burn them alive...

Well, we don'L burn lhcmanymorc.
but we do tell Jokes about them. They
and the United Church have laken

uile a beating this week. The latest
? ke... is thal-the United Church is
removlng all of its pulpits and put-
ting in fruit stands.

"y 1confess that I laughed when I first
* heard it; partly oul of nervousness
because it has been a rather lense
week, but parlly too, I suspect there
is_still some residual prejudice

‘vulhln me about homosexuals that

urfaces on some occasions. We have

all laughed at some jokes; but the
hrist." s ?21‘ In supelryl‘sc.d ‘_’“w"l seltings are nolsre}?lllly ll;'nny all all.” i
Al eligible When the process Is almost com-  waek's diorassion In Vicealn - rog
Morcover, the report advocates . Plete, a_ ce the months of dialogue beforehand -
““that all persons r &2 of hclr s if s suitable . gnl people thinking about their own |
sexual or 1 . for eep-seated views on homoscxuahly. |

be or become full members of me
church.” As members, even gay or
lesbian people then, are eligible to be
considered for the mlmslry

But, some churchgoers from the
pews "of Trinity United in Ingersoll
don t want lo see homosexuuls ,on lhe

q‘hclr lifestyles are nol acce]
Lable to me or to many others," said
John McBride. "I don't think. that

passes the Inlcmew, lhen they've
Eﬂ to find a congregallon to accept

“Even If a cun[erence commitlee
* dared lo ordain a sell-declared
homosexual or lesbian person, there

\nould be little chance of them fin-.

dinga {ob in the parish. That is clear
regardless of what commissioners to
“General Council would like o
believe," said Rev. “In

. it may have succeeded in buryi |
other malters of significance lo foc |
congregations.

The role of the children in the
church is one such issue; ways to
help ‘onnl pco le contribule more to
worship and l e general life of the
.congregation was deliberated at
length, said Rev. Craig Railton, the
London Conference's consultant for

throwing the issue back to the con-
geganons General Council has
ken a leal from Premier Peter-
son’s provincial cabinet and has ab-
dicated its moral authomy on bcha (
.of United Church peopl
He continued: “There will be no
rush of homosexual ministers into
the pulpits of the United Church
des lle what some people and the
ia seem to be saying. Little has
chnnged in the church with respect to
'the treatment of homosexuals and
. lesbians...They will stay in the closet

they are afraid of us."”
But Rev. Robinson n?plauds the
General Council's ag for repen-
* tance. A lot of church folk adamantly
+refuse an{ guilt when it comes to the
lrc:l.men of homosexual people, he

sail i s
On Sunday, Rev. Robinson
elaborated on dﬁs _point during his

rmon.”

“The record of history should at
*least jog our memory if nothing else.
The word, faggot. Do you know
where it comes from? A faggol was a
stick used by our Christian ancestors
‘ up until as late as the early part of

H

* with their deep, deep shame because’

“That issue will robabll have
more impact on our cg:urch at an
other," said Trinity member Bar‘
MacNeil. The homosexual issue, she
_feels, was “'blown oul of :rroporllon -
+" forcing people to take si |

Here’s an outline -
of recommendations:

2 X Ames—

.3

R lere is a short oulline of the
* General Council's recommendations
as adopted .in a reporl:hsl
Wednes ay:

,' . Th-l all persons, r:gardlcss of -

; their sexual orientation, who profess
_in Jesus Christ and obedience to him,
‘are -welcome 1o become full

+ members of the Chur

i+ ¢ Thatall memberureeligible lo
* be considered for ordered ministry

tandare called lo a lifeslyle patterned
*on obedience to Chris

L
i ¢ That all congrega(lons should |

scriplure and the theological and
‘cultural premises that form

understanding;

+ That the report Toward a Chris-
tian Understanding of Sexual Orien-
lation, Lifestyles and Ministry be
considered a historic document;

« That the church lakes action lo
address the church’s participation in
the oppression of l;eofle on the basis

+ on sexual orientation;.

s ¢ That lhe church address

\ pastoral care of individuals or

i groups within the church that feel

* unheard, manipulated or estranged;
+ And thal the church urge

orientation and reslyles in light of |

work out the implications of sexual

! governments lo eénsure the human

REV. BARRY ROBINSON, minister of Trinity Um(ed Church i
believes the issue of homosexuahty and the church has not ended }
with the 32nd General Council's meeting in Victoria last week."

- holy scriptures;

3 ¢ Thalitis lnapproprmle lo ask

".about the sexual orientation of those :

who are ministerial candidates; *
+! « That further church-wide study *

. rights of gay and lesbians; that the
church become more aclive in sup-
rt of human rights for homosex-
: vals; that resources and study
uides are made available lo assist

H ls needed on the, interpretation of | in these endeavours.. | .
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Teachers reach outto you‘ih

St takes a speaal person”’

Many middle-aged people have
bad memories of Sunday school, a
seemingly unending hour of scrip-
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ture recitals in the basement of
hollow, cold churches.

Ingersoll's Grace Kobialka and '

Vicky Whiting want to change all

that with a revamped Sunday school
program at the Trinity United
Church.

Sunday school was created to give

children a place to go while their
parents worshipped. Both Kobialka
and Whiting remember Sunday
school as more of a labor than a
pleasure where nervous children
would stammer over memorized bi-
ble scriptures for a gold star reward.

““It was kind of scarey
sometimes,” Whiting said. “We
went through it but we didn’t learn.”

Today churches are promoting

more family-oriented worshipping

and a Sunday school where children
are encouraged to ask questions.
Under the guidance of.Reverend
Barry Robinson, those at Trinity are
seeing some positive change.

& 15 chxldren aren it mvolved we’ re

going to lose them,” Whiting said. _

Sunday school curriculum, obtain- |
ed from a resource centre in
Woodstock, is based on the theme of
the sermon of that day. Parents are
given a copy of the program with the
hope it will prompt conversation at
home.

Children at the nursery and Grade
1level Sunday school level complete
coloring exercises and crafts based
on the bible. Older groups will read
over bible scriptures and ask ques-
tions.

Both Whiting, a newcomer, and
veteran Kobialka said it takes a
special person to be a Sunday school
teacher. Outside of a basic belief in
Christianity, teachers have to put
their hearts into the instruction.

Whiting, who is joining the Sunday
school teacher team for the first
time this year, is herself still learn-
ing.

“I haven’t been involved in church
for a long time. I'm learning about

Chnstlamt.y Im ngmg somethmg

. back for-what I'm getting.”

She believes children can be learn-
ing about Christianity from as early
as ages one and two.

“My four-year-old is just starting
to learn,” Whiting laughed. ‘“He
sings about Jesus taking the gar-
bage out. We still have a long way to
go.”

“How do you explain God to a
child,” Whiting asked. “They think
of him as a person. Spirituality
doesn’t come until much later. They
have to have something to
envision.”

Church congregations numbers
have taken a dramatic decline in
past years. Only now are numbers
slowly beginning to increase. Trinity
United has a congregation of about
600 families with 50 children enrolled
in Sunday school.

Kobialka believes Sunday school
study gave herself and her children
a ‘“‘good foundation” from which
ideas and beliefs are based.

“We want to make it fun,”
Kobialka said. ““We bring it down to
their level.”
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Lettons pothe Kt

United Church defended

NOTE: Due to a mistake at the com-
position stage of putting together
last week’s edition of the Times,
Rev. Barry Robinson's letter was
printed incorrectly, with
paragraphs not in their proper
order. The Times apologises for this
error and reprints the letter correct-
ly below.

Dear Editor: ~

Many of us who are ministers and
members of the United Church of
Canada are finding it increasingly
wearisome to read headlines which
present an inaccurate picture of our
church as it is experienced in most
congregations. December 7 article
on the divisions being felt at the
Thamesford congregation con-
tributes little to a fair picture of the
United Church. We have been made
the unwelcome centre of public at-
tention for anyone who wants to
engage in a bit of ‘United Church

- bashing,” a popular pastime - for
Canadians in recent months.

There can be no argument that
bad news is certainly news, but
newspaper editors should be asking
themselves whether one-sided
headlines are not contributing to the
problem — the problem being an in-
accurate picture of the United
Church in public perception.
Responsible journalism, it seems to
me, would make some attempt to
present the whole picture.

We acknowledge that these are
difficult, painful days for our church
and that many United Church people
are confused, uncertain and angry
at their church. It is true that some
ministers and members have found
it too uncomfortable to stay within

our fellowship. It is also true that
some ministers and lay people have
done their best to whip other people
into a frenzy more for their own per-
sonal agendas than for the welfare of
the church.

Most congregations have seen
some members quietly disappearing
or withdrawing their support
because their church has embar-
rassed them ‘or because they have
found it a convenient excuse to avoid
their responsibilities to the institu-
tion they love to criticize. Some peo-
ple who have a lot to say about the

. church have never bothered to read
' the statements passed at General

Council regarding sexual orienta-
tion. One cannot help wondering how
many who withdraw are simply us-
ing the current issue as a
smokescreen for something deeper

and more personal like a faith that .

has gone dry or a lack of commit-
ment to the real task of discipleship.
All of these facts which contribute to
the ‘bad news side’ of the picture are

* true. They have also been true at

other times in the history of our
church.

But, there is another side to the
picture of what the United Church is
all about. The vast majority of
United Church people have stayed
with their church. Why does this
never make the headlines? Even
those of us who are saddened and
angry about some decisions made at
a national level are, for the most
part, staying because we are united
in our opposition to a present lack of

policy or because we believe the,

strengths of the United Church far
outweigh its weaknesses. There are

TRIVIT TR

a lot of people who are still proud of
their United Church, some of them
proud because it has the courage to
discuss controversial issues that
deal with real human needs in an
openminded way.

I'll bet there is a positive side of
the picture of the United Church in
Thamesford that hasn’t been told
and that probably won’t mak
headlines. .

Trinity United in Ingersoll has had
a painful year discussing the issue
before the church as a whole; but, in
that past year, we have also seen a
large number of formerly inactive
members return to active member-
ship. We have received 31 new
members, 36 new adherents and 60
new children and teenagers into our
fellowship. It is obvious to us that
people are still interested in becom-
ing part of the United Church of
Canada, in part at least because
they have deep admiration for a
church that is courageous and pro-
phetic and faithful in its task to in-
terpret the Word of God for today’s
world.

All of this means struggle, of
course. Unfortunately, most people
assume that ‘ struggle’ means bad
news. It can also be a sign of good
news. Struggle is what happens
before new life begins.

The United Church was born out of
the struggle its founding congrega-
tions endured to seek a union where
there would be greater tolerance
between people of different tradi-
tions and theological viewpoints who
confessed the same Lord. We live in
a day where tolerance is often in
short order in our society and

ITNCERSOLL.
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sometimes even in the church. Our
present struggle is about what it
means to be both faithful and com-
passionate in our response to the
Gospel when it comes to welcoming
all people without distinction. We
will probably always have
disagreements over what we believe
constitutes appropriate behavior for
a minister or member of the church,
but the United Church is united in its
belief that all people are welcome.

That gets us into trouble
sometimes. That gets misinter-
preted sometimes by special in-
terest groups and the media. For 63
years our policy and process of ac-
cepting and determining who is to be
a member and minister of the
church has not changed. It still has
not changed, but I have never read
that in headlines in any newspaper.

We are not a perfect church. We
don’'t try to hide our divisions nor our
controversies. We do try to be
courageous, to be inclusive of all
people, to be examples of the kind of
lifestyle we believe Jesus calls us to,
to be prophetic about the truths that
God is revealing in this new day. It
takes ‘ guts’ to do that, literally -- in-
testinal fortitude to ask difficult
questions, have difficult arguments,
and face the consequences of an
often one-sided public perception of
who we are. Give us a break and try
reporting the other side for a
change!

The Rev. Barry J. Robinson,
Pastor,
Trinity United Church
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Trinity United Church celebrates 185th 'anniversary

Trinity United Church
celebrated its 185th anniversary on
Sunday, Oct. 22.

Included within the rich history

of Trinity are the traditions of the --

Congregationalist, Presbyterian,
Methodist and Evangelical United
Brethren Churches.

The church in Ingersoll was
established while this was still a
pioneer community. In the early
1800’s, services were conducted by
American horseback preachers,
but by the time of the War of 1812,
they were looked on with suspicion.
Their work was carried on by local
teachers.

In 1823, a log cabin at the site of
the West Oxford Church became
the centre of services by the M.E.
(Episcopal Methodist) Church.
Another log school on the site of the

armouries was opened for services
in 1841 and was used until
Methodist Union.

In 1854, the Wesleyan Methodist
Church opened on Oxford Street.
The women of this church did more
than care for the needy of the town
- this was an important part of the
Underground Railroad, and escap-
ing slaves were fed and harbored
here. The slaves and their
descendents built the colored M.E.
Church on Catherine Street.

A growing population led to the
construction of King Street
Methodist Church at the present
site in 1865. In 1887, the building
was remodelelled and modernized
— galleries were removed, win-
dows enlarged and the console and
choir seats installed behind the
pulpit.

Union of the two Methodist chur-
ches took place in 1909. The
Charles Street building was used
as a Sunday School and later sold,
while the King Street church was
once again enlarged. The east and
west walls were moved out and the
floor and narthex altered.

The first electric light and gas
systems were installed in 1912.

At the time of Church Union in
1925, King Street Methodist Church
became Trinity United Church,
with a membership of about 975.

At present, Trinity has a Sanc-
tuary which seats 900 people, a
modern chapel, a gymnasium-
auditorium complex, Sunday
School rooms, offices, meeting
rooms, nursery and washroom and

kitchen facilities. To accomodate Church Street entrance.
the hearing-impaired, a modern
sound system has been installed in

the Sanctuary. The building is

/4

IT'S BEEN through a rich history of
demoninational changes. but today’s Trinity
United Church is still a house of worship after

185 years.

Trinity continues to be a busy
place, with facilities well-used
every day of the week by Beavers,
wheelchair accessible from the Cubs, Brownies, Guides and

Pathfinders, Youth and Senior

Choirs and many other groups.
Rev. Barry Robinson is minister.

Susan Robinson is pastoral

(Staff photo)

LYQUIWA

QA ATANNN

e TR RS

8

R


















