






































































































































V estem’

‘HasNo V151ble Oﬁtlet
Sald 65 Feet Deep:

Lakeside is a commumty of plcturesque 'nstas around a 11ttIe m]anﬂ‘

body of water, Crystal Lake. - One of the vistas is shown at the top w[th;

William Near, ‘a local resident, looking across the lake.-
_sunbathers, temporarily retired to- the shade beside. Crystal Lake; they’
are Miss Edith Holden (left) and Mlss Rita Tevilin, both of 8t. Marys

‘Below_are two.- ?‘

L.F-‘(’

salty.

beside the lake, Southeast of st0

Marys. The lake illustrates water
"apparently running uphill to - get
.into it because the country there-
abouts is higher than any sur-
‘rounding and streams run almost
|every way from it (somewhat as
ithey do from the great Luther
.marshes northward).

| Crystal Lake is saxd to . be' 65
jfeet deep in places. It covers
somewhere about 100 acres and is
as picturesque = little body of
water as one could wish to find.
In some mysterious depths, may-
be from a marshy area to the
northeast, cool spring water feeds
;into it. There is no indication of
what happens after = that. The
water level never rises so either
.there is an invisible overflow or
“evaporation just equals input.

Wheri the railway went through
they had a lIot of trouble getting
the previously mentioned marshy
spot graded. Fill disappeared day
after day, ,Carloads of materials
.were dumped in and, &ccording to
‘local people, success was- achieved
‘only when 2 large quantity of wool
was weighted down with fill. The
railway grading was followed by
a sirange drop of about three feet,
in lake level, & drop which’ has
inever been regamed It is said
| there has been a gradual falling of
‘water level in recent years.

The community of Lakeside, on
.the northern lake shore, was
“founded by Squire Ingersoll in the
early 1850's (not mentioned inrec-
ords of 1852 but apparently quite
‘a place by. 1857). He founded a
number of industries, including a
.brick yard {rom which much dis-
triet, building was done. A flour
‘mill established early operated un-
til 1930 and was only recently de-
molished. :

i In company with Ack]and .
i Baker, an electrical engineer, mna-

itive of Lakeside, The Free -Press

i roving reporter roamed around

' Crystal Lake. They inspected the,

:two dance halls, only one of which
‘operates anymore, and the old
'Da]rymple-park where in the early
1190Q’s there was a.race; track, gar-

.dens, a_bath_house_of peculiar de- ¢

BY W. G. TRESTAIN
Copyright, 1939, London Free Pres
LAKESIDE-~The Dead Sea is in Palestine and has no vmlble out-
let; it lies sproximately 1,300 feet below general sea level and is very|
Crystal Lake is in Western Ontario and has no- visible outlet;.
it lies approximately 1,300 feet above general sea level and is very fresh:
The lake gave a name to Lakeside which, naturally, is a community

1‘3‘!33

sign and a boat house still stand- -
ing.. 1

When the Dalrymple park was ;.
going ‘strong, in the horse _and:.’
buggy era, hundreds of ‘visitors
came for miles to picnic about
Crystal Lake. There was 2 big:
bath house with balconies sur-u,; |
rounding a central court of water., "
Dressing rooms .opened off the bal-; .-
conies and the bathers simply puti. °
on the extremely modest bathing!
suits of the time, stepped out of{' )
the door, leaped & railing and there! -
they were, hob-nohbing with the‘-' .
fish. ‘ '

Automobiles . seemed to destroy
the resort spirit there. Crowdsr
dwindled, although on week-ends:
there are still scores—the number’ '
seeming to be on the upgradel
again. There are a few waterside|. -
cottages occupied each summer.;: -

Indicative of the lake's reces-|.
sion is the old boat house, built on |
plles which once stood in water. -
It is all high and dry mnow, the}
shore line being 15 feet away. How- 0
ever, there. are,still boats inside;-
—a number of fine launches go;
skimming around at times. -

There are carp-in the lake, fine,
b1g lazy fellows who go about eat-;
ing up odd bits of this and that, b
doing their part in giving Crysta.Ilﬂ
Lake its mce, ciean sparkle.

*

In sectmns there»ls a ‘sloping |: - *
shore and a number 'of youngsters|. *75°
splashed around knee-deep, putting
on a water battle and inviting the
roving reporter to take. their pie-]-
ture. The -shore was sprinkled with | .:
sun bathers, some of them wery! -
attractive. Crystal Lake had abouty
it an air.of great remoteness,” A& <"
quiet always - afternoon - with-no-: i ;-
work-to-do sort of atmoesphere; It
was very pleagant. ,* .

Up at' Lakeside they pomtedr
with pride to their library of more|‘
than 2,000 volumes which in a,
commumty of about 100, and 1ts;
distriet, promotes a circulation of,:
5,000 volumes a year.

In the cemetery there is buried
a half-sister of Laura Secord, Mrs.
Appylonia Carrol],” wife of Wl]ham
Carroll. who, died.in 1872, TR




































































































































































































arsedee e sasasannn aanmea’

Zorra Is 80 square miles in extent.
has a population of about 3,000. Yetl
this little district has given to the'
Fresbyterian Church no less than 40,
clergymer, and it has producéd 21 phy- -
sicians, a considerable number of law-'
vers and a great host of public school ;
teachers. ‘This district stands to-day
second 1o none in the Province for its
well-tilled farms, its - comfortable

MRS. CATHARINE MACKAY, AGED 89.

homes and the industry ané intelli-
gence of its people. Zorra has been
called “The Drumtochty of Canada” ;
and certainly among the old pioneers
there were not a few whose trials and
triumphs are worthy of the pen of the
author of “The Bonnie Briar Bush.”
Theirs was a hard lot, but bravely they
faced the difficulties, and nobly over-
came them.

It required true courage and a firm
reliance on the power of God to enable
these men and women to leave the hills

»

MRBS. MARION MACKAY, AGED 87.

i and homes they loved so dearly to face |t
an ocean voyage of twelve weeks in an (g
ald emigrant ship, to endure all the
hardships of a two-weeks’ journey up |
the 8t. Lawrence in open boats towed ¥
= by oxen, to penetrate the unbroken
;. fastnesses of our forest, and, driving
i back bears and wolves, construct for
¢ themselves little log cabins, where to-

; day we see thriving villages, populous
§ towns, rich flelds, comifortable homes,
d commodious school houses and hand-
c some churches.

Few things characterized these pion-
eers more than the intensity of their
devotion. Hard work prevented them
becoming religious dreamers.

never permitted to interfere with the §

mestic and public. Every day was be-

and men who, for six days in -the
E week, labored hard from dawn tul da,rk

It T’ae

pressed in ways that may appear to the
. present generation strict,

this work. “ Na, na ! it’s no the deevil,
 it's a ground-hog ; I saw him going
in mysel,” was the innocent reply.

But, in- |8
dustrious as they were, the world was [

il 6r pIoushme Efong

five and some of them eight or tem
miles to attend the church on the Sab- §

bath. Sometlmes their religion was ex-

. MISS MARGARET MACKAY, AGED 72

puritanical
or even grotesque. ;

A good story is told of a worthy old
elder, One Sabbath morning on the
way to the church he discovered two
of his neighbor’s boys besporting them-
selves in the woods. It may be said
that one of these boys was not over-
burdened with intellect, and was indeed
regarded as being “a little daft.” When
the elder came up this one was holding
watch over a hole into which a ground-
hog had just entered, while the broth-
er wag at a little distance off fishing.
After lecturing the simple boy on his

was the devil who was leading him in

said the good ‘man,
his- brother, who was fishing. “Come
here!
day it is.”

At the:present time there seems to be

.&_disposition to disrégard the sanctity

of the Sa,h‘ba.th but the strict obsesy
ance of this day developed in the Zorra
pioneers: & vigorous Christian man-

hood and womanhood, and made them j

strong physxcally, mentally and mor-
ally.

‘When the Parisian Sabbath hag pro-
duced better men and women than the
Puritan Sabbath has done, it will be
time enough to sneer at the fathers
and their devout observa.nce of the day

“ Praise @and thanks for an honest
man!
Glory to God for the Puritan.”

With this commumcatlon 1 send to
The Globe the portraits of a family of
six Zorra. pioneers—three brothers, and
their three sisters, who are to- da.y hale
and hearty, at the. average age of
eighty-three. It would not be difficult

)

ischarge of their religious-Quties, do- il

gun and closed with family worship, J-.

§ found in one family ? - One of =

5,::_ years she had not been®half a 'day in
[ bed through sickness.

‘M2 typical Highland home.

“the §
stumps, were glad to travel three, four, §

assured the writer th for sev’en»....
I'may say that
this family comes of a long-lived an-
cestry, the father and mother living till
they were considerably over ninety,

g and the grandmother till one hundred
Brand five.

It may be added that the
home where these six were reared was
The family
settled in Zorra in 1826, and many a

weary wayfarer in early days enjoyel
Wits hospitality;

especially on the old
communion occasions were the doors

gihrown dépen to all from far and near.

From Brucefield, Williams and
Gwillimbury would friends come to the

AGED 83.

MR. JAMES MACKAY,
communion, and many of them found
a comfortable resting-place in this pio-
neer home. Never was the worship of
God neglected; never was the Sabbath
a,llowed to be degecrated; it was a
happy home. It had no rare pic-
ture on the wall, nor rich carpets on the
floor, and the furniture was of the rud-
est kind, but the fear of God was there,
and sympathy and kindness character-
ized the members in their intercourse
with one another, and with all around

‘“Tom! (pronounc- [§
ed Tome), come here!” cried the boy to §

Here's a fellow doesna ken what 5

France, with her infidelity, and
her reckless desecration of the Sabbath, §
stands to-day face to face with the §
solemn problem'of national extinction. |

B Presbyterian
§ The memory of the just is held in.
¢ everlasting remembrance.

them. The members of this home were
not widely read, but they were deeply
read. Every one of them thoroughly
knew the Bible and the Shorter Cate-
chism. Besides, in that old home lib-

rary could be found a well-thumbad
duty the good man reminded him that it [3
® Kstate,”

Gaelic version of *“Boston's Fourfold
Bunyan's “Pilgrim’s Pro-
,” Bdwards' ¢ On the Affections,’
'S, “0311 te the Unconverted, »

MR. DONALD MACKAY, AGED 82,

ligion in the Soul,” and a number of |

¥ songs or Gaelic poems by such High-
¥ land ministers and laymen as Mac-
¢ donald, Kennedy,
E and Duga.ld Buchanan. All these were
g read and re-read, over and over again.

Aird, Peter Grant

To a healthy ancestry, cheerful dis-
posifion, strong social qualities, re-
ligious feeling, temperate habits, plain
living and plenty of outdoor exercise,

P we attribute the happy, vigorous old
 age of this family of Zorra MacKays.

One of the sisters exhibited in this
picture has heard five of her sons
preach the Gospel as ministers of the
Church. But enough.




NOTHING BUT NAMES:
An Inquiry into the Origins of the Names of the Counties and Townships of Ontario
by Herbert Fairbairn Gardiner, M.A., Hamilton, Canada
Toronto: George N. Morang & Company, 1899

p. 305-306

ZORRA TOWNSHIP, EAST AND WEST (1819)
We come, thy friends and neighbors not unknown,
From Eshtaol and Zora's fruitful vale.
— Samson Agonistes.
ZORRA is the Spanish word for a female fox; a strumpet; a sly, crafty person. Some prefer to
derive this name from Zorah, the birthplace of Samson, mentioned in Judges xiii. 2. But it probably
got its name from Sir Peregrine Maitland, in the same way as Lobo in Middlesex.

NISSOURI TOWNSHIP, EAST (1820)

Nissouri is probably Indian, akin to Missouri, which means “mud river,” or river of the big canoe
tribe.

The Embro Courier is responsible for the following: We venture to say that there are few people
who know how the township of Nissouri got its name. An old man, whose people now live in the
eastern part of Ontario and who in the very early history of Nissouri lived in the northern part of
that township, gave the writer a history of how the township was named, which seemed
reasonable, and is likely true. Long ago, when this county and other adjoining counties were
known as the ‘District of Brock,” Scotch settlers named a section (known now as West and East
Zorra) after the birthplace of Samson. Some Yankees settled in the west, and in speaking of the
section of the county in which they lived, described it as being ‘nigh Zorra,’ or near Zorra. There
are letters yet in the possession of Nissouri people addressed ‘nigh Zorra,” but for near half a
century the township has been known as Nissouri.”

Mr. R. W. Sawtell, of Woodstock, writes: “Many believe the ‘nigh Zorra’ statement of origin, but Mr.
Brown says he knows that is not correct. He says it is an Indian name, probably meaning gurgling
or struggling waters, as there is, or was, a place in the river which would warrant such a name.
The first public reference made to the township is in Act 2nd, Geo. IV.,ch. 3 (1821). Previous to
that it was assessed with Zorra and the two Oxfords. Nissouri was surveyed by Shubael Park, in
1820. Mr. Cameron, born in East Nissouri in 1828, says that, when a boy, he tried to find out, from
his father and others, the origin of the name, but did not succeed.”

pp, 239-240

MONO TOWNSHIP (1821) THIS name may have been given by Sir Peregrine Maitland, Mono
being the Spanish word meaning monkey, just as he named Oso, the bear, Zorra, the she fox, and
Lobo, the wolf. The residents apparently prefer to derive it from Mona, a daughter of Tecumseth.
There is another, and newer township in Ontario called Mona, which is the Roman name for the
Island of Anglesea, Wales. If Drake is correct, and Tecumseth never had a daughter (see Adjala
township), the Spanish derivation must stand, unless the reader prefers to derive Mono from the
Indian word Mah-noo, meaning “ let it be so,” or from Monon, the “Little Iron Wood Tree,” a squaw
concerning whom Schoolcraft tells an interesting story.
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