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Music has been her Ute
Since her retirement, Edith Allison has a lot 

of time on her hands.
But for over 30 years, Allison’s hands were 

on the keyboards of the pipe organ at the First 
Baptist Church each Sunday.

In addition to playing the church organ, Al­
lison — who recently retired to the condomi­
nium life in Ingersoll with Bill, her husband of 
34 years — has been the organist at many wed­
dings and taught countless Ingersoll children 
to play the piano.

Arriving in Ingersoll in 1920, Allison was 
asked to play the organ at the age of 19. In total, 
she played for 30 years, but took some time off 
to be wed and help on the farm, in addition to 
working at three businesses on the front street.

When her family first came to Canada, Alli­
son would play at a friend’s home because her 
family did not have a piano. She is unsure how 
many children she has taught to play, but at one 
point she had 35 pupils.

“The biggest enjoyment now is when I see a 
former pupil who’s kept at it,” she said, noting 
a former student she recently met teaches 40 
hours a week. “I was quite pleased to meet with 
her.”

In addition to her organ playing, Allison was 
active in both the junior and senior choirs at the 
church and has fond memories of the church’s 
centennial year in 1958. From an old photo­
graph she pointed out Keith Geddie, a violinist, 
who helped with the junior choir.

Her days with the choir begain prior to play­
ing the organ, while in 1949 she was given the 
position of choir leader.

“Music’s been my life, I’d guess you say,” 
says Allison, a member of the Ingersoll Music 
Club.

“I think perhaps what I enjoy most (about the 
club) is the company.”

Asked what music she prefers. Allison, who

Edith Allison

received her music degree from the Western 
Ontario Conservatory of Music in 1962, said:

“Having taught, I guess the classical music 
comes first, but I like all kinds.”

She also has a fondness for sacred music and 
enjoys the television program Hymm Sing.
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Local woman interested
It 
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BY CHERYL STEWART
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Jean Anderson has an 
(Interest in almost every 
hpraft around. She does 
i many herself, but those she 
' doesn’t still catch her eye 
and interest when she sees 
them.

Her involvement in crafts 
began 25 to 30 years ago 
vhen she was making por­
celain jewelery and floral 
arrangements. After work­
ing at it for about seven 
years, she left crafts until 
resuming her interest in 
them about 11 years ago.

At various times, she has 
done porcelain molding and 
painting, soapstone and 
clay sculpting, and stone 
polishing and collecting. 
They all interest her a great 
deal, but she admitted 
molding or sculpting is her 
favorite. “You can do a 
whole series of one topic and 
tell a story. I research all 
my topics before sculpting, 
instead of using an artists 
conception,’’ she said.

Mrs. Anderson has done 
series on bears, gnomes, 
eskimos, as well as many 
individual pieces. All her 
work is original with any 
molds she uses made by her 
husband.

“The mam thing is doing 
and understanding the 
whole life from day one to 

the end,” she said of doing a 
series. “I read as much as I 
can before I do one and then 
I do my own version. What­
ever I am doing, I am that 
person or animal at the time 
I am sculpting it. How else 
can you entirely understand 
what you are sculpting if 
you don’t get into their 
lifestyle and the why’s of 
it?” she said.

It wasn’t until 11. years 
ago, Mrs. Anderson became 
interested in crafts again. 
While her husband was in 
the hospital in their home at 
North Bay, she would visit 
him and then spend some 
time at the nearby pottery 
club.

“As soon as I got my 
hands back into the field of 
clay, it was sort of hard to 
get them out,” she said.

Rock collecting and stone 
polishing also became hob­
bies while in North Bay. She 
and her husband would pack 
up the trailer and spend a 
week at a time searching for 
different rocks.

They traded and brought 
rocks from all over the 
world, meeting people from 
different countries. She re­
called one time when people 
came from New Brunswick 
to see the different rocks in 
the North Bay area. They 
were shown around the area 
by the Anderson’s and in-

Jean Anderson is involved in various crafts as hobbies. Her interests range from 
soapstone carvings to stone polishing and collecting, and china painting. She is 
shown here displaying some of her crafts.



stantly became friends in 
the world of rocks.

“Rock people are usually 
very chummy,” said Mrs. 
Anderson. “It grabs you 
worse all the time. You get 
more excited about rocks 
the more people you meet.”

Mrs. Anderson ' often 
made the rocks she collect­
ed into pieces of jewelry, 
which she designed herself.

Rock collectors gather 
mass rock, which io used for 
polished stones, and crys­
tals, usually put on display. 
The Andersons have their 

j basement filled with their 
‘ rock collection.

I Since her arthritis has 
gotten worse, Mrs. Ander­
son now does mostly por­
celain sculpting and paint­
ing. She has all the equip­
ment needed in her home 
and snends hours every day 
at her favorite pastime.

“Once you start, you be­
come absorbed in it. You 
can’t take your hands off it 
until you are satisfied with 
that night’s work. It’s a 
release from tensions. I do it 
for relaxation and for my 
own pleasure,” she said.

Although Mrs. Anderson 
has sold some of her work 
over the years, this is not 
the main thrust of her 

interest in crafts. She loves 
doing them and enjoys giv­
ing many of her pieces 
away, but only after she has 
had a chance to enjoy them 
first.

She puts her best into all 
her crafts and feels all 
craftspeople should be do­
ing this. “Any craft you do, 
should be a quality craft and 
should be made to stand up.

It should be durable as well 
as beautiful. I wouldn’t 
want anybody to buy any­
thing that would break,” 
she said.
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Involvement results in award
By KIMBERLEY HUTCHINSON

Nicki Baigent of Thamesford is still 
carting around an armful of books, 
although school has finished for the 
pretty young woman who graduated 
last month from IDCI with Ontario 
Scholar standings, and was recently 
named a recipient of the Ingersoll 
Kiwanis Citizenship Award.

The books she reads these days 
are volumes of traditional and con­
temporary children’s stories, and 
scripts of plays and skits for 
youngsters.

Nicki started work this week at a 
children’s day camp - Camp Y-Ma- 
Wa-Ca -- near London.
“We have kids from age five to 

eight,” Nicki explains. “I’m a 
counsellor, so I take the kids on 
hikes, read stories, do crafts with 
them, and so on.”
“I’m just collecting some stories 

and plays,” she says, gesturing to 
the stack of books. “I’ve got Winnie 
the Pooh, and all the things that I lik­
ed when I was little.”

Nicki Baigent is one of those young 
people with seemingly limitless 
energy, and a long list of activities - 
many of them reflecting her genuine 
interest in others in the community.

Nicki has spent her summers 
working with children before - as a 
camp counsellor at Camp Bimini 
near Embro, and is tackling this 
summer’s challenge with the same 
energy she obviously applies to the 
other activities in her life.

Nicki was the first recipient of the 
newly established Tony Mucha 
award for athletics at IDCI.
“The award was for dedication to 

a sport at IDCI.” says Nicki. “I won 
it for track and field participation."

Nicki qualified for WOSSA in both 
the 1500 metre and the 3000 metre 
track events, and has also par­
ticipated very successfully in cross­

Nicki Baigent
country running and the 800 metre 
event during high school.

In her graduating year, Nicki was 
also co-captain of the Briden House, 
and was one of the organizers for the 
infamous Briden House pool party — 
held in the quad at IDCI.
“We set up a kiddie pool, and had 

lots of beachballs, and everyone 
dressed for the beach,” Nicki 
laugh's. “.And it was freezing.”

Nicki was also heavily involved in 
the prefect society at the high school 
as one of the four executive 
members.

"We ran the assemblies,” she ex­
plained. "and we would usher at 
school functions, and at commence­
ment.”

“The prefects usher the new 
students around the school, too,” 
Nicki explained, “and I seemed to do 
a lot of that.”
“I would have a spare, and it 

would be ‘would Nicki Baigent come 
to the office,” she laughed.

While Nicki was keeping her 
grades above the 80 per cent stan­
ding necessary to receive the On­
tario Scholar distinction in her 
graduating year, she was also in­
volved outside the school as a Volun- 
Teen.
“I worked as a candy-striper at 

the Ingersoll hospital,” she explain­
ed. “We deliver food trays to the pa­
tients, and help them with their 
meals if it’s necessary, and we 
deliver flowers that have been sent 
and so on.”

“The first time I went,” she says, 
“I had a little trouble...and I usually 
work on second floor with the 
chronic care patients.

“But I soon stopped feeling sorry 
for the patients,” she laughs. 
“There’s some really great people, 
and some really humorous patients. 
There’s one guy with a teddy bear1 
named Sam, and he’s always telling 
me stories about his teddy bear.”
“I worked there most Saturdays 

this year,” Nicki explains, “and I’ll 
keep working some during the sum­
mer to make up for some of the 
hours I missed during the school 
year. It’s strictly volunteer, 
though.”

Nicki also belonged to the Outer’s 
Club at the high school this year. The 
club organizes outdoor activities 
throughout the year, and this year 
Nicki participated in a camping ex­
pedition at the Pinery Provincial 
Park, a cross- country ski tour 
around Elora Gorge, and a late 
winter camping trip to Backus Mill.

Nicki had to miss the end of year 
canoe trip at Killarney Park last 

week, because orientation was 
beginning for her summer camp job.
“I worked last summer, though, 

as a Junior Ranger up north near 
Wawa,” Nicki says. “We would. 
canoe all day, stopping to cut por­
tages through the bush, and clearing 
campsites.” :

During her high school years, 
Nicki has also been very involved in , 
the school bands and orchestras.
“I began playing with the or- . 

chestra this year as well,” she said, 
“although I wasn’t able to take 
music because it wouldn’t fit into my 
timetable.”
“But the orchestra was changed to 

all strings, and I play flute, so I 
wasn’t with the New York City group 
this year.”

Nicki has also been studying ballet 
since kindergarten, and hopes to 
continue next year.
“I don’t want to stop,” she says. “I 

have taken modern dance classes 
before, so I may take modern dance 
or jazz at Western to keep it up.”

But with a timetable including ad­
vanced courses in chemistry, 
biology, physics, calculus and 
english, Nicki realizes there may be 
little time for dance.
“I’m looking at eight more years 

of school,” she says. “I can apply to 
medical school after first year, but 
not many get in that quickly. I’ll see 
if I can get in after second year, and 
then there will be four years of med 
school, and two years of internship.”
“Right now,” she says, “I think 

I’d like to be a general practitioner. I 
really liked it up north, and I’d like 
to go to a small community up there 
and practice as a GP.”

The same citizenship, involve­
ment and concern for others which 
won Thamesford’s Nicki Baigent the 
Kiwanis Citizenship Award in 1986 
will apparently go beyond our com­
munity in the years to come.



! rNair s e spentfivey ears 
isolated in the Arctic

BY HELEN W. FOSTER

Cut off from the outside world 
for months at a time, living in a 
community of 370 Inuit and 10 
whites, Elizabeth Banks spent 
five years in the Artic, four 
miles from the Hudson Strait.

Looking back at her exper­
iences she admits that she 
wouldn’t do it again but was 
glad that she had the opport­
unity when it came. “It taught 
us a lot,” she said.

Elizabeth’s husband, Mich­
ael, accepted a Federal Gov­
ernment teaching post in the 
isolated community of Suglux in 
northern Quebec. Although they 
had two very young children, 
they decided they should travel 
while the children were little. 
They had applied to several 
places before accepting the 
Government position. '

When she arrived with 
one-year-old Scott and four-, 
month-old Jenny, -Elizabeth 

• found that she was the only, 
person with medical training in1 
a 1,000 mile radius. As a trained 
nurse with a good deal of 
practical experience, she sim­
ply “fell” into the unofficial 
position of medic for Sugluk and 
other isolated communities. It 
was a far cry from the Women’s 
College Hospital in Toronto or 
Emergency in Kitchener- 
Waterloo.

Elizabeth now shrugs off the 
enormity of her position. There 
were nurses, she pointed out,( 
but they came and left. In her 
five years in the little com­
munity she helped out where 
she was able. For example, they 

| were connected to other com­
munities by telephone and she 
laughs as she remembers 
giving instructions on deliver­
ing a baby, to the dispenser in 
another area. |

The school wherp her husband 

worked played a very large role 
in the community she said. The 
Inuit parents do not exercise the 
same parental control or 
discipline as those in our culture , 
and the school adopted a- ’ 
parental role with the young 
students. For instance, Eskimo > 
parents do not give gifts to their 
children; a natural outcome of a 
survival community where all * 
must be shared. The school 
would distribute gifts at Christ­
mas time. They had a lunch 
program for the children and ,

, baths once a week. As Elizabeth 
' describes it, the children were 1 
loved as well as taught by the 
teachers. It was a fusion of the; 
two cultures.

For four months of the year, 
they were in complete isolation 
with little radio and no planes. 
Nestled in the mountains, 
Sugluk had no airstrip and the 
bush planes would land on the 
water. At freeze-up, they 
couldn’t come down on the 
fragile ice and had to wait until 
the ice was 22 inches thick 
before it was safe. The waiting 
period would take up to four 
months, September to Dec­
ember.

Elizabeth remembers the ice 
being checked day by day, inch 
by icy inch, until the drilled hole 
showed that 22 inches of crust 
had developed. In what must be 
a classic form of under­
statement, she said, “We were 
sort of stranded!”

Traumatic things happened. 
There were flu epidemics and 
the Eskimo, who are more 
prone to respiratory infections, 
became dreadfully ill. Never 
having had communicable dis­
eases such as measles or 
chicken pox, they would become 
very sick. V

When disaster struck
She was impressed with their 

behaviour when disaster struck. 
One incident in particular is still 
vividly imprinted in her mem­
ory.

Three 1 men were lost in' a 
boating accident, leaving a total 
of 23 children. Everyone was 
involved in the search; every­
one helped. The loss in three 
families was a loss for everyone 
in the community. .

Yet there was no display of 
emotion from the ' families 
directly involved. “The Eskimo 
do not display their emotions” 
Elizabeth said. “They do not 
allow themselves the luxury of 
tears. They feel the loss just the 
same,” she said, “but a hard 
life has taught them to be 
fatalistic.”

Elizabeth laughed when she 
recalled the mistake that they 
made the first year when 
ordering food. Used to weekly 
shopping, she was faced with 
ordering for an entire year. “It 
was terrible” she sighed. The 
first year they got everything in 
tins - meat, vegetables, fruit. 
Not only did the food become 
incredibly dull but the effect of 
a diet consisting of nothing but^ 
।tinned foods became clearly1 
evident. They were listless and 

(drained of energy. She lost 11 
pounds that winter. “There is 
' nothing to chew in tinned 
I foods,” she said “and powdered 
;eggs are just not very exciting.” 
■ By the second year they were 
। wiser in the ways of surviving 
without a supermarket and 
ordered frozen food. • ■ •' a'*

The utter isolation caused 
little things that one usually 
takes for granted to acquire 
gigantic proportions. For in­
stance, there was no plumbing. 
Water was delivered • three 
times a week. With two small 

[children to care for it became a 
gruesome experience.
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Elizabeth Banks takes a short rest from her duties as health nurse at Ingersoll District Collegiate 
Institute.
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Husky attacks
• “I washed the kids in the 
washing machine once," Eliz­
abeth recalled. “Of course, I 
took the'agitator out first.” 
\Thick permafrost and a lack 

of wood led to an unusual 
• problem one winter when there 
j was a death in the community. 
; It took almost three days to dig 
I through the permafrost and 
l. then they found they did not 
■ have enough wood for the coffin. 
! They took up the wooden 
sidewalk to get the job done.

In spite of months of frost, 
< they could not use the outdoors 
as a freezer because the huskies 
would become wildly hungry, 
especially towards the end of 

। the winter. The hungry animals 
were free to roam and small 

i children were a natural target 
t for the semi-starved dogs.
' Her daughter Jenny was 
attacked by one but not 
seriously hurt, thanks to heavy 
winter clothing.

■ The Banks came back south 
every summer so they were not 
cut off from civilization com­
pletely for the five years. But 
there was a lot of adjustment to 
do with each trip. The crowds of 
people and the noise bothered 
them at first and the children 
caused a few raised eyebrows in 
the Kitchener area when they 
continued in their northern 
habits.

। It is customary up north to 
■ take off your boots when 
entering a building and the 
children continued to do so 
when they came south. Eliz­

. abeth would be completely 
1 unaware that her kids would be 
in a store in their sock feet, 

. having obediently taken off 
their shoes at the door. When 
the third child, Christopher, 
was two weeks old, they 
returned- to Sugluk on the last 
plane before freeze-up.

The young couple’s philoso­
phy was to travel while the 
children were still young, 
before education became a . 
problem. By the time they were 
ready to return south, their 
eldest, Scott, spoke Eskimo 
fairly fluently and Elizabeth felt 
that the total experience was 
good for them.
“I wouldn’t do it again,” she 

said, “but I’m glad we took the 
opportunity when we did.”

The Inuit language was 
difficult to learn. Elizabeth 
picked up a few words but used 
a guide on trips in her capacity 
as' nurse. In the schools, 
kindergarten to grade four an 
interpreter is used but from 
then on the classes are taught in 
English.

The people were shy and 
wonderful said Mrs. Banks. 
-“They were completely honest. 
We never locked the house and 
nothing was ever taken. They 
were friendly and open. If they 
didn’t like you, they told you 
so.” It was hard to take at first 
but Elizabeth felt that it was a 
much healthier attitude.
No alcohol problems

She felt they all learned a lot 
about living while they were 
.there. Most important of all, 
they learned to help each other. 
Helping was a part of life not 
something that was done in 
order to get help back. The 
brittle social veneer was not 
there. The important things 
were to be warm, to have 
enough to eat, to help one 
another and love.

They made their own fun and 
activities but generally, Eliz­
abeth confided, they were too 
busy for much leisure play.

There were no police, nor 
Were they needed she said. In 
their isolated community, dis­
cipline was administered by the 
council. Anyone caught doing 
wrong, was verbally torn apart 
by the community. It seemed to 
work. However, she stressed, 
because of the isolation, their 
community was different than 
others. They had no alcohol 
problems chiefly because there 
was no airstrip.

Drinking seal blood
The main source of income 

for the community was soap­
stone carving and welfare. 
Elizabeth found Artic char 
delicious, a cross between 
salmon and perch. Seal, walrus 
- they tried them all, although 
she drew the line at seal blood. 
“I just couldn’t drink it” she 
said, “but Michael (her hus­
band) did.”

Elizabeth has ambivalent 
feelings about the Inuit.; "We 
had ^10 ' go in” she said, 
explaining that the Eskimo 
community was being dec­
imated by TB. “We have done 
great harm” she said, “by 
introducing welfare and rob­
bing them of their incentive to 
fish and hunt. Without their 
traditional diet, they are robbed 
of their resistance and energy,; 
creating a vicious circle.”

Cut in epidemics

Yet she feels that we have 
done good as well. “Through 
education we have broadened 
their outlook and medically, we 
have helped by cutting down on 
TB and by increasing the 
number of live births,” she said. 
Immunization has cut down the 
size of epidemics and pre­
fabricated housing has given 
the Inuit better shelter. Eliz­
abeth feels strongly that they 
are improving their outlook on 
life.

In the matter of education, 
the Council which runs the 
community, also gets together 
with the principal of the school 
to discuss the program so it will 
serve the Inuit community. For 
example, the ability to sew 
traditionally as well as the skill 
for hunting were being lost. 
Both these skills were intro­
duced into the school program.

At her home in Embro, 
Elizabeth Banks and her family 
cherish the reminders of five 
years in the Artic - Inuit 
carvings and a polar bear rug.

Does she find her life quiet 
now as health nurse at Ingersoll 
District Collegiate Institute? 
“Not at all,” says Elizabeth. 
“Besides basic first aid, there is 
a lot of counselling to be done 
with the students.”
Future travel plans

Rather than putting on band 
aids, which is the public 
conception of a school nurse, 
she is quite busy with health and 
sex education and “lots and 
lots” of counselling.

Her husband Michael, is now 
the assistant supervisor of 
education for the department of 
Indidn and northern affairs in 
London.

Do future plans include 
travel?
“You never know what’s 

ahead” mused the former 
Elizabeth Sorby who travelled a 
great deal as a young girl in an 
armed forces family. “We 
would like to travel but for 
holidays this time.”
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SUSAN BANNON

She'll leave no stone unturned
By MARIITN SMUIDIRS 
of The Sentinel-Review

INGERSOLL — Working on an ar­
chaeological dig maybe isn’t as 
glamorous as an Indianna Jones 
movie, but for a student of classical 
studies, it sure was a lot of fun.

For the past two summers, Susan 
Bannon has flown to a Greek island 
in the Aegean Sea to sit in the dirt 
and sift through soil — looking for 
signs of an earlier culture. It’s the 
kind of experience Hollywood 
wouldn’t be interested in — there’s 
no mummies, holy grails or jewels to 
be recovered — just lots of pieces of 
pots, broken glass, metal objects and 
the few odd coins.

. "Some people might find it 
monotonous," smiled Bannon, a 
mother of two, across her kitchen 
table. "But archaeology is a science, 
not a scavenger hunt."

Bannon started her physically-

demanding day at 7 am., finishing 
up around 3 p.m. in an attempt to 
beat the hottest rays of the sun. As 
summer progressed, her day began 
even sooner.

Using a small trowel, Bannon pro­
bed layers of dirt in an excavation 
site approximately 30 metres square. 
Because of the precision of her work, 
she sometimes reached for equip­
ment as fine as that used by a den­
tist, including mini picks and 
toothbrushes.

The site, containing the remains of 
ancient city walls and of a Roman 
house built around the time of Caesar 
Augustus, is located in an old part of 
Mytilene, the capital of the Isle of 
Lesbos. Bannon worked and boarded 
with between 15 and 25 volunteers, 
mostly Canadian university students 
pursuing studies in classical 
civilizations.

Each day was rewarded with 
numerous discoveries, enthused 

Bannon. To the archaelogist’s eye, a 
shard of pottery provides clues to 
what life was like some 2,000 years 
ago. The design on the pot might tell 
what gods were important to the 
household or portray a scene from 
daily life. Even the clay, depending 
on where it came from, can deter­
mine trading patterns of an ancient 
people.

Bowl from red clay
Bannon's most prized find was an 

intact bowl fashioned out of red clay. 
It was dated to the first century.
"It's pretty amazing that 

something could survive that many 
years,” she said.

She's even unearthed bodies. The 
upper part of the site was used as a 
Turkish burial ground some 200 
years ago — “in the overall scheme 
of things, that’s pretty modern." The 
skeletons were eventually reburied 
in another part of the city.

Perhaps the most valued 
discoveries were terra cotta 
figurines that would have been of­
fered up at an altar to a god. Because 
they were in fairly good shape, the 
figurines will probably one day be 
seen in a museum.

Bannon, a former teacher, became 
interested in going on an ar­
chaeological dig as a natural exten­
tion of her love of Greek and Roman 
history that she studies at the 
University of Western Ontario. So, 
two years ago when a professor was 
looking for volunteers, Bannon 
jumped at the chance. After almost 
ten years of part time studies, she 
was finally able to experience what 
she'd only read about in university 
texts. "It’s a big difference when 
you've actually seen and held an ar­
tifact. It makes you curious to find 
out more.”

Participating in the digs has also 
brought a new dimension to her life.
“I enjoy it so much that that 

pleasure spills out into other areas. 
Plus, I’m lucky to have an 
understanding family,” said Bannon 
of husband Tim, and her children 
Erin, 13, and Matthew, 9.

SUSAN BANNON’S interest in Greek and relative to other countries in the Mediterra- 
libman history took her to the island of Lesbos nean basin. SfAjX IM 'Ei R 'El v X y­
in the Aegean Sea. This map shows Greece o iQro
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Local man restores paintings 
to original glory from home

By MARK REID
ol Ingersoll This Week ____ __

Keith Bantock helps keep paint­
ings in southern Ontario galleries in 
the publics view.

The Thainesford-area man is an 
art conservator, a position which in­
volves weeks of painstaking work to 
bring paintings back to near-origi­
nal glory.

While a good portion of his profes­
sion entails cleaning away years of 
dirt and working with discolored 
varnish, the job also involves the re­
storation of design loss where paint 
no longer exists, in addition to other 
structural repairs.

The job is by no means as simple 
as having your favorite coat dry- 
cleaned, nor is this task as inexpen­
sive.

Structural repairs to paintings 
can be minor or extensive.

The rack the canvas is stretched 
over may have to be reinforced 
while a badly deteriorated canvas 
will have to be placed on new 
material.

Over time, fiber-based canvas 
will deteriorate, but a polyester­
based canvas — to which the origi­
nal work is transferred when nec­
essary — is much more durable and 
will last three to four times longer.

‘‘It’s sort of a reversal of roles,” 
the 33-year-old says of what hap­
pens to canvas oil paintings over the 
years.

“The oil paint film becomes in­
creasingly brittle and the canvas 
becomes increasingly weak so that 
(over time) the canvas has deterio­
rated to the point where the paint 
film is actually supporting the can­
vas rather than vice versa.”

Bantock is restricted to certain 
materials in his profession because 
all restoration work must be revers­
ible in case of more damage down 
the road.

"One of the main principles of 
conservation is that all of the 
materials that are used must be re­
versible fairly easily,” says Ban­
tock. who has a MA in art conserva­

tion from Queen's University.
“At any time in the future if fur­

ther treatments are required the 
treatments can be undone without 
any damage to the original paint­
ing.” '

After the damaged painting is ad­
hered to the new canvas, it will be 
cleaned using small cotton swabs 
with a variety of solvents, none of 
which will harm the painting.

Design losses, or missing portions 
of paintings, are filled with waxes 
then pigments will be used to match 
the original color.
“Retouching design losses is the 

most time-consuming step.”
His aim is to restore paintings so 

they last for a couple of generations.
Bantock, who notes it is hard to 

predict how long a painting will last, 
became interested in art conserva­
tion while earning a BA in art his­
tory from the University of Toronto.

He said it is difficult for a student 
to do a thesis on a particular paint­
ing when its true colors cannot be 
seen through the dirt.

Although he does repair paintings 
held privately, most of his work 
comes from galleries.

His diagnosis of a painting comes 
following an examination. He then 
submits a written proposal to the 
gallery describing what can be 
done, how far his restoration work 
will go and how much it will cost.

He also promotes preventive 
maintenace.

All work is documented in words 
and photographs from the time it is 
delivered to his home until it is com­
pleted. That way, if additional work 
is required in he future, the person 
will know what has been done.

A regular member of the Interna­
tional Institute for Conservation — 
Canada Group and associate mem­
ber of American and International 
art conservation organizations, 
Bantock has worked at the Art Gal­
lery of Nova Scotia as a fine art con­
servator.

His education at Queen’s has 
given him the scientific background 
needed to restore paintings, while 
work in the field has given him the 
experience to open his private prac­
tice. Few people are accepted to the 
university program and there are 
not many graduates.

His services do not come cheap 
because he follows guidelines set 
down by several associations.

Asked if there was a lot of money 
to be had, Bantock replied: "Well, 
it depends on what you mean by a 
lot.
“I don’t think so myself — I wish 

there was more. Sometimes you can 
make an estimate on something be­
fore you even start working on it 
hoping that you will be able to build 
in a certain level of profit. And fre­
quently you can,” he says.
“Almost as frequently, treat­

ments take much longer than you 
have anticipated.”



Retired florist, 92, ^ets ready 
for her repeat performanceIsabel Baxter of Ingersoll made the official bouquet when the queen mother visited the town in 1939.
By Alison Uncles 
77ie ondon Free Press

INGERSOLL — Flower fashion 
has changed since 1939.

And in keeping with the new 
image, 92-year-old retired florist 
Isabel Baxter, who made the offi­
cial bouquet for 
Queen Mother 
Elizabeth dur­
ing her 1939 
visit to this Ox­
ford County 
town, is per­
forming a new 
and improved 
repeat perfor­
mance for her 
1989 visit.

Miniature 
carnations will replace large ones, 
freesia will replace lily of the val­
ley, and orchids will be imported 
from Holland rather than supplied 
locally.

Because, as any flower guru will 
tell you, what was “hip” in 1939 
just isn’t happening in 1989. Big 
and bulky is out; small and dainty 
is in.

Still, Baxter says she’ll try to 
work with modern imported flow­
ers and fads to create a bouquet 
similar to the original pink-and- 
white effort she and her late hus­
band created in 1939 from flowers 
grown in their Ingersoll 
greenhouses.

Baxter's chance to repeat her 
petal prowess for the queen moth­
er was arranged by an Ingersoll 
florist, who suggested it to the 
protocol office of Ontario's minis­
try of intergovernmental affairs.

She'll present her bouquet at 
London Airport just before the 
queen mother leaves London on 
Friday afternoon to return to 
Toronto.

Baxter is planning an overflow­
ing, old-fashioned-style “presen­
tation” bouquet, with stems tied 
with ribbons that the queen moth­
er can hold in the crook of her arm 
— about 45 flowers strong, bounti­
ful but dainty. ’

BOOKS, PICTURES: On Baxter's 
living room table sits a book about 
King Edward VII and his mistress­
es. Beside her are framed pictures 
of the queen mother and her

Susan Bradnam,7he London iree Press
Retired florist Isabel Baxter of Ingersoll will present the queen 
mother with a bouquet during her visit Friday. Baxter made the 
official boilquet for a visit 50 years ago and holds a newspaper 
clipping of the event.

-R.8Weff.1WMB
□ What are the queen mother's favorite flowers? Spring flow­
ers, especially tulips and freesia in mauve, yellow and white.

[J How many bouquets will she receive during her London 
visit? Five, officially at least,

□ What will happen to flowers used for her visit to London?
Ones presented to the queen mother will be brought back to her 
Canadian household in Toronto. Those used to decorate tables 
at official functions will be donated to local hospitals.

daughter Queen Elizabeth. Ou a 
shelf under the television set is a 
magazine with the Princess of 
Wales on the cover.

“I'm very royal," she says, “and 
I'm especially royal about my 
Scottish queen."

There's no need to ask if she's 
excited about the meeting the 
queen mother. "It's delightful It's 
something I never thought would 

happen to me."
A self-pronounced expert on 

royal protocol. Baxter isn't suit; 
what she'll say Io the queen moth­
er during their brief meeting.

“You have to wait to find out 
what the queen says to you."

Chances arc the conversation 
will be about longevity . . . Baxter 
is up four years on the royal great­
grandmother.



Presents bouquet of flowers to Queen Mother

Isabel Baxter does Ingersoll proud!
Story and phofoi 
by MARILYN SMULDERS 
cl The Sentinel-Review

LONDON — Diminutive Isabel 
Baxter lowered herself slowly in­
to a waiting chair, outstretching 
her hands to accept a cup of tea. 
After taking a sip of the sweet li­
quid, she gave a sigh followed by 
tne announcement: "I really 
needed that.”

Only minutes before Baxter 
presented Queen Mother 
Elizabeth with a dainty bouquet of 
pink carnations, freeshia and or­
chids. Baxter arranged (he bou­
quet herself — just as she did 50 
years ago during the Queen 
Mother’s first tour of Canada.

* ‘ I was worried about 
remembering my little speech," 
said Baxter, who told the Queen 

' Mother that she was extending a 
welcome to her on behalf of the 
senior citizens and the mayor of 
Ingersoll. Close friend Harry 
Shelton, also a florist, stood at her 
side.

"She (Queen Mother) looked 
tired. I figured she had a long 
day,” added the 92-year-old with a 
note of concern in her Scottish- 
accented voice.

The Queen Mother’s plane land­
ed in London about 12:30 p.m. Fri­
day. The 88-year-old matriarch 
clad in blue and beige folds of silk 
was greeted by a number of 
dignitaries including Ontario's 
Lieutenant-Governor Lincoln 
Alexander, Ontario Premier 
David Peterson, and London 
Mayor Tom Gosnell.

From the airport, she was 
whisked off to the London 
Regional Art Gallery to dine on 
poached Alantic salmon. Her 
itinerary also included stops at 
Parkwood Hospital, where she 
dedicated a new veterans wing 
and at Banting House, where she 
unveiled a statue of Sir Frederick 
Banting and lit the Flame of 
Hope. By the time she returned to 
the airport in the evening, she was 
about a half hour behind 
schedule; the Queen Mother is 
well known for talking at leisure 

with the people she meets.

THOUSANDS OF FLAG WAVERS

Thousands of flag wavers from 
across southwestern Ontario were 
rewarded for waiting in the hot 
sun with a glimpse at the popular 
royal. Beneath a wide brimmed 
hat accented with flowers, she 
dispensed her smiles.

Beverly Barns. Mary Kersten, 
Eva Hardy and Una Miklos were 
some of those wellwishers. They 
remembered seeing the Queen 
Mother, then the Queen consort, 
when they were children back in

ISABEL BAXTER of Ingersoll strolled up to 92-year-old had the job of making a bouquet for 
meet the Queen Mother's motorcade on the the Queen Mother, just as she did 50 years ago. 
arm of fellow florist Harry Shelton. The

1939.
"She’s a dear mum. She keeps 

waving back and forth. She’s so 
graceful,” said Barns, whose last 
memory of the Queen Mother and 
her husband King George VI is of 
two shrinking dots on the back of 
the royal train when it passed 
through Chatham.

''For me, seeing the Queen all 
those years ago was something 
special, especially in those strain­
ed times before the war,” said 
Marion Blaney, who brought 
along her granddaughter Jennifer 

. to catch her enthusiasm.

Even Premier David Peterson 
couldn't restrain from gushing 
when he described the Queen 
Moher.

“She’s gracious to everyone 
and never runs out of things to 
say,” said Peterson, who said the 
Queen Mother was particularly 
touched by her visit to Parkwood 
Hospital where she spoke with 
many veterans of the Second 
World War. “These were the guys 
who gave up their health fighting 
for the flag she symbolizes. My 
heart really went out to them,” 
the premier said.



Young pianist is also
By JOE KONECNY 

Sentinel-Review staff writer
INGEROLL — Greg 

Beaumont used to fool his 
piano teacher quite often.

A decade ago, he attended 
regular classes and his 
talented fingers would float 
gracefully across the 
keyboards as if he'd been 
practicing faithfully.

But 10 years later, with his 
confidence as a composer 
growing every day, 
Beaumont admits he 
deceived the instructor.

The truth is, he often 
neglected his assignments 
because he found the 
keyboard homework was too 
easy.

"Yes, she thought I 
practiced a lot," he recalled 
during a recent interview. 
"But I never did as much 
practicing as she wanted.

"Songs would come very 
easily for me and I guessed I 
was gifted with a special 
talent."

Although he toyed with his 
musical abilities for some 
time, he eventually realized 
his fondness for the art form 
and buckled down.

Now, al the age of 19, 
Beaumont is grateful for 
Marian Coyle's guidance and 
he's looking forward to 
publishing his first book of 
originally composed music.

During the interview, (his 
reporter was entertained by 
numerous contemporary 
tunes — including Billy 
Joel's hit song Strangers.

He pulled some sheet 
music from a drawer and 
proceeded to tap lightly on 
the keys as he introduced an 
original song.

"I call this Clouds," the 
former Ingersoll District 
Collegiate Institute student 
said. "I gave it that title 
because when I played it at 
school one of my friends told 
me it sounded like clouds 
floating in the sky.”

Then his fingers seemed to 
float effortlessly over the 
ivory as he played 
Beethoven’s Moonlight 
Sonata.

When questioned about his 
intense concentration during 
the song Beaumont replied: 
“I feel just about the same 
emotions the composer felt 
when he wrote the song".

Beaumont, who admits to 
being an emotional person, 
often releases frustrations 
through playing the piano. 
And his good moods are 
conveyed through notes too.

"I rarely get depressed 
any more...maybe music has 
helped me in that way.
II APPIER

"I find that I'm much 
happier since I started 
playing the piano," he added. 
"1 just sit down and play and 
it seems to vent my anger

a composer

and emotions."
Beaumont didn't start 

playing the instrument to 
create a release valve. He 
just wanted to reach a degree 
of competance where he'd be 
able to read and play sheet 
music.
“I didn't anticipate being 

able to create a song," he 
said, adding he has con- 
sciouly written music for five 
years. "I guess for emotional 
people, book music isn't 
enough of a challenge and 
they want to expand."

His interest in music 
started when he was in 
Grade 1 at Victory Memorial 
school and he competed in a 
singing contest. ’

It wasn't until he was in 
Grade 3 that he approached 
Mrs. Coyle for lessons. At 
that time he had idolized a 
music teacher who travelled 
Io local elementary schools 
and taught piano.

"I just wanted to be able to 
play like Mr. Edmunds," he 
said, referring to the 
teacher.

"I can still remember the 
first song I played,” Ke

added, before performing the 
simple melody.

When he attended IDCI, 
Harold Ricidolls — now 
retired from the music 
department — also in­
fluenced his work.

One of the highlights of his 
early playing years was his 
appearance on CFPL’s 
Junior Talent Hour where he 
performed two songs and 
was awarded a com­
memorative plaque.

Beaumont also performed 
in various local competitions 
and sometimes displayed his 
genius on instruments other 
than the piano.

The cello, tuba and guitar 
are also part of his reper­
toire, but he often lays them 
aside to return to his favorite 
instrument. He has difficulty 
expressing himself on 
anything hut his piano.
( OMMl NIC ATE

"Yes, it helps me com­
municate," he said, doodling 
on his piano as he spoke.

"I am a much more open 
person now," he added. “I 
guess once you learn to 
express yourself in one way

(P* j c ‘ o f J )
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GKEG BEAUMONT adds a note to an arrangement he is composing. He hopes to 
have his work published some day.
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ton the piano) it makes it 
much easier to express 
yourself in other ways too."

But his compositions are 
basically reflections of his 
moods at this point in his 
career.

"In some ways I can be 
very emotional and 
sometimes I can't express 
my emotions so then I in­
corporate it into my music," 
he said. “1 just sit down and 
play something...it's sort of 
spontaneous."

Composing music is 
another bullet. The creative 
knack is extremely valuable 
to Beaumont since it means 
he's able to convey his 
emotions to anyone "without 
saying a word".

"Composing is an art and 
my songs will get the same 
response in Africa and they 
can relate to it in the same 
way."

Beaumont has always 
regarded music not only as 
an art. but as a science as 
well. The performance part 
of his hobby is an art, he said, 
while the various notations 
form the scientific aspect.

And it wasn't surprising 
when he said he had found a 
way to combine the two.

lie's very “deeply" 
devoted to computors — the 
miniature set up in his 
bedroom is proof — and he 
hopes to delve into the 
“facinating” world of syn­
thesizers later in his life, 
possibly after he returns 
from 4he military.

Within the next few 
months, he’ll be given his 
uniform and sent to boot 
camp and his trade training 
there will centre around 
electronics.

He's looking forward to (he 
military since "music will 
remain my hobby and I won't 
lose the fun aspect".

Greg Beaumont has heard 
too many tales of 
professionals who grow 
bored of their constant ex­
posure to music and he 
doesn't want that to strike 
close to home.

"Discipline is something 
everyone needs . I'll learn to 
focus on one particular 
thing ..and I think it will be 
very useful.”

cPaa< a.tJ ) T-vy 3, nr®



Poet preparing second 
book for publication
BY

YVONNE HOLMES MOTT

Her soft voice has a 
constant musical lilt to it 
and there is a sparkle in 
her eyes as she discusses 
modestly, and yet with a 
sense of wonder, how she 
became a poet.

Isabelle Beeson, of R.R. 
3, Ingersoll, has published 
two lx>oks of poetry and is 
working on a third one. 
Yet, until three-years-ago 
she liad never written a line 
of poetry and was only 
mildly interested in it

“It happened one morn­
ing in church” she explain­
ed, “out of the clear blue 
sky four lines kept coming 
to me and I couldn’t ignore 
them”. When the service 
was over Mrs. Beeson went 
back to the choir room and 
wrote down those lines. She 
has been writing lines of 
poetry ever since, nearly 
all of which are devotional 
in nature and many of 
which have been published.

Perha])s it was because 
she was so busy before that 
she was not aware earlier 
of what she sincerely 
believes is her God-given 
gift. Her husband, Edward, 
is a retired army officer 
but her days as the wife of a 
sergeant-major were busy 
ones as she travelled 
across the country with her 
husband and family.

Mrs. Beeson looks on her 
seven years at Camp 
Borden after the war, as 
her happiest years in army 
life, probably because it 
was during that period that 
her three children were 
born. All three children, 
now adults, are very proud 
of their mother’s accom­
plishments. Her daughter 
Norma Jean, Mrs. M. 
LeLacheur is now of Lower 
Sackville, Nova Scotia 
while daughter Dianne, 

Mrs. B. Hopkins resides in 
Halifax. Son Robert is in 
London, Ontario. Mrs. 
Beeson has five grand­
children, “all little Blue 
Noses” whom she doesn’t 
see nearly as often as she 
would like.

After leaving Camp Bor­
den, Sergeant-Major and 
Mrs. Beeson bought a new 
home in London and lived 
there only six months when 
he was posted to Halifax, 
where they lived for almost 
10 years. From there they 
were moved to Kingston for. 
a year, to Montreal'for six 
years and then back to 
London where they spent a 
couple of months with Mr. 
Beeson's parents, Mrs. L. 
Beeson and the late Leon­
ard Beeson.

They spent some time 
looking for just the right 
place and, thanks to an 
area real estate agent 
whom they met socially, 
the found exactly the home 
they were looking for just 
outside of Ingersoll. Mrs. 
Beeson recalls with a smile 
that she stepped out of the 
car and without even 
seeing (he inside of the 
house exclaimed "This is 
it.” Her instinct proved to 
lx? correct and she and her 
husband “love it there”.
“We are both small town 

people at heart” she 
explained when questioned 
how she happened to settle 
on a small town after 
spending so much of her 
life in large cities.

Among the many advant­
ages to living where they 

do, laughs Mrs. Beeson, is 
that she can indulge in one 
of her other interests to her 
heart’s content and without 
disturbing a neighbor. She 
is interested in all forms of 
music and loves to play at 
the organ with all the stops 

. out.
“I never have to worry 

about bothering a neigh­
bor, we have so much land 
around us” she explains. 
Mrs. Beeson also plays an 
accordian and is a member 
of the Baptist Church Choir 
in Ingersoll. She is also a 

member of the Ingersoll 
Music Club.

She is interested in all 
forms of art, but admits 
defeat in the visual arts 
field. “I would love to 
paint” she mourns and 
then chuckles, “but it 
really is sad, my roses 
come out looking like 
turnips.”

She is very grateful that 
her son Robert has the 
same talent. He wrote a 
considerable amount of 
poetry while attending 
George Williams Univer­
sity at Montreal and while 
he was al the University of 
Western Ontario, his poem 
“Come by Train" was set 
to music and presented as a 
musical drama on CFPL- 
TV. His mol her is hoping 
that he will return to 
writing now that he is so 
pleased to see her poetry 
published.

Mis. Beeson's (wo books 
were published privately 
by her. Quiet Thoughts was 
published in May 1977 and 
Life’s Like That was 
published in May 1978. Two 
of her poems have been 
published by The Ingersoll 
Times and other poems 
have been published by The 
Evangelical Recorder, a 
magazine published by the 
Ontario Bible College in 
Toronto.

Last year (he local poet 
entered a competition in 
the USA although she fell 
she didn’t stand a chance

Be
J Svelte.
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“being a woman and being 
a Canadian”. To her 
surprise, however, she won 
an "honorable mention”. 
And with that honorable 
mention award came an 
invitation to be listed in 
Who’s Who in Poetry 1978. 
The latter is described in 
the award letter as “an 
official publication that 
will remain a permanent 
historical record of ach­
ievement made in poetry 
through distribution to the 
U.S. Library of Congress of 
Washington D.C. and to

libraries and universities 
world wide”. The first 
poem she ever wrote, titled 
“God’s Love” was entered 
into another competition 
and gained her mem­
bership in the National 
Society of Poets. Another of 
her poems is to be included 
in a hard covered book of 
Canadian poetry, titled 
“Today”.

Although the majority of 
her poems are devotional 
ones, there are other 
aspects to her poetry too. 
She writes special occasion 
pieces tor many people, on 
request, and some of these, 
such as her salutation to a 
lady celebrating her 101 
birthday, are included in 
her b(x>ks. Some of her 
poetry is very personal and 
this is revealed in poems 
written for her husband, 
her children and her 
grandson'.

11 Is all simple poetry and 
meant to be that way. 
Created while she is doing 
the dishes or making the 
beds, the poems come from 
her heart and it is her 
fervent hope that they 
reach the hearts of her 
readers. She has had a 
"warm response" to both 
books which, in Oxford 
County, are available in 
Merrifield’s Book Store 
and The Christian Supply 
Centre in Woodstock and in 
Carr's Book and China

Shop in Ingersoll.
Mrs. Beeson likes to 

receive feed-back from her 
poetry and is very happy 
that many people have 
chosen to include one of the 
slim, soft-covered books 
with a greeting card on 
special occasions.

Her first book, Quiet 
Thoughts, approaches 
many subjects but to this 
reader one of the most 
touching ones is titled 
“Why” and is reprinted 
here with the author’s 
permission.

Why
Does there have to be 
reason, why
We turn to God in prayer, 
Why do we only tell Him 
About our troubles and our 
cares?
When everything is bright

and gay
We put it off, till another 
day
We haven’t got time to stop 
and say
Thank you Lord, for your 
love today.
Oh I'm sure ’twould make 
Him happy
If, just for once He’d hear 
Us thanking Him, for little 
things
He does through-out the 
year.
It doesn’t have to be in 
Church
Or any special time, 
It only takes a minute 
To have God on the line. 
He never is too busy 

To hear what you have to 
say,
So stop what your are doing 
Take time, to think, and 
then
Say thank you Lord, for 
giving me
This day, to make amends.

Life’s Like That follows 
the precedent of the first 
book although there are 
more poems in it and the 
poet's delightful whimsical 
humor shows through more 
often as in pieces like 
“Salesclerk Lament”, 

written while she was 
working in an Ingersoll 
department and in “Our 
Cat". Different poems will 
appeal to different readers, 
but this writer’s favorite 
poem in the second book, in 
fact in the entire collection 
is a very poignant 16 line 
verse titled “I/mely”.

Lonely
Darling I'm lonely without 
you
The day seems endless and 
then,
The night closes in around 
me
And I long for your arms 
again.
Just hold me close and tell 
me
The words I'm longong to 
hear,
Say that you'll always love 
me
And want to have me near 
I love you with all my heart 
and soul
There's no other one for 
me,
So darling, please hold me 
close
And kiss me tenderly.
My lips keep repeating I 
love you
Why can’t yours do the 
same
Why must I be the one to 
say
I love you, again and again.

Wlia lever her topic, 
whatever her approach, 
whether the subject is a 
direct prayer of thanks­
giving. a salutation to a 

, neighbor, or a comment on 
coffee breaks, each poem is 
a celebration of life and in 
that fact probably lies the., 
key to Mrs. Beeson’s 
success.

Jail??A
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Isabelle Beeson of R.R. 3, Ingersoll, has published two books of poetry and is presently 
working on a third; but until three years ago she had never written a line of prose. Iler 
interest in words has mushroomed and her poetry now plays an integral part in her life.
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We have a mystery. Carolyn Graham and Dr. Jaek Rosen of 
London are looking for information about this bool$ which once 
belonged to an Ingersoll chiropractor named Dr. Richard C. 
Best.

(Photo by Pauline Ken )

Facts on former owner of 
veterinary book sought
By PAULINE KERR
for The Sentinel.Review

INGERSOLL — Dr. James Rosen is a 
London veterinarian who has an exlen- 
si ve collection of veterinary 
inemoribilia.

Included in his collection is a book

once owned by “Dr. Richard C. Best, 
Drugless Physician, Carroll Street, In­
gersoll, Canada," according to its 
inscription

Rosen, who acquired the book from 
the widow of Dr. John Martin Rice, a 
London veterinarian, is mystified. He 
wonders how the Veterinary Handbook 
anti Visiting last came to be in the 
possession of the Ingersoll drugless 
physician.

Don McLagan of Ingersoll, whose 
daughter Carolyn Graham works at 
Rosen's clinic has learned that Dr. Best 
was a chiropractor who practiced in In­
gersoll in the 1930s. The mystery con­
tinues. Did the chiropractor treat 
animals? Anyone with information can 
call -185-4092
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I Pond a big concern for Beynon
Clifford Beynon would like to see something 

done with Smith’s Pond.
The 83-year-old Beynon, originally from 

South Wales, came to Canada in 1928 on his own 
and went on to the prairies during the years of 
the Great Depression. He wound up in Ingersoll 
in 1941.

The pond, which at the present time looks 
more like a swamp, lies on the western side of 
Beynon’s 49 Wellington St. home. When the 
house was purchased by him in 1944, the area’s 
six and one half acres “was full of water.”

Sailboats roamed the pond’s surface during 
the summers of years gone by. In the winter, 
“you could see hundreds of kids skating.”

The pond scene took a turn for the worse 
about a dozen years ago during a “very serious. 
ice storm.” A tree on the water’s edge filled 
with ice and fell over, taking out a section be­
side the pond’s dam.

Long gone are the sailboats and skating child­
ren, along with the wildlife that used to call the 
area home.

“There were tens of thousands of toads in the 
old days.

“Now I can’t find a toad or a frog in the 
place.”

Ducks and geese were included as resident 
members of the habitat. Loonies would also 
land there in the spring for a few weeks.

Today, the area is “full of vermin of every 
description.”

Beynon said he has talked to “the powers that 
be” concerning the state of the pond but his ef­
forts have not gotten him anywhere. He would 
like to see a four foot high barrier installed in 
the area to keep the water in.

“It (restoring the pond) is just a dream for 
me. I’ll never see it in my day.

“I’m very unhappy that nothing’s been done 
about it.

Clifford Beynon

“It’s unfair to children.
“It’s a disgrace to the town.” '
Smith’s Pond is not Beynon’s only local envi­

ronmental concern. A past president of Inger­
soll’s Horticultural Society, he keeps busy with 
the flowers and vegetables in his garden.

“I’m a flower lover.
“Even in this day and age there’s nothing you 

can do to equal nature ... to plant a seed 
smaller than the head of a pin and then get a 
14 inch flower.

“And it’s alive.”

Th,^ bJ&K.
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J.C. Herbert and Helen Beynon

Pair win bicentennial awards
INGERSOLL - Two 

local residents learned last 
week they’re two of 1,984 
Ontario citizens receiving 
bicentennial medals for 
community service.

J.C. Herbert of 108 Duke 
St., and Helen Beynon of 49 
Wellington Ave., were 
notified by mail that 
Premier Willian Davis will 
honor them sometime in 
December for their efforts.

‘‘It's an honor of 
course,” Herbert said. “1 
appreciate it but I think 
they’re a lot of other people 
who deserve it."

The retired high school 
principal has held various 
posts within the communi­
ty, including being a past­
president of the Kiwanis 
club, terms as town coun­
cillor and PUC commis­
sioner, plus serving on the 

excutive of the lawn bowl­
ing and curling clubs.

Herbert has been 
honored in the past for his 
services, winning the In­
gersoll Citizen of the Year 
award and the Coronation 
medal.

Hard work and com­
munity service must run in 
the Herbert family as his 
brother in Mitchell has 
also been chosen for the 
award.

Mrs Beynon expressed 
her surprise al being 
chosen for the medal As 
president of the Gold Age 
Club, she spends a great 
deal of lime visiting senior 
citizens al the various nur­
sing homes and hospitals.

’’They’ve both been 
super people over the 
years." said Mayor Doug 
Harris. The award 
recognizes "the lifelong 
devotion they've shown to 
the community — they've 
done a lot "

The two residents will 
likely be invited to Queen's 
I’ark lor an o 11 ica 1 
ceremony.



Pair earns Bicentennial medals
Helen Beynon, and J. C. Herbert, both 

long lime Ingersoll residents, have been 
awarded provincial Bi-Centennial medals.

Mrs Beynon, 70, has been involved with 
the Golden Age Club for 25 years, and is 
currently their president

Helen Beynon

J.C. Herbert

Mr. Herbert, who would say only that he is 
“over 70" has been involved in many 
activities over the years, primarily through 
the Kiwanis club and St. Paul's Pres­
byterian Church

The provincial government is awarding 
1,984 of the commemorative medals to 
people for outstanding community service 
work: “To people who quietly and selflessly 
help those who need help, people who give no 
thought of compensation and who give part 
of their lives to bettering the lives of 
others."

Themedalsare madeof golden nickel, are 
minted in Ottawa, and are engraved with 
the Ontario coat of arms on one side and the 
Bi Centennial emblem on the other.

Each town was able to nominate a number 
of candidates depending on the population; 
Ingersoll was able to nominate three A 
request was sent out to local service clubs 
asking for their suggestions, and town 
council picked three from all the submis­
sions made. They then sent the names on to 
the provincial selection committee.

All the winners, including both of Inger­
soll’s were notified that they had won a 
medal by a letter signed by Premier Bill 
Davis.

They and the other winners from the 
region, will be given their medals at an 
awards ceremony to be held within a month.

When Mrs. Beynon got the letter, she said 
she was quite thrilled

"But you don't do it for that," she told the 
Times "It’s quite an honor, but Its not what 
you thing about 25 years back when you 
start to do it.”

J. C. Herbert was no less modest about his 
medal

"There are many like me who are just as 
worthy 1 guess it's just because I've been at 
it a little bit longer," he said.

Mayor Doug Harris, who has known them 
both for many years, was less restrained 
than they were in discussing their accomp­
lishments.

"They are both fantastic people. I have 
the highest regard for both of them They 
have contributed to their community over 
their entire lives; they have never quit 
giving. They are the reason communities 
survive, and have what they have," he said.

The Bi-Centennial medal Is the third 

commemorative medal that Mr Herbert 
has won He won a Coronat ion medal in 1953, 
and a Centennial medal in 1967

"The third one is a bit of a thrill It's 
gratifying to know that there are those who 
still feel you are entitled to it," said Mr 
Herbert.

He says that at the moment he is "not 
gainfully employed, but meaningfully occu­
pied "

Meaningfully occupied is something he 
has been for a long time He has been 
a member of the Ingersoll Kiwanis Club for 
more than 50 years He has been the 
president of the Kiwanis Club, the Ingersoll 
YMCA, the Curling Club and the Lawn 
Bowling Club

He has also done extensive volunteer work 
with St. Paul's Presbyterian Church; he has 
been a church elder, has worked on meals on 
wheels.

He was a town councillor for two years, 
and was also a member of the Ingersoll 
Public Utilities Commission for two years

Mr Herbert taught for many many years 
and was a school administrator for many 
years. For 24 years, he was principal at 
Ingersoll District Collegiate Institute. He 
hired Mayor Doug Harris.

Mrs. Beynon's dedication has been no less 
impressive She has worked with the Golden 
Age Club for 25 years, and in those years has 
contributed immeasurably to the building of 
the Senior Citizens Centre. She is very 
talented musically and has led many sing 
alongs and rhytm bands there and al the 
Alexandra Hospital where she puts in time 
regularly.

She is involved with the Senior's Catering 
service and making quilts, and as president 
she organizes many of the club's activities.

She came to Ingersoll in 1941 with her 
young family and raised them here. Iler 
children have since moved away to various 
places around the province, but she said 
they were all very excited when she told 
them she had won.

Our congratulations are due Mrs. Beynon 
and Mr. Herbert for being among the small 
group of Ontarians to be honored with a 
Bi-Centennial medal. Our thanks are also 
due to them for all the years of work and 
service they have put into the community, 
from which we have all benefit led.



Ingrrcoll realdenl Helen Beynon wai among 1,164 clUiena al the province Io be 
honored for their efforts is volunteers during a ipeel al p men Lit I on of blcenlennial 
medals and certificates Sunday. A lota! of 34 Oiford County residents received the 
honor. Making the presentations to Oiford County recipients at the county court 
house In Woodstock Sunday evening were, London Sooth MPP Gordon Walker, 
right, and Oiford MPP Dick Treleaven. left. Other recipients of the bicentennial 
medal from Ingersoll who could not be present were: Dr. John Lawson, now living 
on the west coast; and J.C. Herbert away on vacalloa. (Staff Photo)

Bicentennial 
medals are 
presented

Hundreds of volunteers across the pro 
vince, including 34 from Oxford County, 
were honored on Sunday with the presents 
(ion of bicentennial medals and cer 
tifica tes

More than 200 spectators -■ family and 
friends of Ihe recipients - packed the 
supreme court room in the Oxford County 
courthouse in Woodstock Sunday evening 
as London South MPP Gordon Walker, 
who is the province's justice secretary, 
and Oxford MPP Dick Treleaven made the 
presentations.

"There are hundreds of thousands ol 
them (volunteers) throughout this pro 
vince," Mr. Walker said "Most of the time 
they go about their work quietly, without 
fanfare or though! of recognition or 
reward.”

But he said the work they do leaves its 
mark on all of us. "We can see the results 
of volunteerism wherever we look ”

Mr Walker told the crowd Iha I the com 
munilies across Ontario could not have 
been built or function as well as they do to 
day without volunteers and their generous 
spirit of giving and caring

During this bicentennial year of the pro 
vince, "we pay tribute not only to dales bul 
to (he experience (hat has molded the 
character of Ontario Community service 
is a pillar of (hat strong and vibranl 
character," he said,

On Sunday, in 30 ceremonies across the 
province. 1.964 medals were presented to 
people whose names were put forward by 
their communilies as those who best il 
Continued on Page S

The effort! of 34 community-minded realdenta of Oiford County 
were honored, along with 1.98-4 acroii the province, during the 
preitntatlon of apeclal bicentennial medala In Wooditock Sunday 
evening. Tboae receiving the award! In South-Wcit Oiford 
Township from London South MPP Gordon Walker, left, and

Oiford MPP Dick Treleaven. right, were: left from Mr. Walker, 
Dora Sykei, of BrownivIHe; Linda Hammond of R.R l, Mount 
Elgin; Kathleen (Kit) Caffyn, R R 5 Ingerioll; Gord Wiseman, 
R H I, Wooditock and William Wallace, R R.4. Ingerioll. (Staff 
Photo)
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Cifizen of the year proud 
of seniors* independence
Ingersoll's senior citizens 

don't take handouts from the 
government or anybody else, 
Helen Beynon said.

The head of the 17-year-old 
Golden Age group said: “Here 
we’re self-supporting. The 
senior citizens don't get 
government grants. We’re in­
dependent on the town. We make 
our own money.’’

Mrs. Beynon had been asked 
to comment Sunday on the 
Canadian Legion's award 
naming her Ingersoll's citizen of 
the year, only the second time a 
woman has been honored. Betty 
Crawford, the former town 
librarian, won it in 1963.

Typically, she talked only of 
the senior citizens and their 
upcoming plans. Mrs. Beynon is 
not yet a senior citizen; but she 
was an organizer of the Ingersoll 
group and has been fighting for 
their interests ever since

Asked why, she simply said: 
‘'I've just always been in­
terested in people, I guess. 
There seems to be so many 
people in that age group that 
need something to do."

Most activity occurs at the 
senior citizens centre, built by 
the Lions Coub, but furnished by 
the seniors themselves. The 
women quilt, among other 
things, while some of the men do 
wooodwork out of a workshop at 
the centre. The group also 
eaters for banquets.

This summer, they plan 
outings to Can-Am racing at 
Mosport, the Canadian National 
Exhibition in Toronto, and a 
western trip through Saskat­
chewan. Mrs. Beynon's home 
province. She left Semans, Sask.

Helen Beynon displays citizen of the year award (Staff photo)

to come to Ingersoll in 1911.
Mrs. Beynon received an 

earlier award from the Ingersoll

Recreation Committee in 1970 
for her “'outstanding con­
tributions to the welfare of

Ingersoll citizens through 
leadership in recreation ac­
tivities.”

Ap.M U, UIS'
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BRUCE BORLAND IS RETIRING

Ingersoll loses a bit 
Story and photography 
by IAN TIMBERLAKE 
of The Sentinel-Review

INGERSOLL — After more 
than 40 years as an auto 
mechanic on Thames Street, 
Bruce Borland has packed 
away his tools for the last time.

Borland, 67, is retiring and 
closing the service centre at 
Borland’s Esso, the garage

he’s worked at since he was a 
teenager.

Witli a grease-stained hand, Borland 
points to a black-and-white photograph 
hanging in the service area, and says 
his fattier first leased the business from 
Esso in 1932.

In the 1939 picture, Borland's father 
stands outside the two-bay garage next 
to a sign advertising car washes for 75 
cents.

After school, Borland helped his dad 
by tending the gas pumps.

“The times were completely dif­

ferent,” he says.
Although there were about 15 service 

stations in town then — including three 
Esso stations in a row — there wasn’t 
much traffic.
“We could play ball right across the 

road and you’d never see a car.”
Truck tire work and gas sales made 

up most of the business then. Borland 
didn't do many mechanical repairs 
because he wasn’t licensed until after 
the Second World War.

When his father died in 1947, Borland 
took over the business and has run it 
ever since from 21 Thames St. S.

Business’s been good
The original two-bay garage was 

bulldozed in 1965 and replaced by the 
current three-bay arrangement which 
closes today.

Borland says business has been good 
and that many of his customers won't 
know where to get there cars fixed any 
more.

of Its Canadians
“Some of these customers, they’ve 

been with me from the beginning."
Steve Albrough, 35, hasn’t been there 

quite that long but for the last 17 years 
he’s been working in the service bays 
along with Borland.
“He was a good mechanic and he is a 

good mechanic,” Borland says.
Albrough, a certified electrician, 

couldn't get a job because he didn’t 
have any experience. When he heard 
Borland needed an apprentice, he ap­
plied and was accepted.

Today Albrough begins a new career 
as a custodian at the Ingersoll District 
Collegiate Institute.
“I wanted to do something else 

anyway. It's getting too complicated,” 
he says, referring to the increasing use 
of computerized and electronic com­
ponents in new cars.

Instructor felt same
Borland agrees and says some young 

people may be frightened from going 
into the trade because of the changes.

Then he pauses, and recalls that 
when he was training for a mechanic’s 
licence, his instructor felt the same 
way.

Borland won't completely leave the 
business just yet.

Although the service bays are closed, 
the self-serve gas bar is still open. 
Borland will come in occasionally to 
make bank deposits and clean the 
place.

Over the roar of an engine, he says he 
doesn't know what Esso will do with the 
unused bay area.

। As for himself, he figures he'll pro­
bably just take it easy, and maybe tour 
Canada with his wife.

Retirement, he says, isn't something 
to make a big deal out of. “It's just a 
natural phenomenon."

\\



Retired mechanic walks the dog
Bruce Borland used to see a 

lot of people at his three-bay au­
tomotive repair shop on 
Thames Street, but today a lot 
of motorists see the long-time 
mechanic when he walks his 
dog around the streets of Inger­
soll.

Following a short stint in the 
Canadian Navy as a wireless 
operator at two bases in Que­
bec. Borland returned to his fa­
ther’s garage when his dad be­
came ill.

His fater had started the bu- 
sines during the depressed 1930s 
and Borland, who was born on 
an Innerkip farm, would quite 
often work there after school.

“My father started the busi­
ness in 1931 and he died in ’47. 
I just sort of carried on after I 
left school,” he says.

Borland himself ran the serv­
ice garage from 1947 through 
1988.

The automotive repair indus­
try has greatly changed over 
the years.

When Borland first started in 
the business cars were rela­
tively simple and easy to fix. 
But today with on-board com­
puters and sensitive parts vehi­
cles are a lot more complex.

In addition to ever-changing 
technology, Borland was also in 
business when automobile man­
ufacturers initiated lengthy 
warranty periods and new car 
repair was moved from the 
neighborhood garage to the 
dealer.

Bruce Borland
“We enjoyed a very good bay 

service because Steve Albright 
worked with me...he’s very 
good with the public.”

A member of St. James’ An­
glican Church, Borland has sat 
off and on the church’s board.

In addition to work with the 
church, Borland has been a 
commissioner with the Ingersoll 
Public Utility Commission for 
the past 11 years.

In his spare time Borland 
spends his time at the golf 
course and in his backyard gar­
den. He says he has no hobbies 
and he is not a horticulturalist, 

but he does like to puddle 
around the garden.

Borland’s seven-year-old 
Samoyed, Kamu-J-2 demands a 
lot of his time.

Generally, the pair walk two 
miles a day and often meet with 
Bob Jewitt — who is also a re­
cent retiree from the auto­
motive business —and his dog.

Kamu-J-2 is pretty easy to 
spot in Ingersoll — she’s a big 
white and very friendly dog who 
looks like a husky.

“She’s a real loving dog,” 
says Borland. She “wouldn’t 
hurt a flea, I think unless it was 
her own.”

V
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Bourne helps other seniors
Although he is retired Roy Bourne does not have 

as much time as he would like to travel because the 
Francis Street man spends part of his time as the 
jack of all trades at not one but two apartment build­
ings in Ingersoll which are homes to seniors.

In addition to his work at the seniors’ apartments, 
the 72-year-old Bourne can be found on winter morn­
ings shovelling sidewalks around his home.

Bourne, who worked at Firestone, Standard Tube 
and the Morrow company before settling in for a 28- 
year career at Dofasco (BeachviLime Ltd. today) be­
fore retiring in 1983, spends up to 10 hours a week 
looking after the buildings located on Oxford and 
Earl streets.
“It gives me a little gas money for my car,” he 

says candidly.
“You have to do something to keep you busy...if 

you have nothing to do you’ll go crazy.”
He started as the handyman at the Oxford Street 

building in 1965 and it was three years ago when he 
first loaned his services to the building on Earl Street.

Changing light bulbs, mowing the lawns and keep­
ing the buildings in good repair are on his job descrip­
tion.

His handyman work has had its ups and downs.
Recently while changing a light bulb. Bourne took 

a fall and woke up at Alexandra Hospital. In addition, 
he has a hungry skunk to contend with at one of the 
buildings.

When Bourne is not attending to the needs of oth­
ers, he can be found in the backyard looking after his 
floral garden. His wife of 46 years, Velma (Peg) looks 
after the gnomes and other ornaments.

Bourne is unsure how much longer he will continue 
to look after the two buildings and he is not sure if 
he is currently putting in enough time at the job. “I’m 
not getting no complaints,” he says. ROY BOURNE

Thu
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1 Important Appointment 
For Former Ingersoll Man
Dr,1 William H. Bowman, son 

of H S. (Pete) Bowman and the 
late Mrs. Bowman, Concession 

(street, Ingersoll, has been ap- 
jpainted general manager of the 
(organic chemicals division, Amer- 
jican Cyanamid Company, its was 
i announced from the company’s 
'New York headquarters.

I A native of Ingersoll, Ontario, 
Dr. ' Bowman is a graduate of 
both the University of Toronto 
and New York University. He re­
ceived his doctorate in industrial 
chemistry from the farmer.1 ;

Dr. Bowman has recently been 
'elected Honorary Chairman of

Dr. Bowman, formerly assist­
ant general manager of the divis­
ion, joined Cyanamid in 1955 fal­
lowing a ten year association with 
Jefferson Chemical Company dur­
ing the latter yeans of which he 
served as vice president for sales 
and operations. Prior to his ex­
perience with Jefferson, which is 
jointly owned by Cyanamid and 

.The Texas Company, he heldi 
numerous managerial positions 

'with Westvaco Chlorine Products! 
i Corporation and Armstrong Cork 
I Company.

DR. WM. H. BOWMAN 
......................... is appointed

the American Section, Society of 
Chemical Industry, for the year 
1957-il958. He is a member of 
numerous other professional or- 
gandaations including the Ameri­
can Chemical Society, the Amer- 

lie an Institute of Chemical En- 
1 gineers, the American Institute 
of Chemists, the Chemical Insti­
tute of Canada, the Commercial 
Chemical Development Associat­
ion and the Chemical Market Re­
search Association.

Seajtiweu eeg.eu
iiri



She’s a pro at clowning around
By MARY BIGGS

Kathleen Boyd spends mosl of her 
working hours clowning a round. 
And, she gets paid for it.

How does she do it? Boyd, a native 
of Ingersoll, is a professional clown, 
but is taking time out of her busy 
schedule to play Aimee Watson in 
ITOPA’S upcoming production of 
Dead Easy.

Boyd, after receiving her B/X in 
Dramatic Arts, specializing in ac­
ting and directing, she set out, “to 
seek my fame and fortune,” she 
said, achieving fame in a totally 
unexpected role

After graduating, Boyd accepted a 
position as artistic director with the 
Centre Ring Co in Owen Sound, 
which was a touring group formed 
from the All Canadian Children's 
Mime Theatre, consisting of clowns 
and mime actors.

As artistic director, Boyd directed 
three shows and performed in the 
formal mime shows A Circus Show 
and Joey the Clown.

"At the end of the summer 1 know 
1 didn't want to give up clowning; I 
was hooked." she said, and as a 
result she loured fairs as a clown in 
Woodstock, Paris, Stratford and 
Brampton. "I sold balloons and did 
skits."

As Boyd's experience grew so did 
her aspirations, leading her to 
Canada's Wonderland, where she 
played Katie the Clown, Little Red 
Riding Hood and Queen Guinevere. 
“Wonderland opened up a lol of 
things.” she said. "I mot a Jot of pec 
plc and even learned how Io juggle," 
a skill which she learned from Fred 
and Steve, the juggling team of Cir­
cus Shmirkiis.

Since that time, Katie the Clown 
has developed a repertoire 
of magic, slapstick, and balloon art, 
and of course, one can't forgel Tom. 
I larry and Bob.

Tom. Harry and Bob, arc the 
names for the balls she skillfully jug 
glcs. All three are white, 
“But Rob is a lazy one, he doesn't 
like to work so he tries to get away.” 
she said, juggling the other two balls 
while retrieving the prodigal Bob 
which had slipped off to the side.

Boyd’s specialty, a treat for 
children of any ago, is balloon 
animals, designed from balloons 
which arc either 45, M or 80 inches 
long She said her favorites to make 
are snails and elephants, while the 
hardest is a teddy bear “1 don't 
know any other clown who makes a 
cat, either," she said. In all, Boyd 
designs 40 different balloon animals.

Ka Ihkcn Boyd is a professional clown and one of Hie Easy, a comical whodunnit premiering Jan. 30 al
stars in (Iio upcoming ITOI'A production nf Dead Park Place Theatre.

Boyd's performances, geared for 
children ages three to seven, thrive 
on audience participation "Without 
audience participation the show 
doesn’t work," she said, adding that 
the children do participate. "When I 
do my slapstick routine, such as put 
ting a hat on Ihe wrong way, they 
yell at me and loll me the right way 
to do it," she said. Her antics of slip­
ping. bumping and (ailing over 
things also brings squeals of delight 
from her audience. "It's basically a 
Red Skelton slapstick type of act," 
she said.

Boyd pridcs herself on being, "a 
litlc kids' clown." she said “I like 
kids and pride myself on the fact I 
don't scare children " If a child docs 

appear anxious, Boyd waits and lets 
the child come to her when ready.

Children, aren't the only ones who 
delight in the down's antics Boyd 
recently entertained al a birthday 
party for an Iio year-old woman who 
was delighted with Boyd's comedy 
routine.

After Boyd's experience al 
Wonderland, she started clowning al 
children's birthday parlies. Within 
one year she was doing Iwo to three 
on Saturdays and Sundays. "I never 
had a weekend off: it just grew by 
word of mouth.'' she said

Occasionally. Boyds white face, 
enlarged red mouth, blue eyebrows 
and lashes and balloon-shaped 
cheeks, con) pl I men I cd by a rod tint 
and red. blue and yellow costume 
can he seen stalking the halls at 
malls and stores.

tiscmcnls
Boyd is an accomplished actor 

both in professional and amateur 
productions. One nf her most recent 
performances was in Hie role of 
Gretel in Ilans Christian Anderson's 
Hansel and Gretel at the Aladin 
Children's Theatre in Toronto Her 
other credits include performances 
in Subject lo Fits. Ihe laundry, A 
Chaste Maid in Cheapside. Peace at 
Homo and the Inslrudcr at Inner 
Stage in Guelph, as well as Bye Bye 
Birdie and Oklahoma al Hie Inger­
soll Dislricl Collegiate Institute

Through her agent, Boyd has al 
(ended promotional shows and 
special events, opening the 
downtown Simpson's store in Toron­
to. and the Bay in Ixindon. She has 
also appeared in newspaper adver



5 Putting on
By MARK REID
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Kathy Boyd is still fascinated whenever 
she twists up a new creature.

Better known to youngsters as Katie the 
Clown. Boyd got her start in this profession 
about 10 years ago and now the Ingersoll 
area native has mastered some 50 balloon 

C characters.
i-l "I learned how to do the balloon dog and 
... that’s all I learned.” she recalls.

“Then you start on dog variations of it, 
making the neck longer and making it into a 
giraffe; making the body longer and making 
it into a wiener dog.”

TOUGH PROGRAM
j,; Boyd, who earned a BA in drama, special­

izing in acting and directing, from the Uni­
C versity of Guelph, took her first job in the

The Daily Sentinel-Review, Ingersoll This Week, Tues., Mar. 27, 1990 Page 21

a happy face just a part of the job
performing arts field in Owen Sound during 
the summer of 1981.

The program at Guelph was very special­
ized. says Boyd, who has a teaching certifi­
cate from the University of Toronto.

“You had to audition to get into the acting 
program. There was only 15 kids that they 
let into the course...and the year I graduated 
there were only four of us who graduated.”

Working with the clown/mime troupe The 
Centre Ring Theatre Company Boyd was in­
volved in the staging of three children’s 
shows which included some child acting.

Although she had little experience with 
children’s theatre, she wrote the fantasy 
The Magic Truck as part of the troupe's 
show.

“I really got interested in clowning from 
there. I'd never done any clowning before. 

I’d just done straight theatre,” says Boyd, 
who along with husband Steve run Patina's.

After clowning for fairs in Woodstock. 
Brantford and Paris, she returned to To­
ronto and auditioned for a clowning job at 
Canada’s Wonderland.

It was while clowning at Wonderland and 
local fairs Boyd learned how to construct 
different kinds of balloon animals.

“You just worked at it, you made them 
up," she said. “I never read a book on it or 
anything, it was all hands-on experience.”

While working as a walk-around clown at 
Wonderland. Boyd teamed up with an agent 
for other work, in addition to doing birthday 
parties on her own.

"It just snowballed from there.” she savs.
CHOOSING A NAME
Selecting her name was fairly simple.
“I wanted something cute. I didn't want to 

be called Kathy the Clown; I didn’t want to 
be called Oopsie or Bozo.” she says.

“The name Katie is a person’s name and I 
wanted the kids to be able to relate to me as 
an individual — as a person — not up there 
as a figure they can’t touch.”

There are many types of clowns, including 
walk-around clowns such as Boyd. Then 
there are circus clowns, distance stage 
clowns in addition to battered and bruised 
clowns in the rodeo. As a white-faced clown 
who strives to be an approachable clown. 
Boyd uses a minimum of black make-up so 
as she doesn't frighten children.

“I pride myself in the fact that I am an ap­
proachable clown, a little kids’ clown that 
even little children can come up to. ”

Her costume and face have changed very 
little since she started.
Continued on page 22
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KATHY BOYD.better known to 
youngsters as Katie the Clown, 
says it takes about one hour to 
get herself ready for a show.

She must clean her face, pull 
back her hair then put on the 
grease-based make-up. The 
greasy make-up will allow her 
face to remain in tact longer, es­
pecially now that she works up a 
sweat during one of her high en­
ergy routines.

Her costume is a baggy suit 
with ruffles, pom-poms on the 
front and a cap which also sup­
ports a pom-pom.

After putting on her make up 
and costume, she’s ready to do 
her specialty, balloon animals.

She credits her husband with 
assistance in the design of the 
entertaining creatures which 
sometimes have a fleeting life­
span.

“If they break, well you pick it 
up and start over again or you 
make a joke about it,” she says.

At the moment, she finds there 
is more demand for her services 
than she anticipated.
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A BAGPIPER ushers in nominees for The 2G people in Ontario to be presented with the 
Heart of Gold Award during ceremonies in In- honor.
gersoll. Lois Bradfield of Ingersoll was one of

WITH LOIS BRADFIELD

They struck gold here 
in small-town Ontario

Story and photo
by MARILYN SMOLDERS
of The Sentinel-Review

INGERSOLL — Devoted community supporter Lois 
Bradfield felt herself transported to cloud nine after 
standing alongside 2G of the "most generous, compas­
sionate, innovative, courageous and caring people On­
tario has to offer.’'

At a reception Saturday evening in Toronto, Brad­
field was presented with The Heart of Gold, an award 
sponsored by Air Canada and the Canadian Community 
Newspaper Association for people who give of 
themselves to help others. There were more than 15,000 
others nominated in the province, said Carol McKnighl, 
publisher of The Ingersoll Tinies and chairman of The 
Pearl of Gold Program in Ontario.

But as well as being transported to cloud nine. Brad­
field has the opportunity to be transported anywhere in 
the world. A surprise bonus for Heart of Gold Award 
recipients was two return tickets.

“Maybe I'll go see what Timbuktu is like,” laughed 
the affable Bradfield.

Bradfield’s interest in giving so much to her com­
munity stems from "being brought up by wonderful

parents and grandparents during the '30s. I was taught 
to live for others. And personally, I wouldn’t have it any 
other way.”

Whether she's dressed up as Minnie Pearl, entertain­
ing a group of senior citizens, up to her elbows in papier 
mache with local scouts, or cycling on a bicycle built- 
for-two in an effort to raise funds. Bradfield keeps her 
smile wide. A retired school teacher, she assists men­
tally handicapped children to integrate into the regular 
school system and teaches young people as a Beaver 
leader. She’s also taken a leadership role in Alexandra 
Hospital's fundraising campaign as chairman of the 
public relations committee. And, the M-year-old still 
finds time to devote to her church, her music and to the 
elderly in local nursing homes.

There have been others
Bradfield’s Heart of Gold is right in step with an 

earlier honor — the Rebekah Lodge's highest distinc­
tion for humanitarianism.

There were a total of 21 people from the Ingersoll 
area nominated for the award. ‘’That's an exceptional­
ly high response for a community this size. The 
nominees came from really diverse backgrounds and 
involvement,” said Mcknight.



Ingersoll’s great cancer ride 
dedicated to Lois Bradfield
BY LIZDADSON

The energetic, white-haired lady 
grabs a two-billed cap to comple­
ment her outrageous, bright yellow 
outfit as she jumps on an exercise 
bike to pose for a picture.

This is the spirited Lois Bradfield 
to whom this year’s Great Ride for 
Cancer has been dedicated.

The 66-year-old Ingersoll resident 
has organized the ride for the past 20 
vears but decided to hand it oyer to 
new blood in the form of Pete and 
Donna Black and Jack and Doris 
Hayward this year. ,
“We told the people to come in 

costume (at last year’s ride),” 
Bradfield said. “And those two 
couples were the only ones to dress 
up. So I happened to say, as a joke, 
that they could take over organizing 
the ride (in 1990). They not only took 
it over, but they changed the route. 
That should’ve been done years 
ago.”

While she feels quite honored by 
the dedication, Bradfield said there 
are many good people in the town 
who are never recognized.

Originally, from Straffordville, 
near Port Burwell, she pointed out 
that volunteering was a way of life 
for people growing up in a small 
town.
“You didn’t think about yourself. 

You lived for everyone in the

village.”
Bradfield is noted for being an in­

credible volunteer. If there's help 
needed or work to be done, she is 
usually in the middle of it.

But she humbly pointed out that 
there are many other charitable peo­
ple who do a lot but never get any 
recognition.

Included in this category is 
another group with whom she works, 
the Rebekah Lodge. The organiza­
tion has a Joan cupboard, permitting 
people to borrow walkers, 
wheelchairs and other equipment.

The Rebekahs will once again pro­
vide the lunch at Trinity United 
Church after the cancer ride.

Bradfield is also involved in the 
Cystic Fibrosis organization, the Big 
Brothers and Big Sisters of Ingersoll 
and the Sixth Ingersoll Boy Scouts.

This past August she had heart 
bypass surgery and is now the com­
munications chairperson for the 
Heart and Stroke Foundation.

A part of the education system for 
many years, Bradfield came to In­
gersoll as an itinerant speech cor- 
rectionist at Harris Heights Public 
School. She continued in the special 
education field until retiring in 1986.

This year she and'her husband, 
Reg, celebrated their 44th wedding 
anniversary, which is also the length 
of time they have lived in Ingersoll. 
They have three children, Bryan in 
Lethbridge, Alberta, Robert in

Rodney, and Mary in Ingersoll. They 
also have five grandchildren.

Among her best times as a 
volunteer are playing the part of 
"Minnie Pearl” for elderly, people. 
"They really relate to her,” she 
said.

One highlight was taking this 
character to the chronic care ward 
at Tillsonburg General Hospital and 
performing for Judge Bob Groom 
who had helped her parents years 
ago with several legal matters.

“The nurses said he hadn’t smiled 
or spoken in a long time. It was great 
to see him smile and talk to Minnie 
Pearl.”

She also runs the tuck cart at In­
gersoll's Oxford Regional Nursing 
Home where the residents "ap­
preciate the little things you do.

"Some don’t have family to come 
in so I do things the family would do. 
The staff could do it but they have 
their hands full doing the physical 
stuff.”

Bradfield won the Heart of Gold 
award in 1988 in recognition of her 
extensive involvement in volunteer 
and community work.

She is currently president of the 
Ingersoll women’s music club, does 
volunteer pulpit supply work at the 
United Church, and is program 
chairperson with the United Church 
Women. ’

While she really enjoys music, she
Continued on Page 3

Lois Bradfield
Continued from Page 1 
admitted she sings better than she 
plays music.

"People do volunteer today,” she 
said, pointing out that schools often 
encourage young people to volunteer 
and provide inspiration for doing so.
“We take the Cubs and Beavers in­

to the seniors’ homes at 
Christmastime. They enjoy singing 
for the elderly people. That's a 
lasting impression.”

Ingersoll’s 21st ride to beat cancer 
begins at the police station this Sun­
day at 1:30 p.m. with piper Bob Col­
lins leading the way. Several 
unusual bicycles will be in the ride, 
including a back-to-back bike from 

a tandem from Fred Richens.
Any mode of ridden travel is ac­

ceptable.
The St. John Ambulance, Inger­

soll's auxiliary police and trucks will 
be travelling the route to help with 
broken down bikes.

Piebe Kobus will be at the half­
way check point with a refreshing 
drink. Bikers will have a rest and 
head back to the Trinity United 
Church.

Organizers request that riders br­
ing their totalled pledge sheets and 
receive their income tax receipt 
books after the ride.

Special prizes have been donated 
by Macnabs, McNiven’s and the
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Outstanding dedication
Frank Smith, president of the Woodstock Toastmasters, presents Lois ' 
Bradfield with a Certificate of Appreciation for Outstanding Dedication ; 
and Service, The Ingersoll woman has convened the Great Ride for Can- ■ 
cer for the past two decades, did public relations for the Alexandra Hos- : 
pital fundraising campaign, is public relations chair with the local chapter; 
of the Heart and Stroke Foundation, and acts as a support person for ■ 
learning disabled children.
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LOIS BRADFIELD

Making them laugh for charity
By SUSAN COURTNEY 
ol The Sentinel-Review

INGERSOLL — In a flouncy 
calico dress and hat with price 
tag a’ dangling, Lois Bradfield, 
Ingersoll’s own Minnie Pearl, 
clowns up a storm — all for the 
sake of charity.

"If I visit a nursing home in my 
regular clothes, residents ask me 
why didn’t I come as that other 
person,” says Bradfield, with a 
contagious laugh.

For the last 20 years, Bradfield, 
assisted by her husband, Reg, a 
retired postal clerk, has per­
formed throughout Ontario.

The money she raises, which 
amounts to between $2,000-$3,000, 
a year is all donated to charity. 
At a recent appearance in Wyom­
ing, Ont., Bradfield was given 
S350 for Easter Seals, just one of 
her favorite charities.

The lively lady who retired as a 
speech therapist in 1986 (after 27 
years in the profession) started 
her Minnie Pearl impersonation 
at the annual Ingersoll cheese 
festival in the early '70s.

A variety show at Ingersoll Dis­
trict Collegiate Institute called 
Tee Hee Haw, a takeoff on Hee 
Haw, was performed.

The show which featured Brad­
field and other local personalities 
including Wilson McBeath doing 
a Charlie Farquharson imitation 

was a hit. Bradfield continued on 
with the act.

Bradfield said her husband en­
courages and helps her at every 
turn. “He’s really supportive. He 
says: 'Do your thing, lady,”’ she 
said.

A recent event, the sudden 
death of her partner, musician 
Dorothy Wheeler Dec. 6, has been 
a real blow, however.

“She was such a fantastic lady, 
a super musician and generous 
with her time. Where could any­
one get a musician who would get 
paid nothing and be required to 
spend money for meals and gas? 
Yet Dorothy and her husband, 
Les, were like that,” said Brad­
field.

Born in Staffordville, Brad­
field’s parents ran a three-gener­
ation country store. She came to 
Ingersoll after the Second World 
War. Bradfield has been a mem­
ber of the Rebekah Lodge for 22 
years, a group for which she is 
presently hospital equipment of­
ficer.

She has been a volunteer with 
the Canadian Cancer Society for 
20 years, serving as Great Ride 
convenor and public relations 
chair.

She is a member of the Ontario 
Heart and Stroke Foundation, 
group committee chair of the 
Sixth Ingersoll Scouts, a member 
of Trinity United Church and the 
United Church Women.

She is tuck cart operator at Ox­
ford Regional Nursing Home and 
a Bible study leader there.

Lethbridge, Alta, an industrial 
engineer and member of a quar­
tet; Rob, 38, a London, Ont. 
postie, and Mary, 35, an identica- 
tion secretary with a detachment 
of the Ontario Provincial Police.

Bradfield and her husband 
have three children: Bryan, 44, of

LOIS BRADFIELD does her Minnie Pearl impersonation to delight 
residents of nursing homes and raise funds for charity.
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ByJOEKONECNY 
Sentinel-Review staff writer 
INGERSOLL — Almost 

everyone has heard of the 
legendary money monger 
“Diamond” Jim Brady, who 
earned his nickname through 
success in the business world. 

But few know of a former 
Ingersoll resident who’s a 
thriving energy tycoon and 
possibly a relative of the 
deceased U.S. executive who 
shares the same last name.

Ralph E. Brady was born here 
in 1925, the great-grandson of 
former Ingersoll mayor Silas 

, Brady. Silas held the town’s 
reigns in 1927 and 1928 after 
being a councillor for four years.

The younger member of the 
clan left a 25-year-old saga of 
success in the Canadian oil and 
gas industry in 1976 to retire in 
Florida.

But two years later, Brady 
grew restless and established 
Brady Energy Inc. (BED, 
currently one of the most 
aggressive energy outfits in the 
U.S. .

Toni Carroll, public relations 
director for BEI, said the 
Ingersoll native’s “golden- 
touch” trait is remarkably 
similar to Diamond Jim's 
manner.

He’s currently in the process 
of proving the prominent pair 
are related.

MISSING LINK
He’s optimistic about 

discovering that Diamond Jim’s 
father had brothers who im­
migrated to America from 
Canada. But right now, that’s 
the missing link in Carroll’s 

work to trace the family’s roots.
In a letter to The Sentinel­

Review from BEI’s office in 
Florida, Carroll said he is eager 
to hear from knowledgable 
Ingersoll residents who are 
familiar with the family’s 
background.

Correspondence should be 
addressed to Brady Energy Inc., 
660 South Federal Highway, 
Pompano Beach, Florida 33062. 
Or call (3051-785-6100.

“Would there be any in­
formation on his background, 
where he was born, his family or 
some articles about (Silas’) 
political career,” Carroll’s 
letter asked.

Further study of Brady’s 
background in Canada shows he 
was: organizer and chief 
executive officer of Ram 
Petroleum; creator of Brady, 
Finlay and Quillian, consultants 
to 21 American oil companies; 
instrumental in Brady Oil and 
Gas, and Ark Exploration; and 
was founder, and is still 
president, of Bradoil Inc., a U.S. 
company with wells in Louisiana 
and Texas.

CRISIS
He also founded the Ontario 

Petroleum Club — now the 
Ontario Petroleum Institute.

The energy crisis in the mid- 
705 apparently inspired Brady’s 
return to the industry.

Brady’s business ventures in 
America started with his 
acquisition of a bankrupt cor­
poration with public stock called 
Epidyne, later known as BEI. At 
that time he assumed the 
company presidency, but now 
he’s chairman of the board.

BEI deals with acauisition. 

exploration and development of 
oil and gas properties.

Within months, the new firm 
boasted its stock value had 
tripled.

The immediate success was 
partially due to Brady’s 100 per 
cent take-over of Gasoil 
Financial Corporation, which 
controls the disposition of 
584,000,000 barrels of tar sand 
heavy crude oil deposits in 
Alberta.

“Since we formed the com­
pany last June, we have had 46 
wells come in without any dry 
holes,” Brady said in an 
American report dated May 12.

NEED BOTH
“It takes experience, but 

there is also a lot of luck in­
volved...you need both.

“We (now) have other in­
terests in Canada and our 
petroleum engineers, who we 
pay for accurate information, 
tell us there are 550 million 
barrels of recoverable oil 
there.” the account added.

BEI now owns 24 producing 
wells in Tennessee, plus others 
in Canada, Texas and Louisiana. 
About 90 per cent of the com­
pany’s wells are gas producing.

Along the way, Brady also 
purchased a company which 
publishes Broward Life 
magizine and a restaurant he 
calls Diamond Jim Brady’s.

In May, Brady bought a 
controlling interest in Singer 
Island National Bank — in 
Riviera Beach, Florida — which 
currently has two offices and 
plans to expand.

With this and other recent 
business deals in mind, another 
article in a U.S. publication said, 
“in a world starving for energy 
and in a stock market hungry for 
companies with tangible assets 
— especially oil and gas — a 
man and a company could not 
have a more promising foothold 
on the future than Ralph E. 
Brady”.

RALPH E. BRADY, who may be a relative of 
“Diamond” Jim Brady — a former New York 
City based business tycoon — talks oil over the 
phone at his Florida head office.



The woman who revived Elm Hurst 
turns her sights on a new Century 
By ERIC schmiedl commercial land. Previously, the "1 basically put the project to­
ol The Senilnel-Reilew area had been farmland. gether,” she said.

INGERSOLL — The developer 
partly responsible for breathing life 
into an old farm and turning it into 
Ingersoll’s Elm Hurst Inn has suc­
cessfully bid for the 70-year-old Cen­
tury Theatre in London.

Mary Bray, formerly of Ingersoll, 
said she has made a $2.8-million bid 
for the theatre which has been ac­
cepted by the owner, a Toronto busi­
nessman. The deal closes May 15.

“The (theatre) property came up 
and I liked it... and bought it,’’ she 
said.

Bray intends to begin renovations 
to the theatre in the future to turn 
it into a night club.
“I’ll do some renovations and let 

the lessor take care of the rest,” she 
said. As of yet, she has no one lined 
up to lease the 4,000 square foot 
theatre. The property also boasts a 
21,000 square foot parking lot, which 
Bray also wants to lease.

In 1978-79, Bray and her ex-hus­
band, worked to get the present 
Elm Hurst Inn property re-zoned to
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by carol Mcknight

When I first met John;Brown, 
it was the day aft^r'"- he’d 
discovered he’d won $1 million 
in the Olympic lottery draw.

He was living in a small, 
rundown apartment on Thames 
Street which was scantily 
decorated with old furniture. 
Cases of beer were lined in a 
row against the walls of the 
entrance way and were stacked 
nearly as high as the ceiling.

He was dressed baggy pants 
and a wrinkled t-shirt that 
showed dark circles of sweat 
stains beneath the armpits. 1 
hair was pushed back off 
forehead and strands of it I 
hazardly onto his temples.

Today John Brown is

His 
his 
fell

millionaire. The baggy trousers lifted the glass to his mouth and
and the wrinkled t-shirt haveafter takj a swalloWi said 
been replaced by freshly figure ,hat lhere.s any. 
pressed, tailor-made gOnna do me any harm.”
shirts and leisure pants. His shortly after winning the lawyers or my bank or my 
hair is neatly parted on the side ]0|tery draw the six foot three*bookkeeper or my certified 
and combed back off ol jnch 245 pound Brown hired a 
his forehead. Today John b , guard to protect him and 
Brown can “live a lot more hjs winl)ings don.t need him 
comfortably than ever before. rnore;. he said. “j don’t

accountant. Then I stop in here 
for a few drinks. He paused 
lighting another cigarette, then 
continued.

Most people wonder what figure that there’s anybody
they would do if they won $1 gonna do me any harm now.” “Later I go to the Legion for a 
million. How the money would He noted that he retained his few drinks, to visit with friends 
change them, how it would bodyguard, Charlie Blashill, and invite people back here.” 
change their lifestyle and how it for up to two months at a weekly He leaned back in his chair 
would change their friends. salary of $250. 1 once again and casually glanc-

But few people get the chance 
to discover how or if money 
does change a person.

John'Brown was one of those 
few though and he’ll readily 
admit that it has made many 
many changes in his life.

Yesterday, he officially'took 
over the management of the 
Ingersoll Inn and it was there I, 
interviewed him.

When I arrived he was seated 
at a small table with four or five 
other people sipping liquor from 
a talTthin glass. He waved me 
over to his table then rose, 
found another table where the 
interview could be conducted 
and then offered me a drink.

The first question in my mind, 
and of course the ipost obvious 
one, was how had money 
changed him. He leaned for­
ward propping his elbows on the 
table top and said with a grin 
“It wasn’t hard adjusting. I 
enjoyed it very much.”

He puffed on a half-lit 
cigarette and blowing the 
smoke from his mouth said “I 
live a lot more comfortably than 
I did before. It’s nice to be able 
to go to Ihe bank and cash a 
cheque when 1 want to. I feel a 
lot more secure mentally.”

When he won the money, 
jealously came hand in hand 
with it, according to Mr. Brown. 
Taking another puff off of the 
cigarette, he said “A lot of 
people are jealous. I run, into an 
awful lot of this. People hope I 
don't make it in business. We 
call them people ‘niggers in the 
woodpile,” That’s what I call 
them people.”

He leaned back into Ihe chair 
and laughed. “Niggers in the 
woodpile,” he repeated.

When asked if he felt people 
tried to take advantage of him 
because of his money, he leaned 
forward, again cupping the 
liquor glass in his hands. “I
don’t let anybody take advant­

aage of me,” he confided. He

Ujjinfy aS bu U $

“I gave her $5,000 and the other 
two 1 couldn’t find. If I could 
have found them I■ would have 
given them gbme tbo. Just to 
make things compatible1 be­
tween us.”

He grinned, almost as if to 
himself, then shared his 
thoughts by saying “So they 
could say they got something 
from a millionaire. They got 
someting they never expected 
to get.”

As well as giving money to his 
ex-wives, Mr. Brown has given 
money to the Salvation Army. 
Within a week after winning the 
draw, the millionaire gave 
$25,000 to the Ingersoll and 
Woodstock branches of the 
Salvation Armv.

Describing a typical day, Mr. 
Brown said “I get up around 
noon and I usually go to my

BTo f,

Along with the ownership of ed around the room. Winding up 
the Ingersoll Inn, Mr. Brown the interview, he said “I hope 
holds other properties in everybody comes to the hotel,
Ingersoll. He said he has bought 
two houses here in town and is 
holding the mortgage on a 
Dining House as well.

“They're good investments,” 
he said as he ground his 
cigarette butt into the glass 
ashtray. “I won the money here 
so I figure I should spend some 
of the money here.”

He noted that he leaves the 
management of his finances up 
to his lawyers and accountants.

Shortly after winning the 
money, Mr. Brown bought a 
$60,000 Winnibego and toured 
most of Canada and the United 
States for a six month period. 
The 40-year-old divorcee said 
that while travelling, he visited 
on'e of his four ex-wives and 
surprised here with a gift of 
$10,000 and a new car.

"We had a lot of hard times,” 
he said staring into the 
half-filled glass. “She was very 
good to me. I just felt she 
deserved to have the money.” 

■ He took another sip from the 
glass then placed it back on the 
table top. “My other ex-wife is 

says hello and visits with

in Windsor,” he said, now 
glancing around the bar-room.



JOHN BROWN in 1977 with the lottery ticket 
that changed his life.

(S-Rfile photo)

Lottery millionaire 
found dead at home

By BAHRY WARD 
Sentinel-Review staff writer

INGERSOLL — Ingersoll’s 
lottery millionaire, John 
Stanley Brown, is dead at 48.

Brown, who won $1 million 
in June, 1977, was found in 
his Thames Street North 
home Monday evening by 
Ingersoll police who said he 
had been dead for several 
days.

Coroner James Town said 
an autopsy performed 
Tuesday by Dr. Alex 
Enriquez indicated “it looks 
like natural causes.” At first, 
police and the coroner had 
suspected suicide because a 
gun was found near the body.

Several people recalled 
seeing Brown late last week, 
including the clerk at a 
smoke shop where he often 
came in to buy cigarettes and 
lottery tickets, hoping to 
strike it rich a second time.

But while everyone in 
Ingersoll was talking, about 

his death on Tuesday, most 
admitted they didn't know 
him very well.

Although Brown had been 
married at least four times 
with his ex-wives scattered 
across the continent, he lived 
alone at the time of his death.

Down the street at the 
Legion, one of his favorite 
spots, patrons remember 
Brown as someone who kept 
to himself, at least in recent 
years.
“He was a loner,” said one 

man. “He was friendly and 
he’d greet people but he 
always sat in a comer by 
himself.”

It wasn’t always so.
Brown became an instant 

celebrity around town after 
he won the big prize in a 
Loto-Canada draw. The man 
who had spent 16 years as a 
bartender and cab driver in 
various cities was suddenly 
rich.

(continued on page 3)
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Town's instant millionaire, 
John Brown, dead at 48

Continued from Page 1
“I’m going to take it one day 

at a time," he said hi an in­
terview the day after winning 
the money. "I’m not going to go 
wild."

But he did admit to some big 
plans.

"I’m going to buy a fairly 
large home," laughed Brown, 
living in a $50 apartment at the 
time. “I’ll have a couple of 
servants — a maid, a cook, 
maybe even a butler — and I’m 
going to live in style.”

He started by buying a $60,000 
motor home and spent six 
months touring around the 
United States, visiting one of his 
ex-wives to whom he gave 
$10,000 and a new car.

Upon returning to Ingersoll, 
he purchased the Ingersoll Inn 
where, a few years before, he 
had been a bartender. After a 
year-and-a-half, he sold it.

Rose Goodman, who served as 
his manager, said Brown got out 
of the hotel business in 1978 on 
the advice of some friends 
because the Inn was losing 
money.

And Brown was also losing 
his.
“His worse problem was he 

was too generous,” said Mrs. 
Goodman. “I think people took 
advantage of him.”

He was fond of buying rounds 
of drinks which didn’t help the 
Inn’s ledger. At times, he would 

also take his only paying 
customers with him up to the 
legion.

But Mrs. Goodman takes 
exception to any suggestion he 
was stupid.
“If you got talking to John, he 

was very intelligent,” she said. 
“Some people say he was stupid 
but he was smarter than people 
give him credit for.”

She said she suspects Brown 
realized some people were 
taking advantage of him but 
couldn't stop spending the 
windfall.
“He enjoyed it at first,” she 

said. “I also think he enjoyed 
helping people with it.”

Brown was a soft touch. 
Anyone could approach him 
with money problems.and come 
away with a few dollars — and 
sometimes a lot more. Mrs. 
Goodman said Brown wanted 
people to like him.
“I always thought he was a 

very lonely man although he 
always had people around him," 
she said.

Gladys Biashill, who became 
friends with Brown soon after he 
moved to Ingersoll a decade 
ago, said he liked people paying 
attention to him. Money — and 
the things it brought — made 
this possible. He was able to see 
himself as an important person 
in town.
“He saw the world the way he 

wanted to see it, not the way it 

was,” she said. Finally, the 
money was gone.

Brown's "fairly large home" 
has been for sale for months and 
jiis furniture was being auc­
tioned off across town at the 
same time police found his body. 
Mrs. Blashill said Brown was 
planning to move into an 
apartment in Windsor where he 
had been working weekends — 
once again in a hotel.
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