
CENTENNIAL YEAR 1967

COUNTY OF OXFORD HISTORICAL ITEM NO. 5

A very brief history of the Oxford Home for the Aged

Mr. James Anderson, Reeve of the Township of East Zorra and Warden of 
Oxford County, announced to County Council on the afternoon of June 6th, 1889, 
that he had been requested to grant a hearing to a deputation upon the 
question of a House of Refuge. On motion, the privilege asked for, was granted.

On June 7th, a deputation consisting of Rev. Dr. McMullen of Knox 
Presbyterian Church, Woodstock; Rev. Mr.Farthing of New St. Pauls Anglican 
Church, Woodstock and Rev. Mr. Wade of Old St. Pauls Anglican Church, Wood- 
stock, appeared before Council and presented a petition from Mr. John White 
and upwards to 450 others praying for the establishment of a House of Refuge 
for the County of Oxford. It was moved, seconded and carried that this 
petition be referred to a special committee to enquire into the advisability 
of erecting a House of Refuge, and that said Committee be requested to procure 
all the information possible relating to Houses of Industry and to report to 
this Council.

A full report was presented at the December 1889 Session and it recommended 
the establishment of a House of Refuge and Industrial Farm, The report was not 
adopted at that time, but held over for further discussion.

The question was finally put to Council on January 50th, 1891, and by a 
vote of 18 to 17 it was decided to proceed. The Clerk was instructed to 
advertise for offers of suitable parcels of land in the County, of not 
less than 45 acres, or more than 100, and located not more than two miles from 
a railway station.

On June 25th, 1891, the Council, on the 14th ballot, selected from a total 
of 59 offers of farms, the 100 acre farm of Mr. J, Virtue, located on the east 
half of Lot 5, Concession 10, Township of East Zorra. The price paid was 
360.00 an acre which included a frame house and barn.

The Council employed Messrs. Cuthbertson and Fowler as Architects and 
instructed that plans be completed for a Home to accommodate about 100 inmates, 
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OXFORD HOME FOR AGED - Continued

The Members of the first Management Committee were: Mr. S. J. Cole, 
Reeve of the Town of Woodstock; Mr. R. J. Henderson, Reeve of the Township 
of Blandford and Mr. John Sheahan, Deputy Reeve of the Township of North 
Norwich. Of course, there were a number of building committees appointed in 
the years of preparation.

The cost of the 100 acre farm was 36,000.00. The final cost of erection, 
including drainage, fencing, well, windmill, architecture, farm implements, 
stock, house furnishings, furniture was 322,500.00, making a total of 328,500.00.

The building was ready to accept residents on March 15th, 1895 and on the 
first day Mr. James Leek of North Norwich Township was admitted.

On December 10th, 1895 Mary McLeod, age 51, of East Zorra Township was 
admitted and she lived in the Home continuously until her death in 1950*

There is also an interesting story of another family. On August 15th, 
1895 a man age was admitted. He died on August 51st of the same year. In
1896 three of his children, ages 8, 10 and 11 were admitted, but taken out the 
next year by their mother. The older child, a daughter, came back in 1919 at 
the age of 55 and brought her 20 year old Son with her. The wife of the man 
who entered the Home in 1895 came into the Home on March 16th, 1928 and died on 
May 25th, 1928. So we have a family picture of Mother and Father, Daughter and 
Grandson, all being residents in the Oxford County Home.

* * * ❖ ’X * * * « * * * -Jt * $

The first report of the Inspector was as follows:

March 15th, 1895 to December 51st, 1895
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OXFORD HOME FOR AGED - Continued

Number in Home January 1, 1966 26
Number admitted during year 8
Discharged 4
Died in Home Nil
Number in Home December JI, 1966 JO

Males 22; Females 8; Cost per day per resident ft J.11

One person, presently in the Home, was admitted February Jrd, 19JO.

SUPERINTENDENTS AND MATRONS

Mr. and Mrs. Robert McDonald
(Mr. McDonald died on January

Mr. and Mrs. Oliver J. Clarke

Mr. and Mrs. D. G. Murray

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Parker

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Forbes

Mr. D. F. (Mike) Knott
/KT. J  . UZrrrZ

appointed January 1, 189J
27th, 189J)
March 1, 189J to March JI, 190J

April 1, 190J to December JI, 1909

January 1, 1910 to December JI, 1927

January 1, 1928 to March JI, 196j

April 1, 1965 to 2 3 ;



F o r  L sand  f o r  a n  I n d u s t r i a l  F a r m  f o r  t h e  C o u n t s  o f  O x fo r d .

To the Warden and Members o f the County Council o f the County o f Oxford :

C EW TLEM EW ,—!  hereby offer a n d  agree to sell to the C ounty o f  Oxford, fo r  Cash, the 

fo llow ing  land s a n d  prem ises s itu a ted  on Lot N o ........... Con- W o............ Tow nship o f .........................  

............................................... County o f  Oxford, a n d  con ta in ing  by ad ,m easurem en t.....................  

acres, at a.nd fo r  the price or lu m p  su m  o t ...............     Dollars.
This offer to rem a in  open u n til  1st J u ly , 1891.

P A R T IE S  TENDERING A R E  EXPECTED TO A N SW E R  F U L L Y  TH E  FOLLOWING QUEST IONS.

What is the general quality of the land ? •

What is the particular character of the soil ?

Is the land hilly, rolling, or level (

Is the land drained ? If n

What is the distance from nearest railway st;

What is the name of the station ?

Is there a dwelling house on the premises?

<If what is it built ?

tv naL is its size ?

What estimate have you placed on its value ?

Is there a barn and stable on the premises ?

Of what is it built ?

What is its size I

t, is there good outlet for drainage ?

,ion ?

When was it built ?

How many rooms ?

When was it built ?



COPY OF ADVERTISEM ENT

A nd C onditions under w hich T enders a re  to  be S u b m itted  for th e  C om pletion of 

th e  E rection  of a  House of R efuge for th e  C ounty of Oxford.

C O P Y  O F

TO CONTRACTORS :
Sealed Tenders addressed to the undersigned will be received until the 30th day of Octolrer next for the erection of a 

House of Refuge for the County of Oxford. Plans and specifications can be seen at the office of the County Clerk at Wood- 
stock, and the conditions under which all tenders will be submitted, as also blank Forms of Tender can be obtained from the 
County Clerk.
COUNCIL CHAMBEBS, JAMES WHITE, COUNTY CLERK,

Woodstock, 1st October, 1891. Woodstock, Ont.

C O lS r J D T T T O T T S =
All parties intending to oiler for the above work are requested to do so under the following conditions ;

1st The Plans and Specifications must remain in the office of the County Clerk, where ample provision for their 
examination will l>e made.

2nd. A marked cheque, payable to H. P. Brown, Esq., Treasurer of the County of Oxford, for an amount equal to one 
per cent, of the tender, must accompany each tender, which will be returned if tender is not accepted, but will be forfeited if 
tender is accepted and for any reason withdrawn, or if for any cause failure takes place on the part of the party tendering to 
comply with the terms of the conditions.

3rd. A contract must be entered into within ten days after notice of acceptance of tender has Iteen given by the party 
or parties whose tender is accepted in accordance with the conditionsand specifications, and two good and sufficient sureties for 
three thousand dollars each, who will join in the contract, must lie supplied satisfactorily to the Committee for the due fulfil 
ment of his or their contract.

4th. The time for commencing the work, or any part of the work, shall be as directed by the Architect, and the time 
for the completion of the work shall be as mutually agreed upon, but must not be later than 1st November, 1892.
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March 1977

HOUSE OF REFUGE - COUNTY HOME1893 -  1969
Several months ago, the Woodingford Lodge Committee asked me to compile 

a list of names of former residents of the House of Refuge or County Home, 
who had passed away and were buried in the cemetery on the farm about half a 
mile to the west. The County Home building is now occupied by the Agricultural 
Campus of Fanshawe College in the former Township of East Zorra.

While researching the records, I thought it advisable to record some of 
the details and history of the Home’s operations from 1893 to 1969 with 
regards to the Residents.

The first person admitted to the Home was Mr. James Leek, farmer, age 
80, of the Township of North Norwich: March 13, 1893.

The oldest person admitted that first year was Jessie Douglas of Ingersoll, 
age 95. She was the oldest person to be admitted at any time. The youngest 
person admitted in 1893, was a 32 year old woman with her 2 year old son. 
They resided in the Home for 2 months. In 1893 a total of 30 persons entered 
the Home.

In 1894 a total of 81 were in residence at one time or another. That 
year, two little sisters, both aged 2, were admitted on February 19th and 
signed in by W. Watterworth of Ingersoll. Their Mother never resided in the 
Home and the girls were discharged on October 10th and November Sth that year. 
I presume they were twins and were released for adoption.

In 1895 a total of 98 were in residence. One baby aged 3 weeks, and a 
baby girl of 6 months were admitted. After living in the Home for 5 months, 
they were discharged.
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HOUSE OF REFUGE - COUNTY HOME - Continued;

Charles Nelson Mundy was admitted February 3, 1930, at age 22, and is 
presently residing in Woodingford Lodge. He is now 69 and has lived in Home 
Care for forty-seven years.

George "Washington" Jones, coloured, age 60 or so he said, with an 
occupation listed as advertising, entered the Home on August 8, 1935 and was 
allowed to leave in 1936. He entered the Home again, almost blind, on July 
10, 1950 and passed away December 8, 1951. With his swallow-tail coat, silk 
top hat, medals and badges, sandwich board and megaphone, he was a familiar 
and well-liked character walking up and down Dundas Street, Woodstock adver
tising hockey games, baseball, and other events; and was commonly known as 
the "Town Crier". One person stated that with winds in the right direction, 
his booming voice could be heard in Eastwood. Friends arranged a proper 
funeral and he was buried in the Woodstock Baptist Cemetery. In 1952, the 
same friends, spearheaded by the late Percy Canfield, took up a collection 
and erected a suitable headstone which reads, "George Jones, 1856-1951, Town 
Crier". Of course, there is a discrepancy of about 20 years in his age, 
but what does it matter.

The first death in the Home was Jessie McKesaig, age 80, April 14, 1893 
and her body was buried in the Woodstock Roman Catholic Cemetery.

Robert Stewart, age 96, died August 27, 1895 and was buried in the Farm 
Cemetery. His wife Martha, also a Home resident, died on April 10, 1900. 
The husband's body was removed from the Farm Cemetery and then they were 
buried side by side in the Woodstock Methodist Cemetery.

First burial on the Farm was July 19, 1895 —  Last burial March 19, 1956.

Youngest burial —  a stillborn baby; Oldest burial - 103(114).

At the House of Refuge committee meeting on October 2, 1895, the follow
ing resolution was passed:

"That a quarter of an acre on the western boundary 
of the farm at the centre of the lot be set apart and fenced for the purpose 
of a cemetery lot and the Manager be authorized to have the same fenced off 
and to have the bodies now interred on the farm, removed thereto". The 
Cemetery was established late in 1895 and two bodies transferred.
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HOUSE OF REFUGE - COUNTY HOME - Continued:

Each cause of death was recorded in the "Register of Burials" and here 
are a few of the many that are listed: Dropsy, Apoplexy, Locomotor Ataxia, 
Dimentia, Softening of the brain and general debility, Brights Disease, La 
Grippe, and Old Age.

Admissions of many persons to the Home were made by The House of Refuge 
Committee, County Council and by the Inspector. However, Municipalities are 
recorded for 155 of the persons buried in the Farm Cemetery, which are as 
follows:

Blandford 3 Tillsonburg 9
Blenheim 16 Embro 4
Dereham 14 Norwich 2
East Nissouri 5 Tavistock 1
North Norwich 2 Division 1 3
South Norwich 12 Division 2 4
East Oxford 7 Division 3 3
North Oxford 6 Division 4 5
East Zorra 5 Division 5 7
West Zorra 10 Division 6 1
Woodstock 23 Division 7 1
Ingersoll 12

After July 1, 1901 when Woodstock became a separated City, Division 2
became Division 1, Division 3 became Division 2,etc.

Upon admission to the Home, residents are required to record their 
religion and they are as follows:

Baptist, Roman Catholic, None, Presbyterian, 
Church of England, Quaker, Lutheran, Methodist, Follower of Christ, Univer- 
salist, Salvationist, Friends, United Brethern, English Church, Congregational, 
Anglican, Evangelical, Mennonite, Episcopalian, Christian Science, Buddhist, 
United Church, Gospel Tabernacle, Nazarene, Protestant, BME, Jewish, Gospel 
Hall, Pentecostal and Greek Roman Catholic.

The most burials in the Farm Cemetery in any one year was eight in 1906 
and again in 1936.

From the year 1893 to 1956, there were only seven years in which ne one 
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HOUSE OF REFUGE - COUNTY HOME - Continued:

From 1894 (five children admitted) to as late as 1947 the records show 
that 43 children from ages of 3 days to 14 years were admitted to the County 
Home. Many returned to their own homes after several weeks in residence - 
some stayed on for years - some were adopted - some were transferred to the 
Shelter, and one youngster died in the Home after living there for nineteen 
years.

In 1909, one group of 4 brothers and sisters from Blenheim Township were 
admitted and stayed for two months and then returned to their own home.

The new Oxford House of Refuge building created quite a bit of interest 
as Mr. 0. J. Clarke, Manager, reported to County Council in December 1895, 
"By the 1st of January next we will have shown through the building about 
2,000 visitors for the year, no small task for one person"; And in December 
1896, "1,200 visitors have been shown through our building this year. They 
are from all parts of the County, and nearly all parts of the world".

County Council had complete jurisdiction over the operation of "The 
Industrial Farm and House of Refuge" and passed its By-law No. 367 on January 
28, 1893. Very briefly, here are a few of the regulations as outlined in the 
By-law.

Three members of Council to be the Committee to direct and oversee the 
management of the Farm and House of Refuge. To meet quarterly.

Each of the local Municipalities will be held responsible and must pay 
for the maintenance and keep of inmates signed in by their representatives 
at the rate of the annual cost for maintenance - not to exceed $1.50 per 
week for each inmate so sent.

Duties of the Manager:
To examine all persons received, cause them to be 

thoroughly cleansed, and suitably located as to age, sex and character; treat
ing with considerate care and kindness all children, sick and infirm inmates. 
To see that provisions are good, properly cooked, and sufficient, and that no 
waste, thereof, is at any time permitted. To visit each night at the hour 
fixed for retiring, every occupied room and see that the inmates have all 
retired, and that lights are out and everything safe and secure. To inflict 
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HOUSE OF REFUGE - COUNTY HOME - Continued:

That any child from the House of Refuge may be bound out as an apprentice 
to any lawful trade, calling, profession or employment. That provision is made 
for the proper education of the child. That at the expiration of the apprentice
ship he or she shall at least be furnished with an outfit of good and comfort
able clothing.

Rules governing Inmates:

Every person admitted must be thoroughly cleansed by bath, his hair cut 
short and properly clothed. All inmates who are able, shall rise at 6 A.M. 
during April to September and at 7 A.M. during the remainder of the year. All 
inmates who are able, shall work at whatever work is assigned to them by the 
Manager or Matron. Inmates are to be allowed to attend their several places 
of worship on Sunday, but they shall return immediately after the service 
unless permission for a longer absence has been given by the Manager. All 
inmates shall take the place assigned to them at the table for meals, shall 
always present themselves with clean faces and hands, and hair properly combed. 
No profane, obscene, or improper language shall be permitted on the premises. 
No spirituous or malt liquors shall be allowed on the premises. All inmates 
shall be within the building at 7 P.M., and shall retire not later than 9 P.M. 
during the summer months and 8:30 P.M. during the winter months. Any inmate 
guilty of drunkenness, disobedience, immorality, obscenity, profane language, 
theft, waste, defacing any part of the building or furniture, shall be punished 
as the case may seem to demand. No conversation, except as directed by the 
Inspector or Manager shall be held with inmates in confinement and the food 
of such shall consist of bread and water only, unless otherwise ordered by the 
Inspector or Surgeon. The Sabbath Day shall be strictly observed and no 
irreligious diversion or unnecessary labour indugled in, and during any 
religious service, which may be held in the House, no noise or disturbance 
shall be made in any part of the buildings or ground.

"AMEN"
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MAY 1981

THE HOUSE OF REFUGE

Fortunately, all the hand-written Minute Books of the Management 
Committee of the Oxford County House of Refuge have been preserved, 
and in this article I would like to record some of the highlights 
through the 1890's.

These Minute Books are safely stored at Woodingford Lodge.

March 2nd, 1893. Committee met this day at 11 a.m. Members all 
present, and also D. R. Calder, Warden, and James White, County 
Clerk.

Three Members: - Jolin Sheahan North Norwich, Chairman
Deputy Reeve 1882, 83, 90, 91, 92, 93.

- S. J. Cole Woodstock
4th Deputy Reeve 1891, 92; Reeve 1893, 94;
Division "One" representative in 1897, 98, 99; 
Warden first half of 1900. On July 1st, 1901 
Woodstock was incorporated as a city.

- Ro Jo Henderson Blandford
Reeve 1891, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96.

James Anderson East Zorra, Secretary and Inspector
Deputy Reeve 1881; Reeve 1883, 84, 85, 86, 87, 
83; Warden 1889; Reeve 1890, 91, 92.
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HISTORICAL ITDIi LIO. 27 -  c o n t in u e d

The M anager was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  k eep  any a c c o u n ts  and  r e c o r d s  on 
s h e e t s  o f  p a p e r ,  u n t i l  th e  p r o p e r  b o o k s w ere  f u r n i s h e d ,  b la n k s  w ere  
a g re e d  upon f o r  a d m is s io n  o f  In m a te s  and  th e  I n s p e c t o r  o r d e r e d  t o  have  
t h r e e  h u n d re d  c o p ie s  p r i n t e d  and  a l s o  one h u n d re d  c o p ie s  o f  s c h e d u le  
f o r  t e n d e r s  f o r  s u p p l i e s .  A p r i n t e d  s c h e d u le  f o r  s u p p l i e s  was p a s t e d  
i n t o  th e  m in u te  book . I t  f o l lo w s :

B e e f , p e r  l b . ,  by f o r e - q u a r t e r  
B ee f f o r  r o a s t i n g  (nam ing p a r t ) , 
p e r  l b .
B ee f f o r  b o i l i n g  (nam ing p a r t ) , 
p e r  l b .
D re ad , p e r  100 l b s .  i n  4 l b .  
lo a v e s
*O atriea l, p e r  100 l b s . , ( r o l l e d )
* C o m n e a l, p e r  100 l b s .
P o t  B a r le y ,  p e r  100 l b s .
R ice , p e r  100 l b s .
B e an s , w h ite  hand  p ic k e d ,  n e r  
100 l b s .
P o t a to e s ,  p e r  b a g , 90 l b s .

Sam ples r e q u i r e d  o f  a l l  a r t i c l e s

C o f fe e ,  g r e e n ,  p e r  l b .
S u g a r , g r a n u l a t e d ,  by  b b l . , p e r  l b .  
S u g a r ,  l i g h t  y e l lo w , by b b l . , p e r  
l b .
P e p p e r ,  u n g ro u n d , p e r  l b .
* S y ru p , p e r  g a l .
S a l t ,  p e r  b b l . , (C an ad ian ) 
S a l t ,  p e r  l b .  s a c k ,  A sh to n s  
M u sta rd  i n  4 l b .  j a r s ,  p e r  l b .  
*S oap , b a r  p e r  l b .
*T ea , g r e e n ,  p e r  l b .
*T ea, b l a c k ,  p e r  l b .

m arked  *

M arch 1 3 th ,  1093. 
r e c o r d e d  was

Awarded t e n d e r s .  The o n ly  i te m  w i th  a  p r i c e  
f o r  b re a d  a t  $ 1 .7 5  p e r  c w t.

M arch 2 9 th .  H r. C o le  r e p o r t e d  h a v in g  p u rc h a s e d  a  cow on
S a tu rd a y  f o r  $ 3 9 .0 0 . Two cow s, a t  $ 4 0 .0 0  e a c h ,  w ere  p u rc h a s e d  fro ia  
Mr. M cD onald, a lo n g  w ith  f o u r  to n s  o f  h a y , a t  $ 3 .0 0  p e r  t o n ,  and  
two p lo w s , a t  $ 1 4 .0 0  e a c h . One h o r s e  was p u rc h a s e d  from  John  
C u lle n  f o r  $ 9 0 .0 0 , one from  A. Harwood f o r  $ 9 0 .0 0  and  s i x  p ig s  
fro ia  R o b e r t  W ilson  f o r  $ 1 4 .0 0 .

A p r i l  2 0 th .  The C h a im a n  and H r. C ole  w ere  d i r e c t e d  to  m ee t th e
S ta n d in g  C o m m ittee , on th e  ?Iew C o u r t  House B u i ld in g ,  and  r e q u e s t  
t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  rem o v ing  th e  b r i c k  and  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  now on th e  
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7T0RICAL ITEM JO. 2 7 - continued

September 2nd, 1893. Coal shed tender was accepted at $425.00.
The Matron was authorized to engage a female 

servant at a rate not exceeding $6.00 per month.
Tenders for coal were accepted; furnace coal 

$6.25 per ton, stove coal $6.50 per ton.

Jovenber 27th 
month.

Mary Derry, servant; pay increased to $7.00 per

1894

The Committee considered the natter of entertainment at the House 
of Refuge and instructed the Manager in future to dispense 'with such 
as it was a County expense.

Meetings of the Committee were to be held monthly in the future.

iir. Cole was authorized to procure one hundred feet of hose for 
use in the house and to have the proper connections made with the 
water pipes.

It was resolved to purchase a suitable horse, harness and democrat 
wagon.

Purchased one hundred posts at ten cents each.

The offer of Edwin dersee for trees, plants and shrubs, as per 
list made out by the Manager, was accepted at a price of $22.77.

The Manager was authorized to got what plank was required for 
sidewalks around the house, also what chairs were required of the 
various styles necessary.

Hr. Cole was authorized to purchase a carload of tile of the 
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HISTORICAL ITEM JO. 27 - continued

Tenders were accepted for: Oatiaeal, $1.73 per 90 lbs.; Rice, 
3’,$ per lb.; Tea, 20$ per lb.; Coffee, 22$ per lb.; Sugar, Granulated, 

per lb.; Beans, 2%$ per lb.; Soap, 5$ per lb.; Chewing Tobacco, 
48$ per lb.; Smoking Tobacco, 47$ per lb.; Codfish, 5 3/4$ i>er lb.; 
Soda biscuits, 5'$$ per lb.; Raisins and Currants, 5$ per lb.; Brooms 
$1.50 to $2.00 per dozen; Cheese, 7’5$ per lb.

The Manager was instructed to advertise for a general servant 
and offer liberal wages, such as would induce a really good one to 
stay. (Ilary Jackson hired at $10.00 per month)

The ilanager was instructed to have made and kept on hand a few 
coffins for Inmates who may die at the Refuge and whose friends do not 
claim then.

1396
/Approved plans and specifications of a building for an ice house 

and shed for visitors' horses, (later accepted lowest of seven tenders 
for $139.00)

Asked for offers from livery men for conveying Jurors and 
Councillors to and from the House of Refuge. Lowest quotation 
accepted; $1.95 per trip.

The Manager was instructed to furnish coffins for any Inmates in 
the future who die in the Refuge, even if interred by their friends at 
former residence.

Built a refrigerator in basement of building for $83.50.
Year’s subscription to ’’Sentinel Review” and "Times"; each $1.00 

per year.
Accepted committment of three children of Urs. Sloan, Dorth Norwich, 

and also to offer to Hrs. Sloan a sum not to exceed $5.00 per month 



HISTORICAL ITEM NO. 27 continued

1898
The Matron was authorized to hire an extra servant during the 

Spring to assist in sewing and providing clothing for the Inmates.
Compared with 1835, prices were up slightly; Bread, $2.00 per 

cwt.; Cornmeal, $1.50 per cwt.; Oatmeal, $2.10 per 90 lbs.; Rice, 4C per 
lb.; Tea, 25C per lb.; Sugar, 5 1/8C per lb.; Pepper, 15C per lb., 
Chewing Tobacco, 68C per lb.; Smoking Tobacco, 67C per lb.; Split Peas, 
2C per lb.; Raisins and Currants, 7£ per lb., White Wine Vinegar, 
25C per gal.; etc.

Authorized payment of $14.00 to 
oil cake meal, $9.23 to Spring Creek 
to Wm. Parsons for 100 cedar posts.

George Kirk for 1,000 lbs. of
Cheese Co. for cheese and $10.00

The supplier of meat requested payment monthly instead of 
quarterly and this was granted.

An offer of $46.00 per head, for the fat cattle on hand, was 
accepted.

A new cesspool was 
of the Refuge at a cost

built and new concrete floors in the basement 
of $246.00.

1899
The Manager was instructed to sell five or six tons of hay at as 

fair a price as could be obtained (say $7.00 or $8.00 per ton).
Purchased a pleasure sleigh at a cost of $35.00.
Sold 435 bushels of oats at 30C per bushel.



COUNTY OF OXFORD HISTORICAL ITEM NO. 29

OCTOBER 1981

THE HOUSE OF REFUGE 
1900 TO 1909 INCLUSIVE

A Continuation of Historical Item No. 27, dated May, 1981

1900
The Manager was instructed to purchase a boiler, for the 

laundry, for the purpose of boiling Inmates clothing. The cost 
was $20.00.

Authorized to purchase a wagon, with not less than three 
inch tires, and if necessary a rack for the same.

Mr. Cole, Committee Member, as authorized, reported having 
sold four steers for $132.00.

The contents of the barn were insured for $1,400.00.
A disc harrow and lumber wagon were purchased for $83.00.
A used barber chair was purchased for $5.00. This barber 

chair was still in service in 1969 when the residents were 
transferred to Woodingford Lodge.

The matter of keeping Inmates free from vermin was discussed 
and the opinion of Dr. McLay, who was present, was heard, when it 
was resolved to further instruct the Manager to see that al.l 
Inmates were bathed and their' clothing changed weekly until the 
house was free from vermin, and also to burn all suspicious 
clothing.

1901
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The Chairman was authorized to enter into a new contract 
with the Bell Telephone Co., for three years, on their 
furnishing a metallic circuit and a guarantee that the instrument 
would work satisfactorily. Contract $50.00 per annum for three 
years.

James T. Bain - Casket linings - $3.75
Sentinel-Review - Advertising - 50C
John Walton - Threshing 1J2 days - $18.00
Rent of Post Office Box - $1.50
Electric Light Co. - Light for 3 months - $8.40

1903
January
A communication from the Manager and Matron in reference to 

a grant of money, in the event of their retirement, was read and 
considered, but no action was taken in reference thereto, in view 
of the fact that arrangements may be made for the continuance of 
their management for another year at least. In the meantime, the 
Inspector was instructed to prepare a synopsis of their request 
for the use of the members of the County Council at their 
January Session.

April 1st
The matter of procuring furniture for the incoming Manager 

was discussed and the Committee decided to meet the Chairman of 
the County Buildings Committee with a view of purchasing what 
was necessary.

It was decided to leave the sale of the cattle to the hew 
Manager, Mr. D. G. .Murray, appointed April 1st.

The former Manager, Mr. Clarke, reported having sold the 
wheat of the previous year for $218.25.
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A new range for the kitchen was purchased from the Gurney 
Foundry Co., Toronto, for $170.00 cash and three old ranges. The 
Company to guarantee workmanship and material for one year and 
.the range was to be set up and connected at the House of Refuge.

The Committee decided to improve the furnishings of the 
laundry, to procure a new hose for .fire protection and to purchase 
at least four fire extinguishers.

1904
The Committee authorized to have the windmill tower raised 

ten feet higher than at present, at a cost not to exceed $20.00.
The Manager was authorized to purchase and build a wire 

fence around the old orchard at a cost not to exceed $30.00; to 
have the hedge in front of the Refuge property trimmed to a 
height not to exceed three feet; to call for tenders for four 
closets at the House of Refuge and also for cesspool and tile 
drain to connect to the same.

1905
Tender of Poole & Co. for groceries and bread for one year 

was accepted.
September Meeting
It was resolved that the Manager be granted a holiday, not to 

exceed 15 days, at any time before December 1st.
Poole & Co. - Groceries and supplies for three months - $24'8.12
The November Meeting was held at the County Clerk's Office, 

Court House, due to the fact that one of the Manager's family was 
ill with diptheria.
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The Secretary reported having sent plans and specifications 
of proposed sewage tanks to the Provincial Board of Health. Later 
a contract was signed for the septic tank at a cost of $365.00 .

1907
The Committee advertised for a married man as farm hand for 

the Industrial Farm in connection with the House of Refuge. The 
application of Mr. Johnson Irving was accepted at the salary of 
$325.00 per year to be paid as follows: $30.00 per month for 
seven months from April 15th, 1907 and $23.00 per month for the 
remaining five months. The applicant was to have a free house, 
lot and garden in connection therewith and two quarts of milk 
per day if required. The Manager was authorized to repair the 
house occupied by the farm hand as directed by the Committee.

Resolved that the Manager of the House of Refuge be instructed 
to not give the Inmates who use tobacco more than one plug per 
week.

The Manager reported the sale of two veal calves for $13.37.
Resolved, on the recommendation of Dr. Park, that Fred Shafer 

be sent to the Woodstock Hospital for an operation, the Doctor 
agreeing to perform said operation free of charge to the County.

1908
.The Manager was authorized to purchase a stand for use of 

Ministers, also one dozen additional Hymn Books and a dozen chairs 
for the Men's Dining Room.

The Committee recommended to County Council that the salary 
of the Matron of the House of Refuge be increased $100.00 per 
annum. She was to furnish any additional help required.
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1910
July 6th
The Manager reported sales of cattle and produce since 

January 1st, 1910 to the amount of $331.00.
July 9th
The Committee met to consider plans for building a house on 

the Industrial Farm for the hired man. Mr. McNichol was present 
and submitted plans to the Committee. After a lengthy discussion, 
the Committee decided to adopt the square plan as submitted, 
size 26' x 31'. Mr. McNichol was engaged as architect to prepare 
plans and specifications for the erection and completion of the 
building. The said building was to be completed not later than 
the first of November, 1910, the architect was to advertise the 
same in both City papers, and the tenders were to be received so 
as to be presented to the Committee on the 6th day of August, 1910.

August 6th
Committee met to receive tenders. The following were accepted:
W. J. Taylor - Mason Work $1,034.00
A. J. McKinney - Carpenter Work 975.00
F. Bottoms - Painting 75.00
Gardner & Co. - Galvanized Iron Work 52.00

Total $2,136.00
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November 18th
That Mr. Archibald, Manager of the Woodstock Public Utility 

Commission, be authorized to sell the electric motor in use at 
the House of Refuge and install a new one suitable for Hydro 
Electric Power. .

An account approved - J . D. McKenzie - Liquor ordered by 
Doctor - 50 C

Mr. and Mrs. Parker, Manager and Matron, were congratulated 
by the Committee for their excellent work in the Home.

1912
A fairly routine year.
The building was to be painted. A doorway was constructed 

in the basement stairway. An inspirator and injector were installed 
in the boiler. A new motor for the water system was installed.

The Manager was authorized to purchase white oil cloth table 
cloths for the ladies dining room.

A male resident was reprimanded for improper conduct and if 
he persisted in disobeying the rules he.was to be discharged.

Other problems were handled such as estates, payment for 
maintenance, etc.

A new regulation came into effect July 1st. The Warden 
became a member of the Committee for the first time. It was still 
a three man Committee with two members from the County and one 
from Woodstock.
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Canadian Oat Flakes Co.
Hospital for Epileptics - ice
Karn Morris Piano Co. - repair and tune organ 
Tillsonburg Liberal - advertising 
and others

With Ingersoll becoming an incorporated town, the Committee 
was composed of the Mayors of Woodstock and Ingersoll and two 
appointed by the County.

1914
(WAR)

The first meeting was held on April 1st.
The Committee recommended to County Council that the salary 

of the Secretary of the Board be fixed at $25.00 per annum.
A Resolution was passed that Mack Paul be given the burials 

at the House of Refuge at eight dollars per burial.
The next meeting was held on July 2nd.
Wm. Stone & Son - Fertilizer - $28.00
F. W. Burgess - Sewing Machine - $35.00
Standard Tube and Fence Co. - Fence - $55.02
October 1st
Authorized purchase of a hay loader - $75.50
Additional Home help - $14.00 per month
Throughout the early years the name of the Secretary was 
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A Resolution was passed that a resident, with sufficient 
means, be asked to sign an agreement with the Committee agreeing 
to pay $2.00 per week for his keep.

The Manager be instructed to have plans and specifications 
drawn for a porch at the front door of the Refuge similar to 
porches shown on Royal Victoria Hospital, Barrie and Ross 
Memorial Hospital, Lindsay, as well as estimated cost.

A Resolution was passed that B. McNichol, architect, be 
authorized to ask for tenders for the erection of a porch on the 
front of the Refuge as per plan, with pressed brick pillars.

Tenders:
George Adams - Mason and Brick Work - $359.00
W. J. Bond - Mason and Brick Work - $339.00
Clark and Manning - Carpenter Work - $244.00
McKinney Lumber - Verandah Complete - $470.00
McKinney Lumber tender was accepted, the work to be completed 

by September 1st.
That the Manager be instructed and authorized to purchase 

for Angus McIntyre yearly, the first of May, wearing apparel to 
the value of $15.00.

1917
Fred Losee, farm hand, salary was raised to $500.00 per year.
Bread 4%C per lb. - Meat 13C per lb.
Authorized putting eavestroughs on House of Refuge and barn 
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1919
County Council recommended better fire protection at the 

House.
Application of the farm hand for an increase in salary was 

not entertained.
Servant girls' salaries were increased two dollars per month 

each.
Purchased one combined rake and tedder for $118.00.
Decided to install electric lights in the farm house and 

barn.

L. K. Coles


