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WAR BRIDES

Three women recall horrors of last great war
■y lOMRBun
w  afrw a m i w««>___________________

They were nearly all sick when 
they arrived here 45 y e a n  ago 
—some w ere sick from “ 10 days of 
Hell on the ship” , some form the 
laxative gum that had been sold to 
them as real gum a t Toronto, 
many because they were pregnant 
and nearly all of them because 
they were homesick,

They had left their homes, par­
ents and a ir  their fam ily and 
friends in Great Britain to start a 
new life in a new country with a 
new husband whom they often had 
known for only a short time.

I t  was one of the biggest steps 
they had ever taken in their lives. 
Some were only teenagers, most 
were In their early 20s and hardly 
any of them had ever been away 
from  home before.

They were w ar brides — a name 
that still stays w ith them after all 
these years. M any came to our 
community and today are an Inte­
gral part of our town. Only a soft 
trace of a cultured British accent Is 
there to remind us that they didn't 
always live here.

M E M O R IE S  O F  W A R
The w ar in the Persian Gulf has 

brought back many memories to 
these residents: Televised a ir raid  
sirens in Iraq have caused night­
mares in Ingersoll. Painful mem­
ories of bomb shelters, lost homes 
and the constant worry about loved 
ones haveall emerged.

Marg McSherry lives with her 
husband Joe on Concession Street. 
She came here in 1946 and friends 
still tease her that leaving Victoria 
Station in London, England, and 
getting off the train at Mutual 
Street in Ingersoll must have been 
the ultim ate inculture shock.

She left behind her mother and 
father, three grandparents, cous­
ins and aunts in a closely knit fam ­
ily-

In addition to her homesickness 
and loneliness she suffered 
through horrendous feelings of 
guilt because she was an only child 
and had left everyone behind.

However, she had known from 
the time she m et Joe there was no 
turning back.

They had a white wedding in the 
fam ily church in Greenland and 
the reception at the Nelson home 
later. McSherry remembers all 
their fam ily and friends had saved 
coupons for the food and for her 
wedding dress.

Marjorie Thibideau lives with 
her husband Cecil on Raglan 
Street. She came here on the Queen 
Mary in 1946, one of the last lots of 
war brides to be sent over. Her

husband was still in London a t member D-Day. No one knew what
CMHQ. * was going on, but the troops in

' .  _truck a fter truck were driving past 
m_________________ “ a n d w a v f n 8 “ ><*PBytesguitar „

and singing and we a ll knew it W8 
fered a  white w edd iM  gownwhich special and we all knewrerea a  wmte weaning gown wmcn . .. ,

Thibideau Redford'
had been purchased for ber daugh­
ter but never used.

Again, friends rallied round to 
b e lp w ith  the reception after the 
service a t St. Marys Church in 
Ewell. She left behind her parents, 
two sisters and two brothers. 
Those brothers. F red  and George 
Freem an now live in S t  Thomas 
and.St, Catharines.

Bea Redford, Albert Street, 
came to Canada two years earlier, 
in 1944. She had m et her husband 
Tom a t a dance also..Her home 

. was in Staines, Middlesex and it 
wasn’t  very long before wedding 
bells were ringing. Redford chose 
a  gray  suit w ith navy accessories 
and a  pink blouse for her wedding 
day a t St. Marys Church inStaines. 
Her husband was in his uniform, 
she recalls proudly J '

During a  two-hour interview, 
memories flowed and emotions ran 
high. There were comparisons and 
contradictions as the three "w ar 
brides" compared the Persian 
Gulf W ar to “ our w ar".

TIED IN KNOTS
They all agreed today’s news 

brings back memories they did not 
even realize thdy still had stored.- 
At first they were glued to the tele­
vision set, but after a^night of 
nightmares about bombing raids, 
stomachs “ tied in knots” and find­
ing they were so upset they 
couldn’t  even eat properly in their 
own homes, they soon decided to 
ration their viewing time to just 
enough to keep up with the current

“ Why it had that effect after all 
these years I  just do not know" was 
an often heard comment.

Still referring to the news, they 
m arvel at now different the 
amount of information Is. This 
tim e you know about it as soon as it 
happens. "You see it happen” they 
comment.

S E C R E T IV E  B E F O R E
“ Everything was so secretive 

before" says Thibideau. “ I  re­

iters
and singing and we a ll knew it was 

what i t  must-be but no one said a
U jU j. word to anyone.

M c S h e rry  
all the time. '

W e  w e r e  
trained to keep 
our thoughts to 
ourselves."

M c S h e r r y  
lived between 
tw o  a ir p o r t s  
and would see 
VIP s, including 
ChurddD, com­
ing and going

They' talked about the buzz 
bombs the VJ, the noise they made 
and the terrible times when the 
noise stopped and they knew some­
thing nearby was going to be hit.

McSherry tells of going into the 
bomb shelter one night and craning 
out in the morning to find no home.

CROWDED SHELTERS
What was it like in the bomb 

shelters?
Crowded, obviously. They de­

scribe the Anderson shelter as six 
foot by six foot; on one side a bunk 
between two angle Irons; two lawn 
chairs placed so that as you sat 
there your feet would go a id e r the 
bunk. A few supplies were kept 
there and there was always a  dish 
of- gum drops Which you were -to 
chew if  the raids got bad. This was 
to keep your jaw  from  breaking.

Gas masks were a  part of every­
day life and McSherry recalls hers 
always steamed up a t school when­
ever they had to do math. M c­
Sherry also recalls that While she 
was still a student, the a ir ra id  si­
rens went off "every time we had a 
math class for eight solid months". 
' Thibideau says her mother went 
back to work as a  nurse and always 
had to walk back and forth to work 
in the dark, wearing a steel helmet 
and carrying a  tiny torch. They 
would dart through the night from  
one a ir  raid shelter to another for 
cover.

Redford remembers the horror 
of learning that a German plane 
had swooped down and machine 
gunned kindergarten children 
coming home' from  school in 
Greenford.

McSheery listens quietly and ad- 
ds:“ I  knew I  was there waiting for 
a bus and I  saw it happen." 

Redford recalls being out in an 
open field with some friends when ' 
a plane flew over bead. “ I t  started

to dive toward us and then it 
started shooting" she says. "W e 
never ran  so fast in our lives. I 
dove thto some weeds and they 
turned out to be stinging nettles I "

They think there are m any simi­
larities between the two wars. So 
many civilians were killed in 
“ their w ar”  and they aH remem ­
ber what i t  was like to have to fit a 
gas mask onto a  baby.

Redford, m arried in 1941, had a 
son, Tom, in 1942 and a  second son, 
Doug, in 1943. She recalls w ith a 
chuckle the baby pram  was always 
parked a t the entrance to the a ir 
raid shelter while she was hanging 
diapers on the clothes line.

Although they did not know each 
other, they have so m any shared 
memories — bombing raids, black­
outs, rations, no silk stockings, 
nothing from a store ever wrapped 
In bags, the sound of buzz bombs 
and the whine of the V2s and, sorer 
still, the silence of the bombs 
which m eant they were coming 
down.

“We only had nine slices 
of hard, dark bread a 
week and we had one 
tiny piece of butter - 
which we saved for 
Sunday. We had a 

shilling's worth of meat 
each week and 

something called camp 
coffee which not many 
people could drink. Our 
clothes were rationed, 

too. We had 26 coupons a 
year and most of my 
friends'coats were 
made out of army 

blankets. When we got 
into the boat we had our 
first piece of white bread 

in years and they

warned us not to each 
too much fruit at once 

because we had not had 
it for so long.”

All three brides knew whal il was 
to be homesick.

Redford was brought over early 
because her mother-in-law was ill 
and the fam ily needed her. She was 
busy with her children and her new 
fam ily from the day she arrived

Over the years they raised their 
families, had successful careers 
and contributed in many ways to 
their community.

T O R N  B E T W E E N  
C O U N T R IE S

This is home now to McSherry 
and Redford, but Thibideau is still 
tom  between the two countries.

She was in the Women's Junior 
A ir Corps during the war and now 
her dose friend, Joan, along with 
other friends from the corps pull 
her back to England.

There is definitely one thing 
about Which these Ingersoll resi­
dents'agree: they cannot under­
stand the thinking of peace activ­
ists.

While they a ll agree they should 
have the right to demonstrate in 
this country, they wonder if activ­
ists understand how it is they do 
have that right.

Equating Saddam Hussain with 
Adolph H itler, they ask: “ How can 
■you negotiate with someone like 
that?"

Tibideau recalls: " In  England 
we had Neville Chamberlain as 
prime minister and he was deter­
mined to have peace at all costs

“He always fe lt we could nego­
tiate with H iller and you know 
what that cost us. So manv were 
killed.”

"We must stand behind our 
troops," they reiterate. “ We must 
do everything we can to help them 
and boost their morale "



INGERSOLL — Retirement from Ingersoll District 
Collegiate Institute doesn’t mark the end of Harold Riddolls’ 
association with teenagers.

The music department head — who’s retiring on June 27 — 
is confident many students will maintain their regular visits 
to his home for extra curricular advice.

Many of his pupils have developed a habit of consulting 
Riddolls and his wife, Eileen, about musical and emotional 
difficulties, he said during a recent interview.

“I am really keen on those kids and I hope they keep coming 
to my home.”

“My home is an open house which I hope they continue to 
use...the door is always open and I can always find time to 
talk to them,” Riddolls added.

He has found himself acting as an “extra parent” to many 
of the drop-ins and their confidence in him has led some of the 
students to reveal secrets they wouldn’t even tell their 
parents, he said.

Looking back over his 20 years service at IDCI, Riddolls 
said: “ I wouldn't have stayed if I wasn't happy here. They’ve 
been good years.”

He has watched the IDCI music department grow from 
three classes — with himself as the sole instructor — to 10 
classes under his supervision, with the help of a part-timer.

“ If you’re busy and like what you're doing, you don't keep 
track of time.”

“ I just think it’s time (to retire),” he added. “ I have a 
heavy work load and I’ve found myself running out of steam 
lately. Now, I’ll be able to do what I want to do and still be 
helpful. I’ll still be part of the community...if I was leaving 
town. I'd have a different feeling.”

Prior to his arrival at IDCI. Riddolls served as a supervisor 
of music in local elementry schools and he also gave private 
piano and voice lessons.

After retirement. Riddolls plans to maintain his teaching 
skills and rekindle his sale of musical know-how.

But he's not counting the days before he leaves.
"I am just a day-at-a-time guy,” he said. “ I just can't get 

excited about it (retirement).
"I have a job to do and I'll do it as if I was coming back next 

year...that’s just my way of thinking," he added.
"I am here to teach and I'll do that untill the last class of the 

last day.”

IN G E R S O L L D IS T R IC T
Collegiate Institute music depart­
ment head Harold Riddolls will 
retire at the end of this month af­
ter 20 years of work. Some of his

student
droppin
vice. H
says th



Bev Riley 
receives 
M orrison 
A w ard

Bev Riley Monday at council was 
presented with the Thomas Morrison 
award for outstanding contributions to 
Ingersoll through recreational volunteer 
work.

“Any hour, any day you can go to the 
local arena and Mr. Riley is there,” said 
Mayor Doug Harris prior to presenting the 
award for his contributions to minor 
hockey in Ingersoll. “He is always at the 
arena contributing his time and giving of 
his ti ne.

“Not only is his volunteer work a benefit 
to the community, it is also a need,” 
Mayor .Harris continued. “He is a most 
worthy recipient.”

Upon receiving the award Mr. Riley said 
he hadn’t regreted what he done for one 
moment and spoke of the rewards of his 
work. Recently in Thamesford a young 
man came up to him and recalled how as a 
youngster playing hockey in Ingersoll, he 
had wanted to play forward.

Mr. Riley made him play in net and 
today he is a goalie with the Thamesford 
Trojans.

The Thomas Morrison award is devoted 
to volunteers who devote their time to 
recreation in some capacity or other. It 
was first awarded during the Centennial 
year and covers volunteer work in a wide 
assortment of recreational causes includ­
ing not only sports but the arts as well.

For close to a decade Bev Riley has 
devoted his time to minor hockey in almost 
every capacity. Presently he is the contact 
person on the Ingersoll and District Minor 
Hockey Association executive and helps 
arrange the town’s travelling teams 
schedule.

He has served on the execute for about 
seven years in various capacities as well. 
He has coached, convened a division in 
house league play and also has spent a 
good number of hours time keep and goal 
judging, all for minor hockey in Ingersoll.

77M  E S
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S a tu rd ay , September 21, 1957

RINGLER -  At S a lfo rd , O n t., on F rid ay , September 20, 1957, George
Gordon R in g le r , beloved husband o f Mary Campbell, d ear 
b ro th e r  o f Thomas, o f Owen Sound; W illiam , F ra n c is , and 
John of North Bay, and David o f Ottawa, in  h is  45th  
y e a r .

F rien d s  w i l l  be rece iv ed  a t  th e  W alker and C lif to n  F u nera l Home, 
88 King S tr e e t  W est, I n g e r s o l l ,  where s e rv ic e  w i l l  be held  on 
Monday a fte rn o o n  a t  2 o ’c lo ck , Rev. S .R . Cooper, o f S a lfo rd  
U nited Church o f f i c i a t i n g .  In te rm en t in  th e  fam ily  p lo t  in  
McArthur Cemetery, Southwold S ta t io n ,  O n ta rio .

page 5, column 5

GORDON RINGLER

F u n era l s e rv ic e s  w i l l  be held  Monday a fte rn o o n  a t  two o ’ clock 
from th e  W alker and C lif to n  fu n e ra l  home, 88 King s t r e e t  w est, fo r  
George Gordon R in g le r , a member of th e  s t a f f  o f th e  In g e rs o l l  
D i s t r i c t  C o lle g ia te  I n s t i t u t e .

Mr. R in g le r d ie J  a t  h is  home in  S a lfo rd  on F rid a y , September 20, 
in  h is  45th  y e a r . He had been in  f a i l i n g  h e a lth  fo r  a y e a r and 
s e r io u s ly  i l l  fo r  th e  p a s t two months.

Born in  North Bay, he was th e  son o f th e  l a t e  George and C atherine  
R in g le r . B efore coming to  I n g e r s o l l  to  te a c h , he ta u g h t in  Acton, in  
L arder Lake fo r  a number o f y e a rs  and f o r  th re e  y ea rs  was ab ro ad , 
te a c h in g  in  E th io p ia . On h is  r e tu rn ,  he jo in ed  th e  s t a f f  o f th e  IDCI 
as a commercial te a c h e r .

Mr. R in g le r gained th e  re s p e c t  and a d m ira tio n  o f th e  s t a f f  and 
p u p ils  a l ik e .  Both a t  schoo l and in  th e  Y’s Men Club of which he 
became an a c t iv e  member. He was noted fo r  h is  u n fa i l in g  p a tie n c e  
and h is  q u ie t  sense  of humor.

He a tte n d ed  S a lfo rd  United Church when h e a lth  p e rm itte d . He was 
a ls o  p re s id e n t of th e  lo c a l  branch of th e  Secondary School T each e rs’ 
Fed e r a t io n .

Surviv ing  a re  h is  w ife , th e  form er Mary Jean  Campbell; f iv e  
br-ji i , Thomas, Owen Sound; W illiam , F ran c is  and John of 
Bay and David, of Ottawa; a ls o  a number of n ie ce s  and nephews.

Rev. S.R. Cooper of S a lfo rd  United Church w ill  o f f i c i a t e  a t  the 
s e rv ic e  and in te rm en t w i l l  be in  th e  fam ily  p lo t  in  McArthur Cemetery, 
Southwold S ta t io n ,  O n ta rio .
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Tuesday, September 24, 1957

GORDON RINGLER

The funeral of Gordon R ingler, who passed away a t his residence 
in Salford  on Friday, September 20, was held from the Walker and 
C lifto n  Funeral Home, 83 King s tre e t w est, on Monday afternoon 
with serv ices a t two o ’ clock by the Rev. S.R. Cooper of Salford 
United Church, a ss is te d  by Rev. Murray A. MacDonald o f T rin ity  
United Church, In g erso ll.

Interment was in  the fam ily plot a t Southwold S ta tio n , Ontario.
The serv ice  was very la rg e ly  attended by r e la tiv e s  and friends 

and numerous f lo r a l  tr ib u te s  were in d ica tiv e  of esteem and 
sympathy. Organizations attending in a body were the In g erso ll 
D is tr ic t  C o lle g ia te  In s titu te  Board, the teaching s t a f f  of th e 
In g erso ll D is tr ic t  C o lleg ia te  members o f th e Y ’ s Men’ s Club and 
members of the public school s t a f f .

The casket bearers, who a lso  acted as flower bearers, were 
Herman Lindsey, A lfred Boniace, o f the Y 's  Men’ s Club; J.C. Herbert, 
p rin cip a l o f the IDCI; Currie W. Wilson, J.R. Cryderman, Lawrence 
Smith, o f the c o lle g ia te  s t a f f .



Citizen of Year honored
Praise was heaped upon this year’s 

Citizen of the Year Rachel (Reay) Ritchie 
Tuesday night at the annual Royal 
Canadian Legion, Branch 119, annual 
banquet.

Due to illness Mrs. Ritchie was unable to 
attend but in Police Chief Ronald James 
remarks about this year’s recipient, “I 
can’t think of anyone more deserving of 
this award and she knows she has our 
thoughts and prayers with her.”

“ I don’t need to tell you how deeply 
involved she was in so many programs,” 
the Chief said. The list is endless he said, 
and naming a few he included dance 
instructor, girl guide leader, swimming 
coach, community services work, past 
president of Big Brothers, among others.

“Secretary of the Legion?” Chief James 
asked. “That would be an understate­
ment.” He recalled seeing Mrs. Ritchie 
boarding trains to discuss pension pro­
blems with veterans London.

Every Hallowe’en she would be on the 
phone to the police station insisting, “I 
have got to feed you down there.”

Citizen of the Year Ritchie always made 

her home welcome the Chief said to stray 
cats, dogs and visitors.

“If anyone was stranded she would say 
there’s lots of room here” the Chief 
recounted. “ She would put you up, give 
you breakfast.”

She made you so welcome “you would 
hate to leave the place.”

Mis. Ritchie’s husband Dave accepted 
the trophy on her behalf. Other family 
members attending included daughter 
Dorothy and husband Brian and grand­
children Scott, Carrie and Dwight.

Also honored Tuesday was runner-up 
Herm Lindsey. Neil Fishwick gave the 
introduction.

“When he puts his fingers and teeth into 
a task, sometimes both, he never lets go,” 
Mr. Fishwick said.

Mr. Lindsey worked extensively with the 
Chamber of Commerce both locally and at 
the county, level as well as considerable 
work with disabled persons.

“He (Mr. Lindsey) doesn’t think of them 
as disabled.” Mr. Fishwick said, “it’s just 
that they have to work a little harder than 
we do.”

“Here I am in th
a sudden Tm in th
Mr. Lindsey’s resp
award. He admit
many challenges b
fun.”

“Sometimes you
You can’twin them
done but you will
runner-up said.

Mayor Doug Har
on behalf of the to

“It’sa real pleas
winners here,” Ma
He noted that wh
Citizens of the Y
community hasn’t
plus for the town 

Among past Cit
ients present wer
John Lawson, Lom
and and King New

Service clubs rep
included the Gree
Brothers Associat
bus, Kiwanis Club
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Left to right, Dave Ritchie, Dorothy Thomas and Herm Lindsey.
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Reay Ritchie
Citizen of Year

• ‘ >

Rachel (Reay) Ritchie has been named 
' Ingersoll’s Citizen of the year, a Royal 

Canadian Legion, branch 119 panel of 
judges this week announced. Herm Lind­
say was named runner-up.

A banquet honoring this year’s winners 
is set for Tuesday, March 17 at the Legion 
Hall at 6:30 p.m.

Unfortunately this year’s winner will not 
b be able to attend, as she is in Victoria 

Hospital, London. She was recently strick- 
? en with double pneumonia in the upper 
U ' lobes and suffered further complications. 

She now is in the critical care trauma unit.
Mrs. Ritchie over the years has been 

extremely active in the local branch of the 
Royal Canadian -Legion, Big Brothers 
Association, former YMCA and Ingersoll 
Community Services Association, to name 
a few.

Numerous other groups, as well, have 
enjoyed the readily available volunteer 
services of Mrs. Ritchie.

Runner-up Herm Lindsay is another 
shining example of a citizen doing more 
than his share of community work. As past 
secretary of the Chamber of Commerce he 
has made incalculable contributions to 
Ingersoll. He has been active with the 
Easter Seals campaign and he and his wife 
Ruth operate a telephone alert system 
which tends to the needs of some of 
Ingersoll’s senior citizens.

Since Mrs. Ritchie of Wellington Street,, 
will be unable to attend the banquet in her 
honor, husband David and daughter 
Dorothy Thomas will be present in her 
place.

“As a member of the Royal Canadian 
Legion, branch 119, she has donated 
endless hours of her time working for local 
veterans and their, families,” said one 
submission nominating Mrs. Ritchie. “She 
has been both secretary of the local legion 
and service officer for the veterans.

Her Legion work has taken her across 
the county and country. Locally she could 
annually be seen contributing time and 
effort to the Poppy Fund, literary contests, 

Citizen of the Year Awards and Remem­
brance Day services.

“Her work in this area has brought her 
the deepest respect of fellow comrades in 
Ingersoll.

Ingersoll’s Citizen of the Year is past 
president of the local Big Brothers 
Association and devoted hours working 
with the promoting its endeavors.

Working with seniors, local swim teams, 
minor hockey, figure skating are also on a 
list of her credits.

She was also more than willing to make 
her home open to visitors. Billeting 
Can-Am families and even motorists 
during the 1978 winter blizzard a re , 
examples.

She was secretary of the former YMCA, 
highland dance instructor, Sunday school 
teacher, Girl Guide leader are a few more 
examples of her whole-hearted contribut­
ion to life in Ingersoll, and the list goes on.
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dies

RAEY RITCHIE

Ingersoll’s 1981 Citizen of the Year 
Rachel (Reay) Ritchie died April 8 at age 
58 ai Victoria Hospital in London following 
a lengthy illness.

Mrs. Ritchie’s long standing service to 
the community was recognized last month 
and unfortunately due to her illness she 
was unable to attend. Surviving members 
of her family, husband David, daughter 
Dorothy Thomas and grandchildren 
Dwight, Carrie and Scott Thomas all 
attended the Royal Canadian Legion 
dinner on her behalf. Chief Ronald James 
presented the award.

“She just couldn’t do enough for 
people,” a saddened Police Chief Ronald 
James said. “She was one of those people 
who was always there when you needed 
them.

“She will be sadly missed by the 
community,” the Chief said.

On the record she was deeply involved 
with Big Brothel's, the Community Ser­
vices Association, Girl Guides and swim­
ming to name a few.

“llierew ere just so many things,” Chief 
James said. A good number of them, he 
noted, were done quietly and without 
fanfare, just out of the goodness of her 
heart.
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Local student chosen as one of Ontario’s top volunte
INGERSOLL Volunteering 

has earned Sandy Roberts some 
camp lime.

The Grade 12 Ingersoll District 
Collegiate Institute student is one 
of 40 Ontario students chosen to go 
to the National Trust LIVE (lead­
ership in volunteer efforts) resi­
dential volunteer camp at Ca- 
nadore College in North Bay June 
20-23.

Students going to the camp have 
a strong history of volunteer activ­

ity and were nominated by their 
school’s principal.

“Sandra Roberts has distin­
guished herself as a young person 
who is concerned for her school 
and community and has provided 
service to both beyond what is ex­
pected of a student,” said Art 
Pearson, IDCI principal.

As editor-in-chief of the 1991 edi­
tion of the IDCI yearbook, Roberts 

headed a committee of over 20 peo­
ple. She volunteers a t Alexandra 
Hospital and as a figure skating 
coach, while putting in time a t her 
family farm.

“Sandy Roberts is a student who 
offers much of herself to her com­
munity and her school. In my mind 
she is an excellent candidate for 
this leadership activity, a candi­
date in whom the organizers and 
sponsors will be proud, as am I,” Roberts



Local student selected for leader
Ingersoll District Collegiate In­

stitute Grade 12 student Sandy 
Roberts has been selected to attend 
the National Trust L.I.V.E. (Leader­
ship in Volunteer Efforts) Residen­
tial Volunteer Camp at Canadore 
College in North Bay.

Only 40 students were selected 
from across Ontario. Students 
selected have a strong history of 
v o lu n teer a c tiv ity . All w ere 
nominated by their school principal.

“Sandra Roberts has distinguish­
ed herself as a young person who is 
concerned for her school and com­
munity and has provided service to 
both beyond what is expected of a 
student,’’ said I.D.C.I. principal Art 

by National Trust.
According to Bryan Mehlen- 

bacher, president and chief ex­

Pearson.
Sandy has spent many hours as 

editor-in-chief of the school year-

book where she was head of a com­
mittee of over 20 people. She is in­
volved in figure skating as a 
volunteer coach. She volunteers at 
Alexandra Hospital as a volunteen, 
and still has time for her family 
farm.

“Sandy Roberts is a student who 
offers much of herself to her com­
munity and her school,” Pearson 
said. “ In my mind she is an ex­
cellent candidate for this leadership 
activity, a candidate in whom the 
organizers and sponsors will be pro­
ud, as am I.”

The camp will be held June 20 - 23. 
All students will stay in the campus 
residence and all costs are covered 

ecutive officer of National Trust, the 
L.I.V.E. program affirms the com­
pany’s support of Canadian youth.

“It is our hope that programs such 
as this will help to instill and rein­
force the essential qualities of 
leadership and citizenship in our 
future leaders - today’s youth,” he 
said.

Following the camp each partici­
pant will be linked with a highly visi­
ble role model in his or her com­
munity. This additional support pro­
vides a forum for discussion on 
leadership development, particular­

This shocking pink roadster appeared
a 1966 Volkswagen Beetle.(Matthew 

Sandra Roberts
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D r a w in g  o n  
sm a ll to w n  life

The soul of editorial 
cartooning at weekly 
papers is local news, 
so cartoonists’ targets 
are also neighbors.

By Sandra Coulson
St. Thomas Bureau

They are the court jesters 
of small towns.

But instead of playing 
before royalty, editorial 
cartoonists for some of 
Southwestern Ontario’s 
weekly newspapers per­
form in the court of public 
opinion.

Unlike cartoonists for 
much larger daily newspa­
pers. they can’t hide behind 
the anonymity of big-city 
life. Their targets are also 
their neighbors.

And yet. they can’t dodge 
those issues. The soul of 
editorial cartooning at 
weekly papers is local news.

As Ron Allen of the 
Aylmer Express puts it: 
Anyone can pick up a 

paper and see a cartoon 
about Mulroney." The 
national news scene would

SA.NDRA COULSON/The London Free Press

Ron Allen holds a book featuring a 
selection of the 10 years of car­
toons he has done for the Aylmer 
Express.

never understand cartoons 
about plowing matches, 
drunk driving prevention 
programs and cutting down 
trees, but small town 
Ontario does.

Like many other newspa­
pers. the weeklies of 
Southwestern Ontario often 
rely on syndicated editorial 
cartoonists who live as far 
away as Ottawa. But some 
can still find talented locals 
to keep the public opinion 
pot at a boil.

AYLMER Some peo-

ering anything sacred?
Instead Allen, 50. a 10- 

year veteran of the editorial 
pages of the Aylmer 
Express, prefers a gentle 
humor. "I wouldn’t hesitate 
to take a good shot at senior 
government, but locally I 
wouldn’t want to attack 
someone viciously," he 
says.

Yet readers in this town 
of 6.000 sometimes see a 
nasty spin to the cartoons 
that Allen insists is not 
there.

When Aylmer’s mam 
bridge was being rebuilt 
last year, Allen drew a car­
toon of a guy on one side of 
Catfish Creek looking for­
lornly at the beer store on 
the other side. He was sur­
prised when several people 
who met him on the street 
told him they knew exactly 
who he had in mind when 
he drew the cartoon.

Allen has poked fun at 
local activities and troubles 
and. of course, politicians. 
But he remains in the good 
books of most people. 
Mayor Don Pearson gets all 
the originals that feature 
him and puts them on an 
office wall at his business.

Allen uses a title on all 
his cartoons, usually tucked 
in a corner, that says, Oh! 
Oh! He says it points to his 
appreciation of the foibles 
of life — and also spells Ho! 
Ho! backwards.

Like his humor, Allen is a 
quiet man. He admits to a 
sense of awkwardness when 
the Express published a 
book of his cartoons on his 
10th anniversary w ith the 
paper.

"We had an autograph 
session and 1 felt strange 
doing that because it ’s just 
the Town of Aylmer," he 
said.

At one time, he might 
have revelled in the small 
town celebrity. Allen, a self- 
taught artist, was a member 
of a slo-pitch team that did 
its post-game analysis at a 
local restaurant. Allen 
started drawing caricatures 
of team members and post­
ing them on the restau­
rant's bulletin board.

He hit the town's big time 
when Express editor John 
Hueston spotted his work 
and asked him to contribute 
to the weekly.

There wasn't enough 
money in the Express job 
for Allen to give up his day 
job at General Motors’ parts 
warehouse in Woodstock. 
But he was ambitious 
enough to try  to expand his 
sideline to other papers and 
nurture a hope of cartoon­
ing fu lltim e.

T k E  TOW N LOOKS A BIT SLEPT . . .  BUT YOU
I

Jessie Robins takes a shot at municipal spending priorities in this 
cartoon she drew for the Ingersoll Times.

Jessie Robins displays a selection of cartoons she has drawn for 
the Ingersoll Times, a paper she founded but no longer owns.

not part of this young car­
toonist's game. He has 
taken shots at cops, hockey 
stars, overweight women, 
among others, in the two 
years he's been drawing for

street, especially when he is 
walking his six-month-old 
baby, Scott, and give him 
their opinions on his car­
toons or suggest ideas.

"I look for something out
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Ron Allen holds a book featuring a 
selection of the 10 years of car­
toons he has done for the Aylmer 
Express.

never understand cartoons 
about plowing matches, 
drunk driving prevention 
programs and cutting down 
trees, but small-town 
Ontario does.

lake many other newspa­
pers. the weeklies of 
Southwestern Ontario often 
rely on syndicated editorial 
cartoonists who live as far 
away as Ottawa. But some 
can still find talented locals 
to keep the public opinion 
pot at a boil.

AYLMER Some peo­
ple can’t believe Ron 
Allen's nice-guy image.

Where is the editorial 
cartoonist who takes cheap 
shots and delights in skew- 

eg Gordon gets some dubious help 
.rom his six-month-old son Scott while 
cartooning for the Goderich Signal-Star.

that Allen insists is not 
there.

When Aylmer's main 
bridge was being rebuilt 
last year, Allen drew a car­
toon of a guy on one side of 
Catfish Creek looking for­
lornly at the beer store on 
the other side. He was sur­
prised when several people 
who met him on the street 
told him they knew exactly 
who he had in mind when 
he drew the cartoon.

Allen has poked fun at 
local activities and troubles 
and. of course, politicians. 
But he remains in the good 
books of most people. 
Mayor Don Pearson gets all 
the originals that feature 
him and puts them on an 
office wall at his business.

Allen uses a title on all 
his cartoons, usually tucked 
in a corner, that says, Oh! 
Oh! He says it points to his 
appreciation of the foibles 
of life — and also spells Ho! 
Ho! backwards.

Like his humor, Allen Is a 
quiet man. He admits to a 
sense of awkwardness when 
the Express published a 
book of his cartoons on his 
10th anniversary w ith the 
paper.

"We had an autograph 
session and I felt strange 
doing that because i t ’s just 
the Town of Aylmer,” he 
said.

At one time, he might 
have revelled in the small 
town celebrity. Allen, a self- 
taught artist, was a member 
of a slo-pitch team that did 
its post-game analysis at a 
local restaurant. Allen 
started drawing caricatures 
of team members and post­
ing them on the restau­
rant’s bulletin board.

He h it the town’s big time 
when Express editor John 
Hueston spotted his work 
and asked him to contribute 
to the weekly.

There wasn’t enough 
money in the Express job 
for Allen to give up his day 
job at General Motors’ parts 
warehouse in Woodstock. 
But he was ambitious 
enough to try  to expand his 
sideline to other papers and 
nurture a hope of cartoon­
ing full-time.

He lined up work at the 
Ingersoll weekly and the 
Tillsonburg triweekly. 
Between all the papers, he 
had to come up w ith five 

cartoons a week — 
plus read all their 
papers to keep up 
with local events.

That lasted a year 
and a half. "Finally, 
I said, 'Nuts. I ’m 
killing  myself,’ ”  he 
recalls. “ I went 
back to doing it just 
for Aylmer and 
enjoying it.... You 
can’t k ill yourself 
trying to fu lfil your 
ambition."

Allen says he also 
toyed with the idea 
of taking "the next 
step up”  and try  to 
find work at a daily. 
But he said, “ By the 
time I got started 
here, I was 40 and 
raising five kids."

Now he says his 
only ambition in 
cartooning is to win 
an award.

GODERICH 
Sports junky Greg 
Gordon delivers his 
editorial cartoons
like a slapshot to 

the head.
Diplomacy, let alone 

political correctness, is

S w te , THE TOWN LOOKS A BIT SEEP/ . .  BUTYOV

Jessie Robins takes a shot at municipal spending priorities In this 
cartoon she drew for the Ingersoll Times.

Jessie Robins displays a selection of cartoons she has drawn for 
the Ingersoll Times, a paper she founded but no longer owns.

not part of this young car­
toonist’s game. He has 
taken shots at cops, hockey 
stars, overweight women, 
among others, in the two 
years he’s been drawing for 
the Goderich Signal-Star.

" I t ’s a sick world and I ’m 
a happy guy,”  he says with 
a sly grin.

Support from the Signal- 
Star’s new editor is also 
contributing to Gordon’s 
happiness. "I can start 
shooting from the hip.... I t ’s 
like a green light to do any­
thing I like,”  says the 31- 
year-old cartoonist.

Gordon is enjoying his 
time in the spotlight in this 
town of 7,500. “ Ido  it  just 
for the recognition .The pay 
is chicken feed."

What helps feed the rest 
of the family is his regular 
job as an ambulance driver.

Gordon got the job with 
the Signal-Star when he 
sent in cartoons as a kind of 
visual letter to the editor. 
The paper offered to pay 
him to do it on a regular 
basis.

Gordon said he had con­
sidered taking an art course 
at Conestoga College in his 
native Kitchener when he 
left high school. But his 
father, who decided that 
wouldn’t lead to a solid 
career, went through the 
Yellow Pages and picked 
out ambulance services as 
his son’s career. That’s the 
way the younger Gordon 
tells it, anyway.

He says the people of 
Goderich stop him on the 

street, especially when he is 
walking his six-month-old 
baby, Scott, and give him 
their opinions on his car­
toons or suggest ideas.

“ I look for something out 
of the ordinary that I can 
pounce on,”  he says.

He calls Goderich Mayor 
Eileen Palmer "the biggest 
idea-getter”  for him, saying 
he considers her old fash­
ioned.

Gordon says the Signal- 
Star wants him to start 
attending council meetings, 
but true to his love of 
sports, he’s been resisting 
because he plays hockey the 
same night council meets.

The arrangement right 
now is for Signal-Star's 
council reporter to fax him 
information from the previ­
ous night's meeting. That 
gives him two hours to 
come up with a cartoon. If 
he can’t come up w ith an 
idea — or an ambulance 
call comes in — he has 
another cartoon in reserve 
to submit instead.

Gordon says cartoon 
ideas sometimes come to 
him In the middle of the 
night while he’s sleeping. 
Other times, he thinks them 
up while on non-emergency 
ambulance calls to London.

INGERSOLL Sitting 
in her elegant, antique- 
filled home, Jessie Robins 
looks nothing like the repu­
tation she has in some quar­
ters of this town of 9,000 —

See CARTOONISTS page C2 ►

F
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CARTOONISTS: Walking a very thin line between 
illustrating the truth and making obtuse references
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► From page C l
Poison Pen Jessie.

And, although Robins says she 
has never heard  anyone call h e r 
that, she doesn’t seem surprised .

She credits her reputation  to 
one Ingersoll Times cartoon tha t 
sprang from her opposition to an 
indoor pool proposed by town 
council.

The 1989 cartoon features the 
m ayor pouring a drink  he calls 
Essence Of My Dream s down the 
th roa t of a  woman chained to a 
wall, while council m em bers 
cheer him  on.

Councillors were not the only 
ones in a fury. The tow n’s devel­
opm ent officer com plained to the 
O ntario  P ress Council, although 
he la te r w ithdrew  h is action. A 
woman also w rote a le tter to the 
editor com plaining the cartoon 
was degrading to women.

“The phone never stopped over 
it,” Robins says. But she’s un re ­
pentant.

“If you w eren’t s tirrin g  people 
up and you got no reaction, you 
failed in  the cartoon,” she says. 
“If you don’t, you m ight as well 
pu t a  piece of w allpaper” on the 
ed itorial page.

Now retired , Robins does her 
cartooning on an  occasional, 
unpaid  basis. But she has a back­
ground in  journalism  and art.

FREELANCE REPORTER:
She was a founding p artner of 
the  Ingersoll Tim es in 1969 and 
was editor un til she and h er p a rt­
n er sold out three years later. 
But she carried  on in the busi­
ness as a freelance reporter for 
The London Free Press and the 
Toronto S tar and she continues 
to subm it cartoons to the Times. 
“In between tim es,” she says, she 
has been an antique dealer.

“Years back, I had the option 
to do cartooning on a regular 
scale ,” Robins said. But it would

This cartoon, by Greg Gordon, m akes reference to Eileen Palmer, 
mayor of Goderich.

have m eant spending ha lf her 
time in the U.S. She said  she 
turned it down because she had 
young children a t the tim e and 
d idn’t w ant to leave them .

She has been sketch ing  and 
painting in oils and  w atercolors 
since high school. She has pro­
duced note cards, backdrop 
scenery for ska ting  shows, oil 
paintings and even light-hearted 
cartoons sen t to cheer up friends 
in hospital.

‘T ve always been able to look 
and see the funny  side of things. I 
th ink you need h u m o r in life o r 
else you’ll go c razy ,” she says.

SHARP EYE: But Robins has 
an  equally sharp  eye for w hat 
she sees as foolish governm ent 
spending. She’s an  activ ist w ith 
Concerned C itizens of Ingersoll, 
a  taxpayers’ coalition.

The pool really  got her ire up 
and was the subject of several 
editorial cartoons as well as a 
sa tirica l poem the paper also 
published.

T hat gives h e r  ed ito ria l c a r­
toons qu ite  a bite. “You criticize 
w hat needs to be critic ized ,” she 
says staunchly.
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Dr. J.M. Rogers, Esteemed 
Ingersoll Physician, Dies

’Widely Known Oxford Medical 
Practitioner Expieres Suddenly - 
Active in Many Phases of 
Community Life

Dr. J. M. Rogers, Oxford’s oldest practicing physician, passed 
away suddenly Thursday afternoon, following a heart attack.
He had been down town during the morning and was to all appearances 
in splendid health.
Dr. Rogers came to Ingersoll in 1898 and had practised in medicine 
and surgery since that time. He was known among the profession as 
one of Western Ontario’s most outstanding surgeons.
Deceased was born in the town of Mount Forest, Ontario. He 
graduated from the Toronto University and Trinity Medical 
School. When the call was sent out for volunteer physicians 
to care for victims of the Halifax explosion in 1917, he was 
among the Ontario doctors to leave their practice and help 
at that time.
He was one of the prime movers in the opening of the Alexandra 
Hospital here and has served on the Hospital Trust for a number 
of years. He was a member of St. John’s Lodge AF and A.M. for 
50 years. He was an enthusiastic bowler and curler and the 
Ingersoll Lawn Bowling Club has a trophy donated by Dr. Rogers 
for annual competition within the club. He also enjoyed 
golfing during the past few years.
Dr. Rogers was chairman of the Victory Loan committee for 
South Oxford in a number of the earlier loan campaigns and 
chairman of the Ingersoll committee in several of the 
succeeding loans and in this capacity had given tirelessly 
of his time and energy in his enthusiastic efforts to bring 
the campaigns to successful conclusions.

Widely known
Very widely-known in town and district, Dr. Rogers had an 
exceptionally large number of friends and during his long 
residence in Ingersoll held the respect and admiration of 
all who knew him, whether intimately or in a casual manner.
Deep regret has been voiced from citizens in all walks of life since the sudden passing of Dr. Rogers.
Besides his widow he is survived by three sons, Major 
John Reginald in the military hospital at London,

....2
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Rogers, John Reginald, ^.D.
-On Sunday, June 3rd 1973» Dr. John 
Reginald Rogers husband of the late 
Elizabeth Rogers, and dear father 
of Linda.
Friends will be received at the 
Humphrey Funeral Home, 1^03 Bayview 
Avenue (Davisville) Toronto, from 
7:00 p.m. Tuesday. Service in the 
chapel on Wednesday morning at 
11:00 o ’clock. Interment in 
Mt. Pleasant Cemetery.



Shirley Routledge

She W ives , sells an d  
prom otes C anad ians

BY
YVONNE HOLMES MOTT

Shirley Routledge has 
walked all the way to 
Toronto -  even though she 
was riding a bus she hfjd 
chartered. It’s one of the 
ways the attractive and 
enthusiastic tour organizer 
has of making each one of 
her patrons feel well looked 
after and welcome on the 
trip. Travelling up and 
down the aisle, she chats 
with and answers questions 
for everyone on the bus.

The Wellington Street 
resident entered the char­
ter trip business almost by 
accident and although she < 
has thought of giving it u^ \ 
few times, the fact that she 
enjoys the work, loves 
getting people to see live 
entertainment and feels a 
commitment to the people 
who have come to rely on 
her trips as a way of 
getting to various events, 
has kept her in the 
business.

Began in

May 1965

Her first introduction to 
buses as a business came in 
May 1965. She recalls with 
a laugh dial it was 
Cleworth Wit ty who started 
it all. She had been doing 
some elction work and

Cleworth, who was with 
Witty Bus Lines then asked 
her if she would like to take 
a job as a school bus driver. 
“Women don’t drive school 
buses’’ she told him. That 
was May 14 and she went 
home to tell her husband 
Norman about the strange 
offer she had received. 
“You could do  ̂ it’’ herd  
husband assured her; try 
it” . She did and the rest is

Practised
driving

Cleworth Witty took her 
out in the bus and she 
practised driving it for an 
hour Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. 
She passed her exam­
ination on the Friday and 
started driving on Monday. 
She was the only woman 
school bus driver in Oxford 
County at the time and' 
although today no one 
thinks anything of it, 
“everybody stopped and 
stareci at the strange 
silence” in those days. She 
recalls with a laugh that 
when she was taking a 
charter out for the school, 
“kids would get to the bus 
door, look at you and not 
know whether to get on or 
not.”

She has always estab­
lished au easy rapport with 
the youngsters and admits 
that all the things she docs 
in her busy life she likes 
driving the school bus 
“better than anything.”

Shirlev Routledge is an 
extremely busy person. 
Since the sudden death of 
her husband in 1966, ,she 
has, in addition to driving 
the school buses, worked at 
the Dairy-Freez, worked 
periodically for about 10 
years at Coyle and Greer 
Trophies as an engraver 
and taught driver-ed­
ucation for the Oxford 
County Board of Education 
for the past 10 years.

Some six years ago, 
Shirley and a group of her 
friends wanted to see a 
special performance in 
Toronto, so they got 
together, hired a bus and 

persuaded enough other 
people to go to make it 
worthwhile. Shirley recalls 
they had $6 left over so 
gave it to the bus driver. 
They had a great time and 
she was so enthusiastic 
while telling her son Brian 
about the success of the 
venture that he suggested 
she make a business of it. 
That was the beginning of 
Shirl’s Bus Trips!

Since then she has taken 
all kinds of people to all 
kinds of performances. An 
admitted perfectionist, she 
spends hours planning each 
trip, worrying about the 
itinerary, the expenses, the 
right number of lunch stops 
and making sure she has 
the best seats possible. 
Shirl loves working with 
people and it shows in her 
approach to this phase of 
her work.

She spends a great deal 
of time listening to the 
radio and reading the 
entertainment section of 
the papers so that she is 
familiar with the popular 
entertainers and knows 
what shows are playing 
where.

Arranging one single trip 
usually means several 
phone calls and often a 
special t rip to the box office 
to arrange for seats. She 
makes dozens of calls to 
restaurants. When arran­
gements are complete ot 
that stage, she hires the 
bus and the driver. At that 
point she starts to advert­
ise and promote the trip.
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Stars such as Englehert 
Humperdink, Tom Jones, 
Roger Whittaker and Law­
rence Welk are always 
sell-outs. Shirley had lear­
ned the likes and dislikes of 
the people in the com­
munity and admits she has 
sometimes learned what 
the people don’t like the 
hard way -  by not selling 
all her tickets. She is proud 
of the fact, though, that she 
has never cancelled a trip 
because she didn’t sell 
enough tickets. “ I would 
never want to have the 
reputation of being an 
organizer you couldn’t 
depend on” she stated 
firmly. That is why she 
once took a loss by taking a 
bus, with only 18 people on 
it, to see Paul Anka and 
another time took 12 people 
to see Dolly Parton.

These trips were a direct 
contrast to the Lawrence 
Welk Show last year, when 
she had hired four buses. 
Shirley had the buses 
leaving Ingersoll at stag­
gered hours and was so 
anxious to maintain the 
personal contact with all 
her clientelle, that she rode 
each bus as far as 
Woodstock, was driven 
back to Ingersoll three 
times and then rode the last 
bus all the way to Toronto.

Sometimes she delib­
erately takes a loss, just to 
introduce local people to 
the new performers. She is 
a true supporter of Can­
adian talent and promotes 
Canadian stars whenever 
she can. “ Entertainers are 
so much better in the stage 
than on T.V.” she stressed 
and this is what she says to 
convince her patrons to try 

new stars.
Theatre, musical shows, 

ball games, autumn colour 
trips, Christmas shopping 
trips and the Royal Winter 
Fair are a few of the many 
types of events that Shirley 
arranges accommodation 
for. Her chartered bus 
carries a big sign saying 
“Shirl’s Bus Trips” which 
makes it easy for her 
passengers to locate the 
bus when it is departure 
time.

Toronto Exhibition is 
always a busy season for 
Mrs. Routledge and an 
enjoyable time. Last sum­
mer, she spent a consid­
erable number of days 
there and became fas­
cinated by a group called 
the Smokey Mountain Sun­
shine. In conversation with 
one of the members, she 
found the lady from 
Nashville felt she couldn’t 
get a “decent cup of 
coffee” in the entire 
exhibition grounds. The 
next day when Shirley went 
down she took a thermos of 
coffee with her and the 
friendship between the 
Canadian and the Amer­
ican was cemented. Shirley 
also sent a Cheese and 
Wine glass back home with 
her when the singer 
returned to Tennessee and 
soon received a post card 
from her.

One trend that has 
developed -- and Shirley is 
very pleased about it -  is 
that people have started to 
give tickets for her bus 
tours as birthday, anniver­
sary or other special 
occasion gifts. One day last 
summer, she recalled hap­
pily, a lady took her 84year 
old mother on a trip with 
her as a birthday gift.

She is happy also that 
men, who ignored her ads 
at first, now form a good 
portion of her clients. “ Men 
just wouldn’t go at first” 
she mused “but now they 
realize that if they come on 

the bus they leave all the 
hassle Of driving and 
parking at home. When the 
performance is over, they 
can get on the bus and 
relax until they are back in 
Ingersoll. The men are 
really stalling to apprec­
iate die convenience of this 
type of day or evening.”

Shirley is always looking 
for new ideas. She tries to 
contact people she knows 
are particularly interested 
in up-coming shows and 
relies on advertising and 
word of mouth to spread 
the word about her trips. 
She always welcomes new 
ideas and suggestions and 
is extremely happy when a 
group approaches her 
about a particular type of 
entertainment they would 
like to attend. If she can 
possibly accommodate 
people with special re­
quests she does so.

Shirl’s Bus Tours made 
over 30 trips this past year 
and everyone of them was 
a success. That’s a pretty 
fine record for a person 
who went into business 
almost by accident.
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One of the most recent trips conducted by Shiri’s Bus 
lo u rs  took two bus loads of Ingersoll and Tham esford 
people, including a num ber of ballet students, to Hamilton 
Place, for a m atinee perform ance of the N utcracker 
Suite. Receiving (heir ballet tickets from Mrs. Routledge 

are Mrs. K ristine Henschel of 3 Linden Drive. Ingersoll 
and he!- eight y ea r old daughter Claudia, while Susan 
I .ing, da u<’hl e r of Mr. and Mis. Don Ling. R .R . 3. Ingersoll 
patiently waits for hers. 'Hie liip  was a special birthday 
gift for Claudia.

( 3<s?3^
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Rowsom gdts service award
An Ingersoll physician, Dr. 

John W. Rowsom, has been 
chosen by the Ontario Medical 

Association to receive the Glenn 
Sawyer Service Award.

The award, which was pre­

Dr. John Rowsom

sented to Dr. Rowsom at a recent 
meeting of the Oxford County 
Medical Society, is given by the 
board of directors of the OMA to 
physicians who have rendered 
significant service to the pro­
fession and to the local com­
munity.

George Thomas, administrator 
of Alexandra Hospital in Inger­
soll, in making the announcement 
Friday, said that Dr. Rowsom is 
on the honorary staff at the 
hospital, and served for a number 
of years as chief of staff there.

He is currently the Alexandra 
Hospital medical staff represent­
ative to the Oxford County Health 
Service Council.

Dr. Rowsom has been pract­
icing medicine in Ingersoll, his 
home town, since 1935, returning 
to set up his practice here 
following graduation from the 
University of Toronto.

According to Dr. Rowsom, he 
has been a member, of Alexandra 
Hospital since that time and has 
maintained an active practice, 
continuing . to attend private 
patients at the hospital.

He began his career here 40 
years ago when, he recalls, 
Alexandra Hospital was operated 
from a private residence. Since 
that time, he has lived and 
practiced through two building 
programs, beginning with the 
construction of the new hospital 
in 1950 and then its addition in 
1970 at which time he served as 
chief of medical staff.

IM&EfiSoLL. T«M£5
Feb ru ary  IQ * IA15
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V e te ra n  tow n doctor 
h o n o red  w ith d in n e r

The dining room of Alexandra 
Hospital was the scene Tuesday 
evening of a testimonial dinner 
in honor of Dr. John W. 
Rowsom’s 40 years of medical 
service to the Ingersoll Com­
munity.

This dinner was sponsored by 
the Alexandra Hospital Board of 
Trust in recognition of< Dr. 
Rowsom’s many years of 
community service and in honor 
of his recently receiving the 
Glenn Sawyer Service Award, 
given by the Board of Directors 
of the Ontario Medical 
Association to senior physicians 
who have rendered significant 
service to their profession and to 
their local community.

Head table guests included the 
Chairman, G. F. Pirie, and Mrs. 
Pirie; Dr. John \V. Rowsom and 
Mrs. Rowsom; Dr. S. K. War­
ma, President of the Alexandra 
Hospital Medical Staff, and Mrs. 
Warma; Dr. George Emery, 
Chief of Staff of Alexandra 
Hospital, and Mrs. Emery; 
Mayor Gordon B. Henry and 
Mrs. Henry; G. 0. Thomas, 
adm inistrator, and Mrs. 
Thomas; Mrs. M. Christie, 
director of nursing, and Mr. 
Christie; and Mrs. R. Hutt, 
president of the auxiliary to 
Alexandra Hospital.

The Chairman', G. F. Pirie, 
welcomed the 48 persons 
present, who were made up of 
the members of the Alexandra 
Hospital Board of Trust and the 
Alexandra Hospital Medical 
staff and their wives.

He stated that Dr. John 
Wesley Rowsom graduated 

from the University of Toronto 
Medical School in 1932 and had 
done his student internship at 
Grace Hospital (Huron College) 
Toronto in 1971. His post­
graduate work was completed at 
Victoria Hospital, London in 
1932-33 and at Osh^wa General 
Hospital in 1933-34.

Mr. Pirie also introduced the 
members of the head table and 
the guests which included the 
following members of the 
Rowsom family:

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Wiens, 
from St. Thomas: Helen 
Rowsom who is attending 
Carlton University, Ottawa; 
John Rowsom, who is attending 
the University of Western 
Ontario Medical School in 
London; Wesley Rowsom, a 
student at IDCI.
BEST WISHES

The Adm inistrator. Mr. 
Thomas, brought greetings and 
best wishes from the staff of 
Alexandra Hospital on this very 
special occasion.

He also stated that the dale of 
April 22 was chosen for a very 
special reason in that it was Dr. 
Rowsom’s birthday. He stated 
that Dr. Rowsom had made 
many devoted friends among 
the hospital staff over the past 40 
years, through his many little 
kindnesses and his willingness 
and dependability in making a 
special effort to attend all 
hospital-related functions.

Mr. Thomas also pointed out 
that Dr. Rowsom han been Chief 
of Staff of Alexandra Hospital 
between 1965 and 1971 and. for 
several years, has been the

Alexandra Hospital Medical 
Staff Representative’ on the 
Oxford County District Health 
Services Council, which is a 
voluntary group working 
together for the planning and co­
ordination of health services 
within the County of Oxford.

Dr. S. K. Warma said a few 
words on behalf of the Medical 
Staff of Alexandra Hospital and 
Mrs. R. Hutt extended greetings 
and best wishes from the 
Auxiliary to Alexandra 
Hospital . •

Mayor Henry represented thb 
people of Ingersoll and related 
several instances of Dr. 
Rowsom’s community in ­
volvement throughout the years.

Dr. George Emery. Chief of 
Staff of Alexandra Hospital, 
presented an engraved gift, to 
Dr. Rowsom on behalf of the 
Alexandra Hospital Board of 
Trust and the Alexandra 
Hospital Medical Staff.

Dorothy Christie, Director of 
Nursing at Alexandra Hospital, 
brought greetings from the 
nursing staff of Alexandra 
Hospital and presented Mrs. 
Rowsom with a beautiful 
bouquet of roses.

Dr. Rowsom then expressed 
his sincere appreciation, on 
behalf of himself and his wife 
and family, for the kindness and 
consideration given to them on 
this occasion and also, for the 
co-operation he has always 
enjoyed from the members of 
the Board. Medical Staff 
associates and the staff of 
Alexandra Hospital throughout 
the years.



There's a doctor in the house
House calls a re  a thing of the past, says re ­

tired doctor John Rowsom.
“In my day, you used to have to go out and 

make calls.”
One of those calls, in the years before such 

a thing as an ambulance came onto the scene, 
led to a cold and stormy episode.

The King Street West resident braved the 
best winter had to offer to get a seriously ill pa­
tient to care. His car could not m ake it all the 
way, though — and a sleigh ride becam e part 
of the trip.

Born and raised in Ingersoll, Rowsom is re ­
luctant to reveal his birthday. However, he does 
concede he was “born before most of the people 
around here.”

The “depth of the depression” saw him grad­
uate from medical studies at the University of 
Toronto in 1932.

Becoming a doctor was something he had 
wanted to do since childhood.

“ It (going inta medicine) was just an ideal.
“Every person, when you’re young, has cer­

tain ideals.”
After school, he spent a year working a t Lon­

don’s Victoria Hospital and a year after that a t 
the Oshawa General Hospital. Collingwood and 
Belleville also provided chances for Rowsom 
to ply his trade before setting up shop in Inger­
soll.

A general practitioner, he said most of his pa­
tients were not too ill a t ease in his office.

“ I used to get along pretty well with kids.
“Some were (nervous.) It all depended on 

what they heard a t home.”
During his time practicing medicine and 

since his retirem ent, Rowsom has seen a vast 
progression in the medical arts.

“The advances are  tremendous. I t’s utterly 
fantastic.

“ If a person (who went to school when I did) 
were to s ta rt in today, he would have to learn 
all over again .”

The discovery of bacterial infection-fighting 
antibiotics was a huge step forward.

“That (antibiotics) was one of the biggest ad­
vances,” Rowsom said.

Today, medical people can “never stop study­
ing, really studying, to keep abreast of things.

“ Ifyou don’t study, you’d be out of date in 10 
years.

“ I t’s just like you buying a dress. The dress 
may have suited your mother but now it’s out 
of date .”
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DEATH OF WILLIAM ASHLEY RUMSEY.

' “Another old settler gone” is an announce-; 
mcnt that appears with painful frequency : lij the columns of weekly exchanges. The] 

‘ old men and women are fading from off the’ 
: face of the earth. Ontario is slowly taking i 
-On a UkoneiiB to an djd country, The days: 
; when the  Grind Trunk was a Streak in the I 
; bush live Only in the memory of the few. A j 
I generation has arisen to vote and bear the 
I burdens of manhood that has no recollection 
• of the time when the province was a hupb. । We have this week to record the death of 

William Ashley Rumsoyj one of Ingorfioll'B 
earliest pioneers, which occurred at .his 
rculdonw oii Monday horning last, 

t . Decoded was born in Batavia, Now York 
ahd camo to this town in 1837, residing here 
continually ever Mnce.

On his arrival in Ingersoll, before locating, 
hie foundry business, which lie subsequently 

. went into, he contemplated very seriously 

.WhetherBeach villa was riot the better point 
jbf the two{ as its prospects at ^hat time 
pe&red equal, if not Superior to those of hi- 

'gersoll; , but He finally decided—and time ha4 
[settled the . question that his judgment in' 
;tHp boiAt/Avas a ’sound onp—that Ingersoll1 
i should be hi&'future home/ and he embarked 
in thd foundry busineas; which he sttbse- 
quentlylj^eVeloped into an ekbeneive arid 
lucrative, onei and Mdeh -Iqid the tounda^ 
lion of what proved to bo’ A competency fdt 
hitm This business he carried on with much 
vigor, and 'under circumstances of a much 
more trying nature than is now experienced 
by business men Until he sold it out in 1860 ! 
to the late Willard Enstwopd; when shortly ] 
afterwards ho was appointed first manager : 
of the.Commercial Bank here, which posh | 

ttion he ; soon resigned and since whichJ 
। time he has lived a very retired life in tlwj 
i enjoyment of the fruits of his early labors, i 
| taking but little part in the outside World. ' 
i At the time of tho American War he made 
[targe investments on, the othep aide of the 
lline from which he. reaped< considerable 
[ profits: v Hawas ono of the''chief movers in 
l the formation. of I)be .Ingersoll rural como- 
ftery,. hfo interest in which he maintained td 
[ the tasi^ He also • established, a foundry 
f> business in Woodstock in Connection with 
I Mr. H. P. Brown to whom he subsequently 
[sold his ihterest and devoted hie tiiiie apd 
.energies exclusively to bls business in thi? 
[;tOWB. ’ A L ' ■ ’. •' . q-
> His decease rempves from off the roll one’ 
• of the lew  survivors who can in the true 
sense be called the ‘ ‘ Ingersoll Pioneers. ” . 

•. He married Miss Prances H. Hempstead, 
of New London, ConnocticiitfwhapredeeeaS’ 

l^d him; J • s
1 He leaves surviving him five children, 0. 
"8. Rumsey, manager of tLe Traders bank, 
St. Marys; Alexander, accountant Imperial* 
bank, Galt; Mrs, LaPenotioro, Toronto;j 
Mrs. Sutor, Chicago, and Miss Rumsey, to i 
whom we extend our sympathy in their I 
bereavement;

February 5 ,



In death, as in life, fabled  
Kate Ruttan remains a m ystery

In death, as in life, the fabled, eccentric 
Kate Ruttan of LaVallee remains a mystery.

Many of the older generation in town and 
district will recall her by that description of 
her, written in 1916, as “the leading literary 
lady of LaVallee who always wears a white 
veil and blue hat."

That broad-rimmed hat, with its heavy 
white veil hanging down to her shoulders and 
concealing all her facial features, was her 
familiar trademark and it was worn even 
during the hottest days of summer.

Interest in Mrs. Ruttan was sparked 
recently when Miss Anne McLennan of Fort 
Frances presented the Women’s Institute 
Museum at Emo with a copy of Mrs. Ruttan’s 
published verse “Rainy River Rhymes Right 
or Wrong.”

MRS. KATE RUTTAN as she appeared in public. HerF 
she is pictured with Jim Pope on the left and BinCofneTl 
on the right. Her hat and heavy veil, whichJiid'Tier facial 
features, were her well-known trademark,:

It was decided then to collect additional 
information on Mrs. Ruttan and John Man- 
nister who, as a youngster came out from 
Winnipeg to make his home with Mrs. Ruttan, 
volunteered to undertake the task. It has been 
a difficult, almost futile, undertaking.

For instance, there is no record of her in­
terment, although it is believed she was laid 
to rest in Devlin cemetery, where she had 
purchased a plot for “Lord” John Mont­
gomery who had resided with her for some 
years.

From her writings, one can surmise some 
of her background.

Kate Annabelle Mclntrye Ruttan was the 
daughter of James McIntyre, furniture dealer 
and undertaker, of Ingersoll, Ontario. He 
also was an amateur poet and included in her 
volume is a poem dated April 2, 1901 entitled 
“Alas, Alas for McIntyre,” which referred to 
him as the “Bard of the Caledonian Society of 
Ingersoll.” According to Mrs. Eason, Mr. 
McIntyre had published a volume of verse 
entitled “Musings on the Banks of the 
Canadian Thames.”

Mr. Mannister, in communicating with the 
Ingersoll town clerk, could obtain no ad­
ditional information concerning the daughter. 
One poem, in her book, is entitled “Fred 
Ruttan” Of him, Kate wrote:

‘.‘Born of British bulldog breed,
With a heart as big as a whole world’s need, 
Flew to war to starve and bleed
And die for our salvation.”
One of the popular sayings before the turn 

of the century was “Go West, young man, go 
West.” It is presumed that Kate Ruttan 

followed that advice. There is reference in 
her book, to the success of her scholars of the 
Stodgell, Manitoba, school at a field day.

“The only early date that I have been able 
to establish is that she taught school at 
Barwick in 1902,” Mr. Mannister writes. 
“Willard Canfield states that his family 
moved to Barwick in that year and Mrs. 
Ruttan and her daughter, Maude Fraser, also 
a widow, were both teaching school there at 
that time. The daughter later married Bert 
Eason of Barwick and they moved to a farm 
in Saskatchewan. Mrs. Eason was living at 
Gravelbourg, Sask, at the time of her 
mother’s death.

“From Barwick, Mrs. Ruttan moved to 
LaVallee and taught school there. The first 
pa Vallee school was located about a mile east

Q
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and about a mile north on the McTavish Road. 
It was at this school one morning she greeted 
at her door a member of the school board with 
the exclamation: ‘I know! I know! Tick up 
thy bed and walk!’ The trustee agreed with 

’ her, thus ending her school teaching career.
According to Mrs. Eason, her mother had 
taught school for over 30 years.

Perhaps that is why, in one of her poems 
entitled “The Inspector’s Visit”, she con­
cluded by writing “That all I.P.S.’s (in­
spectors, public schools) are officers useless 
and a nuisance malign.”

“She was a character, individualist and 
free soul sort of person,” . Mr. Mannister 
writes. ? •. -

“No doubt she was actually a very lonely and 
> unhappy woman and it was at this point, 

probably, that she considered adopting a boy.
“ I first met Mrs. Ruttan at the Children’s 

Home in Winnipeg. She was being in­
terviewed by the matron of the home with the 
intent of adopting. Although we were all quite 
well treated at the home, we all looked for­
ward to the day when we would be leaving. 
Probably it was the thought of family life that 
appealed to us.

“The boys did remark that she was a funny 
looking woman but they still wished it was 
they who were leaving. She was a short, fairly 
stout woman with a loose hanging dress, more 
like a kimona, reaching down to her ankles. 
She wore a sort of bonnet on her head with a 
veil covering her face, making it hard to see 
the features cf her face. However, it was my 
turn and I was quite happy about it.

“ It was the summer of 1912 when Mrs. 
Ruttan, my sister and I arrived at the Village 
of LaVallee, My sister made her home with 
the late Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Shine one-half 
mile east of Devlin.”

LaVallee, at that time, was a thriving 
community where everyone appeared to be 
working and happy. The Cornell sawmill, 
grist and flour mill was located alongside the 
LaVallee River where Johnny Canuck’s store 
now stands. The Saunders sawmill was 
located farther down the river, opposite to 
what is now the LaVallee Community Hall but 
then a store operated by M.J. Saunders. The 
Ross McKenzie store, later owned by David 
Strachan; the hotel with its bar and footrail; 
the Ab Steele blacksmith shop; the Jack 
Steele implement shed; the Wesley Methodist 
Church; a very busy CNR station were part of 

the community when the very young Jolin 
Mannister arrived there. The creamery, 
where he was to begin working, was erected 
in 1917.

“Mrs. Ruttan owned a house which was 
rented at the time,” Mr. Mannister recalls. 
“However, the tenants soon moved away and 
we settled in. The house had an addition built 
onto it and there was another small house at 
the back of the lot. She also rented upstairs 
rooms; there was an extra lot at the back for 
potatoes and vegetables; and a pigpen where 
she kept two hogs for the next winter’s meat. 

This appears to have been the extent of her 
income.

“It soon became apparent that she had no 
desire or intention of keeping house or 
cooking. I was assigned to the kitchen and I 
was on my own. It remained this way for the 
two years that I lived with her.

“During this period she never imparted any 
information of her past life. What happened to 
her husband, where she had lived, where she 
had been educated, where she had taught 
school, remained a closed book at the 
‘library or reading rooms’ as she called her 
residence. She was a difficult person to 
communicate with and I guess I was too 
young.

“While I was there, Mrs. Ruttan was ap­
pointed postmistress and mail carrier. She 
later had to dispatch the mails on the trains 
each morning. This was no easy job as the 
train arrived between 1 a.m. and 2 a.m. As we 
lived quite close to the station, trainmen 
would hold-up the train a minute or> twc if 
necessary to get the mail. She did miss once 
or twice and a penalty of $5 was imposed each 
time. This usually turned out to be quite a 
disaster as her pay wasn’t very big.

“The front room of the house served as post 
office and her living quarters which were 
tabu to me. ' • ;

“She also was LaVallee correspondent for 
the Fort Frances Times, a labour of love 
which she filled for over 20 years until her 
death in 1928. The news items were mostly 
happenings in the community and of people 
involved. She attracted a great deal of at­
tention with her writings which often were in 
rhyme and people of the community looked 
forward to receiving the paper. McLeans 
Magazine said it was ‘the most interesting 
reporting in Western Canada’ to which Mrs. 
Ruttan appended the modest comment: 
‘honor to whom honor is due.’”

Excerpts from the files of The Times show 
her skill with words and reveal that although 
she might have been a poor teacher, she was 
an educated and perceptive woman:

January 27, 1916: The dramatic club 
organized by Robert Ferguson has dissolved 
partnership and ceased to exist for the simple 
reason that Hugh McFayden, Fred Cornell 
and Robert Ferguson have become soldiers of 
the King and no member is left but Chester 
Page to lead it on to glory. “Sec transit gloria 
mundi” . Thus changeth the glory of the 
world.
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June 12, 1919: Postmaster James Smith has 
gone to his reward at the age of 82. '

Born in Orkneys, sailed till fifty, 
Captain he in seven seas.
Scientific, brave and nifty, 
Weathered many a biting breeze. 
Brought his sweet wife to Rainy.

Farmed for full 19 years.
Alert and honest, true and brainy, 
Wiped away her every tear.
Postmaster then for years eleven, 
The truest soul to earth e’er given.,

May 23, 1923: (At a United Farmers of 
Ontario meeting at which a UFO man said he 
was prepared to support a labour man, if 
nominated) Mrs. Kate Ruttan timidly 
inquired: . -r :

How can farmers affiliate with labour?
Farmers want three dollars per bush.
For wheat and other things according, 
And hired help sixteen hours per day, 
Thirty dollars per month affording.

Labor wants a five cent loaf, 
And farmers stuff all down to zero; . 
Eight hours per day of labour vile 
One hundred and eight per month each 

hero.

January 3, 1918: her final words for the 
Times were as follows: “Our sunny scribe 
Kate Ruttan is hibernating for two weeks with 
the Hayes family in their hospitable mansion 
in Barwick and renewing old times on the 
Mississippi (her favorite expression for the 
Rainy River.)

“It was the popularity of her news items 
which gave her the idea of publishing her 
book. She was a lover of Bobbie Burns poetry 
and, in conversation, would quite often break 
out in poetry with a hint of Bobbie in her 
speech. Her booklet was published in the mid

20’s a year or two proceeding her death.
“ At this early date, there were no cars.

Roads were passable for horse and buggy or < 
. wagon, although they were not in very good !

condition in wet weather. There were no 
telephones. Rush messages had to be sent by . 
telegram. A trip to Fort Frances was quite an I 
event. Holidays, such as the 24th of ^ y ^n d  
the 1st of July would warrant a special train or 
a coach on a freight. Everybody accepted this 
as the appropriate way to have a good time 
and they enjoyed themselves immensely.

- Each town had its football team, very com­
petitive and supported by the community.
There was no thought of taking off to the lakes 
or for some distant point for a holiday.

“The summer of 1914, when I was on the 
William Pilkey farm, a gentleman by the 
name of John Montgomery came to La Vallee 
and stayed at Mrs. Ruttan’s. This proved so 
satisfactory that he decided to stay. Mrs. 
Ruttan was happy. It brought a ray of sun­
shine into her life as she was to write later:

“But suddenly out bursts the sun, 
Her earthly cares are almost done, 
Her pulses leap, though her hot tears run 
With the coming of Montgomery.

“There was a man sent from God,
Whose name was John, no common clod, 
But the noblest soul above the sod
To lighten human woe.” ’

Perhaps that is why, in her book, in the first 
poem entitled “Platonic Love” she could 
write: “A blessing when the two fond hearts 
may meet and ne’er to sever.” . • ' ''

“She referred to themselves as Lord and 
Lady Montgomery. Now she had a mail 
carrier and could devote more time to her 
book. Now there was no need for me to

*• ’' return,” Mr. Mannister writes.
“Mrs. Ruttan won a pony and cart in a Free 

Press contest so Lord and Lady could go 
driving into the country. She always showed 
up at dances and parties about lunch time and 
then, before lunch, she was asked to sing. 
Seated at the piano, she would play and sing 
“Little Brown Jug.” That was the only song I 
ever heard her sing. The request always was 
made, not because the song was well- 
rendered, but because it became a ritual that 
had to be followed.

“Mrs. Ruttan was a great lover of ice 
cream and, apparently, could eat it as long as 
someone brought it for her. At one ice cream 
social, someone put snuff in a dish of ice 
cream and, as it was a bit dark, she did not 
see it. She was very sick afterwards.

“When about to leave a dance or party, she 
would ask if there was a sandwich or cake she 
could take home to Lord -Montgomery. 
Mission accomplished, she wouIBTodoitT^rr^” ' ' 

-  home quite happy.
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MRS. KATE RUTTAN from the photograph which 
appeared in the front of her book of poems Rainy 
River Rhymes. Although no details were or are 
known of her background, Mr. Mannister feels that 
she was close to 70 years of age a t the time of her 
death. Mr. Mannister, 608 Victoria Ave., wouldl 
appreciate receiving any additional authentic in­

formation concerning Mrs. Ruttan.

“Like all good tilings, this came to an end in 
1926 when Lord Montgomery became quite ill 
and died. The record shows that Mrs. Ruttan 
bought a plot in the Devlin cemetery and 
there, one must assume, that he was buried.

“ Her book by this time had been published 
and she went from door to door selling them. 
She would make a chalk mark on a house 
called on if the people had been contacted. I 
never did hear how many books she sold, but I 
am inclined to think that it wasn’t very 
successful financially. In her grief, and 
declining years, she may have lost heart with 
this venture. Her lines on ‘The Coming of 
Montgomery’ concluded with ‘And when his 
earthly race is run, there’ll be a woeful wail.’

Mrs. Ruttan carried on for two years after 
M ontgom ery’s death and on F ebruary  
1, 1928, some of her neighbours, not seeing 
any activity around her home, called on her. 
They found her unconscious ,on the floor, 
suffering from frostbite. She was rushed to 

-the Sutcliffe Hospital in Emo where 
she passed away from pneumonia and blood 
poisoning on February 3. Funeral services 
were held on Saturday, February 4, 1928, 
from Wesley United Church in LaVallee and, 
although the records do not say so, it is 
presumed she was interred in the Devlin 
cemetery along side her John.

Although she had been the Times’ best 
known correspondent for just over 20 years, 
yet her obituary carried no details of her life 
— they just weren’t known.

Her obituary described her as “possessed 
of a generous nature, she out of her limited 
earthly possessions was ever a friend of the 
needy.” Then it quoted some of her own 
verse:

“They who own an estate
May be noble and great,
Despite their park, palace and splendour 
Silks, diamonds and jewels
May betoken the fools.
Or may cover a heart pure and tender.”

In death, as in life, Kate Ruttan remains a 
mystery and evidently that is the way she 
wanted it.
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Ingersoll, Ontario, Thursday, May 1, 1958

Mrs. Cl'ara Sage, Charles Street East, was Mrs. Edith Hartnett. Standing: Mrs. Flor-
honoured at her home on her 78th brthday 
on Monday, April 28th, by her former 
schoolmates. Seated left to right: Miss 
Gertrude Sto-ne, Mrs. Elizabeth Bonesteel, 
Mrs. Clara Sage, Mrs. Olivena Dynes and 

ence Phillips, Mrs. Ethel Harris, Mrs. Es­
tella Mitchell, Mrs. Florence Richens, Mrs. 
Mary McEwan, Mrs. May Harris and Mrs. 
Minnie Harris. ' ,



Ingersoll-raised

and a celeb (of sorts) 3?

loud,” she says with a grin.
but not in such'volum e. His ap-„s( Savage's brother David, like his
pearances have run the gammut.

Janet - Laine Green

W ’lS'ZoraiO' 
e’s

. r ------------ -------- -- -------- -  o _......._t.-> n ow -retired  fa ther , is  in the
' He's sold cars on com m ercials, p o r v C  military. His twin sisters, Marylin 

trayed the character Happy in S tra t-1 O'Connor and Carolyn Walker, still £4 
ford’s version  of D eath  o f a d live in the area. And his sister

a red-hot nationalist'? . ^ ..»

INGERSOLL -  His face 
( s p la s h e d  w ith  sw e a t;  
droplets which rolled down 
his neck and onto his hockey 

■’ uniform) dawned on the 
front page of TV Guide in 
January. That same week ■' 

Featured story 
by PHYLLIS COULTER 
of The Sentinel-Review

two million people would The man in the movie wasn’t the 
m ee t' Booth Savage, a- sam e one “who kisses me good-bye” '
form er town son, in a When he goes home, his mother sa id .;,/,
riveting made-for-television,;i>' ■ ’
d r a m a  —  T h n  r a c t  s tpacn n  ’ He s  soft-spoken at home. Both - arama — m e  Last s e a s o n . o u r  boys a r e  N o t  m e  ■

People have seen Savage before 7  loud,” she says with a grin.

Salesman, made guest appearances j; Jeanne Bowkett lives In Toronto. > :
on a number of popular television Playing an athlete as Savage did. -i 
show including CBC s Seeing Things (J in The Last Season com es naturally i).

'.and  acted in dozens of other projects to him. He was a football hero at In-
iiincluding years of.im pressive per- gersoll District Collegiate Institute, 

form ances with Theatre P asse (IDCI).
■Muraille. ■' ' .'V z
"  He and actress-wife Janet-Laine-.1 ’ ( T  ' ' -7 '  7 '  ■ ■

s'Green (the pretty and popular at- A  W A S  a greaser, played
torney on CBC’s Seeing Things! football, and had no interest in .
starred in the CBC movie M ichael school.” That changed when an
and K itty  about the Trudeau era. / .  English teacher interested Savage 
Their two children also had roles in in acting. ” ■”  I
the movie, making it a family affair. ” --------■ -
It was a memorable projects in 
Savage's career. * '■

.... ............. . . . . . .  _________________ ______
jf o r  the man’s  strong sense of pride Y

■ ’ z  and patriotism. 1

'1. Savage speaks warmly of his ex­
p e r ie n c e s  in T h e a tr e  P a s s e  
Muraille. “ It was my university." 

; Working with people the calibre of 
those he performed with in the com-

He speaks highly of the teacher 
who helped send him in the direction 
of his future career. '

The recent CBC-TV m ovie The : Once sparked, Savage won a tri-'
Last Season is another significant county award for high school acting,

pany, gave Savage a tremendous 
sense of responsibility in chosing the 
work he does.

People like Paul Thompson and 
half a dozen more he can name in a ■ 

project to Savage. In it he plays a ____ _____________  _______ . . . .  . _m_a__tt_e_r  o. .f . _se_c_o__n_d_s  _in__fl_u_e_n_c_e_d  _h_is
hard-nosed defenceman, Felix  Bat- Savage's first job after high school ■ work and his own character.
terinski from his early career in was f' or the Ingersoll Public Utility . The code he developed there is

.hockey, to his last season. Commission (PUC). "He fell into ■<
"It (the m ovie and specifically the ’. .. the sew age thing one day, and that 

character) was something I felt /  finished him ,” his mom says. She 
close to. It touched a co-d ,” Savage . smurks knowing he probably won't 
says of the project to which he like hearing this story again, 
devoted a year of his l i f e . ,. /  ________________________________

- ■ , • . , ■

1  H E S E  things have validi-

0 *0  CANT RESIST

■ Now the ice has been broken in his
parent’s home. His father can ’t L IH kL" ^ IL ^ Â O L A '  resist 0 1 6  temptation to tell another

said in a telephone conversation .  . n n  his snn
'■ from Ms K  Tnmnln r e P ° r t e r  A  y°u n g Savage U S e d  , 0  l i e  O n  t o P ' 
- from his home in Toronto. o f  ( h e  Highway 401 overpass for
< . f t  .h a s  v a l i d i t y  b e y o n d  hours watching the trucks go by. He 

used this experience when writing a 
truck-driving m usical called 18 
Wheels, his dad says.

. Jack Savage is on the road to

entertainment.” 
The New Brunswick-born actor

. and self-professed "red-hot na- 
1 tionalist" was pleased the im- 
' PwS±V t^^^ " reminiscing and tells another story 1

He said he tried for the part w i U i a b o u t  h i s  s * n  . , - „
M tPr ‘r ± r ^  , ■ B o °th w a s  a  “ det a t  IPPerwash . . 

™L>i A^ H ^ H^ ^ A^ L ^ ^  i n  high school. The elder '..' 
±  Savage, a 25-year army veteran who 

w l l h  m e  a n d  served in both Japan and Korea and
w u  cow .ho m  wore sergeant Vtripes, said he

r e S o n S S  simHarly to H. ™The ‘^ a t h *  m i g h t  f ° l i0 W

H o o v e r , Booth's fascination with 
D o t ^ S  a  cadets was at another level. He was 
w a s w e a U e l e S  in tere sted  in how th ey
W Cove™ coXV ti^'roA u  ■ a '' Simulated wounds in mock battles. 

h T .  S " 1 '  •' “ is interest in the theatrical aspects 
T &  AA L u  g  d  u  of such mock battles spurred Booth

S  ° n  t e l e v l s l o n  i s  , "..away from an army career into a 
popcorn. • theatrical one - ' ' F” ’ ’ '

d ° ’ the Savages ’ 
The Lust Season were Jack and , ■ rprnember their son’s parlv da vs 
Ruth Savage, his parents who live in s . h te v e r d id
Ingersoll not far from the future site ™  .o % e h  TeTenhone ” He cam e'

Pr i n c e >. a n d  started talking in the ,< thrA>ioh^ca A h iM h L ^  co m ica l com m ercia l. " It won
through his childhood. . . a w a r ( js  " hjs  m o ther recalls. ,

SAMI DETERMINED NATURE

compassionate.

Savage has a determined nature 
like the character he played in this

hard to live up to and som etim es 
causes Savage trouble in choosing 
projects. “You feel you must have 
political meaning or good sense in 
every project.”

Booth has tried to stick with the 
ideal but som etim es believes he 
fails. He's just coming off a 13-week 
pilot television series for CBS about 
magazine crim e reporters called 
Hot Shots. /

His parents compare the style of 
the action-show to Moonlighting. 
Savage’s father stayed up to watch 
the late-night show and taped it for 
his mother one night. They both 
agree it's not one of his best works.

A BllLV FUlt OF IDEAS
“It’s not something I ’m proud of,” ) 

Sav.age says bluntly. , . e , . :. . . ,
He doesn’t know if the series will ) 

be picked up or not, but he speaks as ■ 
if he quite honestly will be relieved if

d

■k: W HEN he starting acting, . 
Savage drove cab in Toronto. He / 
made the connection with T h eatre ' 
P asse Muraille which was a natural

' it isn’t. ,
“When I was 18, I started with a

belly full of ideas. I was bursting.” 7  
.  The actor says he now feels it’s time 

for new experiences, perhaps some 
theatrical ones perhaps some out of 
the business entirely, to get his ( 
juices flowing again, and to get 
som e of those exciting ideas back in 
his belly..
■ Booth worked practically around 
the clock during the filming of the 
series and had no time to spend with 
his fam ily in Toronto. , 1 
‘ Booth Harding Savage (his real 
name and a fam ily name) took his 
five-year-old daughter Akela (this 
unique name com es from Booth’s 
desire to name his first child after 
his father. Booth was a cub scout 
and his father was a leader known as 
Akela - therefore the nam e.) to the 
CN tower for lunch recently. The ac­
tor m issed ordinary fam ily outings 
like this.



Boolli Savage
As he talks lo the Sentinel-Review  

reporter on the telephone, his 
20-moiith-son Tyron lyes, named 
after Tryon Gutherie, the producer) 
can be heard cooing and conversing 
in the background.

Savage wanted Io see his son so 
much during the filming, he would 
wake the child opal 4:31) a m . before 
his long commute to work so they 
could have breakfast together.

At the lim e. Savage was working 
on I M  Shota, The Lust Season, anti 
his current project all a l once. He 
broke his ankle during film ing of the 
hockey dram a and was hobbling on 
crutches. I l  was an exhausting time 
for him.

When Savage and Janet-Laine 
Green find a break in their heclic 
schedules, they sometimes slip 
away to their 54-acre farm  in 
Bracebridge.

Janel, a Saskatchewan-born ac­
tress, has brought a little country to 
Savage’s life. Even their wedding 
reflected it.

The western-style event put Ihe 
dashing groom in a grey slelson and 
matching suit. The blushing bride 
appeared in a red and grey western 
outfit. No tradilional white dress 
here.

I T was very theatrical," 
Booth's dad recalls with a grin.

Savage used to scoff at successful 
actors when they complained about 
having no time for fam ily and the 
normal things in life but now he 
agrees, "You don’t know what you 
give up when you choose this 
profession.

" It  may be great for a single guy 
in his twenties who has nothing bel­
ter to do than chase skirts, but when 
you have a w ife and a couple of kids 
— it’s d ifferent,” says the 38 year- 
old actor.

Booth regularly takes a hard look 
at his chosen profession.

“ Some public television is of- 
fenseive to the thinking public." 
Such television opportunities are the 
types of projecls he prefers to turn 
down. He passed up a high-paying 
soap opera role in favor of roles he 
can live with.

“ People's values arc important — 
you ho|x> vmi can stay honest and not 
become 'hollywood'.”

Savage doesn 't w ant to be 
remembered fur Hut Shots. H e ’d 

rather Ire remembered for some of 
the projecls he collalmraled on wilh 
Theatre Passe Murai Ue.

You leave a legacy and you have 
to know' you've justified your ex­
istence, Ihe actor said in a serious 
lone.

Projects like Them Donne!ley a, 
1837 — The Farm ers Revolt and th e  
F arm  Show arc plays about things 
that really m atter. They are pro­
jects he likes to be associated wilh.

“ They reflect the time and people 
w:e are."

_SOMETHIHG WHICH M iH t« S ^

What does he ivant to do in the 
future in his acting career? He 
names no specific project, but in­
stead simply says: "To do honest, 
in te l  I i gen i w o rk  th a t  r e a l ly  
m atters,"

Why has he remained a Canadian 
aclor and not been lured away by (he 
bright lights in the United Slates? “ 1 
used io know. I was a red-hot 
nationalist."

Savage isn’t quite as certain or as 
red hot as he was — say, a decade 
ago.

"A l one point in your career you 
contemplate it ,"  (going to the 
Stales) says Booth who has received 
numerous opportunities he's turned 
down

“ Actors are gypsies by nature." A 
n a tio n a l boundary w on ’t stop 
Savage today if a good (honest and 
intelligent) role beckons. But he’s 
still a Canadian first and thinks of 
his career in those terms.

Savage's current project is again 
an impressive Canadian effort. 
Chasing Rainbows is a 13 one-hour 
series to a ir  on CBC in 19B8.TI1C high 
definition video is about young peo­
ple in Montreal in the Hull's.

SAVAGE plays Chicago Ben­
ny Hose who tries to cash in on ihe 
fortunes to be made in the roaring 
twenties,

Uis abundance of work recently 
hasn't given Savage any npportunies 
to audition for other parts perhaps 
stimulated by his recent perfor­
mance in The Mint Season,

However, his father is certain he 
has earned more opportunities. “ Ac- 
Iing is his life — when it comes to the 
lim e he c a n t do it — il w ill be pretty 
hard," his father says.

Savage’s interesting career hasn't 
made him a hot shot.

He’s still chasing rainbows to find 
something meaningful nt the end 
rather than a pot of gold

He says he’d accept an invitation 
to come back to his old high school in 
Ingersoll and share some of the 
things he’s learned over the years 
with students.

He may just inspire a student as a 
teacher once inspired him.

Savage docs come home to visit 
his parents from tim e to lim e. They 
are involved in the commuiiily 
through the Salvation A rm y and 
other local groups.

Jack Savage is annually a key in­
s t ig a to r  o f the In te r -C h u rc h  
Christmas Relief Fund which raises 
money fur the needy during the 
holidays and throughout the year

Jack Savage was associated with 
the Ingersoll Police Force for 12 
years before he retired, and is a pasl 
Grand Master to the Odd Fellows.

ACTIO IN ITO FA 

The fam ily first came to the com­
munity years ago to own and 
manage a motel near Thamesford.

Today when Jack and Ruth 
Savage walk down the street, they 
are greeted by name.

When Booth visits Ingersoll, he 
recalls happy days here.

He even acted here a few years 
ago in the Ingersoll Theatre of Per­
forming Aris's (JTOPA'si produc­
tion of Them Donne Ileys. Savage 
says il would be a real thrill for him 
lo direct a play here.

I f  he could survive as an aclor in a 
town like Ingersoll, Savage says 
he’d be packing. Ilis  memories of 
Woodstock and Ingersoll are only 
fond ones.

He admits his dreams of Ingersoll 
a rc  l ik e ly  co lored by youth. 
"E v e ry b o d y  has d ream s."  He 
remembers going to the pool hall, 
cruising the main drag and looking 
for girls — "without much success.

" I  look buck lo those times wilh 
fondess. No one has an ideal life  But 
it seems a pleasant way lo go

"1 wish 1 could bring my kids up 
there I in Ingersoll)," says Ihe aclor 
who has the type of life m any Inger­
soll kids dream about



Town's Savage son 
snags glossy series

By PAULINE KERR
for The Sentinel-Review

INGEKSOLL — “Hot Shots" starring 
Ingersoll's own Booth Savage will be 
shown (hiring prime time this season.

The Toronto based actor plays ex-cop 
turned investigative reporter, Jake. 
West. The series is patterned on the hit 
Moonlighting but lacks the original’s 
witty dialogue and excellent writing, 
said Savage. Hot Shots was not 
renewed.

The actor has no complaints about his 
performances on the series and said 
there were times when the scripts were 
good and everything went the way it 
was supposed to be, He had fun doing 
the show, although the t5-to-18-hour- 

per-day shooting schedule was an 
ordeal.

Savage said in a telephone interview 
Monday: "Anyone who knows me and 
my dad — everyone knows Jack Sa vage 
— will get a kick out of the show."

/I new series to air in March has a lot 
more potential. Chasing Rainbows is 
the most expensive project ever done 
by CBC. Shot in high-definition video, 
the "wave of the future" said Savage, 
the I I hour series has already been sold 
overseas.

The actor plays "Chicago" Benny 
Hose, con man, hustler and radio's first 
request-playing, toaster-give-away disk 
jockey. The show is set in prohibition 
Montreal in the "20s and is based on 
fact.



Booth Savage
Gemini award proved critics wrong

By PHYLLIS COULTER 
of The Sentinel-Review

A new videotape has been added to 
the collection of Jack and Ruth Savage 
in Ingersoll. Their son, actor Booth 
Savage, recently won a Gemini Award 
as best actor in a Canadian dramatic 
program or mini series.

Jack taped the award program and 
has added it to his collection of tapes of 
his son’s performances. • ”

Booth, 39, received the award for his 
portrayal of a fiesty hockey player in 
The Last Season. The actor was ge­
nuinely surprised to win.

“I was dumbfounded, completely sur­
prised,” he said in a telephone inter­
view with The Sentinel-Reveiw from his 
home in Toronto.’ 

To him, it was 
m o r e  t h a n  
r e c e i v i n g  
r e c o g n i t io n ' 
from his peers, 
it was a symbol 
of respect for 
the movie which 
was severely 
p a n n e d  -by 
many Toronto 
critics, but was 
very dear to 
Booth.

“I was happy I 

Savage 
circa 1973

to have that perfor­
mance accepted. Of anything I've ever 
done on television or film — it meant to
most to me.”

Booth said he was nervous at the 
awards ceremony because he and ac­
tress wife Janet Laine Green were 
presenting an award as well. He had at­
tended this award show in the past 
when she was nominated for her role as 
a lawyer in Seeing Things.

He wasn’t expecting much from a 
television part in Hot Shots in which he 
plays a crime magazine reporter. But 
since the show has been on CTV, it has 
had high ratings and is very popular.

“I was overwhelmed when I was told, 
it is doing extremely good. People come 
up to me from all over the place and say 
they like it.”

Booth prides himself in doing work 
“ that matters” and calls shows like Hot 
Shots “popcorn.” Popcorn, or not, he is 
impressed with the popularity of that 
show. It scares him though.

He expected it to flop, and another 
project he is working on Chasing Rain­
bows to be very popular. But since the 
crime show was such a success he is a 
bit worried the public won’t enjoy Chas­
ing Rainbows as much as he hoped.

Set in Montreal in the 1920s Rainbows 
is a mini series which will air on CBC in 
March. “Because CBC put so much 
money into it, there will be a lot of 
publicity about it in the new year,” he 
predicts.

“ It’s really a nice piece of writing. It 
has some meaning to it as opposed to 
popcorn.”

In the television movie, Booth plays 
Chicago Benny Rose who tried to cash 

in on the fortunes to be made in the 
roaring twenties. “People like my dad 
will really like it because they can 
remember things about that time,” 
says Booth. However the movie is ex­
pected to have broad appeal among all 
age groups.

Booth is expecting to go to Los 
Angeles in the new year when the pilot 
season starts. He would prefer to work 
in Canada but there are few movie or 
television opportunities here right now.

The self professed red hot nationalist 
prefers to be in good Canadian produc­
tions but cannot find work here. Job op­
portunities are more abundant in the 
United States.

Shared victory
Booth’s victory was a shared one. He 

was pleased for Roy MacGregor who 
wrote the novel on which the movie is 
based. Booth said in an earlier inter­
view that he tried for this role with 
more intensity than any other part 
because “ Roy MacGregor’s book 
stayed with me and haunted me.”

The Last Season was not nominated 
for any other Gemini Awards, so 
everyone involved in the project had 
their hopes pinned on Booth. He was a 
surprise winner the critics say.

Producer Bob Sheerin and the movie 
had received a “real shit-kicking” from 

, critics, making Booth's award a sweet 
' victory for all.

Life has been full of surprises for 
Booth lately.

_ VAS'!



Chasing rainbows in Hollywood
The Daily Sentinel-Review, Ingersoll This W

By PAULINE KERR
ol Ingersoll This Week___________________

His movie star good looks say 
Hollywood but the thing which 
strikes you most about Booth Sav­
age is his manner — soft-spoken 
and intelligent.

In the world of stage and screen, 
Booth Savage is a hometown hero.

Star of the highly acclaimed 
Chasing Rainbows and the action 
series Hot Shots, Savage has a 
achieved fame in a difficult career 
while at the same time he remains 
close to his Ingersoll roots and 
family.
' Born in New Brunswick, the ac­

tor moved to Ingersoll where his 
parents, John (Jack) and Ruth 
Savage, still live. It was at Inger­
soll District Collegiate Institute 
that he first became interested in 
the stage, winning a tri-county 
award for high school acting.

After he completed school, his 
first job was with the Ingersoll 
Public Utility Commission. But he 
moved to Toronto where he ended 
up performing with Theatre Passe 
Muraille.

Savage remains proud of Inger­
soll and visits as often as he can, 
but the visits are not as frequent as 
he would like.

An actor’s success is often mea­
sured'by how busy he is. Savage 
has, in his own words, “a good ca­
reer.”

He has bqen sufficiently in de­
mand as an actor to have been able 
to pick and choose, opting for qual­
ity, for significant work, over fi­
nancial gain.
- He is currently involved in a 
number of projects. This past sea­
son he has been a semi-regular on 
the longstanding Beachcombers 
series and presently sports a beard 
for his role in Tarragon Theatre’s 
Collected Works of Billy the Kid. 
He will also be making a guest ap­
pearance on Street Legal.

In the works right now is a fea­
ture film Next Year Country being 
done in Saskatchewan.

Savage enjoys working in tele­
vision and film but finds as time 
goes on, he is becoming more inter­
ested in writing for the stage. He 
has performed a couple of his own 
plays.

During a recent visit to town, 
Savage took a few minutes from a 
hectic schedule to give a brief up­
date on his career and on the Ca­
nadian film and television industry 
in general.

Hot Shots, a glossy series in the 
Moonlighting vein, was cancelled 

along with the popular Night Heat 
and Adderly. While Savage is quite 
blunt in his assessment of Hot 
Shots as not one of the better things 
he has done, quality had little to do 
with the show’s cancellation. The 
reason was financial.

All three of the television shows 
were produced by the Americans. 
GBS was the main buyer. “We are 
at the mercy of the American in­
dustry,” Savage says.

A number of shows are being 
made in Canada, especially on the 
west coast, but the control remains 
south of the border. The attraction 
in making movies up north is the 
lower Canadian dollar.

“The Canadian industry is going 
through a growing up period,” he 
said. Until recently, film in Canada 
has been heavily subsidized while 
competing with the American free 
market.

Government policy has removed 
much of the funding, creating a cli­
mate in the Canadian film industry 
which is not very healthy right 
now.

But on a personal level, Savage’s 
career is thriving.

Savage is married to well-known 
actress Janet-Laine Green. They 
have two children, daughter Akela 
and son Tyrone. ’

Booth Savage



;i N. Oxford’s W om an Clerk - Treasurer Claimed Rec

LotO
O
O
M
F̂
E
E
P
^
eS
s

Miss E. A. Selden Has Recorded i 
Council’s Proceedings For

17 Years 
—  

yVZOODSTOCK. Dec. 26—The 
W  men of N orth Oxford j 

Township m ay not be noted i 
for th e ir docility, bu t for the  * 
past 17 years, a t  least. Miss E. : 
A. Seldon.* of Ingersoll, has 
had the reeves and councilors | 
of th a t tow nship all bu t ea ting  | 
out of her hand.

I t is not known w hether : 
Miss Seldon, vivacious and i 
energetic, is the  only lady j 
c le rk -treasu re r and collector 
of any m unicipality. She is the 
only one of her sex th a t holds 
such a position in the County 
of Oxford. • * *

Th? offices of N orth  Oxford 
Townsnip c le rk -treasu re r and 
collector are  positions, too. ; 
th a t have been held by a  m em ­
ber of the Seldon fam ily for 
over half a  century. Miss Sel­
don's father. R ichard Seldon, 
who died a t the age of 82. held ■ 
those positions for some 35 
years before she took over. 
P rio r to that. A. Hilsdon held 
the position for some 40 years.

Miss Seldon doesn't recall 
ex-actly when she sta rted  ac tu ­
ally doing the work. She just 
drifted into it through her 
father, who in la te r years left 
m ost of the  actual w ork to 
her. “I guess I s ta rted  helping 
my fa ther from rhe tim e I 
was first able to acid." she re­
called w ith a smile.

W ith becoming modesty. 
Miss Seldon doesn’t think ’ j

Mi-x Seldon is show n sea ted  in th e  liv ing-room  of her hom e, a t  
305 O xiord  s tre e t. In g e rso ll. D efusing som e old N o rth  O xford 

T ow nship  record  books d a ted  in  the  1860’s.

Township Official 
In Duties Col

Taxe

is any th ing  rem a
fac t th a t she 
som etim es heavy 
position in the to
pointed out th a t t
in 13 years there 
election in the tow
have alw ays had
cils,” she noted w

I t  will be appro
years ago next N
Miss Seldon's 
W illiam  Seldon,
from  Devonshire, 
bought and cleare
w here the family
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Pat Silcox 
—first recognition—

By Barry Ward
• Sentinel-Review staff writer

INGERSOLL — The poem 
started out as a spur-of-the- 
moment effort to prove a point 
and wasn’t finished until 30 
years later. This week, it took 
first place in the adult section of 
the Woodstock Public Library’s 
poetry contest over 108 other 
entries.

For A.P. “P a t” Silcox, of 263 
Tunis St. in Ingersoll, it was the 
first public recognition of a 
hobby he has had for most of his 
76 years.

The poem, The Wheel, equates 
life with the spinning of a wheel. 
The first five stanzas, covering 
life to middle age, were written 
by Silcox while he was an in­
structor at an Ottawa teacher’s 
college in the 1950s.

He wrote them in free verse 
following an argument with a 
fellow instructor about whether 
free verse was poetry. While 
admitting he liked free verse, 
Silcox maintained then, as he 
does now, that free verse should 
not be called poetry.

He wrote the free verse work 
the night after the argument and 
presented it to his colleague the 
next day, stating it was not 
poetry but something different.

“ I don’t know why I chose that 
idea,” he said of the wheel as life 
theme. “I think I did a fair job of 
conveying the thoughts I wanted 
to convey,”

A month ago, after hearing of 
the poetry contest, he retrieved 
the “poem” and added two more 
stanzas, bringing it around to its 
logical conclusion, the end of 
life.

Ironically, it won, indicating 
Silcox hadn’t won his battle to 

exclude free verse from the 
realm of poetry.

Judge Beryl Baigent of 
Thamesfordsaid the poem stood 
apart from the others entries 
because it followed established 
criteria for poetry techniques 
with respect to such things as 
metaphor, simile, rhythm and 
structure.

Silcox said he does this sub­
consciously and gave the credit 
to an instructor he had while a 
student at teachers’ college who 
stressed, such techniques in 
studying poetry. Silcox said this 
was one reason he refuses to 
consider free verse, which 
breaks several of the rules, as 
poetry.

Appropriately enough, he’s 
w ritten a poem about the 
matter. The first stanza ends:

To me, what’s called “free 
verse” in. poetry,
Though none the less in potency 
And often harder to compose, 
To me deserves another name; 
Not prose or poetry but — what?

Silcox said throughout his life 
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The King St. office used by Doctors Dave Simpson and Jim Kirk has taken on a completely different 
appearance than it had when the two first began considering the building for their practice. In 
addition to being the town’s newest family practitioner. Dr. Simpson is a bit of a carpenter and 
undertook most of the renovations of the building’s interior, himself. This reception room is one 
example. z

Doctoring carpenters make own
What once was a rather old and 

vacated paint store is now a 
modern, comfortable office for 
Doctors Jim Kirk and Dave 
Simpson, family practitioners at 
28 King St. E. in Ingersoll.

Dr. Simpson is not only skilled 
in the medical field, but pretty 
good with a hammer, as well. 
Since coming to Ingersoll last 
summer to begin a new practice 
with Dr. Kirk, he has spent his 
off-hours tearing down old 
partitions, moving walls, putting 
up dry wall, tiled ceilings and 
panelling to turn an old building 
into a pleasant, .aesthetically 
pleasing atmosphere for both 
patients and staff.

Receiving a good deal of 
assistance from Dr. Kirk, Jim 
Gilles, a guidance counsellor at 
Ingersoll District Collegiate In­
stitute, and the doctors’ wives, 
Maureen Kirk and Mary-Anne 
Simpson, the entire building was 
renovated and then redecorated 
on the inside. ?

Soft, dark carpets adorn the 
floors, blending in with the light 
browns of the panelled walls. 
Each doctor has a full-sized wall 
mural in his office. One is an 
ocean scene, and the other a view 
of autumn, with falling leaves 
and an inviting path through the 
woods.

“ I like doing things with my 
hands” , was Dr. Simpson’s 
explanation for all the work that 
went into the completed project. 
At the beginning, when the walls 
were crooked, the ceilings 
cracked, and the room layouts 
inconvenient, he was told by a 
contractor that he would have a 
great deal of difficulty over­
coming all of the obstacles 
pres?nted by such an old 
building.

Dr. Simpson is a graduate of 
the University of Western 
Ontario medical school. Prior to 
beginning his practice in Inger­
soll, he spent two years in a 
family practice

renovations
Normally, a graduate ol medical 
school spends only one year in 
internship. Dr. Simpson ex­
plained , that the two year 
program is sim ilar to an 
internship, but in addition to 
hospital training, the partici­
pants spend a year at a family 
medical clinic.

During that timer- they are 
trained through a program 
centered around treating in­
dividuals, with emphasis placed 
on their social and psychological 
needs as well as physical ones.

“We are trained to look after 
mental needs as well as physical 

.needs. Social workers are 
involved in the program • to 
observe and guide us. We begin to 
look at patients from a coun­
selling point of view, as well as 
from a medical one,” he 
explained.

j Dr. Simpson felt that his office 
with Dr. Kirk will be somewhat 
unique for Ingersoll. Although 

program . । e a c h doctor has his own patients, 
the two are planning to do a great 
deal of work together. They will 
take turns being on call each 
night and will be able to fill in for 
each other, when the situation 
arises.

( page I
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|  “W.e talk a lot at the end of the 
day and pass ideas' backhand 
forth. i f  helps to have a'second 
opinion or a second mind to help 

j with difficult problems,” he said.
‘‘I’ve only known Jim for about 15 

, months, but many people at the 
hospital think that we have 
known each other all of our 
lives.”

Another feature in their office 
,is a full-time nurse who is also 
involved in patient care.

Asked to comment on his < 
over-all approach to a new 
medical practice, Dr. Simpson 
remarked, “I plan to do the best' 
that I can for. my patients with 

respect to their physical and 
mental 'well-being as well as 
being able to direct them to other 
social and medicaK assistance 
where it seems required. I don’t 
consider myself to" be the 
ultimate authority in every 
field.”

Most of the building which once housed a paint store looked like this before Dr. Dave Simpson began 
to renovate the interior into an aesthetically pleasing office for himself and Dr. Jim Kirk.

iMG&RSoL-l- TifMeS 
October $ A ^ ^



Sports fan creates board game

Ingersoll businessman and avid sports fan Dave Skinner 
has invented a new hoard game called Hatter Up, which 
was completely designed and manufactured by Inger­

soll Paper Box Company. The game plays remarkably 
like the real thing -  and you won’t be rained out.

By KIMBERLEY HUTCHINSON

This baseball game won't be rain­
ed out, and you don’t need a domed 
stadium to play it.

Dave Skinner, vice-president of 
Ingersoll Paper Box, and an avid 
sports fan, has designed a new board 
game called “ Batter Up”  which will 
be available in Ingersoll in time for a 
Christmas ball game.

“ 1 have children, and we often sit 
down to play board games," said 
Mr. Skinner, explaining how the idea 
to create the game originated.

" I l  seemed that we were always 
looking up the rules on a separate 
piece of paper,”  he continued, ex­
plaining that often the rules were 
also complex or not clear for young 
players.

"1 don’t know why I thought of 
baseball,”  said Skinner, whose of­
fice walls at Paper Box are covered 
w ith  sports photographs and 
memorabilia, including a miniature 
baseball bat, and a vibrant Detroit 
Tigers pennant.

In one night, Dave Skinner and his 
12-year-old daughter Sarah thought 
up the basic concept and sketched 
out some rough rules of the game.

Mr. Skinner brought his original 
concept in to the shop, and tossed the 
ideas around with a handful of 

fellows from the shop, who played 
the game over and over, testing out 
changes to the rules.

"A  lot of them had kids of their 
own, and came up with some ideas 
on how to make it go a little  faster," 
said Mr. Skinner.

The main features of the game 
designed by the creative minds at 
Ingersoll Paper Box are a compact 
playing board and a set of simple 
rules printed right on the face of the 
board.

The idea was to create a game that 
moved fast enough to keep the atten­
tion of young players, and to keep 
the play and scores in keeping with 
the real game.

"We also wanted to keep it small 
and compact so you could play it in 
the car,”  said Skinner, whose 
children frequently play simple 
board games while travelling in the 
car.

Players roll the dice and interpret 
the rolls into baseball play, with four 
men apiece for each of the two 
players. A roll of three gives the bat­
ter a triple, a roll of eight is a strike 
out, and a roll of nine is a fly out, for 
example.

"The game is relatively simple to 
follow,”  said Mr. Skinner, and par­
ticularly for those fam iliar with the 
game of baseball, the Balter Up ac­
tion is just like the real stuff.

Skinner would like to see the 
Paper Box creation sell for under 
$10.

"When we were designing the
"The game is very true to the 

strategy of baseball," said Skinner. 
" I f  you get the first man on base, the 
game changes dramatically, and 
things really start to ro ll.”

Prom concept to marketing, the 
whole game was created by and at 
the Ingersoll Paper Box company, 
an Ingersoll firm  whose big business 
is the manufacture of folding paper 
boxes for a variety of uses.

A company that does the film  work 
for Paper Box’s other projects came 
up with the caricature on the box 
cover, and the company team came 
up with the heading, and box and 
board design.

" I t  was a natural for us because 
we could manufacture it ourselves," 
said Skinner, who pointed out that 
his major investment in the project 
was a great deal of time. Only the 
dice and the markers are purchased 
outside the company.

" I  think (his way, too, we can keep 
the price very attractive," he said. 
"So often dealers have to go through 
a middleman. We don't have to do 
that." 

game," said Skinner, “ we were 
aware that if we wanted to market it 
in major department stores, we 
would have to make it bilingual."

The Batter Up board is reversible, 
with the rules printed in English on 
one side and French on the other.

Although Balter Up has hit the 
market at an awkward time, since 
major stores do their Christmas pur­
chasing eight to ten months in ad- 1 
vance, the reception of the game has 
been really good, said Mr. Skinner.

The game is already available at 
Ingersoll Department Store, and has 
raised considerable interest at Toys- 
R-Us. Skinner does most of the 
marketing himself.

"W hen that part isn 't your 
business,”  he said, “ it's all new.”

"You learn as you go,”  he pointed | 
out. “ We're in the process of having 
the name “ Batter Up”  trademarked 
right now.”

In choosing the name, Skinner 
said he was looking for a name 
which would identify the game easi­
ly on the shelves.

“ Batter Up”  says immediately 
what the game is about,”  he said.

" I t  has been kind of a change of 
pace for the guys here,”  said Skin­
ner. “ So often, we only see the 
manufacturing part of the business, 
not the concept that comes before or 
the marketing that comes after.”

From the time Dave and Sarah 
Skinner had the first idea until the 
firs t boxed game came off the line 
was a period of about seven months, 
said Skinner, who estimates that a 
year is about the standard.

And this time, the Ingersoll Paper 
Box company did it all.

Dave Skinner isn't bothered by the 
idea that his invention w ill spark 
some local interest in creating new 
board games.

"That would be great!" he ex­
claimed. “ That's what it ’s al) about. 
But individuals must be pretty com­
mitted to an idea to want to see it 
through, and would want to make a 
good-sized firs t run (for cost­
efficiency).”

“ With us as manufacturers, we 
can pick and choose the quantities 
we want to run,”  he pointed out. "We 
had that luxury."

"But I ’m sure that everyone has 
ideas, and dreams of try in g  
something," he said. “ For some, 
this is it . ”
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f Old Contemptable ’ 
recalls World War One

BY BRIAN SMITH

“We were crossing the 
Aisne River in Northern
France. It was a rickety 
pontoon bridge built after 
the real bridge was blown 
up a week before. I had all I 
could do to get my horses 
across the raging current 
while the sergeant clung to 
the back of my machine­
gun limber. When I finally 
reached the Western front, 
just across the river, an 
officer asked me where 
Sergeant Larkham was. I 
looked back; he wasn’t 
there. He must have 
slipped into the river and 
drowned, because I haven’t 
seen him from that day to 
this.”

My grandfather Fred­
erick Smith, a longtime 

At the time this photo of Frederick Smith was taken, he 
had been in the British Army for two years and the First 
World War was another year away.

resident of Ingersoll, was 
recounting one of his 
experiences during the 
First World War. For his 
service in the war, Private 
Frederick Smith, of the 
British army’s sixth div­
ision, received the Mons 
Star and is one of a 
vanishing group of British 
soldiers known as the “Old 
Contemptables.”

“Kaiser Billy gave us 
that name,” chuckled 
Grandpa as he made a wry 
reference to William II, 
Emperor of Germany, who 
is reported to have blamed 
his failure to conquer the 
European continent on a 
contemptable bunch of 
British soldiers. Although 
over 50,000 British soldiers 
marched into battle to 
distinguish themselves in 

the early months of the war 
as “old contemptables” . 
Grandpa says there are 
very few left today.

“ I read an article by Del 
Bell of the (London) Free 
Press a while ago that said 
the last Old Contemptable 
was in Westminster Hos­
pital in London, but that’s 
not true,” said Grandpa as 
the glaring omission was 
an obvious hurt to his 
pride. “There’s probably a 
few more living in the 
Toronto area and Britain 
but the Old Contemptables 
are a rather loose-knit 
affair since it’s hard to 
keep track of those of us 
that are still around.”

Born in Beckenham, 
England in 1894, one of 
Grandpa’s earliest recol­
lections is his father's 
return from the Boer War 
in 1901. He went to school in 
West Croydon but quit at 
age 11 to work full time in a ■ 
steam laundry. After work­
ing at odd jobs in a pub and 
transporting horses, he 
joined the British Army in 
1911. He was soon stationed 
in Dublin to deal with the 
occasional uprisings of the 
Irish Republican Army and 
remained there until war 
broke out on August 4,1914. 
After a month of intensive 
training and mobilization 
in Cambridge, England, 
Fred Smith was off to fight 
in Northern France.

He must have been a 
strange contradiction of 
ancient and modern war­
fare. Just as the ancient 
Celts and Romans had 
ridden into battle thous­
ands of years ago, he 
transported supplies to the 
front lines with a horse- 
drawn cart. But in his cart 
was the most formidable 
instrument of modern war­
fare before the atomic 
bomb; the machine gun.

It was a weapon that 
quickly terminated any 
infantry advancement, and 
caused the vicious war of 0 * ^  1979
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attrition and acrimonious 
deadlock across No Man’s 
Land, It is a fact that'more 
lives were lost along the 
trenches of the Western 
front during the First W.W. 
than the Second W.W,

During this deadlock of 
1915-1916, Grandpa rem­
embers one of the first 
instances of a poisonous 
gas attack by the Germans 
along the Ypres front. “We 
saw this greenish-yellow 
smoke coming at us about a 
mile away. None of us had 
gas masks, so we pulled 
our flannel shirts up over 
our noses and waited, but 
we were awful-damned- 
glad when the wind chan­

One of the last of the "Old Contemptables”, Frederick 
Smith is still going strong at age 84. This is a recent 
picture of him taken outside his home in London.

ged and blew that stuff 
back over the German 
linesThey didn’t use gas 
much after that,” he said

motioning his arms in a 
mock gesture of fighting off 
the gas.

Early in 1916, while 
Grandpa was relaxing.with 
the soldiers in a French 
bristo during a rest from 
the front lines, a Sergeant 
marched in and demanded 
seven volunteers to go 
East, “I got thinking that 
I’d had enough of this 
year-long mud and rainy 
weather, so stupid old me 
put up my hand and the 
next thing I knew I was off 
to the Middle East to fight 
the Turks.”

Everyone has seen blue­
eyed Peter O’Toole riding 
across the desert in his 
flowing robes in the movie 
“Lawrence of Arabia”, but 
Grandpa doesn’t remem­

ber him dressed quite that 
way.

“Once we had to present 
arms to him on the Sinai 
desert and although he had 
an Arab headress, he wore 
a British Army uniform. 
He was an Englishman, 

and a colonel I think, and 
those Arabs were really 
loyal to him.”

Gaza. Strip. Jerusalem. 
Jordan River. Damascus. 
Place names straight from 
the Bible.... also headlines 
in today’s papers as 
battlefields in the conflicts 
of today. Fighting in the 
parched desert of the 
Middle East was just as 
vicious as the Western 
Front.

Five times the British 
tried to overtake the bridge 
over the Jordan River near 
Jerusalem. Five times they 
were driven back by the 
Turks. It was here that 
Grandpa received the tra­
gic news that his parents 
were fatal victims of the 
influenza epidemic that 
began to sweep the West­
ern world in 1918. He hadn’t 
seen them in four years.

After nearly seven years 
of continuous service in the 
British Army, Grandpa 
was granted a leave of 
absence the night before 
the British liberated Dam­
ascus, and came back to 
London, England in Sept­
ember, 1918. Just two 
weeks after his return, he 
received word that the 
army intended to send him 
to Russia to fight the 
Bolsheviks. This was very 
disheartening to Grandpa 
and 5,000 other British 
veterans who had seen 
enough of war, so they 
organized themselves into 
a massive protest group 
and marched from Hyde 
Park to 10 Downing Street.

“When we got there, this 
Sir General Robertson 
came out and told us we’d 
all be demobilized in two 
weeks. We all hooted and 
howled at him, but sure 
enough I was discharged at 
the Crystal Palace two 
weeks later.”

Grandpa married and 
came to Canada in 1920 on 
the Soldier Settlement 
Scheme. He arrived in



Ingersoll in September of 
that year. He began 
working for the Borden 
Company and remained 
there for over 25 years 
before quitting to take up 
the electrical trade. His 
wife, Lil, a former officer 
in the Women’s Army 
Auxiliary Corps in Britain 
received the charter to 
establish the Duchess of. 
Kent Legion here in 
Ingersoll. He operated a 
variety store on Thames 
Street from 1953 to 1956, 
and later moved to Wood- 
stock, and finally to his 
present home in London in 
1969.

“When I came to Canada 
it was only a colony. Now a 
lot of people here thumb 
their nose up at the Queen 
and say they have no use 
for the British, but we’d be 
a lot better off if we had 
stayed with the British 
Empire. Recently I was 
asked to apply for citizen­

ship papers. Now, isn’t that 
crazy after living here over 
50 years?” asked Grandpa 
as he showed me his British 
and Canadian passports.

Born when the British 
Empire was at its zenith, 
Frederick Smith has wit­
nessed incredible changes 
like so many of our senior 
citizens, but the dissolution

of the Empire is probably 
the hardest for him to 
comprend. It has been said 
that old soldiers never die 
but just fade away, but the 
pride and passions that 
stirred an entire generat­
ion to war will never be 
forgotten by this “Old 
Contemptable” who sur­
vives sixty years on.

One of the proudest moments in Grandpa Smith’s life was the spring of 1939 when King 
George VI and the Queen Mother stopped in Ingersoll during their royal tour. The short 
fellow talking to the Royal couple is Fred Smith while the second man behind the Queen 
Mother’ŝ  umbrella is former prime minister William Lyon MacKenzie King.

limes



INSIDE Beachville Baptist Church, historian Charlie Reeves (left) and Rev. James Sanderson stand by pews saved from the 

People profile
NAME: Kev. Jam es Edw ard Sanderson

POSITION: P astor of Beachville Baptist, asso­
ciate pastor of Ingersoll F irst Baptist

BOHN: Scarborough, November 14, 1957
WHY YOU CHOSE THIS PROFESSION: The 

m inistry is my h ea rt’s passion.
EDUCATION: Four years of a rt a t Sheridan Col­

lege with a M aster of Divinity from the Ontario 
Theological Semenary.

WHAT YOU LIKE BEST ABOUT YOUR JOB: 
Love for God and the people.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS YOU ARE PROUDEST 
OF: Getting m arried a few weeks ago.

FIRST JOB: Apprentice boat builder
SECRET VICE: Likes to sleep in.
WHAT THREE WORDS DESCRIBE YOU 

BEST: Calm, personable and thoughtful.
WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET AROUND 

TO DOING ONE OF THESE DAYS: Overseas mis­

sions.
WHOM IN THE WORLD WOULD YOU MOST 

LHKE TO HAVE DINNER WITH: (Aside from my 
wi'fe Jennifer), Anglican minister and author John 
Stott.

yOUR DREAM VACATION: The Orient or the 
Middle East.

YOUR FAVORITE MOVIE OR SHOW: Wizard 
of Oz

YOUR FAVORITE PERFORMER(S): Actor 
Jac k Nicholson and singer John Michael Talbot

THREE THINGS THAT CAN ALWAYS BE 
FOUND IN YOUR REFRIGERATOR: Cheese, 
milk and orange juice.

WOODSTOCK’S BEST ASSET: Terrific friendly 
people.

PEOPLE MAY BE SURPRISED TO KNOW 
TH Air: I was trained as an artist (illustrator/pho- 
tographer) Rev. James Sanders
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Mayor’s award 
to Harold Smith
BY PAM RIGHTON

Ingersoll’s Harold Smith has received 
yet another citation for his outstanding 
contributions to the community.

Monday night during regular council 
session, “Smitty” was presented with the 
Mayor Thomas J. Morrison award for his 
outstanding contributions to recreation in 
Ingersoll. Mayor Doug Harris, presenting 
the award, said the award “fit in well” , 
with Mr. Smith’s achievements.

Holder of the Silver Acorn Award for his 
distinguished service to the Boy Scouts of 
Canada, Mr. Smith'was instrumental in 
obtaining the 10 acre site for the Ingersoll 
Scout Camp and was an active chairman 
for the fund-raising and physical 
development of the camp. He is also 
actively involved in St. James Anglican 
Church, the Horticultural Society and was 

Grand Marshall of the 1978 Cheese and 
Wine Festival in Ingersoll.

The Mayor Thomas J. Morrison award, 
established in 1967 in memorial of Mayor 
Morrison, recognizes oustanding contri­
butions of Ingersoll citizens to recreation. 
Florence McPhee and Lorne Moon were 
joint recipients in 1967. Mr. Smith, 
receiving the award for 1978, was the 
12th recipient.

A long-time resident of Ingersoll, Mr. 
Smith has become an intregal part of the 
community, giving pleasure to young and 
old alike with his work, Mayor Harris said, 
Mr. Smith, the leader of the First Ingersoll 
Wolf Cub Pack, has been involved with 
scouting in Ingersoll for the past 33 years. 
After emigrating from his native Ireland 
in 1926, he arrived in Ingersoll in 1930, and 
worked as general manager of the former 
Ingersoll Loblaws when he retired.
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Sound off
with Gordon Sanderson

Before we tell, you what happened to 
Stanley J. Smith of Ingersoll, we should 
mention that he is 81 years old and that 
we believe his story, even though he is an 
old-time member of the Liar’s Club.

Mr. Smith wrote to Sound Off on Jan. 7, 
complaining he had not received his No­
vember disability pension cheque from 
the Workmen’s Compensation Board. '

This did not strike us as too unusual, 
since a postal strike was in progress 
throughout November. However, the 
strike ended Dec. 3 and Mr. Smith should 
surely have received his cheque shortly 
thereafter.

j  What made his letter stand out was, the 
style of personal notepaper he uses. 
Printed at the top centre of the page is 
Mr. Smith’s name and occupation: Free 
Lance Journalist.

And, down the left side of the page, like 
a social register, are printed the names of 
organizations with which Mr. Smith is as­
sociated, including veterans’ groups in 
such widely separated cities as Vancou­
ver, Chicago and Muenchen, Germany.

And the second-last name on the list is 
the aforementioned Liar’s Club of Bur­
lington, Wis.

In his letter, Mr. Smith was tilting his 
lance at WCB employees for not following 
his instructions. He said he was well
aware of the postal strike and called the 
WCB’s London office Nov. 6.

“I gave them my claim number and 
asked the girl who answered the phone to 
send my cheque to the CNR agent in In­
gersoll because the CNR maintained their 
own postal service.”

Mr. Smith then stated that the girl who 
took his phone call “deserves a putty 
medal” because he still had not received 
his $194 cheque.^ ■.

His letter brought swift action. E. W. 
(Bud) Swartz, area claims supervisor at 
the WCB’s London office, phoned us 
within a few days. Investigation showed 
that Mr. Smith’s pension cheque had been 
mailed after the postal strike ended and 
had been cashed. However, the endorse­
ment signature did not look like Mr. 
Smith’s signature.

“ I think we have a forgery here,” said 
Mr. Swartz. “I am going to visit Mr. 
Smith personally in Ingersoll, and if he 
will sign an affidavit that this is not his 

signature, I can isspe a., replacement 
cheque on the spot.” ■ ■ , ,

The claims official said the WCB had no 
way of following Mr. Smith’s instructions 
by using CNR internal mailing facilities. 
During the , postal strike, cheques for 
claimants in this area were available for 
pickup at the London office. Those that 
were not picked up were held and mailed 

/ as soon as postal services resum ed.'
‘ . The next time we talked with Mr. Smith 

by phone it was to hear from him the em- 
vbarrassing news that Mr. Swartz had ar­
rived and showed him the cashed cheque 
— and the endorsement signature was not 
a forgery.

“ I never knew I had cashed that cheque 
until 1 saw my own signature, then I re­
membered what I did witli it,” he con­
fessed. “I cashed it on a Monday morning 
after I went and got a haircut, then I went 
down to the liquor store and stocked up on 
my Christmas liquor. I've still got some 
of it left.”

It was a “ legitimate mistake,” he said, 
and we agreed with him. But while talk­
ing, we asked Mr. Smith about his mem­
bership in the Liar’s Club.

Seems that back in 1935, he submitted 
an entry to the Wisconsin organization 
which was chosen as one of the best lies of
that year.

“The one I sent in was about a North 
Oxford farmer I knew. He was so strong 
he could bend over and pick up half an 
acre of ground and stand it on edge. On 
one side he’d plant wheat and on the other 
he’d sow oats, thereby reaping a double 
crop.”

Mr. Smith, a First World War veteran 
who “didn’t dodge fast enough” when the 
shells were bursting over Vimy, also 
didn’t get out of the way quickly enough 
while working as a train conductor in the 
Sarnia yards of the old Grand Trunk Rail­
way on July 19,1925.

“I had my right leg cut off when 1 was 
run over by an engine coming down the 
tracks,” he said. He has collected com­
pensation ever since."

“It started out at $48 (a month) and now 
it’s up to $194 — that’s how good the gov­
ernment has been to me,” he said.

And he takes back any unkind words he 
wrote about his “undelivered” cheque.

I-ONDOM PRESS
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When Stanley Smith speaks 
it's a ta ll tale or spicy history

By ADRIAN EW INS 
Sentinel-Review Staff Writer

Stanley Smith is a good lia r 
and proud of it,

In fact, he is so good a lia r that 
in 1939 he was runner-up in the 
W orld Championship of the 
L ia r’s Club.

M r. Smith, 83, of Ingersoll, is 
not only a good lia r and a 
member in good standing in the 
L ia r’s Club of the United States, 
but he is, by his own admission, 
an authority on among other 
things Abraham Lincoln, Wyatt 
Earp, B illy the Kid, Wild B ill 
Hickock, John Brown, Aimee 
Semple Macpherson, Cattle 
Kate, K itty Leroy, the original 
firs t Canadian Division that left 
Canada in 1914 and the complete 
histories of Chatham, Sarnia 
and Ingersoll.

And he can speak for two 
hours on each without a note; he 
said in an interview recently.

But back to the L ia r’s Club. 
What does it take to be the 
second-best lia r in the world?

This was Mr. Smith’s entry: 
“ I said I knew a farmer in 

West Oxford Township who was 
so strong he could bend over and 
pick up an acre of ground and 
stand it on end.

“ Then he would sow wheat on 
one side and oats on the other so 
he could reap a double harvest. ”  
GOOD PUB LICITY

He said he always mentions 
Oxford County in his stories to 
give it some “ good public ity."

The L ia r ’s Club is an 
organization based in 
Burlington, Wisconsin, which 

jCan be joined by sending in 10 
■cents, he said. He joined in 1933 
and he’s now in the process of 
working on a good ta ll tale for

Stanley Smith 
. . .  story teller

this year’s contest.
But Mr. Smith is definitely 

telling the truth when he claims 
to be an authority on all the 
people and places mentioned 
earlier.

His list of credentials is as 
impressive as the stories he 
tells.

He has been d irec to r of 
research fo r the Oxford 

■Historical Society, a member of 
the National Executive of the 
John Brown M em oria l 
Association, a member of The 
Westerners Club of Chicago and 
he is one of the surviving 
members of the Originals, the 
first Canadian Division that left 

in 1914.
The reason he is an authority 

on Aimee Semple Macpherson, 
the famous evangelist in the 
United States during the 1920s, is 
quite simple. He knew her.

Aimee came from Salford, 
and Mr. Smith even paid her a 
visit when she was at the height 
of her fame in California.

“ She was the P.T. Barnum of 
religion - she really put on a 
show for the money, although 
she started out seriously," he 
said.

Another reason for her suc­
cess was that “ she was the most 
attractive g irl you ever saw”  - 
except for her biggest fault 
“ swollen ankles.”  
T H E R E ’S M O RE

Aimee was not the only 
notorious female to come from 
Oxford County.
"  In fact; Oxford County “ holds 
the record fo r : famous1 and in­
famous women” , according to 
Mr. Smith.

Such lovely and admirable 
examples of Womanhood as 
Cattle Kate, K itty  Leroy and 
Catherine Chadwick - the 
‘ ‘ C le v e la n d  B a n k e r s ’ 
Headache”  - all hail from this 
area.

Cattle Kate’s claim to fame, 
Mr. Smith said, is that she was 
the first woman hanged in 
Wyoming for cattle rustling. She 
came from somewhere in the 
county, although Mr. Smith said 
he couldn’t recall exactly where 
- probably East Oxford.

A reward had been put out by 
the C attlem en’s Association, 
and Cattle Kate was the prize.

“ She was hanged back to back 
from the same tree as James 
A verill” , her cohort in crime.

As if  that wasn’t , enough, 
Cattle Kate was probably the 
most famous “ madam”  in the 
old west at the time.

K itty  Leroy?
She was Oxford Centre’s 

contribution to the culture of the 
old west. She was the first 
stripper in Deadwood, S.D.

She met her demise by being 
shot to death in the Lone State’s 
Saloon in Deadwood, Mr. Smith 
said, sometime during the 1860s.

The other famous (or in­
famous) Oxford County woman 
on whom Mr. Smith is an 
authority is Catherine Chad­
wick.
BANKING HEADACHE

Affectionately dubbed “ the 
Cleveland headache" or the 
“ Bankers’ headache” , all she 
did was swindle banks 
throughout Ohio of between $2— 
$3 million.

Her method, according to Mr. 
Smith; was to claim to be the 
daughter of well-known in ­
du s tr ia lis t and m illiona ire  
Andrew Carnegie.

She came from the Eastwood 
area and eventually died in ja il 
in Woodstock in 1906, doing time 
for all her frauds.

Stanley Smith lives in a world 
of books, newspapers, and 
history - both from what he 
reads and personal experience.

He has enough stories - true 
ones in addition to his ta ll tales - 
to fill a book. Although probably 
not enough to fil l the 45 pound 
dictionary that sits in his living 
room.

SEWTiuec Review
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STANLEY J. SMITH, former 
railroadman and councillor is 
now busy writing the activities 
of old John Brown’s sojourn in 
present' day Southwestern Ont­
ario which culminated in the

I famous Harper’s Ferry Raid Smith’s book will cover the per- 
| in West Virginia and his sub: -iod embracing the war and the 

sequent hanging. The outcome, participation of thousands of 
of this foray was the curtain . young Canadians in what he 
raiser - to America’s greatest i terms “the greatest tragedy of 
drama, the Civil War, and Mr. | modern history.” (Staff photo).AUTHORITY ON OXFORD HISTORY

$  '

j,

j- : By YVONNE MOTT •[
“Well, guess it’s safe to go; 

; home now — my wife should, 
[have the lawn all cut” . . with; 
[these words Stanley J. heaved 
i himself out of the chair, grabbed 
his bag-of groceries off the deskl 
and with a flip of his hand left1 
the Sentinel-Review office.

•Oh yes, “Stanley J .” is all 
that is needed to introduce' the 
illustrious Mr. Smith to our read-, 
ers. The’ remark quoted above’ 
is a typical Smith-ism.

When reporters learned that 
veteran councillor Stanley J. 
Smith was not going to stand 
for re-election in 1960 they were 
more than a little disappointed. 
For Councillor Smith could al­
ways be counted on for one good’ 
quote during a meeting and quite 
often it was his violent objection 
to a bit of legislation that res­
cued the meeting from the fate 
of a dull report.

Probably called a “character” ,! 
“clown”, “fool”, “riot” a n d ’

He told this reporter on more Mrs. Smith not only shares her 
than one occasion that he could ; husband’s interests and encour- 
not stand to see the open council ages him in his research, but 
meetings so “cut and dried” ; he fortunately possesses a good sen- 
hated to see “all the discussion s e  of humor. One can under-

“Screwball” more often than any-ij 
one else in local public life, Stan:;

take place in a closed committee 
meeting and then a rubber stamp 
put on it in the public meeting” 
and could never understand “why 
the taxpayer doesn’t insist on 
knowing more about what council 
does and how it reaches its de­
cisions”. On many occasions his 
sudden unexpected attack on a 
councillor’s move would gener­
ate a heated discussion that 
brought out facts which would 
otherwise never have been pub­
lished. “That’s why I did those 
things” he told the S-R the night 
he retired from public .life, “and 
nothin got. my num# in the pap- 

LIKES THE TRUTH i
f His passion for truth and mak­

ing things public goes hand in 
hand with his intense interest in 
all things historical and his par­
ticular interest in Oxford Coun­

se of humor. One can under-

ty history.
• His home is a collector’s para- 

Smith certainly does not seem 1 dise of rare old books, beautiful 
to resent the adjectives tossed< antique glassware, clocks, photo-, 
his way. In fact he has beeni' graphs,' old newspapers and all| 
accused on a number of occas-|- things relating to the study of i 
ions of deliberately provoking ' history. The newspapers, books 
battles and making “smart” re-:/ and clocks are touched by no one
marks to gain publicity. This ther. except Stanley J. 
former councillor did vehement-! display of glassw
ly deny.

vAicpi oicuucy v., but the lovely 
. display of glassware is arranged 

by and cared for by his wife,

stand the necessity for this after 
hearing of her husband’s trip to 
Vancouver and his return gift to 
her — a tin of salmon from a 
local grocery store. We recall 
being shown Stanley’s den after 

( his return from hospital a few 
' years ago. “Look at it” he 
moaned. “She went and cleaned 
it all up, filed everything away; 
I can’t find a thing.” After 
more of this bitter complaining 
about his wife’s annoying habit 
of being tidy he turned to us 
and whispered “Isn’t she won­
derful?”

Admittedly, this man who in 
the past two decades has prob­
ably been discussed as much as 
anyone in Ingersoll, _wHl “do any-
I thing. By simply refusing to 
[think of losing a leg as becom­
ing disabled, Stan has proven 
that you’re only crippled when 
you think you are. Most of his 
jokes are on himself and his 
leg is- often the reason for the 
joke,. (Eg., the time the dog bit 
him — on his wooden leg.)

Incidentally this same leg does 
not prevent him from marching ■ 
with the veterans of World War
I in the Remembrance Day par­
ades. • •

May.
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|shrapnel; 26 days later hospital 
• was bombed and I was rewound­

On his 40lh birthday Stan de­
cided he had had quite an inter­
esting life and began to record 

;some of the events. “ If Life Be- 
i gins Ai Funy I’ve Been Only 
Fooling” would make anyone 

' shake his head in disbelief, but 
Stan swears everything in it is 

i true.
With his permission we pnVt 

a few excerpts:
”1902 —' Built a straw and 

newspaper fire against a barn 
door to keep warm; no insur­
ance on barn and crops, but all 
the livestock was saved.

“1903 — Moved into the city of 
Chatham and was placed upon 
the top oi the furniture load to 
save a railway fare. Curiosity! 
prompted me to pull a slip knot1 
in the rope to see what would! 
happen. A walnut-finished table, 
turned into a finished walnut; 
table and all the dishes were 
broken. Wrist sprained.”
SERIES OF JOBS

After a series of jobs including 
a newspaper route, delivery boy, 
newsboy, theatre usher, elevator 
operator, working at unloading 
freight boats, Stanley J ’s father 
apprenticed him to a Sarnia 
newspaper. In 1913 he finished 
his apprenticeship, resigned and 
got a job on the railway.

In 1914 he was promoted to 
switchman and freight brake- 
man and promptly enlisted in an 
infantry battalion with the Over­
seas Military Forces of Canada. 
He saw a great deal of action, 
the inside of. a few jails and a 
couple of hospitals. Of interest 
is his note pertaining to 1917: 
“Over the top of Vimy Ridge 
and HD) 70 In hnqnita! with

ed in the head. Finally got some­
thing into my head at last so 
wrote to Dad with the good 
news.”

In 1919, Stanley J. notes. “Re­
turned to Canada; felt tired so 
went to California to rest up and 
went broke; worked as dishwash­
er for a Greek; dock walloper 
for an Italian and went paper­
hanging. Went' to Mexico to see 
a bullfight and was so mortified 
that I let the remaining crea­
tures out of the corrals and was 
deported as an undesirable for 
cheering for the bull.”

Wrecks and derailments, pro­
specting, barnstorming, starling 
his. own aviation company ,air 
crashes,’ experimenting with bal­
loons and he kind of adventur­
es most boys and young men 
dream about occupied Stan’s life 
for the next few years.

It was in 1926 that he first 
entered municipal politics in Sar­
nia. In 1933, following an airplane 

•crash, he came to Ingersoll, 
“ broke” and 26 months later, he 
recalls, he was a member of 
council.

Stanley J is st.I! missed around 
the council chambers and often 
one of his rer.r.rks is recalled 
during an argument. According 
to parliamentary procedure Stan­
ley J. Smith was probably out of 
order more times during onei 
council meeting than most coun­
cillors are during a year, but as 
one of his colleagues stated once, 
“At least you always know how; 

J he feels”.
1 Today, retired from politics; 
and from the railroads (after a-! 
bout 50 years “on and off’) Stan I 
is by no means inactive, He finds I 
more time than ever to devote 
to his historical research and is 
presently continuing his work on 
the story of John Brown. • ।

Whether you agree with Stan-j 
ley J. Smith’s politics or not,! 
you’ve got to admit he isn’tj 
ashamed to state his opinions and 
if you do happen to think he’s ai 
“ character”, you've got to ad-;

■ mil he is a colorful one — and 
(wouldn’t the world be dull with- •mil UUHnl
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By DON MURRAY
*LTIUS is about a group of parents and mem­
bers of the “ older generation”  who got lo- 
■gether with a rock-group called The Sound 
Spectrum to bridge the “ Generation Gap.”  It 
is also the story of the band’s origination and 
development from six Ingersoll teenagers •

> development from six Ingersoll teen-agers ' 
? may be the biggest thing to come out of the
London music scene in a long time.

- The band’s manager is Peter Francey, a 
fry  car-old English teacher at Ingersoll Dis- 
tf?/t Collegiate who told their story which 
inc ided a Quebec City booking just before 
Christmas, playing two weeks at a discothe­
que called The Electric Circle.

:i The group, together for only a year, was 
j  originally made up of six Ingersoll youths: 

Sandy MacKay, 19, drummer and vocalist;
1 Bill Caldwell, 19, lead guitar and vocalist; 
’ Bruce Fleming, 19, organist and vocalist; 
f Bob Smith, 20, bass guitar and vocalist;

Robb Oliver, 19, saxophone and vocalist; and 
Dave Borland, 17, trumpet and guitar. Clark 
Spenser, 19, also of Ingersoll acted as their 
road manager.

Peter said a seventh member, Joe Ed­
monds, 21, who plays saxophone, trombone, 
trumpet and recorder, was added to the 

'  group before the Quebec City engagement 
because the discotheque manager hired only 
bands with a minimum of seven members. 
“ Don’t ask me why, but that’s the way he 
wanted it. Besides it worked out very well 
and Joe fitted right into the group.”  /

Peter, an articulate man, showed me 
around the large two-storey frame house ab 
79 Beaconsfield Ave. which serves as The 
Sound Spectrum’s home and base of opera­
tions, made coffee and then went back three, 
years to the time when the group first began' 
to get together. ,

I t  was his first year of teaching at the high 
school and he‘ soon got to know the original 
group members very well.

.“ They were the rebellious ones at school,/ 
the first to have long hair, wear bell-bottoms 
and to be kicked out of school for not getting 
haircuts.”
s But, he said, they were all interested in ! 
n.usic and had played in various local' 
gidtips for several years. In January* 1969, 
they formed The Sound Spectrum and played 
at weekend high school dances and local 
functions. ' -

“ It was all just for fun initially.''

Ho was invited' l.b several practices and 
performances of the group that year and got 
to know them quil^w cll. \

In June the group decided to turn profes­
sional and asked Peter if he would handle 
(heir business >affairsi

“ They decided to stop school for al least 
one year.”  Peter said. “ Then it. dawned on 
me that it was bigger than just a part time 
gig and it involved a fairly serious decision 
regarding their futures. This business is very . 
complicated and a group can fall apart very 
easily without a manager to handle bookings 
and money . . .  So I agreed.”

He said the members of the group had 
some opposition from their parents who had , 
doubts and concern about their taking a year 
away from school.

“ But when they realized the guys were 
really serious about becoming musicians 
they agreed to let them try it.”

The band decided the only way Id turn 
professional and make it succeed was to live 
and work together.

“ We searched for a month for a house in 
London to rent but people seemed reluctant, 
about renting to young musicians so we had 
Io buy,”  Peter said.

They found the Beaconsfield Ave. house 
In southwest London and paid the owner a 
small deposit giving them several days to 
rai<<’ the $6,900 down payment.

Of course they didn’t have that much mon­
ey available. ..N . .. *

. 0  ’ A ■ ■
Within days the entire community of-Inger­

soll knew about The Sound Spectrum’s plight 
and donations began to pour in. • ’ <’

The group members went to local business­
es and friends asking for any amount of 
money on ray terms, loan, donation, f6r in­
vestment. The parents of one group member 
gave up the money they had been saying fo f r> 
their summer vacation and other' 
lions came from the Mayor of IngersQj^ ’tpe } 
high-school's music teacher and a,, jpmistpr ' 
of (he local Presbyterian Church.

“ We got fantastic co-operation frbm tile 
people of Ingersoll in meeting the'fdowh pay­
ment, especially the bank? manager," Peter 
said. '''-Mi. jW ! / '* '

The music teacher drops ’lit 'from time Io 
lime, listens Io the group^raetising and of­
fers suggestions and hints. A i,..

“ It's funny to sec him sitting'in the prat 
lice room really grooving t(> the music." Pe 
ter said.

Each month the investors. 50 in number* 
receive a balance sheet of the group’s finafw^ 
cial statement and a newsletter is sent loathe 
parents to keep them uplo-dalc on baud'nd* 
livities.
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“ This is a very competitive business'and 
the guys realize that to survive theyJiave to 
get along with each other. They get no allow­
ances from their parents so their qnly in­
come is from the band and it seems to have 
matured them, musically and personally.”

With the house established as their home 
base the Sound Spectrum turned professional 
in August.

“ At first we took anything and everything 
in the way of jobs.”  Peter said. “ They 
played 21 days of August, mostly bubblegum 
music at dances in London and the surround­
ing area.”  (Bubblegum describes commer­
cial dance music for very young teens.)

The band settled down in September to 
work on their music and technique and then 
were booked solidly throughout October. ’

Peter said: “ November was a very bad 
month for jobs, probably because it was 
exam time, and it showed the group they had 
no guaranteed income. They had to face the 
fact they weren’t as good as they thought

He said, in addition to the lack of profes­
sional recognition received here, the band 
can’t afford to work in the area. "It's  an ex­
pensive business and we spend as much on 
promotion as we do on equipment.”

Besides the $20,000 mortgage on the house 
the band has several thousands of dollars in­
vested in equipment — $1,500 in slage-wesr 
alone — and just recently bought an $8,500 
bus. Being mobile is an important part of a 

. band’s potential to gel profitable bookings.

they were.”
Since then they have been working mostly 

outside of London, in Windsor, Hamilton and 
Kitchener-Waterloo mainly.

“ Groups tend to die in London because 
they become identified with the bubblegum 
type of dance.”  Peter said. “ We played that 
kind of music at first because we needed 
jobs but now we can’t convince people that 
the group has improved. They seem to want 
cheap bands in London and that’s what they 
get.”  ;

He said The Sound Spectrum is not a com­
pletely commercial group right now which 
hurts them occasionally because they don’t 
try  to please the teenyboppers (bubblegum- 
mers) who are a very large group of pre and 
early teenagers.

Clark Spenser who handles the group's 
business affairs on the road said the Quebec 
Cty engagement had been very successful 
despite the long hours and the hard work. 
He said the Electric Circle’s manager was 
quite impressed and there was a possibility 
of a return engagement in April or May.

Peter who handles the promotion, be king 
and finances of the band said he had been in 
touch with die manager of Laff-m. THE dis-
cotheque in Montreal, who h t, seen 
group and wanted to book them.

In addition to the future bookings two 
cording companies, one established and

the

re- 
the

other newly formed, have shown interest in 
the group's development and feel that in the 
near future they should make a record.

Peter said the two men running the new

“ At the group’s present stage the majority 
of our music shouldn’t be really heavy stuff 
that you can’t dance to. So we have to com- ' 
promise a little and save the really heavy 
music until we reach the concert group 
stage—knock on wood.”

company have shown a lot of interest in the 
group and have given them good advice on 
bookings and agencies.

“ Their advice is really appreciated be­
cause when I agreed to manage the group I 
had no idea how complicated this business 
was.”

Presently The Sound Spectrum deals 
through about 20 agencies who arrange book- - 
ings for them. While the argument for a 
single booking agency organization contin­
ues, the group finds the diversity of choice, 
even if it complicates the booking proce­
dure, offers an element of freedom.

Sandy MacKay, the drummer, says there is 
a big upswing in promoting Canadian talent 
both here and down south and he named 
groups like The Mandala, The Guess Who 
and The Band as examples.

“ Promotion is the big thing a group needs 
to make it big these days—and a good rec­
ord.”

oone 2©^ 3^

The Sound Spectrum docs all of its own 
promotional work which consists of getting ; 
posters and pictures made and distributing ] 
them to agencies or to advertise an upcom­
ing engagement.

,L “ We have been getting fantastic help in ' 
promoting the band, particularly from pho- ; 
tovrapher Ron Taylor who worked pracli- J 
ta lly  all night getting the new pictures .of 
the group ready before they left to go 'to ■ 
Quebec,”  Peter said.

Perhaps a good example of the groupks in­
genuity and the seriousness with which they 
approach their profession is the fact that 
they are the only London band listed in the

T o n e rs
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yellow pages! There are many listings for 
music schools and shops but the only entry 
under “musicians” is The Sound Spectrum.

Bill Caldwell, the short-haired member of 
the group said a band, particularly one just 
starting out, has to be careful not to get 
mixed up with the wheeler-dealer type prom­
oter who is always coming up with great 
schemes that never seem to work out.

“ We are really fortunate in knowing people ■ 
like the Iwo guys from the new recording 1 
company and other musicians like Paul De­
Angelis of the East-West Project.” Peter 
said. “They give us a lot of good advice 
about who to trust and who to avoid in deal­
ing with promoters and agencies.”

What’s in the future for The Sound Spec­
trum? The group members say they’re not 
satisfied with what they’re doing at the mo­
ment and feel that, although they are im­
proving musically, they still have a long way 
to go in the field.

“We are getting better.” Sandy said. ‘We 
need a good record to establish ourselves 
and then another good one to follow it up.”

The group knows and can play about 150 
songs at present, and has written four of its 
own.

“They’re a bit shy to play a lot of their 
material in front of an audience right now.” 
Peter said. “ But they are slowly beginning 
to gain more and more confidence in them­
selves and in their music.”

But, in his opinion, it goes Iwyond the 
band’s musical and personal development. 
As an adult who is involved with young peo­
ple both in teaching and through The Sound 
Spectrum he feels the group's venture shows 
communication between the older and young­
er generations is both possible and valuable 
to both parties.

“It demonstrates to parents and teen-agers 
that such idealistic projects can become 
realized dreams; that among our youth is de­
termination and responsibility and among 
our parents is interest and belief. A whole 
community offered its support to these boys, 
demonstrated their belief in youth and the 
returns have been excellent. .

“The parents share a well deserved feeling 
of pride and rather than ignore the strivings 
of their children, as is so often the case, 
they have encouraged them to develop, to the 
fullest possible extent, their creative talents.”

( po^e. 3  cS 3 ) SOurMO SPBCSTfUW



Rural Ontario 
captured
on canvas

By MICHAEL BARRIS 
Sentinel-Review staff writer

INGERSOLL — They say one picture is worth a thousand 
words and John Spiers' pictures are no exception.

The Ingersoll artist is showing 42 of his paintings and 
sketches at the Creative Arts Centre in a display starting 
Sunday entitled: Paintings and Illustrations For Nature and 
Outdoor Life Lovers — 70 Years of Study.

The show, running Fridays and Sundays Nov. 1 through 15, 
dramatically portrays some of the changes rural Ontario has 
seen in the artist's lifetime.

The scenes range from a 1927 automobile — the artist’s 
father’s first car — being yanked from the mud by a team of 
horses — to a flock of birds fluttering around the artist’s 
modern-day bird feeder in his backyard.

FORMER TEACHER
Speirs, 70, spent 35 years primarily teaching art in the St. 

Catharines-Niagara region before retiring as an art con­
sultant in 1971 and moving to Ingersoll.

After he retired, he plunged into painting and making 
illustrations based on sketches and studies accumulated over 
the years.

Educated in Stratford, Speirs graduated with a special art 
degree from Beale Technical School in London. In 1935, he 
completed studies at the Minneapolis Federal' School of 
illustration.

In 1942 he became art supervisor in the schools of St. 
Thomas. He took on the challenge of teaching art classes at 
Queen Mary senior public school at St. Catharines in 1951.

A member of the Creative Arts Centre for seven years, 
Speirs has paintings in many homes in southern Ontario.

One of his biggest influences was his Grade 2 teacher who 
allowed him to decorate the boards with colored chalk at 
festive times and read the class animal stories. Speirs also 
was influenced by animal paintings the teacher hung on the 
wall.

INGERSOLL ARTIST John Speirs, 70, with 
Reflections of an Era, an illustration of a 
white-tailed deer in india ink, charcoal and 

water colors 
which will be p

(Staff pho



Love of life
Artist, 70, still gets thrill from painting

INGERSOLL (Bureau) — After a 
lifetime of painting, 70-year-okl John 
Speirs still gets “a thrill out of creat­
ing a picture.”

Speirs, a native of Stratford, re­
tired as an art supervisor for the Ni­
agara region board of education in 
1971 but is as active as ever.

Forty-two of his works are on dis­
play at the Ingersoll Creative Art 
Centre until Nov. 15.

“When you love life like I do, it’s 
no problem to put it on a painting.” 
he told visitors at the centre Sunday.

His ideas for paintings are often 

pulled from his childhood memories. 
His favorite painting on display is ti­
tled When The Roads Went Soft. It 
shows a team of horses dragging his 
father’s blue Auburn touring car out 
of the mud after a spring fishing 
trip.

Scotty Burns’s blacksmith shop 
was one of Speir’s favorite spots 
when he was a boy. Hero Worship 
shows an admiring lad watching 
Burns at work,

Speirs studied art at II. B. Beal 
Technical School in London after 
graduating from the old Normal 

School in Stratford. One of his teach­
ers encouraged him to enter some of 
his work at the Western Fair. He did 
— and won six first prizes.

He was unemployed during the De­
pression but found work in 1912 as 
an art supervisor for the board of 
education in St. Thomas. In 1951 he 
went to St. Catharines and remained 
there until his retirement.

Working with bi! and watercolors 
and sketching in black and white is 
keeping Speirs busy. Doing some­
thing you enjoy is the real secret to 
retirement, he says.

Ingersoll artist John Speirs, 70, painted this pic- way to raid a nearby chicken house. (Photo by 
ture of a fox he saw hopping a stone wall on his Williams)



Local artist depicts 
life in his paintings

He has captured fleeting 
moments and imprisoned 
them on his* canvas so that 
all may see the beauty of 
nature and of life, as he sees 
and feels it.

He is a recorder of history 
and emotion. He is a story 
teller who can kindle the 
memories of the old and stir 
the imagination of the 
young, as he weaves his own 
memories into unique and 
interesting tales.

He has the ability to laugh 
at himself and to enjoy all of 
life around him. Perhaps it 
is these qualities that are 
most impressive in John 
Speirs,

Mr. Speirs is at an age 
where many people begin to 
settle back and take life 
easy. But he has too many 
things on the go to take life 
easy. At 70, he is staging his 
first art show at Ingersoll’s 
Creative Arts'Centre, titled 
Paintings and Illustrations 
for Nature and Outdoor Life 
Lovers - 70 years of study by 
John Speirs of Ingersoll.

“If you lined up all of my 
art, you would have a 
history of the changes in 
rural life in the last 50 
years,” he said. “Partic­
ularly changes in the Strat­
ford area.”

He has painted numerous 
.farm scenes, usually ones 
he has spotted on the farms 
of relatives or friends. 
Many of his pictures contain 
portraits of his own relat­
ives, including one which 

' shows his mother-in-law on 
her way from the house to 
the barn, being followed by 

i barnyard chickens, dogs, 
and cats. Another picture 
shows his sister-in-law milk­
ing cows, while three kittens 
sit in anticipation of milk 
being squirted their way.

Another depicts his brother- 
in-law bailing hay.

Mr. Speirs gives each 
picture a name and the 
names he chooses are as 
interesting as the artwork 
they accompany. Some of 
these are “When Neighbors 
were Neighborly,” a farm 
mural which shows farmers 
chatting between chores; 
“Gone but not forgotten,” a 
picture of his deceased 
pets; “When Smoke Spells 
Fire,” a mural of deer 
running through a ; woods 
just before fire hits that 
particular area of the 
woods, and “When the roads 
went soft,” a picture which 
shows horses pulling his 
father’s blue Auburn tour­
ing car out of the mud after 
an annual spring fishing 
trip.

Many of Mr. Speirs pic­
tures are actually memor­
ies on canvas. Hero Wor­
ship, which depicts a small 
child watching blacksmith 
Scotty Burns at work, is 
actually from Mr. Speirs’ 
own past.

“ I used to spend hours 
watching the blacksmith,” 
he admitted with a grin.

Despite his love for farm 
life, Mr. Speirs finds today’s 
farms “too mechanical and 
without any of the roman­
ticism they once had.” ;

His nature and wild life 
scenes are as exceptional as : 
his farm scenes. Each of 
these he also names and the ! 
scenes are as varied as his 
wonderful imagination. |

Forty-two pictures are on 
display at the Creative Arts ; 
Centre but the artist esti- ■ 
mates he has done about 200 
over the years. Many of 
these have been born from 
his lifetime study of nature.

Illustrations of birds



flocking to his backyard 
feeders; awesome portraits 
of moose; humerous pic­
tures of shunks violating 
garbage tins and bears 
cleaning up after campers, 
are just a few of the subjects 
he has covered. Some, such 
as the wild horses he spotted 
on a trip to Mexico, are 
dramatic, while others such 
as a skunk and her young 
ones crossing a pathway, 
are whimsical. >

“My parents use to say I 
started painting when I was 
in the high chair,” said Mr. 
Speirs. “ I wish they were 
here to see what they have 
started,” he said, directing 
his hands to the paintings on 
the gallery walls.

Mr. Speirs and his wife 
Lillian have lived in Inger­
soll for eight years.

“Since retiring I have 
more time to vigorously 
persue my hobby of painting 

wildlife. At the same time, 
in the classroom, I was 
exposed to the framed an­
imal life paintings of Rose 
Bonheur’s “Horse Fair” , 
Edwin Landseer’s “Dignity 
and Impudence” and Paul 
Bransom’s “Beauty and the 
Beast” . They had a pro­
found effect on me at that 
time and no doubt do to this 
day.”

After graduating from 
Stratford’s Teacher’s Col- 

neapolis, Min., and received 
a diploma.

As Mr. Speirs’ interest in 
animals increased, his in­
terest in the sport of hunting 
began to diminish. Today he 
finds the idea of killing 
animals for sport, revolting.

While on a northern hunt­
ing excursion with relat­
ives, Mr. Speirs had a 
chance to study moose. 
During the trip, one of the 
huge beasts was shot down

outdoors and making illus­
trations based'on years of 
accumulated sketches and 
studies,” he said.

Born in Scotland, Mr. 
Speirs received his early 
education in Stratford. 
Among those to encourage 
him at an early age was his 
Grade 2 teacher, Mrs. El- 
born. ’ 1 4

“I give her credit for my 
successes in the art field 
and my continued interests 
in animal life,” said Mr. 
Speirs. “Her daily reading 
of the Burgess Bedtime 
stories delighted and 
aroused my interests in

lege, Mr. Speirs attended a 
special art program and 
graduated from Beale Tec­
hnical School, London. 
While there, one of his 
teachers encouraged him to 
enter some of his artwork 
into competition at Western 
Fair. He did and won six 
prizes for his efforts.

For the next five years, 
Mr. Speirs was too busy 
studying and teaching to 
enter art competitions. He 
taught in rural and small 
town schools during the 
school year, while complet­
ing summer courses at the 
College of Art in Toronto 
during the summer months, 
until he received his art 
supervisor’s certificate.

In 1933 Mr. Speirs won the 
Latham Humane Foundat­
ion poster contest for a 
picture of a small dog, still 
chained to its kennel and 
floating down the Missis­
sippi River, following the 
flood of ’33.

The painting was titled 
“Don’t forget me” and re­
ceived first place honors 
over hundreds of other en­
tries from across North 
America.

For his artistic efforts in 
the Latham contest, Mr. 
Speirs was awarded free 
tuition for a course in 
modern illustration from 
the Federal School in Min- 

and after stumbling through 
a swampy area, it died.

“After that I came home 
and gave away my guns,” 
hesaid. They’re such huge, 
beautiful animals. They’re 
just amazing animals.”

Although not able to spend 
all of his time painting, Mr. 
Speirs was able to further 
his artistic abilities and 
gain employment at the 
same time. In 1942 he was 
appointed art supervisor for 
the board of education in St. 
Thomas. After nine years 
there, he moved to St. 
Catharines in 1951.

“I accepted a new chal­
lenge to conduct art classes 
in a senior elementary 
school named Queen Mary, 
in St. Catharines,” he said. 
“I enjoyed St. Thomas and 
hated to leave it but I felt it 
was a good opportunity.” 
While in St. Catharines, Mr. 
Speirs was allowed to instit­
ute a creative arts program 
in the schools.

In 1971 he ended his 
career as an art consultant 
for the St. Catharines and 
North Niagara Region 
boards of education. Famil­
iar with the Ingersoll area 
and having relatives in this 
area, he and his wife decid­
ed to make Ingersoll their 
new home.

Mr. Speirs’ work, now on 
display at the CAC gallery, 
is the result of a lifetime of 
studying nature and outdoor 
life. He has travelled the 
continent studying and com­
posing. His work is done in 
oils, watercolors, and black 
and white sketches. ,

“There are still things I

want to persue,” said the 
70-year-old. He suggested ' 
that his paintings of farm 
life, sugar bushes, wild­
life, and memories, have 
kept him busy but added 
“you’re never through lear­
ning. I feel I am learning 
just about as much now as I 
ever did. That’s the reason I , 
guess there are other things 
I would like to do.”

Mr. Speirs’ work will 
remain on display at the 
Creative Arts Centre this 
Friday and Sunday, and 
again November 13 and 15. 
Admission is free and the 
gallery is open from 1 to 4 
p.m.



SPEJK S^

Paintings and Illustrations for Nature and Outdoor Life 
Ix>vers is the name of the art show now on display at 
Ingersoll’s Creative Arts Centre. It is the work of John

Speirs, who has been doing a 70 year study of nature, 
wildlife and life in general. The display is open to the public 
this Friday and Sunday and November 13 and 15.
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A good painting w ill tell
a story: septuagenarian

/INGERSOLL2/3 — If 35 children drew 35 different pictures 
of an apple, which ones would be right, and which ones 
wrong?

Former art educator John Speirs says all of them would be 
acceptable, as long as they were genuine expressions of the 

, children.
A former art teacher and consultant for 35 years, Speirs 

now spends much of his retirement time painting and draw­
ing, activities for which he had little time beforehand.

Story and photos 
by Gabe Peracchia

Starting Tuesday, a collection of his works about nature 
and rural scenery will be on display at the Elmhurst gallery 
until March 31. The opening will be Tuesday evening, 7 to 9 
p.m.

As a teacher, Speirs did his job differently from the tradi­
tional way. “ In the traditional way, I would teach a class 
how to draw an apple. But when they finished, you would

■ JOHN SPEIRS, who enjoys observing birds and 
squirrels in his back yard, drew his dog wat­
ching the critters feed.

have 35 apples all the same. You mean to tell me 35 people 
all see an apple the same way?”

The traditional-style logic runs counter to mainstream art 
in which two artists draw two different views of apples and 
both are acceptable.

In his teaching days, the 72-year-old Ingersoll resident 
tried to get students to express their creativity fully. 
“There’s nothing more exciting than to give a child in Grade 
2 a purposeful lesson, and then watch him express himself.’’

Raised near Stratford, Speirs taught in Milverton, Whitby, 
Preston, St. Thomas and finally in St. Catharines where he 
was hired to set up an art program at a senior public school, 
and later was art consultant for the Lincoln County board of 
education.

Twelve years after retiring, Speirs believes not all 
students should be taught to draw art, but most should be 
told how to view it. “ I taught art for 35 years, but I've reach­
ed the conclusion that after age 12 or 13,1 don’t think every 
student should be taught art.’’ There is no sense in teaching 
art to students who have lost interest in the subject, Speirs 
explains.

ART APPRECIATION
“But, the majority should still be taught art apprecia­

tion.” The first step is for parents to take their children to 
galleries.

Unlike many adults who were baffled by the revolutionary 
artistic tastes of 1960s, Speirs welcomed the wave of pop and 
rock music. He saw it as a natural expression of the creativi­
ty of the new generation. “ I could see pop and rock-and-roll 
coming. I could see the worm turning.”

During his summer vacations, Speirs visited the farm of 
his brother-in-law near Embro because it provided him with 
the subjects he needed to develop his artistic talent. The 
farm offered many horses, pigs and Holstein cattle, whose 
anatomies he could study, and a variety of rural colors, “ I 
like it here; it gives me the background I need for my pain­
tings,” he nows says of Oxford’s landscape.

Speirs is primarily a nature artist, drawing in oils, and 
mixed media of India ink, charcoal and watercolors.

In his paintings, he definitely tries to convey a message to 
the viewer. A good painting will tell a story, complete with 
feelings and atmosphere, something unattainable with a 
mere photograph, Speirs says.

A painting is a revelations, while a photograph is merely a 
statement, he says. “To reveal is to create interest. To state, 
like a camera, is to destroy it.”

(page  Io? 2



FORMER ART teacher John Speirs was in­
spired to draw this handsome oil painting by 
reading the descriptions of Spanish bullfights in

Ernest Hemmingway novels. His exhibition 
opens Tuesday evening at the Elmhurst 
gallery.
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By PH Y IU S  COULTER
of The Sentinel-Review

INGI^RS0Ll7^This artist 
has painted more than 500 
works and still hates to part 
with any.

“ I don’t like to go to a sale of 
my paintings. I don’t like to see 
them go."

But they do go, often to 
buyers from Toronto and St. 
Catharines.

John Speirs showed about 35 pain­
tings at the Creative Arts Centre in In­
gersoll at the weekend.

He tried not to look when a sale was 
rung up.

It's  Ix'en a long time since Speirs 
received the first rewards for his 
talents. It was back in 1934 shortly after 
the gigantic Mississippi River flood . ■

Speirs entered a poster competition. 
His painting captured the expression of 
a dog chained to its kennel as it was 
swept down the Mississippi River.

This painting entitled What about 
me? won the poster competition His 
heart rendering version of the flood, 
earned him free tuition to a drawing 
school in Minneapolis where he was in­
troduced to the techniques of drawing 
animal anatomy.

This specific skill is one the artist 
often uses in his paintings of wild life  in 
its natural setting. Such settings are as 
diverse as a living room playing host to 
the fam ily pet. or a clouded sky beckon­
ing a bird in flight, or a plush forest 
hosting a moose as it plods through the 
under brush.

TIMES WERE TOUGH
It wasn't very many years after those 

early drawing lessons, until Speirs was 
on the other side of the teacher’s desk. 
In his firs t year of teaching art he 
brought home a walloping annual 
salary of $500.

A fter teaching half a decade in St. 
Thomas, Speirs was greeted with one of 
the biggest challenges of his life. He 
was asked to set up the art program for 
a brand new m illion dollar school in St. 
Catharines, and spent the next 20 years 
teaching art there. He finished his 
career working for the school board in 
that area, administering all the art 
programs.

Some of his students showed real 
talent. " I  remember a Polish g irl who 
was 12 years old and could really paint. 
I ll never forget the merry-go round she 
painted." Another outstanding student 
who showed a talent for drawing car­
toons, became a cartoonist for a Win­
nipeg newspaper.

When he retired. Speirs had saved up 
a life tim e of desire to paint simply (or 
himself. The then new Ingersoll resi­
dent was invited to teach art at the high 
school here and later at the Creative 
Arts Centre.

He turned both opportunities down in 
favor of pursing his own art.

His paintings are often humorous He 
captures instances in nature which 
many people may miss in the ir own 
lives. He sketches animals when ever 
he sees them, and la ter transforms 
these sketches into paintings, often in a 
mixed medium of charcoal, water 
paints and India ink. Other limes he 
chooses oil paintings if that suits his 
subject belter. The artist then cleverly 
names each painting

For example, he saw birds disputing 
about who would nest in an elm tree 
near his home at 185 Thames SI. N and 
cleverly entitled a completed painting 
of angrily fluttering birds: Heal Estate 
Squabble.

For this particular painting he also 
chose a rough paper that helped il-

STARTLED IS the pel led title lor the John Spiers p u i n t i n  (he 
top photo. “ I really saw this happen." says Speirs ol the dog reac­
ting in surprise to a big tiger on televsion. The artist sils in Ironl 
of the very television where this event took place. Speirs mixed 
mediums in this painting using India ink. walercolors, and char­
coal. Immediately above. Dr. Zeldin added color Io his canvass in 
Eflingham Park near St. Catharines when Iwo horses came up to 
look over his shoulder. Zeldin's friend John Speirs captured the 
moment on canvas.

lustrate texture ol the tree bark Says 
Speirs, the choice of paper is important 
in creating the total effect

His latest clever title  is: Fins, 
Heather. and Hur. This was the name 
he chose for his show at the Creative 
Arts Centre in Ingersoll

Speirs was to be at the show Sunday. 
But. he admits w ith a certain candor, 
i t ’s s till hard for him to see his pain­
tings sell And to watch as the new 
owners take them away.



JOHN SPiTTAL’S cot a t at the hospital. On the left al pictures, which were re- ■
Westminster Veterans’ H o s- is one of his prize winning photoed by the Sentinel-Re-
pital was his easel. His was scrolls, Mr. Spilt al. formerly view, were loaned by t h e
one of the four cots in a , of Ingersoll, died in Westmin- author of this story. Eva M, ■
dormitory of the Elgin unit ster Hospital in Loudon on Somerville, of .London) :,
of the western counties’ wing Oct. 26 this year. (The origin* . ; ■

A legacy of John Spittai 
artist, veteran » 18924971
BY EVA M. SOMERVILLE
When preparations were un­

der way (or London’s Western 
Fair in September one exhibit 
that had attracted attention in 
the Art section in former years 
was missing, John Spittai’s ill 
health prevented his entry — 
one of his artistic and prize­
winning scrolls. He died on Oct. 
26 this year.

The 'studio’ for ’this artist was 
I just the 12 by 15 foot space at 
Ihe southern entrance to a dor- 

i mitory of 'ihe Elgin Unit of the 
Western Counties wing of West­
minster Veterans’ Hospital, 
London, His artist’s ‘table’ or 
‘easel’ was his cdt, one of four 
in this  dormitory.

John Spittai was particularly 
appreciative of being given this 
particular cot -as he did have 
good light from the s o u t h  
window behind him as he pain­
stakingly lettered and coloured 
the - illuminated scrolls t h a t  
have found their way i n t o  
churches, service clubs and 
homes bdth in Canada and the 
U.S.A.1

Huron County Pioneer Mus­
eum is the proud possessor of 
DESIDERATA, a gift from John 
in recognition of his visit to 
that museum. Framed beside it 
is his accompanying letter ex­
ecuted in the same unusual 
penmanship used in his scrolls.

Questioned regarding his’ ma­
terials — paper, pens, ink and 
colors —. “I can procure  some 
locally but pen. points not even 
in Canada. I get these from the 
College/of Penmanship of Col­
umbus. Ohio — $5 per gross.” 
‘ John asked, “Is penmanship 
becoming a lost art?” unost of 
us'would agrep that it is — 
gone the ’ way of the stone mas­
ons’ devotiom to brimming lime­

stone or granite to become 
harmonious units of structures, 
too many of which are rutblcss- 
h becoming victim^ of the hull­
dozer.

It i$ true that the penman­
ship used in the scrolls is a 
highly developed style, n o t  
practical for ordinary use. but 
requires an artist's eye a n d  
hand, as does the line work in 
the illuminated borders 
SOURCES

A variety of sources provid­
ed the subjects John chose to 
use. One of the largest scrolls,! 
three feet by two feet, is the 
Honour Roll for the R o y a l  
Canadian Legion, Ingersoll. No, 
119; This lists 135 names of 
those in sendee in World Wars 1 
and 2 and the Korean War.

The average and popular size 
of scroll might be accommod­
ated in a standard frame of 
sixteen by twelve inches. The 
scroll of THE TEN COM­
MANDMENTS requires a frame 
twenty by sixteen inches. The 
DESIDERATA mentioned re­
quires the larger frame and is 
the one that brought John a 
First Prize  at the Western Fair 
in 1969. He received the same 
award for different scrolls in 
the four preceding exhibitions.

Originality of theme makes 
these scrolls become m u c h  
prized possessions. One erititled 
JOYFUL EVENT was commis­
sioned for a wedding gift — 
the script by Bob Whiteman, 
‘poet-laureate’ of the S e n i o r  
Citizens Club, and the artistry 
by John Spittai.

A recent scroll resulted from 
the order of one admirer taking 
selected lines from a poem of 
a friend, Helena Coleman, .whose 
-poems are now out • of print. 
The choicd here was entitled

MORE LOVELY GROWS THE 
EARTH

THE LEGION’S CREED sug­
gested one scroll. IN FLAND­
ERS FIELDS ip a favourite; 
T H E  BEATITUDES F O R  
FRIENDS OF THE AGED ap­
pealed to many, as did such as 
THE LORD’S PRAYER; a  rec­
ent scroll was AN INDIAN 
PRAYER The choice of sub­
ject bad no limitations as long 
as (bcm was beauty of thought 
that could be interpreted in 
beany of line and colour.

. ACCENT
■ It was not surprising t h a t  
John with still more than a 
hint of a Glasgow accent, would 
choose for one of his .scrolls 
B o b b y  Burns’ S E L K I R K  
GRACE. Some of his handiwork 
has preserved presentation ad­
dresses, valued by the recipient 
and la!er by his family as a 
prized souvenir.

The study of the Art- of Il­
luminated Scrolls - takes one 
back hundreds of years. This 
form of artistry reached its 
peak in the Middle' Ages when 
monks in monasteries practical-1 
ly devoted their lives to pro­
ducing what we might c a l l  
volumes of these intrically 
beautiful masterpieces.

Present day museums and li­
braries afford endless opport­
unities to become acquainted 
with this specialized a r t  
through either originals in 
their glass cases or reproduc­
tions on their shelves.

poqe io ?

SEKJTlMet fcCv/lKiU
KJtxJftrober 5. 1



&s

v

’ p i  y.. i] ’ ?

w

< < ■;

m
?■ ■

*

Bl

O
$

Jf

■ifet

I

rz?&/4 t  ?

w

i.^

S P / T 7 ^

aa
&
r& ’ £Ti % rc <  x/<

r
SasSS

w ^R w

SPEED
Would ft be that tins Is prac­

tically a lost art because of the 
ubiquitous speed of this cen- 
fury? There was a leisure in 

I the Middle Ages conducive to, 
the cape and precision required; 

: in 'the minute detail of t h e  
! precious art forms we now ad- 
I mire but rarely produce. Auto­
mation — typewriters anil other 
business machines — and the 
meaningless (?) abstracts have 
'taken over.

One of John Spittal’s annual 
delights was the concert in Vic­
toria Park, London, by the Sen­

ior'C itizens Club, As a mem- 
| her of the group of sixteen in 
) the Men’s Chorus he made a 
valued contribution, and he 
even gave ‘demonstrations ofi 
“Sand dancing” . His interest in : 
music led to a mastery of the] 
accordion,

With all bis versatility, we 
can be specially grateful to this 
79-year-old veteran at W e s t- 
minster Hospital for the visual 
delight provided by his many 
scrolls.

Scattered throughout the con­
tinent they will'remain a tri­
bute to this humble artist; and 
for those who were privileged 

’ to be his friends they will re- 
, call a quiet gentleman w h o  
- “ shunned the limelight’s glare” .
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A first for Ingersoll 
i. _ r ------ JCreativity can be forced

but for Les Squires of 
Ingersoll his best pieces of 
a rt are created when 
discipline, desire and the 
right atmosphere strike a t 
the same time.

The result is a painting, 
sketch or sculpture which 
first and foremost is 
pleasing to the artist and 
secondly pleasing to a rt 
lovers. This type of work by 
Squires will be on display 
for the month of October a t 
Elm Hurst. It is not his firs t 
show, but it is his first in 
Ingersoll, where he and his 
family have lived the past 
five years.

“My work takes a lot of 
time, and concentration,” ■' 
the fulltime teacher and 
p art time artis t said. 
“ Sometimes I force my 
work and other times I do it 
when I get a desire. It is a 
lot easier if working in the 
right a tmosphere, you get a 
feeling art is like that” .

It doesn’t always come 
easily since he is a senior 
elem entary teacher a t  
Oliver Stevens school in 
Woodstock. After a day of 
teaching art a t school, then 
coming home and painting, 
sketching or sculpting, it 
takes special dedication 
from within.

Painting landscapes in 

oils is his favorite med­
ium and his extensive 
travels have instilled many 
scenic pictures in his mind 
be they mountains, sea 
scapes or other land forms. 
From  a clear m ental 
picture he transfers it onto 
canvas, and if done to his 
satisfaction, it will have a 
special mood and effect.

Originally from Barba­
dos, Squires cam e to 
Canada in 1965. He lived in 
Toronto, and St. Catharines 
before coming to Ingersoll. 
Art and travel are his first 
loves but it is not quite that 
simple.

“Being a fulltime artist 
is not something many 
people can afford to do,” 
Squires said. With his wife 
Jaunita and three children 
he enjoys a compromise. 
Vacations are spent travel­
ling and from there comes 
the inspiration.

Pricing his w°r ks  is a 
difficult task. He thinks in 
terms of this time, m ater­
ials and then there are 
personal feelings about the 
work. If he creates the 
effects he wants, the piece 
is of more value and if not, 
it is not worth as much to 
him or the buying public.

You can be the judge. His 
works will be exhibited a t 
Elm Hurst for the month of 
October.



L e s

Les Squires of Ingersoll has had his own art exhibits on several occasions but during the 
month of October it will be his first in Ingersoll. All month his works can be seen at the Elm
Hurst gallery.
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Hail blamed for death 
>01 Ingersoll wona^ft ;r
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Gerry Staples will start as Town Clerk on September 6, but is not 
new to the area or to the job for that matter. Staples has lived in 
Ingersoll most of his life and held the position of Deputy Clerk of 
the Town from 1958 to 1966.

Gerry Staples, the 
new Ingersoll clerk

On September 6, the Town of 
Ingersoll will have a njew Clerk 
and Deputy Treasurer, but he is 
by no means new to tne area, or 
to the job.

On September 2, Gerry 
Staples will terminate his job as 
County Clerk and Deputy 
Treasurer and do basically the 
same job, on a smaller scale, in 
Ingersoll.

Staples 51, was born and 
raised in Ingersoll so he is 
certainly no stranger to the 
area. In fact he has lived here 
practically all his life.

Staples, held the job of Town 
Clerk from 1958 to 1966 so the 
job is not a new one to hjm. In 
January of 1967, Staples be­
came Deputy Clerk Treasurer 
of the county. In 1971, he was 
made Clerk Treasurer, until the 

job title was changed to Clerk 
and Deputy Treasurer in 1976.

Staples says there is no 
particular reason for his change 
back to the town level.

Although the jobs are on * 
different levels of government 
they have many similarities 
according to Staples.

A clerk position is one of 
many responsibilities. It is a 
clerk’s duty to prepare council 
agenda, committee reports, to 
act as a liason between 
department heads, prepare 
bylaws and to see that the 
policies of the council are 
carried out. As well, a clerk 
prepares reports and acts as an 
advisor to members of council.

Staples, lives with his wife 
and two sons, age 11 and 13 at 
156 Sutherland Avenue in 
Ingersoll.

iN&eRSDLU TIMES 
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Citizen of
year named
BY BRIAN TORSNEY

Lawyer Royden G. Start Q.C. has been 
chosen as Citizen of the Year by the 
Ingersoll branch of the Royal Canadian 
Legion 119 for his dedicated service and 
unselfish interest in the community, 
especially with youth.

Mr. Start, a lifetime member of the law 
society of Upper Canada who has been 
practicing for over 50 years, was 
completely surprised by the decision. He 
will be honored with runner up Ralph 
Gordon, who was commended for his work 
as president of the Ingersoll Trail Cruisers 
Snowmobile club, at a dinner March 22 at 
the Hillcrest Legion Hall.

It is quite an honor for Mr. Start, who in 
his 79th year, plans to retire fully this Ju ly .. 
When asked for his secret to good health, 
he said his 300 foot yard keeps him active. 
He served as an active member of the 
YMCA Board of Directors from 1929, the 
Kiwanis Club from 1928 and the Hospital 
Directors'Board from 1934. He chaired the 
Hospital Board when the Noxon home was 
removed and alexandra Hospital was 
constructed in 1950.
Throughout a recent interview, Mr. 

Start referred to the support he always 
received, especially during the fund 
raising campaigns for the Hospital 
construction. He said money for the 

construction came largely from localy 
initiative.

“ My one daughter says I’d vote Liberal 
even if the candidate was the local village 
idiot,” he chuckled. Mr. Start was the only 
solicitor in Ingersoll during the war. He 
was also solicitor for the Township of
North Oxford and West Oxford until the 
county was shuffled. *

Mr. Start graduated from Osgoode Hall 
Law School in Toronto in 1926 and 
practiced with the firm in Toronto with 
which he had articled. In 1928 he arrived in 
Ingersoll where there was only one lawyer 
practicing full time. He joined Warwick C. 
Marshall who returned from the war. They 
are now joined by Tom R. Parker and K.E. 
Ross on King Street East.

Mr. Start recalls that his first office in 
town was on the east side of Thames Street 
and during the war he moved his 
headquarters to the old Royal Bank , 
building “which had the longest stairs in 
town’’, he said.

He recalls many of those who assisted 
him in his service to the community 
including Herb Handly, Laurie Sommers 
(who is now in Vancouver), Al B. Clark 
and Buck Billings who all helped with the 
YMCA organization and functions. He said 
each year the YMCA organized fund 
raising campaigns. In his modest manner, 
Mr. Start repeated his appreciation for the 
support from the community

C P e J f* d  )
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Hoyden G. Start, Q.C., has been chosen as Citizen of the Year by the Ingersoll branch of the 
Royal Canadian Legion, 119. Mr. Start was among seven other persons being considered for 
the honor. He was chosen for his dedicated service and unselfish interest in the community, 
especially with youth.
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Legion names veteran law
Ingersoll's citizen of the y

By ARMITA JANES 
Sentinel-Review staff writer

INGERSOLL — No one 
was more surprised than 
Royden G. Start when Royal 
Canadian Legion, Branch 
119, this month named him 
citizen of the year.

The 79-year-old lawyer 
who began practising in 
Ingersoll in 1928 looked 
around his office in the firm 
of Start, Marshall, Parker 
and Ross.

“ I’ve always felt my main 
interest was right here in this 
office,” he said. “ I got a 
great deal of satisfaction 
from trying to solve 
problems people face.”

But Start, soon after he 
came to town, became in­
volved with two in­
stitutions—the YMCA and 
Alexandra Hospital—-that 
before the era of government 
support owed their existence 
I o financial support and work 
of individuals within the 
community.

He was a board member of 

the Ingersoll Triangle Club 
that later became known as 
Ingersoll YMCA.

During the ’30s, ’40s and 
'50s. he explained, the Y 
provided the only recreation 
program for youth supported 
and funded by the people of 
Ingersoll—individuals as 
well as business and in­
dustrial leaders.

In those days there were no 
big gymnasiums in schools. 
So the Y rented the gym at 
St. James Church for its 
gymnastic program.

And with the help of the 
Kiwanis Club (of which Start 
was a member) they laun­
ched a very successful swim 
program after Maude Wilson 
Memorial Pool was built.

The Morrow Screw and 
Nut Company supported this 
program substantially.
POOL GIFT

The pool itself was a gift to 
the town by industrialist E.A. 
Wilson, owner of Ingersoll 
Machine and Tool Co.

The Y had its offices for 

years in an Oxford Street 
building donated by William 
Stone and Sons. It had for­
merly been used by the 
Company to store hides.

The Y had a ping pong 
table, kitchen facilities and 
meeting rooms in the former 
warehouse. It was here the Y 
sponsored successful teen 
dances that many residents 
recall, but no group has yet 
been able to re-instate.

And, it was all kept going 
by appeals to the community 
for funds. Start said, and the 
“excellent men” who served 
as Y secretaries.

Their enthusiasm  and 
service far exceeded any 
financial rewards, he said, 
naming men like Laurie 
Sommers and Buck Billings.

At one time Ingersoll was 
the smallest community in 
the province that could boast 
a Y. thanks to the dedication 
of the people in the com­
munity.

But as far as Ingersoll was 
concerned the Y was doomed 

when financing of recreatio
was taken over by municipa
and higher levels of govern
ment, Start said.

However, he concedes tha
the program now carried o
by the recreation depar
ment would be impossible fo
the former Y to carry out in 
town the size of Ingersoll.

Alexandra Hospital, lik
the YMCA, was als
dependent on the communit
for support, said Start, wh
served on the hospital boar
for 37 years from 1934
several years as chairman
NOXON'HOME

Before the new hospita
was built in 1950, he recalls
the hospital was carried o
for years in the Noxon hom
on the same site.

Nurses slept on the thir
storey of the Victorian hom
with its grand staircase an
high ceilings, he said
probably against all fir
regulations.

Finally, after years o
planning, working an



“And what happens to our 
doctors, if they squeeze us 
ou t..” he asks.
MANY CHANGES
. There have been so many 
changes in the practice of 
law since Start began 51 
years ago in Ingersoll that he 
admits there are times when 
he feels “rather pleased to be 
stepping out.”

The greatest change, he 
said, came about with the 
new family law reform bill 
last year, as the result of the 
now-famed Murdoch case. 
An Alberta farm wife got a 
share of the family farm 
registered in her husband’s 
name because she had 
contributed for 25 years to 
building the farm operation.

“Spouses now have an 
equal obligation to support 
each other,” he said.

This opens up an entirely 
new specialized field for 
lawyers, Start said. And 
lawyers today are going 
increasingly into specific 
areas. This means that they 

will be regularly  taking 
refresher courses, something 
he agrees with.

And under new laws they 
now will be able to advertise 
their specialties, he says.

But while Start agrees with 
lawyers advertising their 
specialties, he is against 
them advertising fees.

He says it is all wrong. If 
fees are fixed, somebody is 
going to be short-changed 
because a lawyer will spend 
less time in arriving at a 
solution.

It is a very sim ilar 
situation to that in which 
doctors now are placed, he 
said.

“ They are  obliged by 
economics to put patients 
through on a sort of 
assembly-line basis,” he 
said. “ It’s a poor way to 
practice—there’s something 
wrong with it as far as 
lawyers are concerned.”

Royden Start, who looks 10 
years younger than his 79 
years, says he has a lot of

Royden Start 
...top citizen

catching up to do on reading 
books after he retires in July. 
He also has a 300-foot lot to 
look after at his 334 Thames 
St. S. home to keep him busy.



Memories of education
From teaching 20 some odd students in a small 

school house in Parry Sound to heading the now ex­
tinct Ingersoll Public School Board, Reg Stewart has 
had an active life in education.

Soon to be 82 years of age, he has fond memories 
of his early teaching years when the children of one 
family living over three miles from the river side 
school came to school at times with a dog and sleigh. 
Moreover, the woman with whom he boarded was in­
strumental in the establishment of the school where 
he taught.

“There were still log schools in that area,” says 
Stewart of the mill town two years prior to the Dirty 
’30s, or as he calls the depression, the Hungry ’30s.

After teaching near Parry Sound, Stewart taught 
at Dereham Centre and Foldens Corners for four and 
five years respectively before continuing his career 
at a small school near Fergus.

Leaving the teaching profession in 1941, Stewart 
began working in a lumber yard, staying there until 
his retirement in 1968.

But Stewart, who attended high school in Tillson- 
burg, did not stay away from the education system 
and was a trustee and later head of the public school 
board for a 14-year term that started in the 1950s.

His reasons for becoming involved with the oper­
ations of the public school board were twofold: he had 
business experience as assistant manager at the lum­
ber yard and “ the very fact that we were supplying 
quite a number of pupils — we have five sons — that 
was one thing.”

The public school board looked after Princess 
Anne, Princess Elizabeth and Victory Memorial. The 
high school in those days had its own board because 
it drew students from a wider area.

During his term on the board, members were not 
paid and expenses were carefully watched, but soon 
after his departure the then provincial department 
of education decided board members should receive 
a monetary reward for their time.

“ I thought it was partly a duty with five pupils in 
certain stages of development,” says Stewart.

During his time, he saw additions erected at Prin­
cess Elizabeth and Victory Memorial and was head 
of the board which received provincial funding for 
the building of Princess Anne.

Princess Anne Public School was built as a four- 
room building in order to receive money from the 
province. Reginald Stewart
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Smitten
a

i IN G E R S O L L T h e  sound of the running 
waves, shifting;sands, and the wind in the 
weathered trees are music Dave Stone — the 
beachcomber of Long Point.

For nearly 20 years, Mr, Stone, 55, has been 
having an’affair with the sickle-shaped piece 
of land jutting1 into Lake Erie from the Nor- 
folk-Haldimand shore.
« Murders; lighthouses, folklore, heroic feats, 
but most of all shipwrecks, make up the 12 vol­
umes of information he has compiled about 
Jhearea.
* His engagement to Long Point is always a 
brief annual affair. Dave, his wife and two 
children live on Cedar Street in Ingersoll, 
where he works as a salesman for a fertilizer 
company. But he manages to escape to his. 
Zqjig Point cottage all summer.
; He says his affair began in the early 1050’s
when an American neighbouring cottager 
asked him why the name Abigail Becker was 
chosen for one of the town’s streets.

He didn’t know the answer. But he took the 
time to find out she was the heroine of Long 
Point. And from that day on, he’s been smit- I 
ten.

; Mr. Stone can tell you about piracy, buried 
treasures, Long Point’s role in the War of 1812, 
and if that doesn’t start your blood tingling, he 
may tell you about the ghost that roams the 
Point looking for its head.

; But give him time and he’ll turn the conver­
sation-around to his favourite to p ic ,— 
shipwrecks. He’s ,the one who can verify the 
Point’s claim as “ Graveyard of the Great 
Lakes” with,his itemized list of the nearly 200 
wrecks whose-ribs and spars are known to be 
strewmunder the sand.

And each year his list lengthens as the shift­
ing sands and wash expose more huge ancient 
ship timbers^'some with.hand-made spikes ; 
protruding. !

- The walls, of both Dave’s cottage and his 
family room at home are covered with maps ; 
showmg^.lo,cations of wrecks, pictures o f’ 

1 wrecks,(ialbng with timbers and artifacts ■
! found over the years.

The mantlepiece of his stone fireplace at 
. home Is made from the planking and ribs, in-

Beachcomber explores past
tact with bolts and nails, from the Henry Clay, 
which floundered off Long Point Oct. 25,1851.

The Henry Clay was the third accredited 
lake steamer and the first to reach Sault Ste. 
Marie (1827). She was a 200-ton wooden-hulled 
propellor steamer, built in Milan, Ohio, In 
1825. V

On her final voyage, the Henry Clay left De­
troit Oct. 24, 1851, with a cargo of wool and 
flour for. Buffalo. About midnight, she encoun­
tered gale winds off Long Point which shifted 
her cargo, damaging the engines.

The mountainous waves tore off the deck, 
carrying 10 of her crew with it. Only one mem­
ber of the 28-man crew survived.

taken part in radio programs about Long 
___  .Point. His insatiable search fqr mord Informa-; 

For days after her sinking, the outer tip of tion has taken him to marine archives,>llbrar- 
the shore was dotted with bales of wool which ies, museums, and countless old bookstand
kept mainland spinning wheels whirling. " ■ newspapers. He likes to talk to old sailors who

Mr. Stone pursues his beachcombing'bach endured the storms off the Point and lived to
summer by walking his beagle dogs on the 
beach or cruising offshore in his 22-foot cru­
iser aptly called “The Beachcomber”.

With binoculars in hand and cruising at slow 
(Speed, he scans the shoreline for hours in

: - ■ I
search of flotsam. But experience has taught 
him that doing this alone is tricky business, so 
he now takes along a crew of two, emergency 
supplies and an auxiliary motor.' 7 ' I 

Occasionally the crew drags a'grappling, 
■ hook to try to unearth objects from their lake 

grave. < ' i  > -■
He spends a lot of his time telling people 

. about his discoveries in the hope he may find 
someone who can tell him more about the. 
area’s history. i

He has spoken to the ministry of natural re­
sources, given lectures to historical societies 
and Fanshawe College’s folklore students, and

tell their tales. •■ v</
Yet, despite the many hours and days and 

years he has devoted to the Point’s history, he 
is modest about' his beachcombing. He calls 
himself an amateur. ' .

( poge I 0*
LOMDOO FRSB PRESS



5D 
%  
JO

-  -o
SB

Long Point’s beachcomber Dave Stone of Ingersoll shows 24, 1851. 
off his mantlepiece, above, which is part of the deck and 
ribs of the steamer Henry Clay, lost off Long Point Oct.



Beachcomber Dave Stone
Discovering time capsules
BY ANNA MARIE CASTELLANO

“A shipwreck is a sort of time 
capsule waiting to be found. You 
can find out how people lived 
centuries ago,” says the man they 
call the Beachcomber of Long 
Point.

David Stone, an Ingersoll resi­
dent, has spent half a lifetime 
researching and charting the 
approximate location of more than 
160 ships that have sunk off Long 
Point, the graveyard of Lake Erie 
since the 18th century.

It takes sophisticated equipment 
and a lot of searching through 
libraries and public archives, but 
according to Mr. Stone, the payoff is 
worth it.

There are more than 10,000 
wrecks in the Great Lakes but 
according to Mr. Stone, only one 
thousand have been found and 
documented.

The map he has, showing the 
wrecked fleet off Long Point, which 
was drawn by Ingersoll artist Bill 
Hawkins, has been in demand since 
its publication in 1978.

Mr. Stone became interested in 
the lake in the 1930’s when he spent 
his summers with his family at a 
cottage at Turkey Point. “ In those ’ 
days, Long Point was a no man’s 
land,” he said. “It was known as 
Snake Island and no one ever went 
there."

He joined the navy in 1941 as a 
seaman gunner and spent four 
years on Canadian corvettes which 
he says made him even more 
interested in water and ships.

Mr. Stone has become an author­
ity on the subject of shipwrecks 
since he started researching infor­
mation about wrecks in the early 
1950’S.

The reason for so many wrecks, 
he said, is in direct relation to the 
change in shipping from sail to 
steam and from wooden hulls to 
steel.

“They introduced steel hulls in 
1885 which brought a dramatic 
increase in shipwrecks. But things 
got even worse in 1890 when ship­
owners were encouraged to put old 
vessels back in service. Increased 
shipping rates encouraged this. 
They were getting paid more so 
ship owners starting bringing out 
all the little  wooden clunkers 
again.”

Mr. Stone’s interest lies in conser- /  
vation. His collection of salvaged 
objects now adorning cottage walls' 
will be donated to a m arine 
museum.

He also shares his historical 
information in slide presentations 
to area schools and service clubs, 
recently speaking to the Kiwahis 
Club of Ingersoll.

“To find a wreck off Long Point, 
you’ve already got three strikes 
againstyou,” he said. “Underwater 
visibility is practically nil most of 
the time and the weather and 
distance are also factors.”

“A lot of wrecks are right under 
busy shipping lanes and diving for 
these is like trying to dig a hole in 
the centre of Highway 401.”

Even when things aren’t so bad, 
divers face hazards. “Theinner bay 
is bad news for divers because of all 
the fishing boats.”

A red dive flag with a white 
diagonal stripe is put up to warn 
boaters to stay clear, but a lot don’t 

On top of the pleas
ting hobby brings hi
proud and pleased 
siasm for the sub
communicated to o

“These guys are always losing 
stuff, especially after opening day, 
when they get drinking. They drop 
their poles and you can often find 
tackle and gear,” he said.

Long Point's beachcomber. Dave Stone of Ingersoll, has a
of things from shipwrecks at Long Point, along with this p
steel ship’s wheel from one of his recent discoveries. (P

pay any attention to it.
At the same time, diving in 

fishing ground does have some 
rewards. Marie Castellano)



Ted Hunt takes over for retiring Gerry Staples
^AUUME K E R R _________ ____________

INGERSOLL — In a dramatic 
{3 conclusion, to - Wednesday night’s 
► ĉouncil meeting, Mayor Doug Har- 
: ^ i s  announced council’? chqice for 
uthe town’s Senior administrator./ 

.. S^ E dw ard  “Ted” Hunt,hrekent( 
development officer, will take 

fromclerk-administratdr 
f v  Staples uponhi? reti^eipent

nouncement, WilsonMcBea th piped" with .Staples over the years — 
-in a crowd of more than IQQ̂ well ’r elected town officials past and pre­
wishers in a surprise retirement sent; elected officials from neigh- 
celebration for Staples/Among the. /  . boring communities, town employ- 
groupw erepeopleM o^ .

' fpOrience.” In recent years he has 
/acted  as back-up clerk-administra- . 
/ tor and has cdmpletedhisaCademic 
/designation to be ah accredited 
/clerk. /  >!;• .
>  Hunt begins his new duties effec­
tive Jan. 1,1991. x

-  - Immediately following the an­
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A new member of ship's company carries on the legend
By DA VE STONE

Durtiirt the month o f October 
l ‘, lM there appeared an article 
in die (rood News about The 
Lake Erie Monster and of 
course you w ill ail know this 
f eatured my constant 
companion Seaweed, a black 
Standard Poodle
Little did 1 realize when I was 
writing this story it would be 
the last one written when he 
was alive In October, my I 2 
y ear old friend went to the 
Great Shipwreck in the Sky

October tu me is always sort of 
a down month. being a seasonal 
dweller ai Lune Point n is time to

ings. tn late November 1 received 
a cal! from  my daughter about a 
hoi tip. 1 couldn ’ t phone her back 
until late ikv?t night because some 
cars around the house might pick 
up our conservation. I had to wait 
until diose ears went to sleep.

This phone cal] resulted in Julia 
contacting Dr. Nancy Tarawell, 
Georgetown who operates Terra 
Glen Animal Hospital and Terra- 
dale Kennels, a breeder o f Stan­
dards. 1 was informed that she iiad 
a black Monunie poodle expecting 
shortly and at that point the search 
was over and we would eventually 
be the owners o f a male pup.

Now that the purchase was 
made the next step was how was I 
going to break this great news to 
Jean. Easy. 1 d idn 't until about 
iwo weeks before I took delivery. 
By bolding o ff  I thought ! might

i>.:  •

Mate!ot - A wreck sniffing dog in training.

close up the cottage for another 
year. Coupled w ith  the loss o f 
Seaweed it  made it extra gray.

When we moved back to Inger­
soll, my w ife  Jean made this 
shocking statement, "N o  more 
dogs". Whai an awful thing io  say 
io a kind, loving husband o f 46 
years This was utter despair.

L in k  did she know that I had 
,dready started doing some re­
search on Standard Poodle 
breeders I informed my daughter 
Juha and son Heath o f this desper­
ate situation and we decided to 
lorm  a dog committee 10 find a 
good breeder We d idn 't put Jean 
on the committee for obvious rea­
sons. From that day forward there 
were secret phone calls, mystery 
meetings and lots o f whispers.

Jean certainly has some points 
as to why we should noi gel in- 
-otved again She felt that at our 
age n would be too much o f a 
.hore io  go through training a dog 
and what if  dirough health 
problems we couldn 't handle this 
big house and had to move into a 
condo There were others too that 
made sense but it 's  very hard to 
accept these when one has had 
dogs all o f his life.

So on w ith  the committee meet-

get some signs o f her softening her 
decision.

Oue did come through on this 
occasion. One o f the posts in  the

dog pen was in  need o f repair so ( 
decided to replace i l  w ith a new 
one This jo b  was being under­
taken when J thought she was 
going to be away all afternoon. 
However 1 got a surprise, she 
came home early. I had a large 
hold dug in the pen for the new 
post when Jean arrived on the 
scene. Out came Ilie remark, 
"What are you doing in the dog 
pen." How was I going to handle 
this one? Then my cunning mind 
went to work. M y reply was, "I 
was just starting to tear down die 
dog pen and going to seed all this 
area in grass.'

W ith that she went inside and 
came back out in about !0  mi times 
and said quote, "D on 't tear it 
down, why d on 'l you leave it here 
for now, 't i l  next spring anyway." 
W ow! A good signal, so 1 went on 
restoring the pen.

About three weeks before 1 was 
to pick up the pup, my better half 
took o ff  for New Y ork w ith one o f 
her opera friends to enjoy their 
passion for this music. I figured by 
the time she arrived home so full 
o f  opera and content her guard 
would be down. So it was then 1 
made die big announcement! To 
my surprise I was told, "1 knew 
that you would eventually end up 
w ith  another dog, however I ex­
pected it in  A pril not January."

A t this point 1 could have 
blamed my committee for making 
such a terrible blunder and got o ff  
the hook. However a dad can't 
blame his kids for everything, so I 
had to confess it  was a ll my doing.

'M a te lo t ' (French fo r sailor, 
pronounced Mado) moved in at 
eight weeks o ld  and not only took 
over our home but our hearts.

The legend o f  "Seaweed," a 
black Standard once again w il l be 
seen at Long Point. Out in  the boat 
w ith  the divers, wreak sn iffing , 
walking the beaches, fishing,

greeting alt those in Pon Rowan, 
being in attendance at all limes 
w ith The Beachcomber and can a l­
ways be seen several times a week 
at his favourite place The Backus 
H istorical V illage. Carrying on 
this legend is none other titan 
'M a te lo t '.

Warn to know how my home 
life ended up? Well I finally gm 
my wife Jean to agree widi me that 
I'm not too bad after al! and that 
she wanted the dog more than I 
did! Can you believe i f

Capyng/it D. IV. Slone 1994



UN0ERWATER ARCHAEOLOGY
Sunken ships time capsules from another era

' INGERSOLL — Shipwrecks 
are time capsules. Several 
such time capsules lie waiting 
for. an Ingersoll man ami his 
(living team to crack them 
open.

Dave Stone, of Cedar Drive here, 
would like to discover the one w ith a 

: load of Model T Eords, or perhaps 
locate the Idaho, a ship which wich 
holds antique toys and guns in its cargo 

' bay, or the best prize — the Atlantic, a 
ship which was carrying $35,000 in gold 

• when it sank in 1852.
■ A ll these ships lie under Ihe murky 
•waters near Long Point where Stone 
has spent more than 30 years resear­
ching and searching for shipwrecks.
• Stone isn’t really a treasurer hunter, 
more a combination beachcomber­
diver-shipwreck historian.

As a result of much urging from 
divers, ship enthusiasts, and friends. 
Stone is w riting  a book about ship­
wrecks at Long Point.

LAST POUT
He expects to complete Last Port ot 

Call in the summer of 1087. A publisher 
is already committed to the project, but 
Stone has avoided setting himself a 
specific deadline because it would 
create too much pressure.

Undiscovered ships like the Atlantic 
give the 63-ycar-old incentive to keep 
diving near Long Point even though 
those walers can be so treacherous and 

' unrewarding that many experienced 
divers avoid them.

The A tla n tic  co llided w ith  the 
Ogdensburg in 1952. The captain of the 
Atlantic  didn't realize how serious the 
damage was and tried to make it to a 
sandbar.

The ship had limped only a quarter-' 
m ile from the collision when it sank. 

, .About 250 people were lost in this, the 
. fourth most serious marine disaster on 

the Great Lakes.

HAS COMPANY
The A tlantic  has close company al 

the bottom of Lake Erie.
Salvagers arrived w ith one of Ihe first 

one-man submarines in 18G5 and at- 
. templed to go down to sec the wreck.

The subm arine had only been 
lowered 10 feet when it started to lake 
on water. It was raised, then sent down 
unmanned. It was lowered 20 feet and 
Ihe cable broke, plummeting the sub­
marine down to the lake bed next to the 
Atlantic.

Slone knows approximately where 
the Atlantic  lies but i t ’s in the middle of 

' the Great Lakes shipping zone. “ Diving 
for it would be like trying to dig a hole in 
the 401,”  he says.

Most shipwrecks near Long Point are 
far from glamorous. Stone says.

Schooners were the work horses of 
the Great L ikes, travelling short hops 
and carrying grain, lumber and coal. 
“ They carried no great treasures.”  

; Shipwrecks were a bonanza to 
pioneers who harvested wool or lumber 

’ that floated ashore from the broken 
work horses.

Several barns near Port Rowan were 
/  bu ill from  limbers of such ships. Stone 

says.

He researched and charted 163 ships 
claimed by the icy waters of Long 
Point. That’s two less than the number 
of times he's been asked to speak to 
community groups about his adven­
tures on the Great Likes.

He tells the groups, Ixmg Point, a 
finger sticking out halfway into Lake 
E ric, is a natural hazzard. It 's  sur­
rounded by shifting sandbars.

Not even a lighthouse existed on the 
shore until 1833 — the same year a 
schooner, the Edmond Fitzgerald, sank 
near the Long Point losing its entire 
crew

Following its demise, an American 
freighter, also the Edmond Fitzgerald, 
sunk on Lake Superior losing its entire 
crew and eventually becoming the sub­
ject of Gordon Lightfoot’s folk song.

160 WENT DOWN
Although more than 160 ships sank 

near the point, many have been bashed 
by waves into oblivion. Portions of 
others washed ashore and were salvag­
ed by pioneers. Very few lie in plain 
view to divers.

Story 
and photos

by PHYLLIS COULTER

Actually nothing is in plain view here. 
V is ib ility  is very poor — often as little  
as two feet. The lack of v is ib ility  can be 
dangerous when you can’t even see 
your own feet.

Slone recalls "d iv ing on a wreck" in 
water only 25 feet deep. The black muck 
on the bottom — so thick you could put 
your arm in it and not touch bottom — 
made v is ib ility  litt le  more than one 
foot.

Stone's diving buddy touched bottom. 
“ It was m idnight.”  Blackness circled 
around Stone, but he couldn't move. His 
left foot was caught.

Slone couldn't see his foot to free 
himself.

He couldn't see his partner to ask for 
help.

At least he knew he had one hour of 
a ir left. This gave him time to figure his 
way out of the predicament.

When the view  cleared. Stone 
discovered his leg was tangled in a 
fishing net and his flipper buckle was 
caught.

Such nets arc common here. Trollcrs 
sometimes cut nets when they are 
caught and Ihe nets fall around a ship­
wreck making it hazzardous to dive 
around.

"1 got caught on a net once and that 
was enough."

Stone made two changes after this ex­
perience. He avoids diving where nets 
pose a hazzard and he's connected with 
his diving partner by a line or lanyard

Slone, a spunky man of 63 says he 
doesn't lake chances. He never dives 
w ith a novice, and doesn't go as deep 
now as when he was younger.

PLAY IT SAFE
"1 play it pretty safe," he said, ex­

plaining that he always has a safety 
margin of oxygen left when he climbs 
back into the boat.

His achievements include years of 
safe diving, gathering volumes of 
fascinating information about ship­
wrecks, researching and designing an 
impressive chart of the 163 shipwrecks 
on Long Point, and committing himself 
to w riting  a book on the subject. But, 
according to Stone the best results of 
his hobby have nothing to do w ith any of 
the above.

“ The biggest pluses" from his hobby 
is the interest he created in the sport or 
career for two young people.

Stone's son Heath is a marine 
biologist who dives regularly in the 
Atlantic.

Likewise, a young g irl who Slone 
taught the rules of boating, and later 
dived w ith, also became enthused about 
the sea. Today, Carolyn Stinsta is the 
third o fficer on the Canadian Coast 
Guard's largest ice breaker.

The father and son made one of their 
proudest discoveries together. “ I was 
getting very strange readings from my 
depth sounder," Stone ecalls.

Heath and his partner went down to 
check things out and discovered the 
Pascal P. P ratt, a 285-foot wooden 
steamer which hit bottom in 1908.

Stone joined them. Among their fin ­
dings on the P ratt was a " lu c k y " 
horseshoe.

This was as a special discovery for 
Stone because he made it w ith his son, 
and it's the largest intact vessel com­
plete w ith  engines the diving team has 
discovered.

Finding a shipwreck is no random 
accident.

"You have to be at it day after day. 
You have to work at it. And when you 
find a shipwreck — i t ’s like a hole-in- 
one in go lf."

Like in golf, you can lie close but s till 
so far away. Stone says.

Stone and his four-man diving team 
always plan their dives before going out 
and often scan an area about the size of 
two c ity  blocks.

"About half the planned dives are 
cancelled because of weather."

NOT FOR PLEASURE
Slone wouldn't suggest Long Point for 

pleasure diving because the water is 
often cold, v is ib ility  poor, and you must 
go 25 m iles out before you can get 
started.

He travels to Hawaii and other 
tropical places for his pleasure dives.

Part of the fun there is you don’t even 
have to wear a full wet suit it 's  so 
warm. This is the perfect alternative 
for Stone when the walers are loo cold 
to dive here.

Some people ice-dive in this area, but 
it's  not Stone's slyle.

Two divers died in quarries in this are 
last year while ice-diving, he recalls. 
They couldn't find the hole in the ice to 

get back out. It's  a risk Stone isn't w il l­
ing to take.

For Stone, diving itself is just part of 
the whole experience. He learned to 
love the waler as a boy w ith his fam ily 
and later followed his interest in the 
navy during the Second World War. He 
gained a well-rounded look at the 
subject.

He also studies shipbuilding, under­
water archeology, photography, and 
visits many archives and libraries to 
quench his thirst for knowledge about 
the shipwrecks in the Long Point area. 
He’s received much of his research 
material from the United Slates — the 
point of origin for many ships now 
grounded at the Point.

He’s also is interested in the sailors 
themselves. He says few survived the 
disasters near Long Point.

I
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UNDERWATER ARCHEOLOGY has a number of enthusiasts.
Friends, fellow divers, and ship enthusiasts have been asking 
Dave Stone for years to write a book. He is.



items while diving near Long roini.



Book in the works

Stone helps with video on shipw
By IAN JOHNSTON

A video documenting shipwrecks between Port Burwell and Long 
Point is being produced with the help of Ingersoll diving enthusiast and 
shipwreck expert Dave Stone.

The video, produced by Mikoe Visual Productions of Brantford, will go 
underwater in Lake Erie to film four rarely explored ships. With the 
assistance of the Ministry of Citizenship and Culture and the Ontario 
Underwater Council for diving safety and promotion, the video hopes to 
entice divers to what Dave Stone calls, “an untouched, unexplored 
wonderland.”

“Little has been done on Lake 
Erie," said Stone. “Areas like 
T oberm ory  h ave been 
overexplored.”

Stone said the project has already 
begun, with filming complete on the 
first wreck: the wooden propeller 
steamer Majestic, a 291 foot wooden 
ship built in 1889 now resting in 55 
feet of water. Stone said that a cou­
ple of the wrecks to be filmed had

Photographer Mike Szab and Mike 
Johnston of Mikoe Visual Production

never been seen by the diving com­
munity.

Filming of the video, which is titl­
ed Exploration Erie, is scheduled to 
be completed by September but 
Stone said this will all depend on the 
weather.

Though Stone and Stratfordville 
diver and salvager Mike Verbrugge 
did not initiate the project, their 
assistance has become intigral to its 
completion. Stone’s 40 years of 
research in the field has provided 
the film with the needed background 
and information on wreck sites.

Stone is narrator for the video.
As well, Verbrugge is acting as 

both captain and divemaster for the 
project on board his diveboat 
Checkmate.

Because diving time is limited to 
25 minutes at a stretch. Stone and 
Verbrugge have assisted in the film­
ing through exploratory dives. Stone 
said the two men go down to the 
wreck first, picking out interesting 
points such as propeller or engine. 
When their dive is completed, the 
film crew moves in.

“We only select stuff that will real­
ly show up on film,"he said.

Although the project has been 
fraught with audio and weather pro­
blems, Stone was optimistic that the 
video would be completed in time for 
its scheduled premier next April at a 
diver’s convention in Toronto. The 
video will eventually be available to 
the general public.

This project marks only the latest 
step in Stone’s lifetime interest in 
the wrecks which surround the Long 
Point peninsula. Stone’s interest in 
sunken ships began over 40 years 
ago when he discovered a piece of a 
wreck lying on the beach. Since 
then. Stone’s relentless diving has 
documented over 163 wrecks in the 
area.

A popular map was produced from 
Stone’s exhaustive research into the

Dave Stone demonstrates a camera used in the filming of Exploration
shipwrecks off Long Point.

“ghostships” of the Long Point area.
Stone is now working on a book 

highlighting major wrecks. He said 
the book will document a boat’s life

from “the laying of the keel to its 
final disposition.” He said the book, 
titled “Last Port of Call” should be 
completed in the fall.

Erie, a video promoting the un

Stone said Long Point 
hazard to ships in the past 
of its unique geography. Str
halfway across Lake Erie, it



Dave Stone goes where storm
Story and photo
by PAULINE KERR
of The Sentinel-Rovio*

INGERSOLL — It’s a dangerous 
place, where storms can come up 
with little warning, where maximum 
visibility is 25 feet — often only five, 
where wrecks festooned with snagg­
ed fishing nets can disappear from 
one season to the next.

And yet the murky shallows off 
Long Point hold an endless fascina­
tion for Dave Stone, who has done 
much to uncover the secrets hidden 
beneath the silty waves.

“My first recollection of Long 
Point — in 1933 — was a sort of never- 
never land of shipwrecks, ghosts and 
snakes," said Stone. “Nobody ever 
went out there. I eventually did when 
I was 14.1 took my father’s boat, and 
I felt just like Christopher Colum­
bus; my imagination ran wild.”

Following the Second World War, 
during which Stone served in the 
navy and participated in the war’s 
longest sub chase — the Chilliwack 
spent 44 hours tracking U774 — the 
Ingersoll resident was again drawn 
to Long Point.

Nothing on wrecks
“ I found a wreck, the hull of a 

schooner, on the beach and it was 
mind-boggling. I was turned on by 
this place but there was no informa­
tion, nothing about the wrecks.”

Long Point became his hobby. 
(Now that he is approaching the of- 
ficial age of retirement, “ It’s looking 

full-time.” ) His search for informa­
tion took him to local residents who 
were either new to the area or reluc­
tant to talk, and to the provincial and 
federal archives where there was lit­
tle on record. “Then I found a lot of 
the wrecks were American. I tapped 
sources there (in the United States) 
and people who knew of my interest 
gave leads.”

His search also took him beneath 
the water. “Even as a child I used to 
imagine I was diving in the ocean. 
Somebody showed up with a (scuba) 
tank and it looked like fun. Snorkling, 
you couldn’t stay long enough or go 
deep enough."

He studied diving, underwater a r­
cheology and early ship' construc­
tion, realizing there was sometimes 
only a bit of the ship left and you had 
to know building to know what it was. 
Schooners weren't built according to 
a pattern. Every shipbuilder in the 
little shipyards in Port Ryersie, Port 
Dover and the towns along the shore 
had his own methods, his own 
trademarks.

Great Lakes shores
Much of the early population and 

industry in both Canada and the 
United States centred along the 
shores of the Great Lakes, Stone 
pointed out. And many of the sailing 
ships and steamers that were so im­
portant to the growth of our nation 
ended up victims of the treacherous 
conditions off Long Point. "It’s real­
ly exposed. The water is so shallow, 
and storms come up so fast,” he said. 

pointing out that’s what makes the 
wrecks difficult to explore.

He estimates half his dives have 
had to be scrubbed because of 
weather. Even when conditions are 
good, diving at Long Point isn’t the 
most pleasant experience.

Full wet suit
“It's not the Caribbean. You need a 

full wet suit, and the water isn’t 
clear.”

With visibility usually limited to a 
few feet, the only contact the diver 
has with his buddy is by rope. A mere 
brush against the bottom can cloud 
the water so badly a wreck must be 
discovered by touch.

And there is the constant danger of 
becoming entangled in fishing net. “I 
know of one beautiful schooner. I 
wouldn't go near it, it’s so hung up 
with nets. Somebody will some day, 
and they're just asking for trouble.”

One time Stone was diving at about 
25 ft. His fins stirred up the muck on 
the bottom “and it was just mid­
night. Then I couldn’t move my leg. I 
had lots of air so I waited 15 min. for 
the water to clear, saw the net and 
cut it off, then went looking for my 
buddy. I was going to come up when I 
felt this thing, steel, and I followed it 
up. It turned out to be a huge boiler 
and there was my buddy, sitting on 
top."

Intact, with anchors
There are wrecks at Long Point 

that have never been seen. They are 
intact, complete with anchors. 
“Everything is there. When you see a 
that, you see a time capsule.”

Stone has mixed feelings about 
raising such wrecks. An avid conser­
vationist, he is against their wanton 
destruction. “There’s a $10,000 fine 
for stripping a wreck. These 
resources aren’t renewable.” But 
some of them, those few of historical 
im portance, may belong in a 
museum, “not sitting at 80 ft. where 
only a few see them.”

Stone has traced the location of 163 
wrecks on his chart, “The Ghost 
Fleet of Long Point” , and has finally 
written a book.

For the past 10 years friends have 
been urging Slone to do something 
with the files of data collected over 
the years. “I put it off,” he said. 
“I’ve always been a doer.”

An offer by Boston Mills Press in 
Erin (Guelph) to publish a book if he 
wrote one. and encouragement from 
television's Bill Bramah (Bramah’s 
Ontario, Global TV) resulted in the 
200 page book containing 163 
photographs.

The official launching of Long 
Point — Last Port of Call is schedul­
ed to arrive at book stores June 10.

DAVE STONE’S lif
fascination with the wre
Long Point has resulted
book Long Point — Last
Call, scheduled for 
June 10. Stone, picture
w ith  d iv ing  com p
Seaweed, will spend th
mer, as always, explor
remains of the sailing
and steamers lost 
treacherous waters of
Erie.



Lake Erie is his second home

Undersea diver publishes b
By CHRIS POWELL

Just off Long Point, in the murk 
and gloom at the bottom of Lake 
Erie, lie the shattered remains of an
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untold number of boats and ships 
that have found a final resting place 
here in this timeless environment.

They are gone, but not forgotten, 
thanks to the efforts of one Ingersoll 
man who has been researching these 
majestic sailing craft for 35 years.

That man is Dave Stone, and he is 
infatuated with these underwater 
monuments, which he calls “time 
capsules of 100 years ago.” Many 
hours have gone into the pursuit of a 
hobby that has “kind of grew out of 
hand,” he says.

Because he has “gotton so much 
pleasure,” out of the history sur­
rounding Long Point, Stone decided 
to write a book on the subject. 
Another factor which guided him to 
this decision was the fact that he had 
“a lot of pressure on me from many, 
many people to put a book 
together.”

The book, which is titled Long 
Point: Last Port of Call, is scheduled 
to be released on June 10. It will be 
published by Boston Mills Press, and 
released across the United States 
and Canada.

In the book, Stone gives an ac­
count of some of his “personal ex­
periences” while diving to these 
wrecks, as well as a detailed study of 
some of the wrecks sunk at Long 
Point. A chapter is also included on 
the planes that have crashed near 
the point.

It is mainly the boats that he 
focuses on however, and Stone says 
that each wreck holds a special 
place in his heart. “When I see a 
wreck at the bottom of the lake, I 
don't just see a pile of boards.” he 
says.

Stone says that writing the book 
was not an easy experience. “When I

Dave Stone poses with some of the things he has has a book coming out
collected from various ship wrecks off Long Point. Stone Last Port of Call.

got halfway through. I wondered 
what I had gotten into.” he 
remembers. “I’m a doer not a 
writer.” The book, which took 21 
months “and 35 years of research” 
to write, is what Stone calls “strictly 
a labor of love.”

Because of the abundance of 
material Stone had on the wrecks, he 
had to do a lot of sorting prior to 

even beginning the book. “ I spent 
more time looking than I did 
writing,” he says. During the time 
Stone spent diving on wrecks, he ac­
cumulated more than 14 volumes of 
material and photos that needed to 
be sorted through.

Stone does say however, that he is 
“delighted” with the finished pro­
duct.
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Ingersoll author Dave Stone explores the Great 
on ajourneyrun on money, equipment, patienc
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There's something about a old, 
abandoned ship that draws Ingersoll 
author Dave Stone to the watery 
graves that line the floors of the 
Great Lakes.

Whether it is the thought of a pro­
ud captain watching over his crew or 
the mystery surrounding the ship 
disasters that compels him. Stone 
has spent 35 years of his life in­
vestigating shipwrecks. He has 
documented his findings in his book. 
Long Point: Last Port of Call.

There have been 646 commercial 
ships lost in the Great Lakes bet­
ween 1795 and 1984. Many of the 
large schooners and steamers re­
main on the floors of the Great 
Lakes: a great number of them hid­
den in the black, deep waters.

“You can miss a wreck by two in­
ches.” Stone said. “That’s the thing 
about finding them.”

Stone showed slides of his own 
shipwreck research to a crowd of 
about 50 gathered to honor him at 
the VMS auditorium last week. His 
presentation was accompanied by 
tales of ship disasters, murder and 
the struggle to survive on the Great 
Lakes.

Long Point, which borders on 
Lake Erie, is a small village 
populated with turtles, muskrat, a 
variety of snakes and a herd of 
undernourished and overpopulated 
deer. The village’s lighthouse has 
long been used to guide distressed 
ships to the shore.

“ Most of the wrecks at Long Point 

were in the fall and winter.” Stone 
told the crowd. “ Many times the 
people in the lighthouse would hear a 
boat in distress and cries for help, 
and they’d come down to find the 
men frozen to death, lying along the 
shore.”

Today the high waters of Lake 
Erie threaten to wash away all of the 
village’s buildings, including the 
lighthouse.

“The land mass there is very 
fragile,” Stone said. “The lighthouse 
has lost most of its building.”

Stone himself made a grim 
discovery while at Long Point. He 
recalled finding an ancient Indian 
grave on the shoreline after his dog 
had uncovered a number of bones.

“There were five skeletons lying 

right out along the shoreline,” Stone 
recalled. The remains were later 
identified as that of an Indian tribe 
that inhabited the village in 1100 a.d.

Stone's slides included that of 
sunken ships resting on the floors of 
the Great Lakes; the huge vessels 
red u ced  to p rec ious 
reminders of the past. Some of the 
ships are as large as a 275-foot 
steamer that sits beneath 185 feet of 
water.

Other ships lost include Glad 
Tidings (1884) and The Empire 
(1854). Stone said many of the ship­
wrecks occurred because the vessels 
were unable to survive the fierce 
waters that erupt in a rainstorm.

“ We have lost so many ships in 
this water.” Stone told the crowd.

“ (When) the winds 
are blowing, you h
shore.” He added th
shore and to the ligh
seamen’s only chanc

Stone's research ha
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Dave Stone____________
REVIEW

Point shipwrecks a delightful tale
If  you want to hear good 

stories about Long Point, you 
have to be present where they 
are told, and this is generally 
around the load box of an old 
pickup truck. If you are content 
to merely read them, you 
should buy a book like Long 
Point, Last Port of Call by Dave 
Stone.

Stone is sometimes called the 
beachcomber of Long Point. As 
he explains in the first part of 
his book, he has been fascinated 
with Long Point since he was a 
boy. Some of this fascination no 
doubt arose from the Point’s 
reputation as a “ forbidden 
land” , but it is clear that Long 
Point shipwrecks and their re­
mains have been Dave Stone’s 
most important source of in­
spiration.

Some years ago Stone 
published a shipwreck chart en­
titled “ The Ghost Fleet of Long 
Point, Graveyard of the Great 
Lakes.”  An updated version of 
this chart graces the inside 
cover of the book. Indeed, it

By 
FELIX 

DOUMA

serves as a kind of preview to 
the dozens of stories about ship­
wrecks contained in the book. 
Dave Stone recounts the c ir­
cumstances of each shipwreck 
with relish, especially when he 
has had a part in locating or ex­
cavating the remains.

The reader w ill be delighted 
with the many photographs and 
other illustrations in this book. 
Most of them are of ships either 
before or after they were 
wrecked off Long Point. There 
is a sprinkling of other sub­
jects: people, dogs, maps, 
signs, shanties, airplanes, 
lighthouses and tombstones.

Dave Stone does not offer any 
encouragement to treasure­
hunters around the Point unless 
they happen to be underwater 
photographers keen to take a 
good picture. He deplores 
wreck stripping and points out 
that anyone who does it may be 
heavily fined.

All through the book, Stone 
dem onstrates a profound 
respect for the wiles of Lake 
Erie. Time and time again he 
tells how disaster has followed 
an apparently innocuous flaw of 
judgment. But his touches of 
irony and his occasional 
ph ilosophica l observations 
never become obtrusive *- in a 
good story, they never are.

Long Point, Last Port of Call 
was published in 1988 by the 
Boston M ills Press in Erin, On­
tario. The book sells for $24.95 a 
copy. You can still get one at the 
Flying Goose Gift Shop or the 
Sunrise Cafe in Port Rowan.



DAVE STONE’S IN-DEPTH STUDIES

How can anybody sink so deep, 
By GREG ROTHWELL
of The Sentinel-Review
Dave Stone has never lost his 

fascination with the the cold, chill 
waters of Lake Erie, off of Long 
Point, a naval graveyard that is 
still giving up its secrets.

“ I’ve had a romance with this 
place for over 40 years,’’ the In­
gersoll native told the Oxford 
Historical Society annual meeting 
Wednesday.

There are 163 wrecks scattered 
all along the point, and Stone has 
calculated that 686 lives were lost 
on and near the 25-mile stretch of 
land that juts out into the Great 
Lake.

About 45 per cent of the marine 
casualties didn’t die in the water 
either, he noted. Instead, they 
made it to the beaches, but that 
was in November and December, 
and the bitter cold, combined with 
their exhaustion, took its toil.

“They died of exposure” and 
are buried in the sand dunes, said 
Stone, who dives with five others 
off Long Point each May to 
October.

“I'm the only diver I know who 
gets the old age pension,” Stone 
quipped.

His experiences at the Point 
culminated in a book. Long Point 
— Last Point of Call, published by 
Boston Mills Press. Encouraged 
by the 4.000 sales since its release 
last June. Stone is busy working 
on a followup work, which he ex­
pects will occupy him for the next 
two years.

Diving off the Point is a tricky 
business, and Stone advises 
pleasure divers to look elsewhere 
for their sport.

With five-foot visibility, com­
mercial fishermen’s nets and a 
major shipping lane to contend 
with, “it’s a real scary situation.” 
he told the meeting.

The cargo ships on the Buffalo 
run “don’t go around you,” Stone 

said, “you get out of the way.”
“The only reason I dive out 

there is because I’m interested in 
wrecks.”

And there are a lot of wrecks to 
get interested in.

The tragic stories are legion.
In 1852 the paddle-wheeler 

Atlantic was carrying more than 
400 Norwegian immigrants when 
a second ship, the Ogdensburg 
crossed its path and struck the 
vessel.

The Atlantic’s captain was 
unaware of the severity of the 
damage and shunned offers from 
the Ogdensburg to take some of 
the passengers aboard. The cap­
tain attempted to manoeuvre 
towards Long Point, but the ship 
broke up, and as the startled im­
migrants panicked and began 
throwing their valuables over the 
side, the boat “sank like a ton of 
bricks” to the bottom of a 185-foot 
hole in the lake off of the Point.

LIGHTHEARTED TALES AS WELL_______
There are lighthearted tales as 

well. In 1922 The City of Dresden. 
one of the most unseaworthy 
vessels imaginable, was rushed 
into service as a rumrunner.

More than 60,000 bottles of 
choice Canadian rye end up in the 
water as the boat broke up. When 
the booze washed ashore there 
was a rush to the Point, and the 
whisky was spirited away by the 
l o c a l s  a n d  h i d d e n  in  
eavestroughs, pig pens and even 
between the walls of their homes.

QUICKWITTED SCAVENGER__________
One quickwitted scavenger had 

the presence of mind to cut the 
telephone lines to the Simcoe 
police detachment, and the 
authorities didn’t know about the 
great whisky wreck until three 
days later. When it came time to 
question the residents, their 
memories were more than a little 

hazy, a result ot tneir good for­
tune, “and no charges were ever 
laid.”

And there are mysteries. The 
Griffin, the fur-bearing ship of 
17th century French explorer 
Robert La Salle, was com­
mandeered by five larcenous 
crew members. A find near 
Tobermory in the 1970s renewed 
speculation about the ship’s fate, 
but investigators now believe that 
it was not La Salle’s vessel. This 
has bolstered the theories of those 
who believe the ship was lost near

DAVE STONE was guest speake
Society annual meeting. As a prea
ghost ships and shipwrecks at Lon
dent claimed to be perhaps the o
receiving an old-age pension.
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DAVE STONE

Ingersoll author writing second book about the point
Stun n d  oho to
By PAULIKE KERR
ni Ingtrwll This Week

A beachcomber’s dream...a sail­
or’s nightmare...there are a lot of 
stories about Long Point.

Long Point means so much to 
many of us living in southwesten 
Ontarion. Many hazy summer 
days are spent gathering items 
from driftwood to beer bottles in 
the golden sands...wild parties at 
Potahawk Point...the end of an era 
with the automation of the stately 
lighthouse far out in Lake Erie on 
this great sand spit.

“ There are so many things: the 
wrecks themselves, things I have 
experienced in the past 40 years, 
stories of the vessels, and the crazy

DAVE STONE, historian, cartographer and underwater archeologist, is 
hard at work on his latest book, a collection of anecdotes about Long
Point. 

things,”  says Ingersoll resident 
Dave Stone, author of the highly 
successful book Long Point — Last 
Port o f Call and the map Ghost 
Fleet of Long Point,

A good section of the population 
will never experience the point to 
its fullest — visit the now com­
puter-controlled lighthouse; see 
the unique species of plant and ani­
mal life which thrive in the varying 
terrain of this North American 
wonder.

Where other divers are attracted 
to the warm, crystal waters of the 
Caribbean, Stone — historian, car­
tographer and underwater arche­
ologist, the “ Beachcomber of Long 
Point”  — has made the point his 
vocation and avocation.

KNOWS WRECKS
Accompanied by his shaggy, 

four-legged firs t mate, Seaweed, 
Stone is a common sight on the 
sandy shore where the ever-chang­
ing winds, fogs and sudden storms 
have caused more wrecks than any 
other place in the world.

And Stone, who is working on his 
second book, knows the wrecks 
well.

Since he first became attracted 
to the mysterious, misty shores he 
has explored and studied them in 
addition to compiling files on how 
the wrecked ships were con­
structed, what kinds of cargo they 
carried and who sailed them and 
how many died.

Some of his stories harken to the 
twists of fate which doomed some 
to a chill, watery grave and saw 
others safely to shore.

In 1852 the ship Atlantic sank, 
taking the lives of 350 of the 500 
people aboard, mostly Norwegian 
immigrants from Buffalo. Stone 
discovered there were 60 passen­
gers not allowed aboard because 
they could not afford the passage.

“ Many of them would have been 
killed,”  Stone says, shaking his 
head at the quirk of fate which kept 
them off the ship during her final 
voyage.

BOILER EXPLOSION
In 1849 the ship Ohio was victim 

of a boiler explosion which sent the 
captain’s cabin, intact, to the wa­
ter. The captain’s son was inside 
and a sailor swam under the cabin 
to rescue the boy.

And then there is the 1846 story of 
the Rialto when one of the noto­
rious gusts of wind flipped the two- 
masted schooner upside down. The 
crew, except for the firs t mate, 
survived. However, the captain’s 
wife, seven months pregnant, was 
trapped in her cabin and was 
feared dead until five hours later 
when another freak gust righted 
the ship and the woman walked 
down the companionway un­
harmed.

In 1916 the James Colgate with 
her crew of 21 went down in a 
storm. The captain was the sole 
survivor, thrown off the bridge by 
a wave. He landed on a raft of de­
bris and floated all night.

Another twist of fate in 1851 saw 
everyone aboard the Henry Clay 
lost, save one crewman. The survi­
vor was trapped between the deck 
planking and could not free himself 
but by some miracle a huge wave 
washed him overboard and onto 
the beach, alive.

The hull was completely buried 
in the sand until high water uncov­
ered what was left 15 years ago. 
Stone has a plank from the ill-fated 
ship as his fireplace mantle.

NEW TALES
More than weather-beaten hulls 

are beneath the waves of Long 
Point.

In one of his modern-day stories, 
Stone describes the aftermath of 
an annual “ wild weekend”  off 
Long Point.

Once a year boaters gather for a 
day — and night — of frolicking. 
However, for Stone and a couple of 
other divers, the fun begins early 
the next morning.

They sweep the water al a depth 
of five or six feet and find every­
thing from false teeth to anchors 
with rope still attached.

"Last year we found 26 pairs of 
sunglasses,”  he recalls. “ We also 
found binoculars and enough emp­
ties to keep us in gas for a few 
trips, plus some full bottles.

“ When we get to the place where 
the barge anchored, it ’s a regular 
department store down there 
—rings, watches, cosmetic cases, 
glasses... Once we found the top to 
a ladies' bathing suit. And we 
found a man’s bathing suit — it 
was huge.”

Moreover, Stone was surprised 
when he called to tell someone his 
wallet had been found — the man 
didn’t realize he had lost it.

Stone summed up his finds by 
chuckling, " I t ’s fun. We really en­
joy doing that.”

GRIMMER SIDE
Nonetheless, no one is more 

aware than Stone of the grimmer 
side of the point. He tells of one trip 
when his boat was in danger of 
joining the wrecks.

“ I volunteered to give a hand to 
the Ministry of Natural Re­
sources,”  says Stone. “ We were 
towing a steel boat with four drums 
of fuel and under normal condi­

tions we would have had n
lems.”  Conditions were 
when they left but on Long
that guarantees nothing.

“ We ran into bad weath
the steel boat started filling
had was this little  shovel to b

They managed to get the
unloaded but on the retu
Stone decided to cut loose th
boat, fearing it would sink a
his boat with it. The next 
found the steel boat washe
the beach, undamaged.

Perhaps the most tragic
Stone tells is the sad tale
Long Point swans.

A mute swan made its ho
off the causeway one summ
came to be known by just ab
eryone. People called the c
“ Snowy”  and were saddene
a hunter, thinking it was a
shot it.

Charged, the hunter ag
replace the swan with a pa
elegant birds which settled
but met the same fate as th
decessor.

“ For a long time there w
swans on Long Point but a
of enterprising fellows — in
Bruce Wilson of Wo
—bought a pair and sold
cards for $1 listing the pe
part owner.”
Caitliwd on page 11________________

TURKE
BINGO

Friday,
December 7

8 :0 0  p.m.
HENDERSON HA

INGERSOLL
Sponsored By

Knights of Columbus Inge
40 Turkey Bingos

Plus Share The Weat
Children Welcome 
Canteen Available

Raffle Draw To Follo



Long Point
Continued from page 10

“ For a long time there 
were no swans on Long Point 
but a couple of enterprising 
fellows — including Bruce 
W ils o n  o f W o o d s to c k  
—bought a pair and sold little 
cards for $1 listing the person 
as part owner.’ ’

These swans had their 
wings clipped and had to be i 
caught each fall to spend the 
winters in Pinnafore Park 
near St. Thomas. Catching • 
them is not easy in the chest­
deep water of the marsh

PRESENTATIONS
Although Stone is busy col­

lecting and compiling data 
for his next book, he contin­
ues to share his fascination 
with Long Point as a popular 
speaker, says the veteran of 
226 slide presentations.

In addition, he has been 
asked to return to Gannon 
University in Erie, Pa., to 
speak about The Legend and 
Lore of Long Point.

And he is pleased to see the 
historic Long Point light­
house preserved on T-shirts 
and sweatshirts by artist Liz 
McDonald. Working from 
Stone’s photographs, McDon­
ald has produced an attrac­
tive. accurate representation 
of the lovely landmark at the 
end of the point.
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Town industrialist 
was of a breed

By ARMITA JANES 
Sentinel-Review Staff Writer 
Heath Stone, former president 

of W illiam Stone and Sons Ltd., 
died Wednesday in Ingersoll at 
81. He is probably the last of a 
breed of industrialists that is no 
more.

For 30 years -  from 1926 when 
his father, who was a founder of 
Rolph, C la rk  and Stone 
Lithographers in Toronto, sent 
him to Ingersoll to revive a 
flagging plant which had been 
started by his grandfather in the 
mid 1800’s -- Heath Stone was 
involved in every aspect of 
community life here.

“ Dad couldn’t even spell the 
word fertilizer when my grand­
father bought out his other two 
partners in the Ingersoll firm , 
and sent him here to run it , ”  
said his son Dave who was only 
two at the time, but grew up to 
become the fourth generation 
Stone to work in the company.

When Heath Stone stepped in, 
his son said proudly, the com­
pany was in the hands of the 
Imperial bank; but he developed 
it  into a re a lly  successful 
business.

I t  thrived under his direction 
until 1956, when Mr. Stone’s 
health failed and it was sold to 
Canadian Industries Limited.

Things are so different today, 
said Dave Stone, recalling that 
in those days when you made a 
deal it was final with a hand 
shake,and you knew it was on 
the line.
DIFFERENT TODAY

There are many other d if­
ferences in business today and 
then, he said.

Although his father was one of 
the leading industrialists of his 
time, and involved in business 
right up to his neck; he was also 
involved in anything that was 
for the good of Ingersoll.

“ He still had time for all these 
other things,”  bis son said. 
“ Today it is so different. People 
say they are too busy. He was 
never too busy.”
, In addition to community 

involvement he found time for 
personal contact with everyone 
of his 250 employees all of whom 

he called by name, from the 
vice-president down to the little  
guy.

There were no unions in those 
days, and no need of them in the 
Stone Company.

“ He knew their problems, and 
they all knew him,”  said his son, 

1 “ It was just like a great big 
family. He had his hands in his 
pockets all the time to help some 
guy having fam ily problems.”

Those were also the days when 
the work ethic' was in vogue. 
Heath Stone, is described by his 
son as the type of guy who would 
not let go, -  the first guy there in 
the morning, and the last guy to 
leave at night.

“ I f  you were going to buy a 
wheelbarrel, he would sign the 
purchaser order,”  he said.

But, in spite of his dedication 
to work, he found time to 
become involved in just about 
everyth ing in Ingerso ll and 
apparently had fun doing it. 
DEWAN REMEMBERS

Mike Dewan, former Oxford 
MPP, recalls how he accepted 
the presidency of the Kiwanis 
Club in 1948. Actually, by vote, it 
should have gone to Ingersoll 
baker Bernie Zurbrigg, but he 
wanted to wait out another term, 
Mr. Dewan said.

“ Heath Stone had a great 
sense of humor. He was dressed 
like a habitat for the occasion, 
and in a French accent he ex­
plained to the Kiwanians that he 
was tak ing  the presidency 
because Bernie was too busy 
making the dough,”  he said.

Mr. Dewan also remembered 
how Mr. Stone got a marvellous 
turnout fo r one K iw anis 
meeting.

“ He sent out notices 
requesting members to be sure 
they were on deck because they 
were on the reception list that 
particular night,”  he said, “ But 
it turned out that everyone got 
the same notice.”

Another KiWanian, Roydon 
Start, recalls Heath Stone as 
being the last member of the 
Stone Company management 
team who were so prominent in 
Ingersoll in their time, and did 
so much for the community. The 

others were his cousin R. A. 
Stone, general manager; Leslie 
Westcott, secretary-treasurer, 
and Arthur E. Izzard, vice- 
president.

“ They were a very influential 
team before the firm ’s takeover 
by C IL,”  he recalls, “ It is a very 
different thing today than then 
when it was a local group in 
charge.”
MUCH SUPPORTED

Gordon Pittock, also a former 
Oxford MPP, said there was 
nothing in Ingersoll that was not 
supported by the small fam ily 
company during the 30-year 
period it was headed by Heath 
Stone.

He mentioned specifically the 
arena, the golf club, the curling 
club, and St. James Anglican 
Church.

Harold Uren remembers Mr. 
Stone as one of the original 
founders of the Ingersoll Golf 
and Country Club.

“ Today we have one of the 
finest 18-hole golf courses in 
Ontario, and he was in ­
strum enta l in developing it  
some 20 years ago,”  he said. 
“ He was absolutely dedicated to 
any project which he became 
involved in, and would see it  
through to the finish.”

Mayor Gordon Henry also 
knew Heath Stone very well,’ 
through working with him on the 
chamber of commerce and the 
YMCA.

“ He was a great supporter of 
recreation ana youth, he said, 
“ And supported the Ingersoll 
D istrict Memorial Centre arena. 
He was also very interested in 
the installation of the town’s 
sewage system.”

As Gordon Pittock put it, 
Heath Stone was the last of an 
era -- In this town, he probably 
was the last of the paternalistic 
owners of small local companies 
which have all now been ab­
sorbed by big corporations.

But it is safe to say that no 
president of any corporation will 
leave for posterity what Heath 
Stone managed to do as the head 
of a small fam ily company in 
Ingersoll.
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Memorial honors a pioneer 
who opened doors for women
h  GRJG AOTXWfU

NORWICH - She was the first woman 
doctor in Canada. Ihe first woman lo 
run for elected office in this couni ry. 
Canada's first woman school principal 
and the founder of Canada's first 
womans sutfrage group

She was Emily Slowe. andon Sunday 
she was rvmemlxTvd in the place of

A plaque commemorating Mrs. 
Stowe’s liletime achievements was 
unveiled outside the archives building 
in Norwich Sunday, the community 
where she was born in 1831.

On hand for the unveiling of the pro­
vincial plaque were George Hudson 
Stowe, of Toronto, a great-grandson of 
Ur Stowe, and his daughters Patricia

EHILX liOMHD JEMINGS SWWLMI) .115314̂ 3

DESCENDANTS OF Em ily Slowe, Canada’s firs t grandson of Dr. Stowe, and two of his daughters, 
woman doctor, were presenl in Norwich Sunday Patricia and Mary Jane, inspect the plaque, 
for the unveiling of a historic plaque in her honor. (Stuff photo by Greg Rothwell)
Here George Hudson Stowe, of Toronto, a great

Emily and Mary Jane.
A display of photographs and pic­

tures of Emily Slowe were on view in 
Ihe archives building.

At the time of Emily Stowe's birth 
Norwich was known as Sodom, Ihe 
name that remained until 1845 when it 
was changed to Norwichville and in 
1876 to its present name.

Emily was the daughter of Solomon 
and Hannah Jennings, a Quaker 
couple.

When she was 15 she began teaching 
al the local school. alt the while saving 
up to attend Normal School, a com­
bination high school and college.

She made it to the college and 
graduated in 1854 with a teaching cer­
tificate. Later thal year she was ap­
pointed principal of the Brantford 
Grammer School.

in 1857 she married John Stowe, a 
carriagemaker, and they moved to 
Mount Pleasant. Mrs Stowe bore three 
children and settled down to domestic 
life until her husband contracted tuber­
culosis and was unable to work. Emily 
went back to teaching, at a private 
school, to support the family.

Her husband recovered, and with the 
encouragement of his wife he entered 
medical school to study dentistry. Emi­
ly provided his fees through her 
teaching job.

John Stowe eventually set up a dental 
practice, and Emily then decided to 
follow her husband into the medical 
field.

PREJUDICE
She first had to overcome a major 

obstacle, prejudice against women 

which prevailed during the last cen­
tury. When she applied for admission 
to the medical school at Victoria Col­
lege in Toronto she was given a curt 
'no.' A letter of refusal slated that "the 
doors of the university are not open to 
women, and ! trust they never will be."

In a reply leller she said The 
business of my life is to sec that they 
will be opened so that women may 
have the same opportunities as men '

When, a short time later, her forma! 
application was also denied, again 
because she was a woman, she tired off 
a missive to the college staling 'Your 
senate may refuse to admit women 
now, but the day will come when those 
doors will open to every female who 
chooses to apply,"

The prejudice of the Canadian in­
stitutions made her look southward, 
where she applied for admission to the 
New York Medical College for Women, 
which had been founded by the first 
woman doctor in the United States. Dr. 
Elizabeth Blackwell

Emily was admitted, and when she 
graduated in tBt>7 she was the first 
Canadian women to become a 
physician.

She returned to Canada and tried to 
set up a practice specia lizing in female 
patients. She was denied a licence but 
practised without one in Toronto until 
1880, when a licence was finally 
granted to her.

WOMEN'S RIGHTS
She became a successful doctor. 

Then she began to branch out into other 
areas. In 1883 she formed the Toronto 
Literary Society. The society, under 
the guidance of Emily and her 
daughter. Augusta. Ihe women involv­
ed in the group began to light tor 
women's rights.

Their first target was seeking admis­
sion: for women to the University of 
Toronto, a fight they won handily

They then concentrated their efforts 
on seeking the right for women tn vole, 
and the first suffragist society in 
Canada, the Dominion Women's En­
franchisement Association, was born

Mrs. Slowe ran for a seal on the 
Toronto Board of Education, and ob­
tained qne. She sat on the board for 
many years.

At the time of her death in Toronto in 
1903 the Toronto Globe said "Women 
who can now choose the medical pro­
fession in Canada and find every facili­
ty provided for them can never know 
how deeply they are indebted to this 
pioneer who opened the path they now 
so easily follow."



Lesa Strathopolous describes her current image as sporty, teenaged, and 
her London agent selected her from a fashion spread on teen clothing 
designs and colors. (Photo by Sam McLeod of the Ixmdon Tree Press)
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BY KIMBERLEY HUTCHINSON

I f  you thought the face on the 
fashion pages of last week’s London 
Free Press edition looked familiar, 
it was probably because the face 
belonged to Ingersoll high school 
student Lesa Strathopolous, a 
young fashion model now working 
w ith  the Universal Mannequin 
agency of London.

A Grade 10 student at IDCI, Lesa 
began courses at the agency this 
past September, and the Free Press 

shooting was her first.
“ I was interested in modelling, 

and I thought that I wanted to wait 
until high school to begin. This year 
seemed like the right time,”  said 
Strathopolous.

“ I was called in for an interview 
with "D J ”  -- the agent at Universal 
-  and I really liked the atmosphere 
of the agency, and I liked DJ’s 
response.”

Lesa began with self-improve­
ment courses, and is now in the 
regular modelling course.

“ H’s a lot of hard work, and the 
classes are very involved, there’s a 
lot of note-taking, and so on,”  
Strathopolous said.

Canadian Monica Schnarre has 
attracted a lot of media attention in 
the last few months as winner of the 
International Face of the Eighties 
competition in New York, at the age 
of 14. She is featured on this month’s 
issue of Toronto L ife  fashion 
magazine.

At age 15, Strathopolous said that 
she is certainly not the youngest 
model at the agency.

"There are all ages involved in 
the self-im provem ent courses,”  
Strathopolous said, "from  13 to 
about 40. But the modelling course 
is comprised of girls from 13 to only 
about 25 years of age."

"These are the girls who are 
looking seriously at modelling,”  
said Strathopolous.

"There is a lot involved in model­
ling ," she said, "that many people 
may not be aware of."

" I  find that my courses are 
helping me in day to day living. I 
find myself watching the way 1 
dress, and the way I put iny 
wardrobe together.”

" I  learn how to walk, do runway 

work, and we have several sessions 
on makeup, clothing, diet, nutrition 
... there’s so many things, and I 
enjoy them a ll,”  said Strathopolous.

Strathopolous has another shoot­
ing this Wednesday, not for a 
magazine, but as part of her course, 
“ to see how I work with the 
photographer.”

She feels that it is the job of the 
model to create a certain image, 
and she pointed out “ the tra it of a 
good model is how many different 
looks she can perceive and 
produce.”

"They may want you to look like a 
28 year-old housewife one day, and

your next assignment w ill be to look 
like a 19-year-old teenager, or a 
sophisticated young Benson and
Hedges woman. You want to be able 
to achieve a ll these d iffe ren t 
images, anJhave^op le  not be able 
to connect them to ydil'.u  •

Strathopolous doesn’t have a 
modelling portfolio yet, but realizes 
that if she intends to pursue model­
ling seriously, she w ill need a 
collection of photographs made up 
to sell her various “ images” .

“ I intend to pursue it  as a part 

time job,”  she said. “ 1 w ill be going 
to university, probably in the 
medical sciences, but I'm  really not 
sure al this point.”

Strathopolous is acutely aware of 
the drawbacks to a modelling 
career.

"The life of a model is very 
short," she said. "You must have 
something to fall back on. Many 
models w ill go into acting, like Joan 
Collins for instance.”

" I  began because I thought it 
would help me in all ways,”  she 
said. “ And it really has.”

Strathopolous is involved in other 
activities as well, and juggles her 
soccer team practices, her piano

and theory lessons outside school, 
and her part-time job at Lynwood 
Variety in Ingersoll.

“ I would consider working in 
other aspects of the fashion 
industry as well,”  she said. "1 
really like working around the 
agency.”

"Modelling is a lot of hard work,”  
she concluded, “ and while it is still 
a lol of fun, it ’s not as glamorous as 
it might seem."

Strathopolous doesn’t know how 
long she'll continue to model.

“ Monica Schnarre is a young 
model who had a really lucky 
break,”  Strathopolous said wisely. 
"Hut I think you can go as far as you 
want in this business. I t ’s a very 
self-directed kind of work.”

/  2 3
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Grand old man’ of Oxford 
still leads an active life

By S.-R. Correspondent

EMBRO — The Hon. Col. Dr. 
Donald Matheson Sutherland, 
the grand old man of Oxford is 
cerebrating his 90th birthday 
on Wednesday.

The mention of this name in 
Oxford or Western Ontario re- 

: leases a flood of fond memories 
; to' many people because this 
man has served in three fields 
where he gave.his best for the 
good of his fellowman.

Dr. Sutherland, as he is best 
known; is • not Jiving a retired 
life at. the Embro ancestorial 
home of his grandfather, the 
late Donald Matheson, founder 
of the tillage-of Embro, after a 
very successful life as a family 
doctor, a noble soldier and a 
distinguished politician and 
gentleman.

He was born at Norwich, Dec. 
3, '1879: After attending school 
at Norwich and. Woodstock, he 
graduated in medicine from, the 
University of Toronto in 1903 
and began his practice in 
Princeton. -V •

ACTIVE PART
A bachelor, the young doctor 

took an active part in the life 
of the village and due to his 
love for good horses soon ob­
tained a commission in the 
Grey Horse, a Brantford caval­
ry unit with a company at 
Princeton.

The outbreak of hostitlities in 
1914 saw the doctor hang up his 
medicine bag and pick up a kit 
bag and take A Company, 1st 
Battalion CCF to France where

i he was wounded. He returned 
to Canada but not to retire .-

i Instead he took an active part 
in raising the 71st Battalion, 
known by many as the Western 
Ontario Battalion and took them 
to France where he became 
known as a front line colonel. 
For his devotion to duty and 

; the achievements of his regi- 
; ment he received the Disting­
uished Service Order (DSO).
BACK TO WORK

Following the war he-'return­
ed to his practice but moved it 
to Woodstock where he remain­
ed until he retired on April 5, 
1937 to Embro.

During his stay in Woodstock 
he took .up the challenge of poli­
tics and let his name stand on 
the Conservative ticket in 1925 
taking North Oxford for Arthur 
Meighen. This was the first 
time that North Oxford had sup­
ported the Conservative party 
since Confederation.

In 1926 he was defeated b\ 
Hugh Allen hut was re-elected

Today the Doctor is a famil­
iar sight walking about Embro 
and Woodstock. He feels that 
walking is the ideal medicine 
for sustained good health. For 
many years he w as,an ardent 
naturalist and took ’ an active 
part in this work.

His present home and sur­
rounding grounds shows his love 
for nature with the well kept 
grounds and the numerous spe­
cies of birds which stay there 
each summer.

Dr. Sutherland is proud of his 
family heritage which he has 
inherited and is regarded as an 
outstanding historian on Oxford 
County. His library is a wealth 
of information and contains a 
set of diaries which his grand­
father kept during his time in 
Embro and contain much infor­
mation about-IHe village.

When asked, ^bouf his age the 
doctor doesn’t feel .he is grow­
ing old. He remarked that you 
are as young as you fee! and 
therefore considers himself still 
a young man.

The highlight of the week 
comes each Monday at noon 
when he drives his car to Wood- 
stock for Rotary and while not 
as active as he once was, he is 
proud of his record of attend­
ance.

DR. D. M. SUTHERLAND'

in 1930 by defeating Mr. Allen. 
Premier K. B. Bennett took Dr. 
Sutherland into bls cabinet as 
Minister of National Defence 
from August 25, 1930 until No­
vember, 16, 1934, Minister of 
Pensions and National Health1 
from November 17,‘.1934 until j 
October 23. 1935.

The Bennett government went 
down in defeat in the 1935 elec-: 
tion and the Doctor returned to 
his practice in Woodstock. 
'CIRCLED GLOBE

During his life of public ser­
vice the doctor managed to be­
come a world traveller and has 
circled the globe twice before 
the day of jet aircraft. On one 
occasion it took thrge months to 
come home from Australia.

His stay in Woodstock, he 
feels, was a rewarding one. 
During that time he was able 
to help organize the Woodstock 
Rotary Club on June 2, 1924 and 
became its first president. He 
also helped form Branch 55. 
Royal Canadian Legion and 
served as their first president 
in 1926 and 1927.

In 1958 Woodstock singled out 
Dr. Sutherland for his achieve­
ments and named its s e c o n d 
senior public school “The D. M. 
Sutherland School’’ — the first 
time a school had been named 
after a person.
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South Oxford's Donald Sutherland
By W. E. E lliott/ ' r

This is another article in a by 
a well-known Canadian newspaperman,

In his earlier campaigns, election practices 
, of devious natu re  were not unusual, and of 

some he w as the victim, but he was ac-

who was long political ■'reporter bn 
Free Press .

The

•HIS MAld was candidate of his p— 
eleven times, for Legislature or Com-J 

mons, and never once asked for ttye nomina ,

party

|  ipustomed to allude to these with am usem ent 
l a t h e r  than bitterness. Through the greater 

p'^rt of h is .active 'public  career, the only daily
' newspaper in his county was one of Liberal 

traditions, which wlps alert for opportunity

tion or was opposed in convention. H& 
retrieved for his party a  provincial riding 
and a  . federal constituency which' been 
L iberal from  Confederation,;^ eventually a t­
tained Cabinet rhnk and finished rp^rolic life 
in the Senate. ’ *^7*

Oxford has so many Sutherlands; Rosses,

to set him  at a  disadvantage. Though -finally 
a casualty of political w arfare, Donald 
Sutherland undoubtedly enjoyed the respect 
and confidence of the public in general, and 
from time to tim e took occasion to express
his gratitude therefor. From notes o f  
speeches, both a t Mount Elgin, in 1926 
1930, these passages are taken:

“I t is an  unusual thing, I know, for

two 
and

one
McDonalds, M urrays and the like tha t for 
more than  a century it has been the custom 
to confer distinguishing nicknatnes. Subject 
of this chapter might be called Donald 
“South” to differentiate from Doctor Donald

individual to receive so much consideration 
a t the hands of the people as I have received 
from the people of South Oxford. I  have seen 
many changes during these years. There is 
Something about public life, where confidence

nccld.

Ho n . Go I,.

•, who twice won North Oxford and was mem- 
l ber of the B ennett ministry.
, . The story of Donald Sutherland in Legis- 
j  lature, Commons and Senate is tha t of an 

honest-to-goodness “dirt farm er” who at all 
tim es thought , and spoke f i p t  about the 
problems of ” the men on the land. In  the \ 
early  days -Of the motorcar — on which in 
la te r years he was greatly to depend — he 
proposed restrictive legislation so unasham ed­
ly fram ed, <Oh behalf of horse-and-buggy 
tra ffic  th a t  the Ontario House could not 
wholly accept it, In the Commonsi his dis­
serta tions on hog cholera Inevitably dispersed 
the  P ress Gallery, but on this and other 
agricu ltu ral themes, such as New' Zealand 
bu tte r and the tobacco industry, he always 
knew his ground, and, in a reasonable pro­
portion of cases his earnest representations 
prevailed. .V* « ।* *

I t  was expected by many th a t he would 
b eco m e ,/tn ih is t$ r\o f agriculture when his 
party  z l u ^ | h a t ‘ post to offer, but Dr. Simon 
F rase r^T p I^ ie /w h o  had held it under Borden 
and MjC^ghen; got the call when the Meighen 
C abinet of 1926 was., formed, and Donald 
S utherland was sworn’, of the Privy Council 
ah a m inister without portfolio.

Em erging from a long apprenticeship in 
m unicipal affairs, Mr. Sutherland had Ac­
cepted the  Conservative nomination for the ; 
L egislature in 190^ and won South Oxford , 
by 40 to break a record of continuous Liberal * 
successes. ‘ Re-elected in 1905 to join the 
trium phan t followers of J. P. Whitney, he 
lost the sea t in 1908, but in the same year 
was nom inated for the Commons. In the 
Dominion riding, also Liberal from Confed­
eration, and represented for two decades by 
Sir R ichard Cartwright and the redoubtable 
Malcolm S. Schell, be reduced, the Liberal 
m ajority  by 400 to 93, and in the next contest, 
1911, wiped it out with 24 to spare. Thus he

is reposed in one, th a t must appeal to any 
man. I can hardly imagine a person so lost 
to the finer feelings as to ignore the opinions 
and the confidence of those among whom he- 
lives.” • .> •

“Looking back over the -years,’̂ jhat arc 
-gorie^ I realize you have time and again 
heaped honors upon me in nom inating me 
as your candidate in provincial and federal 
elections, and always without any opposi­
tion. You have unanimously nom inated me 
now — and I think it is the ten th  tim e — 
and tha t is going quite a way insofar as any 
individual is concerned, I would be a stoic 
indeed if I  did not appreciate very much the 
honor you have again conferred upon me 
after the years we have been associated in 
contests in th is constituency. As you know, 
the going has not always ‘beet! easy. Our 
friends the  Liberals have not m ade my bed 
one of roses nor my path a very smooth one 
at times. We have had keen contests, and 
as fa r as I  know the best of good fellowship 
prevails am ong those who have taken part 
on both sides. I . do not-know  of ah indi­
vidual in the constituency who oufcide of 
politics is not as friendly as ever. . This I 
believe, is righ t and proper.”

* * . ♦
Donald Sutherland was no blind partisan ; 

a t times his independence led him reluctantly  
to oppose m easures put forward by his lead­
ers. He though t there were not enough in­
dependently minded electors, for he said on 
one occasion: "I think a good m any people 
do not pay as much attention to political 
m atters as they should. If they did, I am 
inclined to th ink th a t constituencies would 
swing one way and then the o ther when 
occasion dem anded it; but you have all 
known people who under the m ost adverse 
conditions stay  by the parties.- they had sup­
ported in years gone by.”

| jo ined th e  follow ers of an o th e r new C onser­
v a tive  G overnm ent, this tim e a t O ttaw a under 
R. L. Borden.

His m ajo rity  in the 1917 (w artim e) elec­
tion  w as 1.312; he survived his p a rty 's  defeat 
in 1921 and  was returned as an Opposition 
m em ber in 1925, but fell before a L iberal- 
P ro g re ss iv e  onslaught in .1926, when the 
e lec to rs in South Oxford as elsew here took
m ore  stock  in the Robb budget th an  in the 
custom s scandal. He was unsuccessful in
tw o la te r  contests.



D onald possessed  the  pleasing voice and 
courteous manner typical of the Highland 
breed, though when he got going on a cam­
paign platform he co'uid achieve noteworthy 
heights in satire and denunciation. His 
speeches were argumentative; he had no 
fund of humorous stories. But .his combi­
nation of platform ability artd. farm back­
ground made him in great demand for many 
years as a speaker in Western Ontario rural 
constituencies.- It was vastly informative to 
drive with him through the codntryside on 
the way to a meeting and hear his observa­
tions upon farmhouses, crops and farm con­
ditions generally.

* 1 - • * * *
Men of Highland descent, staunch in 

friendship, are reliably reported also to be 
sincere haters. One of Donald Sutherland’s 
special feuds for some years was with the 
late DuncanfMarshall, one-time Alberta min- 
i^ ^ t ln td r  on the Dominion payroll as com- 
misstonqV of agriculture — a post created 
fgr him tn 1921 — subsequently minister of 
agriculture in Ontario, and late/^. senator.

Ong recalls a Sutherland peroration that 
concluded; “And the morning aftef Ahe elec­
tion, there-was Duncan Marshall sitting on 
the Government’s doorstep waiting for a 

y job ” That controversy seems to have faded 
' out in 1938,- when Duncan heard a- p.alF tq ' 

the Senate and found Donald seated oppo­
site. /Senate ■. Hansard ■ discloses ‘nb ciashei 
betweeriki&*twp,“';lncl<teft^ been
told M arsha^EtHb^^ .
the - .S0Ke$iahcv clan.
A d d ress^^ H e session qf; 1939jai|ft^ 

'th is  observation: ”As ,beln/
ber of this House: I  ^elieye that What hap­
pens to a man in poHtjqjs-'and public affain 
is at least 50 per cent due. to accidents — 
sometimes I  have* thought it Is 75 per cent”

Traditionally, in Oxford, most of the boyi 
in a farm family, leave :;the'^ pro­
fessions or business, ih Other parts,of Canada 
or beyond. x It is surely remarkable, however, 
that three of Senator * Sutherland’s five sons 
should have become senior officers in the 
aimed services. The eldest, Group Captain 
Robert Bru.ce Sutherland, D.F.C., joined the 
Royal Air Vorce ln the First-Great War and 
continued ydth it until «his recent retireftient. 
Lt.-Col, . James Burleigh Sutherland, D.S.O., 
O.B.E., has-been with the British Army for 
many-years’In many, parts of.the world, and 
was in Germany, ,unable to reach home, when 
his father died on .New. Year’s £>ayj 1949. 
Lt.-CoL^VZillfamjJSv^ Sutherland, O.B.E., 
served with the Royal Canadian Army 8erv« 
ice Corps. ■ ■ ■

This-fact Wfis tfemarked upon.by Rt. Hon. 
Arthur-^Meigheri when he attended the fu­
neral of Senator Sutherland. But What im-' 
pressed the .former prime minister most was 
the tribute evident in the attendance of'farm 
neighbors and I1 friends. Those of us who 
have occasion to attend services in Toronto 
funeral parlor^- find a dozen or a score say­
ing farewell to one who,’ perhaps some years 
retired, was once a prominent/figure and 
esteemed neighbor in1 a distant part of the 
province. But the spacious .Sutherland home 
in North- Oxford was crow'ded, even to the 
kitchen. Men and women -filed quietly In 
for an hour through, the sun porch built for 
the comfort' of the Senator in his last months. 
No one CQldd̂  say if.thorp were more Con­
servatives nah, Dlh^rala'^ '

When th e ‘minister, ReV. George W,.Mur­
dock, of Ingersoll, called upon Mr. Meighen, 
it was, a. ,tp. the gathering and, in­
deed withdtft Advance-:.notice to the speaker. 
The oratiqnj.'ijo one'heeds to be told, noi 
tho less w as a "’em.

Then a curious and. moving incident con­
cluded the service. Rev./W. A. McTaggart, 
some forty years minister of St.; Columl& 
■ (United) Church on St/Zdair d'Venue in To-: 
ronto and its predecessor, rolled back 
years and tolĉ  Ibat 'al^pt- gathering of th€' 
Donald Sutherland who from ,1^09 .to 1913 
lived in a little britk house north, of .the city 
and with his wife anv' then -young children 
attended/ Wyehwcyd T ^fbyl^rian Church. 
Most -Tdrbiito fol* the jog in Hume- 
w oodipri^; wh^rq nov( an Anglican 
Home for ̂ Girls. - ■. ITS $  i c p e t^ r  which - caused 
the 'townsl}y/to m ak<r^at'l^re detour years 
ago rwasj'oxjce the estate the Blakes, 

' famous ari.C^adi.an rdblic The house 
in which the ^utherland^ liyi/r while Dojjald 
was director * of immigrater^hnd colonization 
for Ontario,’ and afteQ ^as the "lodge.”

"There .wap no 'hq^w I loved ju^puch  to 
visit in thosfi. days,”; said Mr. JpaeTaggart, 
“as that of Mr. Sutherland and hisCgqod 
wife. They were -gran^/people, f rlppdly.and 
hospitable, They .were by no means Wealthy, 
but their home was a'Qhristian-home,' I haye 
neve'f'forg^te^-.lt^”/ ' , D ’* . ,y.

Hfe‘Jhad.traveied a hundred ijjles to say 
that. .. “ .T ’

T h e’‘Ingersoll minister, pronounced the 
benedictioif, and men bore out the casket of 

"the S ^ a to f 'fo r Oxford.
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Zona's Kimble Sutherland 
heads UWO student brass

change the image of student council. 
Sutherland believes council's cor­
porate stance has Io transform Io one 
that's more service-oriented, thus 
making the council more ap­
proachable to the people it serves — 
the students.

And if he finds time between all 
that, Sutherland said he wants to 
maintain his job at Zehrs in Ingersoll 
and take a conversation French 
course. Although he doubts whether 
he’d declare Ingersoll Day at 
Western, he's certainly proud in his 
hometown roots.

“A lot of Ingersoll and area people 
helped me during the campaign. 1 
sure can’t say enough about the ter­
rific hometown support.”

By MARILYN SMULDERS
of The Sentinel-Review
LONDON — A former prime 

minister of IDCI’s student council 
has now got his feet resting on a desk 
reserved for UWO's top dog.

K i m b l e  
Sutherland, a 
r e s id e n t  of 
Z o r r a 
T o w n s h ip ,  
learned early 
Thursday mor­
ning that the 
reigns of stu­
dent council 
power would 
soon be in his 
hands.

Sutherland beat out seven other 
competitors for the job of president, 
winning by more than 320 votes over 
Sarah Day, his closest rival.

“ I'm extremely happy,’’ enthused 
Sutherland. “ It’s a great feeling of 
satisfaction to know so many people 
have faith in my abilities.”

Sutherland has always shown a 
zeal for politics; involvement in stu­
dent life at Ingersoll District Col­
legiate Institute was like oxygen 
feeding the fire. He headed IDCI’s 
student council for two terms, '83 to 
’84 and '84 to '85.

When Sutherland graduated on to 
university* he maintained his in­
terest in student affairs. Last year, 
the political science student served 
as UWO’s student council vice presi­
dent for external affairs. Debating 
skills, honed during arguments back 
in Ted Maddeford’s history class at 
IDCI, sure came in handy for the job.

“ IDCI helped me immensely in 
developing leadership ability and in 
motivating people. It gave me a solid 
groundwork.” said Sutherland.

But whereas IDCI’s student coun­
cil then encompassed about 1,100 
students, UWO’s student population 
is 20 times larger. And that’s not the 
only difference — as president, 
Sutherland presides over a $3.5 
million budget, a board of directors 
numbering ten members, a council 
with 70 participants and a work force 
totalling 190 full and part-time staff 
members. A corporation, student 
council supervises numerous ser­
vices, including a radio station, bar, 
typing service, graphics shop, 
theatre, film society, tutor referral 
service and The Gazette, a campus 
newspaper. As well, the student 
council organizes events such as 
o rien ta tion , homecoming and 
several. different fundraisers for 
charity.

D uring his term  in office, 
Sutherland said he wants to draw at­
tention to the declining quality of 
university education, express his op­
position to tuition deregulation and

V  v  K \ \  s X^^S
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In Sept. 6 provincial election

Embro man acclaimed NDP candidate
/

By GEOFF DALE
of The Sentlnel-Ravlaw

Ontario Premier David Peter­
son’s vision of a caring society is a 
seyen day work week in unsafe 
conditions, retirement without dig- 

'r iity  and being unable to own your 
Jo}vn farm, Oxford County’s New 

; ^Democratic Party candidate 
i ; charged Wednesday night.

Moments after being acclaimed 
;as the party’s candidate, Kimble 

Kimble Sutherland background
Kimble Sutherland, an Embro resident;'is'-the,youngest of eight . 

>4 children. He graduated from Zorra Highland Park Public School $ 
- and Ingersoll District Collegiate Institute ‘4nd is. currently in his 

fourth ye^'r as a political seiche major a tW ^ e r"  -
The 24-year-old has been Nonexecutive, b̂  ̂ and4’

: member at large in the QjtfW&Vidjnk for. eight years.;He has also 
served as student council president at both, the Ingersoll school andv^ 

K the university. /  ’• - T . ; .. ■
•• Sutherland has been a municipal, provincial and federal advoca tei^ 
. to various commissions or ponies like the Ontario Federation of Stu- A ' 

dents Ministry of,€blleges‘and Universities and Canadian’F e d e r-r  
;  he bus been ^ v e d t S  the H e a r t '

, Stroke Foundation, Cystic Fibrpsis and United Way Campaigns. In 
'1985 he was the recipient of the Ingersoll International Youth'^ 

. .Award. /  - '• '
. As a memb^Qf J.he United Food andCommercial Workers Union ■/
- he served on tng master bargaining committee as a shop steward 
. and a delegate of Local 1977 to the Oxford RegionalLabor Council. ” •

____ ■ ■ ■■■■■■ . • , ■

Sutherland, a 24-year-old political 
science student at the University 
of Western Ontario, urged about 40 
supporters at the CAW Hall in 
Woodstock to help him defeat the 
provincial Liberal government in 
the Sept. 6 election.

“ Mr. Peterson wants to pull a 
quick one by the people of Ontario 
and Oxford,”  he said. “ The pre­
mier would like you to believe that 
his government has always been 

working for a caring society. How­
ever, as New Democrats, we real­
ize that it is not just what you say- 
. . .  but it is your actions that tell 

if  you are truly committed to 
something.”

On the attack
He attacked Peterson for laying 

low on the Sunday shopping issue 
and leaving it up to Ontario munic­
ipalities to handle, pointing out 
that women — 75 per cent of the re­
tail workforce — already work one 
or two nights a week and three out 
of four Saturdays.

Calling for a common day of rest 
for working people and those in­
volved in small fam ily run busi­
nesses, he accused the premier of 
being dictated to by ‘his big cor­
porate buddies.’

Turning his attention to workers 
protection, Sutherland said B ill 208 
— the revised Occupational Health 
and Safety Act — was proof the 
Liberals were more interested in 
bowing to large corporate requests 
than including a right to refuse 
dangerous work provision in the 
bill.

This failure was in spite of the 
statistics showing the death of one 
person and 1,500 injuries daily in 
the workplace, he said.

Sutherland said Peterson was 
not to be trusted because he op­
posed the Canada-U.S. free trade 
deal during the 1987 campaign but 
was nowhere to be found in the 1988 
federal election when it resurfaced 
as a major issue.

Blames free trade
“ Since the free trade agreement, 

the rate of plant closures has in­
creased significantly,”  he said. 
“ People who have worked 20 to 25 
years at one factory suddenly find 
themselves thrown out on the 
streets without the skills to find 
new jobs.

“ Now, Mr. Peterson wants us to 
believe that if we give him another 
mandate he w ill fight against the 
GST (goods and services tax). Un­
fortunately the premier seems to 

have forgotten that the GST is al­
ready a done deed. Where has he 
been for the last two years while 
the fight against the GST has been 
taking place?”

He lashed out at the Liberals’ no­
fault insurance policy which cre­
ates pain and suffering for the av­
erage Ontario while the “ insur­
ance industry walks away with a 
$600-million give away from the 
provincial government.”

Following his short and vigorous 
address, he told reporters if Peter­
son is going to live up to his claim 
of Ontario keeping up with the 
global economy, a properly funded 
education system is needed.

“ Look at West Germany and Ja­
pan,”  he said. “ They have in­
vested a lot of money into research 
and development . . . we haven’t. 
Good education cost money but 
you get that back in returns.”

As a university student council 
president with a large operating 
budget and staff of about 35 em­
ployees, he pointed to his experi­
ence lobbying with all levels of 
government.

And as for being tagged the un­
derdog, he said, “ I ’ ll just go out 
there and work hard and debate 
the issues . . . hopefully in an a ll­
candidates debate.”

While he said the election would 
never degenerate into a clash of 
personalities at the local level, he 
said Liberal incumbent Charlie 
Tatham had to be accountable for 
the Peterson government and its 
actions over the last three years.

“ He (Tatham) said in 1987 he 
was part of that (Liberal) team 
and now he must explain just what 
it has done or what it hasn’t done in 
that period.”

For his Tory competitor Jim Wil­
kins, he said he was looking for­
ward to hearing him try to explain 
“ to the farmers of Oxford how the 
federal Tories interest rate policy 
is not hurting farmers and how the 
provincial Tories are totally sepa­
rate from their federal coun­
terparts."

KIMBLE SUTHERLAND addresses members of the Oxford NDP after be­
ing acclaimed as candidate in the provincial election.

S v 9  / ^ o



University student wins Oxford for New Democrats
BY LIZ  DADSON

For the firs t time in Oxford riding, 
the New Democrats are drinking the 
champagne, proclaimed Wayne Col- 

New Democrat candidate Kimble Sutherland hugs his parents, Carl and 
Beryl Sutherland, after being declared the new MPP in Oxford riding in the 
35th provincial election Thursday night. The 24-year-old Zorra Township

resident is a history and political science student at the University of 
Western Ontario but will now join 73 fellow NDP candidates in party leader 
Bob Rae's majority government at Queen’s Park. (Liz Dadson photo)

/■V& co. $

bran, president of the Oxford New 
Democratic Party.

The CAW Hall in Woodstock was 
flooded with applause and exhilara­
tion Thursday night as University of 
W estern O n ta rio  h is to ry  and

m e  

political science student b'.,2nble 
Sutherland was declared winner in 
Oxford, as were 73 other New 
Democrat candidates in NDP leader 
Bob Rae’s victorious sweep across 
Ontario.

The 24-year-old Zorra Township 
resident captured the m ajority of 
votes, ousting Liberal incumbent 
Charlie Tatham and pushing Pro­
gressive Conservative hopeful Jim 
Wilkins into second place.

' ' I ’m overwhelmed by the results 
of this campaign," Sutherland said, 
amid chants of "K im ble , K im ble," 
as results continued to pour in from 
the 35th provincial election,

" I  want to dedicate this win to all 
the candidates who have run under 
the CCF and NDP banner. Tonight's 
results would not have been possible 
i f  the people o f Ontario didn't take a 
chance."

The Libera! camp at the Fairview 
Centre in Woodstock began the night 
in an exuberant, optim istic mood. 
But, as the results started coming in, 
showing Sutherland leading in poll 
after poll, the optimism was quickly 
replaced with disbelief and surprise.

A subdued audience listened as 
Tatham gave his farewell speech at 
9:15 p.m.

"This was the 13th event for yours 
tru ly, but it was just not so,”  
Tatham said. “ I wish (NDP leader 
Bob) Rae and Sutherland al] the 
best. I t ’ ll be interesting to see what 
taxes w ill be taxed,”

At the Polish Hall in Woodstock, 
things were equally sombre for ihe 
Conservatives,

"T h e  people have spoken,”  
Wilkins said, "They’ve made a heck 
of a mistake.”

He told reporters a socialist 
government is not what Ontario 
needs', going into a recession.

" I t 's  almost unbelievable to think 
that Canada’s Heartland could-slip 
into socialism. I think that’s a very 
serious thing.”

The other three candidates pulled 
in about one-tenth of the vote.

Family Coalition P arty ’s John 
Joosse took fourth but said he was 
happy to see his party doubling its 
vote over the last election.

“ It was the firs t time for me, I ’m 
happy with the way things went,”  he 
said, from his Ingersoll residence, 
late Thursday night. “ I t ’l l be tough 
for people to swallow (an NDP ma­
jo rity  government). People here in 
Oxford w ill wonder what they did.”

Libertarian Kaye Sargent placed 
fifth . From her Woodstock meeting 
room, she said she was very shocked 
by the outcome.

"We’ ll have to see how quickly 
they take us to the poor house. A lot
of this was due to pure anger - anger 
with the Liberal government."

Freedom P arty 's Joe Byway 
came in last place, " I ’m ready to 
move to another country,”  he said. 
' ‘Ontario is in big trouble. I think the 
people of Ontario w ill wake up 
tomorrow and go into shock over 
what they ’ve done. I t ’s very 
f r ightening.”__________ ____
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Youngest MPP hopes for assistant’s job
By GEOFF DALE
•IThU utin iO w liw _________________________________________________________

As the youngest MPP in Queen’s Park, Oxford County’s Kimble Su­
therland sees his chances of landing a cabinet post as a longshot.

But on the night of September 6, the vast majority of political pun­
dits said pretty much the same thing about the likelihood of a 24-year- 
old political science student humbling both the incumbent Liberal and 
a Tory hopeful.

The tenacious former head of the - University of Western student 
council, along with 73 other NDPers election night, demonstrated that 
politics can in rare instances be a game 
of overcoming longshots.

Kimble 
Sutherland

“I believe with my 
educational background, I 
could have a shot at being a 
parliamentary assistant,” 

he said. “But I don’t believe 
I’ll be asked to take a 

ministry. Particularly in 
light of the fact I haven’t " 

my degree yet.”

ibility I’d hope to have. After all, I’d be 
meeting and discussing issues with edu­
cators who have PHDs and MAs. If Bob 
(Rae) saw fit though, it would be "" 
honor to be a parlimeritary assistant/

“A cabinet post is a longshot when you 
consider all those MPPS who have 
served longer, particularly those who 
were critics of portfolios while in opposi­
tion.”

So exactly where does the youngest 
child of Carl and Beryl Sutherland see 
himself fitting into Rae’s vision of social 
democracy for Ontario?

First on the agenda was clearly com­
ing back down to earth following the 
stunning victory of David Peterson and 
his personal triumph in a county always 
dominated in the past by the two older 
parties. ?•

“It was such an exciting and over­
whelming experience,” he said. “Hav­
ing Bob Rae come to your riding was a major event but then after you 
get to work with him, even though he’s the premier, it will eventually 
no longer be a big deal. It’s a real challenge.

“When I walked up University Avenue to Queen’s Park (Wednes­
day) , I just stopped and looked at it all for a long time. It can be intim­
idating. Then going into the legislative restaurant, staff were calling 
me Mr. Sutherland. I’m not used to th a t. . . because it’s usually my 
first name. I hope in future they call me Kimble.”

Yet even though the reality of victory has clearly settled in, there’s 
still a touch of awe lingering as he recounts his first two days walking 
about the legislature.

“I recall going in to eat, and there was (former cabinet minister) 
Jack RiddeL^and (provincial Tory leader) Mike Harris at the next ta­

bles over from us,” Sutherland said. “And the reception Thursday af­
ter our caucus meeting there were men like (CAW president) Bob 
White, (former party leader and Canadian ambassador to the U.N.) 
Stephen Lewis and an real intellectual giant like Gerald Caplan con­
gratulating me.”

He says the time has come to prove to colleagues and opponents that 
the ‘surprising young student’ can do the job expected of an MPP.
His credentials

His credentials look impressive. Among them: 
□  NDP executive board member for eight years;

□  President of the 30,000 student council 
at Western;
□  Appointments to bodies including the 

Canadian Federation of Students;
□ United Food and Commercial Workers 

Union (U.F.C.W.) shop steward;
□  Local 1977 delegate to the Oxford Rer 

gional Labor Council.
Doing the job means getting a staff and 

constituency office ready. (Thursday 
Woodstock city council will decide whether 
he can use Charlie Tatham’s office until 
the end of this year).

It also means five, six and sometimes 
seven day work weeks — Monday to Thurs­
day in Toronto with the remainder in his 
home riding.

Then of course there’s personal matters 
of finding a place to stay in Toronto.

VOICE WILL BE HEARD__________________________
Following Thursday’s caucus meeting 

with Rae outlining some key items and Le­
wis handling the transition to power, Su­
therland said he felt confident his voice 
would be heard in the province’s first NDP 
administration.

“Bob wants the government to have an 
open voice,” he said. “He wants everyone 
to have a say and express their views. I in­
tend to be heard . . .  on items like the agri­
cultural issues I addressed during the cam­
paign.

“I will approach my role with a common 
sense practical view. I just hope that peo­
ple will be patient with the government and 
with me. I will try to deal with all matters 
when I get a staff in place and try to help 
with any emergencies that arise now.”

Even though a cabinet won’t be named 
until October 1 and the house isn’t likely to be recalled before the end 
of next month, Sutherland has already started his rounds of gather­
ings and county fairs in the district.

The cards of congratulations may still be pouring into his parents’ 
Embro residence, but the awe is about over with for the young MPP.

“One thing I never realized before, even with the student council,” 
he said. "Is that feeling of being a public figure . . .  for five, six per­
haps seven days a week. It’s a responsibility that I clearly want to live 
upto. ।

“I just hope that people don’t think that some of my basic traits are 
going to change. I’d like them to know that the openess, communica­
tions are still there. I have still my sense of roots in Oxford.”
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Kimble has taken that first step
Kimble Sutherland was seven 

years old when he announced, 
while sitting at the kitchen table 
with his mother, “Some day I am 
going to be Prime Minister of Can­
ada.”

“Go for it Kimble” replied his 
mother.

“I’ll be with you every step of the 
way.”

Kimble has taken that first step 
and, whatever your politics might 
be, you have to admire the dedica­
tion and unwavering dream of this 
young man. Equally impressive is 
the equally unwavering support 
and belief the entire Sutherland 
family has in their resident poli­
tician.

As Oxford riding watched what 
must surely be its youngest ever 
Member of Provincial Parliament 
— and definitely is its first ever 
NDP MPP — sweep to victory last 
week, I found myself obsessed with 
one overwhelming question: “How 
is his mother handling all this?” 
What is his mother thinking right 
now?”

“How does his mother feel about 
this?”

Any other mother out there redd­
ing this will understand, I am sure, 
because with all due respect to fa­
thers, siblings, friends and other 
supporters, there is that special 
bond between most mothers and 
sons that just cannot be denied.

Beryl Sutherland is a familiar 
figure to most poeple in Ingersoll. 
She has lived here or in the neigh­
borhood for a long time now.

Short, blonde, with an always 
pleasant smile and time for a 
friendly word, with anyone, she is 
often seen alone or with her hus­
band Carl, as she shops in town or 
attends local events.

I know she is an avid reader and 
that she loves the theatre.

Years ago, when I worked at the 
library, it did not take me very 
long to realize that she was more 
knowledgeable about Shakespeare 
and the classics than most of us are 
and she could and would tell me 
about the beautiful theatres in En­
gland and the plays she has seen 
there.

I knew she was devoted to her 
children and that she had great 
faith in all of them. I also knew that 
Kimble, her youngest, was the 
shining star in the family and that 
all his brothers and sisters felt the 
same way.

So how does a mother feel when 
she sees here youngest child take 
the first step towards realizing his 
dream?

A quick call to Beryl’s house 
Monday morning resulted in the 
proud parents sitting on our veran­
dah and sharing some of their 
background and thoughts with us.

In her.soft, northern England ac­
cent, Beryl described her Man­
chester family as “working class 
conservative.”

She speaks fondly of days when 
her mother, and often her aunt, 
would take her to pantomimes and 
plays. They would often go 
backstage, for it was the crew and 
the people behind the scenes who 
fascinated Beryl almost as much 
as the actors and the plays them­
selves.

To this day she has maintained 
an interest in the working crews of 
everything from movies and plays 
to politics. “The people behind the 
scenes, the ones who do the major­
ity of the work, deserve so much 
more credit than they usually get,” 
she feels.

It was on her first trip to Canada 
“as a very shy young girl,” that 
she met Carl. Beryl was staying 
with friends in London, Ont., and 
Carl was a friend of this same fam­
ily-

She giggles as she recalled that 
their friends wondered how the 
quiet, introspective farmer and the 
bubbly big city girl would ever get 
along. Their 40 years of marriage 
and happy family life with their 
eight children and now assorted in­
laws and grandchildren answer 
that question quite nicely.

Kimble is the youngest of three 
girls and five boys. Beryl says she 
didn’t feel the usual sad tug the day 
Kimble started school because he 
wanted to go so badly you could 
only be happy for him.

His scolastic record is academic 
history and Beryl has nothing but 
priase for all his teachers over the 
years. She recalls that Saturday 
Mrs. Tous, who was his Grade 3 
teacher at Zorra Highland Park 
Public School, called to congrat- 
ualte the family and observed that 
the first day Kimble walked into 
her classroom she thought: “ Here 
comes someone who is special.”

Reiterating that all his teachers 
seemed to recognize his potential 
and do everything they could to 
help develop it, she has special 
praise for Peg Caffyn, who was 
vice-principal at Ingersoll District 
Collegiate Institute during his 
years there.

“Miss Caffyn knows how to bring 
out the best in every student. She 
has a special gift,” is Beryl’s anal­
ysis.

Beryl describes their family as 
being raised to take part in all dis­
cussions and above all to “always 
say please and thank you.”

So what was Thursday like in the 
Sutherland home?

It started early when Kimble 
came to meet them so they could 
vote together. Then everyone had 
different duties.

Beryl and Carl stayed home until 
the results started coming in. A 
daughter, Susan, from Tillson- 
burg, phoned to say that Kimble 
had “taken Woodstock.” They got 
into the car and drove there where 
everyone in the family gathered in 
one gigantic hug.

It’s just beginning for Kimble. 
And as for mom, she knew it would 
happen sometime she just didnt’ 
realize it would be this soon.

Sincerely Yours,
Bonnie
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Sutherland taking 
over old Liberal 
office in Woodstock

Oxford MPP elec
education on hol
BY LIZ DADSON

Oxford M PP-elect Kimble 
Sutherland is slated to take over 
out- going Liberal MPP Charlie 
Tatham’s constituency office in 
Woodstock on Oct. 1.

Sutherland said Monday he has 
confirmed the arrangem ents 
with Woodstock city officials. He 
hopes to have the same telephone 
numbers, with the lines hooked 
up by the time he moves into his 
new office.

The history and political 
science student at the University 
of Western Ontario, who has put 
his education on hold for now, 
defeated incumbent Tatham and 
C o n se rv a tiv e  hopeful J im  
Wilkins in Oxford riding during 
NDP leader Bob Rae’s sweep 
across Ontario in the Sept. 6 pro­
vincial election.

Sutherland plans to stay at the 
current constituency office until 
the end of the year. He then hopes 
to move into a new office which is 
wheelchair accessible.

He is currently completing ar­
rangements for an office in 
Toronto. Earlier, he noted there 
are good people from the Office of 
the Controller for Ontario in 
Toronto who are helping new 
MPPs find offices and apart­
ments in the city.

Last week, Sutherland spent 
three days of orientation, learn­

ing how the government, caucus 
and cabinet operate. Two more 
days of orientation were schedul­
ed for yesterday and today.

“Then we’ll get into more 
specific issues,” Sutherland said.

He has no further information 
on whether he has been offered a 
position as a minister or as a 
parliamentary assistant. “ I’ll 
likely know before Oct. 1,” he 
said earlier.

Oxford’s MPP-elect is putting his 
university education on hold as he 
familiarizes himself with his new 
job.

New D e m o c rat K im ble 
Sutherland, a history and political 
science student at University of 
Western Ontario, said he is no longer 
a student. “I’m putting that on hold 
for now.”

Sutherland defeated incumbent 
Liberal MPP Charlie Tatham and 
Conservative hopeful Jim Wilkins in 
Oxford riding during NDP leader 
Bob Rae’s sweep across Ontario in 
the Sept. 6 provincial election.

This week he was confirming ar­
rangements to take over Tatham’s 
old office in Woodstock until the end 
of the year.

“ I’m meeting with Woodstock city 
officials this afternoon,” he said Fri­
day. “We could save the taxpayers 
some money (by taking on the lease 
on the old office).”

However, he noted the office is not 
wheelchair accessible so he is look­
ing for a new office. “We hope to 
keep the same telephone numbers,” 
he said.

As to a position at Queen’s Park, 
Sutherland said he would be 
“honored” if offered a job as

minister o
assistant. 
Oct. 1.”

He said h
the future 
“Now that 
reality is se
do things.”

On the w
Springford 
Battle of B

He plans 
continue to
fice in Woo
he was in T
fices there.

“There a
Office of th
(in Toron
helping us 
cy office an
to.”
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Kimbell Sutherland named
Chamber’s outstanding youth
BY SIE V E  SIMON

When you ask this year's recipient of the 
"Outstanding ■ Youth in the Community”  
award, about himself, you get a portrait of 
a congenial, busy, just-turned 19 year old. 
But ask the people who know Kimbell 
Sutherland, and you get answers like this:

" I t 's  a pleasure to know him. He has a 
m aturity much beyond his years. He's what 
you aspire youngsters to attain after five 
years of high school,”  said Anne McKillop, 
physical education and guidance teacher at 

Ingersoll's "Outstanding Youth In the Community", Kimbell Sutherland, takes time out 
from his busy schedule to coach a squirt division softball teain. (Photo by Steve Simon)

Ingersoll D is tr ic t Collegiate Institu te  
IIDCI). Kimbell has been student prime 
minister there for an unprecedented two 
consecutive years.

"He's a non-stop energy, go, go, go all the 
time,”  according to his geography teacher, 
George Jolink.

“ He’s sensitive towards other people’s 
feelings and needs, and he is idealistic. He 
believes in the good things. I wouldn’t be 
surprised to see him a few years down the 
road, running for officeKpte in Oxford 
County,”  said Mr,.JoliiTlC

"K itn b e lK ia s  always been a great 
debater, discusser, never reluctant to give 
his opinion, whether i t ’s popular or un­
popular,”  said Ted Maddeford, who has 
taught Kimbell history for four years.

“ I coach curling and Kimbell used to 
come out regularly one year. I ’m not sure 
how he f it  it in with all the things he was 
doing,”  said Mr. Maddeford.

Just what was Kimbell doing to earn the 
respect of those who know him?

Kimbell has attended IDCI for the past 
four years and during that timoJie has been 
on the wrestling team in Grades 9 and 10, a 
bench warmer (by his own admission) on 
the football team, on the Reach for the Top 
team, in the United Nations club, he was 
Prom King, won the Kiwanis Citizenship 
Award last year, and helped raise funds for 
the Canadian Heart and Stroke Foundation.

All that and an 80 average.
This was the first year for the outstand­

ing youth award, and according to Canada 
Day committee member Bonnie Mott, the 
decision was an easy one.

"K im bell was the unanimous choice. His 
name leapt out at us as the natural 
recipient for such an award. I ’ve seen him 
in various community activities and he 
always plays a prominent role. We’re proud 
of him ,”  she said.

" I t  is certainly an honor to win such an 
award,”  said Kimbell sheepishly. He w ill 
receive his award, along with a cheque for 
$100 at a special Canada Day ceremony this 
Friday at 5 p.m. in Market Square.

Leanne Ward, deputy prime minister, 
has worked with Kimbell on student council 
this year.

“ He is so enthusiastic about school life.

He won the "Miss Cheerleader" award al 
the athletic banquet. At half-tim eal basket 
ball and volleyball games, he would be the 
one to lead the cheers. It's funny to see his 
face go red from cheering so h r ' " ’ ' 
said.

“ At meetings, he has control without 
having to be loud or boisterous. He has so 
much respect from people. He’s a natural 
leader.”

In doing the Kimbell Sutherland story, 
one doesn’t find any d irt, even in his room.

“ He keeps his room tidy, most of the 
time.”  said his mother, who supports him 
“ 100 per cent in whatever he does, and he 
knows that."

“ Kimbell was lucky. For a small town we 
have a wonderful high school with wonder­
ful teachers.”  said Mrs. Sutherland.

A card-carrying NDP supporter, Kimbell 
says he has always been interested in 
politics and current affairs in general. He 
plans to attend the University of Western 
Ontario in the fall, as a political science 
major.

" I  would love to become Prime Minister 
sometime," he said.

He talks about politics like a politician. 
“ There’s still a lot more progress required 
to achieve social justice in this country. 
There are too many inadequacies," he said.

He’s big on baseball, coaching in Einb o 
Squirt boys softball team, and goes out on a 
limb when he says, “ I ’ ll go on record saying 
that the Montreal Expos will win the World 
Series.”

But perhaps one of the few wrinkles on 
this impressive young man’s resume sur­
faces when the subject switched to hockey. 
“ I'm  a dire Leaf fan,r_said Kimbell.

I guess nobody's perfect.*"" •
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Energized teen wins award
1 By RICK HUGHES

of The Sentinel-Review
I I NGERSOLL -  Kimble 
Sutherland puts a lot of 
faith in his booster cables. 
He has to.

He drives a 1976 Ford 
Torino.

“ It has 160,000, no, 
closer to 170,000 miles on 
i t .  And I h a v e  no 
m e c h a n ic a l  a b i l i ty  
whatsoever.”

For Sutherland, even 
the simple task of getting 
to an interview becomes 
an adventure. But while

his car battery seems to 
need a lot of boosting, 
Sutherland himself does 
not.

T he 1 9 -y e a r -o ld ’s 
energy seems limitless; 
he is involved in just 
about everything from 
coaching minor ball to 
p l a n n i n g  N e w  
Democratic Party elec­
tion campaigns.

All his efforts and ex­
tensive community in­
volvement have made 
Sutherland the natural 
choice for the Chamber of 
C o m m e r c e ’s f i r s t

Outstanding Youth of the 
Year award. He was 
presented with the award 
last night at the town’s 
Canada Pay celebrations..

He has been the prime 
minister of the Ingersoll 
and District Collegiate In­
stitute’s student council 
fo r two y e a r s ,  and 
through that a lot of his 
activities stemmed. He 
was involved in the heart 
fund cam p a ig n , the 
Christmas relief fund, 
Reach for the Top, and 
the United Nations Club.

Z’e t
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He was a hard worker 
for the NDP’s Wayne Col- 
bran in the recent provin­
cial election, and was a 
member of his campaign 
planning committee.

“It’s always an honor to 
receive such an award, to 
be recognized by the com­
munity for what it sees as 
ou tstand ing  ach iev e­
ment.” said Sutherland 
about the award.

Involvement in com­
munity affairs is a recent 
d e v e l o p m e n t  in  
Sutherland’s life.

“ I guess my first thing 
was being a house co­
captain in Grade 11. It 
basically started in high 
school. In Grade 9, 10 and 
11, I was just your nor­
mal, shy, teenager.”

He may have been a 
normal, shy teenager, but 
he has known since Grade 
6 that he wants to be 
Prime Minister.

His ambitions are ad­
mittedly totally political. 
But those ambitions come 
from an idealism and 
c o m m itm e n t to his 
beliefs.

“ I consider myself to be 
a person of principle, and 
feel that principle is more 
important thatn populari­
ty. If you are devoted to a 
cause and work hard at it,

then I believe you can 
convince others.”

FIRST CHOICE
Although he knows 

where he wants to go, he’s 
not yet sure how he is go­
ing to get there.

H e  s t a r t s  a 
undergraduate degree in 
political science and 
history at the University 
of Western Ontario this 
fall, after which he hopes 
pursue a Masters degree.

After that, he thinks he 
might like to teach.

“ I guess teaching would 
be the first chice, hopeful­
ly at IDCI, but I might 
even try journalism.”

Within five years, he 
hopes to have run as a 
candidate in at least one 
e le c tio n , fed e ra l or 
provincial.

His ambitions mean he 
still has a long way to go. 
To get there, among 
many other things, he 
may have to get a new 
car.

And if he does get to the 
top, he’ll have the benefit 
of a chauffeur-driven 
limousine.

“ I don’t care about the 
limousine, just as long as 
I have something that 
runs,” he said.
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Government faces 
balancing act, 

^Sutherland says„

By MARK REID
of iBBersoll This W e e k . y .

There are a lot of things Kimble Sutherland wants to do but being 
health minister is not one of them.

Speaking at last week’s Ingersoll Dictrict Chamber of Commerce’s 
meet your MPP night, the 24-year-old graduate of Ingersoll District Col­
legiate Institute says the province’s New Democratic Party government, 
which swept to power in the September election, has a balancing job 
ahead of it.

Responding to a question concerning the NDP’s commitment to health 
care from Alexandra Hospital’s Dorothy Griffin, Sutherland acknowl­
edged that costs continue to escalate as new medical procedures are de­
veloped and put into practice and hinted if. these services are to continue 
people are going to have to pay.

On a personal note, he said he would like to see more out-of-hospital 
care provided to people who do not require full treatment.

“1’11 just tell you one thing: I don’t want to be health minister.”
Coming into power the new government faces a flagging economy, bur­

dened social services and provincial debt that has grown from $700-mil- 
libn to $2.5-billion.

Sutherland said he was not sure if the new government would spend 
wildly, increasing the deficit. What will be spent and where it will be 
spent will be revealed in next week’s throne speech.

/ ‘As long as we are in a recession, I don’t think we will see that deficit 
tackled,” he said, adding the provincial debt is not unmanageable, but 
the economy must first improve.

He blamed the recession on two things: the federal government’s high 
interest rate policy in its bid for zero inflation, in addition to the tran­
sition period as the Canada-U.S. free trade agreement comes into effect.

'“Those are the realities we have to deal with coming into govern­
ment.”

Acknowledging he did not know whether the free trade agreement will 
benefit Canadians in the long run, he says an investment in post second­
ary education must be made today so benefits can be realized in a future 
global trade environment.

The balancing act the new government must strive to achieve works in 
many factors.

The NDP victory was not an acceptance of socalism, rather the electo­
rate was tired of the previous government’s style. Public imput must be 
sought from the community level, but the government must act responsi­
bly with provincial funds, he says.

Moreover, there is a limit to what governments can spend for services 
and there is a limit to what the government can gain through taxation.

He also touched on the current no-fault automobile insurance policy.
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August 18, 1943, Lieuten­
ant William Evan Suther­
land was the focus of 
attention. On a routine run 
of troop transport between 
Halifax and St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, the ’Lady 
Rodney’, under the com­
mand of conducting officer 
Lieutenant Sutherland, en­
countered submarine in­
fested waters. At 2200 
hours, with a tanker 
blazing to starboard, the 
farm boy from Ingersoll, 
Ontario, prepared to lead 
his staff to safety, assuring 
all persons were cleared to 
boat stations.

August 19, 1943, Lieuten­
ant William Evan Suther­
land was the focus of 
attention. After two solid 
hours of depth charge 
explosions the night before, 
at 1730 hours on August 19, 
he managed to use his 
leadership abilities to pre­
vent an incident which 
could have led to disaster. 
With the alarm sounding 
when a torpedo reportedly 
passed the bow of the ship, 
directly ahead of it, and 
with depth charges shock­
ing the ship for a 45 minute 
period, he managed to set 
an example of courage and 
efficient organization, in 
making it possible for his 
staff to carry on effectively 
during the emergencies 
encountered.

Saturday, February 9, 
1980, Lt. Colonel William 
Evan Sutherland, O.B.E., 
was again the focus' of 
attention when he was 
honored for his tireless 
efforts and contribution to 
the community and count­
ry.

.With standing room only 
at the Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch 119 head­
quarters on Thames Street 
North, Lt. Col, Sutherland 
was presented with a 
plaque in recognition of 
and appreciation of his 
many years of service to 
the country and commun­
ity, by officers of the local 
Legion, and with a plaque 
from the Town of Ingersoll, 
also in recognition of his 
years of service.

Family and friends loud­
ly applauded as he grac­
iously accepted the plaq­
ues.

Annually the local bran­
ch of the Royal Canadian 
Legion honors a Citizen of 
the Year. That distinction, 
however, was felt inadequ­
ate for Lt. Col. Sutherland, 
a veteran of World War I 
and a World War II hero 
who earned the Order of 
the British Empire (OBS) 
decoration for leadership, 
courage and application to 
duty following the August 
ISand 19,1943 incident. The 
O.B.E. is one of the highest 
decorations that can be 
atta ined a nd was presented 
to the Colonel in 1946, by 
Canada’s Governor Gen­
eral.

The citation presented to 
him at that time read 
“ ...events occured which 
called for emergency stat­
ionalarms. Lt. Col. Suther­
land conducted himself in 
such a manner that his 
courage, application duty 
was outstanding in every 
effect...It is felt that Lt. 
Col. Sutherland who was 
officer commanding No. 5 
ship's conducting staff and 
for 18 months, commanded 
all troops and ship while 
serving on the Canadian 
government transport 
Lady Rodney, is directly 
responsible by setting an 
example for courage and 
efficient organization in 
making it possible to carry 
on effectively during the 
emergencies encountered. 
His conduct was exempla- 
mentary of the highest 
traditions of the service. It 
is considered this officer’s 
service merrit the highest 
recognition...”

An evening to honor the 
man who has done so much 
for so many was arranged 
and carried through Feb­
ruary 8. People lined the 
halls outside of the second 
storey room of the Legion 
office where the presentat­
ion of the plaques was 
being made, to steal a 
glimpse and to offer 
congratulations to Lt. Col. 
Sutherland.

C lof Mr)

On September 1, 1943, 
shortly after his courage­
ous adventure during troop 
transport, Lieutenant Sut­
herland was promoted to 
Mayor Sutherland,

Ms army career had 
begun many years earlier 
though, when in 1917 he 
enlisted in the Royal Air 
Force and joined the 
Oxford Rifles Militia fol­
lowing World War L At that 
time he served as a 
lieutenant but was promot­
ed to captain shortly before 
the outbreak of World War 
II.

He entered active army 
duty in 1940, as a Lieuten­
ant, taking advance train­
ing at Camp Borden before 
being sent to the Royal 
Military College for a 
movement control training 
program. Shortly after that 
he was assigned to Em­
barkation Commandant in 
Halifax where he served as 
co-ordinating officer in 
charge of troops on 13 troop 
transport ships, for a total 
of 59 voyages. It was during 
his post here that Lt. Col. 
Sutherland faced emer­
gency situations while 
transporting troops from 
Halifax to Newfoundland in 
mid-August 1943.

In 1943, the Lt. Colonel’s 
wife, the former Bonnie 
Badger, died. With war still 
in full swing, however, 
the Colonel was unable to 
return to his infant daught­
er Jean.



On April 6, 1944, he was 
again promoted, this time 
to the position of Lt, 
Colonel. It was in that 
capacity that he was 

named conducting officer 
on Atlantic troop transport 
runs from Halifax'to the 
United Kingdom, serving 
on 13 ships for over 50 

Atlantic crossings.
Lt. Col. Sutherland’s 

runs included 12 trips on 
the H.M.T. Queen Mary, 
four trips on the lie de 

France and numerous oth­
er trips on various large 
ships. As the number of 
trips increased, he found 
his responsibilities also

Col. Evan Sutherland -was honored by the town of 
Ingersoll and the local branch of the Royal Canadian 
LegionSaturday at the Legion Hall. Tributes were paid to

Sutherland, who earned the Order of the British Empire 
and plaques were presented to him for his service to 
country and community.
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increased and before too 
long, he was responsible 
for the transportation of 
more than troops to and 
from the United Kingdom 
and Canada.

Assignments included 
the transportation of rein­
forcements from Aidershot 
to Dover, thento Calaisand 
to further depots in France. 
German prisoners were 
transferred from Britain to 
Canadian prison camps. 
Before too long he was 
returning wounded Canad­
ian military personel and 
transporting British w ar 
brides.

As the war came to an 
end, his duties included 
returning Canadian service 
units and British prisoners 
of war who had been held 
captive in Singapore and

Hong Kong.
By 1946 he was ready to 

retire from the Canadian 
Army, m a in ta in ing  the 
rank of Lt. Colonel. Follow­
ing the war years he 
re tu rn ed  to O klahom a, 
where he had been employ­
ed from 1920 to 1940, first as 
the m anager of 400,000 plus 
acres of properties, and 
later as a superintendent of 
soil and water conservation 
p ro jec ts  for the U.S. 
department of Agriculture. 

Upon his return he was 
attached to the Inspector 
General’s office at Tinker 
Air Force Base, as the 
a d m in is tra tiv e  inspecto r 
for bases in Oklahoma, 
Texas, Kansas and Miss­
ouri. In 1953 he became the 
base executive at Kansas 
City, Kansas.

Twenty-three-years ago, 
Lt. Col. Evan Sutherland 
returned to his family 
farm, north west of Inger­
soll. The farm boy turned 
hero had returned to his 
native area to retire.

Besides enjoying various 
hobbies at his farm , the Lt. 
Colonel has taken an active 
part as a member of 
Branch 119, Roybl’Cahad- 
ian Legion. He is constant­
ly working within local and 
area schools, promoting 
various Royal Canadian 
Legion sponsored events, 
such as the annual literary 
contest and the upcoming 
public speaking contest. He 
is a strong supporter of the 
Ingersoll and District Cad­
et Army and actively 
supjxirts most youth or­
iented events.

Seven nursing sisters...
Seven nursing sisters 
Who lived in this fair land 
Heard the call of duty 
To serve their country 

grand.
They enlisted in the arm y
On board a ship they 

went
When they saw the  

colonel,
They thought that he was 

heaven-sent.
Some folks thought the 

colonel
To be a stern as he was 

wise
But the seven nursing 

sisters
Saw the twinkle in his 

eyes.
When he would reprim ­

and them
(Sometimes they needed 

it you know)

It didn’t seem as painful, 
when they saw that tiny 
twinkle grow.

He would polish up Uieir 
ego

In the very nicest way
When important people 

came on board
One would always hear 

him say-
“There is someone spec­

ial on tliis ship-
Someone of high degree
To present you to him 

sisters,
Will be a privilege for 

m e” .
They dressed in Uieir 

best bib and tucker
For their colonel they 

would please,
When he introduced them 

proudly
They too, felt like V .I.P’s

Sometimes God gives a 
special gift

When a man’s chosen 
work is done,

The gift of extra time to 
use

His way before life’s 
course is inn

Time to enjoy a daught­
e r’s love

Time to meditate and 
read

Time to reap Mother
Nature’s bounty

From a tiny precious 
seed

On behalf of seven 
nursing sisters

It is a privilege for me
To pay a tribute to “our 

colonel”
I know they would all 

agree. A tribute from
Beta Moffat
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With the many words of 
praise for his accomplish­
ments over the years and 
for his contributions to 
Ingersoll, Lt. Col. Evan 
Sutherland found it diffi­
cult Saturday night to bask 
alone in the centre ring. 
And in his gentlemanly 
fashion, he shared the 
spotlight, praising and 
thanking those who had 
aided him in his various 
courses throughout the 
years, recognizing those 
who also deserved to be 
recognized and sharing 
with those in attendance, 
his memories, his thoughts 
and his hopes for the 
future.

Rather than dwell on his 
own success records, Lt. 
Col. Sutherland chose to 
honor the young people of 
the Ingersoll and District 
Army Cadet Company. As 
well, he cautioned com­
munity leaders of their 
influences and responsibil­
ity to guide today’s youth.

“This branch has whole­
heartedly supported the 
group which has earned 
recognition for its train­
ing,” he began. “Individual 
honors went to Marie 
Lovegrove who was the 
outstanding cadet in all ot 
Ontario, competing with 
over 1000 cadets at Camp 
Ipperwash last year; Nan­
cy Howard and Bev 
Huntley recently received 
leadership and marksman­
ship honors.

Cadets

“Our Cadet companies, 
which are small in person­
nel though excellent in 
quality, in case of national 
emergency may form the 
training nucleus and lead­
ership for many of the 
young people who today 
scoff at cadet training.”

Lt. Col. Sutherland con­
tinued, saying “These ‘sco­
ffers’ lack something vital­

ly important in their school 
and home training, an 
understanding of past and 
present history. Human 
rights rest on human 
dignity and the dignity of 
man is an ideal worth 
fighting for.

"We see warning signs 
forming in the east, which 
could result in a most 
serious emergency deve­
loping world wide and 
which would find Canada 
unprepared to meet,” he 
continued. “ Our proud 
regiments of militia have 
been drastically cut or 
eliminated, including the 
former Oxford Rifles. Our 
navy, merchants marine, 
army and air force sadly 
neglected."

Reflecting momentarily 
on the past, Lt. Col. 
Sutherland said “In the 
first and second World 
Wars, men and women 
were not motivated by 
their own selfish interests 
but rather by the fulfil­

lment of international ob­
ligations and also to 
vindicate the principle that 
smaller nations were not to 
be crushed by the arbitrary 
will of a strong, overmaser- 
ing power in defiance of 
international good faith.

‘Let us
not fo r g e t’

“Let us not forget," he 
stressed, “the constructive 
service rendered in the 
past by men such as Jack 
Herbert, Currie Wilson, 
Gerald Pirie, after their 
war service. They instilled 
in the minds of the youth, 
the importance of militia, 
and cadet training and 
discipline, which are such 
valuable assets not only in 
daily life but so necessary 
in time of international 
tensions such as we are 
facing today".

To the attentative audi­
ence, he said "tonight we

are proud to have several 
outstanding leaders with 
us. Our federal Member of 
ParliamentDr. Bruce Hall­
iday; Mayor Doug Harris 
of Ingersoll and Deputy 
Mayor Jack Warden; May­
or Wallis Hammond of 
Zorra Township. These 
men are a guiding in­
fluence that will inspire in 
the youth of today a 
dedication to the principles 
that motivated the proud 
men of Oxford in past 
years, to maintain the 
traditions and principals 
that made for a strong and 
better Canada.

“The youth of today will 
be tomorrow’s leaders,” he 
cautioned, “and your lead­
ership now will help mould 
their actions. In your hands 
are placed great responsib­
ilities, possibly greater 
than at any period in our 
history and we look ahead 
with anticipation for pro­
grams to meet the physical 
and educational needs of 

our Canadian young men 
and women”.

As well as taking time to 
address the leaders of 
today and potential leaders 
jf tomorrow, Lt. Col. 
Sutherland addressed local 
war brides, in attendance 
at the ceremony.

War brides

“I am pleased to see 
local war brides who were 
part of the 63,000 who 
courageously crossed the 
Atlantic to take up homes 
with their returning hus­
bands during the immedi­
ately after the last war," 
he said. "You ladies are 
truly representative of that 
fine group of war brides 
who have made for a better 
Canada. You exhibited 
great courage and deter­
mination during the dark 
days of the war when 
Britain was so ruthlessly 
damaged by enemy bomb­

ings. An essential require­
ment for good citizenship is 
pride in identity, which you 
proudly possess."

He also praised the 
administrative and nursing 
sister staff from No. 1 
ship’s conducting staff who 
were present at the Satur­
day night affair. He noted 
that Searle Crate, one of 
two nursing sister staff 
members, was awarded 
the British Empire Medal 
for outstanding service 
during emergencies on the 
Atlantic crossings. wl lile 
Reta Moffat led the staff of 
nursing sisters and Red 
Cross workers, “most ef­
ficiently” .

With sisters Jean and 
Helen, brothers Donald and 
John and daughter Jean on 
hand to congratualte him 
and share the ceremony 
with him, Lt. Col. Suther­
land confessed the evening 
to be “most memorable, 
an evening I won’t forget".



Outstanding Citizens
Honored for tow n interest

C .l. u ,  J  r

Doug Carr and Grant Swack- 
j hammer were named the Legion’s 
Outstanding Citizens of the Year 
last week.

A panel of adjudicators consisting 
of Anne McMillan, Mayor Doug 
Harris, Canon Tom Griffin, Jack 
Warden, Ralph Parker, and Leo 
Kirwin, selected the two men in a 
secret ballot vote.

Both men w ill be presented with 
their awards at a banquet planned 
for May 17 at 7 p.m.

BY MICKEY LEBLANC

Legion work applauded
Grant Swackhammer joined the 

Royal Canadian Legion in 1945 
when he was serving with the air 
force in England and 41 years later 
the Ingersoll man still maintains a 
high profile  in the veterans’ 
organization.

Mr. Swackhammer went into 
semi-retirement in 1977 and full 
retirement in 1980.

His nomination as Outstanding 
Citizen was based on long service to 
the Legion, but along with his 
involvement in the Legion, Swack­
hammer helped to organize the 

Grant Swackhammer was also selected as Outstanding Citizen of the 
Year.

Seniors for Health program eight 
years ago and remains an active 
member of the organization.

Swackhammer is now a lifetime 
member of the Legion and 
continues to v is it veterans in 
hospitals and still carries on in the 
Legion executive.

Swackhammer served in the air 
force for just over four years. First 
in Canada at a school near St. 
Thomas for two years. During the 
war he served another two years in 
England as a member of a ground 
crew in Yorkshire County working 

with the 428 squadron.
As a service officer with the 

H illcrest Legion in Ingersoll. 
Swackhammer has helped to look 
a fte r veterans, pensioners and 
widowers and getting people into 
Westminster whenever needed. 
Westminster Hospital whenever 
needed.

While there are a large number of 
veterans taking advantage of the 
services offered by the Legion, 
Swackhammer said he is surprised 
at the number of veterans who are 
eligible for benefits but don’t come 
to the Legion until it is absolutely 
essential.

He pointed out the Legion can 
arrange for a number of services to 
veterans such as VON nursing care, 
wheelchairs, canes and other 
services.

And unless a younger generation 
gets involved in Legion activities 
Swackhammer feels, the organiza 
lion’s future could be poor. But hr 
also feels there w ill always be a 
need for the Legion services and 
younger people w ill become more 
involved.

Born in Aylmer and educated 
mostly in Windsor, the Swack­
hammer family came to Ingersoll 
in 1930. Swackhammer worked at 
the Ingersoll Inn for 16 years and 
retired from there at age 63. He also 
worked for General Motors and 
New Idea Furnace.

Reasons for staying involved in 
the Legion are many, he said 
Tuesday, but his work has mainly 
been because of sentiment, pointing 
out he lost a number of good friends 
during the war. The tradition the 
Legion offers is also a strong force 
behind Swackhammer’s involve­
ment.

His work at the Legion has helped 
to occupy him during retirement 
years, Swackhammer said, and he 
enjoys taping music, speeches, and 
lectures which he can replay at the 
Legion.

He was runner-up to Bob Hill and 
P.M. Dewan in 1975 as Outstanding 
Citizen.
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Doug Carr and Grant Swackhammer

Legion picks two citizens of the year
By RICK HUGHES 
of The Sentinel-Review

INGERSOLL — Grant Swackham­
mer and Doug Carr have been named

cowinners of the Ingersoll Legion 
Branch 119 Citizen of the Year award 
for 1986.

They w ill be honored at a dinner May 
17.

Normally one winner is selected, but 
Legion publicity officer Jack Warden 
said Swackhammer and Carr were so 
close in points that the selection com­
mittee decided to honor both of them.

W arden said there  were f ive  
nominees. The six-member selection 
committee used a point system to 
choose among them.

The judges were Ann MacMillan, 
head of the Legion women’s auxiliary, 
Canon Tom G riffin , Mayor Doug Har­
ris. Ralph Parker, head of Branch 119, 
and legion publicity officers Warden 
and Leo Kirw in.

Carr has been active for many years 
in the Cancer Society. He has been 
treasurer, a fund-raising canvasser for 
the society and he has always helped 
organize the Ladies Great Ride for 
Cancer.

He is also active in the Ingersoll and 
D istrict Horticultural Society.

30-YEAR HISTORY
Besides current volunteer work, 

Carr, 75, has a long history of communi­
ty work. It goes back 30 years to when 
he served on the old Ingersoll recrea­
tion commission, organizing and pro­
moting arts and crafts.

But there’s an irony. He w ill receive 
the award just as he's try ing to phase 
himself out of his many activities. And, 
that includes retiring this weekend 
from Carr’s Book and China Shop. The 
fam ily owned business was started by 
his father in 1921. Carr has worked 
there since 1915.

“ I never expected it. Never dreamed 
of it. I never even gave it a thought.”  
said Carr, adding that Ingersoll is a 
good place to be community worker.

" I ’ve always been a booster of this 
town. I don't think there’s a better town 
in the country. I ’ve always said that if 
there is a worthwhile cause, then this 
town always comes through,”  Carr 
said.

Swackhammer's community involve­
ment also goes back many years. He 
has been a member of the Legion since 
1945. He has been on the Branch 119 ex­
ecutive for the past decade.

ASSISTS VETERANS
His key role at the Legion is as 

veteran's service officer. It is his 
re sp on s ib ility  to assist veterans 
needing medical attention and their 
families. He helps veterans get adm it­
ted to London's Westminster Hospital. 
He also visits patients in the veteran's 
hospital regularly.

Swackhammer. 71. was also a 
founder of the Seniors (or Health pro 
gram at Alexandra Hospital eight years 
ago.

" I  feel real good about it . ”  said 
Swackhammer about the award. "A  l i t ­
tle pal on the head never hurt 
anybody."

Swackhammer. who was runner-up 
for the award in 1975, said he has en­
joyed doing the community work

" I ’m glad I could do it. I like to do 
community work, especially for the 
Legion. I lost a lot of good buddies and 
I'm  carrying the torch for them

Swackhammer and his wife. Mary, 
live on Earl Street.

He held a number of jobs in Ingersoll 
and London before settling in (or 16 
years as bartender and waiter at the In­
gersoll Inn in 1960. He retired in 1977.

Carr and Swackhammer w ill each 
receive a plaque at the banquet.

GRANT SWACKHAMMER, the veteran service officer of the 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 119, is one of the founders of the 
Seniors for Health program at Alexandra Hospital.

(Staff photo by Hick Hughes)



Grant Swackhainmer and Doug Carr were presented outstanding citizens, Jack Warden was on hand for the 
with their plaques for being selected the Legion's presentation.
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0 Two Ingersoll area residents received awards for heroism from the On­
tario Provincial Police last week in a ceremony in London. In the first pic­
ture, Joseph Miles, of Ingersoll, receives a Commissioners Citation from

Deputy Commissioner Jim Szarka. In the secon
of Salford, receives the same award. Both helpe
last year. (Staff Photos)

OPP recognizes two local h
D 

% An Ingersoll man and a Salford 
youth were recognized by the On­
tario Provincial Police for their 
heroism last week.

Lee Eccleston, of Salford, receiv­
ed a Commissioners Citation for sav­
ing the life of a swimmer at Port 
Burwell last year.

Eccleston, 15, pulled 13-year-old 
Tracey Perrin to safety after she 
was overcome by high waves off 
Port Burwell Provincial Park on 
Lake Erie last Aug. 13.

Joseph Miles,, of Ingersoll, was 
also awarded a Commissioners Cita­
tion. Miles and another man. Claude 

Parco of London, pulled a man from 
a burning truck after an accident on 
Highway 401 in North Dorchester 
Township last Dec. 15.

The two were among 13 civilians 
who received awards from the OPP 
at a ceremony held last Wednesday 
in London. The ceremony also 

recogniz
served f
Long S
Medal.

All a
Deputy 
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BY TERESA BURNS

As a child, we all had 
careers we thought we 
wanted to carry out when 
we grew up, For some of us, 
we would do this and others 
would find a different am­
bition in life.

But for one Ingersoll man, 
his childhood dream of be­
ing an actor has come true, 
Dave Talbot, now in his 
early 20’s, has a successful 
career in acting and is 
currently performing in 
Toronto.

David Talbot could an­
swer that question at the 
age of eight, after his first 
experience in theatre. Thus 
began a promising career in 
acting for that Ingersoll boy 

a great success currently 
performing in Toronto;

David is grateful to his 
family for this. He shared 
the stage of The Grand 
Theatre in London in 1967 
production of Oliver with 
three members of his fam­
ily: his father, Jack and two 
brothers Tom and Andy. 
David laughs recalling this. 
He said ‘ ‘it was the most fun 
I ever had in my life.” he 
sang his first solo line in one 
of the musical numbers, 
Food Glorious Food. Two 
years later David joined the 
speech club at VMS.

While at tendinggrade 9 at 
IDCI David was cast in the 

production Camelot, staged 
in Alumni Hall by Purple 
Patches, the University of 
Western Ontario’s musical 
theatre. He played Tom of 
Warrick, a young boy.

David’s interest in drama 
continued to grow and by 
the summer of 1970, he 
became involved in per­
forming Jack and the Giant. 
The play was performed in 
and around Ingersoll under 
the direction of Craig Dunn.

Mr. Dunn taught a thea­
trical arts class at I.D.C.I. 
and the following year 
David won the award of 
Best Supporting Actor in the 
Regional Drama Festival.

In 1971 David was accept­
ed in the Brantford Youth 
Theatre, a school of acting 
funded by the government.

“It was a totally thea­
trical environment" said 
David, “Everyone in the 
school was genuinely inter­
ested in pursuing acting.”

David had other interests 
as well as acting, while in 
high school. He was in a 
band called The John 
Schmeilaber Sextet. He now 
sings with a London Based 
Band called “Dirty Ernie” , 
and in 1976 played with a 
jazz group called Albondi- 
gas.

But his musical roots are 
at home with his family, 
which was “inspired by my 
father, a great singer and 
master of the ukelele.”

David returned to the 
Grand Theatre in Grade 11 
in tittle  Mary Sunshine and 
You’re A Good Man Charlie 
Brown, directed by Don 
Fleckser.

The following summer he 
was a member of the Ont­
ario Youth Theatre in Peter­
borough. He played the 
China man in The Devil’s 
Instrument, written by W.O. 
Mitchell. It was a great 
opportunity for David to 
perform at 'Hie National 
Arts Center in Ottawa. 
Along with the honor of

meeting author Margaret 
Lawrence and playwright, 
Mitchell, this experience 
remained a key factor in 
David’s training.

He then played Nathan 
Detroit in Guys and Dolls in 
a Grade 12 production.

The following summer he 
treated himself to the ad­
ventures of travelling. He 
hitch-hiked to the far north­
west and today credits the 
human relationships in his 
travels with having helped 
his career.
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“Everytime you get in 
another car the play starts 
over. Theatre is a reflection 
of human life. I t ’s my job to 
portray human characters. 
Everytime you meet some­
one it becomes a part of the 
experience that helps to 
interpret a character in a 
play.”

Following Grade 13 David 
combined drama with other 
things. He was employed by 
CIL in Ingersoll.

Again travel remained a 
part of the scenario. David 
has been on two separate

ventures to South America.
David landed his first 

paying job in theatre in 1975 
with a group called All The 
Kids’ Men in London. This 
troupe performed Child­
rens’ Theatre.

•In 1977 he played charact­
ers in The Vaudevillians at 
The Gallery Theatre in Lon­
don. Peter Colley wrote this 
play which soon thereafter 
found success in Toronto at 
Old Angelas, a dinner thea­
tre.

David then toured Oxford 
County doing drama work­
shops for children with two 
o tliers.

“I think this (children’s 
workshops) is very import­
ant. When children can 
work together with their 
creative imaginations, it 
produces a situation where 
the children can express 
themselves by creating 
their own play. ,

“It can also be thought of 
as a teaching method that 
can make text books come 
alive.”

He said this was demon­
strated in TheTree Musket­
eers, an Ecological Play 
performed around Toronto 
for children in 1980.

An important turn hap­
pened in David’s career in 
the summer of 1980 when he 
was accepted into The Hur­
on County Playhouse in 
Grand Bend. The shows 
were all successful and 
were directed to an adult 
audience. He played in Alice 
in Wonderland, Annie Get 
Your Gun, Flicks and Way 
Off Broadway. The London 
Free Press gave good re­
views of the shows.

Way Off Broadway, writ­
ten by James Saar, was 
performed after the main 
show at the caboret in 
another part of the Play­
house. It is a review of 
Broadway hits. The show 
has received critical ac­
claim in The Toronto Globe 
and Mail.

Due to the success of this 
show, James Saar took it on 

to Toronto where David and 
four others are currently 
appearing at Old Angelo’s. 
The show has been running 
for three months and its 
popularity is still strong in 
Toronto.

If you should happen to 
see David Talbot walking 
down the streets of Inger­
soll, he’ll probably only be 
here for a visit - to play 
some tunes with his father, 
to meet with old friend or to 
ski the countryside. But 
he’ll always go back to 
theatre. His career is for­
ever interwoven into with 
his other interests. He 
speaksof itwith satisfaction 
in his voice.

Tliis latest show Way Off 
Broadway, has offered new 
rewards and challenges for 
David.

" I am improving and 
using my skills. Especillay 
in this production because I 
play so many characters.” 
David said he has broaden­
ing my experience and am 
getting good exposure.”

He also adds that a great 
de^l of work and concen­
tration goes into “ the chal­
lenge of keeping the show 
fresh and alive.

“Work is temporary and 
you have to continually 
hustle to get jobs,” he said. 
He plans to continue in this 
field as time rolls on, wheth­
er it be in Halifax or 
Calgary, Toronto or Van­
couver, where there are 
auditions there will be 
David Talbot. Is he con­
sidering this? Perhaps we’ll 
all be lucky to have him 
perform with ITOPAhere in 
Ingersoll. David said if he 

had the time he would like to 
participate. Sometime in 
the future David would like 
to “make an attempt” at 
reviving slapstick comedy 
using original material. 
David said with determinat­
ion and a fine sense of 
humor that one young Ing­
ersoll boy, still has many 
years ahead in the theatre 
On with the show, David! 
Bravo!

iCebrcuar-'y aS,



TAu&QT j  QOMe,

■nJltol . . .

Dave Talbot hi front of old Angelo’s where he has, been performing in ‘Way off Broadway.’
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Local actor gets supporting role in Toronto p
BY MIKE SWITZER

David Talbot has come a long way 
since high school theatre in Inger­
soll.

Talbot, the son of Ingersoll 
residents Jack and Helen Talbot, is 
appearing in the latest production of 

Anne of Green Gables at Toronto’s 
Elgin Theatre.

The play, described by critics as 
one of the most extravagant ver­
sions to date, is directed by Alan 
Lund (who directed the original pro­
duction a t  the C harlottetow n 
Festival in 1965} and features Bar­
bara Hamilton and Gordon Pinsent 
as Manila and Matthew.

Talbot will also be working with 
London-native Jessica Wilson, play­
ing the role of Anne Shirley.

Playing the role of Mr. Phillips, 
the Avonlea school teacher who 
becomes involved in a scandalous 
affair with one of his students, is an 
"interesting exercise,” Talbot said.

“Phillips is a very conservative, 
upstart person. He’s almost a snob. 
It gets interesting when he has this 
lecherous affair with one other girl 
in the class, offering her private 
tutorials. He ends up getting her 
pregnant and infuriating the locals.

“There are some comic moments 
even," Talbot added. “It may be a 
supporting role but it’s really 
something I can sink my teeth into."

A graduate of Ingersoll District 
Collegiate Institute, Talbot said his 

career in theatre began at an early 
age.

“My dad’s an entertainer in his 
own right,” he said. “When I was 
eight years old, my father, two 
brothers and I were in Oliver at the 
Grand Theatre. I really got a sense 
of community out of it, and it was a 
lot of fun.”

He said he became actively involv­
ed in the London theatre scene while 
still a student a t LD.C.I.

“ I did various shows during my 
teen years. The teachers couldn’t 
get me to do my homework after 
that.”

After graduating in 1974 he em­
barked upon the career which has 
brought him to the Elgin Theatre to- 
day: He has appeared as Richard in 

How I Wonder What You Are, Billy 
Bibbit in One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo's Nest, the Artful Dodger in 
Oliver, Percy Thistle in Saskatoon 
Pie and numerous characters at the 
Huron County Playhouse.

Talbot recently appeared in The 
Wait, a motion picture released by 
Man Films, and has completed a 
lengthy run with Second City in Lon­
don.

“ I like to do a  range of things,” he

said, “but I think comedy is my 
strength. I can sing and dance, 
which helps, but comedy is really 
what I do best.”

Until his big break in comedy 
comes, however, Talbot will have to 
settle for roles in major productions 
such as Anne of Green Gables, in



Acting 
her dream

By ARM1TA JANES
Sentinel-Review staff writer

INGERSOLL — As a child, Helen Tatulis, would tell her 
parents: “ I want to be an actress when I grow up.”

But they never took her seriously, said the 13-year-old 
Ingersoll D istrict Collegiate Institute student who won the 
Mary Jamieson Award for best performance by a juvenile at 
the Western Ontario Drama League Festival at Burlington 
last Saturday.

But it wasn’t that Helen’s parents didn’t appreciate their 
daughter’s acting ability.

Her father, Ingersoll lawyer K.P. Tatulis, used to call his 
daughter Sara Bernhardt' whenever she put on one of her 
great performances about being sick.

And her mother “ got a real k ick" out of watching Helen 
parody television commercials.

"1 like to im itate people on TV,11 Helen said. “ I used to 
memorize the commercials and then sit there and act them 

’out.”
The only other acting experience Helen had prior to playing 

the role of deaf and dumb Helen Keller in the Woodstock Little 
Theatre production of the Miracle Worker was a small part, 
that of Matilda, in the WLT production The Effect of Gamma 
Rays on Man in the Moon Marigolds.

How did the g irl who wanted to be an actress from the time 
she was "yay high”  prepare for her award-winning role?

After winning the part, she went home and read the script 
"over and over".

" I  tried to put myself in Helen Keller’s position,”  she said. 
" I  tried to analyze it — how she was feeling and the main thing 
I came up with was frustration.”

She also had gone with her mother to Toronto last 
November to see the Young People’s Theatre production of 
The Miracle Worker.

Playing the part of Helen Keller in the WLT production was 
"super experience” , Helen said, even though her school work 
suffered badly as a result.

The adjustment to more d ifficu lt work in Grade 9, was 
compounded by time lost because she was often too tired to

Helen Tatulis was winner at Western Ontario 
Drama League Festival.
get up the morning after late night rehearsals.

"But sometimes you learn a lot more out of school than in 
it.”  said Helen.

Helen learned a kit from Susan Lowrie of Tillsonburg as 
they drove back and forth to rehearsals in Woodstock.

Susan had taken courses in theatre at university in Banff, 
Alta., she said and “ we talked about acting”  all the time.

Helen also wants to go to university to “ take courses in 
speech, acting and dramatics.”  Both her parents agree.

Because she needs Grade 13 to do this, she w ill make it a 
rule never Io take a part in a play that w ill interfere with 
studying for exams.

Looking to the future, Helen plans to audition for any 
juvenile roles in upcoming IDCI, WLT, or Ingersoll Theatre of 
the Performing Arts (ITOPA) productions.

Further down (he road, Helen -would like to enrol in a 
summer course offered by Theatre London.
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WAR BRIDES

Three women recall horrors of last great war
By BOHN IE HOTT 
for lu firn ll B ill W trt

They were nearly all sick when 
they arrived here 45 years ago 
—some were sick from “ 10 days of 
Heli on the ship", some form  the 
laxative gum that had been sold to 
them as real gum at Toronto, 
many because they were pregnant 
and nearly a ll of them because 
they were homesick.

They had left their homes, par­
ents and a i r  their fam ily and 
friends in Great Brita in  to start a 
new life in a new country w ith a 
new husband whom they often had 
known for only a short time.

I t  was one of the biggest steps 
they had ever taken in (heir lives. 
Some were only teenagers, most 
were in their early 20s and hardly 
any of them had ever been away 
from home before.

They were w a r brides — a name 
that s till stays w ith them after all 
these years. Many came to our 
community and today are an inte­
gral part of our town. Only a soft 
trace of a cultured British accent is 
there to remind us that they didn’ t 
always live here.

MEMORIES OF WAR
The war in the Persian Gulf has 

brought back many memories to 
these residents: Televised a ir  raid 
sirens in Iraq have caused night­
mares in Ingersoll. Painful mem­
ories of bomb shelters, lost homes 
and the constant worry about loved 
ones ha ve a ll emerged.

Marg McSherry lives with her 
husband Joe on Concession Street. 
She came here in 1946 and friends 
s till tease her that leaving Victoria 
Station in London, England, and 
getting off the tra in at Mutual 
Street in Ingersoll must have been 
the ultima te in culture shock.

She left behind her mother and 
father, three grandparents, cous­
ins and aunts in a closely kn it fam­
ily.

In addition to her homesickness 
and loneliness she suffered 
through horrendous feelings of 
guilt because she was an only child 
and had left everyone behind.

However, she had known from 
the time she met Joe there was no 
turning back.

They had a white wedding in the 
fam ily church in Greenford and 
the reception a t the Nelson home 
later. McSherry remembers all 
their fam ily and friends had saved 
coupons for the food and for her 
wedding dress.

Marjorie Thibideau lives with 
her husband Cecil on Raglan 
Street. She came here on the Queen 
Mary in 1946, one of the last lots of 
war brides to be sent over. Her 

husband was s till in London at 
CMHQ.

They met a t a dance in  Epsom 
which is close to her home town, 
Ewell. A friend of her mother’s of­
fered a white wedding gown which 

Thibideau Redford'
had been purchased for her daugh­
ter but neverused.

Again, friends rallied round to 
help with the reception after the 
service a t St. Marys Church in 
Ewell. She le ft behind her parents, 
two sisters and two brothers. 
Those brothers. Fred and George 
Freeman now live in St. Thpmas 
and St. Catharines.

Bea Redford, A lbert Street, 
came to Canada two years earlier, 
in 1944. She had met her husband 
Tom at a dance also.. Her home 

. was in Staines, Middlesex and it  
wasn’ t very long before wedding 
bells were ringing. Redford chose 
a gray suit w ith navy accessories 
and a pink blouse for her wedding 
day atS t. Marys Church in Staines. 
Her husband was. in his uniform, 
she recalls p roud ly ,'

During a two-hour interview, 
memories flowed and emotions ran 
high. There were comparisons and 
contradictions as the three "w a r 
brides" compared the Persian 
Gulf War to "our war” .

TIED IN KNOTS
They al! agreed today's news 

brings back memories they did not 
even realize th^y s till had stored.- 
At firs t they were glued to the tele­
vision set, but after a night of 
nightmares about bombing raids, 
stomachs “ tied in knots”  and find­
ing they were so upset they 
couldn’ t even eat properly in their 
own homes, they soon decided to 
ration their viewing tim e to just 
enough to keep up w ith the current 
news.

“ Why it  had that effect after all 
these years I just do not know" was 
an often heard comment.

S till referring to the news, they 
marvel at how different the 
amount of Information is. This 
tim e you know about it  as soon as it  
happens. "You see it  happen”  they 
comment.

SECRETIVE BEFORE
"Everything was so secretive 

before" says Thibideau. " I  re­

member D-Day. No one knew what 
' was going on, but the troops in

truck after truck were driving past 
us and waving and playing guitars 
and singing and we a ll knew it  was 
something special and we a ll knew 
what it  tnust.be but no one said a

Me Sherry 
a ll the time.

. word to anyone. 
W e  w e r e  
trained to keep 
our thoughts to 
ourselves.”

M c S h e r r y  
lived between 
tw o  a i r p o r t s  
and would see 
VIPs, including 
Churchill, com­
ing and going 

They talked a--b--o--u--t  —the -b-u--z-z-
bombs the V2, the noise they made 
and the terrib le times when the
noise stopped and they knew some­
thing nearby was going to be hit.

McSherry tells of going into the 
bomb shelter one night ahd coming 
out in the morning to find no home.

CROWDED SHELTERS
What was it  like in the bomb 

shelters?
Crowded, obviously. They de­

scribe the Anderson shelter as six 
foot by six foot; on one side a bunk 
between two angle irons; two lawn 
chairs placed so that as you sat 
there your feet would go under the 
bunk, A few supplies were kept 
there and there was always a dish 
o f gum drops Which you were -to 
chew if  the raids got bad. This was 
to keep your jaw  from breaking.

Gas masks were a part of every­
day life  and McSherry recalls hers 
always steamed up at school when­
ever they had to do math. Mc­
Sherry also recalls that while she 
was s till a student, the a ir raid si­
rens went off “ every tim e we had a 
ma th c lass for eight soli d mon ths ".

Thibideau says her mother went 
back to work as a nurse a nd always 
had to walk back and forth to work 
in the dark, wearing a steel helmet 
and carrying a tiny torch. They 
would dart through the night from 
one a ir  raid shelter to another for 
cover.

Redford remembers the horror 
of learning that a German plane 
had swooped down and machine 
gunned kindergarten children 
coming home* from school in 
Greenford.

McSheery listens quietly and ad­
ds: “ I  knew I was there waiting for 
a bus and Isaw it happen."

Redford recalls being out in an 
open field w ith some friends when 
a plane flew over head, “ f t  started 

to dive toward us and then it 
started shooting" she says. “ We 
never ran so fast in our lives. I 
dove fhto some weeds and they 
turned out to be stinging nettles! ”

They think there are many sim i­
larities between the two wars. So 
many civilians were killed in 
" th e ir  w a r" and they a ll remem­
ber what it  was like to have to f it  a 
gas mask onto a baby.

Redford, married in 1941, had a 
son, Tom, in 1942 and a second son, 
Doug, in 1943. She recalls w ith a 
chudkle the baby pram  was always 
parked at the entrance to the air 
ra id shelter while she was hanging 
diapers on the clothes line.

Although they did not know each 
other, they have so many shared 
memories — bombing raids, black­
outs, rations, no sUk stockings, 
nothing from a store ever wrapped 
in bags, the sound o f buzz bombs 
and the whine of the V2s and, sorer 
still, the silence o f the bombs 
which meant they were coming 
down.

“We only had nine slices 
of hard, dark bread a 
week and we had one 
tiny piece of butter ■ 
which we saved for 
Sunday. We had a 

shilling’s worth of meat 
each week and 

something called camp 
coffee’which not many 
people could drink. Our 
clothes were rationed, 

too. We had 26 coupons a 
year and most of my 
friends’ coats were 
made out of army 

blankets. When we got 
into the boat we had our 
first piece of white bread 

in years and they

warned us not to each 
too much fruit at once 

because we had not had 
it for so long.”

All three brides knew whal i l  was 
to be homesick.

Redford was brought over early 
because her mother-in-law was ill 
and the fam ily needed her. She was 
busy with her children and her ne« 
fam ily from the day she arrived

Over the years they raised their 
families, had successful careers 
and contributed in many ways to 
their community.

TO RN B E TW E E N  
CO UNTRIES

This is home now to McSherry 
and Redford, but Thibideau is still 
torn between the two countries

She was in the Women’s Junior 
A ir Corps during the war and now 
her close friend, Joan, along with 
other friends from the corps pul) 
her back to England.

There is definitely one thing 
about Which these Ingersoll resi­
dents'agree: they cannot under­
stand the thinking of peace activ­
ists.

While they a ll agree they should 
have the right to demonstrate in 
this country, they wonder if activ­
ists understand how it is they do 
have that right.

Equaling Saddam Hussain with 
Adolph Hitler, they ask: “ How can 
■you negotiate with someone like 
that?"

Tibideau recalls: " In  England 
we had Neville Chamberlain as 
prime minister and he was deter 
mined to have peace at all costs

"He always felt we could nego­
tiate with Hitler and you know 
what that cost us. So many were 
killed.”

“ We must stand behind our 
troops," they reiterate "We must 
do everything we can to help them 
and boost their mora Ie. ’



Woman’s knitting 
is for strangers

By PHYLLIS COULTER
of The Sentinel-Review

INGERSOLL — No one raises an 
eyebrow when Jean Thompson knits 
another baby bonnet. No one asks if 
she is going to be a grandmother 
again. Her friends know the baby 
clothes are likely for tiny tots she 
has never met.

“I like to make baby things 
because it doesn’t take as long,” she 
quips.

Thompson surprised herself with 
the volume of baby bootees, bonnets 
and outfits she produced this year. 
The doll clothes, men’s and women’s 
sweaters, and children's wear she 
knitted this year overflow from a 
cardboard box where she stores her 
work.

Much of her knitting is to be sold 
at the Presbyterian Church bazaar 
in November. She jokes that she will 
only take a portion of the growing 
bundle of knitted goods to the church 
event this year so as not to lake too 
much of the space.’

Thompson has been knitting 
periodically since she her grand­
mother taught her to knit when she 
was a little girl. This year she knit­
ted like never before. Knitting has 
new priority since Thompson retired 
about one year ago.

For years, Thompson greeted peo­
ple at the 159 Thames St. S. variety 
store which has changed names and 
owners several times recently. 
Thompson counted out children's 
pennies for candy, sold stamps, and 
doled out various sundries to 
customers.

Before that she was also a 
familiar voice as an Ingersoll 
telephone operator until technology 
replaced people in that job.

When Thompson retired last sum­
mer, she picked up the knitting 
needles and soon her basket 
overflowed with colorful clothes. 
She never liked watching television 
so she sits, knits, and listens to the 

radio on lazy summer evenings.
She delights most in making 

things from odds and ends. Some of 
the colorful striped sweaters are 
that way because she gathered a 
variety of scraps to create a rainbow 
effect.

Even the newest sweater she 
made for herself recently came 
from leftovers. Her sister gave her 
some pink wool — enough to make a 
sweater, maybe. Thompson sat 
down to the challenge. The yarn 
disappeared quickly as she came 
close to the end of the sweater. Not 
until the final few stitches did 
Thompson know if she had enough to 
complete the project. She conquered 
the challenge with only inches to 
spare.

She reaches into the bundle of 
sweaters and produces a two- 
colored one. This time, there was 
not enough yarn, so she simply 
made the trim a different color.

Thompson does not like to waste a 
strand of yarn. She made a warm 
winter sweater for her husband 
Harold, for Christmas. She whipped 
up the cardigan in only 10 days, and 
had enough left to make a matching 
doll sweater.
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OBITUARY
Death of John Thompson

The death occured yesterday at the family residence, 
Charles street west, of one of Oxford's oldest residents in 
the person of John Thompson. Deceased, who was in his 91st 
year, had. been a resident of Oxford County since 1847, when 
he engaged in farming in Dereham township. He was born in 
Yorkshire, England, coming to Canada in 1811. At that time 
he remained in Markham township for eight years. Deceased 
came to Ingersoll thirty seven years ago, and has resided 
here ever since. Deceased was a man of splendid physique, 
and despite his advanced years had experienced very little 
illnesses. While deeply interested in municipal matters and 
all other matters making for the betterment of the municipal­
ity, he had never aspired to public office of any kind. He 
is survived by two sons. William and J. B. both of Ingersoll. 
The funeral, private, will be held from his late residence, 
Charles street west, to the Harris street cemetery on Tues­
day afternoon.

Ingersoll Daily Sentinel-Review 
Friday, Dec. 6, 1918*

The Late John Thompson

The funeral of the late John Thompson was held from his 
late residence on Charles street west, to the Ingersoll rural 
cemetery for burial. The services were conducted by Rev. 
Edward Sheppard. The pallbearers were: William, J. B., Wilbur 
and John Thompson, L. D. Monk of Dorchester, and William Stevens 
of St. Marys.



By GABE PERACCIIIA 
Sentinel-Review staff writer

INGERSOLL — A music store operator and a retired teacher 
will be recipients of this year’s Royal Canadian Legion outstan­
ding citizen award.

Ingersoll Legion branch 119 has named Bruce Fleming and 
Ruth Tingle as recipients of the award for their contributions to 
worthy causes in the town of Ingersoll.

Although the Legion’s three judges made their selections last 
VVednesday, Fleming, 34, said he was “quite surprised” when he 
first heard the news from an inquiring reporter Monday.

“ I’m humbled to a degree,” said Fleming, proprietor of the 
Broadway music store in Woodstock. “ It’s nice to be honored for 
the work you do put into the town.”

Mrs. Tingle, who taught in Ingersoll elementary schools for 
many years, said she was not yet prepared to comment on the 

honor.

AWARD BANQUET
The two recipients will be given the awards at a special banquet 

presentation at the Legion building May 5 al 7 p.m.
This is the first year the Legion lias named more than one per­

son as recipient of the award. Traditionally, the Legion has called 
it the “citizen of the year” award. It was presented to Salford 
area farmer Leo Kirwin in 1983 and to business and media ac­
tivist Bonnie Molt in 1982.

However, the format was changed this year so that more than 
one deserving person could be recognized in a single year, Legion 
secretary Chris McLelland said. By limiting the award to one 
nominee in past years, other deserving nominees were being 
overlooked even though they were worthy candidates.

Born and raised in Ingersoll, Fleming has been involved in a 
number of public, charitable and recreational causes in the pas<

contrfeffeos to commwMi^
five years. On the average, he said he spends 15 to 20 hours a week 
in extracurricular activities.

MORRISON AWARD
Earlier this year, he received the Thomas Morrison award, 

named after the late Ingersoll mayor of the 1960s. The award is 
presented annually by the town to a person who makes major con­
tributions to the town’s recreational activities.

Fleming was 1983 president of the Cheesetown Optimist Club, 
which nominated him. His civic posts have included positions on 
the Cheese and Wine Festival committee, the town’s Ontario 
bicentennial committee and the Youth Centre committee. He is 
also a volunteer helper for the Christmas Inter-church relief 
fund, and a performer for the relief fund telethon.

During the past five years, he has served terms as president of 
the old Ingersoll Kinsmen club, president of the Optimists, presi­

dent for three years of the Ingersoll Fastball League, chairman 
for two years of the Cheese and Wine Festival, co-ordinator for 
four years of the Optimist club teen dances.

In sports, he has played for Henderson's Gulf fastball team, 
Cantario industrial hockey team, and has coached a team in the 
Ingersoll women's slow pitch league.

VOLUNTEER WORK
Mrs. Tingle is noted not only for her teaching, but for her 

volunteer work as well. She goes to Alexandra Hospital on a 
regular basis, taking flowers to the sick.

The person who submitted her nomination staled. ‘‘There are 
very few Ingersoll people who haven't been helped in some way 
by this outstanding lady.”

The members of the Legion's selection panel were president 
Max Barker, Mayor Doug Harris, and Rev. Tom Griffin of St. 
James Anglican Church.
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Bruce Fleming has received another honor from the community, this time being 
the recipient of the Legion Outstanding Citizen Award. He shares the distinction 
with former school teacher Ruth Tingle, co-winner of this year’s award.

Outstanding citizens nam ed
BY RON PRESTON

/ Ss

Bruce Fleming, winner of the 1983 
Thomas Morrison Award, and long-time 
elementary school teacher Ruth Tingle, are 
the co-winners of the 1984 Legion Outstand­
ing Citizen Award.

The awards were announced this week, 
with the formal presentation to take place at 
a Legion banquet May 5.

For the 34-year-old Mr. Fleming, the 
award came as “ kind of a shock.”

“ I knew I had been nominated,”  he said, 
“ but I thought I was just one of 10 people,”  
and he wasn’t expecting the award.

Mrs. W.G. Tingle, now retired, taught at 
three different Ingersoll elementary schools 
but “ never dreamed of such a thing in my 
whole life.

“ 1 still don’t think I merit such a great 
honor,”  she said, “ (blit) I ’m very proud to 
be sharing this honor”  with Mr. Fleming.

The two winners were selected by a 
committee composed of Legion executives, 
the president of the Ladies Auxiliary and 
Mayor Doug Harris.

Efforts to improve the quality of life in 
Ingersoll are one of the primary factors in 
determining the recipients of the award.

Last year’s winner was Leo Kirwin of 
R.R. 2, Salford.

The entrants are nominated by fellow 
residents and judged on a point system 
which includes up to 25 points for past 
service to the community, up to 50 points for 
community service within the past year, 
and 10 possible points for service in a public 
office or municipal body.

An additional five points per year may be 
awarded to entries receiving honorable 
mentions in previous citizen of the year 
contests.

Mr. Fleming is past-president of the 
Cheesetown Optimists, a member of the 
Youth Centre committee, the Bicentennial 
committee, plus serving on the Youth 
Advisory Board for Oxford County.

He was also chairman of the Ingersoll 
Cheese and Wine Festival for two years and 
a member of that committee for a number of 
years. He has served on the executive of the 
town’s fastball league for five years, plays 
hockey in the town's industrial league and 
coaches a women’s slo-pitch team.

Many local residents have been the 
recipients of Mrs. Tingle’s knowledge as she 
helped educate several generations of 
Ingersoll’s youngsters before retiring.

She is now a regular visitor to the sick and 
disabled patients at Alexandra Hospital, 
often taking flowers to brighten their days.

The shy, former teacher had not even told 
her friends about winning the distinction as 
she was still “ overwhelmed by the gesture”  
several days later.

Mr. Fleming said, “ it ’s nice to get some 
reciprocation”  from the community.

When asked where he would put the 
award, along with the Morrison Award, he 
replied he had a “ little corner set aside for 
things of this nature.”



Joe Todd was ‘Timmy’ in 1964
INGERSOLL — Friends and family 

often sign a child’s cast in a hospital. 
But not many children have both the 
signature of Miss Teen Age Canada, 
and hockey star Gordie Howe, on the 
same cast.

Joe Todd did.
He was visited by both the beauty 

queen and the hockey star after one of 
several operations he required as a 
result of having polio.

Everyone asked the 11-year-old boy 
which of the two celebrities he liked the 
best. Now, more than 20 years later, he

still will not tell.
He has, however, cultivated an in­

terest in hockey and was on the ex­
ecutive of the first intermediate hockey 
team here.

Todd was a local celebrity himself 
when growing up in Ingersoll. The son 
of Anne and Frank Todd often had his 
picture in the newspaper.

He even appeared on television — on 
The Razzle Dazzle show, and says he 
liked having his chance to “shine.”

Todd was poster child for the Inger­
soll Easter Seal campaign when he was 
nine years old.

He attended banquets and special 
events for the Kiwanis Club. In return, 
members of the club drove him to Lon­
don for therapy and paid for leg braces 
and new shoes.

He says he went through lots of leg 
braces when he was growing up.

“ I’d break them playing baseball or 
tobogganing.”

Leg braces cost about $500 today.
Now that he buys them himself, Todd 

jokes that he takes better care of them.
Todd was the Kiwanis Club’s “Tim­

my” for the Crippled Children cam­
paign in 1964.

BAD NEWS FROM DOCTORS
About that time, doctors told his 

mother, that Todd would never be able 
to walk — ever.

“She didn’t believe them.” She was 
right.

Chances of Todd walking did not look 
bright when he was very young and 
wore two tiny leg braces wired 
together.

But Todd is certainly more active 
than his doctors would have ever 
predicted.

“ I am quite lucky,” he says.
Not taking his luck for granted. Todd 

is very active in community events, 
especially sports.

Doug Harris, Ingersoll’s Mayor, en­
couraged Todd to pursue his sports in­
te rest. Todd coaches M acnab’s 
baseball team with Harris.

Todd started keeping score, moved 

up to managing a team, and then 
became a coach.

Todd also organized the Ingersoll a 
men's basketball league in town, writes 
sports columns and stories for local 
newspapers, and is an active member 
of the Ingersoll and District Sports Hall 
of Fame.

Although Todd, is well known for his 
contributions to sports here, the trophy 
he values the most was presented to 
him by the Kiwanis Club 23 years ago, 
and is in recognition of his contribution 
to the crippled children campaign.

CHAIRMAN OF YOUTH CENTRE
At one point, Todd was the chairman 

of the Ingersoll Youth Centre in the old 
fire hall. That program eventually was 
phased out here; youth centres seem to 
come and go here, he says.

Today, Todd, with a college education 
in retail marketing, is the production 
co-ordinator for Holland Equipment in 
Norwich.



Mr, Toth with one of his rock collections. This cabinet is filled with crystalie rocks. Sample in hand is worth $25/ 

Ingersoll collector says rock^ 
worth their weight in gold’

samples of ordinary specimens p f  rock and fossil samples Mr. | od in Canada. It’s getting belter 
and now has a room full oDTolh lias a fortune tied up tn and bigger every year. Above 

his library resource material, j all else he would like to see his

By ART FRASER
INGERSOLL -i-’Geza Toth, of 

Ingersoll; Jias a rock and fossil 
collection which hef wouldn’t sell 
for its weight in "gold. Whole­
sale price, his collection is 
worth more than $20,000, but 
along with this goes the tre­
mendous amount' of time and 
energy spent travelling through­
out Ontario a'nd many of the 
States to locate rock specimens 
and .fossil deposits.- . . .

Mr. Toth, ‘who began his 
hobby with  ̂a geology course at 
McMaster' University, has been,- 
a collector for over 15- yeprs. 
He started out with a very few

every type found ■ in Ontario. 
.'During the pagt five*years he 

has devoted almost ’all of his 
spar6 time to the study of fos­
sils. Arkona, Ont., a few miles 
from Grand Bend, is one. of ihe 
foremost fossil deposit areas in 
North America.
ARKONA FOSSILS

Mi* Tolli hiakes at least 13 
trips a year to Arkona, The 
fossils ‘discovered there date 
back 370,000,000 years when it 
was believed, that Southwestern 
Ontario was a shallow inland 
sea. In addition to the thousandc

'Old rocks never die — they 
.just slowly petrify' is a saying 

'which fits into Air. Toth's en­
thusiasm for his hobby. He nev­
er fires of the Lime consuming 
effort it takes to collect and 
catalogue and identify the many 
samples he brings home every 
year from his trips. Uis en­
thusiasm for collecting is great­
er than most other people's en­
thusiasm for dessert.

It’s a fact that Air. Toth has 
one of the best ( if not the best) 
collections of the Devonian Peri-

and other collections stay ip this 
country instead of being sold to 
col lectors in the United States.

His collection surpasses most 
museum collections in Canada. 
In fact he sends many of. his 
discoveries to Canadian Univer­
sities and museums. ’ ;
MAJOR TRADERS

At present Mr. Tolh has a 
catalogue of more than 20 ma­
jor traders throughout North 
America with whom he does 
business. He ultimately hopes to- 
set up his own mail order busi­
ness for those interested hi geo­
logical and fossililic artifacts. 

.Anyone interested in geological 
I work is invited to the Toth 
I M I W I H H  ro-m.

SENTINEL 
February
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Fixation with fossils
Story and photography
by MARILYN SMULDERS
of The Sentinel-Review

INGERSOLL — i f  anyone told Geza 
Toth he had rocks in his head, he pro­
bably wouldn’t be offended.

A serious rock collector for most of 
his life, Toth has filled basement rooms 
and an upstairs den with his pieces. 
Along with the help of his wife Magda, 
he operates The Rock Pit in a shop at­
tached to his Ingersoll home.

Toth has, in particular, one of the 
most extensive collections of fossils 
from the devonian period. Life on earth 
was just starting to pick up then. The 
bodies of early life forms captured in 
stone give an idea of what today’s 
animals evolved from. Some of the 
fossils has been lent out to museums; 
others have found a permanent home 
with the Oxford County Board of 
Education for the enjoyment of school 
children.

Toth remembers his fascination for 
rocks starting as a child. Growing up in 
Hamilton, he would gaze in wonder at 
the layers of rock that made up the 
Niagara Escarpment, he said. Later, 
once his family moved to a tobacco 
farm in the Tillsonburg area, he would 
take rock hunting treks through the 

countryside. Colorful stones at the bot­
tom of creek beds particularly in­
trigued him, recalled the 55-year-old.

Wanted the knowledge
Work kept him on the farm when he 

might have been pursuing dreams of 
becoming a prospector or a geologist. 
Years passed before he enrolled in a 
geology and palaeontology course at 
McMaster University in Hamilton.

“ I think I got a lot more out of it than 
the students who were there just to get 
their credit,” remarked Toth, whose 
formal education stopped at Grade 7. ‘‘I 
took the course to listen. I wanted the 
knowledge.”

The course was his impetutus to 
engage on serious digs. He began mak­
ing regular trips to Arkona, near Grand 
Bend, to discover devonian fossils. 
Other favorite locations include 
Thunder Bay, where breathtaking finds 
of amethyst crystals are possible, and 
the Adirondack Mountains in New 
York, where the Toths search for 
herkimer diamonds.

Domestic digs
A dig is a family occasion. The Toths 

load up their camping gear along with 
digging equipment for a couple days of 

work in the sunshine, said Toth.
"When you lift up a rock and spot a 

cavity sparkling with crystals, it’s so 
exciting,” contributed wife Magda, who 
shares her husband’s passion for rock 
hunting. “ It makes you literally 
tremble.”

Toth’s interest in rocks has shifted 
lately from fossils to crystals, which he 
calls ‘‘the flowers of the mineral 
kingdom.” Pieces in his collections 
range from the 25 cent variety to those 
in the thousands of dollars.

Western society puts its highest value 
on diamonds, the hardest crystal of all. 
But Toth believes diamonds are over­
valued, their worth controlled by clever 
marketing. Emeralds, he adds, are far 
scarcer and more beautiful to his ex­
pert’s eye.

This emphasis on crystals and 
gemstones prompted Toth to diversify 
his business to include lapidary, or 
jewelry making. He cuts, polishes and 
engraves stones to suit custom orders 
or for his own satisfaction. He is looking 
forward to doing it full time when he 
eventually retires from Canada Cement 
LaEarge, he said. Magda too makes her 
own unique pieces of jewelry, by wrap­
ping thin strands of gold wire around 
different kinds of gemstones.

‘‘There’s something rare about this 
hobby,” said Toth. ‘‘Sometimes I’ll pick 
up something that nothing else or 
nobody else has seen for literally 
millions of years. It always makes an 
impact on me.”



MIKE TWISS, of Milton and a member of the newly- questions about his rare 1952 AO orchard tractor
chartered 1st Ontario Two Cylinder Club, fielded during Johnny Popper Days.

Plenty of green 
for Popper Days
Stary and photo
by MARK REID
of The Sentinel-Review

INGERSOLL — Noticeably miss­
ing from Buddha ven farms over the 
Civic Holiday Weekend were Snap 
arid Crackle.

But there was plenty of Pop as 
John Deere enthusiasts from both 
Sides of the border gathered for 
JtJhnny Popper Days during which 
the 1st Ontario Two Cylinder Club 
received its charter.

The Budd farm brought a new 
meaning to a field of green as old 
tractors, some only for show and 
some for demonstrations, dotted the 
landscape Saturday and Sunday

Collection of thirty
Howard Budd, who spend 15 min­

utes starting his 1925 Spoker D, says 
participants came from Wisconsin, 
Michigan. Indiana. Iowa. Colorado, 
New York and across Ontario for 
the event.

His Spoker D is one of 15 restored 
tractors in his family's collection of 
30. It stalls on gasoline, but once 
running kerosene, diesel and a half 
a dozen other fuels can be used to 
power the machine.

A unique tractor on display was 
a 1952 AO orchard tractor, owned by 
Mike Twiss of Milton.

During its production between 
1949-53. only 1,200 rolled off the line, 
and rarer so, is one like his which 
represents 25 per cent of total pro­
duction.

Stealth-like appearance
The tractor is streamlined with 

sheet metal, giving it a stealth-like 
appearance.

Twiss, a machinist and welder by 
trade, purchased the tractor four 
years ago at an auction in Michi­
gan. He first showed the tractor in 
Waterloo, Iowa — home of the John 
Deere — three years ago after a 
rush restoration job.

It was the only such tractor on 
display.

“ I’ve never seen one sold or fixed 
up,” he says, noting the machine is 
valued at $10,000. “ Not that I’d sell 
it for that.’’

In addition to static and working 
displays, John Deere toy collectors, 
crafts and activities were all part 
of the weekend.

I J c  W /VE l ’
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Woman postie takes it in stride
By ARMITA JANES 

Sentinel-Review staff writer
INGERSOLL — A 46-year- 

old grandmother last month 
became In g e rso ll’s f irs t  
woman letter carrier.

Jean Uncer says residents 

The town’s first woman mail carrier, Jean Uncer, on the job.

on her route—Towerview 
and Centennial Park sub­
d iv is io n s ; W adsw orth , 
Holcroft and Whiting streets; 
Culloden Road and Clark 
Side Road—now are used to a 
woman delivering their mail, 

but she still rates stares from 
people in cars.

“ Oh! Look—a woman,11 
she hears them say.

Women le tte r ca rrie rs  
dress like postmen, except 
that they wear jaunty

brimmed hats rather than 
caps.

Most people seem to think 
it is “ prelly wonderful”  that 
a woman has tried, and is 
able to do, what has been 
traditionally a man's job, 
Ms. Uncer said.

Even her husband thought 
it might be too difficult, she 
said, but she found it easier 
than her former jobs at 
Essex W ire, Swifts and 
working as a sales clerk.

It is cleaner and healthier, 
she said, and there is no one 
standing over you all the 
time.

Even dogs are no problem 
to Jean Uncer as she makes 
her daily rounds from 7:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

“ Most people know what 
time you are coming, and 
keep their dogs tied up," she 
said.

But while the work is not 
loo difficult for a woman, the 
town’s first woman letter 
carrier has found you need a 
good memory, good walking 
legs and a sense of humor on 
the job.

She was surprised to find 
how much contact a letter 
carrier has with people.

“ They come to the door 
when you deliver the m ail,”  
she said. “ And some people 
are standing waiting every 
morning.”

Jean Uncer said her male 
counterparts at the Ingersoll 
Post Office seem to have 
accepted her—probably 
because she had met many of 
I hem when she worked at the 
posl o ffice  during the 
Christmas rush, or at the 
legion. (She is president of 
the Lad ies ’ A u x ilia ry  to 
Royal Canadian Legion, 
Branch 119).

A member of Ihe 
A uxilia ry ’s champion dart­
throwing team, Jean Uncer 
la te ly  has gotten more 
practice aiming letters in 
mail boxes than darts at 
targets.

Her new job hasn’t left 
much time for practising, 
she said, something that w ill 
have to change because the 
team competes in the 
p rov inc ia l com petition in 
Oshawa Sept. 9.
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Town honors volunteer citizens

Fourteen Ingersoll citizens 
. were singled out Sunday by the 

town for .their efforts on volunteer 
‘ municipal' organizations in past 
\ years.

At a special banquet present- for the special events committee
r ation at the Ingersoll Golf /and 
' Country Club Sunday the men Marshall, for service on the
; and women who have served on 
■ the various committees, com- 
; m issions and boards were 
; honored for their service and 

presented • with an engraved 
' plaque/ ' ./ ’ j.
’ Included in the group were. 
; Andrew .VanDyk, R.W. Hutch­
j ison, Donna Picard, Jill Christie, recipents for their service. Guest 
■ L inda’Turner, Peter Berghuis, speaker Harry Parrott, Oxford 

Eugene Mabee and Helen Talbot, ; MPP gave a brief address and 
’ who have served on the Ingersoll urged the citizens to continue in

day nursery board; Allan Ward, 
former chairman of the Ingersoll 
planning board; Basil Bannon 
and Albert Duvall, for the 
recreation committee, Don Cole, 

and Sid Underwood and Doreen 

library board.
Of the group Mr. Underwood’s 

volunteer contributions to the 
town was the longest with 18 
years on the libraryi board.

Mayor Gordon Henry pre­
sented the plaques bearing the 
town insignia and lauded the 

their roles as lay advisors on : 
municipal organizations.

Citing ' the accomplishments 
and the contributions of volunteer 
workers Dr. Parrot suggested 
that their involvement is an 
intregal part of municipal life.

Chairman Marian Coyle of the 
municipal services committee 
which sponsored the event 
indicated the day was successful.

“We. feel that the day was 
excellent and I hope this type of 
recognition becomes a tradition 
in our town,” said Coun. Coyle.J 
“The response was tremendous 
and it is a fitting tribute to the 
people who have worked so hard 
in volunteer capacities.’*

Responsible for organizing the

LLoonngg--ttiimmee lay /  volunteer on several town* municipal* 
organizations, Sid Underwood was one of 14 people honored fora,...?
their contributions to public life at a special event Sunday. An^
18-year member of the library board. The banquet was held, at 
the Ingersoll Golf and Country Club.

Kactivities Coun. Coyle expressed 1 
appreciation to individuals who ; 
helped with the event. Council j 
members and their wives ’ 
assisted with the entertaining 
and handled welcoming duties. 
At the dinner, held shortly after 1 ; 
p.m. Coun. Coyle gave a welcome . 
to the guests and following the/ 
meal Coun. Doug Harris in tro - : 
duced Dr. Parrott,

Following presentation of the 
town plaques Don Cole gave a . 
response on behalf of t h e . 
recipients and thanked council: 
members and other committee 
members who had assisted them 
during their service.

-



Sid Underwood



Veteran recalls
years at the front

By JOE KONECNY 
Sentinel-Review staff writer 
INGERSOLL — Sid Under­

wood is a lemon pie lover like no 
other.

His three-year stay on the 
French battle front during the 
First World War was marked by 
an insatiable urge for the sweet 
treat.

‘ ‘ I wanted a piece of lemon pie 
so b a d ...” that Underwood 
continually informed his 
overseas correspondents of his 
unique hunger pang.

And when he arrived home 
from the war April 25, 1919, his 
dessert /iream finally came 
true.

War-end festivities on the 
main streets of Ingersoll had 
just ended and Undenyood was 
taking his place in a Model T 
Ford for a ride home, when his 
mother-in-law stooped to his 
side and presented him with a 
lemon pie.

“ I gobbled the whole thing up 
as soon as I got home,” 
Underwood said.

“War makes you appreciate 
your loved ones at home.”

Underwood’s memories of the 
war were especially fresh this 
week

On Oct. 28, 1916, the well- 
known musician was a member 
of the 1,000-strong 168th 
Batallion ushered to the battle 
front in France.

OXFORD’S OWN
“ They called it Oxford’s 

own,” Underwood recalled 
during an interview on the 
anniversary of the momentous 
day.

Asked what special thoughts 
he conjured up on Tuesday, 
Underwood said, “I t’s all just 
part of the big story.”

“But I’m thinking about the 
guys that didn’t come back.

“ I think now how all that time 
J could have been crippled,” he 
added, noting the numerous 
occasions he was a near miss for 
bombs and bullets.

“1 don’t think you can glorify 
w ar...it’s a hell of an ex­
perience...but there are some 
good memories.”

Today, the one-time com­

munity leaderOiow 84 years old, 
leads a healthy life in his Hall 
Street home. A

He’s the only surviving 
member of Company B, an all 
Ingersoll delegation which 
fought along side Company D 
from Tillsonburg and Company 
A, headquarters.

Underwood’s 21-year ef­
ficiency award “for not getting 
caught” is kept with other war­
time memorabilia Underwood 
keeps in his sun room.

Reminising about his entry 
into the army comes hand-in- 
hand with thoughts about 
Ingersoll’s involvement in the 
war.

JOINED UP
A 19-year-old Underwood — 

whose regimental number was 
675353 — was one of the 353 men 
who “ quit their jobs and joined 
the service" after the local 
recruiting office opened.

Considering the office had 
opened only 23 days earlier, 
Underwood said that’s “an idea 
of how strong war fever was 
here” .

“Some boys lied to get in the 
ar my...it was the life to them,” 
he added, noting several 
families who later wrote to 
arm y headquarters and 
revealed the true ages of their 
children.

Gruesome stories of Canadian 
troops’ demise overseas en­
couraged many young men to 
sign up with the army, he said.

“Why not sign up...I wanted to 
go because if they take your 
country you’ve nothing...w ar 
fever took a hold of us and it 
grew and grew and grew.”

"I signed up as a nothing and 
they asked me what 1 did in 
civilian life and so they found 
out I was a coronet player and 
sent me with the band.

“They put you where you 
fit...that’s the arm y,” he added, 
marvelling on the maturing 
system used by army officials.

TALENTS
Ulf Scott was his band master. 

Underwood had played first 
horn with the local Salvation 
Army band before joining the 

army and Scott soon recognized 
his talents and “pushed me 
along” .

Once the the army band was 
organized it conducted 
numerous concerts in the 
Ingersoll-Woodstock area.

“We got our (arm y) training 
in a milder way (than most 
recruits).”

Prior to becoming a band 
member and after a casual 
army training session held in the 
old Charles Street church, 
Underwood was stationed to an 
open field camp north of 
Woolsley Camp, near London.

At Frances Camp the hard 
work started.

The most memorable work­
out came when the local troops 
broke camp and marched vir­
tually non-stop through 
Thamesford and Ingersoll to 
Woodstock.

The soldiers’ stamina test 
through several “black muck” 
swamps was pleasently in­
ter upted by the kindness of 
various church congregations 
along the way which served 
them meals.

HARDENING
“ It’s a hardening process,” 

Underwood said of his long trek.
The soldiers completed the 

trip at a rate of 110 paces per 
minute. They’d march for 50 
minutes, then rest for 10.

But churches weren’t the only 
institutions to express their 
respect for the recruits.

While m arching between 
Ingersoll and Woodstock, the 
Beachville-based Nielson’s 
company provided many 
soldiers with a cool glass of 
milk.

And various women's groups 
were courteous too.

“Those women in Salford did 
wonders for us,” Underwood 
said, recalling a humorous event 
which occurred while troops 
marched through the hamlet.

Early in the training process, 
soldiers had not yet received 
their army-issue boots and they 
wore street shoes, he said.

One rainy night, about 150 
soldiers marched to Salford and 
a ladies group there offered 
them a warm resting place and
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Professional Debut In London, 
England, For Ingersoll Pianist

' Do^en Uren, daughter of 
, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Uren, 
! Charles Street West, will make 
rher professional' debut in 1/on- 
i don, England orfiSaturday, June 
' 17. 'J
I J ■

i The talenlcdUpianisl has re- 
: ceived acelairri7 across Canada 

wherever she has performed.
Very well known here where 

t she attended Victory Memorial 
Public School and the Ingersoll 

i District Collegiate Institute, her 
career has been followed with 
sincere interest by the towns­
people.

After graduating in Juno of 
1955 from Uhe collegiate where 
she was not only an honor siu- 
dent but an active and popular 

'participant in all school aeti- 
rvitics, Miss Uren went to Tor- 
■onto.
1 Doreen started studying piano 
|a t  the age of seven, with Mrs. 
> Ewart Bartley as her teacher. 
’A year later when her teacher 
Il 1’eft Ingersoll she started to 
]study under Mrs. Allan Horton 
(and al Ihe age of 14 graduated 
from (he Boy al Conservatory 
of Music, When she was only 18 
she won (he top scholarship at 
the Kiwanis Music Festival in

During these years 
lion to her school §tut^e^ and^ 
piano work with MfS. 'Horton,4 
Doreen was also a pupil of tlfe/ 
renowmed Mona Bates of Ton? 
onto.

She went to Toronto in 1955 to;. study further with Miss BalesT 
and joined the piano faculty of 
the Royal Conservatory of Mus-' 
ic.

Miss Uren has played in many । 
centres across the country. She’! 
has performed with (he Metro-.., 
politan Orchestra of Toronto'; 
and with (he London (Ontario)i 
Civic Symphony Orchestra. In 
spring of 1960 she has made 
her professional debut al. E a t- ; 
on Audi tori 11m in Toronto,

Just last week Miss Uren pre- ’ 
sented a concert in Galt af the - 
request of a former Ingersoll t 
man, Ewart Bartley, husband of ‘ 
her first teacher and in return 
when she icons on the stage in 
London England, Mr. Bartley' 
will be in ihe audience there, „ 
He is a former organist of Trin- j 
Uy United Church 'here. One of • 
his own compositions has been.' 
included in Miss Uren’s prog- ' 
ra tn, :

Actually (he number of peop­
le from Ingersoll who will be 
present Io hoar one of their 
own townspeople perform Ihous- ‘ 
ands of miles from home is i 
amazing. Besides Ilie artist’s .

HANDBILLS, bearing the 
picture of an Ingersolle girl, 
are posted in countless places 
in London, England, a n d  
neighboring towns. Talented

pianist, Doreen Uren, who 
will make her professional de­
but there later (his month, 
■is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold Uren, Charles 
street west.

FROM CANADA

mother. Airs. Harold .Ur^n, i t .  
is understood that Mr. and Mrs. j 
Thomas Jackson. Miss Pearl 
Eishleigh, Miss Olive Bradford 

land Mrs. Norman Barnes wiil  ̂
also be there.

Miss Uren will prescnl the’ 
same program in Toronto to­
night June 6.

She has also been em.’.;t'."''l 
1 Io play at Hari House ii> Ovt- 
; olmr.

1 -----*----
EbOQUENt’E SKILL

; We were introduced al Wigmore 
'Hall on’ Saturday to a young 
! Canadian pianist, Doreen Uren. 

whose career should be watched
i with interest? She.has a lively per­
sonality to ensure interesting inter- 

, pretations and' 41 strong. accurate 
■ technique'to put them into ellcct. 
। A very musical player, she 
brought out the contrasting nionds 
of Mendelssohn’s ” Variations 
Scrieuses,” which she played affec­
tionately.

Like many players with an ellort- 
less technique, she is apt to indulg' 
in excessive speed. J bis happene

. in Liszt’s arrangement of Bach’s 
organ Fantasia and Fugue in (» 
minor and in the first movement t of Beethoven's " Waldstein ” ■ 
sonata, where the second subiecl । 
made little impression. I

She gave an eloquent account of 
Ireland’s “ Island Spell” and] 
showed the skill of her finger-work 1 
in the exciting dynamics of Vdla- 
Lobos’s “ Polichinclle ” and Sauer's 
“ Musical Box.” D. A. W. M. SePTtMEU



LD.C.L student wins national award
BY MIKE SWITZER

An Ingersoll District Collegiate In­
stitute student beat out 59 other 
nominees to take the Paul Moreland- 
Copp Clark Pitman award, a na­
tional award for excellence in 
business education.

Carla Van Beek, 18, received a 
$1,000 cheque, a plaque, and a 
business textbook at a presentation 
at the Elm Hurst Inn Monday.

She had been nominated by her 
business instructor Ruth Stephen­
son.

“Carla is an excellent student,” 
Stephenson said, “She’s creative, 
very mature, and incredibly involv­
ed in her community, the church, 
everything.”

Marion Elliott, managing editor at 
Toronto-based Copp Clark Pitman, 
said the selection process was based 
on essays, employment records, per­
sonal qualities, and academic 
achievements.

“ In every single category, Carla 
exhibited a high degree of ex­
cellence,” she said. “ It’s a pleasure 
to recognize such a fine student.”

The award is dedicated to the 
memory of Paul Moreland, a former 
author, business teacher, and prin­
cipal at a Toronto business school.

Van Beek said she was “shocked” 
to discover she had won the competi­
tion.

“ I wrote the essay without expec­
ting to hear from them again,” she 
said.

She intends to invest the prize 
money in a guaranteed investment 
certificate.

Carla Van Beek accepts a $1,000 cheque from Marion Elliott, managing 
editor at Copp Clark Pitman. Carla placed first among 60 contestants in a na­
tionwide business competition - the Paul Moreland opp Clark Pitman Award. 
(Mike Switzer photo)

“That’s what I usually do,” she 
added.

Van Beek has been accepted in the 
adm inistrative and commercial 
studies program at the University of 
Western Ontario. She will begin 
studies in the fall.
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CARLA VAN BEEK

iDCi grad wins national award
INGERSOLL — Ingersoll District 

Collegiate Institute graduate Carla 
Van Beek has a theory: students 
who are successful in sports or aca­
demics tend to be good at every­
thing.

And she is the classic example.
Van Beek received the Paul 

Moreland/Copp Clark Pitman 
Award for outstanding achievement 
in business studies, presented re­
cently at the Elm Hurst Inn.

The award included a book from 
Margaret Moreland May and a 
$1,000 cheque from Copp Clark Pit­
man.

Competing with the Ingersoll stu­
dent were 60 students from across 
Canada.

Van Beek explained the applica­
tion process was lengthy — a nom­
ination form had to be filled out by 
her accounting teacher. Then came 
the formal application which listed 
academic records, employment his­
tory, leadership in extracurricular 
activities and plans for the future.

The fun part of the application for 
Van Beek was the essay on the three 
most important qualities for a busi­
ness professional.

Where most applicants wrote a 

straight, “I think the three most im­
portant qualities a re . . . ” the Inger­
soll student wrote from the point of 
view of a person who had enjoyed 
a long and successful business ca­
reer. ‘‘It was like my final testimo­
nial,” she said.

Her essay will be published in the 
magazine Memo in September.

At a time when higher admission 
standards have made many local 
students nervous about where they 
will attend university, Van Beek has 
been accepted at the University of 
Western Ontario in administrative 
and commercial studies.

She has received a scholarship 
from the university covering tuition 
fees of $2,000 per year for four 
years.

The difficult decision was 
whether to choose a science or busi­
ness program, she said. Her two 
best subjects were accounting and 
biology, with an overall average of 
96.5 per cent.

In addition to excelling in aca­
demic studies, Van Beek plays pi­
ano, enjoys field hockey and soccer 
(and is a member of the Ingersoll 
Flyers) and teaches swimming.
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Two Ingersoll Scouts receive prestigious 
i'A LIZ I >AI >S< i \

T im  I t tg iT s o l l  D is t r ic t
L.iififmdt.T Scouts received the

most prestigious award available 
to them in the Scouting move­
ment during a ceremony al the 
Trinity United Church, Ingersoll, 
last Wednesday night

V o  ha i l W’ln t v r o f l . w ith  the  1st S ta t f o r d v i lk  S cou ts , re ce ive s  the  C h ie f 
S u n l 's  \  it a 111 a l t in- (1 r r e n  V a lle y s  K e ^ im i ( h ie f S c o u t's  A w a rd s  c e re m o n y , 

I a t  I la iK m i pho to  I

B J. Van Kooten and John 
Walden were presented with the 
Chief Scout’s Award by provin­
cial commissioner Hugh Robert­
son.

A large crowd watched as 
Pathfinder Scouts from the 
Green Valleys Region, including 
Brantford, Port Burwell, Straf- 
fordville, Burford. Kitchener, 
Cambridge, Eiora. Guelph and 
Woodstock, stepped forward to 
receive their awards.

Queen’s Venturer awards were 
also presented to Venturers from 
New Dundee, Cambridge and 
Woodstock.

Jane and Mary Ellen Muterer 
of the Ingersoll Pipe Band piped 
in the Scouts. Venturers and 
d ig n ita rie s  to begin the 
ceremony

David Fallows, regional com­
missioner for Green Valleys 
Region, spoke of the "fantastic" 
array of youth in attendance 
"Every year it gets stronger and 
bo lde r.”  he said “ You’ ll 
remember this night for the rest 
of your lives."

Members o f the cast of 
"O liver”  from Ingersoll District 
Collegiate Institute performed 
four songs from the show, pro­
viding spirited and highly- 
talented entertainment.

Milt Miree, district commis­
sioner for Ingersoll District, 
outlined the Chief Scout’s Award 
which was inaugurated tn 
September. 1973 by Governor 
General Roland Michener in his 
capacity of Chief Scout of 
Canada.

Michener was greatly impress­
ed by the many projects through 
which Scouts rendered service to 
others and helped to improve the 
natural environment and he felt 
that such acts should be specially 
recognized.

A Scout’s training begins with 
the basics in all aspects of the 
Scouling program, leading first 
to his investiture to the B.P 
Woodsman Badge

The Scout becomes actively in­
volved in a training scheme in 
which he earns a number of 
achievement badges from four 
general programs categories. He 
becomes a Pioneer Scout after 
completing to the bronze level, a 
Voyageur Scout after completing 
the silver level, and then a 
Pathfinder Scout after attaining 
the gold level.

Requirements for the Chief 
Scout's Award include communi­
ty service, camping, hikes, per­
sonal development and public 
service. All training for these 
achievement badges involves not 
only skills development but also 
the organization, planning and 
leadership required to carry out 
the activities

After the completion of all 
these re qu ire m en ts , the 
Pathfinder Scout must still be 
recommended for Ihe Chief 
Scout's Award by his peers and 
the recommendation must be en­
dorsed by his leaders and his 
district commissioner.

P ro v in c ia l com m issioner 
Robertson, after presenting the 
awards, noted the “ wonderful 
sp irit" at the ceremony.

"Pathfinder Scouts, you are all 
achievers," he said. "There are a 
lot of critics in this world. Expect 
c ritic ism . Being a success 
doesn't always mean you’ll suc­
ceed the first time. It's ail in how 
you look at things."

He said what the Scouts did 
during the ceremony is publicly 
prove they are winners, achieves 
and people who will succeed,

“ Take tonight, tuck it away in 
your memory and when someone 
starts criticizing you, take it our. 
rub it and remember this night. 
You’re a winner."

He also urged them to 
remember they are not alone in 
life. "Believe in yourself and 
believe you never have to walk 

alone. We always have God with 
us.”

Venturer Ian Stevens of 
Woodstock also spoke, outlining 
the many friendships made at 
camps and jamborees.

“ Lord Baden-Powell gave boys 

Ingersoll Scout B. J. Van Kooten receives the C
vincial commissioner Hugh Robertson during
Chief Scout’s award ceremony. (Liz Dadson p
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Local girl enjoys trip to U.S.
on Odd Fellows Pilgrimage for Youth

BY MIKE SWITZER

Times Square is not a square and 
the white house’s “ red room” has 
hot pink walls that don’t match the 
furniture.. ,

These were but two of the observa­
tions made by Angela VanLanen, a 
17-year- old Ingersoll District Col­
legiate Institute student who recent­
ly travelled to the United States on a 
tour sponsored by the Independant 
Order of Oddfellows.

VanLanen said she had not been 
on a similar trip before in her life. 
Her travel group included 45 young 
people from Manitoba to the 
Maritimes.

“We all became quite close during 
the trip,” she said, “and it was hard 
leaving them when we got back to 
Toronto.”

Travelling by bus, the group 
began their journey in Toronto. 
Their route progressed through Ot­
taw a, Gettysburg, Washington, 
D.C., Delaware, Philadelphia, New 
Yorii, and back to Toronto.

Washington was VanLanen’s 
favorite city on the tour, she said, 
and she would like to return some 
day.

“We didn’t have nearly enough 
time to see the Smithsonian, but the 
Archives and the Capitol buildings 
were great.”

Arlington Cemetery and the Viet­
nam Memorial were especially 
memorable, VanLanen said.

“I was really surprised at all the 
names on the Vietnam Memorial. It 
blew my mind. The names just keep 
going on and on. Arlington was also 
amazing. It was so quiet. You felt 
something when you were at those 
two places, a certain awe and 
respect.”

Vanlanen was not as impressed 
with the interior of the home of U.S. 
president George Bush.

“ I thought the White House was 
really gaudy. Nothing matched,” 
she said. “The Red Room had hot 
pink walls, and the furniture was 
red.

“I like my house better,” she add­
ed.

Travelling around New York City 
was an “experience,” VanLanen 
said. „

“I can’t say I was terribly im­

pressed. I think I saw grass three 
times. The garbage on the sidewalks 
smelled, and we had to travel in 
groups. A lot of us were tense.

“We saw quite a few homeless 
people. That was really sad in a way. 
To see the nice buildings on Park 
Avenue and the poor people right in 
front. It’s strange.”

The group toured the United Na­
tions, World Trade Centre, and the 
Empire State Building, as well 
Times Square and a number of city 
parks.

“I’ve no idea why they call it 
Times Square,” she said. “ It’s not a 
square at all. I was also surprised by 
what they call parks. They were all 
cement surrounded by chain link 

Seventeen-year-old Angela VanLanen recently took a trip to various sites in 
the United States, courtesy of the Independent Order of Oddfellows. (Mike 
Switzer photo)

fences. If a kid fell off the swings. 
he’d get really hurt.” M

The elevator at the Statue of . f 
Liberty was broken when the bus a r - -  - 
rived, but a few of them took the 
stairs up to the crown. One of the ,» 
island’s more pleasant features, 
VanLanen said, could be found at the . 
Lady’s feet.

“There was grass there.”
VanLanen said the trip gave her a 

deeper appreciation of history, as 
well as a chance to make 45 new 
friends. She added that she would 
return whenever she had a chance.

“ I had the time of my life,” she 
said. “ I’m incredibly grateful to the 
Oddfellows, and would recommend 
this trip to absolutely anyone.”



Y este ryea r9 the subject o f
calendar drawn by Ingerso

R a y  Van Mierlo
BY C. J. CLARK

It is a new year but 
yesteryear is the subject of 
a 1980 calendar drawn by 
Ingersoll a rtis t Ray 
(Remy) Van Mierlo.

An area insurance com­
pany commissioned the 
local artist to do the 
calendar and he logged 

n about 150 miles tracking 
P down 12 historic sites. The 
K number 12 is significant not

Sb

only because there are 12 
months in the year but the 
Thames ford Insurance
company has 12 agents.

Each agent chose a 
historical site in their area 
and Van Mierlo depicted 
them in his drawings. It 
involved a little more than 
a month’s work for Van 
Mierlo. He did some on 
location drawings and 
worked in details with the 
help of photographs.

Thamesford, Embro,

Brownsville, Ingersoll, Mt. 
Elgin, Harrington, Dor­
chester and Nissouri are 
among the places included 
in the calendar.

This calendar not only 
exposes Van Mierlo to the 
area history but it also 
enables him to stop the 
hands of time. One drawing 
of a homestead in Browns­
ville, had recently been 
purchased. The buyers 
have changed the face of

the building, but with pen 
and paper, Van Mierlo had 
immortalized it, as it was.

Van Mierlo was born in 
Holland in 1939 and started 
painting at age 10. He 
emigrated to Canada in 
1959 and took a long route 
to Ingersoll and his art 
gallery on Thames Street.

He worked construction 
in London for two years 
and then did display work

and advertising wi
large department sto
was in 1961 he cam
Ingersoll and starte
own commercial art
ness. As time progr
he spent more time wi
art work and less tim
the business side o
commerical art busin

♦
§ 3 ca.



I Ray Van Mierlo was commissioned to draw a calendar for 
an area insurance company and the result for the new 

year 1980 calendar are pictures of yesteryear in the area 
Twelve drawings of Ingersoll and area are featured.
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Calendar preserves landm
In an age of modernization 

and tim e-savers, it is 
pleasing to come across 
calendar art which seeks to 
preserve for posterity, local 
landmarks and buildings, if 
only on paper.

Remy (Ray) Van Mierlo, 
an Ingersoll artist, who is 
well known for his Com­
munity Im pressions sket­
ches, is putting together a 
1981 calendar featuring farm 
buildings and mill houses. 
Such buildings are leaving 
the area very quickly, either 
by being tom down or by not 
being used, Mr. Van Mierlo 
said.

It is his second calendar 
for a Thamesford insurance 
company, the Oxford Fire 

and Mutual Insurance 
Company.

Last year 1,500 copies of a 
calendar depicting Oxford 
landmarks were so popular 
the volume was increased to 
2,000 for 1981.

“Next year I’d like to do a 
calendar of farm  im­
plements, or whatever the 
board comes up with,” Mr. 
Van Mierlo said. “ I’d also 
like to do a tobacco calen­
dar."

He is also interested in 
putting out a commercial 
calendar but that project “is 
several years away," he 
said.

“It’s best to get a sponsor 
because of the costs,” Mr. 
Van Mierlo said.

Four basic steps were 
involved in the making of the 
calendar: arriv ing a t a 
subject m atte r; doing 
preliminary work; the ac­
tual art work and getting the 
sketches and accompanying 
prose to the printers.

The subject matter was 
decided by the insurance 
company’s 12 board mem­
bers. From then on, Mr. Van 
Mierlo had full responsibility 
for the final product.

“It took a whole day and 
about 200 miles to do it,” he 
said of the preliminary work. 
Twelve locations were 
picked out for their aesthetic 
and historic significance, 
then, with the help of a good 
friend, Bonnie Mott, Mr. Van 

Mierlo recorded on camera 
and in rough sketches the 
actual calendar subjects.

“We walked through each 
place to get an idea or feeling 
of the place,” he explained.

Mrs. Mott is writing a 
short prose sketch to ac­
company each a rt work 
sketch. She is stressing a 
theme of rural scenes with 
some background history.

The next step is doing the 
sketches, done with pen and 
Indian ink.

“ It has to look realistic 
enough for people to 
recognize the scenes but by 
the same token the way I see 
things is a little different 
from anyone else, I hope,” 
the artist said.

After this step, the
printing, paper cutti
photography is don
final product will mea
by 20 inches on hard
paper.

M r.' Van Mierlo 
artist of the sketches
appeared regular
Community Impre
earlier this year an
There is good news fo
who missed the sketch
calendar sketches w
pear weekly in Com
Impressions for the 
weeks.

Mr. Van Mierlo t
heart the need of a f
artist to be multi-fac
survive. Besides ma
The Art Bucket, a  
Ingersoll which sell
tings, prints, potte
frames, he is invo
teaching, televisio

■pottery,- z

“Being an artist 
easy, you have to do a
of stuff on the sid
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ADRIANA VAN ODYK

Her work from earth and of earth
Story and photo
by MARILYN SMULDERS
of The Sentinel-Review

"INGERSOLL- All her life, 
Adriana Van Odyk has worked 
with the earth’s clay.

As a farmer, along with hus­
band Gerardus, she worked the 
fields to grow crops for their 
livestock operation located out­
side of Ingersoll. Now retired 
from farming, Van Odyk main­
tains an intimate relationship 
with clay as an artist.'

In her basement studio with the 
morning light stream ing in 
through a small window, Van 
Odyk handles the clay deftly - ap­
plying a little bit at a time on her 
latest sculpture, an elephant. The 
time seems to pass quickly as she 
sits absorbed in her work.

“To me, grabbing a piece of 
clay is to relax,” remarks the 
70-year-old Van Odyk as she et­
ches in detail on the elephant’s 
still soft body. “ It’s altogether a 
change of mind, a real release for 
me.”

About ten years back, Van Odyk 
wasn't even aware she had talent 
in this direction. While living on 
the farm, a seemingly never en­
ding stream of jobs awaited her — 
whether on the land, in the barn or 
in her stately Victorian farm 
house.

“ I don’t know what it was exact­
ly but the work got a hold of me. It 
felt like I couldn’t sit down and 
take it easy without thinking of 
something I could be doing,” she 
explains.

Seeking a diversion, she enroll­
ed in a ceramics class at night 
school. As her talent developed, 
she realized a whole new world 
was opening up. She soon pur-

SOME OF Van Odyk’s favorite subjects to create are animals, 
such as this prize-winning buffalo.

chased a potter’s wheel and then a 
kiln. Having moved away from 
the farm and now living in a tidy 
bunglaw  w here her Dutch 
background is evident, Van Odyk 
can spend as many hours she 
choses in her workshop.

Whereas other people who work 
with clay are more attracted to 
making functional pieces, Van 
Odyk tends to gravitate to the 
unusual, letting her imagination 
guide her. Some of her favorite 
subjects to sculpt are animals. 
Her experience on the farm has 
given her a good understanding of 
how animals’ bodies function, she 
says. Even practical pieces, 
however, like bowls, casseroles or 
v a se s , re v ea l a s tam p  of 

originality.
Many of her pieces have- 

garnered awards at fairs and 
craft exhibitions; these, along 
w i t h h e r  o wn p e r s o n a 1 
p re f e r e n c e s ,  a r e  p ro u d ly  
displayed on shelves in her dining 
room.

And there’s always something 
new to learn in her ‘field.’ Part of 
a group of potters who gather at 
the Ingersoll Creative Arts Cen­
tre, Van Odyk shares ideas and 
picks up new techniques by work­
ing with others. She’s also 
developed unique works through 
experimentation.

“Isn’t it funny to still be learn- j 
ing at my age?” laughs Van 
Odyk. * J
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The dance that dreams
are m ade o f.. .

Ballet is a dance that dreams are 
made of. The grace and elegance, 
expressed through seemingly ef­
fortless, fluid movements, are in 
fact a culmination of endless hours 
of relentless training. Still countless 
young girls don the silken slippers 
and work unyieldingly in pursuit of a 
dream, to one day be a great 
ballerina.

Judith Coleman may be the person 
who helps make some of those 
dreams come true. She teaches 
ballet to over 80 potential candidates 
in Ingersoll. Coleman conveys her 
love of dance to the children through 
her teachings at the St. Jame’s 
Anglican Church and within the 
walls of her own Oxford Street 
home.

Coleman began to dance as a four- 
year-old in her native England 
through the proddings of her 
mother, who wanted her to pursue 
the skills she herself had failed to at­
tain. Coleman studied a spectrum of 
dances including ballet, tap, 
modern, revived Greek and na­
tional, all of which she incorporates 
into her instruction now.

“ I always enjoyed moving with 
the music,” Coleman said. “It gave 
me the inspiration to work hard.”

Coleman is a member and 
registered teacher of the Royal 
Academy of Dancing and a member 
of the British Association for the 
Teachers of Dancing. She teaches 
for the London Academy of Dance, a 
dance program at Western Universi­
ty and a summer dance and theatre 
class at Alma College in St. Thomas.

She moved to Canada 18 years 
ago, taking up residence in 
Thamesford where her teachings 
had a modest beginning but rapidly 
progressed.“One or two families 

persuaded me to teach their children 
and before long I opened up a branch 
in a local school,” Coleman said. 
“Five or six years later it was so 
overcrowded in the Thamesford 
classes with Ingersoll children that 
the time came to teach here.”

Ballet is a passion for Coleman. 
She is a perfectionist who demands 
“focus and concentration” from her 
students. It is these painstaking ef­
forts that have earned Coleman a 
high reputation among her students’ 
parents.

“We have one of the top teachers 
in Judith Coleman,” Mary McKen­
na, whose daughters have been stu­
dying with Coleman for a number of 
years, said. “She is very attuned to 
new ideas and exacting in both 
technicality and musicality.”

Coleman believes her talents are 
reflected through the children.

“ I’m a good dancer and teacher,” 
she said. “My students show that.”

There are a great many aspects 
Coleman looks for in a good dancer. 
Some are naturally inclined to the 
art and others have a will strong 
enough to overcome their weakness 
to become great.

“I look for their quality of the 
movement, their response to music 
and the expression of the child,” Col­
eman said. “But there are some 
children that develop these qualities 
at a much later date so the drive and 
determination of such a child will 
take them to great heights.”

Many of her students have achiev­
ed these great heights. Eleven-year- 
old Karen Vidler recently returned 
from the world-famous Royal Win­
nipeg Ballet’s five-week summer 
program. Other students have been 
accepted at programs at the Banff 
Center of Fine Arts and Le Grande 

Ballet Canadiene.
“The Royal Academy of Dancing 

sets high standards which we main­
tain in classes,” Coleman said. “ It’s 
all by audition; they accept very 
few.”

Coleman believes it is best to start 
ballet at an early age, her youngest 
students are four-year-olds, but 
stresses that the technical aspects of 
dance should not be introduced until 
about age eight. Her Dance 
Readiness classes give younger 
students the foundation on which to 
base future training.

“Generally it’s lots of fun,” Col­
eman said. “We are trying to get 
them to love dancing and at the 
same time get them working on co­
ordination and timing. We work on 
fluid movement and responding and 
moving to the music. It’s pro­
gressive.”

Coleman believes it is important 
for all girls to study ballet because 
the benefits reaped from it will 
transcend the present. Ballet im­
proves posture, musicality and 
discipline and also plays a role in 
confidence-building.

“They learn to present themselves 
more effectively in front of others,” 
Coleman said. Some kids that 
sparkle now couldn’t even look me in 
the eye when they came. It helps 
them in many things. They don’t 
have to be a ballerina to derive great 
benefits from what they’ve done.”

Mothers like Mary McKenna are 
well-aware of the benefits their 
children receive from ballet. Some 
attribute their child’s success in 
school to the discipline of the dance 
taught by a woman who has a pas­
sion for the art.

“She teaches with love,’’McKenna 
said.



Talented local ballerina has prestigiou
Reportage and photography
by MARILYN SMOLDERS
of The Sentinel-Review

INGERSOLL — At 13 years of age, 
Karen Vidler is resolved to pursue a 
career as a professional dancer.

Her talent in ballet has been 
recognized by the Royal Winnipeg 
Ballet, Canada’s oldest and most 
trav e lle d  dance com pany. In 
September, Vidler heads west to 
study at the company’s prestigious 
school.

For the past three summers, 
Vidler has made Winnipeg her tem­
porary home while she indulged in 
her love of dancing at the school. The 
summer session introduces students 
to a professional training regimen 
and serves as an audition period for 
those seeking acceptance into the 
school’s regular session.

The bright teenager was first ac­
cepted to the.fall session when she 
was 11. But faced with separation 

from her family, she declined a spot 
at the school, hoping the opportunity 
would present itself once again. 
Despite tough competition from 
dancers the world over, Vidler was 
again offered a position this year:

“I’m ready tc go now,” said the 
soft-spoken Vidler, dressed casually 
in a baggy T-shirt and jeans, her long 
blonde hair pulled back into a pony 
tail. “It’s a real honor to be asked.”

'ONLY THE VERY BEST*

Judith Coleman, Vidler’s dance 
teacher for the past six years, said 
only the best students are accepted 
at the school, which has served as 
home base for one of Canada’s most 
accomplished ballerinas, Evelyn 
Hart. In her experience as a dance 
teacher, only three of her students 
were accepted to the summer session 
and Vidler is the first to go beyond 
that first step. Other students have, 
gone on to study at the Banff School 
of Fine Arts and Ballet Canadienne

in Montreal. -A '
“I’m very proud of her and really 

happy for her too,” said Coleman, 
adding that Vidler’s qualities of 
strength and flexibility gave her pro­
mise as a dancer.

“But it’s more than that. You’ve 
got to exude a great feeling from in­
side,” she continued. “Karen’s got a 
sense of style, musicality and a good 
mind too. To learn all the steps of a 
professional dancer, you have to be 
quick. If you’re beautiful but have no 
brains, they’re not interested.”

Vidler faces a rigorous routine 
once at the school. She’ll continue to 
pursue academic studies while at 
Balmoral Hall, a private boarding 
school. But once books are closed for 
the day, it’s on to a few hours of 
dance classes. Vidler will also study 
ballet, national; dancing, creative 
movement and eurythmics on the 
weekends.

And although she loves to express 
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Teen dances with Royal Winnipeg Ballet

Home for March break
BY LIZ DADSON

An Ingersoll teenager has been 
dancing the year away with the 
Royal Winnipeg Ballet.

Karen Vidler, a shy, personable 
14-year-old, has been dancing ballet 
since she was five years old.

A student of the local Judith Col­
eman School of Dance, she audition­
ed three years ago and was accepted 
to spend five weeks with the Win­
nipeg ballet company. She was also 
accepted the following two years for 
the five-week summer program.

Each summer, Karen auditioned 
for the year-long winter program 
and, while she was accepted each 
time, it wasn’t until September, 
1989, she decided to attend.

The daughter of Jeff and Addie 
Vidler grew up in Ingersoll with 
brothers Mark and Brian. Her 
parents are moving to Newmarket 
this month.

While she enjoys dancing with the 
Winnipeg company and completing 
her Grade 8 studies at Balmoral Hall 
in Winnipeg, Karen admitted she 
misses her family.

She spent Christmas holidays at 
home, had a break in March and will 
be home for Easter. She will finish 
school June 13 and ballet June 16, 
returning home for a short break 
before heading back out for the five- 
week summer ballet program.

“ I want to continue with the Royal 
Winnipeg Ballet,” Karen said. “My 
instructor is Elaine Otis (originally 
from Woodstock). Right now we’re 
working on technique, style and 
presentation.”

Relaxing at home, with the family 
dog, Dudley, during March break, 

Karen said she was drawn to ballet 
because she likes it and her friends 
were dancing.

She is currently at level two in 
ballet and must complete five more 
levels of instruction.

Practice involves nine hours of 
dance per week, plus five hours 
pointe or rehearsal, Karen said. “ I 
want to be a prima ballerina. If I’m 
accepted every year, I’ll go full-time 
with the Royal Winnipeg Ballet.”

Her idol is Royal Winnipeg’s 
prima ballerina, Evelyn Hart.

“She’s very good,” Karen said, 
“but she’s too skinny.”

While in Winnipeg, the Ingersoll 
teen lives in residence at Balmoral 
Hall where she shares a room with 
three other girls in a huge apart­
ment building.

The only drawback has been the 
food, she admitted. “After we get 
back from dancing (in the evening), 
the food left in the refrigerator for us 
isn’t very appetizing.”

Karen is responsible for doing her 
own laundry and keeping her part of 
the room tidy.

“ It’s a good experience for her,” 
said Karen’s mother. “She’s a long 
way from home and she’s responsi­
ble for quite a bit of her own life.”

She added that dancing with the 
Royal Winnipeg Ballet is a wonder­
ful opportunity for Karen. “It’s not 
an opportunity many children get.”

Karen said her dancing has im­
proved. The school provides tests 
and assessments for the students.

A test is a routine out of a book 
that a group of dancers from the 
same level will perform for the 
school principal and higher level 
teachers who mark the perfor-

Karen Vidler poses with the family dog, Dudley, in her parents’ home in
gersoll. The 14-year-old has been dancing and taking Grade 8 studies w
the Royal Winnipeg Ballet since September. (Liz Dadson photo)

mance.
An assessment is similar except 

the routine is set by the teacher.
Addie is impressed by the ballet 

school because it s tre sse s  

academics as well as ballet. “It h
high standards and you have to ke
your grades up to continue 
ballet.”
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 A Student in thick of South African cont

By MARK REID
ol Ingersoll This Week_______________________

Gloria Vranich has experienced 
a country that most North Ameri­
cans only get to see in 30-second 
news clips.

In early July, the Grade 13 stu­
dent at Ingersoll District Colle­
giate Institute returned from a 
one-year Woodstock/Oxford Ro­
tary Club-sponsored stay in South 
Africa.

Living in Randfontein, a. suburb 
of Johannesburg, Vranich got ’a 
first-hand look at political 
changes in the minority white- 
ruled country.

“Not until a few weeks before I 
did actually go did I start to get 
into the politics and the contro­
versy of South Africa...I felt there 
must be some reason for having 
apartheid there at that time...and 
why it was installed.”

Media reports of racial unrest 
in South Africa have for a long 
time focused on clashes between 
whites and non-white and only 
now are North Americans enlight­
ened of battles between blacks 
and other blacks.

“Yes I saw that there 
was discrimination.”
“There’s a distinction between 

the two different classes there, 
but I saw moreso an issue be­
tween blacks versus blacks than 
whites versus blacks,” says the 
Ingersoll resident.

Vranich says the whites there 
are upset because the non-white 
population cannot find accord­
ance with one another and with 
the gradual falling of racial bar­
riers many of the non-whites now 
are developing themselves to the 
standards of the modern world.

“There’s more of an issue 
where the people of the same 
color and culture are fighting one 
another, more than two different 
races,” she says.

“ I think with the opportunity 
and the means now — that’s going 
to be coming about — if they fix 
the problem they have with one 
another, then I think (non-whites)

will be able to prevail and there The Conservative family she ily and received bonuses, atop 
will be a society that interacts stayed with employed non-whites their nominal pay.
with one another.”

SLOW CHANGES
Newscasts stereotype 

the white man as being 
the problem, says Vra­
nich.

“They’re always de­
moting him. saying he’s 
the cause of this, but he 
is also trying to reform 
himself: to make re­
forms to include the 
black person. It can’t 
happen over night.”

Changes are also slow 
moving because whites 
and non-whites are at 
two different levels. 
The whites have been 
given the opportunity to 
develop knowledge in 
ways including world 
relations, while the non- 
whites have yet to re­
ceive this opportunity.

“ I think every white 
man in that country has 
fear because if the 
blacks take over — it’s 
not to say that they 
can’t rule or anything 
— but it’s because they 
haven’t developed the 
same way other people 
have.”

While in South Africa, 
Vranich stayed with 
two families in favor of 
reforms, but at a slow 
pace so as not to cause 
chaos. In addition, she 
lived with one family 
whose political lines fol­
lowed those of the right- 
w ing C o n se rv a tiv e  
Party, a party of mostly 
Afrikaners who believe 
barriers were put in 
place for a good cause, 
and firmly opposes the 
one man, one vote con­
cept of the Democratic 
Party.

Currently, the country is led by and Vranich says the workers outside
the Nationalist Party and Presi­
dent F. W. de Klerk.

GLORIA VRANICH, an Ingersoll District Collegiate 
Institute student, returned this summer from a 
year’s stay in South Africa. Vranich learned a lot 
of the political system in the white-ruled country.

were treated well, were welcome 
to entertain their friends and fam­

“They treated them excellent,
but they just didn’t feel 
they had the capacities 
to understand the issues 
at hand.”

SANCTIONS AND
A W O R L D  

POWER
South Africa, with its 

natural resources and 
military strength, has 
the potential of becom­
ing a world power, says 
Vranich.

Despite near global 
trade sanctions im­
posed on the country, 
there are no shortages 
there. However, gas, 
gold and diamonds are 
e x p e n s iv e  b e c a u se  
th ro u g h  s a n c tio n s ,  
South Africans are be­
ing charged more.

“You got your mon­
ey’s worth," says Vra­
nich, who had a favor­
able exchange rate. 
“But even the people 
there didn’t complain 
about the costs.”

While in South Africa, 
Vranich was enrolled in 
school, but she spent 
most of her time experi­
encing the country, 
something the Rotary 
Club there promotes so 
visitors can differen­
tiate between what is 
going on and what they 
hear about.

She toured game re­
serves and other areas, 
met with politicians, 
went on school excur­
sions and spent two 
weeks absorbing lec­
tures at Wits Univer­
sity.

She says youth there 
are protected from the 

world and the problems 
facing the country. The maturity 
of an 18-year-old there differs 
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Retired 
craftsman 
still in love 
with work
By Howard Burns 
Woodstock Bureau

INGERSOLL — Cecil Vyse is an 
d d t im e r  when it comes to hand­
crafted grandfather clocks.

The 68-year-old cabinet maker has 
just markeji 52 years in the furni­
ture business during which he has 
carved more than 1,500 grandfather 
clock cases for companies in To­
ronto and Montreal.

He has laid down the chisel and 
saw, but his love for woodwork and 
his dedication to the craft is still ob­
vious. His work has been sold across 
Canada and he still has orders de­
spite his decision to slow down.

“This type of custom work just 
can’t be mass-produced on some fac­
tory assembly line,” Vyse said Mon­
day. Besides the clock cases he has 
carved chairs, tables and church or­
naments.

“ Most of my business over the 
years came by satisfied customers 
who passed on m y,nam e to other 
people. I have never advertised in 
the furniture business at all.”

He learned his trade in an Inger­
soll furniture factory and began his 
own custom furniture business in 
1946.

“ I started working for about 15 
cents an hour and used to work close 
to 10 hours each day, but you have to 
start somewhere.”

Vyse also built complete grandfa­
ther clocks with timing mechanisms.

He liked to keep the customer sa­
tisfied.

“ Each clock. that I completed 
would be delivered by me to the cus­
tomer if possible. I ’d set it up and 
tell them how it operates to make 
sure they were happy. Usually, I 
gave a personal 10-year guarantee 
with all my clocks.”

Vyse operated out of a two-storey 
workshop in his Cherry Street back 
yard. Although it’s not used as much 
today, the workplace is still strewn 
with benches and various tools of a 
dying trade.

Woodstock Bureau

Cecil Vyse of Ingersoll has been handcrafting furniture for custom­
ers across Canada for 52 years. In his two-storey workshop on 
Cherry Street, he works on an oak communion table for St. James 
Anglican Church.
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V yse, Ged I

“There is no personal touch to fur­
niture any more. Everything is 
made in a factory and the craft of 
woodcarving is dying out.”

But the personal touch can mean 
long hours of working alone. Vyse 
said one large grandfather clock 
with hand-crafted ornaments could 
take a month to complete.

“ It was a great feeling to follow a 
project through from the planning 
stages right through to the home de­
livery of the clock. It was a feeling 
of accomplishment and satisfac­
tion.”

Most of his work is hand-carved in 
mahogany but his church pieces are 
in oak. He is working on a commu­
nion set for St. Jam es’ Anglican 
Church in Ingersoll.

Although retired for a few years, 
Vyse can’t get the sawdust out of his 
system.

“ I’d like to get back to my work 
but I rarely have enough time. 1 
could never give it up entirely be­
cause it’s always something new.” 
. Although his work has centred on 
clocks, he has never made a grand­
father clock for his own home. “I al­
ways thought about it, but we really 
don’t have the space.”

He plans to relax with his wife and 
enjoy his retirement. “This business 
is a bit different. It’s always a bit of 
you.”

I p a g e  2 o'?
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BY CHERYL STEWART

School in foreign count­
ries can be different, but in 
Australia, there are some 
major differences accord­
ing to Wayne Walden, a 
teacher at' IDCI who just 
returned from there as an 
exchange teacher.

He left last December 
exchanging houses, cars, 
cities and just about every­
thing, with a teacher from 
Australia. Mr. Walden 
never got to meet his ex­

change partner, Barry Buc­
hanan, who was from 
,Campbelltown, Australia, a 
community of about 85,000 
people.

Mr. Walden explained 
that Campbelltown is in the 
state of New South Wales 
just as Ingersoll is in the 
Province of Ontario.

Their system of schooling 
is very keen on curriculum 
structure and follows throu­
gh a program in a definite 
manner, Mr. Walden point­
ed out He added that it 

JU

covers the basics in more 
detail than the system in 
Ontario.

“In Ontario, we have 
more flexibility of local 
curriculum,” said Mr. Wal­
den. He said that in Aus­
tralia all the classes follow 
the same curriculum at 
approximately the same 
time, usually within the 
same week, which is not so 
in Ontario’s system.

There are no local boards 
in New South Wales, mak­
ing it very difficult to chan­
ge things in the system, said 
Mr. Walden.

While in Australia, he 
taught Social Sciences to the 
year seven and eight stud­
ents and Geography to year 
nine, 10 and 11 students. 
Grades are not known in 
Australia, only years, ex­
plained Mr. Walden.

No-one fails in Australia. 
Anyone who fails drops out 
of school, he said. Their 
system of grading is quite 
different from Ontario.

Until the end of grade 10, 
students are streamed by 
subject. A student in 9A 
Geography means he is 
bright in that class. But if he 
is in 9D Math, that means he 
is not so good in that 
subject. All students write 
the same exam regardless 
of their ability, explained 
Mr. Walden, and then are 
graded according to the top 
tenth of the class.

The top 10 per cent of the 
class are called firsts, the 
next 20 per cent are sec­
onds, the thirds are the next 
40 per cent, the fourths are 
the next 20 per cent and the 
last 10 per cent of the class 
are fifths.

According to Mr. Walden, 
if the top mark of the exam

wish to may conti
grade 11 and 12.

While teaching 
tralia, Mr. Walden
that Canadian stud

is 50 out of 100, then the next 
10 per cent down are the 
firsts of the class and so on.

At the end of grade 10, a 
higher school certificate is

Wayne Walden and his son John look over some o
being in Australia for a year. Mr. Walden is a tea
teacher to Campbelltown, Australia, a satellite cit
Geography to students in Campbelltown as well as 
the many sights of Australia.
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notes directly from the 
teacher rather than doing 
them themselves,” explain­
ed Mr. Walden, adding that 
they will not go ahead and 
work without the teacher’s 
instructions.

. “Canadian students like 
to make their own brief 
notes and discuss with the 
teacher. They verbalize a 
lot better and are a lot more 
independent. They do things 
in a more m ature manner 
for their age group,” said 
Mr. Walden. He added that 
Canadian students will ac­
cept the responsibility of 
their own work and are 
better students.

Australian students wear 
school uniforms and have 
strict rules to follow at 
school. Once they enter the 
school grounds, they are not 
allowed to leave.

Male students are dis­
ciplined by the Deputy 
Headmaster or the Subject 
Headmaster, occasionally 
being whipped for a wrong 
doing. ,

The girls are disciplined 
by the Senior Headmistress 
and sometimes receive a 
punishment of picking up 
the garbage around the 
school.

Mr. Walden explained 
that students in Australia 
are much more personal in 
their relationships with 
their teachers and look for 
guidance from them.

His students threw a 
party for him when he was 
leaving and gave him gifts 
and cards.

Mr. Walden said he enjoy­
ed his stay in Australia and 
learned many new things he 
hopes will help him in his 
teaching. But he said, “ I 
like our system better be­
cause it is more spontane­
ous.”

Mr. Walden noticed dur­
ing his stay that life in 
Australia is very much like 
in Canada.

“They are  very much 
involved with their houses, 
gardens, cars, and pools 
like in Canada. They have 

the same high standard of 
living and about the same 
cost of living,” explained 
Mr. Walden. He added that 
things related to gasoline 
and public services were 
more expensive except for 
the public transportation. 
Food was less and of a good 
quality.

Mr. Walden explained 
that Australia is a very 
unionized country and there 
were many strikes in the 
time he was there. He told 
how deeply these could af­
fect daily life.

“You could go into a store 
one day and there would be 
no dairy products or anoth­
er day, there may be no 
fresh vegetables.”

During his stay, Mr. Wal­
den travelled to many of the 
cities in Australia as well as 

,Pthe Outback. He said he 
enjoyed seeing the tradit­
ional people in their tradit­
ional jobs in the Outback.

Although Mr. Walden en­
joyed his year away, he said 
he was glad to be home 
again.
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Exchange trip to Australia

Teacher's experience 
shows differing systems
INGERSOLL — Wayne 

■ Walden’s first impression of 
teaching a Grade 11 social 
science^ class at an 

■ Australian secondary School 
last year wasn’t good.

From the momment he 
stepped into a classroom at 

■ Campbell Town High School 
he “hated” fulfilling that 
particular part of Ingersoll 

: District Collegiate Institute’s 
commitment to a teacher 
exchange program.

Only after several trying 
semesters with the young 
Aussies did Walden begin to 
appreciate his mission to the 
land down under..

The problem stemmed 
from a difference in teaching 

. methods.
In a recent interview, 

Walden — who returned to 
Canada in January and last 
week staged two “Aussie” 
assemblies at IDCI — said 
the Australian education 
system prompts laziness in 
some students.

The Grade 11 class disliked 
Walden because he refused 
to dictate their notes word 

■ for word, he said. The class’ 
regular instructor did just 
that.

And needless to say ,,their 
" reaction frustrated the 

Canadian.
SPIRIT

His true teaching spirit 
emerged when after the first 
term, Walden compiled notes 
of guidance to pacsify the 
Australians.

He was willing to try 
almost anything, but he still 
refused to think for- his 
pupils.

“They began to develop 
their own routines and they 
even started taking their own 
notes,” Walden said.

“By the third term, most of 
the kids came around.

“They started to realize 
that I was interested in their 
betterment."

Walden said the entire 
situation was a learning 
experience for himself and 
the students.

And he found it extremely 
satisfying when the two sides 
of the classroom reached “a 
blending of ideas” .

“ It was a m atter of 
communication, but they 
knew I wasn’t just there for a 
vacation.”

By the end of his stay in 
.Australia, Walden’s success

Story and photos 
By Joe Konecny

was evident when the 
classroom, presented him 
with a gift — a book entitled 
"Australia: The Wild Con­
tinent” .

He also received a number 
of individual gifts.

The Grade 11 class was an 
exception, not for presenting 
Waldon with going-away 
presents, but for their

JOHN WALDEN shows 
how the aboriginies 
played one musical in­
strum ent called a 
digeridoo, which “soun­
ds like a deep-throated 
frog.”

reaction to his teaching style.

NO PROBLEMS
Otherwise, the students 

Walden taught — from Grade 
7 up - - posed no problems.

“Children in Australia are 
much more personal than 
those here...they want to 
know their, teachers as in­
dividuals."

He said the Australians 
never failed to al least say 
“good morning” each school 
day, while some students 
here would be “embarassed” % to greet an instructor in front'  
of their peers.

In fact, after Walden 
returned from Australia, for 
about a week he greeted his 

.Canadian classes as he had 
done in Australia. But the 
results weren’t favorable.

Although he developed a 
fondness for his students 
there, Walden didn’t hide his 
disagreem ent with the 
Australian school system.

Walden, who lived in 
Australia with his wife and 
child, said the system there 
differs greatly from the one 
in Canada.

The main thorn in his side 
was the fact that students 
can avoid passing grades in 
all of their subjects and still 
graduate with a diploma.

MORE TIME
Compared to IDCI — which 

has halls that constantly buzz 
with action — Campbell 
Town High School allowed its 
teachers more spare time.

In a 40-period week, 
Waldon had 12 spares — an 
average of about 2'4 free 
classes each day. Here he’s 
lucky to enjoy one spare and 
his lunch hour.

Another novelty Waldon 
faced in Campbell Town was 
playground patrol.

Each, teacher there 
alternately  patrolled the 
school playgrounds. The 
grounds were divided into 
three with one section for 
boys, the other strictly for 
girls and the third portion 
was a common zone.

“There are a lot of rules,” 
he added, noting students are 
required to wear uniforms.

No matches or cigarettes 
are allowed in the school

( o a o e  (erf ©I7



WAYNE WALDEN displays some 
of the sovenirs a cotton wood 
crocodile and a Wallaby pelt he 

picked up while enjoying the other 
half of his teacher exchange 
program in Australia.

either and the young 
A ustralian sm okers must 
pursue their habits either in 
toilets or under buildings, he 
said,

W ald en  d is c o v e re d  
teachers here spend more 
time with their students after 
regular working hours, 
apparently because union 
rules in Australia are tighter.

DROP OUT
Another great difference 

he found was that, even 
though students begin their 
schooling sooner therp, they 
drop out of high school 
earlier.

In Walden’s year 10 class, 
only 44 of 180 students con, 
tinued their secondary school 
education at the end of the 

school year.
Waldon speculated the 

students dropped out 
because Campbell Town’s 
technical program  was 
virtually nonexistent. And 
there was no commercial 
program . Trade or ap ­
prenticeship programs start 
in college.

“ They’re not quitting to 
just sit around and do 
nothing, although some do 
collect the dole, but most quit 
because high school doesn’t 
relate to their needs.k

“ There is very little 
variety in curriculum there 
and the school doesn't cater 
to the individual’s level of 
knowledge.’’

Another peculiar habit the 
Aussie students practiced 

was what Walden described 
as the “herd instinct” .

Whenever one student, for 
example, became involved in 
a fight in the school yard, 
literally hundreds of students 
would flock to get ring-side 
seals.

, And in the classroom, if 
one student was noisy the 
others would copy his 
behavior like caged finches.

Australia wasn’t a com­
pletely new experience for 
Waldon.

With the Canadian 
Overseas University Service, 
he has also taught in Africa 
and England with the 
Canadian University Service 
Overseas (CUSO).

“ I t ’s all p art of an 
edwnlmii for me.

S e n /i  n e A  tCvO
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Two more awards 
for area residents
BY TOM DURALIA

I t ’s a funny thing with Ontario Bicen- 
ennial medals, but it seems the people who 

get them are always the last to know.
Last Thursday Bill Wallace innocently 

walked out to the mailbox. The R.R. 4, 
Ingersoll resident probably expected the 
usual batch of bills and junk mail, but 
among them this time was a curious white 
envelope from the office of Premier B ill 
Davis.

Likewise for Kathleen Caffyn, known as 
“ K it”  ever since “ I was a little  gaffer,”  
Mrs. Caffyn said she was truly thrilled 
Monday morning when she saw the letter.

When contacted for the interview, Mrs. 
Caffyn was quick to ask anyone else 
knew of the honor, as at that time she had 
yet to tell her husband Leonard.

It is possible that both these recipients 
have been so busy working in the commun­
ity, making it a better place to be, that they 
have never recognized the degree to which 
they are responsible for its present state of 
well-being.

In his Letter, Premier Davis described 
why Mr. Wallace and Mrs. Caffyn were 
selected for the prestigious medals:

“ Special attention has been given to those 
caring and compassionate people who have 
given selflessly of their time, energies and 
talents through volunteer and community 
service, for they have added a personal 
touch which no government program, 
however well-intentioned, could hope to 
match.”

The letter also indicated that the medals, 
to be presented in early December, are 
replicas of one given recently to the Queen.

For much of his 52 years, Mr. Wallace has 
been adding his “ personal touch”  to all 
aspects of the communities of Southwest 
Oxford, while Mrs. Caffyn has done the 
same for the west.

Though their contributions have far 
exceeded what is possible to tell in words, it 

was Mr. Wallace's enthusiastic leadership 
in the Boy Scout organization, and Mrs. 
Caffyn’s Women’s Institute work that 
played a large part in their being selected 
for the honor.

Mrs. Caffyn has lived at R.R. 5, Ingersoll 
for 40 years, and before that, lived right 
within the town limits:

For 28 of those years, she has been 
involved with the West Oxford Women’s 
Institute, serving at one time as president, 
district director, secretary-treasurer, pian­
ist, and at present, treasurer. Three years 
ago, because of her unfailing dedication, she 
was granted a life membership.

In addition, Mrs. Caffyn is the secretary­
treasurer and publicity convenor of the 
always successful Maple Syrup Festival 
held last March for the 16th consecutive 
year.

For the medal winner, the Sweaburg 
festival is “ an ideal way to meet the people 
and become intimately involved with the 
West Oxford community.”

She has also served terms on the 
executives of the D istrict Women’s In­
stitute, which encompasses 19 branches, the 
London Area Women’s Institute and the 
Oxford County Conference of Women’s 
Institutes. For another two years she was a 
board member of the Federated Women’s 
Institute of Ontario, while at the same time 
convening a number of other responsibil­
ities.
. She loves to give to her community and 
considers it  “ one of life ’s special 
pleasures.”

“ If you don’t have community spirit, you 
don’t have any spirit at all.

“ To be needed is wonderful. But what is 
more wonderful is to be there when you’re 
needed.”

Mrs. Caffyn also works on the West 
Oxford United Church Women’s Assoc­
iation, and has done so for 50 years, and 
along with her husband, was a charter 
Continued on page 2



Two m ore aw ards
I I

said it’s always a pleasure to work with Mr. 
Wallace. “ He’s been instrumental in both 
the Scout group and the community.”

Mr. Wallace is also chairman of the 
Salford Community Centre, which started 
up three years ago, largely because of his 
efforts, and has always been an active 

. member of the Salford United Church, both 
in attendance and committee work.

Mr. Wallace i  ̂ a full-time beef cattle 
farmer, who with his brother, owns Wallace 

’ Farms (Oxford) Limited. And despite the 
rigors of the business, he humbly states, “ I 
still find time for the other stuff. I really 

. ■ enjoy working for the community.”
' r . ' i K i G i r o j  - r i n -  n s  r.; •

iT-t Pgrtnpf .hia jaffection.-for Salford might* 
have to jjq with meeting his wife of 33 years, ’ 
-Elizabeth, there. But he also says the people 
are very friendly and that province-wide, 
“there’s no place like Oxford.

‘ . “ It’s always nice to come home to.”
Mr. Wallace has also been involved with 

the county’s 4H club and for six years was on 
the Oxford County Milk committee.

Continued From Page 1 
member of the Clark's Corners Home and 
School Association before it closed down.

She also finds the time to care for an 
elderly neighbor, doing banking, cooking, 
grocery shopping and anything else she can 
to help.

Mrs. Caffyn, 71, who will celebrate her 
51st wedding anniversary this month, said 
she will continue to work with the commun- 

\ ity and its people for as long as she is able. 
( Mr. Wallace shares Mrs. Caffyn’s views 
on community spirit, and if not for him, the 
First Salford Boy Scouts might not be in 
existence.

Josephine Shelton, also involved with the . 
Scouts, describes him as a “ terrific guy.” 

“ He does everything for the boys and is . 
just so nice to work with. He’s enthusiastic • 

i and has a sincere interest in youth. It’s an 
honor to work with him and if anyone 
deserves the award, he does.”

Mr. Wallace was born in Oxford County 
and has lived just outside of Ingersoll for the 
past 37 years. • ‘
. For 16 years he has worked with the 
Salford Boy Scouts organizing and lending a 
hand whenever and wherever possible. For 
10 of those years he served as chairman, 
stepping down last year to take.over the-, 
position of public relations officer.

He also served with the Ingersoll District 
Boy Scout Council as president for three 
years. The current president, Bob Sivyer,

T Bill Wallace
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Death Closes Long career Ingersoll man.

Michael Walsh, K. C., Dies in 9JJ-th year - 
Practiced until two years ago.

by Ingersoll Staff Reporter

Ingersoll - Aug. 31. - Ingersoll’s grand old man of the 
bar, Michael Walsh, K. C., passed away last night after an 
illness which had confined him to his bed for the past seven 
months, and which had terminated a life that had been privi­
leged to go far beyond the alloted three score and ten. Mr. 
Walsh was in his 9^th year.

It was just about two years ago that deceased gave up his 
law practice here, leaving an office to which he had walked 
for the greater part of a very long l i f*e. It is probable 
that Mr, Walsh, then 91 years of age, was the oldest, or at 
least one of the oldest barristers practicing in Ontario, if 
not Canada. His hearing was failing him, but he was in real­
ity without serious pain or ache. He complained shortly 
afterwards of dizzy spells, and stated that he did not like 
to venture out upon the street. And so, since that time , he 
has been spending his days about his home on Thames Street 
South.

LORN in INGERSOLL
There were a number of unusual factors connected with 

the life of Mr. Walsh. He v/as permitted to see Ingersoll 
grow from the pioneer days. He vza s born in Ingersoll. As 
he related it himself some two years ago, he was born in a 
little home which stood just about on the site where his 
office stood through all the following years as a law prac­
titioner. He recalled at that time that there were but one 
or two little frame buildings on what is now Thames Street. 
He recalled the first factory or foundry that started here. 
In other words, he was permitted to see, as few have been, 
Ingersoll grow to her present status. He saw bhe forest 
pushed back by the progress of 1 he builder and the settler. 
He was raised with the pioneers. He knew their lot and their 
life.

In his younger days, deceased clerked in grocery stores, 
all the time having in his mind’s eye the call of the bar. 
He studied this assiduously prior to and following his studies 
at lav; school. When the time was ripe, he came back to his 
native Ingersoll, and had practiced here since until two years 
a g o .

HAD FULL LIFE

Mr. Walsh was a member of Harris Chapter, Royal Arch 
Masons, and of King Hiram Masonic Lodge here. He had held 
many important offices within the gift of the masonic craft, 
not onli' in connection with the Ingersoll lodges, but in the
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provincial realm as well.
He had also given much his time in earlier life to the 

militia , and had written much to the press in Ingersoll from 
varied military camps under a pen name which disclosed his 
identity to few. His diary also has some historic and inter­
esting references to some of the military affairs of his day.

Of an athletic turn of mind, he had always considered 
walking as one of his greatest joys. Even up to two years 
ago when he retired from his practice, he walked the mile or 
more to and from his office excepting on very ra^e occasions. 
He stated once some three (?) years ago that T‘iding was not 
beneficial. He attributed his long span of life largely to 
the exercise that he got from his walking.

He had other forms of exercise, however. He was an ardeni 
follower of the tennis courts. As recently as during the days 
of the Great War he enjoyed his tennis. He had a fine court 
at his home, but gave it up because of the war. He explained 
that it was too hard then to get meh - either to look after 
the court or to play.

GREAT READER
Deceased was a great reader and student. He was a lover 

of the better type of literature. Above all, he was quiet 
and unassuming. He loved to keep in touch with the affairs 
of his fellow men in later years, but preferred not to in­
trude himself here or there in any public way. n e was un­
married.

He was a member of the congregation of St. James’ 
Anglican church.

Surviving is one brother, John A. Walsh, Montreal.
Interment will be made in the Ingersoll Hural cemetery 

on Thursday afternoon, following service at St. James' Anglican 
church at 2:10 o'clock. The funeral will be under masonic 
auspices.
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Leanne Ward is Chamber’s Outstanding Yo
Recent IDCI graduate Leanne 

Ward of Thamesford. has been 
selected as the recipient of the se­
cond annual Ingersoll and District 
Chamber of Commerce Outstanding 
Youth Award.

The award is given to an young 
person in the community who 
demonstrates a high degree of 
leadership.

Canada Day chairman for the 
Chamber of Comm erce. Dan 
Dunlop, said six youths were 
nominated for the award, but 
Leanne was selected on the basis of 
her outstanding leadership and

broad range of interests.
Winning the award was a "to ta l 

shock" to Leanne, who didn't know 
she had been nominated for the 
honour.

"Dan Dunlop called to tell me that 
I had been selected as the winner of 
the Outstanding Youth Award." said 
Leanne. " I  was excited."

On July 1. as part of the Canada 
Day celebrations in Ingersoll. Ox­
ford MPP Dick Treleaven w ill be 
presenting Leanne with a plaque and 
a cash prize in recognition of her 
leadership.

"M y parents thought it was great 
that I had won." said Leanne, "and

told me that it  was quite an honor."
As well as maintaining a high 

academic standard. Leanne teaches 
piano for several hours a week at her 
home, is currently preparing for her 
teacher's certification for piano, and 
tutors an IDCI student in French 
during the week.

Leanne has also been very involv­
ed in athletics during her high school 
career, and although she has had to 
give up competitive cross-country

running, basketball, track and soc­
cer. so she could channel her 
energies into Grade 13 studies, she 
s till plays tennis and runs for relaxa­
tion.

Leanne said she has always en­
joyed being involved in several ac­
tivities. but that her main involve­
ment right now is teaching her 
young music students -  an activity 
which she w ill be continuing in the 
future.

IDCI graduate Leanne Ward was recently named the recipient of the 
Ingersoll and District Chamber of Commerce Outstanding Youth 
Award for 1986. The presentation of the award will be a highlight of the 
Canada Day celebrations organized by the Chamber of Commerce, to 
be held next Tuesday from 12:311 to 2:30 at Dewan Festival Gardens.

Leanne recently performed an 
even ing re c ita l in the ID C I 
auditorium, to help her prepare for 
her upcoming performance ex­
amination.

" I  had never played for an hour 
straight before." she said, "and the 
recital was very sim ilar to an exam 
situation."

The June 8 recital attracted a 
large audience, and Leanne com­
mented it was. "a  really good feel­
ing...definitely one of the highlights 
of my year."

Leanne w ill be attending Universi­
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Leanne Ward and Canada 
both had a special day
*r rsruis cotuni

IN G ER S O LL — Canada Day 
celebrants had more than a nation’s 
birthday to mark Tuesday in Ingersoll. 
Leanne Ward received the Ingersoll 
and District Chamber of Commerce’s 
Outstanding Youth Award in front of 
Canada Day celebrators at Dewan 
Memorial Park yesterday.

The recent Grade 13 graduate of In­
gersoll D istrict Collegiate is no 
stranger to awards. Last year, she won 
the Kjwanis Citizenship Award among 
females at her high school. She also 
recently won the Marie Thompson 
Scholarship for classical piano at the 
Woodstock Rotary Music Festival.

Several of her achievements are in 
music. The 19-year-old Thamesford 

resident is teaching piano lessons to 13 
students this summer. She teaches 
piano after a full day of secretarial 
work for her father who is an insurance 
broker.

She enjoys performing but has never 
considered piano as a "full-fledged 
career" for herself. “ It's not a hobby 
either; I take it more serious than 
that."

However. Ward has set her career 
goals. This fall, she will begin -an 
Honors Science program al Western 
University. London. Her long-term goal 
is to become a medical doctor. " I  know 
where my interests lie. It ail depends on 
whether things go according to the 
game plan.” she said

She has been a good student ali 
through school winning proficiency 

awards at Ingersoll District Collegiate 
three times (when she was in Grade 9, 
11, and 12). Good grades is only one of 
the criteria for the chamber of com­
merce’s outstanding youth award. 
Criteria also includes leadership ability 
and involvement in extra curricular 
activities.

In addition to her involvement in 
music. Ward has also been involved in 
many sports activities throughout her 
high school career. The high achiever 
gives much of the credit for her success 
to the encouragement of her parents 
Elizabeth and Charles Ward.

“ 1 attribute a lot of my achievements 
and the development of my skills to my 
parents who encouraged me to get in­
volved in a variety of things." she said. 
" I  have admiration for their advice."

LEAN’NE WARD was honored with the Ingersoll and District 
Chamber of Commerce's 1986 Outstanding Youth Award Tues­
day during the Ingersoll Canada Day celebration at Dewan 
Festival Park. Mayor Doug Harris made the presentation.

(Staff photo by Ted Rhodes)



Leanne Ward of Thamesford, was selected as the Ingersoll Chamber of ; 
Commerce’s Outstanding Youth for 1986 and was honored at the town’s ' 
Canada Day celebrations yesterday. J

Canada’s birthday 
celebrated in style

Canada’s 119th birthday was celebrated in style yesterday in Ingersoll, 
when over 300 people gathered at Dewan Park to join the festivities.

Like most birthday parties, there seemed to be a little bit of something 
for everyone. Balloons, children’s games, entertainment, plenty of hot 
dogs and of course, birthday cake, were a few of the trimmings at this 
year’s celebration.

The event, organized by the Ingersoll Chamber of Commerce, drew 
young and old.

The celebration started off with a presentation to Leanne Ward of 
Thamesford, the Chamber’s 1986 Outstanding Youth. Canada Day poster 
contest winners Ryan Bannon, Tina House and Patricia Hollingshead 
were presented with plaques for their efforts by Mayor Doug Harris.

Entertainment provided by the Woodstock Harmony Hi Liters added to 
the festive atmosphere, as did the various children’s games and the face 
painting for children. Members of the town’s Rod and Custom Club had 
some of their vehicles on display as well.

Convener Dan Dunlop rated this year’s birthday celebration a huge 
success, noting (here was something for everyone. He noted that one 
99 year-old turned out for the event, and said he was pleased with the way 
things ran overall.



Thanks to local Kiwanis

W aterhouse receives 
provincial appointment

BY
YVONNE HOLMES MOTT

“ I would not be in the 
position I am now if it were 
not for the Kiwanis Club of 
Ingersoll” were the sincere 
words expressed by Ing­
ersoll native Robert Water­
house, as he was inter­
viewed from his office in 
Queen’s Park.

This week the Ontario 
Government announced 
what it calls “an important 
initiative", the appoint­
ment of Robert Water­
house, as Rehabilitation 
Services Co-Ordinator for 
the province.

His current appointment 
is the crowning achieve­
ment of what is definitely 
much more than the 
average success story.

It was 4O-years-ago this 
summer that young Bob 
Waterhouse took his fateful 
dive into what was then one 
of the most popular swim­
ming holes in the area, the 
Upper Dam. The water 
wasn’t as deep as he had 
believed and when they 
pulled him out, very few 
people thought Bob had 
very much of a life ahead of 
him.

That 1939 accident cer­
tainly changed the course 
of his life, but not in the 
direction many people 
thought it would. After his 
hosoitaliza tion, he was 
home with a loving family, 
but by his own admission, 
“vegetating, doing nothing, 
going nowhere” .

Rev. Harold P arr was 
president of the Kiwanis 
Club then, he recalls and 
they stepped in to help. It 
wasn't an easy job, Bob 
remembers, because both 
he and his parents had to be 
sold on the idea of leaving 
his familiar surroundings 
and the comfort of an 
extremely closely-knit 
family. But the Kiwanis 
Club just wouldn’t give up, 

he recalledin his telephone 
interview and they wonout, 
a victory for which he wilt 
be grateful for the rest of 
his life.

The Kiwanis Club sent 
Bob to Toronto General 
Hospital “and they sup­
ported me there for three 
and a half years’’ he 
marvels. * ‘When I came out 
of there I was a different. 
person."

He explained that he was 
in a 32-bed ward and he met 
so many people with so 
many different problems 
that it changed his whole 
out-lock on life. “It was the 
turning point of my life as 
far as rehabilitation was 
concerned.” Toronto Gen­
eral was also the place 
where he met the attract­
ive student nurse who was 
to become his wife. They 

. were engaged by the time
Bob left the hospital.

When he came back to 
Ingersoll be seemed ready 
to take on the world. 

, “Ingersoll people have 
always been so kind to me” 
mused Bob. “ When I came 
back they were great to me 
and to Joy when we were 
married. Why remember, 
the So-Ed (Social Educat­
ional) group at the YMCA 
had a big party and stocked 
us up with groceries? When 
we came home from our 
honeymoon. the Jaycees 
had painted our house for„ 
us!” 7

It was partly’kindness- 
that made people rally 
around the young man in 
a wheel chair, but it was 
more than that. It was a 
tremendous admiration for 
the courage and deter­
mination of the young man 
who appreciated friend­
ship, but obviously didn’t 
want sympathy from any­
one. Not that anyone who 

knew Bob Waterhouse was 
likely to feel sorry for him 
verylong. He knew what he 
was going to do in life and 
he quietly went about it.

He worked for four years 
as secretary, doing general 
office work at the YMCA. 
At the same time he was 
keeping books for four or 
five small businesses in 
town, selling magazine 
subscrinticns. feeding 
news to a Woodstock radio 
station through a direct 
line and selling ads for the 
Ingersoll Tribune. He need­
ed the jobs. He was putting 
his wife, Joy, through a 
year at the University of 
Western Ontario so she 
could get her degree as a 
public health nurse.

Thfen it was Bob’s turn to 
go back to school. When he 
was 28-years-old, a year* 
after he had married, he 
entered the Ingersoll Dis­
trict Collegiate Institute. It 
was 1952 and J.C. Herbert 
was principal, a fact which 
Bob feels, was a positive 
asset in his success there.

He was a familiar sight 
whipping through the cor­
ridors in his wheel-chair. 
Well accepted by the 
students, all he had to do, 
when he reached an 
inaccessible 61a ce was sit 
flight arid a friendly "need a 
llft?”: ^vould be^ .heard as 

Strong arms lifted him and 
the chair and all to the 
place where he wanted to 
be. He didn’t expect any 
academic favors and didn’t 
get any. He worked hard 
and completed grades 10, 
11,12 and 13 in two years. It 
was no surprise thathe was 
accepted at Queen’s Un­
iversity, where he grad-

( poqe I o f )



uated with an honors 
degree in Commerce and 
Finance.

He has been on the move 
ever since. After living in 
Kingston for some time, he 
and his wife and their two 
sons, Bill, 18 and Jim, 10 
now reside in Willowdale.

The years have been 
busy ones. Bob, now 54, has 
taken a two vear course in 
Hospital Organization and 
Management from the 
Canadian Hospital Assoc­
iation, is a director of the 
Canadian Paraplegic As­
sociation and a member of 
the Board of Governors of 
the Lyndhurst Rehabilitat­
ion Hospital. Widely in 
demand as a public speak­
er, he travels wherever he 
is needed, trying never to 
turn down a request to 
speak at a meeting where 
people want to learn about 
rehabilitation. Until his 
new appointment he was 
with the Ministry of Health.

Margaret Birch, provin­
cial secretary for social 
development defined the 
Ingersoll native’s new pos­
ition as “working to 
encourage greater co-or­
dination and co-operation 
in provincial planning for 
the delivery of rehabilitat­
ion services and the 
development of policy ef­
fecting these services.”

An interministerial team 
of rehabilitation co-ordin­
ators is being established 
to assist him.

They will represent the 
ministries of Colleges and 
Universities, Community 
and Social Services, Ed­
ucation, Correctional Ser­
vices, Health, Housing, 

Labour, Transportation 
and Communications, and 
the Workmen’s Compen­
sation Board.

They will work with Mr. 
Waterhouse and in close 
liaison with each other in 
order to assist in achieving 
more effectively integrated 
rehabilitation services 
throughout the Ontario 
Government.

Among the responsibilit­
ies of the interministerial 
team will be to:

Make recommendations 
to the Cabinet Committee 
on Social Development for 
the improvement of em­
ployment possibilities for 
the handicapped.

Function as the govern­
ment point of reference for 
the cases of individuals 
whose rehabilitation needs 
are not being met.

Recommend to minis­
tries or to the Cabinet 
Committee ways in which 
the integration of commun­
ity rehabilitation services 
can be improved.

Identify gaps and dup­
lications in programs and 
recommend changes as 
appropriate.

Bob is very happy with 
his new appointment and 
looking forward to his next 
visit to Ingersoll. He 
returns often to visit his 
mother, Mrs. Lambert 
Waterhouse, Charles Street 
East and his sister Jean 
Kean and family as well a 
as other relatives and 
friends who usually gather 
for his visit. He always 
likes to see “as many 
Ingersoll people as poss­
ible.”

( OGQ& 2 of^") tV.



Quadraplegic travels long
By .JOE K0NECNY 

Sentinel-Review staff writer 
INGERSOLL -  Bob 

Waterhouse has travelled a long 
road since leaving town 37 years 
ago.

The 55-year-oId quadraplegic 
was victim of a swimming ac­
cident at the old upper Thames 
River dam in 1939 and although 
he was rendered paralyzed from 
the neck down, Waterhouse 
fought his w’ay back to lead a 
fulfilling life.

Currently working as a 
provincial co-ordinator for 
rehabilitation services with the 
provincial secretariat for social 
developm ent, W aterhouse 
returned to his hometown 
Thursday and addressed more 
than 60 senior citizens. The 
gathering at the Optimist’s Hall 
was the seniors’ final meeting of 
the year.

The group featured about 30 
speakers between October and 
May and during the last session, 
students from Princess Anne 
school danced and sang their 
way into the crowd’s hearts 
before Waterhouse spoke.

During an interview prior to 
his speech. Waterhouse recalled 
how he dove into the Thames 
River, hit the bottom and broke 
his neck.

He recovered in town and 
lived here untill 1943 when the 
Kiwanis Club sponsored his 
passage to Toronto General 
Hospital. His room and board 
was also covered by the service 
club.

“These service clubs do a 
tremendous job.” he said. “The 

money they raise goes to a good 
cause.”

During his 3‘/2-year stay at the 
hospital, Waterhouse wore 80 
casts as doctors attempted to 
straighten his limbs and 
possibly enable him to walk 
again.

Later, a t a Toronto 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  c e n t r e ,  
W aterhouse learned to use 
crutches and walked with the 
assistance of leg braces.

“ It was great he sa id ,’’ 
recalling the momentous oc­
casion. He now uses a 
wheelgbair.

W aterhouse returned to 
Ingersoll in 1948 and worked in 
the YMCA office alongside 
Hamilton Gosse and Al Clark.

However at the age of 28, he 
opted to return to school at 
Ingersoll D istrict Collegiate 
Institute.

Although he carried a heavy 
workload while completing four 
grades in two years. Waterhouse 
enjoyed his return  to the 
classroom even though other 
students were much younger 
than he.

“ It was great,” he said. “The 
students were tremendous and 
they fully accepted me.

“One of them even offered to 
help me while we were writing 
an exam.” he added. “I should 
have accepted the help...he got a 
better mark than me.”

Sensing a “ limitation of op­
portunity” because of his im­
mobility, Waterhouse packed 
his bags again in 1954 and 
travelled to Queens University 
where he majored in commerce 

and and finance.
Reflecting on the prewar 

medical help available for 
paralized people — which was 
virtually non-existent — 
Waterhouse said, “A great deal 
has changed” .

“ T hat’s my job...getting 
things changed to help the 
handicapped.”

The bulk of his work centres 
on reviewing government 
policies which are of concern to 
the handicapped.

“ It is very rewarding work,” 
he said. “A lot of my work is like 
that of an ombudsman...I deal 
with people who are having 
some trouble with government 
agencies.”

“ In this job my handicap gives 
me credibility...I have been 
through it all.
• “It is the most challenging job 

I’ve ever had and I thoroughly 
enjoy it,” he added.

During his talk with the 
seniors, Waterhouse described 
how his staff prepare policy 
papers for the cabinet.
.^Currently he’s battling with 

government officials for funding 
of a radio reading service in 
Oakville, west of Toronto. The 
network staff reads newspapers 
and periodicals over the air for 
deaf people.

“We feel this is a library 
service and therefore it should 
receive the same government 
funding,” he said.

“ Handicapped people are 
human beings and we demand to 
be treated as such. The end 
product is a sense of worth from 
being productive.” Bob Waterhouse...w

0̂
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A former resident of Ingersoll will be one 
of a chosen few to receive an Honorary 
Doctor of Laws degree this Friday at the 
University of Waterloo for his contribution 
to the advancement of disabled people in 
Ontario.

“ I still can’t believe it,” Robert L. 
Waterhouse said of the honor about to be 
bestowed to him. “When informed by the 
president of the university president I said 
‘Would you say that again.’ I still can’t 
believe it.”

Mr. Waterhouse is a paraplegic as a 
result of a diving accident when he was 
15-years-old and a high school student in 
Ingersoll. Since that time he has gone on to 
accomplish great things not only for 
himself but disabled persons in Ontario 
and Canada.

“I still have strong feelings for Inger- i 
soil,” Mr. Waterhouse said in a telephone 
conversation Tuesday.

Memories include high school principle 
Jack Herbert and vice - principal Currie 
Wilson who helped him get back into the 
school system, following three and a half 
years of being hospitalized in Toronto,

“ Jack was the one who made it possible 
for me to go back to school and complete 
my education,” Mr. Waterhouse said. He 
added Mr. Herbert and Mr. Wilson also 
“made it possible to have a ramp built at 
the east door of the (old) high school.”

Not only was their support at the high 
school, he remembers but from hospital 
nursing staff, residents and industries as 
well.

“ My Dad worked at the Morrow Screw 
and Nut Company and employees there 
took up a collection to buy articles that I 
needed and wanted,” he recalled. “Var­
ious industries would drop by and say 
This is something family and friends w ant 
you to have.”

“It made a tremendous difference," Mr. 
Waterhouse stated.

Another recollection was musicians 
dropping by and performing for him 
during recuperation.

“ It’s what you find in a small place lik e , 
Ingersoll. People are so friendly,” he said.

When Mr. Waterhouse went back to 
school he completed four grades in two 
years and then headed off to Queen’s 
University where he graduated with an 
honors degree in commerce and finance in 
1958.

He joined the provincial civil service as 
an economist and hospital planner for the 
Toronto region, later to become a senior 
economist and acting director of research 
in the ministry of health.

Presently the 57-year-old former resid­
ent of North York is co-ordinator for 
rehabilitation services where he has 

contributed to the improvement of employ­
ment prospects for handicapped persons 
within the civil service and in facilities for 
integrating the handicapped.

Also to his credit, he is one of 10 persons 
across Canada on an advisory committee 
to the president of the Treasury Board of 
Canada concerned with the employment of 
disabled people within the federal gov­
ernment; he is a member of the board of 
governors of the Lyndhurst Rehabilitation 
Hospital; a director for the Canadian 
Paraplegic Association and has worked 
extensively on programs, facilities and 
finding work for handicapped students at 
the University of Waterloo.

“ I think headway is being made, 
substantial headway,” Mr. Waterhouse 
said of facilities, programs and employ­
ment opportunities for disabled persons.

“ In this year of the Disabled Persons 
there have been a lot of innovative things 
happening and we will see the results in 
two or three years,” he suggested.

‘ ‘The main one we’re concerned with is a 
change in attitude of the disabled, an 
acceptance in all walks of life,” he said.

In the very near future, it will be evident 
in education, housing, recreation and 
employment opportunities, the honorary 
doctor of laws predicted.

Robert Waterhouse

az W
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Two Ingersoll Scouts receive prestigious 
BY LIZ DADSON

Two Ing e rso ll D is tr ic t  
Pathfinder Scouts received the

most prestigious award available 
to them in the Scouting move­
ment during a ceremony at the 
Trinity United Church, Ingersoll, 
last Wednesday night.

Michael Whitcroft, with the 1st Staffordville Scouts, receives the Chief 
Scout’s Award at the Green Valleys Region Chief Scout’s Awards ceremony. 
I Liz Dadson photo)

B. J. Van Kooten and John 
Walden were presented with the 
Chief Scout’s Award by provin­
cial commissioner Hugh Robert­
son.

A large crowd watched as 
Pathfinder Scouts from the 
Green Valleys Region, including 
Brantford, Port Burwell, Straf- 
fordville, Burford, Kitchener, 
Cambridge, Elora, Guelph and 
Woodstock, stepped forward to 
receive their awards.

Queen’s Venturer awards were 
also presented to Venturers from 
New Dundee, Cambridge and 
Woodstock.

Jane and Mary Ellen Muterer 
of the Ingersoll Pipe Band piped 
in the Scouts, Venturers and 
d ig n ita rie s  to begin the 
ceremony.

David Fallows, regional com­
missioner for Green Valleys 
Region, spoke of the "fantastic" 
array of youth in attendance. 
“ Every year it gets stronger and 
bo lde r,”  he said. “ You’ ll  
remember this night for the rest 
of your lives."

Members of the cast of 
“ Oliver" from Ingersoll District 
Collegiate Institute performed 
four songs from the show, pro­
viding spirited and highly- 
ta 1 ented en terta in ment.

Milt Miree, district commis­
sioner for Ingersoll D istrict, 
outlined the Chief Scout's Award 
which was inaugurated in 
September, 1973 by Governor 
General Roland Michener in his 
capacity of Chief Scout of 
Canada.

Michener was greatly impress­
ed by the many projects through 
which Scouts rendered service to 
others and helped to improve the 
natural environment and he felt 
that such acts should be specially 
recognized.

A Scout’s training begins with 
the basics in all aspects of the 
Scouting program, leading first 
to his investiture to the B.P. 
Woodsman Badge.

The Scout becomes actively in­
volved in a training scheme in 
which he earns a number of 
achievement badges from four 
general programs categories. He 
becomes a Pioneer Scout after 
completing to the bronze level, a 
Voyageur Scout after completing 
the silver level, and then a 
Pathfinder Scout after attaining 
the gold level.

Requirements for the Chief 
Scout's Award include communi­
ty service, camping, hikes, per­
sonal development and public 
service. A ll training for these 
achievement badges involves not 
only skills development but also 
the organization, planning and 
leadership required to carry out 
the activities.

After the completion of all 
these re qu ire m en ts , the 
Pathfinder Scout must still be 
recommended for the Chief 
Scout’s Award by his peers and 
the recommendation must be en­
dorsed by his leaders and his 
district commissioner.

P ro v in c ia l com m iss ioner 
Robertson, after presenting the 
awards, noted the “ wonderful 
spirit”  at the ceremony.

“ Pathfinder Scouts, you are all 
achievers," he said. “ There are a 
lot of critics in this world. Expect 
c r it ic is m . Being a success 
doesn’t always mean you’ll suc­
ceed the firs t time. I t ’s all in how 
you look at things."

He said what the Scouts did 
during the ceremony is publicly 
prove they are winners, achieves 
and people who w ill succeed.

“ Take tonight, tuck it away in 
your memory and when someone 
starts criticizing you, take it our. 
rub it and remember this night. 
You’re a winner."

He also urged them to 
remember they are not alone in 
life. “ Believe in yourself and 
believe you never have to walk 

alone. We always have God with 
us."

V enturer Ian Stevens of 
Woodstock also spoke, outlining 
the many' friendships made at 
camps and jamborees.

“ Lord Baden-Powell gave boys 

Ingersoll Scout B. J. Van Kooten receives the C
vincial commissioner Hugh Robertson during
Chief Scout’s award ceremony. (Liz Dadson ph

a good
was a 

He a
of the 
hope I ’
leaders



Girl w ins ach ievem ent 
BY RON PRESTON

It’s taken her three years of dedication 
and hard work but 19-year-old Connie White 
has earned the silver level of the Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award. The prestigious youth 
achievement honor was bestowed upon the 
diminitive Ingersoll girl at a Queen’s Park 
ceremony two weeks ago.

The award originated in 1956 as a 
challenge from Prince Philip to all Can­
adians between the ages of 14 and 25 to excel 
at leisure-time activities.

Miss White became interested in the 
award after a guest speaker at a Girl Guides 
banquet spoke of it. “It sounded really 
interesting,” she said, “and I thought ‘wow, 
it’d be nice to get that’.”

The award can be achieved at three 
different levels; bronze, for those over the 
age of 14; silver, for those over age 15; and 
gold, for people over 16. The award is a lapel 
pin and comes with an inscribed certificate.

Encouragement is an essential factor 
behind every accomplishment, and the 
awards are set-up to show appreciation for 
young people setting and reaching a goal. 
But the system is not meant to be 
competitive; participants measure them­
selves against a set of standards, not against 
others.

To acheive her silver level award. Miss 
White had to satisfy the requirements in 
four different areas. To comply with the 
requisites in the service classification, she 
assisted her mother, Mary, as a leader with 
the 3rd Ingersoll Brownie pack.

That was not a new task for Miss White, 
she’s actually been working with the 
younger girls almost seven years.

Award winners must also qualify in the 
area of expeditions, working with a small 
group which plans and carries out its own 
trip using maps, charts, a compass and 
other survival knowledge.

Miss White a member of the 1st Rangers, 
found it to be an enjoyable adventure, 
spending one week hiking and backpacking 
in Algonquin Park, then spending another 
week camping at Doe Lake.

Under the skills category, the Grade 13 
student submitted her years of competing in 
the Youth Bowling Council. Her many nights 

of knocking down pins at the local lanes paid 
off in more ways than one.

The final area was achievement in 
physical fitness. With the help of one of her 
high school physical education teachers, she 
was tested under the Participaction pro­
gram winning a silver level award there 
also.
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PAULA WHITTAKER

Meet your Heritage Queen ’90
Story ind compinion photo
Mt ERIC SCHMIEDL
oFTho Senllnol-Reilew________
I NGERSOLL -  say helio to 

1990’s Heritage Queen!
•Paula Whittaker, 18, says the big­

gest part of her job is representing 
Ingersoll. She will accompany 
Mayor Doug Harris to various func­
tions and events throughout the 
year.

5‘It’s important to be friendly.”
.Whittaker began her reign late 

last week as she took over from re­
tiring queen Sandy Larners. Her 
pageant win came as a bit of a sur­
prise to her.

“My dad was surprised, almost 
as. much as I was, actually,” she 
adds.

‘I w ill if you w ill’
There wasn’t a major plan behind 

Whittaker’s win. She and a friend 
entered the competition telling each 
other “ I will if you will.

.‘•‘I didn't think my chances were

that good, because there were so 
many entrants.”

Whittaker says she hasn't formed 
any plans for her reign as her title 
"hasn’t really set in yet.”

There’s some Scottish in her her­
itage but her family “has been in 
Canada a long time.” Her parents 
are originally from Embro and 
Whittaker is a Kintore native, 
where her family now lives.

Ballet had been an interest of 
Whittaker’s for a decade until she 
gave it up last year. Sports, how­

ever, have been an interest of hers 
during her days at Ingersoll District 
Collegiate Institute and she wants 
to carry on with them — "especially 
field hockey” — in her post-second- 
ary years.

Whittaker’s next education step 
isn’t set in stone yet. She has been 
accepted at Brock, Trent and 
Guelph universities for early child­
hood education studies but she’s 
also keeping her eye on Fanshawe 
College for dental assistant train­
ing.

Ingersoll 
JMARK REID INGERSOLL EDITOR 485-3040

PAULA WHITTAKER takes some time out with Kelly, her family's cocker 
spaniel. Paula will have a busy year ahead as Ingersoll’s Heritage Queen.



, *■ . record of Ingersoll buildings. old buildings to preseve them, houses the liigersoU Casket ,
■'dhgersoll Bure»u
Bjaily Seiithiel-Review

Harty^WhitWell is probably 
s ittiri^ou tri^fcurb sketching one 
of Ingersoll’s old buildings at

record of Ingersoll buildings.

this moment: That's how he 
spends most of his time these 

Idays..You Oari see him seated on 
: his blue plastic cushion on the 
sidewalk, -sketch pad on his 

■knee, pencil in hand, with deft 
strikes putting down on paper 
the building across the street 
•that he wants in his visual

He is concerned that so many 
of the town’s old buildings have 
already been torn down.

"What w ill we have, when all 
the old buildings go?”  he asked.

"Ingersoll wilt be nothing but 
a sleeping town. It w ill lose all 
its character.”

He would like to see the old 
buildings remain. But he knows 
many are condemned, n'lust go. 
He loves old things. That’s why 
it bothers him that so many 
people do not care enough about

old buildings to preseve them.
He mentioned a deserted 
pioneer farm house on the River 
Road that had been left to rot 
away.

In England people have a 
habit of conserving ’ old 
buildings, but in Canada, it 
doesn’t sepm to m atter," he 
said. .

Mr. Whitwell, who was born in 
Wales, came to Ingersoll when 
he was eight years old and 
maintains some of that old 
country feeling. He's glad he 
cared enough to capture some of 
Ingersoll’s old buildings, during 
the fifties, that have since fallen 
under the wrecker’s hammer. 
SUMMER PROJECT

Although he is a man of many 
talents, and many hobbies, he 
w ill devote all his time this 
summer to preserving the 

‘ images, at least, of the old 
build ings that are part of 
Ingersoll's history.

“ The minute you take down an 
old building, i t ’s gone forever. 
How will the younger generation 

'  ever know1 what has been there 
before?"

; He hopes to complete his 
collection of ‘ the town’s old 
buildings by October. He has 
been asked to put it on display in 
the Ingersoll Public Library at 
that time.

Many of the works in that 
show were drawn years ago. 
There is a very old pencil and 
chalk drawing, in color, of the 
Town Hall when it had the bell 
tower on lop. I t ’s so old, in fact, 
that it was done before the town 
had electricity; as the lack of 
u tility  poles clearly shows.

"This is where the hors.es 
came out. I rem ember,-as a bdy, 
chasing them,”  the artist said, 
pointing ' to a door in the 

■ drawing.
There are also drawings of the 

old collegiate, on the spot where 
the present high school is, the 
old post office, where the Bank 
of Montreal now stands, the St. 
Charles hotel that stood where 
there is now green space and the 
chalet.

In a picture dated 1962 he 
pointed to the Massey Harris 
implement store, a bakery and 
the Bell Telephone building. 
"They all went down for the 
municipal parking lot south of 
the police station.”
SKINNER BUILDING

The old Skinner building, a 
wood-working factory in the old 
days, more recently a youth 
centre, was captured by Mr. 
Whitwell before it was con­
demned and lorn down. Still 
other drawings depict Wilson’s 
Dairy located oh Thames Street, 
where'there is now a Becker’s 
store, and the back of what used 
Io be B igham 's ice cream 
parlor. There is also a picture of 
the old J. A. Coles Furniture 
Coinpanv building thal now

Company.
These buildings would be no 

more than memories in the * 
minds of a few older town । 
residents had not Harry Whit­
well captured them per- । 
manently with his pencil. Sfnall 
wonder that he has set out on a 
self-appointed mission .th is 
summer to sketch the fine old 
build ings that s t i l l  grace 
Ingersoll’s core area. He said 
i t ’s therapy for him. He is 
convalescing following a heart 
attack last Christmas.

“ My doctor told me to keep' 
busy but do nothing strenuous, 
and get lots of fresh a ir.” -Mr. 
Whitwell said he can’t think of a 
better way to follow those orders 
than silting on street corners, 
soaking up the sun, while he 
sketches the old town buildings 
he loves so much.

Many of the sidewalk 
drawings that Mr. Whitwell is 
working on are rear views of old 
downtown buildings that now 
have modern fronts. He pointed 
to the crumbling walls at the' 
back of one building. "Unless . 
they fix it up, it is going to be no 
fnore.”  ' '

As he showed a drawing of the 
rear of the public library and 
nearby stores, he pointed to the 
deteriorating brickwork. " I ’ve 1 
got to gel these before they go. 
They’re not going to last iiiuch 
longer.”
DRAW1NGS SOLD

Some of his drawints are being 
bought by those with a vested > 
interest in the subject. Clair , 
Bray bought his pen and ink 
drawing of the Bray building for 
$63. A tormer Ingersoll couple, 
now living in Sarnia, have 
spoken for a splendid watercolor 
of the new Bank of Montreal 
bu ild ing because they 
remember the old post office 
stood on the site when they lived . 
in town. It Shows the Ingersoll 
Pharm acy, the Fishleigh 
building and the building let­
tered McKenny Block. The price 
w ill probably be $75 for it, he 
said. His drawing of the Avco 
building was also sold.

Original drawings by Harry 
Whitwell have long been on 
display in the window of Douglas 
Furniture al prices ranging 
from about $15 to $50. However, 
ho is now preparing many 
sketches of old town buildings 
for printed reproduction... Hei 
plans to reproduce for postcards! 
and note paper, as well as larger 
sizes fo r fram ing , the o ld 1 
collegiate, the public library and, 
the old post office.. । ; ,i ■ ’

I l just may be the way to , 
awaken in town residents an 
awareness of the important old 
buildings that surround ; thejn. 
Seeing the town through Harry 
Whitwell's eyes one can agree 
with him that "Ingersoll is a 
beautiful place Io live?’

( page I © fo l) HAM aa. m s
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, Local artist Harry Whit­
well, Thurs.,, was painting 
one of Ingersoll’s oldest 
buildings) a red brick 
structure at 65 and 67 King 
St. East (formerly the old 
stage coach road). Watching 
the work is the present owner 
John Witcombe. He bought 

the building in 1939 from 
Edward Gray who operated 
a second-hand furniture 
store there. Mr. Witcombe 
said he paid Mr. Gray $500 
for all the furniture stored 
there, and then went into the 
second-hahd fu rn itu re  
business in the evenings to 

get rid of it. (He worked at 
Ingersoll Machine and Tool 
during the day).* Mr. Wit­
combe said the building at 
one time was used as a post 
office. It was built around 
1848, Mr. Whitwell said. 
(Staff photo)
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Local artist Harry Whitwell is busy at work on sketches of Ingersoll as it once was. His assistant 
Michelle Hanlon looks on. Mr. Whitwell is working under a government grant and is hoping to have 
the material he and his crew have gathered, printed in a book form.

FE B  •



Harry

Ruth Merrill and Merriel La Kose are shown here reviewing some of the information they have 
gathered with Mr, Whitwell, on the town’s history. Mr. Whitwell and his three assistants are doing all 
the research and art work under a government grant.



AUTOGRAPHED COPY
Harry Whitwell, left, and Mayor 

Douglas Harris check out the first 
copy of Ingersoll--Our Heritage, a 
history of Ingersoll from United 
Empire Loyalist days to present 

created last year under a Canada 
Works grant. The book was 
received from the printers last 
week.
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Harry Whitwell 
...dies

Artist Harry 
Whitwell dies
INGERSOLL - Harry Whit­

well, the 67-year-old noted town 
artist often seen perched on a 
folding stool sketching historic 
landmarks here, died Sunday at 
Alexandra Hospital.

Last year he realized a life­
long dream with the completion 
of an illustrated 108 page book, 
Our Heritage - A History of 
Ingersoll. The book illustrated 
the history of Ingersoll from the 
day of the United Empire 
Loyalists t i l l  the present.

Born in Wales he moved to 
Ingersoll at the age of six.

He had previously printed a 
book featuring sketches of area 
churches, entitled Through 
These Portals, which was 
recently run as a series in The 
Sentinel-Review. His book Our 
Town Ingersoll also featured 
historic buildings within the 
town.

Whitwell for many years has 
instructed oil painting sessions 
at the Ingersoll Creative Arts 
Centre and is a respected senior 
artist within the town's art 
circles. He also had many 
exhibits displayed at the arts 
centre featuring his artwork, 
hand crafted jewellry and ar­
tis tic  stone collection.

He is survived by his wife, the 
former Bertha Marr. Funeral 
services will take place Wed­
nesday.

19-79



Harry Whitwell and his art
Harry Whitwell, who died Sunday, was 

more than a man who loved art and his 
community of Ingersoll.

Many of Ingersoll’s artists received in­
struction at the Creative Arts Centre from 
Whitwell, a man comfortable in every 
media from oil painting to hand crafted 
jewelry and who once studied with Fred 
Varley, a Group of Seven painter.

There is little doubt Whitwell acted as a 
catalyst for the intense interest in art in 
Ingersoll,

Last year he completed an illustrated 

history of Ingersoll, Our Heritage-A 
History of Ingersoll, to cap his love for the 
town.

Ingersoll and northern Ontario were 
dominant themes for the paintings that 
came out of the crowded and busy studio 
behind his home.

Ingersoll may change in future years but 
the gentle and colorful sights we saw 
through Harry Whitwell’s eyes will live on,

Harry Whitwell was a man who put as 
much into his community as he took out.



Gifted and 
giving

The town of Ingersoll has lost one of its most gifted and 
its most giving citizens. The death of artist Harry 
Whitwell is a loss not only to his closely-knit family but to 
the entire community and to the art world in general.

The one consolation to those who loved him, respected 
him and admired him is that through his legacy, he will 
live on in the memories of all those who knew him. He has 
left so many gifts behind. Paintings by Whitwell hang in 
the halls of schools, in banks and offices, in galleries and 
in private homes.

He saw beauty in everything and whatever he saw, he 
liked to share. He took pieces of rough stone and rock that 
others would step on and converted it into pieces of 
jewellery or ornaments that people would love to see and 
to touch. He created things with his hands that others 
could enjoy.

However, his legacy is made up of more than tangible 
things. No matter how busy Harry Whitwell was, no 
matter how successful he became, he was never too busy 
to explain to the uninformed.

He loved to teach, in fach he was anxious to teach and 
was never more excited than when he discovered 
promising new talent. He always had time for his old 
friends and was glad to make new ones. His relationship 
with his family was also a special one - but then harry 
Whitwell was a very special person.

He saw beauty in everything and he wanted to share 
that beauty with the world.



‘Ingersoll. . . where my heart is centered and my roots are deep’. . . Harry Wh

BY YVONNE HOLMES MOTT

“If all citizens felt towards their 
community like Harry Whitwell did. there 
wouldn’t be many problems in this world 
of ours” observed Mayor Doug Harris as 
he paid tribute to the late artist. Mayor 
Harris described Mr. Whitwell as "always 
pleasant, interesting and enjoyable." 
Speaking of his contribution to the art 
world and the community the mayor 
suggested his work will affect many 
citizens both now and in the future. 
“Citizens like Harry are sorely missed” 
was Mavor Harris' final comment.

Mr. Whitwell died Sunday, March 11, at 
the age of 67.

His contributions to the community were 
many. An art career that began, as he was 

fond to remember, at Sacred Heart School 
when Sister St. Anne kept him in after 
class because she caught him drawing 
when he should have been doing 
mathematics, grew to a full time 
occupation in his retirement. When he had 
to stay in after school, his teacher, instead 
of the reprimand he expected, gave him 
his first box of paints. He never stopped 
painting from that time until his death.

For many years, while employed at the 
Ingersoll Machine Company, he spent all 
rus spare time painting, teacning air ana 
studying. An avid reader, he had upon 
occasion copied out entire books by hand, 

’ when he felt he might want to refer to them 
• again.

He created many paintings, sketches, 
black and white drawings, water colors 

and oil paintings. Still lifes, scenes, 
portraits and impressionistic painting 
were all part of his accomplishments.

Assisted by his wife, Bertha, who was 
always his favorite companion, he studied 
and collected all forms of rocks and gems. 
Corresponding and trading with people all 
over Canada and in other parts of the 
world, he built up an impressive collection 
which he was always willing to show and 
share. From his raw materials he created 
jewellery, book-ends and other works of 
art.

At shows he was nearly always assisted 
by his wife, or his daughter Betty and his 
son George and in later years was joined 
by his grandchildren as well.

His paintings have been hung in many 
galleries and on at least two occasions he 
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HARRY WHITWELL
Funeral mass for Harry 

Whitwell, formerly of 275 
Evelyn Street, was held 
this morning, March 14 at 
11 a,m. at Sacred Heart 
Church.

Mr. Whitwell died March 
11 at Alexandra Hospital. 
He was 67 years old.

Son of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Whitwell, he 
was born in Cwm, Wales 
and came to Ingersoll at an 
early age. He attended 
Sacred Heart Separate 
School and the Ingersoll 
District Collegiate Instit­
ute. Mr. Whitwell was 
employed at the Ingersoll 
Machine and Tool Com­
pany for 44 years before 
retiring to devote full time 
to his art work.

Three years ago he was 
officially recognized by the 
Canadian government for 
his contribution to the art 
world.

Surviving are his wife, 
the former Bertha Marr; 
one son George of Thames- 
ford and one daughter Mrs. 
Fred Summerhayes (Bet­
ty) of Ingersoll; six grand­
children and one great 
grandchild.

Also surviving are two 
brothers, George of Whit­
well, England; and Charles 
of Worchester, England; 
three sisters, Mrs. Mary 
Bray and Miss Agnes 
Whitwell, both of Worches­
ter, England and Mrs. 
Mary Singleton of Wolver, 
Hampton, England; two 
aunts, Mrs. Emily Will­
iams of Ingersoll and Mrs. 
Frances Wilson, Victoria 
B.C.

Temporary entombment 
was in Ingersoll Mausolem 
with interment later in 
Harris Street Cemetery.
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Local
BY I.A l KA PLUMTHEE

Thomas F Williams is 97 
'ears old, although anyone 

oking at him would find it 
■ rd to believe His blue 

■ye< are bright and alert, 
and his mind is forever 
ticking away, registering 
things for future reference. 
He has kept trim  over the 
years and is immaculately

His active mind is appar­
ent in his published collect­
ion of poems written be­
tween 1966 and 1979. 
Although Mr Thomas said 
he no longer writes poetry, 
he still gets many requests 
for his hook

At first I only ordered 
about 100 to be copied. Now 
Tin nearly through 2t)0 and 
[x'ople come back for more. 
I ts  a good sign "

Approximately 30 poems 
are published in the book.
which Mr Williams ex-
plains as a collection of his 
thoughts. " I t ’s just my 
ideas on different things. An 
idea would come to me that 
i d like to express. I ’m an 
admirer of the English 
language

The result of that is that 
people appreciate it. I t ’s Ihe 
application of my life, and 
how I see it today."

Mr Williams said he’s 
been writing ever since he 
can remember, although 
not necessarily poetry.

T ve been writing corres­
pondence since I was a 
small boy, even back before 
the turn of the century." he 
said

Mr Williams is a native of 
Ingersoll, although his ex-

periences have taken him 
halfway around the world. 
The first half of the book 
deals with his experiences 
flying, especially in World 
War I.

At the beginning of the 
war. Mr. Williams said he 
was always interested in 
flying. "A t that time I'd no 
more thought of flying than 
going to the moon.”

However, in 1916 he said 
the Canadian Corps, which 
he was in, was sent to the 
Somme in France. He’d 
spent the two years before 
that on the lines.

"M y part of the war made 
it necessary for me to know 
the country. It was such a 
different part of that coun­
try. In order to relate the 
area with the map, we went 
to Candas. There’s an air 
station there. So I went 
there to gel a ride in the 
plane to relate the area with 
the map.

" I  got an hour’s flight, 
and I realized I ’d been on 
the lines two years and I 
hadn't seen anything. I felt 
so much at home in the air 
that 1 wrote in my diary, I 
feel I could fly one of these 
things myself. That was on 
August 29, 1916."

After that, Mr. Williams 
said he made up his mind to 
get transferred into the 
flying corps.

"The first of October I 
went back to Candas to see 
if the commanding officer 
could get me some tips on 
how to get in the airforce. I 
learned the process requir­
ed to get transferred -  you 
had to satisfy the officer 
that you were qualified."

Mr. Williams explained a 
recommendation from the 
major-general of the Can­
adian Flying Corps helped 
him a lot. "He recommend­
ed me for the flying corps, 
although I was way over 
age." he said, adding that 
they wanted young men in 
the age of their early 20s or 
late teens. " I  was 31 at the 
time. I always was the 
oldest one in all the corps I 
was in."

Learning to fly was no 
trouble at all for Mr. W il­
liams. " I t  came naturally to 
me. I got to France in 1917 
as a naviator. And I had 
nearly three months on the 
western front. I got shot 
down twice on that front but 
never damaged an aircraft 
in landing."

At that point, he said, they 
were flying Sopwith Cam­
els. Then, he said, his 
squadron was sent to North­
ern Italy to protect that 
part of the country.

"We spent eight months 
flying the Italian front, and 
at a much higher altitude 
than normal. Up to 18,000 or 
19,000 feet with no oxygen.”

was World War I pilot

Thomas Williams, at 97, has written a collection of poems that he feels expresses 
his tfe’s experiences. Many of Mr. William's poems are based on his flying 
experiences, and the time he spent flying in World War 1.

He was forced to take a 
rest because of damage to 
his heart, he said.

"1 left the lines August 1, 
1918,”  he said. "During that 
time I was decorated with 
the m ilitary cross, an Ita l­
ian medal equal to the 
m ilitary cross, received my 
captaincy, and was given 
command of the flight in the 
28th squadron."

Mr. Williams recalled one 
time over Italy when he was 
shot down by anti-aircraft 
weapons. “ I glided over 20 
miles so as not to come 
down in enemy territory,”  
he reminisced. "1 glided 
into a deep gorge with cliffs 
on both sides and a river in 
the middle. After that they 
repaired my plane and then 
1 flew out of there again.”

Mr. Williams finished the 
remainder of the war as an 
examining officer for a 
school of aerial fighting. He 
did very little  flying there, 
he said.

Before the war, he said, 
he was homesteading in 
Alberta. However, when he 
returned, he didn’t really 
like the looks of the place 
anymore. So, when the gov­
ernment offered a refresher 
course to World War I 
flyers, at Camp Borden, he 
jumped al the chance and 
came back to Ontario.

Later, he received his 
civilian flyers license, and 
an air engineers license 
which would enable him to 
go into aviation if he decid­
ed to fly again.

"1 made my last flight 
when I was 86years old,”  he 
said. " I  had my license until 
1972, and I dropped it  volun­
tarily -- I didn't have to.”

Although that was the last 
time he flew a plane, it was 
by no means the last time he 
was in one.

“ The Greenland Forces 
Base in Nova Scotia were 
flying their Aurora’s this 
fall, and got permission t0  
land in London to pick me 
up as their guest speaker," 
he said. " I  was in Nova 
Scotia for four days. That is 
the largest base in the 
Maritimes. That was cer­
tainly a tribute to me.”

Out of his many poems, he 
said it is very hard to pick a 
favorite. However, he said 
one that has received the 
most comments was an ode 
to his wife who has been 
dead for 10 years.

"This book is not intended 
to be a life history,”  he said. 
" I t ’s ■ just my ideas on 
different thoughts that 
come to a person of my age 
and my experiences."

t l l  (
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Veteran Pilot Establishes 3 2 -Y ear Flying Record
Tom Williams Still Loves Ad­

venture Amid Clouds

BY J. STEWART WATSON 
Free Press Woodstock Bureau 

VV FOODSTOCK, May 21—Silvery- 
VV thatched Tom Williams, of 

Sweaburg, a few miles south of 
here, sat in the long spring grass 
beside his Fleet Canuck airplane, 
chewed on a dandelion stem and 
"talked flying."

tn an hour and a half interview, 
and we were loathe to leave then, 
Tom, quietly and with twinkling 
eyes, packed in a lifetime of ad­
venture in the air which opened 
with th e . dangerous flying days of 
the First World War.♦ * *

With the soft spring breeze ruf­
fling his hair, he gazed down the 
2,000 foot pasture-like runway at 
his farm and recalled the glorious 
freedom of bush flying. He told of 
thrills during his 32 years of flying 
to do the ordinary man a lifetime, 
or, even two.

Even now, when most men his 
age .are content to forego the free­
dom of the skies for solid earth, 
Tom and his plane are still a 
familar sight in the "wild blue 
yonder” over Oxford.* * ■*-

In his checkered flying career 
which dates back to 1916 in World 
War One, Tom has been a war 
pilot, a bush flyer, an instructor 
and, through the last war, a test 
pilot. Now he flies mostly for his 
own amusement.

If you were to meet him and ask 
if he was Mr. Williams, he’s the 
kind of man who would reply: "No, 
Tom Williams.” He is the type of 
man who seems close to the earth 
and yet, in his bearing and man­

♦ - ... ~ ♦

Tom, seated in the cockpit of his fleet Canuck, on his Sweaburg 
farm.

ner, possesses the freedom of the 
skies. He talks quietly, easily in a 
good home-spun, common-sense 
manner, in fact, it is fun talking 
to him. ♦ * *

Reticent about his age, Tom wen* 
overseas with the First Canadian 
Division in the First World War. 
A major took him up for a spin 
and he liked it. Aftef an interview 
with the proper authorities, he was

| transferred to the Royal Flying 
I Corps, in 1916.

In 1917 he was back in the front 
lines flying a Sopwith-Camel. "It 

I was a good ship in those days,” he 
; smiled. He recalls that he soloed 
in three hours and was only 25 
hours in the air when he was shot 
down by the famed German Richt­
hofen Circus. Altogether he was 
downed three times in 48 aerial 
combats. Although he holds the

Farm In Oxford Has 2,000-Foot 
“ Pasture-Runway”

Military Cross, won in 1918, he 
only admits "knocking down a 
few.”

When he came back hi didn’t 
care if he ever saw an airplane 
again and just wanted to resume 
farming. He credits a $25,000 prize 
offered for a London to London 
flight offered by a brewery com­
pany with reviving his interst in 
flying. “I always wanted to • fly 
the Atlantic,” he observed.

It was when the London Flying 
dub started about 1926 that Tom 
bought his first plane. Since then 
he has owned about 10 different 
planes. He held a license for an 
airport on his 130-acre farm for 
about 20 years. He lost it when the 
last world war started at which 
time he joined the Fleet Aircraft 
Company in Fort Erie as chief test 
pilot.

♦ ♦ ♦

He is well-known throughout 
Western. Ontario as a flying in­
structor, having taught flying at 
Kitchener-Waterloo, and London 
clubs.

Flying by the seat of his pants 
is no novelty to Tom who has 
flown the bush districts in North­
ern Ontario and out west around 
Winnipeg. Bush flying to Tom is 
great fun and he can recite many 
hair-raising experiences while oc­
cupied in that hazardous occupa­
tion.

Working around his farm today, 
Tom has all the appearances of 
the traditional farmer. It wasn’t 
until he squatted down besides his 
plane and talked of flying that you 
got the vision of a man who is 
part hawk by nature.



Tom Williams, once Canada’s oldes
Tom Williams, Canada’s oldest 

active pilot until he quit flying at 
the age of 87, died yesterday in 
Woodstock Hospital.

The Woodstock resident w as 
admitted to hospital earlier this 
summer for a series of cancer 
operations. He w as 99, th re e  
months short of his 100th birth­
day.

Mr. Williams, who was original­
ly refused pilot training during 
World War I because he was “too 
old,” went on to become a war 
flying ace with 14 confirmed kills.

Born in Ingersoll. Mr. Williams 
grew up on the family farm at 
Sweaburg and homesteaded in 
Alberta before joining the Cana­
dian Army on the outbreak of the 
war.

He served as an artillery spotter 
and was turned down for pilot 
training with the British Royal 
Flying Corps in 1916. The follow­
ing year, the  32-year-old tried 
again and was welcomed into the 
air arm.

Red Baron
During his two years of military 

flying, he was shot down three 
times — by German air ace Man­
fred von Richtofen (the legendary 
Red Baron), by German artillery, 
and by “friendly fire” — an Allied 
machine gunner too quick to fire.

He held the  rank of captain 
when the war ended. Among the 
m any medals he w as awarded 
were the Military Cross and the 
Vaio re Militare, Italy’s highest 
military decoration.

Yesterday, his daughter Alena 
Fines recalled her father as “a 
very principled man” who had 
been awarded every major Cana­
dian service medal.

After leaving the military — as 
one of the founding fathers of the 
Royal Canadian Air Force — Mr. 
Williams trained for a commercial

Ben voyage: In this 1969 photograph, 84-year-old Tom Williams waves from his F
fore taking off. The World War I flying ace, with 14 kills to his name, was once shot 
ary Red Baron. He won the Military Cross and Valcre Militare, Italy’s highest decora

pilot’s licence. His original com­
mercial p i lo t’s certificate was 
signed by Orville Wright, one of 
the fathers of flying.

During the 1920s and the 1930s, 
he earned his living barnstorming 
w ith his E ag lerock  bip lane 
throughout Ontario.

During World War II. Mr. Wil­
liams worked as a test pilot for 

Fleet Aircraft and Irvin Air Chute 
in Fort Erie, where he tested both 
airplanes and parachutes.

In 1971, Mr. Williams — then 87 
— took his Fleet 21M biplane up 
for one final solo flight. The follow­
ing year, he was listed in the Guin­
ness Book Of World Records as 
the world’s oldest active pilot. He 
sold the plane at auction in 1973.

Mr. Williams also worked as a 
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By GREG ROTHWELL 
of The Sentinel-Review

Woodstock’s famed aviation 
pioneer, Tom Williams, died at 
Woodstock General Hospital 
today, just a few months short 
of his 100th birthday.

A funeral service is to be held at the 
United Church in Sweaburg, the com­
munity where he spent much of his life 
as a farmer, Monday at 2 p.m. Funeral 
arrangements are being made by the 
RD. Longworth funeral home, public 
visitations are to take place there 
Saturday and Sunday.

Tom’s daughter, Alena Fines, called 
her father "A  very principled man.”  *

He was a First World War air ace. a 
founding member of the Royal Cana­
dian Air Force, a member of the Cana­
dian Aviation Hall of Fame and was 
also one of Oxford County’s most in­
novative farmers. In 1972 the Guinness 
Book of Records honored him as the 
world's oldest active pilot when he 
made a solo flight the year before at the 
age of 86.

BORN NEAR INGERSOLL

Born in what is now a part of Inger­
soll on Oct. 12, 1885, Tom received his 
schooling in that town. He travelled to 
western Canada about 1911, when the 

First World War broke out in 1914 he 
joined the Legion of Frontiersmen in 
Calgary. He resigned from the ranks 
almost immediately and enlisted with 
the Corps of Guides, 'and transferred 
again to the Provost Corps of the First 
Canadian Division. He arrived in 
France in February. 1915.

Tom was a distinguished soldier and 
served in the lines until he was recom­
mended for a commission in the Royal 
Flying Corps by Major General Sir Ar­
thur Currie.

Trained in Scotland and England, 
awarded his wings and promoted to 
Lieutenant, he was posted to No. 45 
Squadron of the Royal A ir Force in 
France as a fighter pilot. He flew in the 
front lines against Baron Manfred von 
Richtofen's Flying Circus. During this 
period he destroyed four German air­
craft in combat. No. 45 Squadron was 
posted to Italy in 1917. and within three 
months of operations Tom had raised 
his score to 10. He was awarded the 
M ilitary Cross, and the Italian govern­
ment decorated him with the Valor. 
Militaire.

His string of victories resulted in a 
promotion to the rank of Captain and he 
was named flight commander of No. 28 
Squadron of the RFC.

In 1918 his aircraft was disabled by 
enemy anti-aircraft fire, he glided hi's 
plane 21 miles through the mountains 
and made a safe landing at an Allied 
base. Tom was credited with destroying 
14 enemy aircraft during the war. 
before being ordered to England for 

medical reasons. He was posted to the 
School of A ir Fighting at Beamsville. 
Ont. as an examining officer, in 1919 he 
returned to England to resign his 
commission.

COMMERCIAL LICENCE

When he returned to Canada he earn­
ed a commercial pilot's certificate and 
air engineer's licence. He bought his 
father's farm at Sweaburg. leased an 
adjoining estate and purchased and 
airplane, turning the operation into an 
airport.

He owned a commercial air service in 
southwestern Ontario from 1927 to 1931 
and became a flying instructor at the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Flying Club.

In 1934 he was named a chief flying 
instructor at the London Flying Club 
and earned his instrument flight rating. 
In 1937 he was hired to fly a daily ser­
vice out of Winnipeg. Man. to the min­
ing areas of northern Ontario. When 
that flying company ceased operations 
a year later he became a charter pilot 
and instructor in Rouyn. Quebec. When 
the Second World War commenced he 
joined the Fleet Aircraft Company at 
Fort Erie as a chief pilot, he held that 
position for eight years.

When he retired he purchased a Fleet 
airplane to test-drop parachutes, as 
well as for pleasure flying.

Inducted to Canada's Aviation Hall of 
Fame in 1973. a citation there honors 
"His exemplary conduct in aerial com­
bat and his half-century of dedication to 
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THIS CITY'S famed aviation pioneer, Tom Williams, died at 
Woodstock General Hospital early today, just a few months short 
of his 100th birthday. Always a much respected, much loved, pilot 
and person, Williams is shown in a familiar pose in this circa, Oc­
tober 1970 photo. (Filephoto)
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T h e f l a g - d r a p e d c o f f i n o f W o r l d W a r O n e f l y i n g a c e T o m m y

W i l l i a m s  i s  t a k e n f r o m t h e S w e a b u r g U n i t e d C h u r c h a f t e r a  

f u n e r a l  c e r e m o n y M o n d a y .  M r .  W i l l i a m s  w a s b o r n i n  I n g e r s o l l  

a n d d i e d l a s t T h u r s d a y a t 9 9 y e a r s o f a g e . H e  w a s a  h i g h l y

d e c o r a t e d  W W 1  f i g h t e r  p i l o t  w h o f l e w  w i t h  t h e  R o y a l  F l y i n g C o r p s  

i n 1 9 9 m i s s i o n s .  P a r t i c i p a t i n g i n h u n d r e d s  o f d o g f i

W i l l i a m s w a s  s h o t d o w n t h r e e t i m e s ,  a l w a y s e s c a p i n

i n j u r y .  B e i n g t h e  o l d e s t  p i l o t  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  l i c e n s e g a i

p l a c e i n t h e G u i n e s s W o r l d B o o k  o f R e c o r d s .  H

i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  w a s  s i g n e d b y  n o  o t h e r t h a n  O r v i l l e  W r i



First year with Ice Capades 
an enjoyable one for Wilson

pany, with the stronger skaters, 
is the first group to perform a 
show’. The show will be performed 
by the western company the next 
year then the continental com­
pany the following year.

Wilson, who set her sights on 
joining the Ice Capades about two 
years ago, says she did not expe­
rience the butterflies when the 
show opened in Deluth, Minn., on 
Oct. 7. The tour ends April 14 in 
Denver.

'T he  show is really relaxing to 
do,” she says. ‘‘It’s not like com­
peting . . .  it’s a lot easier on you.”

“The show is really relaxing to 
do,” she says. “ It’s not like com­
peting . . .  it’s a lot easier on you.”

Prior to touring, the first-year 
skater practised daily from start­
ing in August, from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. In addition to on-ice prac­
tice, Wilson was involved in ballet 
and worked out in a gym.

Skating since 1974, Wilson tried 
out for the company in Toronto 
last December and w'as told she 
made it in May.

Wilson, who enjoys travelling, 
would like to tour with the west­
ern company next year.

By MARK REID
of The Sentinel-Review

INGERSOLL — Ingersoll na­
tive Amy Wilson is back in Can­
ada skating with the eastern com­
pany of Ice Capades in Toronto 
this week.

Wilson

Wilson, a 19- 
year-old grad­
uate of Inger­
soll District 
Collegiate In­
stitute, has 
performed in 
over 60 shows
south of 
b o r d 
already 
year.

the 
e r 
this

On Top ol 
the- World is a

new show touring eastern Canada 
and the United States. Wilson, 
whose family lives at RR 4, Inger­
soll, is a line skater and a chorus 
girl with the company.

“ If a principal skater is sick, I 
go in for them,” she says.

“ If a principal skater is sick, I 
go in for them,” she says.

There are three Ice Capade 
companies. The eastern com-

h l o y  e m k e r  I O

Amy Wilson makes Metro debut
By MARK REID
ol Ingersoll This Week

Ingersoll native Amy Wilson is back in Canada skat­
ing with the eastern company of Ice Capades in To­
ronto last week.

Wilson, a 19-year-old graduate of Ingersoll District 
Collegiate, has performed in over 60 shows south of 
the border already this year.

On Top of the World is a new show touring eastern 
Canada and United States. Wilson, whose family lives 
at RR 4, Ingersoll, is a line skater and a chorus girl in 
the company.

“If a principal skater is sick, I go in 
for them,’’ she says.

There are three Ice Capade companies. The eastern 
company, comprised of the stronger skaters, is the 
first group to perform a show. The show will be per­

formed by the western company the next year then 
the continental company the following year.

Wilson, who set her sights on joining the Ice Ca­
pades about two years ago, says she did not experi­
ence the butterflies when the show opened in Duluth, 
Minn., Oct. 7. The tour ends April 14 in Denver.

“The show is really relaxing to do,” 
she says. “ It’s not like 

competing...it’s a lot easier on you.”
Prior to touring, the first-year skater practised 

from early August through Sept. 28 from 10 a.m. 
through 6 p.m. In addition to on-ice practice, Wilson 
was involved in ballet and gym facilites were made 
avaialable to the skaters.

Skating since 1974, Wilson tried out for the company 
in Toronto last December and was told she made it in 
May.

Wilson, who enjoys travelling, would like to tour 
with the western company next year.
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Wilson documents family 
history in detailed book

Everett Wilson never knew his 
grandfather. He died shortly after 
the birth of his own son in 1911.

Still, Wilson had an unsettling 
need to investigate his' past and 
share those discoveries with his 
children. From that need the pages 
of “The Land is their Heritage’’ 
were born.

Written by Wilson, the book 
chronicles, in great detail, the lives 
of his grandfather and great aunts 
and uncles who may have otherwise 
been forgotten through the passing 
of time. ______

Wilson wanted to create more than, 
a “bare bones family tree” so he 
began research ing  his past, 
discovering it was deeply seeded in 
the land.

In the forward of his 126-page text, 
Wilson described his ancestors. 
Richard and Sarah Wilson, his great 
grandparents, left their native 
England to settle in Dereham, 

i beside what is now Highway 401 in 
1831.

Richard Wilson II, one of Richard 
and S a ra h ’s sons, m arried  
Catharine Gregg in May of 1860. 
They had nine children.

“The boys acquired the knowledge 
of how to turn the sod, Wilson wrote, 
the proper time to plant and harvest 
the crops, the care of the cattle, 
from on- the-farm training.”

Wilson, who runs his own farm in 
Salford, described his ancestors as 
unique in that each and every one of 
the six sons was able to have a farm 
of his own, with a total acreage of 
nearly 850. Two of the daughters also 
married farmers.

Wilson began his search for the 
past in 1971. Sifting through hours of 
taped interviews with family 
m em bers, w riting, analyzing 
documents, visiting cemetaries and 
contacting the land registry office to 
confirm exact dates, Wilson was 
able to compose the nine biographies 
recorded in his book.

With the help of his grandmother, 
Mary, who died in 1974 at age 91, 
Wilson was able to piece together 
much of the puzzle. A shoebox col­

lector of memorabilia, Mary was the 
only member of the founding 
generation Wilson was able to inter­
view. The death of Wilson’s father in 
1976 was another inspiration.

It is to his father, Austin, that 
Wilson dedicates the book.

“He watched its progress with 
great interest,” Wilson said. “He 
made valuable suggestions during 
the first years of writing.”

Although Austin did not live to see 
the finished work, his death spurred 
on Wilson’s determination to finish. 
The finished manuscript, written, 
edited and rewritten over and over 
again was finally in Wilson’s hands 
16 years a fter he began, at 
Christmas time 1987.

“ It is a book about people,” 
Wilson, who made “the dry bones of 
the names and dates come to life” 
with 85 photographs which capture 
his ancestors in their youth, said.

Wilson said there are a con­
siderable number of his relatives 
still farming, five in the Salford area 
alone. It is for them that Wilson 
wrote the book. He hopes they will 
continue to add to the history.

“ I wanted to share the informa­
tion,” Wilson said. “ I hope I can get 
them spread around for interest, 
reference and nostalgia.”

Wilson has sold nearly 100 of the 
225 books in print. He considers 
them a fitting and lasting memorial 
to those who made the basis for his 
life.

“ I don’t claim anything is original 
or inspiring,” Wilson said. “ It’s not 
a literary work, it’s a labor of love.”



Ingerso ll sportsm an 
to  H all o f Fame

TORONTO (CP) — Broad­
caster Jack Dennett, long a fix­
ture in hockey broadcasts from 
Maple Leaf Gardens and chair­
man of the selection committee 
of Canada’s Sports Hall of 
Fame, will be among five Cana­
dian sportsmen inducted to the 
hall Saturday.

Dennett, 59, will be inducted 
into the Hall for his contribution 
to sport along with boxer Yvon 
Durelle, golfer Pat Fletcher, 
speedboat driver Harold A. Wil­
son and Australian-born oars­
man H. R. (Bobby) Pearce.

Dennett, who began 43 years 
of broadcasting in his native 
Calgary, has been associated 
with hockey broadcasts from the 
Gardens for 30 years.

Durelle, the Baie Ste. Ann, 
N.B., fisherman, had the world 
lightheavyweight crown within 
his grasp on Dec. 10, 1958, when 
he had titleholder Archie Moore 
on the canvas three times in the 
first round.
, That the champ recovered to 
score a knockout of his own did 
little to tarnish the Maritimer’s 
image as one of boxing’s more 
colorful figures.
HAI) 104 FIGHTS

Holder of the Canadian and 
British Empire croons, Durelle 
fought the best of his day, in­
cluding Floyd Patterson and 
Tony Anthony, in a career that 
spanned 104 professional fights. 
He won 84 of them, 43 by knock­
outs.

Fletcher, born in Claxton-On-

Harold Wilson 
. . .  sportsman

Sea, England, in 1916, moved 
with his family to Victoria at the 
age of four, turned pro at 20 and 
was runner-up in his first play- 
for-pay start, the Alberta Open.

He is the only Canadian in 61 
years to win the Canadian Open, 
turning the trick in 1954. While 
living in Saskatoon, he was 
instrumental in organizing the 
game at the high school level 
and subsequently has been in­
volved in junior development 

programs across Canada.
Fletcher also become the first 

president of the Quebec Profes­
sional Golfers’ Association and 
served two years as president of 
the Canadian PGA.
SETS SPEED MARK

Wilson, a native of Ingersoll, 
Ont., raced competitively his 
Little Miss Canada and Miss 
Canada series of inboard boats 
from 1928 to 1949.

He drove Little Miss Canada 
II to victory in the first world 
championships for boats with 
engines of 225 cubic inch dis­
placement at the Canadian Na­
tional Exhibition in 1933 and set 
an official North American 
record of 139 miles an hour in 
Miss Canada IV in 1948.

Pearce, a 6-foot-l 200-pounder, 
won Olympic singles rowing ti­
tles at the 1928 and 1932 Games j 
wearing Australian colors, al­
though he was already living in I 
Canada in 1932.

He competed for Australia at i 
the 1930 British Empire Games 
here, winning another gold 
medal.

In 1931 he won the Diamond 
Sculls at Henley, England, while 
rowing for Canada and in 1933 
turned professional, beating off 
all pretenders to his global 
crown until forced into 
retirement at the start of the 
Second W'orld War with no more 
would-be challengers.

Pearce has also been honored 
by Australia as its athlete of the 
last 200 years.
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'Miss Canada" speedboats 
brought fame to town
BY MARJORIE FLEMING

Over (he years, Ingersoll has produced 
many fine athletes and sportsmen. The 
passing of those years have dulled a few 
memories of Ingersoll’s finest but when files 
are searched and memories jogged, a flood 
of information and verbal reminiscing 
surfaces.

“ I remember when” and ‘‘I’ll never 
forget” bring back the heroes of yesteryear 
and provide us with a glimpse of those who 
earned themselves a place in sports history.

Harold Wilson of Ingersoll is one sports­
man who will not soon be forgotten. His 
career in speed boat racing won world wide 
attention and captured the hearts and 
imagination of the people in his hometown.

Harold Wilson’s racing career began 
when he was only 16. It was in the late 1920’s, 
and he was racing mostly inboards, run­
abouts and outboard hydroplanes in Barrie, 
Picton and Gravenhurst. These racing 
events netted him close to 75 trophies which 
gained him enough experience and skill to 
advance into a larger class of boats.

In 1933, Harold and his father, E.A. 
Wilson, a local industrialist in Ingersoll and 
an enthusiastic sportsman, built the ‘Miss 
Canada 1st’, and it was the beginning of the 
225 cu. in. class of racing craft.

Father and son entered their new craft in 
the international event which took place at 
the C.N.E. and in 1934, Harold Wilson 
captured first prize at the C.N.E. by winning 
three races in three days for the best total 
score. ■

With their first world championship race 
won, the Wilsons decided to build Miss 
Canada II and III, which were 732 cu. in. 
power boats, and they entered them in the 
unlimited Gold Cup Class.

The boats, which were powered with 
specially built 100 h.p. engines, were tested 
at the Machine and Tool Co. in Ingersoll then 
entered in both the Gold and Silver Cup 
races.

Miss Canada gave a beautiful perform­
ance in the competition for the Silver Cup 
and resulted in Harold Wilson winning the 
championship. Miss Canada defeated Miss 
Pepsi, a well-known speed boat at the time.

One of the biggest thrills of Harold 
Wilson’s speed boat career was winning The 

President’s Cup in 1939, with Miss Canada. 
It was the first time in the history of U.S. 
boat racing that the Cup was captured by a 
foreigner, and Wilson was personally pre­
sented the Cup by President Roosevelt at the 
White House.

At the president’s concent. Wilson was 
allowed to bring the Cup to Canada for one 
year. It was the first time the Cup had ever 
left U.S. soil.

World War II interrupted most sporting 
events, so it was 1945 before the Wilsons 
were really back into boat racing full steam. 
Rumours abounded that the Wilsons might 
challenge for the Harmsworth, which was 
considered the greatest prize in boat racing. 
If the Wilsons were to challenge, they would 
need a larger and faster boat. So a decision 
was made to equip Miss Canada III with two 
Rolls Royce Merlin engines, the result of 
which garnered Wilson the Silver and Gold

Cup Championship.
In 1948 and 49, Harold and his father built 

Miss Canada IV and installed Rolls Royce 
Griffin engines, and it was with this boat 
they were ready to challenge for the 
Harmsworth.

Harold Wilson made two unsuccessful 
attempts to win the Harmsworth, but he did 
manage to set an unofficial record of 142.292 
m.p.h. at Picton, Ontario. This record 
surpassed Sir Malcolm Campbell’s mark of 
141 m.p.h., which had been set 10-years- 
previous. The record was not officially 
recognized due to technicalities set up by the 
racing commission. The craft had to have a 
two way run to qualify, and Wilson 
completed just one leg of the course.

Harold Wilson eventually gave up boat 
racing and took up car racing. He became 
president of the Canadian Automobile 
Sports Club and went on to become a 
director at the Mosport Race Track in 
Bowmanville.

In 1975, Wilson was one of five Canadian 
sportsmen inducted to Canada’s Sports Hall 
of Fame, after a long and illustrious career.

Harold Wilson will long be remembered 
for his contributions to the sports world, and 
his speed boat racing career will be 
discussed and reviewed fondly for many 
more years to come.
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HAROLD AND Lorna Wilson (at right) met some 
friends during an autograph session for Boats Unlim­
ited^  Ingersoll Friday. Dolly Harvey (seated) and May 

Rowland are the mother and sister of the late Walter 
Harvey, who was a mechanic for Harold during his 
racing days.

A T BOOK-SIGNING SESSION

Former boat racer meets some old friends
INGERSOLL — World class boat 

racer Harold Wilson was on hand 
here Friday to autograph copies of 
his book Boats Unlimited.

Wilson, who grabbed the world 
racing championship at Toronto’s 
Canadian National Exhibition twice 
in the early 1930s, said his stop at 
C arr’s Book and China Shop is the 
last of his promotional jaunts for the 
book which came out earlier this 
summer. Gravenhurst and Brace­
bridge are among the places that 
have already felt the Wilson touch.

Never one to give up his love for 
the sea, Wilson — along with wife 

Lorna — are planning on heading on 
a round-the-world freighter tour in 
a few weeks.

A freighter cruise is a first for the 
couple. As Lorna puts it, “we’ll play 
it by ear.”

It is “quite possible” another 
book could be forthcoming, she 
says.

If there will be another work, he 
says it will have more to do with 
characters and will include more 
general interest material than con­
tained in Boats Unlimited.

There is an incentive for more 

writing, Lorna says, as the 3,000 
print run of the current book has al­
most sold out. It is likely another 
run of Boats Unlimited will be un­
dertaken.

S  cp E d  i-f-1 / d c
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Daring racing adventures hit the printed page
By ERIC SCHMIEDl
ol Ingersoll This Week

The daring speedboat racing ad­
ventures of a local sportster who 
achieved induction into Canada's 
Sports Hall of Fame are now avail­
able in book form.

Harold Wilson, who was inducted 
into the national hall of fame in 
1974 and into the Ingersoll Sports 
Hall of Fam e in 1986, wrote a biog­
raphy of sorts in Boats Unlimited 
which hit bookstores in June.

"My family's been after me for 
years" to write the book, says Wil­
son, adding it took three years to 
write.

The award winning racer related 
someof the highlights of the book:

winning the President’s Cup in 
1939 was one of most memorable 
points of Wilson’s boat racing ca­
reer. To receive the award, he had 
to go to the White House to accept 
it in person from President Frank­
lin Roosevelt.

The cup had never before left 
United States soil — FDR said to 
Wilson " I’ll suppose you’ll be tak­
ing this back (to Canada) with 
you."

At that, one of the cameramen 
present piped up.

“ I’m sorry, Mr. 
President, you can’t do 

that.”
Wilson said FDR looked like a 

man not to be fooled with. The 
president glared at the camera­
man and said "You had better re­
alize something. Canada is not a 
foreign country."

The cam eram an "just collapsed
"He realized he had the ground 

cut out from under him, so he just 
shut up."

Turning to Wilson, FDR said 
"You take it home."

The cup went to Canada.
in a race in Baltimore. Wilson 

was in second place attempting to 
overtake the lead boat when he 
was hit with a splash of water. By 
the time he had gotten his eyes 
cleared, the lead boat had van­
ished from view.

He thought he had passed around 
the lead craft. However, it had 
done a flip and Wilson’s boat had 
gone underneath it.

the same year he and Lorna 
Reid married, the pair were in a 
race in Detroit with their boats 
placed one after another.

Coming out of a turn at speeds 
greater then 100 miles an hour, 
Wilson saw they were headed for a 
solid stone wall.

“ I cut the throttle at the last min­
ute.

“I could have reached 
out and touched the 

wall.”
Born in St. Catharines, Wilson 

was raised in Ingersoll and at­
tended Victory Memorial School. 
He later went to Ridley College in 
St. Catharines and then went on to 
the University of Toronto, where 
he graduated in engineering.

He first started racing in 1926 in 
Muskoka — “ I got into it and stuck 
with it.”

The thrill of racing played a big 
part in his early exploits.

"At that age, you don’t think that 
much about what you're doing.”

Racing the Miss Canada series 
speedboats, which were built by 
himself and his father E. A. Wil­
son. he captured a number of titles 
and speed records.

Eventually, Wilson turned his at­
tentions to car racing as the presi­
dent of the Mosport race track in 
Bowmanville.

HAROLD AND LORNA Wilson were at Carr's Book old's book Boats Unlimited. The book reco
and China Shop Friday to autograph copies of Har- exploits in boat racing and sailing.

Riding the crest of Wilson’s wav
Book review 
by ERIC SCHMIEDl 
ol Ingersoll This Week

If you hale boating, high-paced 
adventure and around the world 
travel, do not pick up Boats Unlim­
ited.

However, if any of the aforemen­
tioned attractions appeal to you 
—anchors aweigh, by all means.

Authored by world-famous boat 
racer Harold Wilson, Boats Unlim­
ited is a Wilson nautical autobiog­
raphy. It takes the reader from his 
watery beginnings as a boy to his 
international-class racing exploits 
and rounds up with his more recent 
sailingexploits. 

healthy editing dose would make 
things easier to get through.

However, a severe boating en­
thusiasm shines through and be­
comes contagious, pulling the 
reader along for the ride. A large 
number of photos (about 60) help 
paint the picture, although a few of 
the more out of focus and battered 
ones would have been better off left 
out of print.

As a fair bit of local historical in­
formation makes its way into the 
writing, the book should be of par­
ticular interest to Ingersoll folk.

The book keeps an optismistic 
pace throughout, even though the 
author puts forth a mix of racing 
triumphs and downfalls which 

dominate the first port
work.

Delving into his sailin
right from one mast ve
majestic four mast ship
tion — now of a slightly
flavor — continues. As s
the racing and sailing se
the book reads almost a
two.

Boats Unlimited reta il
and can be bought at boo
ordered by writing th
Mills Press at:

132 Main St.

Erin, Ontario
NOB 1T0

The book starts off slowly as Wil­
son relates background informa­
tion. The generally fast pace also 
gets bogged down with an occassio- 
nal lean towards the more techni­
cal aspects of boating, which a non- 
boeter has to strv^lg. through. A
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Ingersoll native Harold Wilson signs one of his books, “Boats Unlimited,” 
for John Loveridge at Carr’s Book and China Shop in Ingersoll Friday after­
noon. (Liz Dadson photo)

Ingersoll native autographs 
his books at Carr's

Ingersoll native Harold Wilson 
autographed his book for the 
public at Carr’s Book and China 
Shop Friday.

His book, “Boats Unlimited,” 
has been three years in the mak­
ing and chronicles the Wilsons’ 
life with boats.

“My family prompted me (to 
write the book),” Wilson said. 
“ It’s about what I did in my days 
before they came along and about 
our life with boats.”

He had a number of articles 
published in boating magazines, 
said his wife, Lorna, who was 
also signing her name to some of 
the books.

“Out of that grew the idea for a 
book,” she said. “And at the 
family’s request, he wrote the 
book.” Lorna then proofread it.

The author lived in Ingersoll 
for more than 60 years. The cou­
ple resided there for 35 years un­
til they moved to the Lake 
Muskoka area where they still 
live.

“ We’ve been out of Ingersoll 
for a few years but obviously peo­
ple haven’t forgotten us,” Lorna 
said.

The Maude Wilson Pool was 

named after Harold’s mother and 
he noted he will hate to see it 
disappear (as has been discussed 
recently by town council).

“ It’s nice to have an indoor 
pool,” he said. “But in my hum­
ble opinion, to the general public, 
swimming is a summer event in 
the open air.”

He noted the pool in the town’s 
new recreation complex will be 
for year-round swimming en­
thusiasts.

“I’m a big swimmer but I 
wouldn’t care to swim in the 
winter,” he said, adding it would 
be sad to see that the Maude 
Wilson Pool, which filled a 
vacuum for a long time, would no 
longer be around.

R ecreatio n  d ire c to r Ray 
Boogaards said the closure of the 
Maude Wilson Pool has been con­
sidered because its restoration 
would take more than $100,000.

“ It needs a whole new shell,” 
Boogaards said. “And it needs 
work on the filtration system and 
on the building.”

He said there has been no ac­
tual discussion about closing the 
pool which was built in the late 
1940s or early 1950s.



IV S o  d I'd. r o d

Daring racing adventures 
hit the printed page

HAROLD AND LORNA Wilson were at Carr’s Book old's book Boats Unlimited. The book recounts his 
and China Shop Friday to autograph copies of Har- exploits in boat racing and sailing.

By ERIC SCHM1EDL
at Ingersoll This W eek _____ __________

The daring speedboat racing ad­
ventures of a local sportster who 
achieved induction into Canada's 
Sports Hall of Fame are now avail­
able in book form.

Harold Wilson, who was inducted 
into the national hall of fame in 
1974 and into the Ingersoll Sports 
Hall of Fame in 1986, wrote a biog­
raphy of sorts in Boats Unlimited 
which hit bookstores in June

"M y fam ily ’s been after me for 
years”  to write the book, says W il­
son, adding it took three years to 
write.

The award winning racer related 
some of the highlights of the book:

winning the President s Cup in 
1939 was one of most memorable 
points of Wilson's boat racing ca­
reer. To receive the award, he had 
to go to the White House to accept 
it in person from President Frank­
lin Roosevelt.

The cup had never before left 
United States soil — FDR said to 
Wilson " I ’ ll suppose you'll be tak­
ing this back <to Canada! with 
you."

At that, one of the cameramen 
present piped up.

“ I’m sorry, Mr. 
President, you can’t do 

that.”

Wilson said FDR looked like a 
man not to be fooled with. The 
president glared at the camera­
man and said "You had better re­
alize something, Canada is not a 
foreign country."

The cameraman “ just collapsed.
■■ "He realized he had the ground 
cut out from under him, so he just 
shut up."

Turning to Wilson, FDR said 
VYou take it home.”  
i The cup went to Canada.

in a race in Baltimore. Wilson 
was in second place attempting to 
overtake the lead boat when he 
was hit with a splash of water. By 
the time he had gotten his eyes 
cleared, the lead boat had van­
ished from view.

He thought he had passed around 
the lead craft. However, it had 
done a flip and Wilson’s boat had 
gone underneath it.
; the same year he and Lorna 
Reid married, the pair were in a 
tace in Detroit with their boats 
placed one after another.

Coming out of a turn at speeds 
greater then 100 miles an hour. 
Wilson saw they were headed for a 
solid stone wall.

" I  cut the throttle at the last m in­
ute.

He first started racing in 1926 in 
Muskoka — " I  got into it and stuck 
with i t . ”

od. J,



\̂ 'H M t Ijarc

J APER 60 e incl. GST

Ingersoll 
industrialist 
idles at 84
Harold Wilson was also known 

, for speedboat racing accomplishments
A former Ingersoll industrialist 

k who was catapulted to local fame 
g for his achievements in speedboat 
s' racing has died. ,

. Harold Wilson, 84, who was in­
ducted into the Canadian Sports 
Hall of Fame, died at his home in 
Montserrat, West Indies, Monday, 
.Dec. 11. The long-time Ingersoll 

president moved there in his retire- 
^ m e n t in the late 1960s.
It. SB

J  His father, Ernest Wilson, took 
trover the Ingersoll Machine and 
W TOOI Co., which owned the Morrow 
^Screw and Nut Company in the 

p e a rly  1900s, where Harold served 
B ;as president until he retired.

O  “Their companies were the in- 
dustrial backbone in the town for 

. many years,” said Ted Hunt, 
clerk-administrator for the Town 
of Ingersoll. The Maude Wilson 

' pool, which closed when the new 
I facility opened at Victoria Park 
1 Community Centre, was named af­

ter Harold’s mother. The family, 
which paid for the pool’s mainte­
nance for many years, believed 
that every child should have the 
chance to swim, Hunt said.

“He was an excellent man in ev­
ery respect of the word,” said In­
gersoll Mayor Jack Warden. “He 
made a lot of anonymous contribu­
tions to the community that were 
pever known by people. ’ ’

. Shirley Lovell, curator of the Iri- 
J^gersoll Cheese Factory Museum 
* and Sports Hall of Fame, said Wil­

son will live on in the town through 
the speedboat Miss Canada IV, 
which became a permanent ex­
hibit of the museum about two 
years ago.

Wilson set a number of unofficial 
speed records with the vehicle in

Harold Wilson
the late 1940s and competed with it 
in Detroit.

“It was amazing — there were a 
lot of busloads of people who went 
down to watch,” Lovell said. “Lots 
of other people kept their ears on 
the radio — he was a native son of 
Ingersoll who brought a lot of pride 
to the community.”

Wilson was married to Lorna for 
58 years. His son, Ernest Wilson 
and wife Cathy still live in Inger­
soll; Wilson was also father to 
daughter Launi and husband Bob 
Elliott of Whitby, daughter Marion 
and husband David Korell of 
Oshawa, son Harry and wife Anne 
of Rockwood and daughter Pat and 
husband Eric Warden of Peterbo­
rough. Also surviving a re  grand- 
childrenahd great-grandchildren.

The funeral will he held at Christ 
Memorial Anglican Church in 
Oshawa tomorrow at 2 p.m. with 
visitation one hour before the serv­
ice. Donations can be made to Fos­
ter Parents Plan or the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation.



Wilson's zest for life led in many directions
(Continued from page 1)
with Walt Harvey of Inger­

soll being Dad’s riding mechanic 
in the HarmsworthTrophyraces.

"As a result of Dad's successes 
in boat racing, he was a member 
of the Gulf 100 Mile Per Hour 
Club, Gulf Marine Hall of Fame, 
the Canadian Sports Hall of 
Fame, and the Ingersoll Sports 
Hall of Fame.”

His son recalls, "The support 
Dad received from the town of 
Ingersoll for his boat racing was 
wonderful,. I remember the sto­
ries of busloads of supporters 
going from Ingersoll to Detroit to 
see the races.”

When Harold Wilson retired 
from active racing, the boats were 
sold to Supertesi in London to 
become the Miss Supertest series 
of race boats. Eventually Miss 
Canada IV was restored and re­
turned to Ingersoll where it holds 
a place of honour in the Ingersoll 
Museum.

Retiring from boat racing just 
allowed Harold Wilson more lime 
to be active in other sporting Jted and th?  Morrow Screw a r t d L n j r ^ h ^ n o t ^  "and, som ^tue ^ ^  Warden. "He wi
e v e n t s * ^ ^ ^  Co/hpari/: J e s t e d  at all who knew him

when he bought a sporty Jaguar 
XK 120 and became a founding 
member and president of the 
Western Ontario Sports Car As­
sociation (WOSCA), Canadian 
Automobile Sport Club (CASC) 
and Mosport Park race track.

He was also a very active mem­
ber of the Ingersoll GolfClub and 
the Ingersoll Curling Club.

Sailing became an integral (if 
a bit slower) pan of Wi Ison's boat­
ing career, with many chartered 
sailing trips in rhe Caribbean as 
well as crewing on a 153-foot 
square-rigged "Tall ship" in the 
English Channel at the age of 75. 
Boats and sports cars remained 
paramount in Wilson's sporting 
days.

Successful industrialist
Sports, however, were only 

one facet of this man's life. He 
was a very successful business­
man.

During the boat racing days, 
he steered and developed the suc­
cessful growth of Ingersoll Ma­
chine and Tool Company Lim- 

full time in 1936, became presi­
dent of IMT and General Man­
ager of Morrows in 1963 when 
his father, E. A. wilson died; be­
came chairman of IMT in 1968. 
The company was sold to IV ACO 
in 1969 and Wilson retired in 
1970.

He co-ordinated the manufac­
ture of defence products at [MT 
during World War II.

IMT became an important sup­
plier of steering gear assemblies 
and automotive parts to the auto 
industry. It began the develop­
ment of the trailer axle business 
under Wilson's direction and at 
the same time Morrow Screw & 
Nut Company became a leader in 
the manufacture of bolts and nuts.

Ingersoll Mayor Jack Warden, 
who worked at IMT before and 
after the war as Sales and Produc­
tion Manager of the Washing 
Machine Department, remembers 
when Harold Wilson designed and 
pul into production the Ingersoll 
Washer.

‘There were 22,000 manufac-

W ard en  a lso  rem em b ers 
when the M aude W ilson Me­
m orial Pool was built for the 
town for 325,000 in 1948 by 
the W ilson family.

Through H arold’s sponsor­
ship through IM TandM orrow s, 
many people of all ages were 
taughlsw im ining and were able 
to swim in the summer months 
for many years.

W ard en  says that E. 
A.W ilson and Harold Wilson 
did "many, many kind things 
for many people in Ingersoll."

The m ayor says they always 
insisted on complete anonym­
ity and people never knew where 
the help came from.

Harold W ilson was an early 
member o f the Kiwanis Club of 
Ingersoll, a strong supporter of 
St. Jam es’ Anglican Church and 
a member of its choir during all 
his years in Ingersoll.

A supporter of Foster Par­
ents Plan of Canada for over 40 
years, he supported and visited 
his m any fo s te r  c h ild re n

Canada to live with his family 
during summer vacations.

A supporter of scholastics, 
he provided the E. A. Wilson 
Scholarship at Huron College, 
UWO. He made it possible for 
some of the M ontserrat island­
ers to come to Canada for fu r­
ther training and to go on to 
lead successful lives.

H aro ld  W ilson  loved to 
write. His book, Boals U nlim ­
ited  was a great success.

After Harold and Lorna sold 
their home in Ingersoll and r e ­
tired to spend their summers in 
M uskoka and their winters in 
the West Indies, Harold contin­
ued to keep in touch with his 
many Ingersoll friends by le t­
ter. Every day he wrote to 
friends throughout the world.

Above all, stresses his son, 
"Dad was deeply devoted to his 
family. He was dedicated to ­
tally to everything he did. He 
lived a complete and full life. 
But he still wanted to do more! "

”He did so much for this
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Ingersoll mourns} 
Wllso n's pass ing|

Harold Wi|spn former In
gersoll resident. industrialist , 
and''philanthropist died in 
Montserrat, ’West. Indic* on 
December 11.'

lie  was born October 14. 
1911 in St, Catharines, *'
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years, he supported arid visited \  ButhcstiUW

' ^fhere were22.000manufac- his' many foster^ children- '"H e'did j
iM ^ “xhe..aotes<~and $ome.atre -



[JJ I L SON,

APER 6 0 c  inch GST

Ingersoll 
industrialist 
dies at 84

■7. ! • ■ ■ ■ ■

Harold Wilson was also known
, for speedboat racing accomplishments

A former Ingersoll industrialist 
i  who was catapulted to local fame 
g  for his. achievements in speedboat 
g  racing has d ied .. v

. Harold Wilson, 84, who was in­
ducted. into the Canadian Spprts 
Hall'of Fame, died-at his home in 
Montserrat, .West Indies, Monday, 
Dec. 11. The long-time Ingersoll 

p resid en t .moved there in his retire- 
^ n e n t  in the late 1960$.

; J  His father, Ernest Wilson, took 
® oyer the Ingersoll Machine and 
^ ^ o o l  Co., which owned the Morrow 
। ^ c r e w  and Nut Company in the 
p e a r ly  1900s, where Harold served 
^ a s  president until he retired.

“Their companies were the in- 
fl? dustrial backbone in the town for 
77 many years,” said Ted Hunt, 

clerk-administrator for the Town 
of Ingersoll. The Maude Wilson 

i pool, which closed when the new 
facility opened at Victoria Park 

' Community Centre, was named af­
ter Harold’s mother. The family, 
which paid for the pool’s mainte­
nance, for many years, believed 
that every child should have the 
chance to swim, Hunt said.

"He was an excellent man in ev­
ery respect of the word,” said In­
gersoll Mayor Jack Warden. “He 
made a lot of anonymous contribu­
tions to the community that were 
pever known by people. ’ ’ 

. Shirley Loyell, curator of the id- 
J^feraplI Qh^ese Factory Museum 
- ana Sports Hall of Famei said Wil­

son will live on in the town through 
the speedboat Miss Canada IV, 
which became a permanent ex­
hibit of the museum about two 
years ago.

Wilson set a number of unofficial 
speed recprds with.the vehicle in

Harold Wilson
the late 1940s and competed with it 
in Detroit.

“It was amazing — ‘there were a 
lot of busloads of people who went 
down to watch,” Lovell said. “Lots 
of other people kept their ears on 
the radio — he was a native son of 
Ingersoll who brought a lot of pride 
to the community.”

Wilson was married to Lorna for 
58 years. His son, Ernest Wilson 
and wife Cathy still live in Inger­
soll. Wilson was also father to 
daughter Launi and husband Bob 
Elliott of Whitby, daughter Marion 
and husband David Korell of 
Oshawa, son Harry and wife Anne 
of Rockwood and daughter P at and 
husband Eric Warden of Peterbo­
rough. Also surviving a re . grand­
children and great-grandchildren.

The funeral will be held a t Christ 
Memorial Anglican Church in 
Oshawa tomorrow at 2 p.m. with 
visitation one hour before the serv­
ice. Donations can be made to Fos­
ter Parents Plan or the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation.
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Joseph Wilson is no stranger to the intricacies of the television chassis. He lay«i claim to building 
Ingersoll’s first set and takes credit for selling the first “tube” in town as well. However, this week 
marks a shift of emphasis from the “tube’s” chassis to those of his consuming hobby - antique sports 
cars. After more than 48 years under the Wilson name, the Thames Street television store changes 
hands.
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Wilson a proud ITOPA member
Winnie Wilson finally made it 

onto the P ark  P lace Theatre 
stage this year.

The Ingersoll Theatre of the 
Perforfning Arts veteran en­
joyed her first speaking role as 
the maid in Critic’s  Choice.

, She almost m ade it once be­
fore but broke her wrists just 
before opening night. And she 
did have a non-speaking role in 
another play although most of 
her time was spent doing props.

Wilson is one of the founding 
members of the group and is de­
scribed by past-president Bill 
Stearm an as “ the backbone of 
ITOPA.” .

In her 13 years with ITOPA, 
Wilson has done ju st about ev­
ery job backstage except direct- >T 
ing although she knew nothing 
about theatre when she started. 
She has produced, helped with 
wardrobe and stage managed. 
But she is best known in the 
props departm ent and is once 
again a m em ber of the play 

. reading committee.
Back when ITOPA did child­

ren’s theatre a t the schools, Wil­
son has fond memories of hav­
ing to take the props home 
overnight. “ I’d like to do more 
children’s th ea tre ,” she said, 
.noting there has been discussion 
on some type of children’s pro­
gram  for next summ er.

Wilson also recalls ITOPA’s 
days a t the Old Town Hall. The 
present quarters a t Park  Place 
Theatre are vastly superior and 
she would like to see the pur­
chase of the building.

The group has seen m any 
changes in the past few years. 
New people have been wel­
comed into ITOPA, something 
very positive. But the ITOPA 
veterans are  needed now more 
than ever. Wilson explains any­
one on stage can forget a line. 
But a newcomer might not know 
what to do w hereas an experi­
enced theatre  person can help 
him or her over the rough 
places.

Becoming p a rt of ITOPA is 
something a persbn any age can 
do. Wilson was almost 60 when 
she becam e involved and says,

“You’re never too old.” The key 
is doing something you like, but 
there has to be the commit­
ment. “ I t’s a good way to meet 
people and is a lot of fun.”

When asked about her plans 
for the coming theatre season, 
Wilson said she has nothing spe­
cific in mind other than props.

She is proud to be p art of 
ITOPA. “ I don’t think we have 
to take a back seat to anyone.”

Wilson is an active m em ber of 
Trinity United Church, a Meals 
on Wheels volunteer and helps 
with bingo a t the nursing home 
on Wonham Street.

i4  t
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DES AIDANTS HONOR _NAME OF YOWSNIREMAN INO FOUNDED GILSON FAMILY' 
IN^DEREHAM

Miniature Sailing Vessels
Typifying Voyage of 1830 and Anniversary Cakes for Richard 

and Sarah Wilson Adorn Table at Reunion Today on Original 
Homestead. 
By George F. James

Ingersoll, Aug Ro —  For a period of one hundred years 
the deed to lot 83, first concession of Dereham township, has 
been in the name of Richard Wilson. The forest home in 1831 of 
Richard Wilson, the original owner, is today the inviting, 
well-tilled farm of his grandson, Richard Wilson, who in­
herited it from his father, also Richard Wilson, youngest 
with progress one hundred yeans ago. And not altogether links 
in the claim of events covering the past century trat the 
present owner of the farm has a son Richard, who no doubt some 
day in keeping with the family decre? will survey the broad acres 
with the proud and independant sentiment of possessor.

The whole history of the Wilson family is interwoven with 
a monster gathering today on the very ground on which Richard 
Wilson settled one hundred yeurs ago, and to his memory, and to 
that of his wife, Sarah Foster Wilson, who shared with him the 
trails and the triumphs of pioneer days sincere and affectionate 
tributes are? being paid* 
LARGE GA VIERING

The pothering numbers between 250 and 30J, although during 
the progress of organization kinship wes established with more 
than AOJ persons. From various parts of Canada and oven remote 
sections of the United States have come relatives eager1 to Join

/DB.
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IN DEREUAM
LARGE GATHERING (continued} 
in the festivities and in retrospect be with Richard Wilson and 
his wife, Sarah Foster lilson.

Actual reminders of whjt the district was like one hundred 
years ago are indeed scant. One by one the things that belonged 
to the pioneer days gave way to the more pretentious, more 
substantial and more efficient, as the march of progress 
continued. Even the little log house that was to Rich

PEOPLE DANTS OR RICHARD UTLSON HONOR MEMORY 
(Cont. between pg. 1) 
and Wilson and Sarah Foster Wilson in 1851 has disappeared. 
A photograph, however, shows its cramped ± dimensions as compared 
to present-day homes, but it was warm and comfortable, radiating 
happiness and hospitality, and it was a powerful factor in 
inculcating those principle which not only make good families 
but good communities. For a setting it can readily be visioned, 
it had vast stretches of timber on all sides, through which 
stalked the denizens of the forest.

Lonely? Yes! But it was the courage and the deteration 
of the men and women of one hundred years ago, their 
perseverance and their unfailing faith that made possible all 
that exists here today.
A CHANGED SCENE

In the home of Richard Wilson today there is everywhere an 
indication of refoicing. Flags are flying and from all parts 
of the spacious grounds may be heard merriment and laughter. 
The farm is situated about three miles from Ingersoll, following 
the Culloden Road to what is known as Prouse's Corners and then 
making a right burn. It is the second farm on the south side of 
the road.

Stretched across an evcrgreen archway to the premises is 
a large streamer bearing the wording, "'Welcome to Wilson Manor,"

/DB
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the house, with its snacious rooms and its old-fashioned warmth 
of friendship and hospitality, is also bedicked with flags and 
hunting, while on the lawn is a huge tent under which the 
centennial meals will be served and the program presented.
The duties of chairman tor occasion devolved upon Richard 
Nilson, the genial host, who heartily welcomed all.
ANTIVERS A RY ;/ L S
The object of keen interest on the table when the elaborate 
dinner was served today weretwo anniversary cakes, one in 
memory of Richard Wilson, and the otherin memory of his 
wife, Sarah Foster Wilson. These were cut by the two oldest 
members of the family nresent the honours w being shared by Richard 
'Nilson of Folder's Corners, L Mrs. George Collins, of Toronto, 
both representatives od the third veneration.
MINT ITT IRE BOATS

Two miniature sailing vessels tynical of the time when 
Richard Wilson and his wife made the voyage across the 
Atlantic, were also objects of interest and curiosity. Having 
made the perilous voyage separately, there was a boat in memory 
of each, their names being carried in reel on the little streamers 
attached to the boats, while the date, "1851" stood out 
conspicuous!y.

Much into res t on t-m part of all. in the gathering was 
centred on a group o t pictures conveni ently arranged on the wall 
of the Livio room of the house. These included the ori inal 
lop: house of Richard Wilson, "The Laundry" of his wife, a snot 
in the Hislor creek, and the last resting place of the two ^ioneers 
OU^YY ENDING SHOCESd

The reun ion was trie great success that had been antic io? ted. 
from the time the first ietails of organisation were undertaken 
some hi.me aro. Full credit for its success was unhesitatingly

/DB
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OUTST-H1DING SUGGEST (cont. from pg. :5)
given to Mrs. Mabel Cronk Smith. p;reat granddaughter of Richard 
and Sarah Foster Wilson, who gave personal attention to vir- 
ually every detail th-b brought together so many representatives 
of the Wilson family.

Representatives were present from Oak Bay, Victoria, B. C.; 
Albion, B. C.; Wilmette, Til.; Ottawa, Brooklyn, N. Y..; Buffalo, 
Chicago, Toronto, Windsor, Port Huron, St, Marys, London, Woodstock, 
and the neighboring district. 
THE WILSON FAMILY

The following history of the Wilson family was writ ben and 
read today by Mrs. Mabel Cronk Smith, granddaughter of Robert 
and Elizabeth Nancekivell Wilson and »-r?eat granddaughter of 
Richard and Sarah Foster Wilson, the original settlers on the 
fann on which the mammoth reunion is being held.

In the late su mor of 1650, Richard Wiison left his home 
in York, Yorkshire, England, to seek a home in the Hew World. 
Glowing accounts had come bo England of the wonderful land of 
opportunity across the sea. There all men were free and equal, 
and good fortune awaited tho willing worker.

"After five weeks on the ocean, in a sailing boat, he 
arrived, in New York and was offered a position to go to tho 
Southern States and drive slaves. This he refused to do, but 
he accepted a chance to work his way on a canal boat, and came 
up to Buffalo on the Old Erie canal, finally arriving at Niagara. 
Here he met Colonel Ball, a retired English officer.

Colonel Ball had served King George IV in tho war of 1312, 
and as a reward for his services he had been given a large tract 
of land in Oxford count?'. Uron loarninv of the wife and sons 
in England, he suggested that Mr. Wilson buy some of this land and 
make a home in Oxford. Ho agreed bo sell him as much as he wished

/DB
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for two dollars an acre, to bo paid for as Mr. Wilson was able. 
"After a long, and tedious walk over a blazed foresb trail, 

our pioneer ancestor arrived in Oxford and selected lot 25, where 
today we are gathered to honour his memory. He Journeyed back 
to Niagara and worked for the colonel during the winter.

"With the opening of spring, Colonel Ball supplied him with 
an ox-cart and what tools, provisions and seed he needed to begin 
farming. He went back to his forest lot and began to prepare a 
home for his wife and family,

’Which had been increased by the birth, on February 2 hid., 
1851, of his own, Richard. II.

"His was a hard task, but he labored happily. He cleared as 
much land as he could and planted some corn and grain. Evenings 
he worked on his log cabin, and, like a worthy father, he made 
it as comfortable as he could. The logs were cut, rudely 
doventailed at the corners and the spaces filled with clay. 
There was a fireplace inside for cooking and heating, and the 
furniture was hand made.

"In June 1851 his wife, Sarah Foster Wilson, accompanied 
by Charles 15, William 15, Leonard t9), Robert 5, and baby Richard 
sailed for the new world. The weather was very unfavor-blo and 
seven weeks passed before they finally arrived in Nev; York. At 
Niagara Colonel Ball volunteered to take them toward home, as he 
knew he would meet Mr. Wilson coming for them. They met near 
what is now the city of Hamilton, and after almost a year of 
separation the family united. 
USED INDIAN TO L n

"They followed a blazed Indian brail through the forest and 
stopped at night at different homesteads along the trail. The 
last stop was, was made wish a family named Gilbert, who lived 
on the farm which is now owned by George Groves.

/DB
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USE?D INDIAN TRAIL (Cont. from pg. A)
"Arriving at their woodland home they found plenty of 

work for all to do. They cleared as much land as possible, 
cut what grass they could find in the open spaces and stored 
it for winter. They cut wood for heating and for keeping the 
necessary fires burning during certain seasons to protect them 
from the wild animals. Wolves, bears and clear roamed the 
forests, and there were plenty of wild geese, turkeys, ducks 
and EEgk other game. There furnished their meat supply, and the skins 
of the wild animals were used for clothin, , moccasins, and 
often times to cover the hand-made furniture, from the bear 
fat candles were made, which were used for light. Their Indian 
neighbors taught them how to preserve the hides of the animals 
to make them soft and pliable.

"Berries and fruits were gathered and dried for winter, as 
also were vegetables and herb-?. The Indians taught them to boil 
the sap of the made trees to sugar, and thus nature supplied 
a great many of their necessities. Sometimes they were lucky 
enough to find a "bee tree" and the honey was enjoyed by all. 
From the Indians they learned to p;rind the corn b / pounding 
it to a hollow stump of a tree to .ake hominy. From this 
hominy corn-bread and corn-cake were mad:-, which were very 
nutritious.

"The grain was cut with a cradle and threshed with a flail. 
During the winter months Mr. Wilson worked for many of the 
settlers at what was known as the "Harris street settlemtnt" and 
used to thresh most of the grain grown by them. He received a 
percentage of the threshed grain in payment for his services and 
used to walk many miles, some times as fur as Brantford, to have 
it ground into flour. He would return home with the sack lightened 
consi.decable by the miller's toll.

"Mr. Wilson was always very friendly with the Indians 

/D13
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USED INDIAN THiTL (Cent. from pg. 6) 
neighbors, and the Indian returned this friendship. When they 
held their "Pall Chase" he world cart the slain animals to 
their settlement with his oxen. They repaid him with a portion 
of tile venison and taught hom to cure and preserve the meat 
for future use. The Indian also gave him much useful information 
concerning the medicinalxx values of many herbs and tree barks. 
AKU-NIGHT JOURNEY

"Each year more land, was cultivated and more grain grown. 
Finally there was a surplus and. he decided to bake a load of 
grain to Brantford to sell. He had raised a span, of colts, and, 
accompanied by his son Robert, he left home at five o ’clock the next; 
morning. The horses were very tired, and the wagon became 
lodged in the sand of cho main street. Willing hands, however, 
helped them out of their difficulty. All bo soon, he lourned 
that he could nob yet the grain. He accented the onlyr offer 
available and returned home with a barrel of salt which lie had 
received in exchange for his load, of grain.

Wbile in Brantford he learned that he coul d earn, real money 
by teaming salt from Hum 11c on to bond on• He would leave home 
Monday morni nv, go to Hamilton k get his 1 oa.d., deliver it in 
bonbon, returning home Saturday. This was a hard task, but 
the one advantage was that he received £5 in cash each week.
At this time cash, was v- r-- scarce and most of the produce had to b .■ 
sxk exchanged for neccessities of other hinds.

"The older sons had received their1 education in England, but 
the younger hoys were taught by Erg. Jamey at Halford. There 
was no school there and this worthy woman taupdit the punils 
at the own hnme . As I;hey at tende : the sch ’o I on 1 v in the 1 n nter 
months, f:hê ' us^d to r"o to Sol ford Yonday mornln^ un i return horn̂  
F rid a'" ni^’h t . The v worked in thei r sna ro t ime for Mrs . Yen ney

/DB
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ALL-NTGHT JDHRNEY tCont. from pg. 7)
anol paid for thei r t uteri np: wi th fa rm produce .

"There was no cho rches near, bub a cle rgyman travelling 
on horseback visited the fifferent settlements, and it is need- 
loss to say that he always found a hearby welcome, Jeter, 
as the country became mo re settled, the people would meet at 
the different homes for worseio. The firsc church dead in 
Oxford county was given the West Oxford Metnodist church in 
IdRd. The first c(lurch was built in HBRo and rebuilt in L35-1. 
It is very fib tins' that those early pioneers should rest in the 
quiet church yard of this, bhe motho?^ church of Oxford. 
OWNED VQPK GAYET Hi

"Mrs. 'Nii son was, before her marriage, Sarah Roster of iork, 
Yorkshi re , Engl and • Her father was the publ ishor ana. owner of 
the "York Gazette," and she had never know hardship of any kind. 
She came to the new coun try anu re-xii 1 y accustomed he reel f to 
uioneer life. She wove her own cloth and made clothinm for her 
family; snun yarn and did all hnp own kniubing. The family 
washina was done in the creek which flows through the Hislor 
farm, as they were unawnre of the existance of a creek a shout 
distant h to the wc?sb of wh e re tnr?r li ved..

"Mr. Tilson had to walk bo Niagara to make payments on his land, 
and m i î-.es accompanied by one of ais sons he would, make this 
trip through the forest. When forced to scend a night in the 
woods the?r won 1 d c raw 1 i n I;o a hollow t res , ar a ^rotec t ion against 
wild animals •

Incersol 1 const sted of tr-'o smal 1 huts, and. Mrs. Nilson sent 
Charles and Widliam with worn-- English void bo purchase ten. The 
boys mass E through the vil1 a-e and some distance to the north 
■devo mob by Mr. TnyrrcoJ], for1 whom th- village was named. 
He recon'- nized their English olothinu arid noon inquiry learned, 
taey were lost. He brought them back Eofr tho'r bought; their tee,

/DB
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"As the country opened no Pho vyij;'o crew in uropo rt i on, 
and. Squire Brown came out from llnyl ami ana opened a tannery 
there. Here Mr. Hi.Ison brought his hides to bo tanned and 
made into shoes for his family. His son Niiliam became 
interested in the work and final i y became an apprentice with 
Squire Brown. Later he conducted a v^ry successful business of 

his own in Woodstock. His tannery was situated at the corner 
of Mills and Hain streets. He built a leather store and 
dwellings on Dundas Street, which is today "Fred Hodnes me st 
market." 'to this home he brought his bride, and here their 
children were born.
FI AST OIL L W

"William was very progressive and had the first coal oil 
lamp in the locality, having brought it from New York. At kas that 
time the lamp was considered very wonderful. He died in 1872 at 
the aye of qd, and his wife afterward built a home on the opposite 
side of the property which extended through to Simcoe street. 
This house is now a duplex and is situated, at Nos. 527 and 527 
Simcoe street. The four1 other sons were all. farmers and all 
resided in this suction. They made cheese and took it to London 
and surrounding towns to sell. There were no factories to take 
the milk as there is today. The first factory for1 cheese making 
in this section was .m Harris street.

"From these five sons hud grown the present large famiJy of 
Wilson. He are proud of our pioneer ancestors. Their honesty 
and loyalty has remained unsullied throughout this one hundred 
years. It is with a feelinof deep XKEKSE reverence and gratitude 
to them that we are united today to respect and homoux1 their memory 
May we always try to attain their high ideals, and may our children 
find in. us the same honest perseverance and industry that finally 
crowned with success the lives of Richard and Sarah Foster Wilson.

? /DB
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5 0 0 members of the clan coming to IDCI' .

| Wilsons gather to celebrate 150th ann
>  By MICHAEL BARRIS . 
- Sentinel- Review staff writer

INGERSOLL — More than 
<500 members of the Wilson 
■-■clan, prominent in the 

history of South-West Oxford 
Township, will gather at 

-Ingersoll District Collegiate 
''•Institute this weekend to 
'^Celebrate the clan’s 150th 

anniversary.
x Hailing from as far away 

S is  Tennessee, Victoria, B.C. 
"and Chicago, most of the 
Q uests will spend two days 
>meeting relatives they never 
-."knew existed, according to 

reunion chairman Everett 
Wilson.

“ I t ’ll be a tim e for 
i acquiring knowledge . of 
' people you didn’t know 
<before,” Wilson, a. Salford 
■ dairy farmer," said Wed- 

'.nesday.
The celebration will in- 

Mvolve approxim ately 330 
relatives Saturday and 320 

L Sunday who w ill. examine 
• d isp lays of family 

photographs and memen­
toes, hear a history of the 
clan presented, tour the 
original Wilson homestead 
and graves and watch a 
talent show.

S o u th -W est O xfo rd  
Township Mayor Cecil 
Wilson, a dan  member, will 
officially welcome the 
guests.
HISTORY

'  The’ Wilson story tells 
much about South-West 
Oxford Township’s early  
history..

Richard Wilson, a laborer, 
his wife Sarah and their five

sons came to the Ingersoll 
area in 1831 from Yorkshire, 
England, to farm the land. 
The Wilsons added to the 
handful of settlers who first 

1 arrived here ih the late 1700s."
The family ■ owned 200 

acres at lot 23, concession 1_ 
(near Culloden Road, south 
of Ingersoll) in what was 
Derehem Township. The 
property was purchased for 
£ 100 from retired British . 
army officer Col. John Ball 
and his brother George Ball.

Like other pioneers, Wilson 
eked out a subsistence from 
his property. He farmed the 

land and built a log house. 
Later, when he outgrew the 
log dwelling, he built a brick 
house. Both he and Sarah 
died at 72. He died in 1861, 
she in 1859. •.

The couple’s five sons were 
Charles (eldest), William, 
Leonard, Robert and an 
enfant, Richard, Jr.

I r o n i c a l l y ,  f o u r  
generations of Wilson males 
named Richard owned the 
D e r e h e m  T o w n s h ip  
homestead. Richard Wilson’s 
great-grandson, Richard N. 
Wilson, sold , the property in 
1967. The original house, with 

some additions, "still st

ANNIVERSARY
The Wilsons celebrate

100th anniversary of 
settling in Derehem in 1
the Derehem house, 
owned by Richard’s g
son. Some 250 membe
the dan attended the e

This weekend’s celebr
has been in the works 
F ebruary . Five 
members of the family,
descended from a diff
son of the original Ric
was responsible for in
his branch of the dan  t
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RICHARD V II5 0 N , grandson of the Richard 
Wilson, w U  c;as one of Oxford County’s first 
settlers, stands with his wife Ivah in front of 
the Wilson homestead near Ingersoll in a pic­
ture taken about 1915. Approximately 500 
members of the Wilson clan will gather at 
Ingersoll D istrict Collegiate Institute, this 
weekend for a 150th anniversary reunion.

Tlodly SersV
ReMteoo
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Actor to appear on TV show
When John Woods visits his native 

Yorkshire in September, he'll be 
seen by more than just family and 
friends. As many as 2 million televi­
sion viewers will see the Oxford 
County comedian do another guest 
spot on “Calendar,” a popular one- 
hour news and entertainment show 
in Yorkshire.

Woods, a custodian at Alexandra 
Hospital, is well known to Ingersoll 
audiences for his comic presence as 
a bumbling cop in several of

I I'OPA’s plays last season - “Dead 
Easy” and “Sinners.” He also does a 
bang-on impersonation of W.C. 
Fields, which got him on Yorkshire 
T.V. four years ago just after he 
began impersonating the deadpan 
comedian with the bright red nose.

Calendar is the Yorkshire televi­
sion version of the Johnny Carson 
show, Woods said. “ It’s a kind of 
Who’s Who in Yorkshire.”

Four years ago he did a ten minute

spot on location in Ellend, a suburb 
of Halifax, Yorkshire. Dressed up as 
W.C. Fields, he walked through the 
village cracking jokes with astonish­
ed locals.

A film crew recorded the episode 
and ran it on Calendar. “Walking 
around later in Halifax, people 
would stop me for autographs and 
ask me for a picture,” Woods recall­
ed.

Filming in Ellend was great, he 

said. About half the size of Ingersoll, 
“ the streets were cobbled and with 
the magpie buildings it looked like 
something out of Charles Dickens. 
Fields really fit in with his 
costume.”

I just wandered around and spoke 
to people on the street. It was mostly 
ad lib. Some people knew who I was, 
and those who didn’t probably 
thought I was a nut.”

People generally smiled and 
listened politely to his jokes, Woods 
recalled, although a few were shock­
ed to see W.C. strolling about their 
fair town.

“I went up to one lady with a toy 
poodle,” he remembered, and the 
words just sprang out of his mouth: 
“My goodness, they even take mice 
for walks in this country.”

The lady cracked up. Woods said. 
“ I was going to say rat, but I thought 
it over at the last second and decided 
I’d better keep it calm.”

Woods has a. London agent who 
handles engagements for him when 
he travels back to the Auld Sod. His 
ten minute spot on Yorkshire T.V. 
went over so well he was invited to 
come back whenever he returned to 
England.

“ It was a terrific experience,” he 
said. “They gave me a free hand. 
They just said go do what you want; 
they put me in a setting, and said ‘go 
do your thing.’’’Woods opened the 
show in addition to his 10 minute 
feature segment.

He looks forward to a return 
engagement. “ I’ve got better 
material now. I had only just started 
back then.” His Fields impersona­
tion has been finely honed since 
then.

“ I’ve got more one-liners, more 
jokes and stories now.” He is also 
more adept at relating them to a 
specific situation, having increased 
his concentration as well as building 
up a large reservoir of material.

A long-time fan of English vaud- 
villian Benny Hill, Woods marvels at 
the things the rubber-faced star 
“can get away with.”

“ It’s just fun,” he grinned, a 
naughty twinkle in each eye. “You 
get away with all kinds of stuff.”

S O W A



Chris Yates is on his way up. Tlie 16-year-old goaltender attended the On­
tario Minor Hockey Association’s prestigious under-17 development camp 
last weekend at the University of Western Ontario in London. (Matthew 
Smith photo!

School comes first 
for rising goalie
BY MATTHEW SMITH

Chris Yates is a busy young 
man.

The 16-year-old goaltender 
plays for three different teams 
and recently, he attracted the at­
tention of some minor hockey 
scouts.

Yates so impressed the scouts 
that he was selected to attend the 
Ontario Minor Hockey Associa­
tion’s iinder-17 developmental 
camp that was held this past 
weekend at the University of 
Western Ontario in London.

Yates got the idea to try  out for 
the camp from his coach, Gary 

Easton. He f irs t went to a 
regional camp in Weiland, where 
he was scouted. The camp at 
Western was the next move up. 
Some day, he'd like to play in the 
NHL.

“ I t ’s pretty much everybody’s 
dream,”  he said.

Yates not only juggles three 
teams and hockey camps, he's 
also an honor student at Ingersoll 
D istrict Collegiate Institute.

“ School comes firs t,”  he said.
His father, Steve Yates, is very 

proud of his son. He’s pleased 
with his success, but stresses the 
importance of education.

“ I want him to get as far as he 
can and get an education,”  he 
said.
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Former Ingersoll resident 
celebrates 1OOth birthday

Former Ingersoll resident Edith 
Mary Yule marked her 100th birth­
day in grand style with three 
celebrations.

About 150 friends and family join­
ed in a birthday party on June 8 at 
St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church in 
Ingersoll.

Eleven of 13 grandchildren and 
nine of 12 great-grandchildren from 
California, British Columbia and On­
tario, along with Yule’s four sons 
were present for the family celebra­
tions on June 29 at her Clearview 
Cottage on Big Clear Lake, Arden.

And on June 30 at the Arden Com­
munity Centre, more than 100 family 

and friends enjoyed lunch provided 
by the Arden United Church Women.

Eldest son, Alex, m aster of 
ceremonies, read greetings from the 
president of the Bank of Montreal, 
while sons, Bob and Don, read 
greetings from all levels of govern­
ment, highlighted by greetings from 
the Queen.

Glen Matson, reeve of Kennebec 
Township, brought greetings from 
the County of Frontenac.

Yule lived in Ingersoll from 1930 to 
1989. Her husband, Alex, was 
manager of the Bank of Montreal. 
He died in 1962.
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Zegers files away X-cellent career move
By J E F F  T R IB E

Ingersoll native K evin Zeg- 
ccs began h is  acting career by 

Ingersoll native K e v in  Zegers can be forgiven for dropping 
a fewnames. His " w o rk "  picture album  includes snapshots 
of, among others, (to p ) G illian  Anderson o f the X-Files, 
(below) Robbie A lo m ar o f the Toronto Blue Jays, and 
(bottom right) M ic h ae l J. Fox, The tr io  are ju st some of the 
famous individuals Zegers’ career tn the entertainm ent 
business has seen h im  cross paths w ith . (Subm itted Phot os j

fa llin g  in to  a p ile  o f  iM d y  
bears, \  .

Since then the 11-year-old 
has fa l le h in to  a number o f 
bigger and better roles and situ­
ations, including hanging out 
w i th actors l i  ke Michael J. Fox 
on the set o f  L ife  W ith  M ikey, 
and Kate Jackson whileshoot- 
ing  a dog -s le d d in g /a c tio n  
m ovie in  the Yukon,

But his biggest o f  alt - to 
date- was in  fu ll v iew  Friday 
night on the Global Te lev i­
sion Network. The young man 
many knew firs t as a school­
mate, teammate or sim p|y asa 
friend, took to the screen as 
Kevin  Kryder, a youth w ith 
stigmata (spontaneousChrist- 
like  wounds), pursued by a 
s in is ter k il le r .  As K ryder, 
Zegers has landed the lead role 
on Friday's episode o f the 
popular T .V . series. The X- 
Files

"D e fin ite ly  the biggest one 
I've had so far," said Zegers 
last week. " I t  was a lo t o f fun,"

In the week K evin  was 
booked fo r  the part, o ver 
22,000,000 people in North 
America watched the show. 
O bv ious ly , Zegers' fame is 
spreading w e ll beyond the 
borders o f O xford  County, but 
iron ica lly , his occupation has 
largely remained a well-kept 
secret dose r to home, which 
since June o f  this year, has 
been tn W oodstock.

To sec tum or to talk to him, 
you'd never know it," says his 
m o th e r M a ry -E lle n . "He 
doesn't look like he’d be the 
type, really,"
M ary-E llen explains that the 

goal has been to keep her son's 
h lc  as normal as possible, to 
avoid having his occupation 
place a 'glass w a ll’around him.
"Thai's the way it is, we have 

been successful for four years 
in keeping everything low- 
key."

But also ironically, it was 
Kevin's expanding horizons 
that have necessitated more 
com m unity  awareness. The 
process o f attaining a Green 
Card, necessary to work in the 
United Slates, w il l be helped 

by local press.
"W e ju s t never wanted it in a 

’■ newspaper before ,' said Mary- 
E lle n , "W e  though t there 
would be nothing worse than 
people whispering when he 
walked by, or treating him d if- 

ferendy."
K evin has actually fo llow ed 

his sister Katie in to  the m od­
el 1 i ng/e ntertainmenibusiness. 
S he won al a S un bu rsl pagean t 
in Toronto, w ith  a ll winners 
encouraged to get into thatkind 
o f w ork. Katie, now 10, con­
tinues in  the fie ld  while Krista, 
12, has chosen to concentrate 
on figure skating.

K e v in ’s career took  o f f  
qu ick ly , w ith  at the age o f  
seven, on ly  his second audi­
tion producing the teddy bear 
experience, as part o f a com ­
mercial fo r a mall in Toronto. 
M ary-E llen says auditioning 
would appear to be one o f  
Kevin's strengths, noting that 
often, hopefuls can lake a year 
or two to land a job.

"He warms up to  anybody 
and e ve rybo dy ," she said. 
" A  nd he's very e nergetic, tha t's 
de ftn iie ly  what they look fo r 
in commercials.''
In acling,sheadds,beingable 

to take d irection  and appear 
natural are attributes, being 
able fo r example to say the 
sam e I i ne three di f  fe rem ways.

Kevin's career has gone well 
beyond prin t and television 
commercial w ork. H is resume 
includes the ro le o f a young 
M ichael J. Fox in the feature 

m ovie  "L ite  W ith  M ik e y " 
when he was eight and as Kate 
Jackson's son in “ Murder on 
Ilse Id ita rod  T ra il" .  He has. his 
mother says, portrayed every­
thing from  an autistic ch ild  to 
a b u lly .

"He's ju s t been able to be so 
many d iffe re n t k inds o f char­
acters,''

But M a ry -E lle n  adm its his 
lead appearance on the X-Files 
is his largest to date - and 
couldbe a large stepping stone.

"T his they say w il l be his 
very b ig  break in this busi­
ness,” says M a ry  -El len. "N ow  
we re ju s t w a ilin g  to see."

Kevin  f le w  to Vancouver (or 
the episode, w h ich  took a total 
o f  10 days to  shoot, as com ­

pared to the 28 he was in the 
Yukon.

“ But they were long d ays ," 
he says, " i t  (the Yukon shoot) 
was longer, but it  wasn't as 
hard work. There were some 
days I would go to work and 
work an hour and ha ve the day 
o ff.

"On the X -F iles ! didn't have 
five minutes o ff, I would go 
and do the walk-through and 
they would shoot it." 
Typ ica lly, Kevin's day on the 

set would being around 7:30 - 
8 a.m., finishing up around 
3:30 a.m., w ith sleep being 
grabbed while moving from 
scene to scene.

He admits he was nervous 
when he started, "but now I'm 
not nervous s ta l l. '
A s an actor, Kevin says "no r­

m a lly  it's hard to do a ll the 
emotional scenes and a ll that. 
But I just like doing every­
thing."

Instead o f the demanding 
hours while on set, he says 
blocking, or standing around 
w h ile  the lights and camera 
actions are finalized, is the 
worst pan.

" I  don't really like aud ition­
ing," he adds later. "When you 
gel it, it's a lot better,"

In  his ‘normal1 life , the b ig ­
gest downside to h is model ling 
and acting career is the time- 
consuming nature o f three o r 

lour trips to Toronto  a week, 
w h ich among other ih ings, ca n 
cut into hockey practice o r 
game ume in the w inter, and 
time on the g o lf  course in  the 

summer.
"He just loves hockey," says 

M a ry -E lle n , "h o c k e y  and 
go lf."

On-set tutoring diminishes 
any impact on his academic 
standing, w hile  s ib ling expe­
rience cuts down on sib ling 
rivalry.
"They've done i i  themselves," 
M ary-E llen says. "Kristagoes 
skatmg, he goes and shoots a 
movie. She thinks they're both 
ju s t e x tra -curricu la r a c tiv i­
ties."

Pluses include the travel, in 
the spring K evin was in the
Yukon, this November in Van­
couver. It is also-, Mary-E llen 
admits, financ ia lly  rewarding.
M ary-E llen says she and hus­

band Jim do not discuss de ­
tails w ith  then children, a l­
low ing them to be honest when 
drey say they don’t know hpw 
much they make, 
"A lh h e y k n o w  is they can all 

go to  u n iv e rs ity  and n o i 
w o rry ," she says. "That's a ll 
we’vereallyexp la ined to them 
until they're o ld  enough to 
understand."

She is also carefu l to help 
K evin understand the trap­
pings surrounding the enter- 

la inm cnl industry.
"I l's  easy to get caught up in 

that kind o f business," she says, 
a llud ing  to the pampering and 
attention given to an actor in  a 
lead role.

“ You can sec why stars get a 
l it t le  cocky." she said. "A nd  
they don't have a mother there 
w iih  a thum b on them saying, 
‘h e y !"

"W hen you're there, every­
one treats you like  you’re re ­
a lly  good and you get a ll the 
a tte n t io n ,"  agrees K e v in . 
"W hen you come back home, 
you have to do chores and 
s tu ff,"

N o t that K evin  is com plain­
ing about h is share o f jobs 
around the house, but he is 
look ing  to  gel back on the set. 
Future goals include a series 
lik e  home improvements and 
a feature film .

" I  want to have a lead role in 
a feature f ilm ."

Wherever his entertainment 
career takeshim though, Kevin 
iscom fortab le  to have the sup­
port, not the pressure o f his 
parents.

"T hey don 't put any pressure 
on me, they ju s t say whenever 
you arc not enjoying it o r it  
stops being fun, te ll us and 
you canslopdo ing  it," hesays.

"B u t 1 don 't ever want to 
s to p ,'^_____________________
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Young actor 
from city 
on X-Fiies 
tonight
The truth is out there —just 

ask Kevin Zegers of Woods­
tock.

Zegers

The 11- 
y e a r -o ld  
St. R ita’s 
School stu­
dent is an 
a s p i r i n g  
young ac- 
t o r a n d  
O x f o r d  
re s id e n ts  
will have a 
chance to 
s e e  h i s  
work to­

night as he plays a central 
figure on an episode of the 
popular television series X- 
Files.

The plotline, as described 
in TV Guide, says “The mur­
der of a reverend leads 
Mulder and Scully to a boy 
who e x h ib its  s t ig m a ta ,  
m a rk s  r e s e m b l in g  th e  
wounds of the crucified 
Christ, and-the boy’s institu­
tionalized father claims “ the 
forces of darkness” are after 
his son.” The young boy is 
played by Kevin Zegers. Ke­
vin was featured in a story in 
the Daily Sentinel-Review- 
last Saturday.
X-Files is on Global at 9 

p.m.
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