The James Counter Norsworthy Family

James Counter Norsworthy 1846-1936

James Caunter Norsworthy

James Counter Norsworthy, emigrated to Middlesex County in 1852 at the age of 6, together with

his parents, John & Mary Norsworthy. The Norsworthy clan originated from Widecombe-in-the-
Moor, Devon, England.

James was one of eleven children eventually born to John & Mary; who upon their arrival in North
Dorchester Township, purchased a farm in the Thamesford area.
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above, Historical County Map of Oxford County, Published by Tremaine, 1857

In 1868, at age 22, James moved to Ingersoll and, in partnership with Elias C. Harris, established
an insurance agency. In 1873 he bought Harris’s half of the business, and in 1877 he erected the
Norsworthy Building at 17 King Street West.



above, from the Ingersoll Chronicle, 4 January, 1877



above, 17 King Street West, Ingersoll
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On 26 April 1878, James married Mary Jane Cuthbert (1853-1891) of West Oxford Townshipl

 MARRIED, A
"NORSWORTHY—CUTHBERT- At Croft Hyrne, W
Oxford, by the R2v. John Mci.wen, on the 25th ul 5,
JaMes CotvnTerR NonrsworTHY, Esq., t) Mis: MaRry
JAXE CUTHLERT. :

L4

Owned by Mary Jane’s father, Alexander Cuthbert, was a house situated at 250 King Street East.
Built in the 1850s by Nathaniel Whiting, a noted Ingersoll pioneer - this home became part of her
dowry.

James apparently loved the home and spent much time and money on the improvement of both
house and grounds, considered then one of the most attractive in Ingersoll.

James & Mary Jane christened their home ‘Norleigh’.



Norleigh at 250 King Street East

Reportedly James kept a carpenter employed for an entire year working on the house, and a noted
artist and wood carver, Frank Leake, produced its elaborately designed fireplace mantles. Together,
in the comfort of this house with its running water gravity-fed by overhead cisterns, James and Mary
Jane would raise four sons and one daughter before her tragic and sudden death at the age of 38
in February of 1891. It was reported that she had been nursing her daughter through a malignant
bout of diphtheria and while seven-year-old Helen survived, her mother contracted the illness and
died.

Children of James & Mary Jane:

Edward Cuthbert Norsworthy 1879-1915
Stanley Counter Norsworthy 1881-1966
Helen Alice Norsworthy 1884-1970
Alfred James Norsworthy 1887-1917
John Weldon Norsworthy 1890-1975

With the death of their mother, they went out of town to private schools, Eddie to Upper Canada
College, Toronto, and Stanley, after a year as a bank clerk in Ingersoll, to Ridley College in St.
Catharines. The two older boys had attended the Ingersoll Central School, Eddie (1886-1890) and
Stanley (1889-1890). Their father may also have chosen private schools to fit his boys for financial


https://ingersolllibrary.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/norleigh.jpg

careers outside of the town. Alfred, Weldon, and Helen logged some years in the local Ingersoll
school during the years 1896-1898. Then Weldon went off to Ridley and Nellie to Havergal College
in Toronto. Where Alfred was educated is not mentioned.

In 1890 James sold his insurance business in Ingersoll to David G. Cuthbertson (1864-1945) to
become a chief inspector with the North British and Mercantile Insurance Company: “He travelled
much, over the length and breadth of Canada, and acquired a wide and sympathetic knowledge of
the Dominion, its history, people and business conditions.”

In May, 1895, James married Jane Elizabeth (Jennie) Taylor (1860-1951), relict of James T.
McDonald (1846-1893), a ship captain in Sarnia. With his second marriage, James changed the
family religious affiliation from Presbyterian to Anglican.

In 1905 James retired to ‘Norleigh’ in Ingersoll. There he remained through to his death in 1936.
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above, James C. Norsworthy’s obituary from the Ingersoll Tribune, 12 November 1936
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above, James’s memorial plaque on the Norsworthy monument, Ingersoll Rural Cemetery, as well
as that of his wives, Mary Jane Cuthbert & Jane Elizabeth Taylor.



The Norsworthy Children

In March, 1909, James wrote a brief sketch of his family, which then consisted of: Edward Cuthbert,
Stanley Counter, Helen Alice, Alfred James, and John Weldon. The four sons are now residing in the
city of Montreal, Canada, Edward as manager at Montreal of the Dominion Securities Corporation,
Stanley C. as clerk on the staff of the Bank of Montreal, Alfred J. on the staff of the Molson’s Bank
of Canada, John W. as clerk on the staff of the Canadian Bank of Commerce, all unmarried.” In
1909 Edward was 30, Stanley 28, Alfred 22, and Weldon, 19. Their business careers were
flourishing, but they were primed for the Great War, their theatre for sacrifice and glory.
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above, four Norsworthy sons photographed in Highlander uniforms of the Black Watch.

Edward Cuthbert Norsworthy 1879-1915



Edward was born 29 May 1879 in Ingersoll, Ontario. After public school in Ingersoll, he went to
Upper Canada College eventually becoming a broker in the business world. He never married.

With the advent of the war, he signed his attestation papers on 23 September 1914 at Valcartier,
Quebec.



N ATTESTATION PAPER. T, W

Folio. * R

IAN OVER-SEAS EXPEDITIONARY FORCE.

= STIONS TO BE PUT BEFORE ATTESTATION.

o
i 1. What is yht ngn gédd/rﬂ/ ./0744#
2. In what 'E 'ownship or Parish, and i.n E 1 2405 5{ 5 m

what Coupfry you born?,
3. What is | of your next-of-kin?..
4. What is the aj “ your next-of-kin?..........
5. What is he dmés of Four birth ?
6. Wlmt'isa)u md”- Calling?.
7
8

. Are\yon@:a +.00

. Are yoR mggo be vaccinated or re-
i e

&y "

9. Do youposdBelongfto the Active Militin?,.. ..

10. Have se: in any Military Force?..
& rticulars of former Service.

11. Do ygif understand the nature and terms of

. your ent? AR,

12, Are ng to be attested to serve in the
Cucau VER-SEAS EXPEDITIONARY Fonox?}

d
i

......................... ignature of Witness).

/%ZATI ? }h MADE BY ON ATTESTATION.
do sol ly declare that the above answers

made by’ me to the above questions are true, and that I‘m willing to fulfil the engagements by me now

made, and T hereby engage and agree to serve in the adian Over-Seas Expeditionary Force, and
to be attached to any arm of the service therein, for the tgrm of one year, or during the war now existing
between Great Britain and Germany should that war last longer than one year, and for six months after
the termination of that war provided His Maj shoyfld go long requirex ices, or until legally

discharged. y
i k.t OOV T (sigature of Rearuit)
Date S"/i 1914 4%4(«.«»4{ (Bignatare of Witness)
KEN BY ON ATTESTATION.
Tl } , do make Oath, that T will be faithful and

hear egiance to His Majesty King George ‘the Fiff h ‘His Heirs and Sucwssors, and that I will as
in duty bound honestly and faithéaHy defend His Majest; His Heirs and Successo , in Person, Crown and

Dignity, against all enemies, and will observe and obey all orgers of His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors,
and of all the Generals and Officers set over me, h}lp m b :
3 / -~ "/ o (Bignature of Recruit)
S 7 ey, |
Date, y 1914. Efpncetoa < (Signasure of Witness)

|

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE.

The Recruit above-named was cautioned by me that if he made any false answer to any of the above
questions he would be liable to be punished as provided in the Army Act,
The above questions were then read to the Recruit in my presence.

I have taken care that he understands each question, and that his answer to each question has been

duly entered as replﬁto and the said Recruit has made and the declaration and taken the oath

before me, at.......... 040 &5 SECETLTD. ST .23 ....... day of 1914

Xy B Ba ‘< ............ (Bignature of Justice)

I certify that the above is a true copy tteetation of/the above-named Recruit.

Joneosi
Q 1772113,

i o i vl

His last letter to his father was written in the trenches of Ypres on 9th of April and in it he said
some things worth remembering:




Our men consider themselves quite the Germans’ equal but they don’t despise them. Our men are
splendid and simply improve every day. | don't think if | am spared that | would ever be satisfied
with the Militia again. The real article of trained men is so different. If there is another war | don’t
say | would not be in it, as there is something that holds one. You get used to men being hit and
forget all about the danger; war is not what | thought it would be at all.
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RANK AND CORPS /] 727 /3 2 ,'ff))_,g 2’//}?},{“,
CABLE 7 e ——
No. DATE 4 NATURE OF CASUALTY | | L[/“30 _
&3/4 ﬁ/y/& 7{.,( llect . (Lo, : +o7 |
269-3 ' |

h-2.260-3 |2\ ib Dok oiw Qpray bA- 1<
et Rleztn, | Mpprmedt et of olead 22-4-/9
W/ﬁ- Kle. 251016

‘ M. F. W. 2—-50m 7-15,

L. L. Job 83225/ M. & D. 5842 H, Q. 1772—39-803, J

Major Edward Cuthbert Norsworthy died at Langemark, the Second Battle of Ypres, on 22 April
1915.

Various histories of the Royal Highland Regiment of Canada affiliated with the Black Watch refer to
how well admired and respected Edward was by all the men under his command - both fellow
officers and infantrymen. (He was Second in Command of his regiment.) The Second Battle of
Ypres was the first time that Canadians had been engaged in active battle since the war began. The
few eye witnesses who survived the opening night of the battle, when Germans unleashed
poisonous gas for the first time, described Edward as a man who led by example. Even though
wounded by a bullet to the neck, he continued to inspire his men to hold the line, with the words
“All of Canada is watching” — an indication that he knew the efforts of the Canadian troops would
be known and debated, whatever the result. That night, April 22nd, 1915, Edward Norsworthy
succumbed to his wounds and along with him, many other men who were described as the cream
of Canadian society.

Through Edward’s fellow Masonic brethren in Montreal, a bust of Edward was created by noted
bronze sculptor Hamilton Thomas Carlton Plantagenet MacCarthy. Edward had been initiated into
Masonry at St. Paul’s Lodge in Montreal and records indicate that they coordinated the creation
and erection of the bust through the two Masonic lodges in Ingersoll. Three years to the day after
Edward was killed in action, his life-like effigy was unveiled to the public, under the auspices of the



Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario. The bust of Edward, atop the family monument
at Ingersoll Cemetery, looks toward the south east and his boyhood home, ‘Norleigh’.
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above, Edward’s memorial plaque on the Norsworthy monument, Ingersoll Rural Cemetery



Seven years later, on 10 February 1922, his father received a letter informing him that, “during
exhumation work in Flanders a grave has been discovered containing the remains of a Major of the
Royal Highlanders of Canada.” Based on evidence they believed it to be the body of his son. He was
subsequently buried at Tyne Cot, Flanders, Belgium.

text above from: The Family of John Norsworthy and Mary Caunter by Anne Brooks

Stanley Counter Norsworthy 1881-1966

Stanley was born on 13 December 1881 in Ingersoll. After leaving Ridley College at the age of
sixteen, he entered the service of the Bank of Montreal on 1 August 1898, and was first stationed
at London, Ontario. From there he went to Halifax, Nova Scotia, to St. John’s, Newfoundland, and
then to the accountant’s department in the Montreal Branch.


https://olco.ent.sirsidynix.net/client/en_US/oxford/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:2567811/ada?qu=norsworthy&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A2567811%7EILS%7E0&te=ILS

He spent two years at a branch in London, England and then to the Mexico City Branch where he
was a manager for four years.

It was during this time he returned to Canada to enlist for overseas setrvice.

He signed his attestation papers on 3 June 1915 in Montreal, Quebec at the age of 33.
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ATTESTATION PAPER.

CANADIAN OVER-SEAS EXPEDITIONARY FORCE.

6.
7.
8.

9.
10.
11.

12.

. In what Town, Township or Parish, and in

. What is the date of your birth?,..... .

QUESTIONS TO BE PUT BEFORE ATTESTATION.

NEWERS).

‘What is your name?

what Country were you born?...........c.ccoooeruernnt

‘What is the name of your next-of-kin?.......... "
‘What is the address of your next-of-kin?. . . .

‘What is your Trade or Calling?.

Are you married?

Are you willing to be vaccinated or re-
inated?

Do you now belong to the Active Militia?........

Have you ever served in any Military Force?.,
1f 50, state partioulars of former Scrvice.

Do you understand the nature and terms of

your t? A b IR s I e N B PRCH o

'B48!

Are you willing to be attested to serve in the
CaNADIAN OvER-SEAS EXPEDITIONARY Fonux?}

made by me to the above questions are true, and thatd a
made, and I hereby engage and agree to serve in the

do solemnly declare that the above answers
h willing to fulfil the engagements by me now
adian Over-Seas Expeditionary Force, and

to be attached to any arm of the service fiprein, for the ferm of one year, or during the war now existing

between Great Britain and Germany shyfy
the termination of that war provide

d that war last longer than one year, and for six months after
s Majesty should so long require my services, or until legally

discharged.
A are of Recruit)
— -
Dme..g. Al 1985 ... AL ...........(Sfoature of Witness)

bear true Alleginrios fo His Majesty King Georg
in duty bound honestly and faithfally defend

ATH TO BE TAKEI(BY MAN ON A’I"fESTATION.

A4....... do make Oath, that I will be faithful and
th, His Heirs and Successors, and that I will as
. His Heirs and Successors, in Person, Crown and

Dignity, against all enemies, and will observe bey 11 ordGe:;::i of His Majesty, His Heirs and Succegsors,

and of all the Generals and Officers set over jfe.

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE.
The Recruit above-named was cautioned by me that if he made any false answer to any of the above

questions he would be liable to be punished as provided in the Army Act.

The above questions were then read to the Recruit in my presence.
I have taken care that he und ds each question, and that his answer to each question has been

duly entered as replied to, the said Recruit has m si| he declaration and taken the oath
#gis

before me, at.

this, day of 191 .

M. F. W. 23.
150 M.—12-14.
H.Q 177238811




He married Georgina Maud Sankey, daughter of Villiers and Ann Sankey in London, England on 26
July 1916. Their children were Edward Cuthbert Villiers, born in 1917 and presumably named in
honor of his brother, Beatrice Mary, and Hugh Hoyles.

s S————
‘Norsworthy—S8ankey.,
The marriage took p'ace ‘on Samr-
day in London, England, of Georgina
Maud, daughter of the late Major
Villiers Bankey and Mrs. Sankey,'
Toronto, to Captain Stanley Counter
‘Norsworthy, of a Montreal Highland
_battalion, son of Mr. J. C‘ Vorsworr
thy, of Ingersoll,
~Miss Sankey,  who had- ‘been- Mdy :
ing nursing in New York left about
a year ago for work, oveueu,v

above, from the Ingersoll Chronicle, 27 July 1916, marriage notice of Stanley Norsworthy

In the Battle of the Somme, Stanley was second in command of his battalion and at Courcelette, on
September 16th was wounded and spent two months in hospital. He was awarded the Military
Cross, for conspicuous gallantry in action. He took personal supervision of the operations in the
front line, displayed great courage and initiative. Later, though wounded, he remained at duty. He
set a fine example of coolness

and devotion to duty throughout”. He returned to France on January 2, 1917 as Acting Commander
of the Battalion during the winter of 1917 and through the Battle of Vimy Ridge - for which latter
action he was granted the D.S.0. On November 22, 1917, Major Norsworthy was invested at
Buckingham Palace, by His Majesty the King.

Toronto Globe, 19 October, 1928

Upon his return from overseas, he was appointed Inspector of the Foreign Department at the head
office and later as Third Agent at New York. In December, 1921 when the Merchants Bank of
Canada was acquired, Mr. Norsworthy returned to Montreal to act temporarily as Assistant General



Manager of the Merchants Bank of Canada. In 1922 he was appointed District Superintendent of
the Ontario District, with headquarters in Toronto.

Stanley died on 25 December 1966, and is buried at Ingersoll Rural Cemetery.
I 3 . R

b PN A )
above, Stanley’s memorial plaque on the Norsworthy monument, Ingersoll Rural Cemetery

text above from: The Family of John Norsworthy and Mary Caunter by Anne Brooks

Helen Alice Norsworthy 1884-1970

Helen, the only daughter in the family, was born on 4 May 1884. She was educated at the public
school and Collegiate Institute in Ingersoll and spent two years at Havergal College, Toronto. She
then took up nursing as a profession, was trained at the Western Hospital, Montreal, where she
proved a bright student and earnest worker and graduated in due course.


https://olco.ent.sirsidynix.net/client/en_US/oxford/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:2567811/ada?qu=norsworthy&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A2567811%7EILS%7E0&te=ILS

Helen Alice
Norsworthy

- e M A

above, Graduation photo from nursing school in 1905.

Associated with other friends she pursued her work so energetically and, especially in connection
with some serious typhoid cases that her health broke down and she had to return home. The
anxieties of the war period and the absence at the Front of so many members of the family circle
prevented the complete recovery which had been hoped for.

Helen died 25 June 1970 and is buried at Ingersoll Rural Cemetery.

above, Helen’s memorial plaque on the Norsworthy monument, Ingersoll Rural Cemetery

text above from: The Family of John Norsworthy and Mary Caunter by Anne Brooks

Alfred James Norsworthy 1887-1917


https://olco.ent.sirsidynix.net/client/en_US/oxford/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:2567811/ada?qu=norsworthy&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A2567811%7EILS%7E0&te=ILS

Lieut. Alfred J. Norsworthy, from
S5th R. H. C., passed Lieutenant's
examination R.S.1., Halifax, 1915.
EEducated, Ridley College.

Alfred was born on 3 May 1887 in Ingersoll. He was educated at Ingersoll and at Ridley College
and served for five years following 1905 in the Molsons Bank. In 1910 he went to the New York
office of the British-American Tobacco Company and had risen to a position of importance when he
was sent to Costa Rica, Central America, as manager of the sales department in that Republic, and
was there when the call of war came.

He signed his attestation paper on 30 October 1915 in Montreal, Quebec.
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CANADIAN OVER-SEAS EXPEDITIONARY FORCE.

f
13rd Ba, Royal Highlanders of Canada, C.E.F. ‘//)
e Rank. A Name /I @ oo

OFFICERS’ DECLARATION PAPER.

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED BY OFFICER.

(ANSWERS.)
1. (a) What is your Surname ?.......... ‘/V,Wm LTI e

l
(b) What are your Christian N ?

2. (@) Where were you born ? (State place and country; qu;U\A/OM O’X () OVI
J‘w&“ St Modneal

A%
3. What is the date of your birth ?. Oy 3 ’YQ7

(b) What is your present address ? 1‘10

4. What is (a) the name of your next-of-kin ?. ........... ...

(b) the address of your next-of-kin ?......

(c) the relaﬁonship of your next-of-kin ?........ 2 fAAPRX

5 What is your profession or occupation ?.

6. What is your religion ?............ccouminiiiniiimnanininn

% Are you willing to be vaccinated or re-vacci d and inoculate;lz"...... /(f‘ ......... OP@ ...........

8. To what Unit of the Active Militia do you belong ?..

9. State particulars of any former Military Service.... ﬁ fvo}\'wh ........

10. Are you willing to serve in the (]
CANADIAN OVER-SEAS EXPEDITIONARY FORCE ?.............. /%

¢ questions
are true.

. %’6/ /\’% a ignature of Officer.)
7

The undersigned hereby declares that the nBov7\swers made by him to the a

CERTIFICATE OF MEDICAL EXAMINATION.

d Officer in accordance with the Regulations for Army Medical

I have ined the,abo
Services. /
I consider him*........f&\. for the CANADIAN OVER-SEAS EXPEDITIONARY FORCE
Date.. @ &t@Q"L E T L (Q aA Wﬁ
Place {/i’LO'lA.I}Ilo .................................... G
#Inzert here “fit” or *unfit” Medical Officer.
M. F. W. 51,
10m.9-14
H. Q. 1772-38-017,
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His letters home were characteristic of the pride and affection which the brothers felt for each
other. Upon hearing of his brother Edward’s death prior to enlisting, he wrote:



“It is awful to think of, but again, we are here for a few years only and all must go. What a glorious
ending to a life that was lived as a man could hope to live. He lived a life that made all his friends
justly proud of his acquaintances and died the death of a soldier fighting for his country and for the
right”.
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Date *  Movement Place Casualty I&.ﬁt I:';“léﬁad W.O. List ‘
29.3.17.Rop.£rom. base. | KILLED |[IN ACTION |640 [M1051| B4
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Alfred died on 29 March 1917, and was buried in the Barlin Communal Extension Cemetery, Barlin,
France.
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explosive shell p erced the orderly
room.and he was' kil ed i tautly.
The dcceased was a hro o}
lnte Major - Edward Cuthbert ‘Nors-
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above, from the Ingersoll Chronicle, 5 April 1917, obituary of Alfred Norsworthy.



above, Alfred’s memorial plaque on the Norsworthy monument, Ingersoll Rural Cemetery

text above from: The Family of John Norsworthy and Mary Caunter by Anne Brooks

John Weldon Norsworthy 1890-1975

John was born on 13 March 1890 in Ingersoll. He married Marjorie Wilson Goldie and they had one
known daughter, Mary Joan.
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John signed his attestation papers on 29 May 1916 in Montreal, Quebec.

4
ATTESTATION PAPER. No. /EGhG00 L

e Folio. " : ¢
. 3 CANADIAN OVER-SEAS EXPEDITIONARY FORCE. ﬁl

® mw@ﬁﬂ/m 6

No.6 (MOGILL) O.S. BATTERY OB,
SIEGE ARTILLERY. C. E. k. R/G/

QUESTIONS TO BE PUT BEFORE ATTESTATION.

(ANSWERS.)

1. What is your surname?,
1a. What are your Christian names?...
1b. What is your present address?...................

2. In what Town, Township or Parish, and in
what Country were you born?. .

3. What is the name of your o2xt-of kin ?.
4. What is the address of your ne~%->f-kin 2., ...
4a. What is the relationship of your next-of-kin ?,
. 'What is the date of your birth ?.
- What is your Trade or Calling?

@ = e o

. Are you willing to be vaccinated or re-
inated and i lated ?
9. Do you now belong to the Active Militia?.......

10. Have you ever served in any Military Force?..
M lm, xhwwtwuur-oﬂoerm
11. Do you understand the nature and terms of
your t?

12. Are you willing to be attested toserve in the
CANADIAN OVER-SEAS EXPEDITIONARY FORCE?

/.

DECLARATION TO BE MADE ]&Ni/AN ON ATTESTATION.

NN WINAA AR, N\ LA A lemnly declare that the above are answers
me to the above questions and that they are true, that I am willing to fulfil the engagements
ow made, and I hereby engage and agree to serve (i the Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary
Force, and to be attached to any arm of the service therein, for the term of one year, or during the war now
existing between Great Britain and Germany should that war last longer than one year, and for six months
after t‘!.xgesermina.ﬁon of that war provided His Majesty should so long require my services, or until legally
discharged.

2, . A SPAAAkf........, do make Oath, that T will be faithful and
bear try¢/ Allegiance to His Majesty King George the/Aifth, His Heirs and Successors, and that I will as
in du und honestly and faithfully defend His Magfesty, His Heirs and Successors, in Person, Crown and
Dignitlf, against all enemies, and will obgerve and obey all orders of His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors,
an all the Generals and Officers set ovepme. 8o help me God.

/..(Signature of Recruit)

Signature of Witness)

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE.

he Recruit above-named was cautioned by me that if he made any false answer to any of the above
questions he would be liable to be punished as provided in the Army Act.

The above questions were then read to the Recruit in my presence.

I bave taken care that he understands each question, and that his answer to each question has been
duly entered as replied to, and the said Recruit has mayld signed the declaration and taken the oath
before me, atm .............. thm” ......... i o A SRR () é

N\
B Sl

b el e vl (D (L LS AN R (Signature of Justice)

AL P, W, 23,
0ML—2-16. \
1. Q. 17239841




He was in the same battalion with his brother, Alfred. He served with him, worked with him, helped
to bury him and was wounded shortly afterwards in the historic Vimy charge. After partial recovery
from his wound, John returned to Canada in July 1917. In September, the restless young soldier,
unable to go to the Front, was allowed to accept work as Training Officer for United States troops at
Union College, Schenectady, New York, and remained there until February 1919; he was then
attached to the British and Canadian Recruiting Mission stationed at Providence, Rhode Island, and
later at New Haven, Connecticut.

John died 7 January 1975, and is buried with his wife at Ingersoll Rural Cemetery.

above, John Weldon’s memorial plaque on the Norsworthy monument, Ingersoll Rural Cemetery

text above from: The Family of John Norsworthy and Mary Caunter by Anne Brooks

100 YEARS LATER: MEMORIALIZATION
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A hundred years after Edward Cuthbert Norsworthy’s monument was officially unveiled, the Town of
Ingersoll and Masons rededicated his tomb at the Ingersoll Rural Cemetery.

The Sunday afternoon ceremony took place 100 years to the day after the initial unveiling of the
bust and exactly 103 years after his death at the Second Battle of Ypres.

The event was part of the Oxford Remembers Oxford’s Own project that’s been ongoing since 2014
to commemorate the 100 years since the First World War.

“This year is the culmination of four years (of Oxford County’s remembrance) and it ties in nicely to
the travelling exhibit looking at the men who came back from war and those who were killed were
commiserated by their communities,” Ingersoll Museum curator Scott Gillies said before the re-
dedication, noting the anniversary falling on a weekend made it good timing to hold.

Gillies said they contacted dignitaries with the Masons to speak on the anniversary, with Deputy
Grand Master David J. Cameron reading the same address from 100 years ago given by the then
Grand Master. Several Masons were on hand as well as locals for a crowd of about 100 people.

Norsworthy was born in 1879 and was the oldest son of Ingersoll businessman J. C. Norsworthy. He
attended school in Ingersoll and Toronto’s Upper Canada College then finally McGill University in
Montreal before joining the family business as a banker and insurance broker in Montreal.



When the First World War broke out, he joined the 13th Battalion of the Royal Highlanders of
Canada - the Black Watch Regiment - Sept. 23, 1914, and was appointed the battalion’s second-
in-command at the rank of Major. Norsworthy led about 100 men of two platoons on April 22,
1915, against a force of German infantry during the first use of poisonous gas at the Second Battle
of Ypres. He was killed in action the same day in the area of Langemarck, about 10 kilometres
north of Ypres in northwestern Belgium.

The battle continued for more than a month and led to roughly 60,000 British and Commonwealth
Forces, including about 6,500 Canadian casualties - more than 2,000 of which were killed in
action - 22,000 French casualties and about 35,000 German casualties in what ultimately served
as an allied victory.

The plaque on his grave marks he was mentioned in despatches by Field Marshal Sir John French
“for gallant and distinguished service in the field.” The plaque continues with, “Not for fame or
reward - not for place or for rank - nor lured by ambition - or goaded by necessity but in simple
obedience to duty as he understood it.

Major Norsworthy sacrificed all - suffered all - dared all - and died.”

Acknowledgements to: Anne Brooks, author of The Family of John Norsworthy and Mary Caunter; as
well as to George Emery, historian; Scott Gillies, curator, Ingersoll Cheese & Agricultural Musuem
and to Janice Ferguson developed a lifelong interest in Norsworthy family history after living with
her parents at ‘Norleigh’ when the house contained the original furnishings as well as many
Norsworthy papers and memorabilia’; they provided the words and inspiration behind the creation
of this tribute to the James Norsworthy family of Ingersoll.



https://olco.ent.sirsidynix.net/client/en_US/oxford/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:2567811/ada?qu=norsworthy&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A2567811%7EILS%7E0&te=ILS
https://olco.ent.sirsidynix.net/client/en_US/oxford/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:2567811/ada?qu=norsworthy&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A2567811%7EILS%7E0&te=ILS
https://www.ingersoll.ca/cheese-and-agricultural-museum/

